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U.S. Department 
of Transportation 

Federal Aviation 
Administration 

AUG 19 2014 

Re: Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request 2014-2170 

This letter responds to your January 4, 2014 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request 
seeking "copies of any letters, e-mails, or other written or electronic communications 
requesting or demanding individuals and organizations cease and desist, stop operating, or 
stop advertising unmanned aerial vehicles." 

A search was conducted in the Federal Aviation Administration's (FAA) Unmanned Aircraft 
Systems (UAS) Integration Office, AFS-80. This office located a copy of 17 records of 
warning letters and e-mails sent out by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) regional 
offices to individuals responsive to your request. 

Sincerely, 

d-~~s D Manager 
UAS Integration Office, AFS-80 



U.S. Department 
of Transportation 

Federal Aviation 
Administration 

July 5, 2012 

Western-Pacific Region 
Flight Standards Division Manager 

CERTIFIED MAIL No. 7003 2260 0003 7299 2774 

Mr. Devin Hendrick 
Hover Effect, LLC 
505 Nevada ST. 
Sausalito, CA 94965 

Dear Mr. Hendrick: 

P. 0. Box 92007 
Los Angeles, CA 90009-2007 

My name is Brad Howard, I am the regional Unmanned Aircraft ·system (UAS) specialist 
for the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Western-Pacific Region. I recently viewed 
your company's internet website.describing your use of a UAS for the purpose of 
commercial cinematography and other aerial photography. While I applaud your innovative 
use of the UAS, I must inform you the FAA has taken steps to ensure the public safety 
regarding all UAS operations. These initial steps take a "do no harm~' approach to preserve 
the world's safest air transportation system. Currently, the FAA authorizes UAS operations 
by three means. · 

1. Certificate of Authorization (COA). This authorization allows public entities, i.e., 
federal, state, and municipal government'related organizations, to self certify their 
aircraft The FAA reviews the operation to ensure it is in the public interest, safe, and 
does not significantly impact the safety of other air traffic or persons on the ground To 

· issue a CO A normally takes about 60 business days. 

2. .Experimental Certification. For civil operators, the FAA can issue an experimental 
aircraft certificate in accordance with Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 
CFR) Part 21. This allows for experimentation and development of the aircraft, market 
development, and training of prospective clients. An aircraft issued an experimental 
airworthiness certificate may not be used to carry passengers or cargo for compensation 
or hire. 

3. Recreational hobbyists. This group is comprised of those individuals who use UAS only 
for recreational enjoyment in accordance with Advisory Circular 91-57. This generally 
applies to operations away from airports, persons, and buildings, below 400 feet above 
ground level, and within visual line of sight. 

The restrictions associated witli UAS operations in the national airspace system are 
necessary at this time to permit the FAA to fully access the technical development of the 
UAS and put into effect some regulatory bounds to ensure the public safety since most of 
the UAS currently available are not manufactured and maintained to the standards of 
manned aircraft. Similarly, most pilots wishing to fly UASs are not trained, certified, or 
familiar with the rules of the air to ensure the safety of others. 
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Moreover, the liability implications of such operation3 Without proper authorization. from the 
FAA could be devastating to the person operating the UAS should an unfortunate accident 
occur. 

Based on my review of your company's web site "hovercraft.com", it appears you are 
currently ~ing a UAS for compensation or hire to produce commercial videos along with 
still photographs of residential and commercial real estate without proper authorization. 

I must insist you to immediately cease these operations until you have the proper 
authorization, failure to do so could subject you and/or hovercraft to enforcement action by 
our agency. As I mentioned earlier, some civil operators have been granted experimental 
certificates for UAS operations, I recommend you to follow suit. 

More information regarding UAS use can be found at the FAA Unmanned Aircraft Program 
Office's website, located at the following URL: http://www.faa.gov/about/initiatives/uas/ or 
ifyou have any questions, I can be contacted at 310-725-7266. 

Sincerely, 

Brad Howard 
Aviation Safety Inspector 



From: 
To: 
Cc: 
Ba;: 

AMn A flrunner 
ro<evm».fran!s®ai.!!llH corn 
wavoe c Radidse 
Joan M Seward 

Subject: RC Helia:lpf.ers vs UAS Infomiatfon · 
09/25/2012 08:32 AM Date: 

Dear Mr. Frank, 

My name is Alvin Brunner, and I am the regional Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) specialist for 
the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). An artide from the Villages of Park. Glen Neighborhood 
Association newsletter was handed to me, which caught my attention. The article mentions your 
interest In the use of remote control helicopters {UAS) for aerial photography. I must inform you 
the FM has taken steps to ensure the public safety regarding all UAS operations. It appears, 
based on the article, that you may intend to use UAS without proper authorization, and possibly 
for commercial purposes. If so, this Is In Violation of FAA mandates for UAS. UAS are unable to 
comply with the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) and need specific FAA authorization. I must 
advise you to use your UAS in a_ legal and responsible manner to ensure public safety. 

The FAA has the requirement for the regulation and safe operation of the National Airspace 
System which covers all navigable airspace in the US. Currently, the FM authorizes UAS 
operations by three means: 

1. Certificate of Authorjzatlon (COA) 
This authorization is an approved exemption that allows recognized public entities, i.e. 
federal, state, and municipal government related agencies and organizations, to self certify 
their aircraft, and conduct operations in aa:ordance with the COA. The FAA reviews the . 
operation to ensure it is in the public Interest, safe, is operated only by the proponent, and 
does not significantly impact the safety of other air traffic or persons on the ground. 

2. Special Authorization Certificate in the Experimental Category 
For cMI operators, the FM can Issue an experimental aircraft certificate in accordance 
with 14 CFR Part 21. This allows for testing and development of the aircraft, mark.et 
development, and training of pilots and. crewmembers for prospective clients. Any other 
uses under this certificate are prohibited. The experimental certi:ficate application process 
is spelled out in.FAA Order 8130.348. If you have any additional questions about the 
Special Airworthiness Certificate or petition process, please contact Thomas Rampulla at 
thomas.raropulla@faa.gov. 

3. Advisory Circular 91-57 for Recreational hobbyiS:S : 
Those who use UAS only for recreational enjoyment, operate in accordance with Advisory 
arcular 91-57. This generally applies to operations in remotely populated areas away 
from airports, persons and buildings, below 400 feet Above Ground Level, and within 
visual line of sight. On February 6, 2007 the FAA published UAS guidance in the Federal 
Register, 14 CPR Part 91 / Docket No. FAA-2006-25714 I Unmanned Airaaft 
Operations in the National Airspace System. Toward the end of the docket it says, 
''The FAA recognizes that people and companies other than modelers might be flying UAS 
with the mistaken understanding that they are legally operating under the authority of AC 
91-57. AC 91-57 only applies to modelers, and thus specifically excludes Its use by 
pecions or companies for business purposes." 

UAS use has grown exponentially and most are not certified, manufactured, or maintained to the 
standards of manned aircraft. Similarly, most operating UASs are not pilot trained, certified, or 
familiar with 14 CFR to ensure the safety of others. Since the FAA currently does not authorize 
any UAS operation to be conducted for commercial purposes, the liability Implications of such 
operations without authorization could be devastating to the person operating the UAS should an 
unfortunate accident occur. · 

More information regarding UAS use can be found at the following website: 

www.faa.gov/about/initiatives/uas/ 



The FAA is working diligently to inoorporate UAS into the National Airspace, and has been 
directed by Congress to integrate UAS by September 2015. For your safety, and the safety of 
others, pfease do not engage iri any commercial·UAS operations. 

Please contact me at 817-222-5246 with any questions during normal business hours. 

Alvin Brunner 
Aviation. Safety Inspector 
NextGen Branch, UAS & AWOPM 
817-222-5246 
alvin.a.brunl')er@faa.gov 

Any comments you may have on services provided are appreciated. 
Please email feedback to: 
hftp:f/www_.faa.gov/about{offlce.:..org/headquarters_offlces/avs/stakeholder_feedback/afs/reglonal/ . . 



U.S. Deportment 
of Transportation 

Federal Aviation 
Administration 

MAY 16 2013 

CERTIFIED MAIL-RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Reed Timmer 
Torr:iado Videos.net!IVNWeather 
4060 Nicole Pl 
Norman OK 73072 

Dear Mr. Timmer, 

Our office recently became aware of your web sit.e, www.tomadovideos.net advertising the use of a 
quadcopter or Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) for the civil and commercial purposes of selling 
videos and conducting tornado research. 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has the requirement for the regulation and safe 
operation of the National Airspace System which covers all navigable airspace in the US. Private 
land owners do not have any jurisdiction over the airspace above their property and cannot prohibit 
or allow aviation operations over their land. Unmanned Airtraft are unable to comply with Title 14, 
Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) and need a specific FAA authorization. The purpose of this 
letter is to infonn you the FAA has taken steps to ensure the public safefy' regarding all UAS 
operations. Currently, the FAA authoriz.es UAS operations by three means: · 

I. Certificate of Authorization {COA) 
This authorization is an approved exemption that allows recognized public entities, i.e. federal, 
state, and municipal government related agencies and organizations, to self-certify their aircraft 
and conduct operations in accordance with the certificate after approval. The F APJ., reviews the 
operation to ensure it is in the public interest, safe, is operated by only the proponent, and does: 
not significantly impact the safety of other air traffic or persons on the ground. To issue a COA 
normally takes aoout 60 business days once the proponent completes application and verifies i~ 
status as a public entity. 

2. Special Authorization Certificate in the E:x,perimental Categozy 
For civil operators, the FAA can issue an experimental aircraft certificate in accordance with 14 
CPR Part 21. This allows for testing and development of the aircraft, market development, and 
training of pilots and crewmembers for prospective clients. · 

3. Advisory Circular 91-57 for Recreational hobbyists 
Those who use UAS only for recreational enjoyment and not for compensation or hire, operate in 
accordance with Advisory Circular (AC) 91-57. This generally applies to operations in remotely 
populated areas away from airports, perSons and buildings, below 400 feet Above Ground Level, 
and within visual line of sight. The FAA recognizes that people and companies other than 
mo9-elers might be flying UAS with the mistaken understanding tbat they are legally operating 
under the authority of AC 91-57. AC 91-57 only applies to modelers, and thus specifically 
excludes its use by persons or companies for business or research purposes. · 



'' 

The three means ofUAS operations above are necessary due to the technical pace of UAS 
development and the proliferation of aircraft in our National Airspace System. UAS use has grown 
exponentially and most are not certified, manufactured, or maintained to the standards of manned 
aircraft. As a result, the FAA has put guidelines into effect to ensure public safety. Similarly, most 
wishing to operate UASs are not pilot trained, certified, or familiar with the Code of Federal 
Regulations to ensure the safety of others. While the FAA currently does not allow any UAS 
operation to be conducted for commercial purposes, the liability implications of such operations 
without authorization could be devastating to the person operating the UAS should an unfortunate 
accident occur. 

2 

It app~ •. based on your website, that you are currently using UAS without proper authorization and 
for civi~ooihm~cial purposes. This is in violation of FAA guidance for UAS. If this is true, I· 
must advise you to cease operatjons until you have the proper authorization and safety is ensured. 
Proper authorization as a public entity can be obtained with a COA. If.you are not certified to 
conduct public operations, you would be required to operate under the second option described 
above. The petition to 14 CPR Section 2 l .191 and the petition to 14 CFR Section 91.319 are not 
easily granted, you may go completely though the process and not receive the experimental 
certificate or the exemption. Also, please be advised that the applicatiOJ1 for an experimental 
certificate will require.technical diagrams of your aircraft and radio control equipment. The 
experimental certificate application process is spelled out in FAA Order 8130.34B. If you have any 
additional questjons about the Special Airworthiness Certificate· or petition process, please contact 
Thomas Rampulla at thomas.rampulJa@faa.gov. 

More infonnatio~ regarding U!'-S program. µse can be found at the foll?win~ websites: 

• www.fua.gov/about/initiatives/uas/ 
• www.faa.gov/about/initiatives/uas/reg/ 

The FAA is working diligently to incorporate UAS into the National Airspace (NAS) and bas been 
directed by Congress· to integrate UAS by September 2015. For your safety and the safety of others, 
we require you to cease UAS operations as indicated by your website. 

Please contact Alvin Bnmner, UAS Aviation Saf~ Inspector, at 817-222.-5246 with any questions 
during normal business hours. 

Sincerely, 

Alvin A. Brunner ID 
A via.don Safety Inspector 



U.S. Deportment 
of Tronsportotton 

Federal Aviation 
Administration 

August 30, 2012 

CERTIFIED MAIL-RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

. Lucas Light. Aerial Director 
Flares & ·stacks Inc. 
12697 Johnson Rd, Conroe TX 77302 

Dear Mr. Light, 

Our office recently became aware of your services and your website advertising the use of 
remote control helicopters, or unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) for commercial purposes, 
specif!cally, aerial inspection of flare tips and various stacks. This letter is to inform you the 
Federal Aviation Administration (FM) has taken steps to en~ute the public safety regarding 
all UAS operations. It appears, based on your website and a complaint of your operation, 
that you are currently using UAS without proper authorization? and for commercial 
purposes. If so, this is· in violation of FAA mandates for UAS. UAS are unable to comply 
with the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) and need specific FAA authorization. I must 
advise you, and Flares & Stacks Inc., to cease all UAS commercial operations to ensure 
public safety. 

The FAA has the requirement for the regulation and safe operation of the National Airspace 
System whi<;h covers all navigable airspace in the US. Currently, the FAA authorizes UAS 
operations by three means: 

I. Certificate of Authorization (COA) 
This authorization is an approved exemption that allows recognized public entities, 
i.e. federal, state, and municipal govemment related agencies and organizations. to 
self certify their aircraft, and conduct operations in accordance with the COA. The 
FAA reviews the operation to ensure it is in the public interest, safe, is operated only 
by the proponent, and does not significantly impact the safety of other air traffic or 
persons on the ground. 

2. Special Authorization Certificate in the Experimental Category: 
For civil operators, the FAA can issue an experim:ental aircraft certificate in 
accordance with 14 CFR Part 21. This allows for testing and development of the 
aircraft, market development, and training of pilots and crewmembers for 
prospective clients. Any other uses under this certificate are prohibited. The 
experimentti.l ce1tificate application process is spelled out in FAA Order 8130.34B. If 
you have any additional questions about the Special Airworthiness Certificate or 
petition process, please contact Thomas Rampulla at thomas.rampulJa@faa.gov. 

<VU ING S'\'M80t. 

u<ITl ... t.$SIG 

»ATll 

w!rll.'«i SY~ww. 

NmAl.StStO 

~A'tli 

"°""""'SYMl!OL 

"'f!l,\l,S'SIG 

l>Ai1' 

"""""" $"11IBOI. 

NmALSiSIO 

P,\Tll 

RotmllO sYMOOI. 

llml<!.SIS!G 

<>ATE 

rt0Ullt10SVMllOI. 

.... ~l..$'SIG 

~ATI> 

~OIJTINGSV).100!. 

N!11AL$1Sl(i 

<>AT!l 

~01.JTl.."lO SYMOOf, 

IXITJAf.sr.stO 

PAte 
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3. Advisory Circular 91-57 for Recreational hobbyists 
Those who use UAS only for recreational enjoyment, operate in accordance with 
Advisory Circular 91-57. This generally applies to operations in remotely populated 
areas away from airports, persons and buildings, below 400 feet Above Ground 
Level, and within visual line of sight. On February 6, 2007 the FAA published UAS 
guidance in the Federal Register, 14 CFR Part 91 /Docket No. FAA-2006-25714 / 
Unmanned Aircraft Operations in the National Airspace System. Toward the 
end of the docket it says, "The FAA recognizes that people and companies other than 
modelers might be flying UAS with the mistaken understanding that they are legally 
operating under the authority of AC 91-57. AC 91-57 only applies to modelers; and 
thus specifically excludes its use by persons or companies for business purposes." 

UAS use has grown exponentially and most are not certified, manufactured, or maintained to 
the standards of m~ed aircraft. Similarly, most operating UASs are not pilot trained, 
certified, or familiar with 14 CFR to ensure the safety of others. Since the FAA currently · 
does not authoi;ize any UAS operation to be conducted for coounercial purposes, the liability 
implications of such operations without authorization could be devastating to the person 
operating the UAS should an unfortunate accident occur. 

More infonuation regarding UAS use can be found at the following websites: 

• www.faa.gov/about/initiatives/uas/ 
• · ww\v.faa.gov/about/initiatives/uas/reg/ 

The FAA is working diligently to incorporate U AS into the National Airspace, and has been 
directed by Congress to integrate UAS by Septembet' 2015. For your safety and the safety of 
others, we require you to cease any commercial UAS operations as indicated by your 
website. : 

Please contact me at 817-222~5246 with any questions during norn;ial business hours. 

Sincerely, . 
Or1tp :;u_~ 
Alvin A. Brunner III 
Aviation Safety Inspector 

ASW-220ABnmner;aab;x5246;8/30/12 



, .... 

U.S. Department 
of Tronspqfatron 
Federal Aviation 
Admlnlsfration 

September 12, 2012 

CERTlFffiD MAIL-R.B'I1JRN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Mark La Boyteaux 
Hawkeye Media 
_3036 ThiCket Bend C~ 
Fort Worth, TX 16244 

Dear Mr. La. Boyteaux, 

Our office recently became-aware of your services and website advertising the use of remQte 
control helicopters~ or w:rm.ann.ed aircraft systems (UAS) for commercial purposes,. 
specifically, aerial photography. Thls letter is to inform you the Federal Aviation . 
Administration (J!AA) has taken st~ps to ensure the publli;: safety regarding aU UAS 
operations. It appears, based on your website and a co:tnplaint of your operatio~ that you are 
qurrently using UAS without prap~ authol'Wttio14 and for co~erclal purposes. If so, this 
is in violatiot!- of FAA mandates fot UAS. UASs are unable te> oo:tnply with the Code of 
Federal Regtilations (CFR) and need specifi9 FAA authorization. I must advise yo~ and 
Hawkeye Media, to cease all UAS commercial operati~ to ensure public safety. 

The FAA has the requirement for the regulation and safe opexation of the National Airspace 
System which oovers all navigable airspace in the US. Currently> the FAA authorizes UAS 
operat;ions by three means: 

I. Certificate of Authorization (CQA} 
This auth.01izationis an approved exemption which allows recognized public entities, · 
i.e. federal> state, and municipal government related agencies and organizations, to 
self certify their aircraft, and conduct operations in accordance with the COA. The 
FAA reviews the operation to ensure it is in the publio interest, safe~ is operated only 
by the proponent, and does not significantly impact the safi:ty of other air tra!fic or 
persons on the ground. 

2. Special Authorization Certificate in the Experimental Category 
For 9ivil operators, the F .AA can issue an experimental aircraft certificate in 
accordance with Titlel4, Code of Federal Regulations {14 CFR) Fart 21. This allows 
for testing and development of the aircraft, market development, and training of pilots 
and crewmembers for prospective clients. Any other uses under this certificate are 
prohibited. The experimental ce~cate application process is spelled out in FAA 
Order 8130.34B. If you have any additional questions about the Special 



Airwortltlness Certificate or petition process, please contact Thomas Rampulla at 
thomas.ramQnlla@faa.gov. 

3. Advisox:y Circular 91-57 for Recreational hobbyists 

2 

Those who use UAS only for recreational enjoyment operate in accordance with 
Advisory Circular 91 -57. This generally applies to operations in remotely populated 
areas away from airports, p'ersons and buildings, below 400 feet above groWld level. 
and within visual line of sight. On Febroary 6, 2007, the FAA published UAS 
guidance in the Federal Register, 14 CFR Part 91 /Docket No. FAA-2006-25714 / 
Unmanned Aircraft Operations in the National Airspace System. Toward the end 
of the docket it says, "The FAA recognizes that people and companies other than. 
modelers might be flying UAS with the mistaken understanding that they are legally 
operating under the authority of AC 91 ~57. AC 91-57 only applies to modelers, and 

· thus spe<?ifically excludes its use by persons or companies for business purposes." 

UAS nse has grown e:xponenti.ally and most are not certified, manufactured, or maintained to 
the standards of manned aircraft. Similarly, most operating UASs arc not pilot trained, 
certified, or familiar with 14 CFR. to ensure the safety of others. Since the FAA cUIIently 
does not authorize any UAS operation to be conducted for commercial purposes,. the liability 
implications of such operations without authorization could be devastating to the person 
operating the UAS should an unfortunate accident occlll.". 

More information regarding UAS use can be found at the following websites: 

• www.faa.gov/about/'mitiatives/uas/ 
• www.faci.gov/about/initiatives/uas/reg/ 

The FAA is working diligently to incorporate UAS into the National Airspace, and !las been 
directed by Congress to integrate UASs by September 2015. For yom safety and the safety 
of others. we require you to cease any commercial UAS operations as indicated by yoitr 
website. · 

Please contact me at 817.'.222-5246 with any questions during normal business homs. 

Sincerely> 

1)0· 
~~Alvin~ 

Aviatiop Safety Inspectol' 



U.S. Department 
of TronspartaHon 
Federal Avltlflon 
Admini!ifraHon 

April lO, 2013 

CERT ff mo MAIL~ RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Mr. Jack Quirk 
1.<J Productions 
309 N. Harrison, Enid, OK 73703 

Dear Mr. Quirk, 

Out off tee recently cattte ~ross 'the Enid News article on April 7th, and subsequently your web site, 
www.kjproductions, publicizing the use of a hexacopter unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) for the 
commercial purposes of aerial photography. TJte purpose of this letter is to infonn you the FAA has 
taken steps to ensure the public safety, regarding all UAS operations, and to. warn you against 
unauthorized use ofUAS. 

Tbe Federal Aviation Administration (FAA} has a requirement for the regulation and safe operation 
of the National Airspace System which covers all navigable airspace in the US. Private land owners 
do not have any jurisdiction over the airspace above their property and cannot prohibit or allow 
aviation operations over their lrutd. Unmanned Aircraft are unable to comply with the Code of 
Federal Regulations (CPR) and need a spe<:ific FAA authorization. Currently, the FAA authorizes 
UAS operations by. three means: 

1. Certificate of Autllorjzation (CQA) 
This authorizatiort is an approved exemption wltich allows recognized public entities, i.e. federal, 
state. and municipal government related agencies and organizations, to self~certify their aircraft 
and conduct operations in accordance with the certificate after approval. The FAA reviews the 
operation fD ensure it is in the public interest, safe, is operated by only the proponent, and does 
not significantly impact the safety of other air traffic or persons on the ground. To issue a COA 
nonnally takes about 60 business days once the proponent completes application and verifies its 
status as a public.entity. 

2. Special Authorization Certificate ip the Experimental Category 
For civil operators, the FAA can issue an experimental aircraft certificate, in accordance with 
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 21. This allows for testing and development of the 
aircraft, market development, and training of pilots and crewmembers for prospective clients. 

3. Advisory Circular9l-57 for Recl'eational hobbyists 
Those who use UAS only for recreational enjoyment, and not for compensation or hire, may 
operate UAS in accordance with Advisory Circular 91-57. This generally applies. to operations in 
remotely populated areas away from airports,. persons and buildings, below 400 feet Above 
Ground Level, and within visual line of sight. TI1e FAA recognizes people and companies other 
than modelers: might be flying UAS with the mistaken understanding they are legally operating 
under tfte authority of AC 91-57. AC 91-57 only applies to modelers, and thus specifically 
excludes its use by persons or companies for business purposes. 
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The three means of U AS operations above are necessary due to the technical pace of UAS 
development and the .proliferation of aircraft in our National Airspace System. UAS use has grown 
exponentially and most are not certified, manufuctured, or maintained to the standards of manned 
aircraft. As a result, the FAA has put guidelines into effect to ensure public safety. Similarly, most 
wishing to operate UASs are not pilot trained, ce1tified, or familiar with the Code of Federal 
Regulations to ensure the safety of others. The FAA currently does not allow any UAS operation to 
be conducted 'for commercial purposes. The liability implications of such operations without 
authorization could be devastating to the person operating the UAS, should an unfortunate accident 
occur. 

2 

It appear1;1, based on the Enid News article and your website, that you are currently using a UAS 
without proper authorization and for commercial purposes, This is in violation of FAA guidance. If 
this is true, r must advise you to cease operations until you have the proper authorization and safety is 
ensured. Proper authorization as a public entity can be obtained with a Certificate of Authoriiation 
(COA). Jf you are not certified to conduct public operations. you wuuld be required to .operate under 
the second option described above. The petition to 14 CFR 21.191 and the petition to 14 CFR.91.319 
are not easily granted, you may go completely though the process and not receive the experimental 
certificate or the exemption. Also, please be advised the application for an experimental certificate 
will require technical diagrams of your aircraft and radio control equipment. The experimental· 
certificate applicatfon process is spelled out in FAA Order 8130.348. If you have any additional 
questions about the Special Airworthiness Certificate or petition process, please contact Thomas 
Rampulla at thomas.rampullat?>.faa.gov. 

More information regarding UAS program use can be found at the following websites: 

• www.faa.gov/about/lnitiatives/uasf 
• www.faa.gov/about/initiatives/uas/reg/ 

The FAA is working diligently to incorporate UAS into the National Airspace (NAS) and has ~n 
directed by Congress to integrate VAS by September 20 l 5. For your safety and the safety of others, 
we require you to cease UAS operations as indicated by your website. 

Please contact AJvin Brunner, UAS Aviation Satefy Inspector, al 817-222-5246 with any questions 
during no~al business hours. 

Sincerely, 

dc~a~
7 

Alvin A. Brunner III 
Aviation Safety Inspector 

ASW-220ABrunner;aab;x5246;4/10/2013: (L:\ASW220\UAS\KJ Productions CnD Ur.doc) 



U.S. Department 
ot Transporfation 
federal Avfatlori 
Administration 

CERTlPIED MAIL- RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Phil Jackson 
. Price-Edwards & Co. 
2 t 0 Park Ave Ste l OOOt Oklahoma City OK 73 l 02 

Dear Mr. Jackson, 

Our office recently came across a news article in Tlte Oklahoman highlighling the use of a 
qua.dcopter or unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) for civil or oommercial purposes of aerial 
photography and survey. 

The Fed('.ral Aviation Administration (FAA) has the requirement for the regulation and safe 
operation of the National Airspace System which covers all navigable airspace in the US. Private 
land owners do not have any jurrsdfction over the airspace above their property and cannot 
prohibit or allow aviation operations over their land. Unmanned Aircraft are unable to comply 
with Title 14, Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) and need a specific FAA authorization. The 

~ purpose of this letter is to inform you the FAA has taken steps to ensure the public safety 
regarding all VAS operations. Cun·ently, the FAA authorizes UAS operations by three means: 

I. Certificate of Authorization {COAl 
This authorization is an approved exemption tltat allows recognized public entities, i.e. 
federal, state, and .mun~cipal government ~lated agencies and organizations, to self-certify 
their aircraft and conduct operations in accordance with the certificate after approval. The 
FAA rev(ews the operation to ensure it is in the public interest, safe, is OP..erated by only the 
proponent, and does not significantly impact the safety of other air traffic 01· persons on the 
ground. To issue a COA nonnally takes about 60 business days once the proponent 
completes application and verifies its status as a public entity. 

2. Special Authorization Certificate in the Experimental Category 
For civil operators, the FAA can issue an experimental aircraft certificate in accordance with 
14 CFR, pmt 21. This allows for testing and development of the aircraft, market 
development. and training of pilots and crewmembers for prospective clients. 

3. Adviso1y Cjrcu!ar 91~57 for Recreational hobbyists 
Those who use UAS 011ly for recreational enjoyment and not for compensatiOll or hire, 
operate in accordance widt Advisory Circular(AC) 91-57. This generally applies to 
operations in remotely populated areas away from airports, persons and buildings, below 400 
feet Above Ground Levef, and within visual line of sight. The FAA recognizes lhat peopfe 
and companies other than modelers might be flying UA~ with tile mistaken underst~nding 
that they a1·e legally operating under the authority of AC 91-57. AC 91-57 only applies to 
modelers, and thus specifically excludes its use by persons or companies for business 
purposes. 

llITTALS.•SlG 
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The three means of U AS operations above are necessary due to the technical pace of U AS 
development and the proliferation of aircraft in our National Airspace System. UAS use has 
grown exponentially and most are not ce11ified, manufactured, or maintained to the standards of 
manned aircraft. As a result, the FAA has put guidelines into effect to ensure public safety. 
Similarly, most wishing to operate UASs ai·e not pilot trained, certified, or familiar with the Code 
of Federal Regulations to ensure the safety of others. While the FAA currently does not allow 
any UAS operation to be conducted for commercial purposes, the liability implications of such 
opemtions without authorization could be devastating to the person operating the UAS should an 
unfortunate accident occur. 

It appears, based on the article, that you are currently u·sing UAS without proper authorization 
and for civil oreommercial purposes. This is in violation of PAA guidance for UAS. If this is 
true, I must advise you to cease operations until you have the proper authorization and safety is 
ensured. Proper authorization as a public entity can be obtained with a Certificate of 
Authorization (COA). If you are not certified to conduct public operations, you would be 
required to operate under the second option described above. The petition to 14 CFR section 
21.191 and the petition to 14 CPR section 91.319 are not easily granted, you may go completely 
though the process and not receive the experimental certificate or the exemption. Also, please be 
advised that the application for au experimental certificate will require technical diagrams of your 
aircraft and radio control equipment. The experimental certificate application process is spelled 
out in FAA Order 8130.348. If you have any additional questions about the Speci!.ll 
Airworthiness Certificate or petition process, please contact Thomas Rampulla at 
thomas.rampulla@raa.goy. · 

More infonnation regarding UAS program use can be found at the following websites: 

• www.faa.gov/aboutlinitiatives/uas/ 
•· www.foa.gov/about/initiatives/uas/reg/ 

The FAA is working diligently to incorporate OAS into the National Airspace (NAS) and has 
been directed by Congress to integrate UAS by September 2015. For your safety and the safety 
of others, we require you to cease UAS operations as indicated by your website. 

,. 

Please contact Alvin Brunner, UAS Aviation Safety Inspector, at 817-222-5246 with any 
questions during normal business hours. 

Sincerely. 

t2L~ 
Alvin A. Brunner IJI 
Aviation Safety Inspector 

ASW-220ABnmner;aab;x5246;6/25/2013: (L:\ASW220\UAS\Price-Edwards & Co CnD 
Ltr.doc) 



u.s. Department 
of Transportatton 

Federal Aviation 
Administration 

June 11, 2013 

Adrian Frothingham 
Drones West LLC 
119 91st Ave SW 
Suite#l4-B 
Lake Stevens, WA 98258 

Mr. Frothingham: 

Northwest Mountain R.egion 
Colorado, Idaho, Montana, 
Oregon, Utah, Washington, 
Wyoming 

Flight Standards Regional Office 
1601 Lind Ave SW., Suite 560 
Renton, Washington 98057 

Your company's Unmanned Aircraft System (OAS) operation, described on your Drones West 
LLC website has been brought to the attention of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), 
Flight Standards Division, Next Generation Branch, ANM-220. During our conversation on, 
June 6, 2013, you provided information on your operation that includes flying uncertified small 
UAS helicopters for hire for aerial photography. 

The following steps are in place to ensure the public safety regarding all UAS operations in the 
National Airspace System (NAS) 

Currently, the FAA authorizes UAS operations it'l the NA~ by three means: 

1. Certificate of Authorization (COA). This authorization is an approved exemption that 
allows recognized public entities, i.e. federal. state, and municipal government related 
agencies and organizations, to self certify their aircraft and conduct operations in 
accordance with the certificate after approval. The FAA reviews the operation to ensure 
it is in the public interest, safe, is operated by only the proponent, and does not 
significantly impact the safety of other air traffic or persons on the ground. To issue a 
GOA normally takes about 60 business days once the proponent completes application 
and verifies its status as a public entity. 

2. Special Authorization Certificate in the Experimental Category. For civil operators, 
the FAA can issue an experimental aircraft certificate in accordance with the Code of 
Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 2 l. This. allows for testing and development of the 
aircraft, market development, and training of pilots and crewmembers for prospective 
clients. Airwor1hi11e.-;s Certification under 1he experiential categm:r does not allowjor 
commercial operations per CFR 91319 (ct) (2) 

3. Advisory Circular 91-57 for recreational hobbyists. Those who use UAS only for 
recreational enjoyment and not for compensation or hire, operate in accordance with 
Advisory Circular 91-57. This generally applies to operations in remotely populated 
areas away from airpo1ts, :persons and buildings, below 400 feet AGL and within visual 
line of sight. The FAA Reauthorization Act of2012, now Public Law l 12-95, Section 
336, also defines Model Aircraft and their allowed uses, restricting their operation to 
visual line of sight operations and to hobby or recreational purposes. 
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Based on your described UAS operations, you are currently using a UAS without proper 
authorization and for commercial purposes. This is in violation of FAA policy and guidance for 
UAS. You are requested to utilize a manned asset for your operations until the FAA can be 
assured of the safety of your operation and that you have the proper authorization. If you can 
declare yourself as a public entity, you may make a formal on-line application for a COA by . 
contacting Mr. Randy Willis, (202) 385-4661, to set up an on-line application account if you 
desire. If you are not certified to conduct public operations and would like to consider a Special 
Authorization Certificate, we can put you in touch with the program office in Washington, DC 
for consideration. If you intend to operate your aircraft for recreational purposes, you must 
comply with AC-91-57 and Public Law 112-95 and operate in a remote, unpopulated area. 

More information regarding UAS use can be found at the FAA UAS Integration Office's 
website: http://www.faa.gov/about/initiatives/uas/. The programs and policy page may also be 
of interest to you: Unmanned Aircraft Svstems (UAS) - Regulations & Policies. 

The FAA is working diligently to incorporate UAS into the NAS and has been directed by 
Congress to integrate UAS by September 2015. 

Thank you for your cooperation and understanding in this manner, it is greatly appreciated. 

If you have any questions, please contactn:te_b;v.,phone (425) 917-656'5 or email me at 
Micheal.DeMent·Myers@faa.gov. ·· · - ·· · 

Sincerely, 

Michael PeMent-Myers 
Aviation Safety Inspector 
ANM220 Nex.tGen 



Michael Harris 

Your .unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) operation, described on your Elevated Work s 
website ~as b~en bro~ght to the attention of our office. In our conversation today 
you prov:.rded information on your operation that includes flying uncertified small UAS 
helicopters for hire as an aerial photographer. 

Several attached documents from your website confirm your commercial UAS 
activity. · · 

http:/lwww.elevatedwork,com 

The following steps are in place to ensure the public safety regarding all UAS 
operations in the National Airspace System (NAS) · 

Currently, the FAA authorizes UAS operations in the NAS by three means: 

1. Certificate of Authorization (COA). This authorization is an approved 
exemption that allows recognized public entitles, i.e. federal, state, and 
municipal government related agencies and organizations, to self certify their 
aircraft and conduct operations in accordance with the certificate after 
approval: The FAA reviews the operation to ensure it is In the public interest, 
safe, Is operated by only the proponent, and does not significantly impac:t the 
safety of other air traffic or persons on the ground. To issue a COA normally 
takes about 60 business days once the proponent completes application and 
verifies its status as a public entity. 

-2. Special Authorization Certificate in the Experimental Category. For civil 
operators, the FAA can issue an experimental aircraft certificate in accordance 
with the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 21. This allows for testing 
and development of the aircraft, market development, and training of pilots 
and crewmembers for prospective clients. See the attached FAA Order 
8130.346, Airworthiness Certification of Unmanned Aircraft Systems and 
Optionally Piloted Aircraft. However, obtaining a Experimental Certification 
does not allow for commercial operations per CFR 91.319 (a) (2) 

3. Advisory Circular 91-57 for recreational hobbyists. Those who use UAS only 
for recreational enjoyment and not for compensation or hire, operate in 
accordance with Advisory Circular 91-57. This generally applies to operations 
in remotely populated areas away from airports, persons and buildings, below 
400 feet AGL and within visual line of sight. The FAA Reauthorization Act of 
2012, now Public Law 112-95, Section 336, also defines Model Aircraft and 
their allowed uses, restricting their operation to visual line of sight operations 
and to hobby or recreational purposes. 

These restrictions for UAS operations are necessary at this time due to fhe technical 
pace of UAS development and the proliferation of aircraft in NAS. Their potential use 
has grown exponentially. This has caused the FAA to put into effect some regulatory 



limits to ensure the public safety since most of the UAS currently available are not 
certified, manufactured, or maintained to the standards of manned aircraft. Similarly, 
most pilots wishing to fly UASs are not trained, certified, or familiar with the Code of 
Federal Regulations to ensure the safety of others. While FM policy currently does 
not allow any UAS operation to be conducted for commercial purposes, the liability 
implications of such operations without authorization could be devastating to the 
person operating the UAS should an unfortunate accJdent ~ccur. 

~~~~~;.\ . -
Based on your described UAS operations, you are currently using a UAS without 
proper authorization and for commercial purposes. This is in violation of FAA policy 
and guidance for UAS. You are requested to utilize a manned asset for your 
operations until the FAA can be assured of the safety of your operation and that you 
have the proper authorization. If you can declare yourself as a public entity, you 
may make a formal on-line application for a COA by contacting Mr. Randy Willis, 
202-385-4661 to set up an on-line application account if you desire. If you are not 
certified to conduct public operations and would like to consider a Special 
Authorization Certificate, we can put you in touch with the program office in 
Washington, DC for consideration. If you Intend to operate your aircraft for 
recreational purp9ses, you should comply with AC-91-57 and Public Law 112-95 and 
operate in a remote,_ unpopulated area. 

More information regarding UAS use can be found at the FAA UAS Integration 
Office's website: http://www.faa.gov/about/lnitiatiyes/uas/. The programs and 
policy page may also be of interest to you: Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) -
Regulations & Policies. 

The FAA is working diligently to incorporate UAS into the NAS and has been directed 
by Congress to Integrate UAS by September 2015. 

Please contact our office any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Dement-Myers 
ANM220 NextGen 
-425.917.6566 



Tim Walker 
Elevated Work 

Mr. Walker: 

Your Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) operation, descril;Jed on your Elevated Work s 
website has been broughf to the attention of our office. In our conversation today 
you provided information on your operation that includes flying uncertified small.UAS 
helicoptern for hire as an aerial photographer. 

Several attached documents from your website confirm your commercial UAS 
activity. 

http://www.elevatedwork.com 

The following steps are in place to ensure the public .safety regarding all UAS 
operations in the National Airspace System (NAS) 

Currently, the FAA authorizes UAS operations in the NAS by three means: 

1. Certificate of Authorization (COA). This authorization Is an approved 
exemption that allows recognized public entities, i.e. federal, state, and 
municipal government related agencies and organizations, to self certify their 
aircraft and conduct operations In-accordance with the certificate after 
approval. The FAA reviews the operation to ensure it Is In the public Interest, 
safe~ is operated by only the proponent, and does not significantly impact the 
safety of other air traffic or persons on the ground. To issue a COA normally 
takes about 60 business days once the proponent completes application and 
verifies its status as a public entity. 

2. Special Authorization Certificate in the Experimental Category. For civil 
operators, the FAA can issue an experimental aircraft certificate in accordance 
with the Code of Federal Regula_tions (CFR) Part 21. This allows for testing 
and development of the aircraft, market development, and training of pilots· 
and crewmembers for prospective clients. See the attached FAA Order 
8130.346, Airworthiness Certification of Unmanned Aircraft Systems and 
Optionally Piloted Aircraft. However, obtaining a Experimental Certification 
does not allow for commercial operations per CFR 91.319 (a) (2) 

3. Advisory Circular 91-57 for recreational hobbyists. Those who use UAS only 
for recreational enjoyment and not for compensation or hire, operate in 
accordance with Advisory Circular 91-57. This generally applies to operations 
in remotely populated areas away from airports, persons and buildings, below 
400 feet AGL and within visual line of sight. The FAA Reauthorization Act of 
2012, now Public Law 112-95, Section 336, also defines Model Aircraft and 
their allowed uses, restricting their operation to visual line of sight operations 
and to hobby or recreational purposes. 
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These restrictions for UAS operations are necessary at this time.due to the technif;al 
pace of UAS development and the proliferation of aircraft in NAS. Their potential use 
has grown exponentially. This has caused the FM to put into effect some regulatory 
limits to ensure the public safety since most of the UAS currently available are not 
certified, manufactured, or maintained to the standards of manned aircraft. Similarly, 
most pilots wishing to fly UASs are not trained, certified, or familiar with the Code of 
Federal Regulations to ensure the safety of others. While FAA policy currently does 
not allow any UAS operation to be conducted for commercial purposes, the liability 
implications. of such operations without authorization could be devastating to the 
person operating the UAS should an unfortunate accident occur. 

Based on your described UAS operations, you are currently using a. UAS without 
proper authorization and for commercial purposes. This is in violation of FAA policy 
and guidance for UAS. You are requested to utilize a manned asset for your 
operations until the FM can be assured of the safety of your operation and that you 
have the proper authorization. If you can declare yourself as a public en.tity, you 
may make a formal on-line application for a COA by contacting Mr. Randy Wiiiis, 
202-385-4661 to set up an on-line application account If you desire. If you are not 
certified to conduct public operations and would like to consider _a Special 
Authorization Certificate, we can put you In touch with the program office in 
Washington, DC for consideration. If you Intend to operate your aircraft for 
recreational purposes, you must comply with AC-91-57 and Public Law 112-95 and 
operate in a remote, unpopulated area. 

More information regarding UAS use can be found at the FAA UAS Integratic:m 
Office's website: http:Uwww.faa.gov/about/initiatives/uas/. The programs and 
policy page may also be of interest to you: Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS} -
Regulations & Policies. 

The FAA Is working diligently to incorporate UAS into the NAS and has been directed 
by Congress to Integrate VAS by September 2015. 

Tim, thank you for your cooperation and understanding in this manner, it is greatly 
appreciated. · 

Please contact our office any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Michael DeMent-Myers · 
ANM220 NextGen 
425.917.6566 



l\1r. Matt Gunn 
Gunn Photography Services, LLC 
6940 Roswell Road 
Sandy Springs, GA 30328 

!)ear Mr. Gunn, 

My name is Mike Wilson and, along with my celleague Bruce Lacour, we are the 
Unmanned AirCraft System (UAS) specialists and Aviation Safety Inspectors within the 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). We are charged with the responsibility of -
oversight, monitoring, and enforcement of UAS issues and investigations in the Southern 
Region. 

We recently came across your web site, Gunn Photography Services, LLC, advertising 
the use of the T-Rex 600 Unmanned Aircraft Helicopter for commercial purposes in and 
around the Atlanta area. While your innovative use of the UAS may be well-intended, I 
must inform you the FAA has taken steps to ensure the public safety regarding all UAS 
operations. The FAA currently does not allow any UAS operation tQ be conducted for 
commercial purposes. It appears, based on your website, that you are cU.rrently using the 
T-Rex 600 UAS Helicopter without proper authorization and for commercial purposes. 
This is in violation of FAA guidance for UAS. I must advise you to cease operations until 
the FAA can be assured of the safety of your operation and you have the proper 
authorization. 

Currently, the FAA authorizes UAS operations ~ three means: 

1. Certificate of Authoriz.ation (COA). This authorization is an approved exemption 
that allows recognized public entities, i.e. federal, state, and municipal 
government related agencies and organizations, to self certify their aircraft and 
conduct operations in accordance with the '.certificate after approval. The FAA 
reviews the operation to ensure it is in the public- interest, safe, is operated by only 
the proponent, and does not significantly impact the safety of other air traffic or 
persons on the ground. To issue a COA normally takes about 60 business days 
once the proponent completes application and verifies its status as a public entity. 

2. Special Airworthiness Certificate in the Experimental Category. For ciVil 
operators, the FAA can issue an experimental aircraft certificate in accordance 
with Code of Federal Regulations (CPR) Part 21. This allows for testing and 
development of the aircraft, market development, and training of pilots and 
crewmembers for prospective clients. 

3. Advisory Circular 91-57 for Recreational hobbyists. Those who use UAS only 
for recreational enjoyment and not for compensation or hire, operate in 
accordance with Advisory Circular 91-57. This generally applies to operations in 
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remotely populated areas away from airports, persons and buildings, below 400 
feet Above Ground Level, and within visual line of sight. 

These restrictions for UAS operations are necessary at this time due to the technical pace 
of UAS development and the proliferation of aircraft. Their potential use has grown 
exponentially. This has caused the FAA to put into effect some regulatory limits to 
ensure the public safety since most of the UAS currently available are not certified, 
manufactured, or maintained to the standards of manned aircraft. Similarly, most pilots 
wishing to fly UASs are not trained, certified, or familiar with the Code of Federal 
Regulations to ensure the safety of others. While the FAA currently does not allow any 
UAS operation to be conducted for commercial purposes, the liability implications of 
such operations without authorization could be devastating to the person operating the 
UAS should an unfortunate accident occur. 

If you can declare yourself as a public entity, you may make a formal on-line application 
for a COA by contacting Mr. Randy Willis, 202-385-4661 to set up an on-line application 
account if you desire. If you are not certified to conduct public operations and would like 
to ·consider a Special Authorization Certificate, we can put you in touch with the program 
office in Washington, DC for consideration. If you intend to operate your aircraft 
recreationally, you must comply with AC-91-57 and operate in a remote, unpopulated 
area. 

More information regarding UAS use can be found at the FAA Unmanned Aircraft 
Program Office's website: http://www.faa.gov/about/initiatives/uas/ 

The FAA is working diligently to incorporate UAS into the National Airspace (NAS) and 
has been directed by Congress to integrate UAS by September 2015. For your safety and 
the safety of others, we require you to cease operations as indicated by your website. 
Please contact myself, Bruce LaCour (Bruce.Lacour@faa.gov), or any one of us at the 
Regional office with any questions. 

Regards, 

Michael K. Wilson 
UAS. Program Manager 
FAA Southern Region 
404.305.6038 
Mike. Wilson@faa.gov 
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us. Deportment · 
of Trans~ 
Federal Aviation 
Administration 

May21, 2012 

Sk:yGolf Productions 
13115 Via Roma Court 
JacksonVille, FL 32224 

Gentlemen, 

Orlando FSD0-15 
Citadel lnt'I, Suite 500 
5950 Hazeltine National Drive 
Orlando, Florida 32822-5023 
(407) 812-7765; Fax: (407) 812 7710 

My name is Richard Scheibe! and I am the Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) specialists and 
Aviation Safety Inspector within the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). I am in charge 
with the responsibility of oversight, monitoring, and enforcement of UAS issues and 
investigations in the Orlando FSDO area. 

We recently came across your web site, SkyGolf Productions, LLC, advertising the use of 
An Unmanned Aircraft Helicopter for commercial purpo&es in and. around the Jacksonville 
Area. While your innovative use of the UAS may be well-intended, I must inform you the FAA 
has taken steps to ensure the public safety regarding all UAS operations. The FAA currently 
does not allow any UAS operation to be conducted for commercial purposes. It appears, based 
on your website, that you are currently using a UAS Helicopter without proper 
authorization and for commercial purposes. This is in violation of FAA guidance for UAS. I 
must advise you to cease operations until the FAA can be assilred of the safety of your operation 
and you have the proper authorization. 

Currently, the FAA authorizes UAS operations by three means~ 

1. Certificate of Authorization (COA). This authorization is an approved exemption that 
allows recognized public entities, i.e. federal, state, and municipal government related 
agencies and organizations, to self certify their aircraft and conduct operations in 
accordance with the certificate after approval. The FAA reviews the operation to ensure 
it is in the public interest, safe, is operated by only the proponent, and does not 
significantly impact the safety of other air traffic or persons on the ground. To issue a 
COA normally takes about 60 business days once the proponent completes application 
and verifies its status as a public entity. 

2. Special Airworthiness Certlficate in the Experimental Category. For civil operators, the 
FAA can issue an experimental aircraft certificate in accordance with Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR) Part 21. This allows for testing and development of the aircraft, 
market development, and training of pilots and crewmembers for prospective clients. 

3. Advisory Circular 91-57 for Recreational hobbyists. Those who use UAS only for 
recreational enjoyment and not for compensation or hire, operate in accordance with 
Advisory Circular 91-57. This generally applies to operations in remotely populated 
areas away from airports, persons and buildings, below 400 feet Above Ground Level, 
and within visual line of sight. 



These restrictions for UAS operations are necessary at this time due to the technical pace ofUAS 
development and the proliferation of aircraft. Their potential use has grown exponentially. This 
has caused the FAA to put into effect some regulatory limits to ensure the public safety since 
most of the UAS currently available are not certified, manufactured, or maintained to the 
standards of manned aircraft. Similarly, most pilots wishing to fly UASs are not trained, 
certified, or familiar with the Code of Federal Regulations to ensure the safety of others. While 
the FAA currently does not allow any UAS operation to be conducted for commercial purposes, 
the liability implications of such operations without authorization could be devastating to the 
person operating the UAS should an unfortunate accident occur. 

If you can declare yourself as a public entity, you may make a formal on-line application for a 
COA by contacting Mr. Randy Willis, 202-385-4661 to set up an on-line application account if 
you desire. If you are not certified to conduct public operations and would like to consider a 
Special Authorization Certificate, we can put you in touch with the program office in 
Washington, DC for consid.eration. If you intend to operate your aircraft recreationally, you. 
must comply with AC-91-57 and operate in a remote, unpopulated area 

More information regarding UAS use can be found at the FAA Unmanned Aircraft Program 
Office's website: http://www.faa.gov/about/initiatives/uas/. The FAA is working diligently to 
incorporate UAS into the National Airspace (NAS) and has been directed by Congress to 
integrate UAS by September 2015. For your safety and the safety of others, we require you to 
cease operations as indicated by your website. 

If you. have any questions you may contact me at the above number.· 

Sincerely, 

~chard F Scheibe! 
Aviation, Safety Inspector 

Q:\TYPING\UNITl\scheibel/uas/skygolf 



U.S. Department 
of Transportation 

Federal Aviation 
Adminisfration 

,August 30, 2012 

Flight Standards Division 
901 Locust St. 
Kansas City, MO 64106 

REGULAR and CERTIFIED MAlL"RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 
Ce1iificate No. 7006 0100 0001 7196 2697 

Mr. Neil Crosby 
PhotoPlay Aerials 
3225 Old Knoxville Hwy 
Maryville, 1N 37804 

Mr. Crosby, 

. I am the Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) Specialist fol' the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), Central Region based in Kansas City, Missouri. A 1·ecent Knoxville 
News Sentinel news article, dated August 23, 2012, was brought to om attention. The · 
article features your use of a DAS helicopter for aerial photography. 

The FAA has taken step's to ensure the public sid'ety regarding all UAS operations. These 
initial steps take a "do no harm" approach to preserve the wol'ld's safest air transportation 
system. ~n~ly, the FAA authorizes UAS operations by three means. 

1. Certificate of Authmization (COA). This authorization allows" public entities, i.e., 
federal, state, and municipal government related organizations, to self-certify their 
aircraft. The FAA reviews the operation to ensure it is in the public interest, safe,· 
and does not significantly impact the safety of other ail: traffic or persons on the 
ground. To issue a COA normally takes about 60 business days. · 

2. Experimental Cel'tification. For civil operators, the FAA can issue an experimental 
aircraft certificate in accordance with Code of Fedeial Regulations (CFR) Part 
21.191. CFR21.191 addresses special airworthiness certificates in the experimental 
category. Experimental certificates are issued to UAS only for the purposes of 
research and development, crew training and mark.et survey. · 

You may petition for an exemption to 14 CFR 21.191. You would also need to 
petition for an exemption to 14 CFR 91.319 because no person may operate an 
aircraft that has an experhnental certificate for compensation or hire. Petition for 
exemptions can be submitted on-line at http://www.faa.gov/regulations 
policies/rule~g/petition/. If you just want to sell your aircraft, you can do this 
with an experiinental under market survey. In this case you wouldn't need the two 
exemptions. 
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Exemption under 14 CFR 21.191and14 CFR 91.319 are not easily granted. Please 
be advised that th~ application for an experimental certificate will require technical 
diagrams of your aircraft and radio control equipment. Commercial UAS operations 
require the operator to hold a FAA pilot certificate with the appropriate ratings. The 
experimental certificate application process is spelled out in FAA Order 8130.34B 
(www.faa.gov/go/uas- go to the regulations & policies link). -

3. Recreational hobbyists. This grnup is comprised of those individuals who use UAS 
only for recreational enjoyment in accordance with FAA Advisory Circular 91-57. 
This generally applies to operations away :from airports, persons, and buildings, 
below 400 feet above ground level, and within visual line of sight. 

These limited restrictions for UAS operations are necessary. The technical pace ofUAS 
development, and the proliferation of their potential use, has grown exponentially. This 
growth has caused the FAA to put into effect some regulatory requirements to ensure the 
public safety. 

These requirements are necessary because most of the UAS currently available are not 
manufactured and maintained to the standards of manned aircraft. Similarly, most operators 
wishing to fly UASs are not trained, certified, or know the rules of the air to ensure the 
safety of other8 both in the air and on the ground. 

More information regarding UAS use can be found at the FAA Unmanned Aircraft Program 
Office's website, http://www.faa.gov/about/initiatlves/uas/. 

Based on your company's website, you are currently operating a UAS for commercial use 
without proper authodzation. Operations of this kind may be in violation of the Federal 
Aviation Regulations and result in legal enforcement action. The options available to you 
are: 

1) To cease operations; 
2) To make !;lpplication for the proper authorization so that the FAA can be assured 

of the safety of your operation. -

As stated earlier, civil operators have been granted experimental cei.1ificates for UAS 
operations. You are invited to make application for the proper authorization. The 
instructions for making application can be found at https://ioeaaa.faa.gov/oeaaa/Portal.do. 

For questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

a~~ 
Christopher L. Grotewohl 
Aviation Safety Inspector 
DAS Specialist 
NextGen Branch, ACE-220 



aerial photography 
Christopher Grotewohl to: Info 
ACE-~O. Nextgen Branch 

To Whom this may concern: 

06/06/2013 08:02 AM 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has received notification that your company, Hybird 
Video LLC, is utilizing a Quadcopter UAS for commercial purposes. The use of a Quad.copter 
UAS for aerial photography is prohibited without proper authorizati(m. 

As a FAA Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) Inspector, I want to share the three possible ways 
of operating the UA. 

1. Certificate of Authorization (COA). This authorization allows public entities, i.e., 
federal, state, and municipal government related organizations, to self-certify their aircraft. The 
FAA reviews the operation to ensure it is in the public interest. safe, and does not significantly_ 
impact the safety of other air traffic or persons on the ground. To issue a COA normally takes 
about 60 business days. 

2. Experlpiental Certification. For civil operators, the FAA can issue an experimental 
aircraft certificate in accordance with Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 21.191. CFR 
21. l 91 addresses special airworthiness certificates in the experimental category. Experimental 
certificates are issued to UAS onlf for tlie purposes of research and development, crew training 
and market survey. Not allowed for aeiial photography or for hire. 

3. ·Recreational hobbyists. This group is comprised of those individuals who use UAS only 
for recreational enjoyi:nent in accordance with FAA Advisory Circular 91 ~57. This generally 
applies to operations away :from airports, persons, and buildings, below 400 feet above ground 
lev~l, and within visual line of sight. 

Based on your website and Facebook page, you are operating a UAS for commercial use without 
proper authorization. Operations of this kind may be in violation of the Federal Aviation 
Regulations and result in legal enforcement action. The options available to you are 1) to cease 
operations, or 2) to make application for the proper authorization so that the FAA can be assured 
of the safety of your operation. 

The Grandview and local ~w enforcement agencies will be notified of this operation. 

Sincerely, 





U.S. Department 
of Transportation 

federal Aviation 
Administration 

July 10, 2013 

·· Flight Standards Division 
901 Locust, Room 342 
Kansas City, MO 64106 

REGULAR and CERTIFIED MAIL-RETIJRN RECEIPT REQUESTED 
Certificate No. 7006 0100 0001 7196 2772 

University of Missouri 
Missouri School of Journalism 
Administrative Offices 
120 Neff Hall 
Columbia, MO 65211-1200 

To whom thls may concern: . 

http://www.missouridronejournalism.com/category/drones/ was brought to our attention from 
the Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) specialist for the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) Central Region based in Kansas City, Missouri. Your website features your use of a 
multicopter UAS for journalism educational purposes; · 

The FAA has taken steps to ensure the public safety regarding all UAS operations. These 
initial steps take a "do no hann" approach to preserve the world's safest air transportation 
system. Currently, the FAA authorizes UAS operations by three means. 

1. Certificate of Authorization (COA). This authorization allows public entities, i.e., 
federal, state, and municipal government related organizations, to self-certify their aircraft. 
The FAA reviews the operatfon to ensure it is in the public interest, safe, and does not 
significantly impact the safety of other air traffic or persons on the ground. To issue a COA 
normally takes about 60 busin~s days. 

2. Experimental Certification. For civil operators, the FAA can issue an experimental 
aircraft certificate in accordance with Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 21.191. CPR 
21.191 addresses special airworthiness certificates in the experimental category. Experimental 
certificates are issued to UAS only for the purposes of research and development, crew t.n: 

training and market survey. 

You may petition for an exemption to 14 CFR 21.191. You would also need to petition for an 
exemption to 14 CFR 91.319 because no person may operate an aircraft that has an 
experimental certificate for compensation or hire. Petition for exemptions can be submitted 
on-line at http://www.faa.gov/regulations policies/rulemaking/petition/. If you just want to sell 
your aircraft, you can do this with an experimental under market survey. In this case. you 
wouldn't need the two exemptions. 

Exemption under 14 CFR 21.191 and 14 CFR 91.319 are not easily granted. Please be advised 
that the application for an experimental certificate will require technical diagrams of your 
aircraft and radio control equipment. Conunercial UAS operations require the operator to hold 
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a FAA pilot certificate with the appropriate ratings. The experimental certificate application 
process is spelled out in FAA Order 8130.34B (www.faa.gov/go/uas - go to the regulations & 
policies link). 

3. Recreational hobbyists. This group is comprised of those individuals who use UAS 
only for recreational enjoyment in accordance with FAA Advisory Circu1ar 91-57. This 
generally applies to operations away from airports, persons, and buildings, below 400 feet 
above ground level, and within visual line of sight. 

These requirements are necessary because most of the UAS currently available are not 
manufactured and maintained to the standards of manned aircraft. Similarly, most operators 
wishing to fly UASs are not trained, certifie4. or know the rules of the air to ensure the safety 
of others both in the air and on the ground. 

More information regarding UAS use can be found at the FAA Unmanned Aircraft Program 
Office's website http://www.faa.gov/about/initiatives/uas/ 

.Based on your university website, you are currently operating a UAS without proper 
authorization. Operations of this kind may be in violation of the Federal Aviation Regulations 
and result in legal enforcement action. The options available are 1) to cease operations, or 2) 
to make application for the proper authorization so that the FAA can be assured of the safety of 
your operation. The instructions for making appli~ation can be found at 
https://ioeaaa.faa.gov/oeaaa/Portal.do. 

FQr questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Christopher L. Grotewohl 
Aviation Safety Inspector 
UAS Specialist 
NextGen Branch, ACE-220 . 
816-329-3273 

CLG/kll/G:\220ALL\General Correspondence\COA Memos\2013\University of MO.doc 07/10/2013 



U.S. Department 
of Transportation 

Federal Aviation 
· Administration 

July 10, 2013 

Flight Stam:fards Division 
901 Locust,<Room 342 
Kansas City, MO 64106 

REGULAR and CERTIFIED MAIL- RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 
Certificate No.7006 0100 000171962789 

University of NebraskaMLincoln 
College of Journalism and Mass Communications 
Anderson Hall 
200 Centennial Mall North 
Lincoln, NE 68588-0443 

To whom this may concern: 

http://joumalism.unl.edu/drone-journalism-lab was brought to our attention from the 
Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) specialist for the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
Central Region based in Kansas City, Missouri. The university website features your use of a 
UAS for journalism educational purposes. 

The FAA has taken steps to ensure the public safety regarding all UAS operations. These 
initial steps take a "do no harm" approach to preserve the world's safest air transportation 
system. Currently, the FAA authorizes UAS operations by three means. 

1. Certificate of Authorization (COA). This authorization allows public entities, i.e., 
federal, state, and municipal government related organizations, to self-certify their aircraft. 
The FAA reviews the operation to ensu;re it is in the public interest, safe, and does not 
significantly impact the safety of other air traffic or persons on the ground. To issue a COA 
normally takes about 60 business days. 

. 
2. Experimental Certification. For civil operators, 'the FAA can issue an experimental 
aircraft certificate in accordance with Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 21.191. CPR 
21.191 addresses special airworthiness certificates in the experimental category. Experimental 
certificates are issued to UAS only for the purposes of research and development, crew 
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training and market survey. ""A=m.----

You may petition for an exemption to 14 CFR2L191. You would also need to petition for an OUTINOSYMBOL 

exemption to 14 CFR 91.319 because no person may operate an aircraft that has an 
experimental certificate for compensation or hire. Petition for exemptions can be submitted o 

on-line at http://www.faa.gov/regulations policies/rulemaking/petition/. If you just want to sell 
your aircraft, you can do this with an experimental under market survey. In this case, you 1::=.----

wouldn1t need the two exemptions. 

Exemption under 14 CFR 21.191and14 CFR 91.319 are not easily granted. Please be advised "'==::--
that the application for an experimental certificate will require technical diagrams of your 
aircraft and radio control equipment. Commercial UAS operations requµ-e the operator to hold 
a FAA pilot certificate with the appropriate ratings. The experimental certificate application 
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process.is spelled out in FAA Order 8130.34B (www.faa.gov/go/uas - go to the regulations & 
policies link).· 

3. Recreational hobbyists. This group is comprised of those mdividuals who use UAS 
only for recreational enjoyment in accordance with FAA Advisory Circular 91-57. This 
generally applies to operations away from airports, persons, and buildings, below 400 feet 
above ground level, and. within visual line of sight. · 

These requirements are necessary because most of the UAS currently available are not 
manufactured and 'maintained to the standards of manned aircraft. Similarly, most operators 
wishing to fly UASs are not trained, certified, or ~ow the rules of the air to ensure the safety 
of others both in the air and on the ground. 

More information regarding UAS use can be found at the FAA Unmanned Aircraft Program 
Office's website http://www.faa.gov/about/initiatives/uas/. 

Based on your university weQsite, you are currently operating a UAS without proper 
authorization. Operations of this kind may be in viqlation of the Federal Aviation Regulations 
and result in legal enforcement action. The options are 1) to cease operations, or 2) to make 
application for the proper authori+ation so that the FAA can be assured of the safety of your 
operation. The instructions for making application can be found at 
https://ioeaaa.faa.gov/oeaaa/Portal.do. 

For questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Christopher L. Grotewohl 
Aviation Safety Inspector 
UAS Specialist 
NextGen Branch, ACE-220 
816-329-3273 

CLG/kWG:\220ALL \General Correspondence\COA Memos\2013\University of NE.doc 07/10/2013 



aerial photography 
Christopher Grotewohl 
ACE-220, Nextgen Branch 
Bee: James Bostrom 

Mr. Wollwerth, 

to: wollwerth 

In response to your inquity in the use of a RC helicopter for aerial photography. 

07/02/2013 08:52 AM 

AB an FAA Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) Inspector,.I want to share the three possible ways 
of operating the UA. 

1. Certificate of Authorization (COA). This authorization allows public entities, i.e., 
federal, state, and municipal government related organizations, to self-certify their aircraft. The 
FAA reviews tlie operation to eDBUre it is in the public interest, safe, and does not significantly 
impact the safety of other air traffic or persons on the ground. To issue a COA normally takes 
about 60 business days. 
Commercial operations including aerial photography for hire are not allowed. 

2. Experimental ,Certification. For civil operators, the FAA can issue an experimental 
aircraft certificate in accordance with Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part21.191. CFR 
21.191 addresses special airworthiness certificates in the experimental category. Experimental 
certificates are is~ued to UAS only for the purposes of research and development, crew training 
and market survey. 
Commercial operations including aerial photography or for hire are not allowed. 

3. Recreational hobbyists. This group is comprised of those individuals who use UAS only 
for recreational enjoyment in accordance with FAA A;dvisory Circular 91-57. This generally 
applies fo operations away from airports, persons, and buildings, below 400 feet above ground 
level, and within visual line of sight. Commercial operations including aerial photography 
for hire are not allowed. 

Based on.your email, you are operating a UAS for commercial use without propei· authorization. 
Operations of this kind may be in violation of the Federal Aviation Regulations/Policy and could 
result in legal enforcement action. The options available to you are 1) to cease operations, or 2) 
to make application for the proper authorization so that the FAA can be assured of the safety of / 
your operation. 



ACE-220 N'at.gen Branch UAS · ··• 
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U.S. Department 
of Transportation 

Federal Aviation 
Administration 

FEB 0 3 2015 

Re: Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request 2015-000334 

This letter responds to your September 28, 2014 Freedom oflnformation Act (FOIA) 
request concerning "copies of any letters, e-mails, or other written or electronic 
communications requesting or demanding individuals and organizations cease and desist, 
stop operating, or stop advertising unmanned aerial vehicles. Please limit this request to 
letters dated during calendar year 2014 to date." 

A search was conducted by the Federal Aviation Administration's (FAA), Unmanned Aircraft 
Systems (UAS), Integration Office, AFS-80. This office located a copy of 7 records received 
by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), Southwest Regional Office and responsive to 
your request. 

Sincerely, 

1 1&A/[,~l 
0 James H. Wi~liams 
\ Manager 

UAS Integration Office 
FAA Flight Standards Service, AFS-80 
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File Code 'i7<KJ--'G-
U.S. Deportment 
of Transportation 

Federal Aviation 
Administration 

March 7, 2014 

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Tyler Morning Telegraph 
Attn: Mr. Bill Campbell 
Director of Marketing and Digital Technology 
401 W. Erwin St., Tyler TX 75702 

Dear Mr. Campbell, 

SP# 

It was a pleasure talking with you regarding the reported use of a type of unmanned aircraft 
systems {UAS) by the Tyler Morning Telegraph. The use of an UAS for commercial 
purposes of aerial photography for the Tyler Morning Telegraph came to our attention 
through the complaint process. As we discussed, there is a good amount of misinformation 
regarding UAS and their proper use. 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has the requirement for the regulation and safe 
operation of the National Airspace System which covers all navigable airspace in the US. 
Private land owners do not have any jurisdiction over the airspace above their property and 
cannot prohibit or allow aviation operations over their land. Unmanned Aircraft are unable 
to comply with Title 14, Code of Federal Regulations {CFR) and need a specific FAA 
authorization. The purpose of this letter is to inform you the FAA has taken steps to ensure 
the public safety regarding all UAS operations. Currently, the FAA authorizes UAS 
operations by three means: 

1. Certificate of Authorization (COA) 
This authorization is an approved exemption which allows recognized public entities, i.e., 
federal, state, and municipal government related agencies and organizations, to self- ..,,,.."""""""""'---
certify their aircraft and conduct operations in accordance with the certificate after 
approval. The FAA reviews the operation to ensure it is in the public interest, safe, is 
operated by only the proponent, and does not significantly impact the safety of other air 
traffic or persons on the ground. To issue a COA normally takes about 60 business days 
once the proponent completes application and verifies its status as a public entity. 

2. Special Authorization Certificate in the Experimental Category 
For civil operators, the FAA can issue an experimental aircraft certificate in accordance 
with Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 21. This allows for testing and 

ATI! 

UTlNCl SYMBOi. 
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development of the aircraft, market development, and training of pilots and crewmembers ....... -.~-
for prospective clients. 

3. Advisory Circular 91-57 for Recreational Hobbyists 
Those who use UAS only for recreational enjoyment and not for compensation or hire, 
operate in accordance with Advisory Circular 91-57. This generally applies to operations 
in remotely populated areas away from airports, persons and buildings, below 400 feet ...._ ___ _ 



Above Ground Level, and within visual line of sight. The FAA recognizes that people 
and companies other than modelers might be flying UAS with the mistaken 
understanding that they are legally operating under the authority of AC 91-57. AC 91-57 
only applies to modelers, and thus specifically excludes its use by persons or companies 
for business purposes. 

2 

The three means of UAS operations above are necessary due to the technical pace of UAS 
development and the proliferation of aircraft in our National Airspace System. UAS use has 
grown exponentially and most are not certified, manufactured, or maintained to the standards 
of manned aircraft. As a result, the FAA has put guidelines into effect to ensure public 
safety. Similarly, most wishing to operate UASs are not pilot trained, certified, or familiar 
with the Code of Federal Regulations to ensure the safety of others. While the FAA 
currently does not allow any UAS operation to be conducted for commercial purposes, the 
liability implications of such operations without authorization could be devastating to the 
person operating the UAS should an unfortunate accident occur. 

It appears, based on our conversation and the complainant, you may have been using UAS 
without proper authorization and for commercial purposes. If so, this is in violation of FAA 
guidance for UAS. If this is true, I must advise you to cease operations until you have the 
proper authorization and safety is ensured. Proper authorization as a public entity can be 
obtained with a Certificate of Authorization (COA). If you are not certified to conduct public 
operations, you would be required to operate under the second option described above. The 
petition to 14 CFR 21.191 and the petition to 14 CFR 91.319 are not easily granted, you may 
go completely though the process and not receive the experimental certificate or the 
exemption. Also, please be advised that the application for an experimental certificate will 
require technical diagrams of your aircraft and radio control equipment. The experimental 
certificate application process is spelled out in FAA Order 8130.34B. lfyou have any 
additional questions about the Special Airworthiness Certificate or petition process, please 
contact Thomas Rampulla at thomas.rampulla@faa.gov. 

More information regarding UAS program use can be found at the following websites: 

• www.faa.gov/about/initiatives/uas/ 
• www.faa.gov/about/initiatives/uas/reg/ 

The FAA is working diligently to incorporate UAS into the National Airspace (NAS) and has 
been directed by Congress to integrate UAS by September 2015. For your safety and the 
safety of others, we require you to cease UAS operations as was discussed. Your 
cooperation is appreciated. 

Please contact Alvin Brunner, UAS Aviation Safety Inspector, at 817-222-5246 with any 
questions during normal business hours. 

Sincerely, 

Alvin A. Brunner III 
Aviation Safety Inspector 



Cc: Mr. Calvin Clyde 
Chairman of the Board, Tyler Morning Telegraph 

ASW-220ABrunner;aab;x5246;9/l2/2012: (L:\ASW220\UAS\Hawkeye Media CnD Ur.doc) 
Edited by: ASW240:LWilkerson:llw:x5293:3/7/2014 
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FileCode 8?00-2... 

SP# 'J j""J2-
U.S. Deportment 
of Transportation 

Federal Aviation 
Administration 

March 4, 2014 

CERTIFIED MAIL RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Robert Dodd 
1388 Luann. Tyler TX 75703 

Dear Mr. Dodd, 

It was a pleasure talking with you regarding the news story and construction advertisement which 
came to our attention that used a type of UAS or unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) for commercial 
or civil purposes of aerial photography. As we discussed, there is a good amount of misinformation 
regarding UAS and their proper use. 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has the requirement for the regulation and safe 
operation of the National Airspace System which covers all navigable airspace in the US. Private 
land owners do not have any jurisdiction over the airspace above their property and cannot prohibit 
or allow aviation operations over their land. Unmanned Aircraft are unable to comply with Title 14, 
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) and need a specific FAA authorization. The purpose of this 
letter is to inform you the FAA has taken steps to ensure the public safety regarding all UAS 
operations. Currently, the FAA authorizes UAS operations by three means: 

1. Certificate of Authorization (COA) 
This authorization is an approved exemption that allows recognized public entities, i.e. federal, 
state, and municipal government related agencies and organizations, to self-certify their aircraft 
and conduct operations in accordance with the certificate after approval. The FAA reviews the 
operation to ensure it is in the public interest, safe, is operated by only the proponent, and does 
not significantly impact the safety of other air traffic or persons on the ground. To issue a COA 
normally takes about 60 business days once the proponent completes application and verifies its 
status as a public entity. 

2. Special Authorization Certificate in the Experimental Category 

SYMl!Ot. 
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For civil operators, the FAA can issue an experimental aircraft certificate in accordance with NrnA1..S1S1v 

Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 21. This allows for testing and development of the 
aircraft, market development, and training of pilots and crewmembers for prospective clients. AT£ 

3. Advisory Circular 91-57 for Recreational Hobbyists oosYMOOI.. 

Those who use UAS only for recreational enjoyment and not for compensation or hire, operate in 
accordance with Advisory Circular 91-57. This generally applies to operations in remotely ... N""11'""'1AtM..,...,,,.1v~--
populated areas away from airports, persons and buildings, below 400 feet Above Ground Level, 
and within visual line of sight. The FAA recognizes that people and companies other than m 

modelers might be flying UAS with the mistaken understanding that they are legally operating 
under the authority of AC 91-57. AC 91-57 only applies to modelers, and thus specifically llttNOsYMHOL 

excludes its use by persons or companies for business purposes. 
NNIA.l..SISlG 



The three means of UAS operations above are necessary due to the technical pace of UAS 
development and the proliferation of aircraft in our National Airspace System. UAS use has grown 
exponentially and most are not certified, manufactured, or maintained to the standards of manned 
aircraft. As a result, the FAA has put guidelines into effect to ensure public safety. Similarly, most 
wishing to operate UASs are not pilot trained, certified, or familiar with the Code of Federal 
Regulations to ensure the safety of others. While the FAA currently does not allow any UAS 
operation to be conducted for commercial purposes, the liability implications of such operations 
without authori:zation could be devastating to the person operating the UAS should an unfortunate 
accident occur. 

2 

It appears, based on the construction website and our conversation, that you have been using UAS 
without proper authorization and for commercial purposes. If so, this is in violation of FAA 
guidance for UAS. If this is true, I must advise you to cease operations until you have the proper 
authorization and safety is ensured. Proper authorization as a public entity can be obtained with a 
Certificate of Authorization (COA). If you are not certified to conduct public operations, you would 
be required to operate under the second option described above. The petition to 14 CFR 21.191 and 
the petition to 14 CFR 91.319 are not easily granted, you may go completely though the process and 
not receive the experimental certificate or the exemption. Also, please be advised that the 
application for an experimental certificate will require technical diagrams of your aircraft and radio 
control equipment. The experimental certificate application process is spelled out in FAA Order 
8130.348. If you have any additional questions about the Special Airworthiness Certificate or 
petition process, please contact Thomas Rampulla at thomas.rampulla@faa.gov. 

More information regarding UAS program use can be found at the following websites: 

• www .faa.gov/about/initiatives/uas/ 
• www.faa.gov/about/initiatives/uas/reg/ 

The FAA is working diligently to incorporate UAS into the National Airspace (NAS) and has been 
directed by Congress to integrate UAS by September 2015. For your safety and the safety of others, 
we require you to cease UAS operations as was indicated by your website. Your cooperation is 
appreciated. 

Please contact Alvin Brunner, UAS Aviation Safety Inspector, at 817-222-5246 with any questions 
during normal business hours. 

Sincerely, 

!2L-~~~ 
Alvin A. Brunner lil 
Aviation Safety Inspector 

ASW-220ABrunner;aab;x5246;9/12/2012: (L:\ASW220\UAS\Hawkeye Media CnD Ltr.doc) 
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U.S. Department 
of Transportatton 

Federal Aviation 
Administration 

July 5, 2012 

Western.Pacific Region 
Flight Standards Division Manager 

CERTIFIED MAIL No. 7003 2260 0003 7299 2774 

Mr. Devin Hendrick 
Hover Effect, LLC 
505 Nevada ST. 
Sausalito, CA 94965 

Dear Mr. Hendrick: 

P. 0. Box 92007 
losAngeles, ~ 90009-2007 

My name is Brad Howard, I am the regional Unmanned Aircraft ·system (UAS) specialist 
for the Federal Aviation Adminis1n!tion (FAA) Western-Pacific Region. I recently viewed 
your company's internet website.describing your use of a UAS for the purpose of 
commercial cinematography. and other aerial photography. While I applaud your innovative 
use of the UAS, I must inform you the FAA has taken steps to ensure the public safety 
regarding all UAS operations. These initial steps take a "do no harm-" approach to preserve 
the world's safest air transportation system. Currently, the FAA authorizes UAS operations 
by three means. · · 

1. Certificate of Authorization (COA). This authorization allows public entities, i.e., 
federal, state, and municipal govemmentrelated·organizations, to self certify their 
aircraft. The FAA reviews the operation to ensure it is in the public interest, safe, and 
does not significantly impact the safety of other air traffic or persons on the ground. To 

· issue a COA normally takes about 60 business days. 

2. .Experimental Certification. For civil operators, the FAA can issue an experimental 
aircraft certificate in accordance with Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 
CFR) Part 21. This allows for experimentation and development of the aircraft, market 
development, and training of prospective clients. An aircraft issued an experimental 
airworthiness certificate may not be used to carry passengers or cargo for compensation 
or hire. 

3. Recreational hobbyists. This group is comprised of those individuals who use UAS only 
for recreational enjoyment in accordance with Advisoi:y Circular 91-57. This generally 
applies to operations away from airports, persons, and buildings, below 400 feet above 
ground level, and within visual line of sight. 

The restrictions associated witli UAS operations in the national airspace system are 
necessary at this time to permit the FAA to fully access the technical development of the 
UAS and put into effect some regulatory bounds to ensure the public safety since most of 
the UAS currently available are not manufactured and maintained to the standards of 
manned aircraft. Similarly, most pilots wishing to fly UASs are not trained, certified, or 
familiar with the rules of the air to ensure the safety of others. 
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Moreover, the liability implications of such operation.S Without proper authorization from the 
FAA could be devastating to the person operating the UAS should an unfortunate accident 
occur. 

Based on my review of your company's web site "hovercraft.com", it a~ you are 
currently ~ing a UAS for compensation or hire to produce commercial videos along with 
still photographs of residential and commercial real estate without proper authorization. 

. . 

I must insist you toJmmediately cease these operations until you have the proper 
authorization, failure to do so could subject you and/or hovercraft to enforcement action by 
our agency. As I mentioned earlier, some civil operators have been granted experimental 
certificates for ~AS op_erations, I recomme~d you to follow suit. 

More information regarding UAS use can be found at the FAA Unmanned Aircraft Program 
Office's website, located at the folloWing URL: http://www.faa.gov/about/initiatives/uas/ or 
ifyou have any questions, I can be contacted at 310-725-7266. 

Sincerely, 

Brad Howard 
Aviation Safety ~pector · 



From: 
To: 
Cc: 

Alvin A 6rupnei; 
skeyeball f@nk@gamU.rom 
wayne c l!adi<:!se 

Ba:; 

Subject: 
i>ate: 

Join M SewarQ 
RC Heliccp!ers vs UAS l'nformation · 

09/25/2fJ12 08:32 AM 

Dear Mr. Frank, 

My name is Alvin Brunner, and I am the regional Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) specialist for 
the Federal Aviation Administration {FAA). An artide from the Villages of Park Glen Neighborhood 
Association newsletter was handed b:> me, which caught my attention. The artide mentions your 
interest In the use of remote oontrol helloopters (UAS) for aerial photography. I must inform you 
the FM has taken steps to ensure the public safety regarding all UAS operations. It appears, 
based on the artide, that you may Intend to use UAS without proper authorization, and possibly 
for commercial purposes. If so, this Is In vlolatlon of FAA mandates for UAS. UAS are unable to 
comply with the Code of Federal Regulations {CFR) and need specific FAA authorization. I must 
advi~ you l'o use your UAS In a_ legal and responsible manner to ensure public safety. 

The FAA has the requirement for the regulation and safe operation of the National Airspace 
System which oovers all navigable airspace In the US. Currently, the FAA authorizes UAS 
operations by three means: 

1. Certificate of Authorization (CQA) 
This authorization is an approved exemption that allows reoognized public entities, I.e. 
federal, state, and municipal government related agencies and organizations, l'o self certify 
their aircraft, and conduct operations in accordance with the COA. The FAA reviews the . 
operation to ensure it is in the public Interest, safe, is operated only by the proponent, and 
does not significantly Impact the safety of other air traffic or persons on the ground. 

2. Special Authorization Certificate in the Experimental Category 
For civil operators, the FAA can Issue an experimental aircraft certificate in accordance 
with 14 CFR Part 21. This allows for testing and development of the aircraft, market 
development, and training of pilots and. crewmembers for prospective clients. Any other 
uses under this certificate are prohibited. The experimental cel'Qficate application process 
is spelled out In_ FAA Order 8130.348. If you have any additional questions about the 
Special Airworthiness Certificate or petition process, please oontact Thomas Rampulla at 
tbomas.rampulla@faa.g!J'l. 

3. Advisory Circular 91-57 for Recreati6nal hobbyists : 
Those who use UAS only for recreational enjoyment, operate In accordance with Advisory 
arcular 91-57. This generally applies to operations In remotely populated areas away 
from airports, persons and buildings, below 400 feet Above Ground Level, and within 
vJsual Rne of sight. On February 6, 2007 the FM published LIAS guidance In the Federal 
Register, 14 CFR Part 91 / Docket No. FAA-2006-25714 I Unmanned Airaaft 
Operations in the National Airspace System. Toward the end of the docket it says, 
''The FAA recognizes that people and companies other than modelers might be flying UAS 
with the mistaken understanding that they are legally operating under the authority of AC 
91-57. AC 91-57 only applies b:> modelers, and thus specifically excludes Its use by 
per5ons or companies for business purposes." 

UAS use has grown exponentially and most are not certified, manufactured, or maintained to the 
· standards of manned aircraft. Similarly, most operating UASs are not pllot trained, certified, or 

familiar with 14 CFR to ensure the safety of others. Since the FM currently does not authorize 
any UAS operation l'o be conducted for commercial purposes, the liability Implications of such 
operations without authorization could be devastating to tfle person operating the UAS should an 
unfortunate accident occur. · 

More information regarding UAS use can be found at the following website: 

www.faa.gov/about/initiatives/uas/ 



The FAA Is working diligently to inC:orporate UAS Into the National Airspace, and has been 
directed by Congress to Integrate UAS by September 2015. For your safety, and the safety of 
others, please do not engage in any commerclal·uAS operations. 

Please contact me at 817-222-5246 with any questions during normal business hours. 

Alvin Brunner 
Aviation. Safety Inspector 
NextGen Branch, UAS & AWOPM 
817-222-5246 
alvln.a.bruni:ier@faa.gov 

Any comments you may have on services provided are appreciated. 
Please email feedback to: 
hftp://www_.faa.gov/about/offlce.:...org/headquarters_oftlces/avs/stakeholder_feedback/afs/reglonal/ . . 



U.S. Department 
of Transportotfon 

Federal Aviation 
Adminlslralion 

MAY 16 2013 

CERTIFIED MAIL-RETIJRN RECEIPT REQUEST.ED 

Reed Timmer 
Ton.tado Videos.net/TVNWeather 
4060 Nicole PI 
Nonnan OK 73072 

Dear Mr. Timmer, 

Our office recently became aware of your web site, www.tomadovideos.net advertising the use of a 
quad.copter or Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) for the civil and commercial purposes of selling 
videos and conducting tornado research. 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has the requirement for the regulation and safe 
operation of the National Airspace System which coven all navi~Ie airspace in the US. Private 
land owners do not have any jurisdiction over the airspace above their property and cannot prohibit 
or allow aviation operations over their land. Unmanned AirCraft are unable to comply with Title 14, 
Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) and need a specific FAA authorization. The purpose of this 
letter is to infonn you the FAA has taken steps to ensure the public safety regarding aH UAS 
operations. Currently, the FAA authorizes UAS operations by three means: · 

I. Certificate of Authorization (COA) 
This authorization is an approved exemption that allows recognized public entities, i.e. federal, 
stare, and municipal government related agencies and organizations, to self-certify their aifcraft 
and conduct operations in accordance with tho certificate after approval. The FM reviews the 
operation to ensure it is in the public interest. safe, is operated by only the proponent, and does: 
not significantly bllpact the safety of other air traffic or persons on the ground. To issue a COA 
normally takes aliout 60 business days once the proponent completes application and verifies its 
status as a public entity. · ' 

2. Special Authorization Certificate in the Experimental Q:ttegmy 
For civil operators. the FAA can issue an experimental aircraft certificate in accordance with 14 
CPR Part 21. This allows for testing and development of the aircraft, market development, and 
training of pilots and crewmembers for prospective clients. · 

3. Advisory CirouJar91-57 for Recreational hobbyists 
Those who use UAS only for recreational enjoyment and not for compensation or ltire, operate in 
accordance with Advisory Circular (AC) 91-57. This generally applies to operations in remotely 
populated areas away from airports, persons and buildings, below 400 feet Above Ground Level, 
and within visual line of sight. The FAA recognizes that people and companies other than , 
mo~elers might be flying UAS with the mistaken understanding tbat they are legally operating 
under the authority of AC 91-57. AC 91-57 only applies to modelers, and thus specifically 
excludes its use by persons or companies for bl:isiness or research purposes. 



The three means ofUAS operations above are neceSs&ry due to the technical pace of UAS 
·. development and the proliferation of aircraft in our National Airspace System. UAS use bas grown 

exponentially and most are not certified, manufactured, or maintained to the standards of manned 
aircraft. As a result, the FAA has put guidelines into effect to ensure public safety. Similarly, most 
wishing to operate UASs arc not pilot trained, certified, or familiar with the Code of Federal 
Regulations to ensure the safety of others. While the FAA cunently does not allow any UAS 
operatiQn to be conducted for commercial pUIJ>OSe8, the liability implications of such operations 
without authorization could be devastating to the person operating the UAS should an unfortunate 
accident occur. 

2 

It ap based on your website, that you are currently using UAS without proper author.imtion and 
for civt ibm~ial purposes. This is in violation of FAA guidance for UAS. If this is true, 1 · 
must advise you to cease operaijons until you have the proper authorization and safety is ensured. 
Proper authorization as a public entity can be o~ined with a COA. l(you are not certified to 
conduct public operations, you would be required to operate under the second option descn0ed 
above. The petition tO 14 CFR Section 21.191 and the pe1ition to 14 CFR Section 91.319 are not 
easily granted, you may go completely though the process and not receive the experimental 
certificate or the exemption. Also, please be advised that the applicatioJJ. for an experimental 
certificate will require.technical diagrams of your aircraft and radio control equipment The 
experimental certificate application process is spelled out in FAA Order 8130.34B. If you have any 
additional questjons about the Special Airworthiness Certificate' or petition process. please contact 
Thomas Rampulla at thomas.rampulla@faa.goy. · 

More informatio~ regarding U~S pro~ µse can be found at the foll~win~ websites: 

• www.fiaa.gov/aboutlinitiatives/uas/ 
• www.faa.gov/about/initiatives/uas/regl 

The FAA is working diligently to incorporate UAS into the Nation.al Airspace (NAS) and has been 
directed by Congress· to integrate UAS by Septemf>:er 2015. For your safety and the safety of others, 
we require you to cease UAS operations as indicated by your website. 

Please contact Alvin Bnmner, UAS Aviation Safety Inspector, at 817-222.-5246 with any questions 
during normal business ho~. 

Sincerely, 

Alvin A. Brunner ID 
Avia.tion Safety Inspector 



U.S. Department 
of Tronsporiatlon 
Federal Avlafion 
Admrnlsftalfon 

August 30, 2012 

CERTIFIED MAIL- RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

. Lucas Light Aerial Director 
Flares &'Stacks Inc. 
12697 Johnson R~ Conroe TX 77302 

Dear Mr. Light, 

Ollr office l"ecently became aware of your services and your website advertising the use of 
remote control helicopters, or unmanned aircraft systems (OAS) for commercial purposes, 
spee~cally, aerial inspection of flare t.ips and various stacks. This letter is to inform you the 
Federal Aviation Administration (f AA) has taken steps to e~ure the public safety regarding 
all UAS operations. It appears. based on your website and a complaint of your operation, 
that you are cmrently using UAS without proper authorization, and for commercial 
purposes. If so, this is in violation of FAA mandates for UAS. UAS are unable to comply 
with the Code of Fedei:al Regulations (CFR) and need specific FAA authorization. I must 
advise you, and Flares & Stacks Inc., to cease all UAS commercial operations to ensure 
public safety. 

The FAA has the requirement for the regulation and safe operation of the National Airspace 
System which covers al.I navigable airspace in the US. Currently~ the FAA authorizes UAS 
operatio11$ by three means: 

I. Certificate of Authorization(COA) 
This authorization is an approved exemption that allows recognized public entities. 
i.e. federal, state, and municipal government related agencies and organizations. to 
self certify their aircraft, and conduct operations in accordance with the COA. The 
FAA reviews the operation to ensure it is in the public interest, safe, is operated only 
by the proponent, and does not significantly impact the safety of other air traffic or 
persons on the ground. 

2. Special Authorization Certificate in the Experimental Category 
For civil operators, the FAA can issue an experimental aircraft certificate in 
accordance with 14 CFR Part 21. This allows for testing and development of the 
aircraft, market development, and training of pilots and crewmembers for 
prospective clients. Any other uses under this certificate are prohibited. The 
experimenw.l ce11ificate application process is spelJed out in FAA Order 8130.34B. If 
you have miy additional questions about the Special Airworthiness Certificate or 
petition process, please contact Thomas Rampulla at thomas.rmnpulJa@faa.e:ov. 

f:e:::'J:==~-
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3. Advisory Circular 91-57 for Recreational hobbyists 
Those who use UAS only for recreational enjoyment, operate in accordance with 
Advisory Circular 9i-57. This generally applies to operations in remotely populated 
areas away from airports, persons and buildings, below 400 feet Above Ground 
Level, and within visual line of sight. On February 6, 2007 the FAA published UAS 
guidance in the Federal Register, 14 CFR Part 91 /Docket No. FAA-2006-25714 / 
Unmanned Aircraft Operations in the National Ah•space ~ystem. Toward the 
end of the docket it says, "The FAA recognizes that people and companies other than 
modelers might be flying UAS with the mistaken understanding that they are legally 
operating under the authority of AC 91-57. AC 91-57 only applies to modelers,"and 
thus specifi~ally e?Ccludes its use by persons or companies for business purposes.11 

UAS use has grown exponentially and most are not certified, manufactured, or maintained to 
the standards ofm~ed aircraft. Similarly, most operating UASs are not pilot trained, 
certified, or familiar with 14 CFR to ensure the safety of others. Since the FAA currently · 
does not authoijze any UAS operation to be conducted for C<?mmercial purposes, the liability 
imp Ji cations of such operations without authorization could be devastating to the person 
operating the UAS should an unfortunate accident occur. 

More information regarding UAS use can be foun4 at the following websites: 

• www.iaa.gov/about/initiatives/uas/ 
• · wW\y.faa.gov/about/initiatives/uas/reg/ 

The FAA is. working diligently to incorporate UAS into the National Airspace, and has been 
directed by Congress to integrate UAS by September 2015. For your safety and the safety of 
others, we require you to cease any commercial UAS operations as indicated by your 
website. : 

Please contact me at 817-222-5246 with any questions during normal business hours. 

Sincerely, . 
Ori()~ 
Alvin A. Brunner 111 
Aviation Safety Inspector 

ASW-220ABnmner;aab;x5246;8/30/t 2 
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U.S. Depctrtment 
of TrCll"lSpQtfalfon 
Federal Avfoflon 
Admlnfsftatfon 

September 12. 2012 

CERTIFlBD MAIL-RETUENRECEIPTREQUBSTED 

Mark La. Boyteaux 
Hawkeye Media 
_3036 Thicket Bend Ct, 
Fort Worth, TX 76244 

Dear Mr. LaBoyteanx, 

Our office recently became. aware of your services and website advertising the use o.f remote 
control helicopterst or umnanned airora.ft systems (UAS) for commercial purposes.. · 
specifically, aerial photography. This letter is to inform you the Federal Aviation . 
Administration (FAA) has taken st13ps to ensure the publi9 safety regarding all UAS 
operations. It appeant, based.on your website and a complaint of your operation, that you are 
currently using UAS without pr4lpei:_ anthor:izeJiofit and for co:tnmercial purposes. If so, this 
is :in violation ofF AA mandates fut UAS. UASs are unable to comply with the Code of 
Federal Regulations (CFR) and need speoifi.9 FAA authorization. I must advise you, and 
Hawkeye M~ to cease all UAS commercial operatioJ:!S to ensurepublio safety. 

The FAA has the requh:ement for the regulation and safe operation of the National Airspace 
System which covers all navigable airSpaoo in the US. Currently .. the FAA authorizes UAS 
operai;ions by three means: 

I. Certificp of Authorization. (COA) . 
This autho1izationis an approved exemption which allows recognized public entities, · 

· i.e. federal, state, and municipal government related agencies and organizations, to 
self certify their aircraft, and conduct operati011$ in accordance with the COA The 
FAA reviews the operation to ensure it is in the public interest, safe~ is operated only 
by the proponent. and does not significantly impact the safety of other air fnl:tlic or 
persons on the ground. 

2. Special Authorization Certificate in the Bxverlmental Categor;y 
For pivil operators, the FAA can is$116 an experimental aircraft certificate in 
accordance with Title14, Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) Part 21. This allows 
for testing and development of the aircraft, market development, and training of pilots 
and crewmembers for prospective clients. Any other uses under this certificate are 
prohibited. The experimental certµicate application process is spelled out in FAA 
Order 8130.34B. If you have any additional questions about the Special 



Airwortblness Certificate or petition process, please contact Thomas Rampulla at 
thomns.rmJIRulla@faa..gov. 

3. Advisory Circmar 91-57 fur R&mational hobbyi§t§ 
Those who use UAS only fur recreational enjoyment. operate in accordance with 
Advisory Circular 91-57. This generally applies to operations in remotely populated 
areas away from airports, p'ersons and buildings, below 400 feet above ground level .. 
and within visual line of sight. On Febniary 6, 2007, the FAA published UAS 
guidance in the Federal Register. 14 CFR Part 91 /Docket No. FAA-2006-25714 / 
Unmanned Aircraft Operations in the National Airspace System. Toward the end 
of the docket it says, 11The FAA recognizes that people and companies other than 
modelers might be flying UAS with the mistaken understanding that they are legally 
operating under tho authority of AC 91-57. AC 91-57 only applies to modelersj and 

· thus spe<?iffoally excludes its use by persons or companies for business pm:poses, 11 

UAS use has grown exponentially and most are not certified, mannfactured, or maintained to 
1he standards of manned aircraft. Similarly, most operating U.A.Ss ai:onot pilot trained, 
certi:B.~d,. or .familiar with 14 CPR to ensure the safety of others. Sin.co the F.AA cnrrently 
does not authorize any UAS Qperatl.on. to be conducted for oo:mm.ercial plllpOSeS,. the liability 
implications of BUCh opei-ations without authorization could be devastating to the person 
operating the UAS should an unfortunate accident occm. 

More information regarding UAS use oan be found at the following websites: 

• www.faa.gov/about/initiatives/Ut!Sf 
• www.faa.gov/about/initiatives/uas.ltegl 

The FAA is working diligently to incorporate UAS into tho National Airspace. and :{lag been 
directed by Congress to integrate UA8s by September 2015. For your safety and the safety 
of others, we require you to cease any commercial UAS operations as indicated by yo!u' 
website. · 

Please contact me at 817..:222-5246 with any questions during normal business hours. 



U.S. Deportment 
of TronsportaHon 
Federal Aviation 
Admlni$fration 

April IO, 2013 

CERTlf lEO MAIL- RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Mr. Jack Quirk 
KJ Productions 
309 N. Haniso"7 Enid, OK 73703 

Dear Mr. Quirk, 

Out office recently cam<' a¢ross ·the Enid News article on April 7tht and subsequen.tly your web site, 
www.kjproduetions, publicizing the use of a hexacopter unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) for the 
commercial purposes of aerial photography. The purpose of this letter is to infonn you the FAA has 
taken steps to ensure the public safety, l'egarding all UAS operations, and to. warn you against 
unauthorized use ofUAS. 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has a requirement for the regulation and safe operation 
of the National Airspace System which covers all navigable afrs1mce in the US. Private land owners 
do not have any jurisdiction over the airspace above their property and cannot pr611ibit ot aflow 
aviation operations over thelr land. Unmanned Aircraft are unable to comply with the Code of 
Federal Regulations (CPR) and need a specific FAA authorW.tion. Currently. the FM authorizes 
VAS operations by three means: 

1. Certificate of Authorization CCOA) 

SYMOOL 
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This authorization is an approved exemption which allows recognized public entitles, i.e. federal, t=-:~~--
state. and municipal government related agencies and organizations. to self~certify their aircraft 
and conduct operations in accordance with the certificate after approvaf. The FAA reviews the 
operation to ensure it is in the public interest, sate, is operated by only the proponent. and does 
not significantly impact the safety of other air traffic or persons 011 the ground. To issue a COA 
nonnally takes about 60 business days once the proponent completes application and verifies its 
status as a public entity. 

2. Special Authorization Certificate in the Experimental Categow 
For civi r operators, the FAA can issue an experimental aircraft certlficate, in accordance with 
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 21. This allows for testing and development of the 
aircraft. market development, and training of pilots and crewmembers for prospective clients. 

3. Advisory Circular 91-57 for Recreational hobbyists 
Those who use UAS only for recreational enjoyment, and not for compensation or hire, may 
operate UAS in accordance with Advisory Circular 91-57. This generally applies to operations in 
remotely populated areas away from airports,. persons and buildings, below 400 feet Above t=1:~----
Ground Level, and within visual line of sight. The FAA recognizes people and companies other 
than modelers= might be flying UAS with the mistaken understanding they are legally operating rullJTo.'OS\'MOOL 

under the authority of AC 91-57. AC 91-57 only applies to modelers, and thus specifically 
excludes its use by persons or companies for business purposes. ""m""'1""'ALS=!S=10 __ _ 



The three means ofUAS operations above are neces~ry due to the technical paceofUAS 
development and the .proliferation of aircraft in our National Airspace System. UAS use has grown 
expo11entially and most are not certified, manufactured, or maintained to the standards of manned 
aircraft. As a result, the FAA has put guidelines into effect to ensure public safety. Similarly, most 
wishing to operate UASs are not pilot trained, ce1tified, or familiar with the Code of Federal 
Regulations to ensure the safety of others. The FAA currently does not allow any UAS operation to 
be conducted ·for commercial purposes. The liability implications of such operations without 
authorization could be devastating to the person operating tl1e UAS, should an unfortunate accident 
occur. 

i 

It appears, based on the Enid News article and your website, that you are currently using a UAS 
without proper authorization and for commercial purposes. This is in violation of FAA guidance. If 
this is true, f must advise you to cease operations until you have the proper authorization and safety is 
ensured. Proper authorization as a public entity can be obtained with a Certificate of Authoriiation 
(COA). If you are not certified to conduct public operations, you would be required to .operate under 
the second option described above. The petition to 14 CFR 21.191 and the petition to 14 CFR.91.319 
are not easily granted, you may go completely though the process and not receive the ex:perimental 
certificate or the exemption. Also, please be advised the application for an experimental certificate 
will require technical diagrams of your aircraft and radio control equipment. The experimental· 
certificate applicatfo11 process is spelled out in FAA Order 8130.348. If you have any additional 
questions about d1e Special Airworthiness Certificate·or petition process, please contact Thomas 
RampulJa at thomas.rampulla@faa.gov. 

More infom1ation regarding UAS program use can be found at the following websites: 

• \VWw.faa.gov/about/initiatives/uas/ 
• www.faa.gov/about/initiatives/uas/reg/ 

The FAA is working diligently to incorporate UAS into the National Airspace (NAS) and has b~en 
directed by Congress to integrate UAS by September 2015. For your safety and the safety of others, 
we require you to cease UAS operations as indicated by your website. 

Please contact Alvin Brunner, UAS Aviation Safety Inspector, at 817~222-5246 with any questions 
during no~al business hours. 

Sincereiy, 

Alvin A. Brunner Ill 
Aviation Safety Inspector 

ASW-220ABrunner;aab;x5246;4/10/2013: (L:\ASW220\UAS\KJ Productions CnD Ltr.doc) 



U.S. Department 
Of Transportaflon 
Federal Avfalfori 
Adminisfralfon Cl9/Y 

CERTIFIED MAIL-RETURN RECBIPT REQUESTED 

Phil Jackson 
Price-Edwards & Co. 
2 l 0 Park Ave Ste lOOOt Oklahoma City OK 73102 

Dear Mr. Jackson, 

~llr office recently came across a n.ews article in The Oklahoman highlighling the use of a 
quadcopter or unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) for civil or oorumercial purposes of aerial 
photography and survey. 

The Fedc,:rat Aviation Administration (FAA) has the requirement for the regulation and safe 
operation of tJ1e National Airspace System which covers all navigable airspace in the US. Private 
land owners do not have any jurisdiction over the ait'Space above their property and cannot 
prohibit or allow aviation operations over their land. Unmanned Aircraft are unable to comply 
with Title 14, Code of Federal Regulations (14 CfR) and need a specific FAA authorization. The 

~ purpose of this letter f s to inform you th~ FAA has taken steps to ensure the public safety 
regarding all UAS operations, Currently, the FAA authorizes UAS operations by three means: 

I. Certificate of Authorization <COAl 
This authorization is an approved exemption that allows recognized public entities. i.e. 
federal, stat.et and .mu.n~cipa( govemment ~lated agencies and organizations, to self-.certify 
their aircraft and conduct operations in accordance with the certificate after approval. The 
FAA reviews tlte operation to ensure it is ln the public interest, safe, is op_erated by only the 
proponent~ and does not significantly impact the safety of other air traffii or persons on the 
ground. To issue a COA nonnally takes about 60 business days once the proponent 
completes application and vedfies its status as a public entity. 

2, Special Authorization Certificate in the Experimental Category 
For civil operators, the FAA can issue an experimental aircraft certificate in accordance with 
14 CFR. part 21. This allows for testing and development of the aircraft, market 
development., and training of pilots and crewmembers for prospective cHents. 

3. Advisoiy Circular 9 t-57 for Recreational bobby ists 
Those who use UAS only for recreational enjoyment and not for compensatio1t or hire, 
operate in accon:lance with Advisory Circular(AC} 91-57. This generally applies to 
operations in remotely populated areas away from airports, persons and buildings, below 400 
feet Above Ground Level, and within visual line of sight. The FAA recognizes that peopfe 
and companies other than modelers might be flying UA~ with the mistaken underst!nding 
that they are legally operating under the authority of AC91-57. AC 91-57 only applies to 
modelers, and thus specifically excludes its use by persons or companies for business 
purposes. 
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The three means of UAS operations above are necessary due to the technical pace of UAS 
development and the proliferation of aircraft In Qur National Airspace System. UAS use has 
grown exponentially and most are not ee1'tified, manufuctured, or maintained to the standards of 
manned aircraft. As a result, the FAA.has put guidelines into effect to ensure public safety. 
Similarly, most wishing to operate UASs are not pilot trained, certified, or familiar with the Code 
of Federal Regulations to ensure the safety of others. While the FAA currently does not allow 
any UAS operation to be conducted for commercial purposes, the liability implications of such 
opemtions without authorization could be devastating to the person operating the UAS should an 
unfmtunate accident occur. · 

It appears, based on the article, that you are currently tising UAS without proper authorization 
and for civil or-commercial purposes. This is in violation of FAA guidance for UAS. If this is 
true, I must advise you to cease operations until you have the proper authorization and safety is 
ensured. Proper authorization as a public entity can be obtained with a Certificate of 
Authorization (COA). If you are not certified to conduct public opemtions, you would be 
required to operate under the second option described above. The petition to 14 CFR section 
21. t 91 and the petition to 14 CFR sedion 91.319 are not easily granted, you may go completely 
though the process and not receive the experimental certificate or the exemption. Also, please be 
µdvised that the appli<;ation for an experimental certificate will require technical diagrams of your 
aircraft and radio control equipment. The experimental certificate application process is spelled 
out in FAA Order 8130.348. If you have any additional questions about the Specil)I · 
Airworthiness Certificate or petition process. please contact Thomas Rampulla at 
thomas.ramuulla@faa.gov. · 

More inf~nnation regarding UAS program use can be found at the following websites: 

• www.faa.gov/about/initiatives/uas/' 
•. www.faa.gov/about/initiatives/uas/reg/ 

The FAA is working diligently to incorporate UAS into the National Airspace (NAS) and has 
been directed by Congress to integrate UAS by September 201 S. For your safety and the safety 
of others, we require yori to cease UAS operations as indicated by your website. 

Please contact Alvin Brunnert UAS Aviation Safety Inspector, at 817~222-5246 with any 
questions during normal business hours. 

;;z~ 
Alvin A. Brunner Ill 

Aviation Safety Inspector 

ASW-220ABnumer,aab;x5246;6/25/2013: (L:\ASW220\UAS\Price·Edwards & Co CnD 
Ltr.doc) 



U.S. Department 
of Transportatton 
Federal Aviation 
Administration 

. June 11, 2013 

Adrian Frothingham 
Drones West LLC 
119 91st Ave SW 
Suite#14-B 
Lake Stevens, WA 98258 

Mr. Frothingham: 

Northwest Mountain Region 
Colorado, Idaho, Montana, 
Oregon, Utah, Washington, 
Wyoming 

Flight Standards Regional Office 
1601 Lind Ave SW., Suite 560 
Renton, Washington 98057 

Your company's Unmanned Aircraft System (OAS) operation, described on your DronesWest 
LLC website has been brought to the attention of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), 
Flight Standards Division, Next Generation Branch, ANM-220. During our conversation on, 
June 6, 20 I 3, you provided information on your operation that includes flying uncertified small 
UAS helicopters for hire for aerial photow-aphy. 

The following steps are in place to ensure the public safety regarding all UAS operations in the 
National Airspace System (NAS) 

Currently, the FAA authorizes UAS operations ii'l the NA~ by three means: 

1. Certificate of Authorization (COA). This authorization is an approved exemption th~t 
allows recognized public entities. i.e. federal. state, and municipal government related 
agencies and organizations, to self certify their aircraft and conduct operations in 
acco1·dance with the certificate after approval. The FAA reviews the operation to ensure 
it is in the public interest, safe, is operated by only the proponent, and does not 
significantly impact the safety of other air traffic or persons on the ground. To issue a 
GOA nonnally takes about 60 business days once the proponent completes application 
and verifies its status as a public entity. 

2. Special Authorization Certificate in the Experimental Category. For civil operators, 
the FAA can issue an experimental aircraft certificate in accordance with the Code of 
Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 21. This allows for testing and development of the 
aircraft, matket development, and training of pilots and crewmembers for prospective 
clients. Airworthiness CertificaNon under the experiential category does not allow.tor 
commercial operations per CFR 91.319 {a) (2J 

3. Advisory Circular 91-57 for recreational hobbyists. Those who use UAS only for 
recreational enjoyment and not for compensation or hire, operate in accordance with 
Advismy Circular 91-57. This generally applies to operations in remotely populated 
areas away from airports, ·persons and buildings, below 400 feet AGL and within visual 
line of sight. The FAA Reauthorization Act of20l2, now Public Law I 12-95, Section 
336, also defines Model Aircraft and their allowed uses, restricting their operation to 
visual line of sight operations and to hobby or recreational purposes. 
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Based on your described UAS operations, you are currently using a UAS without proper 
authorization and for commercial purposes. This is in violation of FAA policy and guidance for 
UAS. Yoti are requested to utilize a manned asset for your operations until the FAA can be 
assured of the safety of your operation and that you have the proper authorization. If you can 
declare yourself as a public entity, you may make a formal on-line application for a COA by _ 
contacting Mr. Randy Willis, (202) 385-4661, to set up an on-line application account if you 
desire. If you are not certified to conduct public operations and would like to consider a Special 
Authorization Certificate, we can put you in touch with the program office in Washington, DC 
for consideration. If you intend to operate your aircraft for recreational purposes, you must 
comply with AC-91-57 and Public Law 112-95 and operate in a remote, unpopulated area. 

More information regarding UAS use can be found at the FAA UAS Integration Office's 
website: http://www.faa.gov/about/initiatives/uas/. The programs and policy page may also be 
of interest to you: Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) - Regulations & Policies. 

The FAA is working diligently to incorporate UAS into the NAS and has been directed by 
Congress to Integrate UAS by September 2015. 

Thank you for your cooperation and understanding in this manner, it is greatly appreciated. 

If you have any questions, please contactn:i,e..,bip:Qone .(425) 917-6~6.6 or email me at 
Micheal.DeMent-My~rs@faa.gov_ ·· ·· 

Sincerely, 

Michael PeMent-Myers 
Aviation Safety Inspector 
ANM220 NextGen 



Michael Harris 

Your Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS} operation, described on your Elevated Work s 
website has been brought to the attention of our office. In our conversation today 
you provJded information on your operation that intludes flying uncertified small UAS 
helicopters for hire as an aerial photographer. 

Several attached documents from your website confirm your commercial UAS 
activity. · 

http://www.elevatedwork.com 

The following steps are In place to ensure the public safety regarding all UAS 
operations In the National Airspace System (NAS) 

Currently, the FM authorizes UAS operations In the NAS by three means; 

1. Certificate of Authorization (COA}. This authorization is an approved 
exemption that allows recognized publlc entitles, I.e. federal, state, and 
municipal government related agencies and organizations, to self certify their 
aircraft and· conduct operations In accordance with the certificate after 
approval: The FM reviews the operation to ensure it is in the public Interest, 
safe, is operated by only the proponent, and does not significantly impac:;t the 
safety of other afr traffic or persons on the ground. To issue a COA normally 
takes about 60 business days once the proponent completes application and 
verifies its status as a public entity . 

. 2. Special Authorization Certificate in the Experimental Category. For civil 
operators, the FM can Issue an experimental aircraft certificate in accordance 
with the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 21. This allows for testing 
and development of the aircraft, market development, and training of pilots 
and crewmembers for prospective clients. See the attached FAA Order 
8130.346, Airworthiness Certification of Unmanned Aircraft Systems and 
Optionally Piloted Aircraft. However, obtaining a Experimental Certification 
does not allow for commercial operations per CFR 91.319 (a) (2) 

3. Advisory Circular 91-57 for recreational hobbyists. Those who use UAS only 
for recreational enjoyment and not for compensation or hire, operate fn 
accordance with Advisory Circular 91-57. This generally applies to operations 
in remotely populated ?reas away from airports, persons and buildings, below 
400 feet AGL and within visual line of sight. The FM Reauthorization Act of 
2012, now Public Law 112-95, Section 336, also defines Model Aircraft and 
their allowed uses, restrfctlng their operation to visual line of sight operations 
and to hobby or recreational purposes. 

These restrictions for UAS operations are necessary at this time due to the technical 
pace of UAS development and the proliferation of aircraft In NAS. Their potential use 
has grown exponentially. This has caused the FAA to put into effect some regulatory 



llmlts to ensure the public safety since most of the UAS currently available are not 
certified, manufactured, or maintained to the standards of manned aircraft. Similarly, 
.most pllots wishing to fly UASs are not trained, certified, or famlllar with the Code of 
Federal Regulations to ensure the safety of others. While FAA policy currently does 
not allow any UA.S operation to be conducted for commercial purposes, the liability 
lmplication·s of such operations without authorization could be devastating to the 
person operating the UAS should an unfortunate accident occur. 

. 11f%.~:~··-~. 

Based on your described UAS operations, you are currently using a UAS without 
proper authorization and for commercial purposes. This is In violation of FAA policy 
and guidance for UAS. You are requested to utilize a manned asset for your 
operations until the FAA can be assured of the safety of your operation and that you 
have the proper authorization. If you can declare yourself as a public entity, you 
may make a formal on-llne application for a COA by contacting Mr. Randy Willis, 
202-385-4661 to set up an on-line application account if you desire, lf you are not 
certified to conduct public operations and would like to consider a Special 
Authorization Certificate, we can put you in touch with the program office In 
Washington, DC for consideration. If you intend to operate your aircraft for 
recreational purp9ses, you should comply with AC-91-57 and Public Law 112-95 a.nd 
operate in a remote,_ unpopulated area. 

More information regarding UAS use can be found at the FAA UAS Integration 
Office's website: http:Uwww.fSJ~.gov/abouUinitiatiyes/Ua:il· The programs and 
policy page may also be of Interest to you: Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS} -
Regulations & Policies. 

The FAA is working diligently to incorporate UAS Into the NAS and has been directed 
by Congress to Integrate UAS by Septemb~r 2015. 

Please contact our office any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Dement-Myers 
ANM220 NextGen 
.425. 917.6566 



Tim Walker 
Elevated Work 

Mr. Walker: 

Your Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS} operation, descrl~ed on your Elevated Works 
website has been brought to the attention of our office. In our conversation today 
you provided information on your operation that lndudes flying uneertified small UAS 
helicoptera for hire as an aerial photographer. 

Several attached documents from your website confirm your commercial UAS 
activity. · 

http://www.elevatedwork.com 

The following steps are in place to ensure the public .safety regarding all UAS 
operations In the National Airspace System (NAS} · 

Currently, the FAA authorizes UAS operations in the NAS by three means: 

1. Certificate of Authorization (GOA}. 'This authorization Is an approved 
exemption that allows recognized public entitles, I.e. federal, state, and 
municipal government related agencies and organizations, to self certify their 
aircraft and conduct operation~ ln'accordance with the certiflcate after 
approval. The FAA reviews the operation to ensure It is in the public interest, 
safe~ Is operated by only the proponent, and does not significantly impact the 
safety of other air traffic or persons on the ground. To issue a COA normally 
takes about 60 business days once the proponent completes application and 
verifies its status as a public entity. 

2. Special Authorization Certificate In the Experimental Category. For civil 
operators, the FAA can issue an experimental aircraft certificate in accordance 
with the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR} Part 21. This allows for testing 
and development of the aircraft, market development, and training of pilots· 
and crewmembers for prospective clients •. See the attached FAA Order 
8130.346, Airworthiness Certification of Unmanned Aircraft Systems and 
Optionally Piloted Aircraft. However, obtaining a Experimental Certification 
does not allow for commercial operations per CFR 91.319 (a) (2) 

3. Advisory Circular 91-57 for recreational hobbyists. Those who use UAS only 
for recreational enjoyment and not for compensation or hire, operate in 
accordance wltli Advisory Circular 91-57. This generally applies to operations 
in remotely populated areas away from airports, persons and buildings, below 
400 feet AGL and within visual line of sight. The FAA Reauthorization Act of 
2012, now Public Law 112-95, Section 336, also defines Model Aircraft and 
their allowed uses, restricting their operation to visual line of sight operations 
and to hobby or recreational purposes. 



I 

,,• 

These restrictions for UAS operations are necessary at this time-due to the techni~al 
pace of UAS development and the proliferation of aircraft In NAS. Their potential use 
has grown exponentially. This has caused the FAA to put Into effect some regulatory 
llmits to ensure the public safety since most of the UAS currently available are not 
certified, manufactured, or maintained to the standards of manned aircraft. Similarly, 
most pilots wishing to fly ~ASs are not trained, certified, or familiar with the Code of 
Fede.rat Regulations to ensure the safety of others. While FAA policy currently does 

. not allow any UAS operation to be conducted for commercial purposes, the liability 
impllcatlons_of such operations without authorization could be devastating to the 
person operating the UAS should an unfortunate accident occur. 

Based on your described UAS operations, you are currently using a UAS without 
proper authorization and for commercial purposes. This Is In vlolatfon of FAA policy 
and guidance for UAS. You are requested to utilize a manned asset for your 
operations until the FAA can be assured of the safety of your operation and that you 
have the proper authorization. If you can declare yourself as a public en.tlty, you 
may make a formal on-line application for a COA by contacting Mr. Randy Willis, 
202-385-4661 to set up an on-line application account If you desire. If you are not 
certified to conduct public operations and would like to consider _a Special 
Authorization Certificate, we can put you in touch with the program office In 
Washington, DC for consideration. If you intend to operate your aircraft for 
recreational purposes, you must comply with AC-91-57 and Public Law 112-95 and 
operate in a remote, unpopulated area. · 

More information regarding UAS use can be found at the FAA UAS Integrati9n 
Offlce's website: http:l/www.faa.gov/about/initiatjves/uas/. The programs and 
policy page may also be of Interest to you: Unmanned Aircraft Systems {UAS) -
Regulations & Policies. 

The FAA Is working diligently to incorporate UAS into the NAS and has been directed 
by Congress to integrate UAS by September 2015. 

Tim1 thank you for your cooperation and understanding In this manner, It Is greatly 
appreciated. · 

Please contact our office any questions. 

Sincerely1 

Michael DeMent-Myers · 
ANM220 NextGen 
425.917.6566 



Mr. ·Matt Gunn 
Gunn Photography Services, LLC 
6940 Roswell Road 
Sandy Springs, GA 30328 

J:)ear Mr. Gunn, 

My name is Mike Wilson and, along with my celleague Bruce LaCour, we are the 
Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) specialists and Aviation Safety Inspectors within the 
Federal Aviation Administration {FAA). We are charged with the responsibility of 
oversight, monitoring, and enforcement of U AS issues and investigations in the Southern 
Region. 

We recently came across your web site, Gunn Photography Services, LLC, advertising 
the use of the T-Rex 600 Unmanned Aircraft Helicopter for commercial purposes in and 
around the Atlanta area. While your innovative use of the UAS may be well-intended, I 
must inform you the FAA has taken steps to ensure the public safety regarding all UAS 
operations. The FAA currently does not allow any UAS operation tQ be conducted for 
commercial purposes. It appears, based on your website, that you are cl.irrently using the 
T-Rex 600 UAS Helicopter without proper authorization and for commercial purposes. 
This is in violation of FAA guidance for UAS. I must advise you to cease operations until 
the FAA can be assured of the safety of your operation and you have the proper 
authorization. 

Currently, the FAA authorizes U AS operations by three means: 

1. Certificate of Authorization {COA). This authorization is an approved exemption 
that allows recognized public entities, i.e. federal, state, and municipal 
government related agencies and organizations, to self certify their aircraft and 
conduct operations in accordance with the :certificate after approval. The FAA 
reviews the operation to ensure it is in the public interest, safe, is operated by only 
the proponent, and does not significantly impact the safety of other air traffic or 
persons on the ground. To issue a COA norm.ally takes about 60 business days 
once the proponent completes application and verifies its status as a public entity. 

2. Special Airworthiness Certificate in the Experimental Category. For ciVil 
operators, the FAA can issue an experimental aircraft certificate in accordance 
with Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 21. This allows for testing and 
development of the aircraft, market development, and training of pilots and 
crewmembers for prospective clients. 

3. Advisory Circular 91-57 for Recreational hobbyists. Those who use UAS only 
for recreational enjoyment and not for compensation or hire, operate in 
accordance with Advisory Circular 91-57. This generally applies to operations in 



........ :. -

remotely populated areas away from airports, persons and buildings, below 400 
feet Above Ground Level, and within visual line of sight. 

These restrictions for UAS operations are necessary at this time due to the technical pace 
of UAS development and the proliferation of aircraft. Their potential use has grown 
exponentially. This has caused the FAA to put into effect some regulatory limits to 
ensure the public safety since most of the UAS currently available are not certified, 
manufactured, or maintained to the standards of manned aircraft. Similarly, most pilots 
wishing to fly UASs are not trained, certified, or familiar with the Code of Federal 
Regulations to ensure the safety of others. While the FAA currently does not allow any 
UAS operation to be conducted for commercial purposes, the liability implications of 
such operations without authorization could be devastating to the person operating the 
UAS should an unfortunate accident occur. 

If you can declare yourself as a public entity, you may make a formal on-line application 
for a COA by contacting Mr. Randy Willis, 202-385-4661 to set up an on-line application 
account if you desire. If you are not certified to condu~t public operations and would like 
to ·consider a Special Authorization Certificate, we can put you in touch with the program 
office in Washington, DC for consideration. If you intend to operate your aircraft 
recreationally, you must comply with AC-91-57 and operate in a remote, unpopulated 
area. 

More information regarding UAS use can be found at the_ FAA Unmanned Aircraft 
Program Office's website: http://www.faa.gov/about/initiatives/uas/ 

The FAA is working diligently to incoi-porate UAS into the National Airspace (NAS) and 
has been directed by Congress to integrate UAS by September 2015. For your safety and 
the safety of others, we requii:e you to cease operations as indicated by your website. 
Please contact myself, Bruce LaCour (Bruce.Lacour@faa.gov), or any one of us at the 
Regional office with any questions. 

Regards, 

Michael K. Wilson 
VAS_ Program Manager 
FAA Southern Region 
404.305.6038 
Mike.Wilson@faa.gov 
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US.Deportment · 
of Tl'OflSJ?OfklfiOn 
Federal Aviation 
Admini5fration 

May21,2012 

SkyGolf Productions 
13115 Via Roma Court 
JacksonVille, FL 32224 

Gentlemen, 

Orlando FSD0-15 
Citadel tnrl, Suite 500 
5950 Hazeltine National Drive 
Orlando, Florlda 32822-5023 
(407) 812-7765; Fax: (407) 812 7710 

My name is Richard Scheibe! and I am the Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) specialists and 
Aviation Safety Inspector within the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). I am in charge 
with the responsibility of oversight, monitoring, and enforcement of UAS issues and 
investigations in the Orlando FSDO area. 

We recently came across your web site, SkyGolf Productions, LLC, advertising the use of 
An Unmanned Aircraft Helicopter for commercial purprn!les in and around the Jacksonville 
Area. While your innovative use of the UAS may be well-intended, I must inform you the FAA 
has taken steps to ensure the public safety regarding all UAS operations. The FAA currently 
does not allow any UAS operation to be conducted for commercial purposes. It appears, based 
on your website, that you are currently using a U AS Helicopter without proper 
authorization and for commercial purposes. This is in violation of FAA guidance for UAS. I 
must advise you to cease operations until the FAA can be assllred of the safety of your operation 
and you have the proper authorization. 

Currently, the FAA authorizes UAS operations by three means: 

1. Certificate of Authorization (COA). This authorization is an approved exemption that 
allows recognized public entities, i.e. federal, state, and municipal government related 
agencies and organizations, to self certify their aircraft and conduct operations in 
accordance with the certificate after approval. The FAA reviews the operation to ensure 
it is in the public interest, safe, is operated by only the proponent, and does not 
significantly impact the safety of other air traffic or persons on the ground. To issue a 
COA normally fukes about 60 business days once the proponent completes application 
and verifies its status as a public entity. 

2. Special Airworthiness Certificate in the Experimental Category. For civil operators, the 
FAA can issue an experimental aircraft certificate in accordance with Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR) Part 21. This allows for testing and development of the aircraft, 
market development, and training of pilots and crewmembers for prospective clients. 

3. Advisory Circular 91-57 for Recreational hobbyists. Those who use UAS only for 
recreational eajoyment and not for compensation or hire, operate in accordance with 
Advisory Circular 91-57. This generally applies to operations in remotely populated 
areas away from airports, persons and buildings, below 400 feet Above Ground Level, 
and within visual line of sight. 
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These restrictions for UAS operations are necessary at this time due to the technical pace ofUAS 
development and the proliferation of aircraft. Their potential use has grown exponentially. This 
has caused the FAA to put into effect some regulatory limits to ensure the public safety since 
most of the UAS currently available are not certified, manufactured, or maintained to the 
·standards of manned aircraft. Similarly, most pilots wishing to fly UASs are not trained, 
certified, or familiar with the Code of Federal Regulations to ensure the safety of others. While 
the FAA currently does not allow any UAS operation to be conducted for commercial purposes, 
the liability implications of such operations without authorization could be devastating to the 
person operating the UAS· should an unfortunate accident occur. 

If you can declare yourself as a public entity, you may-make a formal on-line application for a 
COA by contacting Mr. Randy Willis, 202-385-4661 to set up an on-line application account if 
you desire. If you are not certified to conduct public operations and would like to consider a 
Special Authorization Certificate, we can put you in touch with the program office in 
Washington, DC for consid_eration. If you intend to operate your aircraft recreationally, you 
must compiy with AC-91-57 and operate in a remote, unpopulated area 

More information regarding UAS use can be found at the FAA Unmanned Aircraft Program 
Office's website: http://www.faa.gov/about/initiatives/uas/. The FAA is working diligently to 
incorporate UAS into the National Airspace (NAS) and has been directed by Congress to 
integrate UAS by September 2015. For your safety and the safety of others, we require you to 
cease operations as indicated by y9ur website. 

If you have any questions you may contact me at the above number." 

Sincerely, 

Rjchard F Scheibe! 
Aviation. Safety Inspector 

Q:\TYPING\UNITl \scheibeVuas/skygolf 



U.S. Department 
of Transportaffon 
Federal Avlalfon 
Administration : 

,August 30, 2012 

Flight Standards Division 
901 Locust St. 
Kansas City, MO 64106 

REGULAR and CERTil7IBD MAIL-RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 
Certificate No. 7006 0100 0001 7196 2697 

Mr. Neil Crosby 
. PhotoPlay Aerials 

3225 Old Knoxville Hwy 
Maryville, TN 37804 

Mr. Crosby, 

I am the Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) Specialist for the Federal Aviation 
· Admihistration (FAA), Central Region based in Kansas City. Missouri. A recent Knoxville 

News Sentinel news article, dated August 23, 2012, was brought to our attention, The · 
article features your use of a DAS helicopter for aerial photography. 

The FAA has taken steps to ensure the public sttl'ety regarding all UAS operations. These 
initial steps take a "do no harm" approach to preserve the world's safest air transportation 
system. ~en~y, the FAA authorizes UAS Qperations by three means. 

1. Certificate of Authorization (COA). This authorization allow.i public entities, i.e., 
feder!ll, state, and municipal government related organizations, to self-certify their 
aircraft. The.FAA reviews the operation to ensure it is in the public interes~ safe; 
and does not significantly impact the safety of other ah- traffic or persons on the 
ground. To· issue a COA normally takes about 60 business days. · 

2. Experimental Certification. For civil operators, the FAA can issue an experimen'ta]. 
aircraft certificate in accordance with Code of Federal Regulations (CPR) Pad 
21.191. CFR 21.191 addresses special airworthiness certificates in the experimental 
category. Experimental certificates are issued to UAS only for the purposes of 
research and development, crew training and market survey. · 

You may petition for an exemption to 14 CFR 21.191. You would also need to 
petition for an exemption to 14 CFR. 91.319 because no person may operate an 
aircraft that has an experimental certificate for compensation or hire. Petition for 
exemptions can be submitted on-line at http://www.faa.gov/l'egulations 
policies/1ulem{iking/petition/. If you just want to sell yom: aircl'aft, you can do this 
with an experiinental under market survey. In this case you wouldn't need the two 
exemptions. 
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· Exemption under 14 CFR 21.191 and 14 CFR91.319 are not easily granted. Please 
be advised that th~ application for an experimental certificate will l'equire technical 
diagrams of your aircraft and radio control equipment. Commercial UAS operations 
requil'e the operator to hold a FAA pilot certificate with the appropriate ratings. The 
expe1imental certificate application process is spelled out in FAA Order 8130.34B 
(www.faa.gov/go/uas - go to the i-egulations & policies link). · 

3. Recreational hobbyists. This group is comprised of those individuals who use UAS 
only for i-ecreati.onal enjoyment in accordance with FAA Advisory Circular 91-57. 
This generally applies to operations away from airports, persons, and buil~ings, 
below 400 feet above ground level, and within visual line of sight. · 

These limited restrictions for UAS operations are necessary. The technical pace ofUAS 
development, and the proliferation of their potential use, has grown ~nentially. This 
growth has caused the FAA to put into effect some regulatory requirements to ensure the 
public safety. 

These requirements are necessary because most of the UAS currently available are not 
manufactw.·ed and maintained to the standards of manned aircraft. Similarly, most operators 
wishing to :tly UASs are not trained, certified, or know the rules of the air to ensure the 
safety of others both in the air and on the ground. . 

Mo1-e information regarding UAS use can be found at the FAA Unmanned Aircraft Program 
Office's website, http://www.faa.gov/about/initiatives/uas/. 

Based on your company's website, you are currently operating a UAS for commercial use 
without proper authorization. Operations of this kind may be in violation of the Federal 
Aviation Regulations and result in legal enforcement action. The options available to you 
are: 

1) To cease operations; 
2) To make ~pplication for the proper authorization so that the FAA can be assured 

of the safety of your operation. · 

As stated earlier, civil operato1'8 have been granted experimental certificates for UAS 
operations. You are invited to make application for the proper authorization. The 
instructions for making application can be found at https;//ioeaaa.faa.gov/oeaaa/Portal.do. 

For questions, please do not hesitate tp contact me. 

alk~ 
Christopher L. Grotewohl 
Aviation Safety Inspector 
UAS Specialist 
Nex:tGen Branch, ACE-220 



aerfal photography 
Chrfstopher Grotewohl to: Info 
ACE-420, Nextgen Branch 

To Whoin this may concern: 

06/0612013 08:02 AM 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has received notification that your company, Hybird 
Video U.C, is utilizing a Quadcopter UAS for commercial purposes. The use of a Quadcopter 
UAS for aerial photography is prohibited without proper authorization. 

As a FAA Unmanned Aircraft _System (UAS) Inspector, I want to share the three possible ways 
of operating the UA. 

1. Certificate of Authorization (COA). This authorization allows public entities, i.e., 
federal, state, and municipal government related organizations, to self·certify their aircraft. The 
FAA reviews the operation to ensure it is in the public interest, safe, and does not significantly_ 
impact the safety of other air traffic or persons on the ground. To issue a COA normally takes 
about 60 business days. 

2. Experb.nental Certification. For civil operators, the FAA can issue an experimental 
· ~certificate in accordance with Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 21.191. CFR 

21.191 addresses special airworthiness certificates in the experimental category. Experimental 
certificates are issued to UAS onlffor tlie purposes of research and development, crew trafu.ing 
and market survey. Not allowed for aeiial photography or for hire. 

3. ·Recreational hobbyists. This group is comprised of those individuals who use UAS only 
for recreational enjoyment in accordance with FAA Advisory Circular 91-57. This generally 
applies to operations away from airports, persons, and buildings, below 400 feet above ground 
lev~l, and within visual line of sight 

Based on yotir website and.Facebook page, you are operating a UAS for commercial use without 
proper authorization. Operations of this kind may be in violation of the Federal Aviation 
Regulations and result in legal enforcement action. The options available to you are 1) to cease 
operations, or 2) to make application for the proper authorization so that the FAA can be assured 
of the safety of your operation. 

The Grandview and local l~w ~nforcement agencies will be notified of this operation. 

Sincerely, 





o-
U.S. Department 
of Transportation 

Federal Aviation 
Admlnislration 

July 10, 2013 

- Flight Standan:ls Division 
901 Locust, Room 342 
Kansas City, MO 64106 

REGULAR and CERTIFIED MAIL-RETIJRN RECEIPT REQUESTED 
Certificate No. 7006 0100 0001 7196 2772 

University of Missouri 
Missouri School of Journalism 
Administrative Offices 
120 Neff Hall 
Columbi~ MO 65211-1200 

To whom this may concern:. 

http://www.missouridronejournalism.com/category/drones/ was brought to our attention .from 

OUTING SVMBC 
ACE-220C 

AT! 

ACE-220 K 

the Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) specialist for the Federal A viati9n Administration oAm 

(FAA) Central Region based in Kansas City, Missouri. Your website features your use of a 
multicopter UAS for jownalism educational purposes; · SYMBOi. 

The FAA has taken steps to ensure the public safety regarding all UAS operations. These 
initial steps take a "do no harm" approach to preserve the world's safest air transportation 
system. Currently, the FAA authorizes UAS operations by three means. 

1. Certificate of Authorization (COA). This authorization allows public entities, i.e., 
federal, state, and municipal government related organizations, to self-certify their aircraft. 
The FAA reviews the operatfon to ensure it is in the public interest, safe, and does not 
significantly impact the safety of otb,er air traffic or persons on the ground. To issue a COA 
normally takes about 60 busin~s days. 

2. Experimental Certification. For civil operators, the FAA can issue an experimental 
aircraft certificate in accordance with Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 21.191. CFR 
21.191 addresses special airworthiness certificates in the experimental category. Experimental 
certificates are issued to UAS only for the purposes of research and developmen~ crew 
training and market survey. 

You may petition for an exemption to 14 CFR 21.191. You would also need to petition for an 
exemption to 14 CFR 91.319 because no person may operate an aircraft that has an 
experimental certificate for compensation or hire. Petition for exemptions can be submitted 
on-line at http://www.faa.gov/regulations policies/rulemaking/petition/. If you just want to sell 
your aircraft, you can do this with an experimental under market survey. In this case. you 
wouldn't need the two exemptions. 

Exemption under 14 CFR 21.191 and 14 CFR 91.319 are not easily granted. Please be advised 
that the application for an experimental certificate will require technical diagrams of your .,,.,.=11!,__ __ 
aircraft and radio control equipment. Commercial UAS operations require the operator to hold 



2 

a FAA pilot certificate with th~ appropriate ratings. The experimental certificate application 
process is spelled out in FAA Order 8130.34B (www.faa.gov/go/uas - go to the regulations & 
policies link). 

3. Recreational hobbyists. This group is comprised of those individuals who use UAS 
only for recreational enjoyment in accordance with FAA Advisory Circular 91-57. This 
generally applies to operations away from airports, persons, and buildings, below 400 feet 
above ground level, and within visual line of sight. 

These requirements are necessary because most of the UAS currently available are not 
manufactured and maintained to the standards of manned aircraft. Similarly, most operators 
wishing to fly UASs are not trained, certifie4, or know the rules of the air to ensure the safety 
of others both in the air and on the ground. 

More information regarding UAS use can be found at the FAA Unmanned Aircraft Program 
Office's website http://www.faa.gov(about/initiatives/uas/ 

.Based on your university website, you are currently operating a UAS without proper 
authorization. Operations of this kind may be in violation of the Federal Aviation Regulations 
and result in legal enforcement action. The options available are 1) to cease operations, or 2) 
to make application for the proper authorization so that the FAA can be assured of the safety of 
your operation. The instructions for making appliqation can be found at 
https://ioeaaa.faa.g~v/oeaaa/Portal.do. 

F Qr questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

~incerely, 

Christopher L. Grotewohl 
Aviation Safety Inspector 
U AS Specialist · 
NextGen Branch, A:CE-220 . 
816-329-3273 

CLG/kll/G:\220ALL\General Correspondence\COA Memos\2013\University of MO.doc 07/10/2013 
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University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
College of Journalism and Mass Communications 
Anderson Hall 
200 Centennial Mall North 
Lincoln, NE 68588-0443 

To whom this may concern: 

http://joumalism.unl.edu/drone-journalism-lab was bro~t to our attention from the 
Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) specialist for the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
Central Region based in Kansas City, Missouri. The Wliversity website features your use of a '=nA=:ra=--

UAS for journalism educational purposes. 

The FAA has taken steps to ensure the public safety regarding all UAS operations. These 
initial steps take a "do no harm" approach to preserve the world's safest air transportation 
system. Currently, the FAA authorizes UAS operations by three means. 

I. Certificate of Authorization (COA). This authorization allows public entities, i.e., 
federal, state, and municipal government related organizations, to self-certify their aircraft. 
The FAA reviews the operation to ensure it is in the public interest, safe, and does not 
significantly impact the safety of other air traffic or persons on the ground. To issue a COA 
normally takes about 60 business days. 

-
2. Experimental Certification. For civil operators, ·the FAA can issue an experimental 
aircraft certificate in accordance with Code ofFederal Regulations (CFR) Part 21.191. CFR 
21.191 addresses special airworthiness certificates in the experimental category. Experimental 
certificates are issued to UAS only for the purposes of research and development, crew 
training and market survey. "'""=m,----

You may petition for an exemption to 14 CFR 21.191. You would also need to petition for an OUTING SYMBOL 

exemption to 14 CFR 91.319 because no person may operate an aircraft that has an 
experimental certificate for compensation or hire. Petition for exemptions can be submitted !O 

on-line at http://www.faa.gov/regulations policies/rulemaking/petition/. If you just want to sell 
your aircraft, you can do this with an experimental under market survey. In this case, you '===----

wouldn't need the two exemptions. 

Exemption under 14 CFR 21.191and14 CFR 91.319 are not easily granted. Please be advised "'==.---
that the application for an experimental certificate will require technical diagrams of your 
aircraft and radio control equipment. Commercial UAS operations requjre the operator to hold 1:<=.----

ATE 
a FAA pilot certificate with the appropriate ratings. The experimental certificate application 
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process. is spelled out in FAA Order 8130.34B (www.faa.gov/go/uas - go to the regulations & 
policies link) .. 

3. Recreational hobbyists. This group is comprised ·of those Individuals who use UAS 
only for .recreational enjoyment in accordance with FAA Advisory Circular 91-57. This 
generally applies to operations away from airports, persons, and buildings, below 400 feet 
above ground level, and. withiii visual line of sight · 

These requirements are necessary because most of the UAS cWTently available are not 
manufactured and maintained to the standards of manned aircraft. Similarly, most operators 
wishing to fly UASs are not trained, certified, or kn.ow the rules of the air to ensure the safety 
of other8 both in the air and on the ground. 

More information regarding UAS use can be found at the FAA Unmanned Aircraft Program 
Office's website http://www.faa.gov/aboutlinitiatives/uas/. 

Based on your university website, you are currently operating a UAS without proper 
authorization. Operations of this kind may be. in viqlation of th~ Federal Aviation Regulations 
and result in legal enforcement action. The options are 1) to cease operations, or 2) to make 
application for the proper authori?;ation so that the FAA can be assured of the safety of your 
operation. The instructions for making application can be found at 
https://ioeaaa.faa.gov/oeaaa/Portal.do. 

For question8, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Christopher L. Grotewobl 
Aviation Safety Inspector 
UAS Specialist 
NextGen Branch, ACE-220 
816-329-3273 

CLG/kll/G:\220ALL\General Correspondence\COA Memos\2013\University of NE.doc 07 /10/2013 



aerial photography 
Christopher Grote~ohl to: wollwerth 
ACE-220, Nextgen Branch 
Bee: James Bostrom 

Mr. Wollwerth, 

07/02/2013 08:52 AM 

In response to your inquh:y in the use of a RC helicopter for aerial photography. 

As an FAA Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) Inspector,J want to share the three possible ways 
of operating the UA. 

1. Certificate of Authorization (COA). This authoriz.ation allows public entities, i.e., 
federal, state, and municipal government related organimtions, to self--certify their aircraft. The 
FAA reviews the operation to ensure it is in· the public interest, safe, and does not significantly 
impact the safety of other air traffic or persons on the ground. To issue a COA normally takes 
about 60 business days. 
Commercial operations including aerial photography for hire are not allowed. 

2. Experimental .Certification. For civil operators, the FAA can issue an experimental 
aircraft certificate in accordance with Code of Federal Regulatioos (CFR) Part21.191. CFR 
21.191 addresses special airworthiness certificates in the experimental category. Experimental 
certificates are is~ued to UAS only for the purposes of research and development, crew training 
and market survey. . 
Commercial operations including aerial photography or for hire are not allowed. 

3. Recreational hobbyists. This group is comprised of those individuals who use UAS only 
for recreational enjoyment in accordance with FAA Advisory Circular 9~ -57. This generally 
applies tO operations away from airports, persons, and buildings, below 400 feet above ground 
level, and within visual line of sight Commercial operations including aerial photography 
for hire are not allowed. 

· Based on.yotlt' email, you are operating a UAS fur commercial use without proper authorization.. 
Operations of this kind may be in violation of the Federal Aviation Regulations/Policy and could 
result in legal enforcement action. The options available to you are 1) to cease operations, or 2) 
to make application for the proper authorization so that the FAA can be assured of the safety of 
your operation. / 
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