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NATIONAL RECONNAISSANCE OFFICE 
14675 Lee Road 

Chantilly, VA 20151-1715 

REF: FOIA Case F-2020-00117 
Request ID: 154901 Confirmation ID: 154376 

5 April 2021 

This is in re s ponse to your request dated and received in the 
National Reconna i ssance Office (NRO) on 26 August 2020. Pursuant to 
the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), you requested, "A copy of 
records , reports and documents that discuss the DoD photographic and 
o t her experiments on the Gemini V (i. e . Gemini 5) mission ( launched 
Augus t 21, 1 965 ) that involved photography of the earth with high 
resolution cameras." 

One document is being released to you in part and seventeen 
documents are being released to you in full. 

Material withheld from release is denied pursuant to FOIA 
exemption: 

(b) (3), which is the basis for withholding information exempt 
from disclosure by statute. The relevant withholding statute is 
10 U.S.C. § 424, which provides (except as required by the 
President or for information provided to Congress), that no 
provision of law shall be con strued to require the disclosure of 
the organization or any function of the NRO; the number of 
persons employed by or assigned or detailed to the NRO; or the 
name or official title, occupational series, grade, or salary of 
any such person. 

You have the right to appeal this determination to the NRO 
Appellate Authority, 14675 Lee Road, Chantilly, VA 20151-1715, within 
90 days of the above date. You may also submit an appeal 
electronically through the National FOIA Por tal at www.foia.gov or via 
email to FOIA@nro.mil . Pleas e include an explanation of the reason(s) 
for your appeal as part of your submission. The FOIA also provides 
that you may seek dispute resolution for any adve rse determination 
through the NRO FOIA Public Liaison and/or through the Office of 
Government Information Services (OGIS). P l ease refer to the OGIS 
public web page at www.ogis.archive.gov for additional information. 



If you have any questions, please call the Requester Service 
Center at (703) 745-0600 and reference case number F-2020-00117. 

Enclosures: 
1.) C05132506 
2.) C05132507 
3.) C05132508 
4.) C05132509 
5.) C05132510 
6.) C05132511 
7.) C05132512 
8.) C05132513 
9.) C05132514 
10.) C05132515 
11.) C05132516 
12.) C05132517 
13.) C05132518 
14.) C05132519 
15.) C05132520 
16.) C05132521 
1 7.) C05132522 
18.) C05132523 

Sincerely, 

d~ct.~ 
Anita Casamento 
FOIA Public Liaison 
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FACTORS RELATING TO REVIEW OF GEMlNI-VQUESTAR 
PHOTOGRAPHY ------------

PHOTOGRAPHY .AVAILABLE: 

Tl1e photography taken by the Astronauts with the Zems Questar ca.mera 
falls in two categories: 

(a) DOD - Two rol.ls of black and white and one roll of color for experiments 
D-1, D-2, and D.;.;.6, 

(b) Six rolls of color taken as general photography for NASA.. 

QUALITY: 
h~ . . .· 

(:a) The camera conibination lJ.Sed • the potential of producing photography 
with ground resolution as good as 10 feeL The bla~k and white photography 
will, of course, have a higher resolution than the color. · 

(b) In general, in photography with a ground resolution of the order of 60 
feet or better, there could he significant i:nteUigence pqtential. The sensitivity 
of s.uch photography i:equlres decision on an individual basis (from letter from 
Dr. McMillan to Dr.. Seamans) ;t,,!111..ek.:L,. 

LOCATION: 

The release of photography or the announcement that photography was talttm 
over .denied or sensitive territories could he·embarrassing to the United States. 
Particular areas involved include the Sino.;Sovi.et land mas$J French areais or 
possessions, Indonesia, Egypt, Israel, and Sino--Indianborder. 

Pl.JBLIC RE LEA SE: 

(a} The fact that DOD photography was taken on Gemini .. V is known. Various 
articlei:, ha.ve appeared in the paper speculating on this matter. 

(b) It is also known that a camera with the Questar long focal length lens was 
aboard. Simple calculations will reveal the possibility o£ producing photography 
as good .as 10 feet. · 

DISPOSITION: 

As of now, after the review this afternoon, this photography is· scheduled for 
return by the DoD to NAS.A Houston for bonded storage. 

Approved for Release: 2021/04/05 C05132507 
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SUMMARY OF DOD GEMINI:.. V PlfOTOGRAPHY 

A. Magazine 9 - Black and white, EK3400 
All images unde.r exposed, apparently of moon; not printable 

B. Magazine 10 - Black and white, EK3401 
L, Fernan.do d.e Horonha, Braz:il (airport) 
2. Rocas Isla,nd, Brazil 
3. Col M~ss (from log) unknown 
4 .. USS Champlain . 
5. White Sands mi~sile r~ge 
6. Mombasa, Kenya (airport) 
7. Las Palma.s, Canary Islands (airport) 
8. C}lpe l{ennedy t Nasa Indus.trial Area 
9 •. Bergstrom .AFB (airport) 
IO. IIolloman AFB (airport & resolution target) 
11. Missile in flight a.n¢i possible con.trail · 
12. Dallas area 

· a. Dallas NA$ (airpprt) 
b. Da.lfas ,NAS airport & Mountain Creek 

Power Plant· ( oblique) 
c.. Love I<'ield 
d. City area. 

13 • .Alpha Cenbmri (unidentified) 
14. Moon 

Total 

C. Magazine 11 - Color, Ektachrome IR, 8443 
1. Venus. 
2. Moon 
3. Coa..c.itline, unidentified; possibly SE Coast 

of .Africa or Lake Shiriva. in.Africa 
Nyasa land 

4. t'ampieo, M'.ex:tco 
5. Beaufort S. Carolina area 

a. Par:ris ~land airport 
b. Beaufort MCAS 
c. HHton He.ad Airfield 
d.: Beaufort County .Airfield 

Total 
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4 fra:mes 
4 frames 
1 frame 
6 frames 
7 frames. 
5 frames 
4 frames 
3fr~mes 
5 frames 
8.frames 
6 frames 
4 frames 

l frame 
4 frames 

62'.ftam~s 

4 frames 
4 fr~mes 
l frame 

1 frame 
6 frames 

16 frames 
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16 Septett1ber 1965 

MEMOR ... 4.NDUM FOR RECORD 

SUBJECT: GEMINI Flight 5 Photography (DOD Experime11ts 
D-1~ D-2 and D.;.6) 

M:r. Sylvester. ASD(PA) called Dr. McMillan with regard to 
the handling of subject photography. Mr. Sylvester indicated that 
he needed rather quickly a briefing on the background in order that 
he might prepare. a short statementfor Mr. McNamara to have 
available at a pre.ss conference schedul~d for 1430 hours, at which 
the subject of the handl:i.:ng of the DOD photography was sure to be 
raised. 

Qeperal Stewart and Major Yost me:t at 1125 to prepare a back
ground paper which outlined in some detail: 

1. The three DOD exp$rim,ents with objectives. 

2. trhe a:ssocia:ted c,amera equipment used. 

3. The type and amount of film exposed. 

4. The 1 September .review of the .product. 

5. The subsequent review of selected frarnes by State. 

6. The number and identification of those frames cleared 
for release. 

7. The rationale underlying DOD i:iCtion. 

At 1145, Genex:-al Stewart and Major Yost presented this back
ground material to Dr. lVJ;cMillan. Dr. MclVIillan ·stated that he felt 
Mr. McNamara's po$ition in this ma.tter should be one of stating, if 
asked-, that a nu:rnbe.r 9f photo.graphs. were tal;cen in connection with 
the DOD experiments .. that severalhad 1;1.lready been. cleared for 
1·elease, that the remaind~r were phot_ographs of military :i.n.stalla
Hons and would hot he released. 

Approved for Release: 2021/03/10 C05132508 
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Dr. McMillan called Mr. Sylvester indicatiilg' that he had a 
background state,m,ent on which a position could be based and asked 
if they could meet at once to discuss the matter. 

Dr. l\1cMillan, General Stewart and Major Yost proceed~d to 
Mr. Sylvester •s office to :meet with him, Mr .• Goulding and ,Mr. Split 

Dr. McM:illan presented the background statement.. Mr. Sylve1 
considered the information adequa~e to prepare a short statement for 
Mr. McNamara. A detailed discusE>ion of events to date ensued from 
w11ich several points on which to base the DOD position were derived: 

1. On Experiment D-<J., 12 ·usable fr~rn,e.s (4 Bf W, 6 color/IR) 
were obtained. All have been clea.tedfor release. 

2. On Experiment D-6, 64 usable frames (56 BfW, 8. color) 
were obtained. Of these, 12 ( 4 Bf W., 8 color/IR) have been 
c1eared for release$ 2 .{BfW) have actually been released. 
The. r.emaiilder consisted of: 

a. 3.9 frames of U. R military installations (33 BfW, 
6 color /IR). 

b. 19 franres of foreign te:rritory (17 BtW, 2 co.lor/4 IJ 

c. · 1 fr rune of U.S. civilian installation (Love Fiekt, 
Dallas). Note: It was decided that this one shoUl< 
be cle~red for release. Major Yost was instructe 
to arr.ange availability of glossy prints for SAFOI. 

3. No photographs were taken of f orei:gn m:llitary installations 

4. Mr. Sylvester indic~ted that the statemer1t for .Mr. McNarn 
would reflect selected item& of this; information. and would, 
in. effect~ state that neither the photographs of u. S. n:tlllta1 
installations and equipment, nor the photographs of foi"'e:i,gn 
territory would be released. It would further be pointed ot 
that all other photographs had been cleared for release. 

Approved for Release: 2021/03/10 C051325~8 
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POD EXPERIMENT D-1 AN:P D-6 PHOTOGRAPHY 

Black and White 

Frames Exposed: 

Frames Usable: 

Experiment D-1: 

Moon 4 

Experiment D-6: 

U. $. Miiitary 

Dallas NA$ 2 
l\rlinutem.an .Msl in Flt 1 
IVI.issed lvHssile 4 
Possible Contrail 1 
Holloman AFB 8 
Be:rgstrom AFB 5 
White Sands MR 7 
USS Lake Champlain ~· 

and Destroyer 

Y., s. Civilian 

Dailas Metropolitan 1 
Love Fld, Dallas 1 
Cape Kennedy (NASA 3 

Facility) 

Foreign 

Las Palmas, G.. I. · 4 
(Airfield) 

Mombasa, Kenya 5 
(Airfield) 

Rocas Is. Brazil 4 
Fernando de Noronha Is 4 

Brazil (Airfield). 

Upidentif1.ed 1 
· Approved for Release: 2021/03/10 C05132508 
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71 
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Colo.r (IR Filter) 

Frames Exposed: 

Frames Use able: 

Experhnent D-1; 

Moon 

Venus 

Experiment D-8· 

.U. S. Military 

4 

4 

Comple>r. N. E. of 6 
SavannaJ.::i., Ga. 
(Parris Is, Beaufort 
MCAS~ etc.} 

Foreigp 

Tampico, Mexico 1 
Blantyre, Malawi l 
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Fran1es Cleared for Release: 

Blac.k and White --------· 
Da~las Metropolita.n 1 
Cape Kennedy (NASA Facility) 3 
Moon 4 
Love Field, Dallas l 

Color/IR 

Moo:n 

Venus 

F;rar.ne s Actually Released,: 

:Slack and White 

4 

4 

Dallas Metropolitan 1 
Cape Kennedy (N"ASA Facility} 1 

Approved for Release: 2021/03/10 C05132508 
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DEPARTMEN'T' OF' THE AIR f'OR(;;E 
WASHINGTON 

Memorandum for the. Record 

Subject: Gemini-V Photography 

3 September 1965 

Major Yost called from Houston today · and indicated that the 
debriefing on Sunday would involve a number of people n.ot 
properly cleared for the D-1 - D-6 photography. He su,ggested 
U1at if a few frames could be .identified for discussion at the· de .. , 
briefing, it would be possible to handle the balance of the material 
in a private, more restricted .meeting with the .Astronauts. 

1::jt,4,~;)'''l;tl; ~r 't}<"'..·.•l'it;.J .. , .. t\. ·l . 
. ~wll;J, these frames would be the same ones tentatively 

identified for possible release. 

Since we were working on the release problem with General 
Stewart, I discussed this problem with him and with his concurrence 
phoned the list of the following frames to Major Yost for his use in 
the Sunday debriefing: 

Black and White.: 

A. Dallas area .... city only 
B. Gape Industrial Area 
C. Moon 
D. Alpha Centuria 

Color IR: 
A. Moon 
B. Venus 

l frame 
3 .frames 
4 frames 
1 frame 

4 frames 
4 frames 

David L. Carter 
Colonel, USAF 
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DEPAr.tTMl!t.NT OF THE AJJ:I FORCE 
WASHINGTON 

3 September 1965 

Memor.andum for the- Record 

Subject: Gemini-V Photography 

I approved a. request this d~te from Colonel Sweet for release of 
duplicate positives of the NA SA Anscoch:rome D-50 photography now 
at NPIC to him, Colonel Sweet stated that this photography was needed 
to properly consider requests for release ol Such photography from 
the Manned Space Center to Headquarters NASA. (In accordance with 
a,greements reached on l September, copies of this photography had 
been delivered on 2 September to Mr. Gammon in NASA by Major Yost.} 

Colonel Sweet passed on the informal comment that he understood 
the qoostion of release of such photography had gotten up to Wbite 
House level -- McGeorge Bundy. 

David L. Carter 
Colonel, USAF 
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(h~o·j~·~d H:uJes for .Eaw::Uing Photoaraphic :Products 
_,_,_. __ ,..._"f..,_.u1,,.,,.._._..,..._,.,,...,.._,...,........_~.•,.,,._,_,..:.~lofl-1"~•• ,~.........._,:,, __ ...,_,,._.,11,,rn::,,,".Q,,..._,,,,..;l. .... _,t....~-"!"~'---

fro m GT~5 1::0D Experiments D-1 a.'1d :D-•6 
-""·' .... ""'""""'~;;.<,<~ • • •• • """'l ...... ,,.-,.......-.. --.--.. W!·"-'' t ~j, • ..-.,.-~...:-:: .. 

Oi'iginal ~1.agative-s, J~111ei"' 11e-gati\'tLS 1 

d:,:;?;,':.c,c:.te positives, prints ar:.d .all 
othe:::- phcto2Ta1)hic products ex~>sed 

!" - + .. t"'""' 

i,m.ci.er. DOD e:xpe::d.ments D-1 and D .. 6 
bt, GEiVD:N"II,'llght _5 

}:Pact N1.s.t photogx'a~hic p:i:.·oduds of 
DOD expe.rimersis D-1 and D-6 or 
GEMl:(: Flight 5 are. clas-sitied. 

Stai~us of (Jl" .details .:,p. 11~~oe;edui"e-s for 
proeessing, review, c,.:"'ld eval:uation of 
phot.ogra:~hic ·products of DOD ~xp~;ri-
.ments D-1 &.:1d D-S 01:. GEMYI~i Flight 5. 
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oi~iginal negativ,es, in;ner nt:6 .... __ . -~; 

duplicate pos:i.ttves, prints and all 
other p..ilotog1.·a;phic products exposed 
u-:.1der DOD experiments D -'l and b-6 
OTJ. GE!v.Li ... "~,H Flight 5 

.Fact that photographic ptoducts of 
DOD experil11ents- D-1 and D-6 or 
GEMii\1 Flight 5 are classified. 

Status of o-:i::-' .. cletails on procecz:ui·es :for 
p.:"Ocessil:lg, .review~ ar.td ~valuation of 
phote~-raphic products of DOD experi
::tn1::nts D-1 and D-6 on. GE1VilN.t F·!ight 5. 
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····\--·:••·•··•·· 
20 August 1965 

MEMORANDUM It'OR LT COLONEL QUIGGINS 

SUBJECT: GT-5 Photographic Product 

Dr • .McMillan and Dr. George Mueller have had several conver
satir.>:na regarding the proper handling of the Gtr-5 pbotq.graphic product. 
Key points are these: · 

1. Not all the p::roduct should be diverted to Washington. Certain 
experiments -- like day airglow -..., have a very small amount of horizon 
photography whi.ch .should really be done in Houston. FU.rthermore, the 
70 mm film is not very dangerous; it too may go to Houston. After a 
close look at ail planned 11ta.ket u it is agreed Y!!il.2~ tlte. Qu~staf .~ 
sh.oulg }?~ diverte"g .t.Q Washingt9..~ .and then only if the misa.fon ia normal. 
If tb.e mi.seion is a:bnorrna.l (ver;y short) all film will go to Houston. 

2. We will call Captain H. Koauma, 1:n Colonel McKee's Houston 
office, to acquire proces.eing dat:a for NPIC use. We want hitn to 
provide us With a pre-flight ubistoryr~ of the film so there's no question 
i:low it was handle.cl 'and processing da.ta so there's no question how it 
..!!1ll be handled. 'J'h,e Que•star 0 film 0 se.ems to he several films taken 
with several lenses. For example, it will probably have an IR section. 

3. We will need ·someone to go over the astronaut's Log to help 
us identify what Questar film was taken when and whe.r,e and how. 

4. The Ha:sselblatt film from S-5 and S-6 will show terr.am and 
weather in color. · This film will go to Houstoo. Some one mµst help 
~-- Lt Colonel Bill Coleman review this film. 

I would like you to takf3 the following actions: 

1. Visit Sw.eet immediately and confirm what he and you pla.n to 
do. 

2. .Advise -him of the propo.Sed Kosuma contact and a.sk him ii he 
considers it OK for you to proceed. Set up the processing data - either 
in writing or by personal representation of the NASA/Houston process -
mg laboratory at NPIC. 
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3. Advise NPIC what to expect, when-, how much, and what 
technical fuforma.tion or assistance to expect. 

4. When you get to this stage·, prepare a shox~t memora,ndum 
outlining exactly What is going to .happen, as far as you a:re concerned, 
.and pla~e one copy in Sweetts hands. (This fireproofing is essentiall) 

5.. Call Colone.1 Coleman at this point and reconfirm the plan. 
Give him your home telephone nu.mbel". 

6. Prepare to go to Houston - once the film hits Florida - to 

a. Get astronaut Log information~ 

b. Help review the Hasselblatt 11take. I[ 

7. Get Major Yost completely ctieeked out so he can serve in 
your absence, in case you ar.e .aide-1ng SA FUS. 

I think you will get the impression that this. whole question is 
delilcate and important. Tha.tts •right! 

:;-: 
1! ~ 

'1.-: .. r:. 
P AUS:::'!/,.,, WOR THMAN 
Colonel,. US.AF 

2 
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MEM().R.ANDUM FOR TSE RECORD 31 August 1965 

SUBJECT: NASA Gendni (GT-5) Photography 

On 30 August 1965 1 Maj or Francis L. Lisciot ti from 
this office, in the ca:pacity of adv:isor to Colonel 
William Coleman, the 000· public· affairs. representatiVt! 
at the NASA Manned Space ll'light Center, Houston, Texas, 
made .a pal;'tial rev.iew o.f GT-5 photography taken with 
a 70 MM Hasselb1ad camera. Necessary facilities for 
measuring ground resolutional values were not ~va.ilable 
but a cursory evaluation did not indicate any of the 
photogx-aphy viewed (which was duplicated photography) 
was finer ~han 100 ft of ground resolution. 

Colonel Coleman suggested to officials at the MSF 
Center that all photography of foreign t.er:ri torie.s be 
withhe1d from public release until the matter cou:ld be 
reviewed by h:!gber authorities. A tota1 of six photQ.,. 
graphs were initially approved for pubiic 1·elea.se; · 
three of which wer,;; actlU:\-lly.releaeed to tlle pz<ess 
during Major Li.sciotti 1 s vis:it to the center. The 
areas involved in the six photographs are as follows: 

1~ Los Angeles - San Diegc> col;\stline .ar1.!~ 
2. West Coast of Florida - Tampa area 
3. Morrocaa coa,.;tline showing unusual cloud 

pattern (vortex) 
4. East coast of Florida - showing Cape 

Kennedy 
5, Reefs in the Bahama. Islands 
6. California ... the Sal tonsea Imperial Valley 

Other photography viewe<l by Major Lisciotti but n.ot 
released included tb.e Nile Valley area,. Cuba, and 
the Tibetan Plateau. 

On the morning of 31 August :;t.$65 I telephoned Mr. 
Floyd Sweet of. NASA and a(l.v;t~ed him that a. part:ial, 
some:wh;at 1::a1:t'.;19ry .review of the NASA -Hi,i,sselb1ad pboto
g;r.J1pby by Major Li.sciotti had eonf.i1'1iled the earlier 
op:i,:nion exp:re~sed by Dr. McMillan to Admiral Bo(;lne and 
Mr .• Hilburn of NASA, that from th.e standpoint of ground 
resolutional value, · public release of th.is phot.ograpby 
would represent no security problem to the program 
managed by this office. 

Cy 2 (SS-5). deatro.yed 

L~·:. ~K~::,: :~~ 
./ . : ., ..... .,2,,. ... 

. .J.-:r: .. ~'tf.FL 
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I ful;'ther advised, by way o:f ·;µi o"f':fiqial suggestion, 
that it might be. prudent i,f al:t such photography of 
for~tgn t~-rritories. were cleared with t.he Department 
o:f State on a country ..... by-country basis prior to public 
release, particularly any photography of the Sino-Soviet 
Bloc 1 Cuba, France or French Territories, Egypt 1 Is.rael, 
Indonesia,. Sino-Ind:l~ border .or Tibet. · 

Mr_, Sweet advised tha:t he would discuss the suggestion 
with appropriate NASA officials. 

Approved for Release: 2021/04/05 C05132515 

..,,< 
·L, 



C05132516 
·' 

Approved for Release: 2021/04/05 C05132516 

5 September 196 5 

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 

SUBJECT; Photography frOhi DOD Experiments Oll 

GEMJNI Flight 5 

The. at.tache!=l is a chronology of my actions .relative 
to the handling of subject photography. · 

The chronology covers the per;iod 29 August 1965 
through 4 September 1965. 

Included are several additional comments on the 
Houston trip. 

William 
Major, 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
WASHINGTON 

3 Septei.nber 1965 

~rEMOR&.WUM FOR GENERAL LeBAILLY 

SUBJECT: Handling of DoD GEMINI V Photography 

1. Re£erence is made to our discussion on 2 September. 

2. I will deliver several negatives to your offic.e t;his 
afternoon which are releasable. t:o the. press if nece13sary. 
I emphasize that latt.e:r point for two reasons: 

a. It is national policy to ,avoid military 
implic;:.ations of anyki.nd ;in NASA programs; 

b. NASA will release some color photographs of 
general interest (cloud. patterns, terrain features) .taken 
wit:h the same c·amera,. This undoubtedly wili be ident~fied 
as uNASA f:i.Jm' 1 rather than a part of the DoD exp~riments. 

3 .. If necessary to release arty of the DoD film, i.t 
should .be done from Rous ton with minimum fanfare.. ln this 
regard, it would appear desi~able to·, release any· prints 
along ,nth NASA photography taken witjh the same camera .. 

j 

4~ Your spokesman at Rous:ton shpuld clearly understand 
that: ! 

'· 

a., DoD publicity with regard t.o these experime11ts 
is not desired; 

b. The film fr.om DoD experiments n ... 1 and D-6 has 
been classified.~. 

) ... ·. 

c ~ .The fact that the film has been classified is 
also classified; 

I 
,,,,_ l.,.r- ,,... .. ,,, .. , 

l ,,,,. ,. •• b:.:!to .st.t 
,-·..:, .. _ "i J';,~-t l).0 ; ............ -...... -----A•·-·~ -- .. 
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d. Any information with regard to the film having 
been processed and evaluated in Washington is classified. 

5. .The above is· not intended. tq replac!= the normal 
procedures fq11owed by SAFOI in releasing photography. 
Rather, tny comments S'Ulnmal;'ize specia,l considerati.ons which 
have been imposed on this particular activity. 

1 
.,, 

( 

~

,':7. ✓.,.-·· "<;;--. - . 

\, 7 'I 
. / . ---... ,✓ l})t,l/CR-✓ 
/ J a.mes T. Stewart 

f / Beigadier General, USAF 
L,... Director:, Offi.ce of Space 

Systems 

2 

( J, 
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9 August 1965 

18 August 196 5 

Backgrop.nd 

Processing and :B,eview of GEMINI-5 Photo,e:aphy 

Letter - Dr. McMillan to Dr. Seamans (Tab l). 

1.. Iterat~d coueern regarding tte possible compromise 
of the NRP by inadve:i:•tent o.:i;- uncontrolled disclosure 
,of photography acquired by non-NRP prow,~ms. 

2. Notect both the pt.oblems associated with security 
compr9mise and the possible advers.e effect such a 
disclosure would have on our political re.l1;ttionships 
wJth other nations. 

3. Considered it mutually advanta,geou.s to set up pro
cedures. for reviewing all GEMINI-5 photography 
prior to public release. 

4. Q~estioned appropriateness of present delegations. 
of authori~y to the MSC (NASA) and to the OSD Public 
Affairs .Representative (POD) for qecisions relative 
to propriety of public relea~e of photography. 

5. Proposed the transfer of responsibility for proces$
fng, o:rientntion, and inte:t•pretation of future GEMINI 
or similar phote>graphy fro~. the MSC. to the NPIC. 

6. Proposed joint review: (McMillan-Seamans) in con
junction with the Director, NPIC tp determin~ appro
priateness for r.elease of proc.essed film. 

l\[eino - Dr •. Seamans to NASA As,sociate Administrator for 
Manned Space Flight (Tab 2). 

1. Relate,d. POD policy 1ev~1 decjsion to assume respon':
sibility for procer:,sing photography from DOD experi
ments D-'-1, 2 and 6. 

MANr;I_I:: Vli\ 
BYEMAI\~·TALEf'1T-i:7't::::.:-i.E 
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18 Augu:st 1965 
(Contin-q.ed} 

13, 17-18 
Augµst 1965 

2 4 August 1965 

H.IU\IDI.E VI.?', 
BYEMJI.N~T/:J_1~" ,.,, 

!:::ONTl"/C '· r ·:,· ·. . 

2. Advised of arrangements for pi<;:kup (aboard recovery 
carrier) and i;le1ivery to DOD of 35mm cassettes from 
the Zeiss can'.)era.. 

3. Noted continuation of normal arrangements. for delivery 
of photographic equipment ~d i'ilm from non,..DOD 
experin1ents t.o Houston. 

4. Rel.ated DOD assurance that proces.sed photos would 
be delivered to Houston well in advance of the scbeduled 
Rf 1 debriefing. 

Conversations between Dr. McMillan arid Dr. George Mueller,. 
Dr. Hilbu:rn and Adm Boon~. 

Key points: 

1. Not.!lll the p;rodqct to be diverted to Washington. 

2. O:nly Questar film to be diverted to Washington~ 

3. IIasselblad.(70mm)film .fronr NASA experilnents 
S-5.and S-6 w1ll show terrain and weat,her in color 
and will be processed· in Houston. DOD will furnish 
assist.ance to OSD(PA) representative .in review of 
the film. 

Letter - General Stewart to Dfrector, NPIC. ·r;J>.-.3; 

1. Noted potential security and/or· i-UXHiliclal problems 
a,s concerns puplic release of GEMINI photography. 

2. Noted particular concern over photography to be 
accomplished with a 35mm Zeiss Conta~ex/Quesiar 
l~ns comb ina.tion. 

3. In interest of control pending review to determine both 
sec1,1rity and political impUcation$ Q! release •. requested 
1'.,-PIC to assume re~ponsibility for processing of Qu~s.ta.r 
lens photography exposed cin GT-51 

t8P SESR(t 
2 
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l-'tf,J'!t~,-t.~~:· \)1 J 

fJ~EMi\N--JAt ... L: :tr 
;~<\fi:ft!ii(:(>t. f:y:.:_; 

4. Requested Directot·., NPIC assist~1ce in review 
of phot<rgrapby by Dr. McMillan and Dr. Seamans. 
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1·1/Aooociato 1,,{!t:d.ni.otr.ator for ?1:Jnned ~p$co Flisht 

Polley level perGcrmel with.in tiOD have dq:cido.d tbot ~bey should 31lGmno 
the rcspQnsibility :for the proccooint; of tt10 D•l/2/6 cx.pe1:iments. 

· Colonel S~1eot is· e!'mectcd to be l'J°bOQZd tha c;G~rior :;it tba time of 
x:ecovcn .. -y and the 35' u-;11. ccaspttc.~ from tha Zoioo C1'ilnara wili be t:urrte.d 
over co him Qnd ho will t.-tl';o rco?,>onoibility :for 3aou;-inn th3t tbcso · 
'-'Ire c'.!oliverad· .to thil .C;>l,'.)t:-O?riata p~oi>lo ul.tbin ~D. All the photo
gr~hic equipment abo.srd GT•5 plus t:11e film fro-;:a tl.o con-DOD e,:pod
m:mta are to bn retumad to Uou;;ton in tha norm~l manner • 

. DOD MG asourod uo tbQt the rn:ocasnod pho·-to.a i-1ill be dclivcn:ad to 
· Uoust::on wall in advJ1:nco of the photogr ... phic dcbdoi: ins ecbedulod .for 
R + 7 dOY!i>: 

In the went that Colonal Sweet 1G not. oboi.n:d t.b.a caz:rier ot che tim.0 
of i::ecovo:ry, or if re?covei:-y is m.::.de Dt imotbc-i: loc'1t:1on, the film from 

• ~he DOD c:i:::i>o:t:bento is to be· tcken to llou.aton Gnd opecial inotmc«;ion~ 
Yil~ .bo given tq you rolc_tive t:o itc handling. .. · 

' . , . . . . 

POD r.iill notify thi;ll elcpcrioianto:r, C.3pt3in u. 'tcozu::na.~ .USAV (APSCO) ~ 
th:roush thei:r c~n:.1®l& of these pl.tine. 

Origir,nl S:igned by 
. Robert G. $r;am:ins, ,·Jr.,:. 

r:.ohc:rt c. See:....sns, Jr:. 

cc: '"W/Ad"Jl. BoOt).i:l 

. Dr. M~Mill an <--·-·:_-..-:L.J:. · .. 

G~ou:._. 1: 
~:'i-~.itL:ct :.---:rc.:.;:1 .~u.-~~pn.'.:·/:,1$c 

. . ,,.. ..... . • ,..... __ ... t~ --~-
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

ATTENTION: Brigadier General Stews.rt 

SUBJEC'l': Review of Gemini 5 Photography 'by NPIC • 

1. The purpose of this memorandum is to 1:n.unma.1·1,ze the r~~ults of 
the sub;ject pr.ojecto 

~\. Imagery d.erived f'rom photogr~phic experimen·ts 10,; lJ~, ~nd 12 
was revi.ewed by :tfPIC. Several potentially senElitive areas both foreign 
and domes:t±.c were imaged. A s.tmima.ry l.ifrting of those areas covered by 
the three experiments is included as Ehc:Loeure 1. 

3. As indicate.d in Enclosure l not .all areas :photographed coul.d be 
aqcurately located. The primary factors i_nvolved in this problem were 
as follows: 

a. Laclc of' a photo numbering system. 
b. Failure to log photographs a.ccurately to include the foll.owing: 

(1) FailurE! o.f log to correlate with film sequence. 
(2) Lack.. of' specific t~rget area ident:f,f;lcation, i.e~, 

coordinates or other lodation data. 

4. Reconmiendations: In order to :preclude the problems indica:t;ed 
· above in future experiments, the f'ollowing recommendations a.re submitted. 

a. Dev:l.1;;e a photo numbering system -which ~utomatically numbers 
each f'raine and ie visible on the camera as well. 

1,. Require speci fie target location de.ta be logged to incJ.ude 
coordinates, direc-tion fr1;1m_ vehicle, and depressiQil. angle, where 

_/ possible. , 

c. Clear.J.¥ :l.dent:.tf;.r all film. packs and camera baok.s and ·require 
fil.Jn chane;es to be logged. 

5. Analysis of tlj.oae areas whi.ch remain unidentif'ied indicates that 
most call probably be identifi.ed through .pilot debriefing and s1,1bsequent 
mission data correls.tion,. 

ltli[II mll llll Ill l~II I IIII IIHIIIIII II 
SE8HEJ 

--~~-·--·------"·-·--···-·--. 
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.$'OBJECT: Review of Gemini 5 Photography- by I\'I'IC 
• 

~=••=•.,••..,.;..._"•_.,,,,.::,..;.;••n , 

\ 
\,,_ 

~L~ 
~OBERT M~ WBITEif;OON 

Co1onel, USA ·· · 
Assistant for Photographic AnaJ.Tais., NPIC 

Enclosures: J. 
1. Listing of Areas covered on GT-5 

Disi;ribution : 
· ih & 2 !"" Addressee (DNRO) 

3 - PAG/:NPIC 
4 - Asat/Ops/J!(PI.C 

.. S£.8t\EF 
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Enclosure 1 - Listing of A:reas Covered on GT-5 , 
Fn.otograph1c E:q,erimente 1.0, ll., & 12 

l, Ex:pe:r1ment 10 (Pl.us X ilro-3401 !'"' ::S & W) 
Those photographs of' military areas which reveal. ihformation of 
1ntelligenceve1ue are:indic~ted bye.rt as:terisk~ 

l .. 4 
.5 
6 
7 

8 - 9 

10 
ll..,. 13 

14 
15 

16 - 23 
21i. - gS 
29 - 31 
32 ... .35 
36 - 41 
42 - 48 
49, 51..,. 54 

50 
- 55 

56 - 59 
6o .. 63 

The moon 
Blank 

Area 

Dallas Metropoli'lian Ar.ea, Texas 
Lo"\e Pield, Dallas, Texas 

*Dal.l.l:ts Naval Air Station and Mo.untain 
•Creek Powe,r Plant 

Mi:SBile in 'Flight, 
Sky Ar.ea 
Possible coµtrail 
Sky~s~~ttered clouds 

*Holla.man AFB, New Mexico 
*Bergstrom AF.B,. •rexa,~ 

NASA I:ndustri!3,l Area, Cape Kennedy, Fla. 
Las Palma?: Airfield, Canary Is1.a.nds 
Mombasl). Air:('::l.eld, Kenya Africa. 
White Sands Area; New Mexico (unconfirmed) 
Aircraft Carrier Lake ... Champlaip. and 

escort vesse.l. 
Bl.ailk 
tJnident;lfi~d Ar.ea 
Rocas Island, (B:razi1) 
F.ernando de Noronha: AirfieJ.d Bl1d Island, 

(Brazil) 

&E9REf 
HANDLE. VIA 

BYEMAN;.:TALENT ~KEY.HOLE 
CON;i"AOL SYSTEMS JOINTLY 
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2. Experilllant 11: (E.K. Infrared J.i'il.m 8443) 

l> 

, 
A., Tbe :four a.reaa i:ma,ged on this fil.m inciMe: 

l. 
2. 
3. 

4. 

The moon 
Venus 
An uuidentif:f.ed partially c2oud-covered e.ree..:possibly al.ong 

cp.a.a:t oi' so:uthee.s~ Africa or shoreline o:f Lake Shirwa near 
l¼lantry:e, Malawi. 

Complex no:rtheast ot' Savannah., Georgia, including Parris Island 
Airfiel.d., Be,ufbrt Ma:r.ine Corps Air Sta.t:ton, Hilton H'.ead Air
field, and the area of Beu:tort County Airfield., However, no 
facilities are discernible· at the 1.e.tter l.ocat:ton. Intel ... 
1igeJ;,1.ce :tn:formation can be d.erivecl !)'om' thes~ images both 
w1 th :regarq to the insteJ.la tions covered and the sensor 
( camera and film) capability. 

3. Experiment 12 (2 rolls color film) 

Those photos reyeaJ.ing identifial:>le cu1t\l.ral features f:rqm which 
ge1:;1.eral intelligence, in:forma.t;ton can be derived w;ere loca.tedand are 
indicated qy an asterisk. 
The potentially sensitive photos of' China (indicated in log on da.y 5 
hour 060000) -were_ not identi:fled. However, several photos are listed 
_af:I possible China images iu the . following listings. 

Roll/F;re.me N:o. Area 

Possibl;y China 
u/I River · 

.,.... .... ...--·· 

A ... 1 .. - 6 
7, 
8 Blank. . ' ..... ~ ....... ~-..... 

"',", __ :"""•-~-<M ... ,-.. ••• 

9 
10 .. 11 

12 
J.3 
J.4 
15 

· ' 16 - 17 
18 

l.9 

20 
2l 

22 

23 

24 "!' 26 
f!:( 
.28 

29 -31 

U/I Land in.ass 
U/J.. Sphere 
Poor QuaJ...ity 
u/I Island or Peninsula 
.Pos~i.1:>_le wrine · iC!;! ( log l~ep0rt) 
U/I Isla.pd or Peninsula 
ri/I Arid tand mass · 

*A1exandria, Egypt m;-ea and up~er Nile 
(Ro.zetta.. & Danµ.ette Branch) 

*Kaf'r Ed ile. war (.lb ntlles SE of' Ale:icandria) 
Egypt · 

*Pc;irt Sa.id & upper Suez canal., Egt;pt. 
*Dead Sea ( south end), Isreal, Jordar.Jan 

Border; Sal:t extraction 
Per.sia.n ':;-uJ.:r •~oaste.J. area, Saudi Arabia 

( 27 l:;;.:-'- 4-9 l5E). . 
*Doha Air li eld & town, Dawh,a,t, .. A.1-0atat-.i -., ·····-

Sa ud;i .Arab::. i1<. • . . - - • ·-· ,_ - ·. - . ---·-

U/I areas 
Cloud covered 
Water & scattered clouds 
U/I coas"tal. 1and lil"ea 

SE8ftT 
1 •i·\/·~~·L. .. _ VJ/\ 

SYEMAN.-TALENT~Kt:YHOLE 
CONTROL SYSTEMS JOiNTLY, 
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... 

ONTROL! S¥STEM~ JOINTLY 

Roll/Frame No. 
, 

32 
33 ~ 34 

35 
36 ... 38 

39 
40 M 41 
4:2 .. 43, 
44 - 45 

46 
47 
48 

49 - 51 
52 

53 ... 55 

B-l 
2 

3 - 5 
6 

7 
8 .. 9 

16 - 21 
22 - 25 

26 
27 

28 - 5.2 
53 

Area ·-
Sniall storm 
Sky, Target undetermined 
u/t lahd mass 
Weather 
No 1.nlage 
u/t .~iver ' 
Ha~:e. & clouds 
Ivo image 
Scattered clouds 
Ukiep Atoll, Em.ejiwa.n, Marshall Islands 

*PattokeWest Pakist!;in (3lN 74E') 

TJ/I .mountainous region probably Ti.bet 
coastal view u/r land mass . · 
U/I mountainous :reg:ion l):t'Obably ·T:tbet 

No inulge 
*Pqla.u~Pulau Alor Island,. Indonesia. · (Flores. Sea.) 
u/r Island or · coastal area · 

*River and road network, villages possibly• 
Ch~tna or South America. · 

u/I coastal ~rea 
Ti/I areas in, aca.ttered cloud~ 
u/r ari<I mount13,ino.us area$ probably Middle Ee.st 
u/r Coral. Islands .... __ . .., ______ _ 
Poor quality, scattered cl:ouds 
Iio image 
Mountains and lakes of Great Himalqan Range 
U/I Island . 

SE8DEI 
HANDLE VIA · 

BYEMAN~TALENT-KEYHOLE 
CONTftOL SYSTEMS JOINTLY 
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23 September 1965 

MEMORANDUM FO,R RECORD 

SUB-JECT: Review of·GEMINI 5 Photography 

.At the request of Mr. Nesbitt (Outer Space Affairs, Office of 
International Scientific and Technological Affairs, State Department) 
Colo11el Worthman and I visited State on 15 September 1965 to meet 
with Ambassador Thom.pson to discuss State's position on the 
releasability ofthe photographs of fore.ign territory exposed under 
DOD Experiment D-6, GEMINI Flight 5 . 

.Also in attendance: 

Mr. L. Meeker 

Mr. Nesbitt 

Mr. Halsted 

State Department representative 
to Legal Subcommittee, UN 
Committee on Peaceftd Uses 
of Outer Space 

Outer 'Space :.Affairs. State 
Dapartment · 

Intelligence & Research, State 
Department · 

Following a very brief discussion of geographical location, 
content, anci quality; Ambassador Thompson asked. if ,any like. photo ... 
graphic expe:r:bnents were planned for GEMINI 6 and 7,in a follow-on 
$~nse. We advised that no photographic experiments of a D-6 nature 
w.ere planned., 

Ambassador Thomp$on indicated that he saw no re.asoi1 why the 
photographs in question Should be released in light of the infornia.tjon 
presented. Mr. Meeker concurred in this decision and indicatf}c:l he 
particularly saw no need for having available copies of these photo
graphs during the, sessions of the. Legal Subcommittee of the UN Outer 
Space Committee commencing in New York on 20 September. 

vi.✓ wn:iiam . . Yost 
Ma1or, .AF 
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Sunday 
29. August 
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1800 Colonel Coleman (Houston) c.alled to 11trigger 11 u:s on his 
need for an advisor in Houston as early as possible on 
Monday AlVI., 30 August. Coleman realized this was 
e,arlier than he hl:(l.d expe.cted but expfained that the 
J-Iasselbla.d 70mm film was being delivered to arr;i.ve in 
Houston at 2200 hours (local) and. that MSC would pr'ocess 
overnight for first lo.ok early Monday AM.. 

1815 Called Colonel Carter., who asked that !alert Maj Lisciotti 
for the trip and suggested ,'perhaps an approximate d,e
parture o~ Monday Al\1 from the office. Col oriel Carter 
also asked that I contact Colonel Coleman to i;letermine 
:whether or not a 1200 or early PM arrival would be 
acceptable. 

1830 Contacted Major Lisciotti to alert hitn for the trip. 

1840 Ca.111:id Colonel Coleman. He. expressed hi.s cor1cern about 
pressure far release at H01iston and urged us to. provide 
an advisor as early as possible Monday AM. Colonel 
Coleman co~sidered the .first few hours Monday AM as 
critical in terms of review a:nd possible influence on NASA 
officials. at Houston. Informed Colonel Coleman I would 
discuss tbe requirernent with" Colonel Carter. 

1855 Checked airline schedules. 

1910 Called Colonel Carter. Explained Colonel Coleman's .:need 
and furnished airline sche1;h.1le information. 

1915 Colonel Garter c;alled Major L.isciotti to schedule his 
departure for·Houston on EAL Flight.141 -- departing: 
Dulles at 0845; arriving Houston at 0940 local. Colonel 
Carter called me to advise of th~se arrangements. 

1930 Called Colonel Coleman to relate arrangements and request 
pickup for Lisciott:L Colonel Coleman indicated that, on 
the QU.estar fill;p, he had. arranged '£-39 transportation for 
Colonel Sweet from. Patrick (where he h?-d arrived from the 
USS Lake Champlain) to Ar1drews direct. He indicated 
further that the planned departure of this aircraft frotn 
Patrick would probabiy not be prior to 2030 local. 
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Sunday 2035 Called Andrews Op's, T-39 filed for U:TA Ancl,rews. at _2155. 
2.9 AUgµst 
(Continued) 

2140 Drove to .Anclrews. 

2,225 T-39 ar_rive.d. Colonel Sweet had Questar cassettes and 
filr,n backs~ Colqnel Sweet advised 'that photo copy of the 
Astronauts I Log was not available prior :to ru.s departure 
from. the carrier and suggested the possibility of inter
cepting a copy from the. take Champlain when it docked 
at lVi:ayport. 

2_245 Drove to Pentagon. 

2310 · Secured 11take 11 in 4C 1000. 

2315 Drove Colonel Sweet to McLean, Virginia. 

2400 .Returned home. 

Approved for Release: 2021/03/10 C05132522 



C05132522 

Monday 
30 August 
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0755 Met with Mr. Jack Davis, NPICJ in 4C .1000, preparatory 
to meeting with Houston people (Capt Kbzlit.na. Mr. Demel, 
Mr. Lurcott) and NRTSC r~presentative {Lt Cdr Norrington). 

0820 Called LtJrcott aside ,to caution him re di'v11lgii1g org;mi
zatfonal affiliatiQn of any participant he might recognize, 

0825-1020 Presented 11takell to Houston people. Convened meeting~ 
1.'echnical discussions on rewinding of film cassettes and 
proc?ssing of film took place between Mr. Davis a:g.d 
Houston. people~ The- Houston contingent furnished a num
ber of practice cassettes plus curves and dc;1.ta on peculi
ariUes which U1e.y had 11built into 11 the experitnEmts. Mr. 
Davis agreed to providing the following products: 

Film 

DOD Experiments 8443 
3400 
3401 

Type 

Ektachrom~ IR)· 
BtW 

Original Negative 
Inner Negative 

Astronaut 
Targets of Oppor

tunity 
(Nominal Advice} 

D-50 
D-50 
D-200 
D-200 
84.42 
8443 

B+W 

Ahseochrome 
Ans co.chrome 
AnscochI."ome 
Anscochrbme 
Ektachronie 
Ektachronie IR 

7 Duplicate Positives 
Paper Print 

Original Negative 
Inner Negative 
3 Positive Duplicates 
Paper Print 

During this meeting~ it was nec~ssary to explain.several 
times that. no assistance from:the Houston people was 
required or dl:¼sired in terms o.f processing; review or 
any other Washington area endeavor. 

The Houston people were advised that arrangexnents had 
been made and ~.e:;c~.ied for the return of the products 
to :aouston and that their- assistance in this activity would, 
also, ndt be required. 

I agreed to phone Lt Cdr Norrington on Tuesday A1VI to 
provicie an estimate as to when the produc:ts might be 
returned to Houston. 

The subject of Mr, Davis I affiliation was not broached 
during this meeting. 
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Monday 1100 CaHed Colonel Sweet to inquipe about i;he availability 
of the .Astronauts' Log. He indicated he had already 
contacted Mr. Schn~ider (NASA. Houston} on arrange
ments. 

30 August 
(Continued) 

12.00 M:r. Davis called to indicate that he could not find a 
source locally for 35mm. roll type positive duplicate 
sto.ck and suggested formating the dupes on high 
quality 8 x 10 stock. 

1210 Contacted Lt Cdr Norrington. Suggested the substi
tution whieh was· accepted by Demel and Lurcott. 

1220 Advised '.Mr, Davis to proceed. 

1300 Colonel Sweet called to report that he had arranged 
for a copy of the Log -to be £loWn to Washington tonight, 
Made arrangements to pickup th1;; Log at NASA liq 
(FOB #6) at 0.815 on Tuesday, 31 August. 

1400 Mr. Lurcott called to say that the l!Bureau" had called 
him to inquire as to whether the Navy would be repre
sented in the review of the GEMINI "take. n (How the 
Bure.au found ou'l that a review would take place is 
beyqnd m~ ! ) ! advised M:;r.. Lurcott that the review 
was, in -tact, a joint DOD-NASA rev.iew a..'rl.d that the 
Navy would ·certainly be represented by the DOD par
ticipant. Mr. Lurcott•s l!omrnent: OK, fine. I 11J tell 
the Bureau that it.1·s all set. 

H30 Co.lonel Sweet called to say that Dr. Seam~ns had just 
recei:ved a ca,lifrom Cooper ·and th~t. 11Gordo 11 had 
expressed concern over the. processing of 11his-NASA" 
film; that he l;i.ad used a number of l!trick settings" ancl 
that he would be 11.goddamned" unha}'.)py if somebody 
fouled up the processing.. Colonel Sweet advised that 

2 
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Monday 
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(Continued) 
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1430 Dr. Seama.J.'J.S was now concerned that we were process
ing NASA f:ilm in addition to that from the DOD eJCperi
ment;i. I confirmed that we. were proces$.ing -the 
so-called "Cooper-NASA 11 film which had been taken 
with the Questa.1" lens and recalled for Colonel Sweet 
the original Ivtc:Millan-Seaznans (9 Aug 65) agree.II1ent 
calling for .rul. the GEMINI "take u to be processed by 
N:'l?IG -- then a subseq:uent reconsideration by M.cMillan
Muellar (20 Aug 65) which specified that the Hasselblad 
7.0m.m Would be proce.ssed at Houston., bu't that all 
Questar "take II would be processed, interprete~d 
reviewed. here. I tried to assu:re Colonel Sweet that 
the NPIC pr:pcel:!sirig would. without Emy doubt, bee far 
aupe rior to that done anywnere else -- - and without 
reflecting .on the capabilit;ies of others ~- particularly 
by the MSC Lab at Houston~ l urged Colon.el Sweet to 
discuss this whole: arrangemeJJ.t again with Dr. Seamans 
in an attempt to assure him that the whol'e matter was 
being handled appropriately. He a~reed to do so. I 
agreed to· make another check with lVIr. :Davis on the 
•icooper trick ~etting 11 problem. 

1445 Called. Mr. Dav;i.s. Related the Cooper concern. Asked 
Mr. Davis what effect, if any, the ~ettings w.ould have 
an tbe processing -of the filni. Mr. Davis a_ssured me 
.that color :fi.lm could not be ha.nd--processed by anyone. 
anywhere. (State~of-the-art} Mr. Davis indicated 
fui,ther tha,t the o,ily use whic'.h could be made of 11trick 
settmg11 or other unique information was perhaps as an 
indicator that several frames of a particular roll 
were tiunder-- or over-exposed" in which case NPIC 
could process around the problem and preserve the 

3 
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Monday 1445 useflll p<>rtions of a particular roll. I advised Mr. Davis 
that I would be. picking up the Astro:na..uts Log at 0815 on 
'ruesday and that I would deliver it to NPIC for his 
possible use in p:r.oces·sing and to assist in the i~tifi-

30 August 
(Continued) 

cation of the ntake. 11 I, asked Mr. Davis for an e:stirnate 
as to when we could anticipate reviewing the products-. 
Mr. Davis iru:licated that he had, unfortunately, been 
forced to devote the entire afternoon toward resolving 
the discrepancies °Qetween the data pro'7idqd by the 
Houston people -- supposedly correlated with the· 
pra<!tice film also provided by the Houston people. 
Mr. Davis had run trial aft~r trial to qualify the datf): 
and had conclusiv.ely shown through the sensitometric 
runs that :much of the information (particula:rly on the 
thin.-bas.e B-t'W} provided by the Houston people was 
completely. nfalse. 11 At th~s particular Ume, he was 
busily engaged in calibrating his process to n1atch the 
11desireq curv~s,. 11 In light .of ·th.is unanticipated bU:rden, 
Mr. Davis e-stiinated that he would be ready for th.e 
review at 1030 hours on Wednesday, 1 September. I 
asked hi~ suggestions as to whe:r;-e we should pian to 
hold the meeting~ He suggested Building 213 as most 
practical :in termEJ of availability of equipment and the 
product. I informed him that 1 would arrange the 
att~ndance of our people and Dr. Seamans and asked 
him to ai·range the atte1,1dance of th~ Deputy Director, 
NPIC. Re agreed to do so. 

1510 Galled Colonel Sweet. Passed on. Mr. Davis' comments 
on the processing, assuring. him once again that the 
matter was in good hands. · Asked Colo~el Sweet to 
arrange for Dr, Sea.m.ans 1 attendance at the review ten
tatively scheduled for 1030 hows on Wednesday, 1 Sep
tem:'per. He agreed to do so. 
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Monday 1520 Adyised Colonel, Carter of the tentative schedule for 
review. Colonel Carte+ informeq me that we would 30 August 

(Contirmed) b~ rep:i.·esented by Dr. Flax or General Stewart or both 
assisted by Colonel Howard antj. possibly Colonel Carter 
himself. 

1545 Major Liscfotti called Mr, Mazza. l joined Mr, Mazza 
in th.e disc1,1ssion. Lisciotti indicated that 11they11 had 
reviewed the Hasselblad 11take II thus f a:r processed arid 
had: decided (he and Colonel Coleman) to recommend the 
re1eas e of 4 photos: 

1. San Diego-Los Angeles area 

2. Tampa, Florida. area 

3. Weather (hurricane eye) shot showing Moroccan 
Coast 

4. .Nile .River Valley 

:Mr. Mazza and I expressed immediate concern over the 
rel.ease pf the Nile River shot as perhaps. not advisab.le -
Major Lisciotti agreed to regroup on 'Ulat particij.lar one: 
Lisciotti iricHcated that, in the abf:lence of viewing equip
ment in 13:ouston, he had de.citied wi..th Coionel Coleman 
that he (Lisciotti) Should bring back any negatives or 
positives available for a more thorough review here. He 
indicated that NASA~ Houston had. a,lready agreed tp this 
and was in the process of ch,ecldng with its higher head
quarters at the time. 

A subsequent discussion of tri;i.s. call by Mr. Mazza and 
ColpJ;l'el Carter resulted in a conference call between 
Colonel Cart¢r, Mr, Mazz.a and Major Lisciottiin which 
Colonel Carter explicitiy insti~ucted Major Liacfotti to: 

1. Bring with him only those 'photos which were e~cess 
to ~A,SA's needs and which Would create no delay 
in NASA1 s activity at Houst.on. 
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Monday 
30 August 
(Continued) 
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154£ 2. Arra.ng~ specifically with Colonel Coleman as to 
what a:dvice he expected with regard to these photos 
.and as to how .this advice was. to be provided. 

1645 Cplonel Bar;gerj NPIG(Mr. Scheufele 1s. Deputy) called 
with regard to arrangements for the;review on Wednesday. 
Colonel Barger was under the .impression that he was to 
.sch~dule a Pi evaluation of the 11taken just as soon a:s 
Mr. Davis had completed the processing; prior to the 
revi.e.w. l inqicated that I would eheck this point with 
Colonel Carter. 

1705 After di,scussiµg Coloq.el Bargeris call with Colonel Carter, 
he suggested it might be advisable to have Colonel Barger 1s 
team perform this. evaluation in or·dei'. to facilitate the 
review by Dr. F'l~. General Stewart, Dr. Seama1;1~ et al. 
I called Colonel Barger to ac.cept his previous offer of the 
PI evaluation and asked tha,t Qe lin;tit the. evaluation to an 
indication of: 

1. Quality (in terms of resolution) 

2. Location of photo 

Cqlonel Barger i:q,q.icated he would arrange for the evalu
ation and tentatively estimat~d that this a~tivity could be 
run conou1•.rently with the proce.ssing and that he could 
probably complet~ the evaluation in time for the scheduled 
Wednesday, 1 September, 1030 hours review. Col Barger: 
will confirm this item on Tue·sday AM. 

1710 Captain I~och reported that he pad a visitor in the reception 
area -- a Captain ______ fr.om Op Nav who was q\l.ite 
concel!'ned about Navy representation .at a review of the 
GT-5 pho.togr-aphy. ·colonel Carter and I advised Captain 
Koch of the near-breach and the several other unfortunate 
events which had resulted from ~1r. Lurcott1s (obviQusly 
the instigator of this action on the part ·of Op Nav) meddling 
in affairs vvhich were clearly not his concern. 

Approved for Release: 2021/03/10 C05132522 



C05132522 
Approved for Release: 2021/03/10 C05132522 

Monday 1710 Captain Koch di$cuSsed the. matter with the Op Nav visitor 
and agreed to Colonel Carter's suggestion that he (Captain 
Koch) ~all Captain Matton {Commander, NR.TSC) to apprise 
him of the difficulties we have experienced with Mr. Lurcott. 

30. August. 
(Continued) 

7 
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Tuesday 
31 August 

0815 

0830 

1000 

1015 

1030 

1045 

lll5 

1145 

Arrived in Colonel Sweet's pffice, NASA Hq ·(FO:B #-6) 
to pick up Astronaut 1s Log to ass.ist in. identifying _shutter 
speeds apd I-settings -qsed in exposing 3'5mm color film. 

Rec.eived call fr.om Colonel Sweet (in Mr. Sdhneider's 
office - FOB #lOB), who indicated that M.r. Schneide1~ 
had not yet arrived. Colonel Sweet returned to his 
office. 

Called Colonel Garter to advise of delay. 

Colonel Sweet received a call from Mr. Pollldng 
(Mr. S.chne.ider 1~ offi~e). Pollldng sta:ted that he had 
commenced a review of the log. 

Met with .Mr. $chneider, .who ~sked Pollking to provide 
log e.xtracts to Colonel Sweet. Pollking uncertain, 
even on IyI.r. Schneide.r's advice. as to whether or not 
log extracts should be provided. Several minutes of 
disc.ussion ensued. I advised Colonel Sweet that my 
time• was running out. Colonel $\1!/eet -suc.ceeded fip9-lly 
in convincing Pollking that he represente_d Dr. Seamans 
and that the. log info was essential in car:rying out a 
task Dr. Seamans had asked be. accomplished. 

Began to scan three. very large rolls cif reproduced log. 

Called Colonel Carter to indicate delay in obtaining 
log extracts. 

Received note to c.all Mr. Davis immedia.t~ly. Called 
M:r. Davis, who excitedly reported that he .had 
processed the 4400 B+W in Magazine 9 and had gJ?tten 
a blank! ! Experienced a sUght faintness accompanied. 
by a b:def lass o:f ~peech. Mr. Davis indicat1;d tnat :he 
would not proceed further until I arrived at Building 213, 
I asked if he had gotten any image at all. He reported 
5 very light half-circle hnag,e-s .,..,.... and nothing more. i 
aq:vised Mr. Davis that I had just about -completed the 
scan of the log arid could in abou.t 15 m~nutes be on my 
way. 

1145 Galled Colonel Carter. Was advised he had departed 
for hom~; 
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31 August 
(Continued) 

1150 Proceeded to Dr. Seamans office with Colonel Sweet 
to obtain his authorization to use log extract~. Met 
with M:r. Hilburn. 

1200 Called Colonel Garter (at home). Apprised Colo'p.el 
Cartet- of Mr. Davis I call. Colonel Carter asked m:e. 
to call Ge.ne:i::·al Stewart and relate this incident . 

.1215 Called General Stewart. (Dr. Seamans arrived in 
Jvir, Hilbur.n 1s office: just as I called.) Related 
lVIr. Davis' call, Indiqated to General Stewart that 
I was about to discuss the log ex.trac:ts with Dr. Seamans 
and that I would apprise him of the processing diffic.ul
tie s ex:perienced by Mr. Davis. 

1225 Met with Dr. Se~mans and l\lir. Hilburn. Reviewed 
the situation. Dr. Seamans apprised me of Cooper's 
call anrl concern. Dr. Seamans indicated a real con.., 
cern over the NASA-MSC morale problem and advised 
that he had been urged by Dr. Gilruth to deliver the 
film to MSC. Houst6n for proc.essing. Dr. Seamans 
decided to hold the pro.cessing of the 11NASA" film 
until we had processed the remaining DOD film. At 
that time, he indicated he would decide whether or not 
to proceed. Dr. Seamans approved our use of the log: 
extracts. I agreed to check back with him just as soon 
as I had further information on the processing of the 
DOD·film. 

1300 Departe.d Dr. ~eamans office. Had message in Colonel 
Sweet's office ta call Mr. Da:v1s. 

130(5 Called 1\i(r. Davis, who repo1•ted that he had processed 
the roll of 8443 'EK IR fil:rn (Magazine 11) and had ob
tained 7 good pl:us seve.ra.1 possible images.. I indicated 
I was on my way to Building 213~ · · 

1310 Called General Stewart to relate the better news. He 
asked tba,t I advi$e Dr; Seamans immediately. 

2 
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31 August 
(Continued) 

1315 Interrupteq Dr. Seamans1 and Mr. Hilburn 1s lunch to 
relate the news on the IR film. Dr. Seamans was 
pleased with the in:formati.on and af,iked that I check 
back wUh him. 

1320 Departed NASA Hq for Building 213. 

1330 Arrived at NPIC. Discussed situation with Mr. Davis.. 
SUggested that half cirgl~ images on. B-tW might be 
moons. 

134S Called Colonel Carter to confer on processing. 
Colonel Carter decided to proceed ·wi1;h pr-ocepsjng 
of r.emaining roll of B+W (4401 - Magazine 10) .. 

1350 Advised lVfr. Davis to proceed. 

1415 Galled Colonel Carter to report thai the 4401 B+W 

1500 

had been processed arid that approximately 57 us~ble 
images. h~d. bee.n obtained. Informed Colonel Carter 
that I would review immediately with Mr. Davis the 
log extracts in an attempt to ascertain exposure data 
on the color film oefore calling D:r. Seamans with 
re.gard to processing. Reviewed the log (hurriedly) 
and extracted exposure data on cassettes 12A, B and 
C, Log indicated use of nominal exposures on 
c.assettes l2A and B but ra:ther wide pange off-settings 
and shµttet· speeds on 12C. No record of log etl,tr.ie.s 
on cass.ettes 12D, E and F'. Discv.ss.ed possibilities 
with Mr. Davis. Galled Colonel Sweet for possible 
.additional log data. 

Called Colonel Sweet then Mr. Hilburn. Advised 
Mr. Hilburn that we had obtained some 55 usable 
images on the '.8+W and .had reviewed the log for data · 
on the. color film. Advised Mr. Hilburn that indi
cations were normal on 12A and B arid that the exposure 
data on 12C revealed quite a range in both shutter speeds 
ap.d f-s.ett;i11gs. Requested Mr •. Hilburn1s autborill.ation 
to proceed. Mr. Hilburn authorized us to .proceed and 
S1J;ggested processing for ·nbulk.'' on l2C. 
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31 A,ugq.st 
(Continued) 

1515 Mr. Davis began processing the color film. 

1530 Left Mr. Dav.is I office to meet with. Colonel Barger. 
On way d,own the hall Mr, Davis called excitedly to 
report that his technicians had started the color film 
th.t'ough and had discoyered that it wa:3 2. 5 mil mylar 
·base which pr~sented difficulty in threading and that 
it was in exces,s of normal 36 exposure length. 
Turned out to be some 10 feet long - necel:lsitating 
a cut •. (Npt~} Thil3 information, i.e. j film ba.9e and 
extra length was not provided by Houston represen
tatives op 3 0 Augu$t. j 

i540 Me~ briefly with Colohel Barger to discuss arrange
ments for Wednesday meeting. 

1555 Called Colonel Sweet to rneet him outside FOB #6 for 
additional log data. 

1600 Met Colonel Sweet. Picked up Section 11 of log. 
(Noie:; Was duplicate of information already extracted. 
Provided no fu.rther infq:rmation on cassettes 12D, E 
andF. 

16.35 ATrived at Pentagon. Discussed Wednesday meeting 
arrangements. with Colonel Carter. 

1650 Called Mr. D;,tvis, who r'eported good images on 
Cassettes• l2i\ and B, ~ut only 2 images on 12C. 
(Note: Subsequent analysis of 12C revealed can1era 
:f;ilrn trans,p.ort maJfunction - res.ulting in film slipping 
off s.procket after exposure of frame 2 and sprocket 
scraping emulsion between two sprocket boles. Film 
had the.-rt apparen;tly bunched with all subsequent. ex
posures in 'one frame. Remainder unexposed. ) 

1700 Called Colonel Barger. Pelays incµrred necessitated 
rea:rrangemeut of :tneeting: time from 1030 to 1530 on 
vVednesday. Advised Colqnel CartE?r. 
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31 August 
(Conti,nued) 

1900- Reviewed log extracts. 
2330 

Res-u.lts: 

a. M~gazine 9 - 4400 B+W :- Entries for 
8 frames -- l thru 4 -- Moon; 5 thru 8 Alpha 
Centaur. 
(Note: TJ.+i1;1 explaineci half c:i.rcle images - - .moon. 
in quarter phase. Did not explain underexposure.) 

b. Magazine 10 - 4401 BtW - Entrie$ for 
61 frames. (Note: Initial review of original 
negative revealed appro,rima,tely 57 images.) 

c. Magazine 11 .;. EK IR - Exitries for 16 frames. 
(Subsequent review revealed all 16 bnages after log 
data provided information on 4 Moon and 4 Venus 
exposures.) 

d. Magazine. 12 - Casettes A. B and C 
Entries for approximately 60 frames each. 

Cassettes D, E and F. No entries. 

Wrote 11background me1~0
11 for Colonel Carter {for 

Wednesday meeting). 

5 
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Wednesday 0815 Delivered analysis of log extracts to NPIC. 
Based. on no log information on cassettes 12 D" !September 
E, and F, Mr. Davis decided to process normally. 
(Note: Processed film revealed no iµlages -- ii1-
dicating that cassettes· 12 D, E, and F wei·e not 
expoJ:;ed!) 

Met with Colo11~l Harger who indicated .that Mr. C~mp 
~md Captain Sands had asked th~t I review With th.em · 
the arrangements and attendance. for the scheduled 
meeting, Discussed the arrangements with Mr. Camp, 
Captain Sands, and Colonel Barger. 

Met with Mr. Davis and Major Lowery to discuss 
their participatioµ. Mr. Davis was to prepare a. 
discussion of the processing with Major Lowery 
discussing targetting and missJon take. 

1230 Returned to Pentagon. 
Met with Colonel Carter., Completed background memo~ 
Called Colonel Barger to .confirm final list o:f attendees 
(attached • .) Wrote introductory comments for meEting 
and reviewed them With Colon~! Carter~ 

1500 To NPIC for meeting. 

1530 Meeting delayed -- awaiting Dr. Seamans' arrival. 

1605 Meeting underway. 

Introdu,ction - Major Yost 
Processing - Mr. Davis 
Resohiti.on - Mr. Pearce 
'I'a.rgetting and Mission •rake - Major Lowery 

It was decided by the "principalsH that (a) the DoD 
portion of the photogr~phy woq.ld. he classified 
SECRET. 
(b) The ''NASA TJ film would be considered UNCLAS
Sll?IED (several frames to be futthex reviewed py 
Dr. Seamans and instructions onreleasibili.ty 
to be provided M~C, HoQ.ston by Dr. Seamans). 
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(c) General Stewart would accomplish li'l· further 
:review of th~ DoD portion to ascertain which 
frames could be declassified and released. 

(d) In interim 1 the DoD film would be delivered 
(by Major Yost) to MSC, Hou..~ton to Colonel McKee 
for analysis by experimentors and use in scheduled 
debriefing at a SECRET level and returned {by 
Major Yost) to Washington, immediately upon 
completion of the debriefing, 

(e} General Ritland would handle subsequent 
disposition of DoD fihn. 

A brief discussion of DoD experiments on future 
G~~ini flights was held. It was agreed that this 
subject would be discussed further. 

Dr. Seamans requested that we deUv~r the "NASA'' 
products tQ l\ASC, Houston. It was agreed that 
Major Yost would do so. 

Dr. Seamans suggested that a representative of 
NPIC visit the MSC, Houston to discuss process:ing, 
problems encou;ntered, etc. Mr. Camp named 
Mr. Davis and ·Major Lowery as the tn~ividuals 
to accomplish these discussions. Dr. Seamans 
further requested an "unclassified!' report on the 
processing. 

More detailed minutes. of this meeting are available 
in a Memorandum for Record, subject:· 11 Ziess 
Questar Photography Taken oil Gemmi-V Flight.'·' 

2 
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.ATTENDANCE -- BLDG 213 

DOD: 
Dr. Flax 
General Stewart 
General Ritland. -
Colonel Carter,- . 
Lt Colonel Howard 
Major Yo..,;;t (Recorder) 

NASA: 
Dr .. Seamans 
Dr. Hilliuru. 
Mr. Swe.ct -

STATE: 
Mr. tlalsted 
Mr. Nesbitt 

·. 

NPIC: 
Mr. Camp 
Others as required 
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0830-
1330 

1400--
1530 

A series of telephone conversations with Colonel 
Sweet re · · 
(a) Arrangements for delivery of NA SA products 
(co:nta.ct, pickup, storage, etc.) 
(b) Arrangements for visit. by 'Mr •. Davis and 
Major Lowery. 

Discussion with Colonel Carter re delivery, 
handling., use and,_return of DoD products. 

A series oi telephone conversations with Mt. Davis 
on availability of products. 

Colonel Sweet ~alled to indicate that he had discussed 
the subject of Mr. Davis' and Major Low.ery's visit 
to Houston and .tha.t. he sa,w no urgenc:y to the visit -
suggesting it be del~yed 11.ntil after the "noliday'' --
8 or 9 September. Colonel Sweet asked th~t I dis
cuss the visit with the MSC people -- to arrange 
time, place,. etc. I agreed to do so and called 
Mr. Davis to ask that he and Major Lowery postpone 
their p41,ns to accompany me and tentatively schedule 
their visit for about 8 or 9 September. I indicated 

. I would discuss arr a.ngemerits with the ~SC people. 

Called Mr. Davis to insur~ the avaH~bility of the. 
material for pickup at approximately 1600. 

Colopel Carter discu.':3sed arrangements fo:r delivery 
of the DoD products with Genel'al Ritlatid and called 
Colonel McKee to advise him of these arrangements. 

Co.lonel Sweet called to indicate that he had cleared 
my.visit with Dr. Gilruth an:d had made arrangements 
with Mr. Simpkinson for receipt of the NASA proc;lucts. 

Instructions: 

(1) Mr. Gammon, MSC Hou::;ton, will meet you at 
airport and provide transportation to MSC .. 

(2) Turn over NASA products to Mr. Gammon for 
sto;rage and or disposition. Receipt desirable .. 
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(Contiuued) 
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(3) Handle DOD products as SECRET n:iat.eria! and 
deliver to Colonel McKee at 08OO~ 3 September, 
Room 457, Building 2, MSC,. Houston. 

(4) Provide physical security for DOD products a.t 
all times (during analysis by experimentors, 'ij"se in 
debriefings .. delivery and return.} 

{5} Discuss with and provide to Colonel McKee a 
copy of prescri.bed ground rules for handling of DOD 
products. 

(6) Insure arrangefo.ents for security at any review 
Ql' debriefing of DOD products. 

(7) Discuss with Colon.el McKee any problems in 
handling reports of results (both initial and final). 

(8} . Steer .clear of the press~ Be prepared to respond 
appropriateiy, if confronted. 

i615 Departed Pentagon. 

163() Arrived NPIC. Inventoried and packaged material. 
Discussed sensitometric test sirips and data with 
Mr. Davis. 

1715 Departed NPIC for Friendship. 

1855 Departed Friendship. 

1940 Ar.rived Houston. Met by Mr. Gammon. 

20l5 Arrived MSC. Turned over NASA products to 
Mr. Gammon and Mr. H;oll.and, Chief~ "1.'echnical 
Laboratory Branch. Obtained temporary receipt 
Asked thatrecei.pt be addr:essed to Dr. Seamans 
fo-r my delivery. (Provided on 3- Sewtem.ber, copy 
attached. ) · 
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3 September 
Friday 

0800 

0900 

0920' 

0930 

1300 

Met with Colonel McKee., Lt Colonel Ballentine, 
and Captain Kozi~ma, Discussed ar.rangeLnents for 
analysis .and debriefings. Discussed and provided 
copies of prescribed ground rule$ (copy attached). 

Called Colonel Carter .re debriefing problem and 
reque.sted identifica,tion of items which could be dis
cussed in .. anticipated 1Juncontrolled11 debriefing, 

Lt Cdr Hilz advised Lt Colonel::Sallentine and me of 
further Navy concern. Called Colonel Cat·ter to 
suggest Washington contact with Navy Op 7.6 on 
scheduied visit of Cdr Reid. Indicated that Navy 
:fepre~ented on experiments a.t MSC by lVCr. Lurcott, 
Lt Marechal and Lt Cdr Hilz. 

Experimenters proceeded with analysis of film. 
(Captain Kozuma, Mr. Lu:tcott and Lt Marechal} 
(Note: Captain Kozuma confirmed that the IR film 
had been exposed by the 2 00mm, lens -- not the 
QUestar I.ens .• ) 

Colonel Carter called to advise of sel~cted subjects 
for use in Photography Debriefing scheduled for 
Sunday, 5 Septerrit>er. 

Selections: 1 Dallas (city) BfW 
3 Cape Kennedy BfW 
5 Celestials BtW 
8 Celestia.ls IR 

Color1el Garter also advised tha:t Admiral Taylo1·, ONI 
had been contacted re Navy conc~rn. had been apprised 
of arrangements and ha.d no objec:tiqris. 

Passe:ci on only tne information ·that Admiral Taylor 
had been contacted on the Navy request. 
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3 September 1400 
(Continued) 

Discussed selected subjects with Colonel McKee. 

1500 Mr. Gammon requested assistance in. identifying 
NASA photos. Assisted him: in arranging dupe 
positives in sequence of original negatives. No 
further -comment! (Note: Captaih Kozuma. accom
panied me. 1-te confirmed that all the NASA film .was 
taken with the 200mm lens -- not with the Questar 
lens.) 

153.0 Dr .. Gilrnth called me at the S.ame time Mr. Low 
(Dr. Gilruth's Deputy) called Colonel McKee, in 
the next office. Both were asking if Colone 1 McKee 
and I would DJ.ind showing the DOD film to Dr. Gilruth, 
Mr. Low and Gordon Cooper. W..e proceeded to the 
office where they had just reviewed the NASA film to 
review the; DOD products. 

1540 Reviewed Jilm with .Dr. Gilruth, Mr. Low, Mr. Schneider, 
Colonel McKee a1;1d Gordon Cooper. Co.lone! McKee 
related the status of the film .and the prescrib~d ground 
rules for its hand;ling. 

Dr. Gilruth was concerned that. the .film bad been 
classified and asked what DOD was going to do about 
releasing picture~. It was obvio:us that he was not 
the least bit sympathetic to the reasons fo.r -the control. 
but s:i,rn.ply concerned about the lipublic release ima.gett 
o;f MSG. ColoQ.el McKee and I commented only that a 
further review of the DOD film was bi process and that 
the possible release (and arrangements therefoi·) of a1ty 
phcitogra:phs would very shor:tly be discussed by the DOD 
with Dr. Seamans. 

It was also obvious that Dr. Gilruth had, by this time, 
been agitated by the die-:hard MSC photo processori;; 
to the poir1t where Pm sure no one could re~son with 
him, He was .extremely unhappy that the "NASA film'i 
had been diverted ·to Washington.. He. complained that 
whoever processed the film had completely fouied it up 

2 
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3 September 
(Continued) 

by cutting it and destroying several frames by 
extremely sloppy handling. He was further con
cerned that NASA Hq had agreed to this arrangement 
and had allowed the film. to be processed by incapable 
people a(ter his laboratory had readied themselve$ 
Jor the job ap.d were so mtich more capable of doin.g 
the work. I a.ss1.1nie his comments were addressed to 
me rather than to Colonel Mc.Kee. i had 110 comment. 
Gordon Cooper had no comments. except "look at that 
one l 11 and 11wow, lbok at this 0 and !lgee, that color 
(IR) is beautiful. 11 

Neither Mr •. Low nor Mr •. Schneider cqm,me11ted • 
. All were. attentive to Dr. Gilruth's staten'.lents. 
Colon.el McKee a<lvised Dr. Gilruth that while he 
had receiyed a 11go-ahe~d11 to discuss some 13 photos 
during the scheduled D-1, D-2, D-6 photo del:irief:i.ng 
on Sunday, it woul.d be necessary to arrange a private 
session with the astronauts to cover the retnaitider in 
detail. 

1645 Met with Colonel McKee~ Lt Colonel Ballent:i;ne. 
Captain Kdzuma, and Mr. Piland (MSC E:xperip.1.ents 
Manag~r). 

Colo.nel McKee exi'>lamed the p1~oblem of an imcon
trolled debriefing session on t..h.e DOD photography -
briefing Mr. Piland on the ground rules. After some 
discussiori ]\l[r. Piland agreed that he saw no reason 
why the .sessfon co:uld not be controlled and aµthorized 
Colonel McKee to arrange it iµ this manner. Colonel 
McKee al~o. discussed the scheduled \Vednesday, 
8 September technical debriefing and suggested that 
any technicf;ll aspects be handled in c:on3unctiori. vrith 
'the controlled photography debriefing -- elin:).ittating 
the requirement for discuss.ion nt experiments D.-,).j 
D-2 and D-:-6 .at the technical debri~!ing. Mr. Piland 
agreed. 
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3 September 1700 
(Continued} 

Colonel McKee recei.ve.d a call indicating that 
Mr. Simpkinson was quite upset after having 
learned that "al.1' 1 the film was not tµrned over 
to Mr! Gammon the night oeit>r.e. Colonel McKee 
a~ked Mr. Simpkinson in to meet with him and me. 
This gent was quite upset, wholly the resµlt of being 
completely misinformed. Qu,ieting his concern took 
quite sotne doing -- he left satisf:ted and apologetic. 

1715 Experimentors resumed the.ir analysis. 

1900 Secu;i.·ed the material. 

4 
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Saturday 0800 Experimentors continued their analysis. Mr. Dern.el., 
WPAFB arrived to joint them. Captain Koz'um~. 
briefed Demel on the procedures. 

4 September 

1100 Captain Koz-qma was advised that Photography Debrief
ing had been rescheduled for l:500 hours today to allow 
the astrona:uts a Sunday off. 

15;00 Debriefings behind schedule. 

1600 Debriefing commenced. 

Controlled Attendatl(:e; Colonel McKee 
Cooper 
Conra.i:l 
Shep~d 
Slayton. 
Experimenters: 

Capt Kozu:tna 
lV[r. Lurcott 
Lt lVI arechal 
Mr. Demel 
Capt Brentnal.l 
Mr. Brinkman (MSC 

Photo. Lab Chief) ; · 
Mr. McKee (Administrativer 

(Mr Piland's . ---------,-Repl'.'esentative) 

Complete frame-by-frame review an.d technicaj (photo~ 
graphic;.,) q1,1estion ancl answer session accomplished-for 
experiments P-1. D-2 and D-6. Technical discussion 
of experiment D-4/D-7 also accomplished. 

On arrangements for the Thursday {Rfll) press con
.f~rence, Gordon Cooper asked what they were to say 
or how they were to respond to the pr-ess. Colonel 
McKee in&icated: that he did not expect. to be a pt'in -
dpal -- f!uice they would probably follow the same 
general press cortf'erence procedures as on pa.st flights. 
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4 September 
(Continued) 

He ha.s not participate.d as a principal. Slayton then 
comm:ented that he had scheduled a 3.,-hour session 
on Thursday AM, preparatory to the press confer.etice 
and that both Cooper and Conr.ad wou1d be b:r·iefed on 
the:se aspects of the matter. 

Following the review Gordon Cooper mentioned to me 
that he had called Dr. Seamans earlier in the week 

' to express his concern about the handling of the NASA 
film. He stated that he was 11damned tinhappy11 with 
the ari~anget:nents and had he knewn .that Cofonel Sweet 
was picking up all the film, he would have had a fist 
fight on his bands aboard the carrier, because he 
0 damn sure wouldn't have taken the NASA film. 11 He 
stated further that this was supposed to be a Hnational 
progratn11aiid should be handled in that fashion. lfr. 
sta:ted that he w~s /:,peaking as a 11NASA ma.n. u He 
indicated that .tne~ would not hear the end ot: this. ti 

He ir1dicated that he intended pe,rsonilly to discus~ 
this mess with some very high leve'.L people and that 
he would start with General McConnell. He fadkaied 

. . ~ . 

that it was· a dainti Shanie what the processors had 
done to the film -- :ruining a roll am,i a. half -- cuiting 
it, liandl:tng it sloppily, not processing it correctly, 
and E,S a l,"~sult completely t;iestroying the color. He 
stated that the MSC Lab had been completely prepared 
to do a professionai job and that someone had talked 
NASA into a.llowi~1g the film to be processed by com
pletely .incapable people. .At this point he asked if 
,¥right-Pt:ltterson had processed the film. I stated 
that they had not. He didn1t press the question further. 
He commentecl further that th.e whole MSC was· upset 
about this 11mess•1i and that it would without a doubt 
result in a ~erious rift bet.ween the .Air Force and NASA. 
He did say Air Force.) 

18 3 0 · Debriefing completed. 

1900 Colonel McKee aske,d me to deliver several 11unclassi
fied11 paragraphs on the results of e~periments D-1, 
D-2, D-6, ancl D-4/D.-7 to Lt Colofiel Fry, MSFN for 
Gi:f1ier al Ftitland. 

19:!0 Se.cur~d i;:naterial. 
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DltflARTMENT OF THE MR F'ORCE 
WASHlNGTO"' ·•••••ffll.-•n••• 

2 September 1965 

J_\!emorandum for Record 

Subject: Ziess Questar Photography Taken on Gemini--V '.Flight 

l. In accordance with agreements between Pr. McMillan and Dr .. Sea
mans; all Ziess Questar photography from Gemini-V was diverted to 
Washington for processing by NPIC and review prior to any release or use 
in debriefing, analysis of results, etc. This photography consisted of: 

Magazi~e Film Experirr;tent Remarks 

9 Black & White n .. 1 Under-exposed -
Kodak 3400 Pan X Not printable 

10 Black & White D-6 62 im~~s 
Kodak 3401 plus 

11 Colo:r Ektachrome .D-6 16 images 
IR 8443 

12 Color Anscochrome NASA Good 
:i) ... 50 

Color Anscochrome NASA Good 
D-50 

Color Anscoch:rorn.~ NASA l exposure only -
D-300 Malfu.ncHon 

Color Anscochrom:e NAS.A Not exposed - No 
D-200 images 

Color Ektachrome NASA Not exposed - No 
Normal 8442 images 

Color Ektachrome NASA Not exposed ... No 
IR 8443 images 
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2. The review group convened at NPIC on l September at 1530. A 
list of those attending is attached., (Tab l} The following paragraphs. 
summarlze the information presented at this review and the conclusious 
reached~ 

3. The processing was a most difficult and tedious task due to lac:k of 
inf6rmation. .Exposures varied from 1/25 at f 9. (l to l/500 at f 16 in black 
ancl wh-,i,te and color and the correllation to the Astronaut's fog was most 
difficult. 

4. NPIC evaluation provided the following best estimates of resolution= 

Black and white* 
IR 
Color 

Approximately 40 feet 
Approximately 50-60 feet 
~t\pproximately 60 feet 

* A 20--foot bar {resolution 40') was resolved al Holloman 
Air Forc:e Base. 

A sum}llary of the usable DQD photography is attached. (Tab 2) 

5. Discussion on release resulted in following conclusions which were 
concurred in by the principals from ea~h organization present: 

{a) Classify the D-1 .and D~ 6 e11;perii:nent photography as SECRET. 
T.he ground rules subsequently defined for handling this material are 
att:aehed. (Tab 3) · 

(b) Gene.ral Stewart, SAFSS, review D-1 and D-6 photography to 
determine which frames could be declassified and released. 

(cJ Criteria for release of D-1 and D-6 fUm; 

(1) . Public interest; (2) NQ intelligence significance; (3) No 
classified UnitEld States military information; ( 4) Small political iI:npa,ct. 
S~iect IR photography to mix wi.th the. black and white and with NAS.A 
c.olor photography. 

{d) Magazine 12 (six rolls of color - NA SA) would be returned to 
N.A.S.A, J.\,1SC a11d eons.idered unclassifieci. Dr. Sea.mans and Department 
of State will review for release of certain frames. by E~bassiei:; in conce1•t 
with U11ited States as appropriate. 
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(e) Representative of $.A FSS to carry all film to Houston on 
2 September 1965. H:e is to deliver NASA film in accordance with 
instructions from Colonel Sweet of NASA. He is to mainti:dn control of 
DoO film throughout debriefing schedule:, and return DoD film to SA FSS 
for further disposition. 

(f) Certain D-1 and D-6 (classified) fra.mes will be provided to 
Dep~rtment of State for study and possible use in the diplomatie arena. 

(g) It is probable that no furthElr Questar (or equivalent resolution) 
photography is reqUired. 

(h) It was noted that. D-6 (B&W) photography has a. .relation to 
other satellite photography which. is currently undergoing :reView for 
sanitization and declassification. 

6. Dr. Jenne noted a possible future problem, if such photography 
is continuedJ in relating this photography to'the duly constituted · 
responsibilities of the DCI. 

POSTCRIPT: 7 September 1965 

0; ~- ( .... \1 . . ~· 
j~~ . . • \,.~~--

David L. Carter 
Colonel, USAF 

As a result of Ma.j.or Yost's trip to Ilouston on 3 September, it was learned 
that only magazines 9 and lO were taken with the Questar len;s; the balance 
was exposeQ. with a, 200 mm lens on the Zi.e:ss camera~ 

DLC 
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In light of the possibility that a portion of the photography exposed 

on GEMINI Flight 5 mazy- contain intelligence infor1na.tion, Dr. McMill~ 

early last month agreed with Dr. Seamans to procedures which wo-u.ld 

divert the Questar film to the Washington area for processing here at 

NPlC and review and 9vaht;:i.tion at this meeting. 

Three gro-u,ps of film were exposed during the lrlight of GEMIN.!-5. 

The first group was 70 film exposed by .a Hasselblad camera. This film 

has beendelivered to MSC, Houston and is being processed and reviewed 

ther.e. 

The second group was 35 mrn ;film exposed by a Zeiss Contarex 

reflex cam.era with a Questar 1270 mm lens. This f'ilm was delivered 

to Washington and has been processed by NPIC. 

This group of.film represents that exposed under three DOD .experi-

m.ents. 
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.,,,.,.,._ r: ·-··· 

D~.l To determine man's ability to track, acquire and photograph 

objects in space. 

D-2 To test man's proficiency in obtaining high :i::-eaolution photo

graphs of an orbiting object while maneuvering, 

0-6 To investigate technical problems associated with man1s ability 

to acquire, track and photograph terre_sfrial objects. 

Also delivered to Washington was the third group of 6 cassettes 

-exposed by the same Zei$B camera under the area of 11GEMINI-5 Gena-al 

Photography .. ' 1 This film has also b-een processed by NPIC • 

.. As. of now, arrangements call for the return by DOD of these 

products upon <:lompletion of this review and evaluation to NASA bonded 

sto.rage at MSC. Houston.. 

Jack. Davis will now discuss the processing. He will be foliowed 

by Mr. Pearce, who will discuss resolution and Major :Lowery, who will 

discuss tar getting and mission take. 

Mr. Davis 
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