
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Description of document: Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) records 
provided to Chairman Darrell Issa, House Oversight and 
Government Reform Committee, concerning the 
administration of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 
2011 

 
Requested: 10-December-2011 
 
Released date: 22-December-2011 
 
Posted date: 12-March-2012 
 
Source of document: FDIC 

Legal Division 
FOIA/PA Group 
550 17th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20429  
Fax: 703-562-2797 
FDIC's Electronic Request Form 

 
Note: This is one of several files on the same subject for various 

agencies available on governmentattic.org.   See: 
http://www.governmentattic.org/5docs/chairmanIssa.htm 

 
 
 
 
The governmentattic.org web site (“the site”) is noncommercial and free to the public.  The site and materials 
made available on the site, such as this file, are for reference only.  The governmentattic.org web site and its 
principals have made every effort to make this information as complete and as accurate as possible, however, 
there may be mistakes and omissions, both typographical and in content.  The governmentattic.org web site and 
its principals shall have neither liability nor responsibility to any person or entity with respect to any loss or 
damage caused, or alleged to have been caused, directly or indirectly, by the information provided on the 
governmentattic.org web site or in this file.  The public records published on the site were obtained from 
government agencies using proper legal channels.  Each document is identified as to the source.  Any concerns 
about the contents of the site should be directed to the agency originating the document in question.  
GovernmentAttic.org is not responsible for the contents of documents published on the website. 

http://www.fdic.gov/about/freedom/efoia.html
http://www.governmentattic.org/5docs/chairmanIssa.htm


FDit 
Federal Deoosit Insurance Corooration 
550 17th Street NW, Washington, D.C. 20429-9990 

December 22, 2011 

FDIC FOIA Log Number 12-0202 

This will respond to your Freedom of Information Act ("FOIA") request. 

Legal Division 

Enclosed please find copies of the records in a CD-R (diskette) located by the FDIC (consisting 
of a total of916 pages) which are responsive to your request. However, certain information in 
these records has been redacted pursuant to the following FOIA Exemption(s): 

(b)(2): Exemption 2 of the FOIA protects information that is "related solely to the internal 
personnel rules and practices of an agency." 5 U.S.C § 552 (b)(2); 
(b)(4): Exemption 4 of the FOIA protects "trade secrets and commercial or financial information 
[that is] obtained from a person and privileged or confidential." 5 U.S.C § 552 (b)(4); 
(b)(5): Exemption 5 ofthe FOIA protects "inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters 
which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with the 
agency." 5 U.S.C § 552 (b)(5); and (b)(6): Exemption 6 of the FOIA protects information about 
individuals in "personnel and medical files and similar files" when the disclosure of such 
information "would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy." 
5 u.s.c § 552 (b)(6). 

Should you consider the redaction of information in the records provided to you to be a denial of your 
request, you may appeal the denial to the FDIC's General Counsel within 30 business days following 
receipt of this letter. If you decide to appeal, please submit your appeal in writing to the Legal 
Division, FOIA/Privacy Act Group, at the above address. Please refer to the FDIC log number and 
include any additional information that you would like the General Counsel to consider. 

This completes the processing of your request. 

Enclosure 



DARRELL E. ISSA, CALIFORNIA 

CHAIRMAN 
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ONE HUNDRED TWELFTH CONGRESS 

ELIJAH E, CUMMINGS, MARYLAND 

RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 

<tongre£i£i of tbe 'm:niteb ~tate£j 
T!}ouse of l\eprts'cntattbe5' 

COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM 
2157 RAvsuRN HousE OFFicE BuiLDING 

Hugo A. Zia 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6143 

Maforitv 1202) 225-5074 
Mfnorf1y (202) 226.-5051 

January 25, 2011 

Supervisory Counsel, Room VS-D8122 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
550 17th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20429 

Dear Mr. Zia: 

The Freedom of Information Act ("FOIA") is one of the most important tools for 
government transparency and accountability. In their mission to find waste, fraud, and 
abuse, the oversight and investigative committees of Congress, including the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform ("Committee"), are often assisted by tips, 
complaints, and briefings from media organizations, watchdog groups, and concerned 
citizens. These private-sector actors are often the firstto become aware of federal 
inefficiency or malfeasance. FOIA allows them to scrutinize the activities of federal 
agencies. Without FOIA, they could not hold the government accountable, nor could 
they provide crucial assistance to Congressional oversight. President Obama recognized 
the importance ofFOIA when he made it the subject of an executive memorandum on his 
second day in office. 1 

The Committee, as the principal oversight committee in the House of 
Representatives with broad oversight jurisdiction as set forth in House Rule X, is very 
interested in ensuring that all federal agencies respond in a timely, substantive, and non­
discriminatory manner to requests for information under FOIA. To enable the 
Committee to understand the impact of recent changes to FOIA procedures and to 
evaluate agencies' compliance with FOIA, please provide the following information, 
records, and explanations by February 15, 2011 at 5:00pm. 

1. Provide your agency's FOIA log(s) for the five years preceding the date of this 
letter, in Microsoft Excel or a similar format that allows sorting by column or infonnation 
category,: including at least the following information: (a) the name of the requestor; (b) 
the date of the request; (c) a brief description of the documents or records sought by the 
request; (d) any tracking number assigned to the request by your agency pursuant to 
Section 7 ofthe OPEN Government Act of20072

; (e) the date the request was closed, if it 

1 The White House, Memorandum for the Heads of Executive Departments and Agencies, Jan. 21,2009, 
available at http://www.whitehouse.gov/the press office/FreedomoflnfonnationAct/ ("[T]he Freedom of 
Information Act, which encourages accountability through transparency, is the most prominent expression 
of a profound national commitment to ensuring an open Government"). 
2 Pub. L. No. 110-175. 



Hugo A. Zia 
January 24, 2011 
Page2 

Page 2 

is not still outstanding; (f) whether any records were provided in response to the request; 
and (g) any additional identification number or code assigned to the request by your 
agency for internal use. 

2. On each log provided in response to Request No. 1, identifY each FOIA request 
to your agency that was submitted more than 45 days prior to the date of this letter and to 
which your agency has not yet issued a complete and final response. 

3. For each FOIA request identified in response to Request No.2, provide all 
communications between your agency and the requestor. 

4. Identify any federal judicial action in which your agency, within the five years 
preceding the date of this letter, has been ordered by the court to pay any attorneys' fees 
or other litigation costs incurred by a FOIA requestor under 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)( 4)(E) or 
under any similar law or regulation. 

5. For each federal action identified in response to Request No.4, provide a copy 
of the court order requiring your agency to pay attorney fees or other litigation costs. 

Please note that for purposes of responding to this request, the terms "records," 
"communications," and "referring or relating" should be interpreted consistently with the 
attached Definitions ofTerms. 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. If you have any questions 
regarding this request, please contact Hudson Hollister or Tegan Millspaw with the 
Committee staff at (202) 225-5074. 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

cc: Hon. Elijah Cummings, Ranking Member, Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform 

David Ferriero, Archivist ofthe United States 

Miriam Nisbet, Director, National Archives, Office of Government Information 
Services 

Attachment 



Page 3 

Definition of Terms 

1. The term "record11 means any written, recorded, or graphic matter of any nature 
whatsoever, regardless of how recorded, and whether original or copy, including, but not 
limited to, the following: memoranda, reports, expense reports, books, manuals, 
instructions, financial reports, working papers, records notes, letters, notices, 
confirmations, telegrams, receipts, appraisals, pamphlets, magazines, newspapers, 
prospectuses, interoffice and intra office communications, electronic mail (e-mail), 
contracts, cables, notations of any type of conversation, telephone call, meeting or other 
communication, bulletins, printed matter, computer printouts, teletypes, invoices, 
transcripts, diaries, analyses, returns, summaries, minutes, bills, accounts, estimates, 
projections, comparisons, messages, correspondence, press releases, circulars, financial 
statements, reviews, opinions, offers, studies and investigations, questionnaires and 
surveys, and work sheets (and all drafts, preliminary versions, alterations, modifications, 
revisions, changes, and amendments of any of the foregoing, as well as any attachments 
or appendices thereto), and graphic or oral records or representations of any kind 
(including without limitation, photographs, charts, graphs, microfiche, microfilm, 
videotape, recordings and motion pictures), and electronic, mechanical, and electric 
records or representations of any kind (including, without limitation, tapes, cassettes, 
disks, and recordings) and other written, printed, typed, or other graphic or recorded 
matter of any kind or nature, however produced or reproduced, and whether preserved in 
writing, film, tape, disk, videotape or otherwise. A record bearing any notation not a part 
of the original text is to be considered a separate record. A draft or non-identical copy is a 
separate record within the meaning ofthis term. 

2. The tem1 "communication" means each manner or means of disclosure or exchange of 
information, regardless of means utilized, whether oral, electronic, by document or 
otherwise, and whether face-to-face, in a meeting, by telephone, mail, telexes, 
discussions, releases, personal delivery, or otherwise. 

3. The terms "referring or relating," with respect to any given subject, means anything that 
constitutes, contains, embodies, reflects, identifies, states, refers to, deals with or is in any 
manner whatsoever pertinent to that subject. 
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Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
House ofRepresentatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

Office of Legislative Affairs 

March 14, 2011 

Thank you for your letter of January 25, 2011, requesting certain information about the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation's processing of Freedom oflnformation (FOIA) requests. 

Enclosed is a computer disk containing copies of the FDIC's FOIA logs for the five years 
preceding the date of your letter, as you requested. The single FOIA request that was submitted 
to the FDIC more than 45 days prior to the date of your letter, and to which the FDIC has not 
issued a final response as of the date of this letter, is also identified on a separate one-page log on 
the disk. Finally, copies of communications between the FDIC and the requester for this one 
outstanding request also are provided on the disk. 

As you will note in reviewing the logs, certain information has been redacted to protect the 
personal privacy of individuals. Where an individual sought to obtain information concerning 
himself, both the requestor's name and the request description have been redacted to remove 
personal identifiers (e.g., loan number); where a third party sought information concerning an 
individual, only the request description has been redacted to remove personal identifiers. The 
log for 2010 through January 25, 2011 is the most heavily redacted in this manner due to the 
dramatic increase in the number ofFOIA requests from individuals seeking information on their 
home mortgages during that period. 

The FDIC has not been ordered to pay any attorneys' fees or other litigation costs incurred by a 
FOIA requester within the five years preceding the date of your letter. 

If you have any questions, please contact Alice Goodman, Deputy Director of the FDIC's Office 
of Legislative Affairs at I (b )(2) I 

erely, 

aul Nasli 
1 Affairs 

Enclosure 
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FDIC FOIA Log 2008 













































































































































































































































































































































































 
 
 
 

FDIC FOIA Log 2009 































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































 
 
 
 

FOIA Requests Pending More Than 45 Days Prior to January 25, 2011 









From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Hi, Alan : 

Page 2 

Burgess, Nicholas J. 
Thursday, September 30, 2010 3:09PM 
Rosenfeld, Alan B. 
FOIA 10-1542 

I did just speak with the requester and she was agreeable to amending her request to be 
for a smaller timeframe. She has agreed to accept the last two years for each of the 3 
institutions. 

Hope this helps. 

Thx, Nik 
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Close 
---------- ----- ---1 

··---- -------· 
Email Details Information 

From E-Mail : efoia@fdic.gov 

(b )(6) _ To E-Mai_._l ---- ·I-----­

Cc E-Mail 

Subject 

E-Mail Body 

: FDIC FOIA #10-1542 

---------- - -------------------- --·---- -- ----

I Dear Ms. Gonzalez: 
I 

I
' Your Freedom of Information Act/Privacy Act request dated September 22, 20 I 0, has been 

received by the FDIC's FOIA/Privacy Act Group and has been assigned Log Number I 0-1542. 

I Please be advised that the FOIA allows 20 business days, from date of receipt, to process your 

I 
request, and additional processing time is allowed under certain circumstances. Complete 

, information about the FOIA process at the FDIC is available at 
http: I /www. fdic.gov /about/freedom/guide. html. 

The FOIA Specialist assigned to your file will contact you, as necessary. Please cite your FOIA 
Log number in any future inquiries regarding your request. You may also call the FDIC's FOIA 
Service Center at 202-898-7021 to obtain information about the FOIA process and the status of 
your request. 

Sincerely, 

FOIA/Privacy Act Group, Legal Division 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 

L_..r:r-o • ...,._, ~--...... .-A-U.LL------~- -------------·---- - --·------ .. - -- --------- ····· 

1\i 
I 
I 

' 

- - - --~~ 

_j 

https://foiaxpress .fdic .gov/FOIAXpress/request/afxEmai!DetailsLog.aspx?Requestl 0=52&... l /28/2011 
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Simms, Mary E. 

(b )(6) ___ £rom.:-(· ===========----_j 
Sent: Wednesday, September 22, 2010 6:15PM 

To: EFOIA 

(b )(6) __ $ y_bjec::l:.EOIAXE 

*This Email was sent from the EFOIARequest application on the Production server www2.fdic.gov. * 

The following EFOIA Request was sent on September 22, 2010 at 6:15 PM. 

(b )(
6

) ---Seo.d~Lf':.@me: I _ _ _ 
Address: . 

Country: 

(b)(6) _____ -'::.E:::.'..!-M~a~il :~_ -------------------~--------., 

Phone: 
L_ ____________________________ ~ 

Information To Whom It May Concern: 
Requested : 

I kindly request copies of the minutes of the bank board member meetings of the 
following financial institutions: 
Eurobank- San Juan, PR (Cert.#27150) 
Western bank Puerto Rico - Mayaguez, PR (Cert.#31 027) 
R-G Premier Bank of Puerto Rico - Hato Rey, PR (Cert.#32185) 

I would like to get a copy of the minutes described above, starting January 1st 2004 
until the most recent minutes available and releasable. 

I would also like a copy of any material (not limited to notes, memorandums ore­
mails, for example) or correspondence between the FDIC and the management of the 
three institutions mentioned above, and that is related to any of the bank board 
member meetings minutes, I am requesting. 

I would also like a copy, if possible, of any other request which is similar to this 
request. 

Maximum Fee: 40 

I am requesting these records as a representative of the news media. 
FOIA Fee Category: Name of news media and publication: El Dia Inc. I El Nuevo Dia 

X I am entitled to a waiver or reduction of fees because (explain in detail why the disclosure of information is not 
primarily in your commercial interest and will significantly contribute to the public's understanding of the operations 
or activities of the government) : As a banking reporter at Puerto Rico's largest newspaper, I have the 
responsibility of informing our audiences about the transformations in Puerto Rico's banking industry, and 
how recent bank failures are affecting the lives of consumer, entrepenuers and the economy, as well. That 
exercise also requires to report on government banking regulators, such as the FDIC and their role. 

X I certify that this request is made by me as the authorized agent or representative of the following named 
individual(s), or the business, news media, or institution named above j --------+1---------------.:aD_(§l 
I prefer to receive the response to this request in electronic Format 

Additional Eurobank -San Juan, PR (Cert.#27150) 
Information: Western bank Puerto Rico - Mayaguez, PR (Cert.#31 027) 

R-G Premier Bank of Puerto Rico- Hato Rey, PR (Cert.#32185) 

1/28/2011 
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