
United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

Case No.: 200806181 
2 

I refer to your letter dated October 26, 2006 to the FBI, requesting the release of certain 
material under the Freedom ofInformation Act (Title 5 USC Section 552). Eight of the 
relevant documents retrieved in response to your request originated with the Department of 
State and were therefore referred to us for appropriate action. 

We have determined that six documents may be released in full, and two must be withheld 
in full. All released material is enclosed. The material in the documents withheld in full is 
of such a nature that its release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal 
privacy. As such, it is exempt from release under subsection (b)(6) ofthe Freedom of 
Information Act. 

With respect to material withheld by the Department of State, you have the right to appeal 
our determination within 60 days. Appeals should be addressed to the Chairman, Appeals 
Review Panel, c/o Appeals Officer, AlISS/IPS/PP/LC, SA-2, Room 8100, Department of 
State, Washington, D.C. 20522-8100. The letter of appeal should refer to the case number 
shown above. 

The enclosed m~includes documents from which the FBI has deleted information 
under subsectio~){75(C) of the Freedom ofInformation Act. That provision exempts 
from release records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes which, if 
released, could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal 
privacy. If you wish to appeal those particular deletions, please write within 60 days to the 
Co-Director, Office ofInformation and Privacy, United States Department of Justice, 
1425 New York Ave., NW, Suite 11050 and cite FBI Case No. 1064442-000. 

Sincerely, 

~ ri::k'-A-o-,.oy-o-c "(V '~-~~"{L7/ /" h-:! Margaret P. Gra!eId, Director ~~i 
;~-. Office of Information Programs and Se ices 

Enclosures: 
As stated. 
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May 20, 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD: 

Subject: Rastafarians/Jamaica 
~ 

<", 

Mr. Stimpson, Minister Couneelor at the..J;.allLai,.can 
Embassy (Tel: 387-1010), called again today to .obtain. 
a USG statement on the Rastafarians which he can use 
when he telephones Jac~Anderson to complain about 
his article of Sunday, May l~. I reaffirmed to Mr. 
Stimpson my earlier statement to the effect that the 
Rastafari'ans certainly were not ,ip. my opinion,a major 
international terrorist group and that I was surprised 
that Anderson had lumped them together with such active 
and well-known terrorist gr~ups as the Japanese Red 
Army. I declined, however, to be quoted on this point 
and suggested that if he wished to (lif:(,!l1sS thp. matter 
any further he should .talk di-rectly "Wi th Mr. Fearey. 

~~ . . 
. :~ . 

In an effort to get a better understanding of the 
Rastafarians, I asked Mr. Stimpson for his description 
of the group. He-replied that they were-a group of 
people who worship former Ethiopian'Emperor Haile 
Selassi~ as a god •. Th~y are religiously inclined, he 
said, 'arrd are members of the Coptic church. a;,/:. ~ i oJ f':\~ \ 

- . J:V_11 ~ /r- ~drP';;~ .Cf.:> 
Mr. Stimpson explained ~a:!.l.t:be R~itas II consider -

themselves to have been involuntarily transported from 
Africa to the Western hemisphere and they wish to return 
home. The'on1y problem is that they lack the ne~~a~y~~ 
funds! 

. .' \i4 JUN 1 1976 Mr. St~mpson descr~bed the Rastas as a "peaceful -
back-to-Africa movement; II he noted that they had~as.ea- s'mnt:;sr 
in very little violent action in ~amaica; However, in 
1959, they haa be'en invqlve§ in an "isolated incident,lI 
which he described as an lI uprising." He said that 
r:others ll had been involved in the revolt and the 1eao.erB 
~ere even~ually caught and nanged. 

')D 
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Mr. Stimpson described the members of the Ras:t.as 
as being long-haired,' often bearded ., and ,"unkempt. II 
They smoke mar i j uana as 'a pCl-rt 0 f tJ:v:;ir c:u.l t and do not 
normally engage in'~ork activities; they prefer to 
engage in such crafts as pottery making, carving, etc. 

As for the si~e of the movement in the US, Mr. 
Stimpson said that es tima te s run as hi gh as .9, 000. ,He 
stressed II others n (presumably 1 viJ'esJc Indians and black 
A.T(ler leans) had been a t't.ract.ed to the movement. \ He al so 
noted that they had been involved in serne minb~ yiblent 
act,:iviti~s".i~ ~~!'l_:¥9~!c~"C~t:YI, ~~t ~1:1:at. su<?h trq,up,J:e 
generally inv.olved only other blacks", not whites •. , 

Hr. Stimpson stressed on several occasions that the 
group was essentially a peaceful one., 

, c,c: Customs Mr •. Atkinson 
FB! - Mr., Mignosa 
C:;;';' '.u Dlr ..... [<'Gaga .. rl 
ARA - Mr. Norton 

s/eeT: RPMyers : nI'lh 

~ . . '. 

, 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

,,,,, ... ,,ur.:'.,.n,,,. D.C. 20!520 

,JAN 1 " i912 

TO: FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIOn 

ATTENTION: ' 
........ .","".J. .. '" Division 

FROM: A. Sidney Buford III 
Director 

--

Office, Inte lligenee Liaison 
Bureau of Intelligence and Research 

~ For your information 
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! .. Mr. ShakoapflIar. 
I -Mr. Loomis 
lOP .. Mr. Tower, 
lOS .. Mr. Bal'bu' 
1 CS .. Mr. ScbnelL--nu ' 
EUR- Mr. Hllleu.bran4 
EUR .. - :Mr •. DaYle. 
Et].R/sbv - Mr.' M~~ 
EURISJi:8 - Mr. Ste . :. 

Mr. Richmo~ .,'.1 

i • 

I I " " au jUked for an immediate meettaa. ',' 
• ••• 1 pramlll~d to 1M at the Corc:orAllllI .' .. 

b~rn tM Soviet £n"lba.el,. eo",e a,reed to... . 
. ! . 

,·;~.l at 6~OO phl at 
• I ' , ~ , I . I ,i ' ; d . " , , 

,'.;"" O,ftc.: .eaued ..." w. had ot'ille1r b. ptimSIl4 into his .,tory ~- ift Armenia •• 
'i.~"")~ft.Deaw Edw.rd~ tf bo bit"-a. w~thht f.'out 1.'eflU 01 ,our. 11 too much f(u' me. 1hi. ' ' ' 
tt>1'{::( altemoh, at .~;.t IdJo. I .. .,eely~~·a nil C~ll trom .. man who ldeacUt.d Illmnlf " 
~l,::!!Y';.::'·it.. a Mil'. lVhiUctrA WO~kLn.'or Coa~lnhi t; J/ac!i J\nd.non. He ... ktll4 me a '.namb.r ,'. 
:1:'iJi,c. o! caulltlolll8S "boo cltdl! wo:rk !or l,t' Mo ' ? <'rho Novolltl New. A ••• e,.) Hadl 
~:!j:!.·.il:,~l.a,e worka4:at Nt)"'fo.U7 (No. f,'w&lla tiie1W York at the SOYlet UN Ml •• lon afte ... 
~;i;r\:,{t.h •• a ... , Did I w"r~ •• /a nSWllmllA 11a. V1'ffor e,oJ:nGl other ,senc,? (l w.e M tM 
::\'!;;~;~{: UNborn 1'.6-;19510 W:bell l'Im,omla 414 ,ut C\.ldet. Wh, was ho alkla,. mo lb.". 
~~tJ::'\ 4l.atl·ou " I was ha tb.. Un\tte«l f)t3tea .o.I~~8.1r Dlrec~or O'f tbe Srilot Exhihlt. · .... ,'1'· If " " . , . 
!:!\~t;;r \V1ay 414 m., paat work tat.real blt.n 1)" 
~~:"'{1!: .. ,! ,,'1 ! 
:::'~: TIlOD l,eMmal, h-o 118 .. 4 mot Are ,ou. 
'.,: '" tape no rlUht to nab. me each A , 

.'.: '):. laterv'ow oRh ... J0t8raUflte. Mown-fit 
I~:" ,. talk to me f&.ce 10 face. J: wUl me 
:t::,;,:.:·Ih •• t"rIlVOOQ.~'b'u.n calcl ~Q WI:nal.4 
(i;.q·.:: IuMnr Ii hs's BolDa to " .. It. tMe up •. JF 
1~'(;:":::r'ltm"IT u~., n I ' , 
~i~~~,~ :;;f· . ." " :. ~ .. ~ " :.' '., : ; 
i'!~< I'::{:--: OCnorityaa etar~ dow. at .the .able a.. 
1.:"::;':.';;.1. oar cu.1&l1ral' rolatio .. and 40ft't 

~~1'~\} .• ; ..... .' '\ ',: '/1., . ! " i I ~.' 
"':.'. ,.' ·r· , . '1', " 

-l,l' :i.~;:-._\ . . '\. I'" 
... ; ;. 1.~· ,:<', '!.'.' ',.' ' ; .1' I, 

'. ",' """:'1 ': 

tho KC n 1 1 W"I It "tunQed~' 1 .ald. "You 
q&2ft.Uon. B~.tde •• JoutMltat. dota't 

If you tntend qf) puu". (M. UM' I ."', •• , 
ft trO- t"11101r1'~~ at r.hCfl Corccr4Q ""yUm. l. I' ' 

orne o"..r. It Gnd.d IndefinUely. 140n't 
aU 1 'I!lOW~ bit taped the ·wbol. cOAYGr.atlo";' 

I,,. ;: . ." ,I., '" 
'1 , r ," 

He cm,Uftued: ''Jj.l''eaU, beUe •• 
nt •.• "eh. l'ie .tbl~ •• a'1'01 lb. '.' 
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