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~RODUCTION~~ . 
~·,,(U) 

Within the past year, terrorist acts have been 
committed in the Middle East against diplomatic establishments 
and military bases of the United States and several of its 
allies. These actions, the purpose of which is to rid the 
area of the Multinational Forces, have resulted in' extensive . , 
damage and in numerous deaths and injuries. Beirut, ~ebanon, 

has been the principal site of 'much of this activity, although 
other Middle East states have not escaped the actions of the 
terrorists. ~(U) 

The group that generally has clai~~credit for these ' 
acts is a fanatic fundamentalist sect of th~~amic Shiite 
'religiQ~, whose leader is Ayatollah KhQmeini 

o 

Qf ~rre~~ramfE~epublic~ 
o"'f'r:r.,3,n:::;==:::'This group, Islamic Jihad, is Qne of several factiQns 
Qf tne religion that cQnsider themselves tQ be in a hQly war. 
AlthQugh nQt all Shiites adhere tQ this philQsophy, thQsewhQ 
dQ, believe t~ no sacrifice is too great in furtherance Qf 
their cause. 9Q' (Ul 

The United States is Qne Qf several natiQns viewed as 
an enemy by the fanatic Shiites in their struggle, and there is a 
concern that the terrQrism currently ~~~.~~__w-~~~~~~~~~__~ 
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The major terrorist problem currently confronting 

the United States in the Middle East is based in a deep 
religious fanaticism found in the fundamentalist sect of 
the Islamic Shiite faith. The 'ritual leader of the world's 
Shiites, the A atolla RuhollaJ:j Khq~~4,!lt, wp,o is also the 
temporal lead~~ene~~~arnic~~epu ic ~ran, serves as the 
manifestation both of this religious fervor an~=secular power. 
Fanatic fundamentalist Shiites are in a state of holy war against 
those in opposition to their philosophy, which includes the 
United States. As such, they believe that salvation can be 
obtained through martyrdom. Centuries ago, during the Crusades, 
this was accomplished by attacks with knives; ~~X the same is 
gained by use of explosives-laden trucks. ~t1~ (U) 

The Shiite Moslems represent the Iranian, or Persian, 
variation of the Islamic religion. The beginnings of Islam can 
conservatively be traced to the prophet Mohammed in the sixth 
and seventh centuries A. D. His teachings unified the majority of 
the Arab world and caused the Koran (the words of Mohammed) to 
be held as law in both civil and religious matters. An 
important aspect of Islam is that there is no discernable 
dis~i~cti~n between chu:c~ ~nd state. Interpri~ion of the 
rell.gl.on l.S used to legl. tl.ml.ze the state. t!*r~ (Ul 

Following the death of Mohammed in A.D. 632, there 
resulted a succession of struggles in the fait~. A schism, 
which continues into the present, occurred between two religious 
leaders, Ali and Abu Bakr. The followers of Ali, the Shiites, 
appear to adhere more closely to the actual teachings of the 
Koran as law. The other group, the Sunnites, who possibly are 
the followers of Abu Bakr, appear to be more liberal and 
realistic. The Shiite sect differs from the Sunnite sect in 
matters of law and ceremony. They have, moreover, rejected 
most of the oral traditions of Islam and believe in the coming 
of a Messiah. ~~ Sunni~e sect is considered the orthodox branch 
of Islam. tW~(UI 

The Sunnites are the majority Islamic sect, comprl.sl.ng 
.85 per cent of all Arabs. Most of the Moslems in Turkey, the 
Far East, Afghanistan, and Africa, are Sunnite. The Shiites, by 
comparison, are centered in Iran (formerly Persia) where approxi­
mately 90 per cent of the population (1979 estimate) belong to 
the sect•. Other important Shii~~f3mmunities exist in Iraq, 
Yemen, pakl.S~~:nd oman. ·~~(U) 
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The Sunnites, historically, have held positions of
 
leadership in the Middle East and have dominated the wealth.
 
The rise to power of Khomeini in 1979, however, began to change
 
this. Khomeini has sought to move Shiites into leadership roles
 
in the states of the Persian Gulf by any means, including
 
violence. This Islamic Revolution, therefore, is an attempt
 
to spread the Shiite interpretation of Islam ~hrough political
 
destabilization of other Arab states. )~~. (U)
 

The fundamental concept of the Shiite philosophy
 
emphasizes strict obedience to the religious leader, that is,
 
Khomeini. His followers are faithful to his views and perform
 
and act accordingly. This fundamentalist zeal, when combined
 
with an intense Persian/Iranian nationalism, has given rise to
 
?everal fanatic factions, to whom no sacrifice is too great.
 
As Khomeini has justified the use of violence· to further the
 
Revolution through his strict interpretation of the religion and/or
 
the Koran, the religion (or its interpretation) becomes the
 
justification for any act. And, to be sure, Khomeini's inter­

pretation is unquestioned. Thus, it is not the religion itself
 
but the interpretation of religious teachings, as viewed by the
 
spiritual/temporal leader, which is the driving fo~\~.e.hind
 
the Islamic Revolution and its consequences. ,9J~~. (U)
 

l

As part of his effort to expand and consolidate the 
Islamic Revolution, Khomeini has provided aid to dissident groups 
in neighboring Gulf states and has trained agents for attacks 
against exiled regime opponents. Tehran's subversive acts are 
most likely used to protect Iran's own revolution and to foster 
the emergence of Islamic fundamentalist regimes sympathetic to I 

~ranian in~erests •. They are also designJ;~ t~re~uc~ superpower ~~~ I 

nflPence \n the_~lddle East eTC OC) ~(. rJ'\.\~~r I.VU. ~C?'""'«Ul 
(5)	 f~\WiOI.l:\·1 _\~\el/eoI0t. ~-?-e,",(U) bl 

In its 'commitment to spreading the Islam evolution,b2 
the Khomeini Government has been heavily involved in training and
 
equipping Islamic fundamentalist groups for the subversion of .
 
several Gulf countries, such as Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Oman, and
 
Iraq. Available information indicates that Iran has run, at
 
least since 1981, special paramilitary/terrorist training ~~s
 
under the .~~ction of the Revolutionary Guards. (NC, OC) ~.. (U)
 

~61.O~W)	 . 
Not all Shiites are fanatic to the point of self-sacrifice. 

Indeed, there are Shiites who accept Khomeini as a religious leader, 
and even as a political leader, but who are not involved in the 
terrorism. Thus, there exists within the Shiite philosophy a range 
of followers .encompassing, on one extreme, those who treat their 
belief solely as a faith and, on the other extreme, those who 
willingly martyr themselves to enforce and expand the teachings of 
Khomeini. ~ ~(U) 
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b6Following the seizure of the Unit~ates Embassy 
b7Cin Tehran, Iran, by militant Shiites in November 1979, the b7D

United States severed diplomatic relations with the Government 
of Iran and order~d t"'1 ..... <""';:1 the Iranian ~l:'.... h""<,,<,, .. in 
r.T"" <"h~ __ ... ~_ n ,., I 
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Although there have not yet been terrorist attacks 
by Shiite fundamentalists in the united States, there have 
been n~erous allegations relative to such activity. Increased 
security measures have been put into effect at numerous United 
States Government offices ana buildings as a result, and 
priority investigations have attempted to determine the validity 
of the information and/or to interdict any threats. To date, 
none of the intelligence has been substantiated. Included among 
these allegations are: ~ .. (U) 

- information obtained on January 4, 1983 
from' 
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targets. There were also reports of terrorists ~ 
carrying bombs aboard American flag oceanliners~~ (U) 
-information from a source of unknown reliability 
whn -"I I b7D 

mid-January 1984, at the United Nations Building, 
Pan Am Building, World Trade center,~d/or the, 
Federal Building, in New York City~ ~(U) 

~T/NOFORN 
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- in·r ion froml 
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- information obtained on 
reporting that bombs would 
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(S) 

information from a source of unknown relia 

.... (U) 

- {nformation obtained on January 18, 1984 that 
package bombs have been prepared to explode when 
in the possession of United States Postal Service 
emPloyees;crJ.. (u) . 

- information obtained on December 30, 1983,
 
from a source of unknown reliabilit
 b7D 

L...;--:----::--- ---.---:;-~"""":"'"__::_-~I"Cl"""-------INo
time frame was indicated;(U) 

- information obtained from an anon~us source I 
b7D 

--------------'I~(U) 
- information, which has not been substantiated, 
advising on January 4, 1984 of rumors of a plot 
for a kamikaze-style mission against United States 
installations (NFl). Reportedl~~~~~~~~_~ bl 

b7D 

- information obtained from a~n~~~~~~ 
b7DcalIon anuar 19 1984 that 
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