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United States
Department of
Agriculture

Forest
Service

Alaska Region P.O. Box 21628
Juneau,AJ( 99802-1628

File Code: 6270-1-1

Date: SEP 16 2008

This is in response to your September 4, 2008, request for records under the provisions ofthe
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA). Specifically, you requested:

1. a copy of all correspondence between the Forest Service Alaska Region Office and Mayor
Sarah Palin or the Office of the Mayor of Wasilla, Alaska between 1998 and 2002;

2. a copy of all correspondence between the Forest Service Alaska Region Office and the City
Council of Wasilla, Alaska between 1998 and 2002;

3. a copy of all correspondence between the Forest Service Alaska Region Office and Chairman
Sarah Palin of the Alaska Oil and Gas Conservation Commission between 2003 and 2004;
and

4. a copy of all correspondence resident at the Alaska Region Office between the Forest Service
Alaska Region (or the Forest Service HQ) and Governor Sarah Palin or the Office of the
Governor of Alaska between 2006 and the present. You later clarified by email that you
wanted correspondence only after Governor Palin took office in January 2007.

Staff at the Regional Office, the Forest Supervisor's·Offices for the Tongass and the Chugach
National Forests, and the Washington Office searched for correspondence within the scope of your
request. Enclosed on a CD are eleven documents (97 pages) that are responsive to Items 1,2, and 4
of your request. The Forest Service did not locate any documents responsive to Item 3 of your
request.

The FOIA provides you the right to appeal my determination that there are no records for a
portion of your request. Any appeal must be made in writing to the Chief, USDA Forest Service,
Mail Stop 1143, 1400 Independence Avenue SW, Washington, DC 20250-1143, and be received by
the Office of the Chief within 45 days of the date of this letter. The term "FOIA APPEAL" should
be placed in capital letters on the front of the envelope or on the subject line of an email to
wo_foia@fs.fed.us.

(;!li/jJ~tv DENNIS E. BSCHOR
---- Regional Forester

Enclosure

USDA
"'=fi Caring for the Land and Serving People
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Kids Meet Birds 
By Paul Meyers, Wildlife Biologist, Cordova Ranger District  
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Alaska Governor Sarah 
Palin (far left) and 
Cordova District Ranger 
Dan Logan (right 
forefront) look at what 
students found in mud 
core samples during a 
live broadcast from 
Hartney Bay, Cordova,

 

Students from Alaska to Argentina had their eyes focused on 
Hartney Bay, near Cordova Alaska, as the educational program 
Migration Science and Mystery—A Distance Learning Adventure 
broadcast live in classrooms throughout the hemisphere May 10. 
The stars of the show were Cordova’s students in grades 7-8 
and 100,000 shorebird

The program was coordinated by Erin Cooper from the Cordova 
Ranger District, and included partners from USFS International 
Programs (Copper River International Migratory Bird Initiative), 
the Prince William Network, Audubon Alaska, the U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service, Ducks  

Unlimited, and ProNatura Mexico. G

nd Senator Lisa Murkowski provided a 
aped statement.  

he event was the culmination of a series 
f broadcasts and web chats that followed 
igrating shorebirds through seven critical 
etland habitats starting in Panama Bay, 
anama, and moving to Santa Maria Bay, 
exico, San Francisco Bay, the Frasier 
iver Delta, and the Tongass’ Stikine River 
lats on the Wrangell Ranger District. The 
rogram was tied to a six-month science 
urriculum focusing on birds and migration 
hat was distributed to schools across the 



h

 

emisphere.  

 
"The program emphasizes the mystery of migration, and was 
designed to highlight the links that we have with other parts of 
Alaska, other states, and other countries," said Cooper. "Kids in 
classrooms all over the hemisphere have been tuned in to this 
migration from its start. We estimate that a half million people 
have participated in some part of the overall program this year." 

In addition to filming students interacting with their environment, 
educators, and scientists, the program included webcasts, web 
chats, and internet resources. Kids from across the county were 
able to be part of the live program by calling in or emailing 
questions that were answered on the air. The program was also 
translated into Spanish and broadcast through Dish Network on 
the Hispanic Information Network.  

Hartney Bay is on the very western tip of the Copper River Delta. 
The Delta is part of the Chugach National Forest and one of the 
Alaska Region’s Key Coastal Wetlands, a recent designation 
recognizing the importance of the region’s coastal wetlands (the 
Stikine River Delta and Yakutat Forelands comprise the other 
two  
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We are lucky to be able to capitalize on this 
n va 
D
C
b
b
p
w ve 
in a unique place, and we want to make 
s

T

KCWs). Each spring the Copper River Delta
s witness to one of Alaska’s great natural 
henomena and one of its most stunning 
ildlife events, as three to five million 
horebirds stop there to feed during their 

f the world’s western sandpiper population
nd nearly the entire population of the 
acific race of dunlin stop here over the 
ourse of about three weeks.  

he program was similar to Winging 
orthward, which aired in 2003 and 

eached kids across the U.S., Canada, and 
exico. The programs increase awareness 
f the importance of shorebird habitat and 
ttempt to build a sense of place for those 
tudents who live near these critical 
etlands. 

atural educational event," said Cordo
istrict Ranger Dan Logan. "Local 
ordovans see this migration every year, 
ut this program gives us a chance to 
roadcast the event nationally and to let 
eople here know that this is not normal 
ith respect to the rest of the world. We li

ure that the kids here realize that." 

he broadcast is available at 



http://migration.pwnet.org  
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