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National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594

May 3, 2013

Re:  National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB)
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) No. FOIA-2013-00242

This letter responds to your FOIA request for copies of each written response or letter
from the NTSB to a Congressional Committee (not a congressional office) (or Committee
Chair) in calendar years 2012 - 2013 to date, including subcommittees. By this, you mean
one-time type responses to Committee inquiries, may exclude from the scope of this request
regular periodic reports and may exclude from the scope of this request constituent responses
to a congressional office.

There is one responsive record for your request, correspondence between NTSB and
the Honorable Frank LoBiondo, Chairmain of the Subcommittee on Coast Guard and
Maritime Trasportation, totaling eight pages. These are the best available copies of this
letter.

The NTSB has concluded processing your FOIA request. The fees associated with this
request have not exceeded $14.00; therefore the NTSB will not charge a fee for the
processing of your request.

To the extent I have denied your FOIA request, you may appeal my decision by
writing to: Mr. David L. Mayer, Managing Director, NTSB, Washington, DC 20594.

Sincerely,

Mgl > e~

Melba D. Moye
FOIA Officer

Enclosures
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CHice of the Chairman

The Honorable Frank LoBiondo

Chairman, Subcommittee on Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure

United States House of Representatives

2165 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman LoBiondo,

Thank you for your February 16, 2012, letter seeking information about the National
Transportation Safety Board’s (NTSB) implementation of its December 2008 memorandum of
understanding (MOU) with the U.S. Coast Guard and about whether the NTSB has adequate
resources to conduct marine casualty investigations. I appreciate and share your commitment to
maritime safety and appreciate the opportunity to provide this information.

As you know, the NTSB has the unique responsibility of establishing the facts, circumstances,
and probable cause of each accident it investigates and, in many cases, we issue safety
recommendations to prevent similar accidents in the future. We take this responsibility— improving
transportation safety throughout the United States and the world—very seriously.

The important work performed by the NTSB’s Office of Marine Safety (OMS) is critical
to ensuring the safety of the maritime transportation system. The professional staff of this office
includes Coast Guard-licensed master mariners and marine engineers, marine inspectors, naval
architects, and human factors and survival specialists. Recently, NTSB staff worked closely with
the Coast Guard to develop and implement procedures whereby the NTSB determines the
probable cause of all major marine casualties except casualties involving only public vessels, as
called for in statute.

Below are the responses to your specific questions regarding our OMS investigative
procedures and staff. Three tables are enclosed to provide additional detail,

1. Marine casualty investigations the NTSB has conducted since December 2008, with
additional specified data. (See Enclosure 1.)

2. Annual meeting dates between the Chairman of the NTSB and the Commandant of the
Coast Guard and who held the respective positions at the time of the meetings:

July 7, 2009 NTSB Acting Chairman Mark Rosenker and Coast Guard
Commandant Admiral Thad Allen
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December 13,2010 NTSB Chainnan Deborah Hersman and Coast Guard Commandant
Admiral Robert Papp

February 21,2012  NTSB Chairman Deborah Hersman and Coast Guard Commandant
Admiral Robert Papp (The December 2011 meeting was
rescheduled at the Coast Guard’s request.)

International Maritime Organization meetings NTSB officials have attended since
December 2008:

April 19, 2009 Subcommittee on Flag State Implementation

May 24, 2009 Maritime Safety Committee

July 25, 2009 Subcommittee on Safety of Navigation

September 5,2009  Subcommittee on Standards of Training and Watchkeeping
May 12,2010 Maritime Safety Committee

July 3,2010 Subcommittee on Flag State Implementation

July 24, 2010 Subcommittee on Safety of Navigation

November 22,2010 Maritime Safety Committee

February 21, 2011 Subcommittee on Flag State Implementation
May 9, 2011 Maritime Safety Committee

June 4, 2011 Subcommittee on Safety of Navigation

NTSB/Coast Guard training opportunities provided since December 2008. (See
Enclosure 2.)

Although none of the NTSB’s Board members has a specific professional background in
the maritime sector, service as a credentialed merchant mariner, or service in the
Coast Guard, U.S. Navy, or the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Commissioned Corps, each Board Member has extensive technical professional
qualifications.

Chairman Deborah A.P. Hersman: Chairman Hersman has served as an NTSB Board
member since 2004. Prior to her appointment, she was a senior Congressional staff
member for 12 years, working extensively on surface transportation issues in both the
House and Senate. She holds a commercial driver’s license with passenger, school bus
and air brake endorsements, and a motorcycle endorsement.

Vice Chairman Christopher A. Hart: Vice Chairman Hart has spent many years in
transportation safety, including previous service as an NTSB Board Member, Deputy
Director for Air Traffic Safety Oversight at the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA),
Assistant Administrator for the FAA’s Office System Safety, and Deputy Administrator
for the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. Vice Chairman Hart is a
licensed pilot with commercial, multi-engine, and instrument ratings.

Member Robert L. Sumwalt: Member Sumwalt was a pilot for 32 years—24 of those
years as a commercial pilot—and has over 14,000 flight hours and type ratings in
5 aircraft. Member Sumwalt served as a member of the Air Line Pilots’ Association




Accident Investigation Board, and chaired its Human Factors and Training Group. He
has taught human factors courses at the university level.

Member Mark R. Rosekind, Ph.D.: Dr. Rosekind is an internationally recognized fatigue
expert who has conducted research and implemented programs in many settings,
including maritime and other modes of transportation. Dr. Rosekind has been working in
human factors for many years, including directing the Fatigue Countermeasures Program
and serving as Chief of the Aviation Operations Branch in the Flight Management and
Human Factors Division at the National Aeronautics and Space Administration Ames
Research Center.

Member Earl F. Weener, Ph.D.. Dr. Weener enjoyed an accomplished career as an
engineering executive and safety advocate. He worked in various supervisory positions at
the Boeing Company and the Flight Safety Foundation. He is an active general aviation
pilot and is a licensed general aviation flight instructor. He also has his U.S. Coast Guard
Master’s License.

6. OMS personnel and background information. (See Enclosure 3.)

Please let me know if [ may provide additional information to you on the MOU or any
other matter. Again, [ appreciate your commitment to maritime safety.

Sincerely,
~

'y e
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ot / Y
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Deborah A.P. Hersman
Chairman

Enclosures

1. NTSB Marine casualty investigations December 2008-March 2012
2. NTSB/Coast Guard training opportunities

3. NTSB OMS stafting




£nclosure 1: NTSB Marine Casualty investigations December 2008-March 2012
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Enclosure 1: NTSB Marine Casualty Investigations December 2008-Marzh 2013
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Enclosure 1: NTSB Marine Casualty Investigations December 2008-March 2012

Accidest Datel

10106111

102911

511

12231

ne

125212

12602

22

28012

22112

Vessel Name

UTV hury Coast

NV MSU Newlerkind
(Panama) & TV Etho Apatian
(Ciresce)

MV Maersk Wiscumsin &
UTV Rurh AL Remarer

MV Rivkmers Tokyo
(Marshat] {alands)

OSV ik

flag)

IV Herttoge

MV Delia hlariner

Natures Way Commander
Uaege ACHL 3111 IACOE
crane barge

MV heriaspina

BV Plow-B

Lend Agency

USCG

USCG

USCG

USCG

usca

gnificant
Marine Casunlty

No

BNo

No

No

No

No

Lawnch

No

No

Yes

Na

Accident NTSP Bowed
Type Member

Colission

Colhsion

Alhsion

Fire and sinking
Sinking.

Allision with
bridge span

Coltision
publicmon-public

Fire

Sinking

Location
General ship tepair pier, Baltimore,
Maryland

Tiousion Ship Chanac! near junction
with Bayport Channel, Houston.
Texas

Kilk Van Kull, near Bergen Paint,
New Jersey

Pier 11, Tioga barine Terminal,
Phiiladelptra, Peansylvania

7 NM SW of Nigar Delta, Nigeria

Alitak Bay, soutk aide of Kodiak
Island, Alaska

Tonnessee River, Eggner Ferry
Bridge io the viciniry of Aurors,
Kentucky

Part Allen, Louisiann

Alaska SEDP, Ketchikan, Alaska

Atlantie Ocean approximately 11 NM
south of Kenncbunkport, Maine

Fatulitics | Tajuries
[ o
0 o
0 0
3 0
3 °
0 [
o o
o o
0 0
[ [

Pugr0i3

Estimated Damage

SHI00,000

>8500,000

>§500,000

>$500,000

Total loss of vessel

Total Ioss of veasel

>$500,000

<575,000

>5500,000

Tosal loss of vesse!

Shore Structure

Harmnt Dasmte

Nane None

Nane Nane

Nane None
Undetermined -
superficial damage
1a pier o longer in

None use

Unknown None

Unksosm None
Bridge span

None collapse

Uninawn Noae

None Nosse

Unknown Nane

Probable Canse

TBD - Investigation ongoing

TBD - Investigation omgoing

TBD - Investigation onoing.

TBD - Investigation ongoing

TBD - Investigation ongoing

TBD - Invesiigation onyoing

TBD - Investigation ongoing

TBD - lnvesligation ongoing

TBD - investigstion ongoing

TRD - Inyestigmtion ongoing

NTSB Sapport (o
USCG

None

VDR ranseripioa

None

None.

™R

None

VDR transeription,
weather report

Noae

tone

None

USCG Suppare
10 NTSB

None

None

Transportation at
scene



Enclosure 2: NTSB/Coast Guard Training Opportunities

NTSB Training Provided to USCG

1-2 week Internships at NTSB for USCG Investigating Officers
August 2009

June 2010

September 2011
MS 101 - Marine Accident Investigations
January 2009

December 2009

December 2011
Cognitive Interviewing
Fcbruagy 2010

February and November 2011
Photo Documentation

April 2010
May 2011

Human Fatigue
September 2010
January 2012

Shipyard Competent Person
March 2011 |
NTSB Roles Presented to Investigating Officer Course
February 2010

May 2010

June 2010
September 2010

March 2011
April 2011

October 2011
February 2012

Coast Guard Training Provided to NTSB

1SO 9001
August 2009

— et | | o e |t | et

October 2009
Commercial Fishing Vessel Examiner
November 2009

July 2010

Investigating Officer
June 2009

Control Verification

December 2009




Enclosure 3: NTSB Office of Marine Safety Staffing

Title
Director

Deputy Director

Supervisory Accident Investigator

Supervisory Accident Investigator

project manager

U.S. Coast Guard Academy, CDR, USCG (ret), MSE Ocean

Supervisory Accident Investigator

Senior Marine Accident Investigator

.marine accident investigator

Senior Marine Accident Investigator Maine Maritime Academy, Master Unlimited

Professional Background

Vacant

U.S. Coast Guard Academy, Capt, USCG (ret), MSE Naval Architecture
& Marine Engineering, MSE Mechanical Engineering, MSE Business,
CG Marine Inspector, National Licensing program manager, regulatory

Engineering, MSE Mechanical Engineering, MBA, CG Marine

First Class Pilot Delaware Bay, Capt USNR (ret), previously NTSB

U.S. Merchant Marine Academy, Capt USNR, Professional l_Engineer,
Chief Engineer, motor and steam any horsepower

Senior Marine Accident Investigator

Senior Matine Accident Investigator

Maine Maritime Academy, Chief Engineer, motor, steam, or gas turbine
any horsepower

Senior Marine Accident Investigator

Senior Marine Accident Investigator

CG Investigating Officer, Inspections and Investigations national
program manager, regulatory development

CDR USCG (ret), CG Marine Inspector, CG Investigating Officer,
Master 100 GRT near coastal

Senior Marine Accident Investigator

State University of New York Maritime Academy, First Assistant
Engineer, motor, and Second Assistant Engineer, steam any horsepower

Marine Accident Investigator

Senior Marine Accident Investigator

California Maritime Academy, Master Unlimited, Capt USNR, staff
National Maritime Center (licensing)

U.S. Merchant Marine Academy, Master Unlimited, investigator
Princess Cruise Lines

Technical writer editor

Technical writer editor
Administration officer

Summary
Office of Marine Safety (OMS) staff

16

OMS separated since 12/08

3

OMS staff hired since 12/08

3

OMS investigators

12 (including 3 managers)
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