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FOREWORD 

This Study was requested by the Director of the Nation~l Security 
Agency fer the purpose of surveying the USAFSS COYINT effo.rt during 
the Korean. conflict., . The Study is an integrated account o! the Air 
Force Security Service activity in the Far East, presented as an 
opera tiona 1 thesis to enable the National Security Agency to aria lyz e 
USAFSS COMINT operations under wartime conditianse . . 

The analysis reflects the ·vrork...a-day philosophy of the Air Force 
Security Service units and attempts to present their tactical point 
of view. It indicates,. in a relative manner, the corxlition~ng effects 
that their successes'and failures had on the contemporary COMlNT doc
tr-1...nes. With the exception or the first chapter, which relates the 
Air Force COMINT capability and doctrine on D-Day, the :remaµider of 
the Study is concerned with the establishment of an Air Combat.COMINT 
Service~ the modification of operational concept.a, the rec.oncilia tion 
of tactical and strategic requirements and the integration of the 
CO~.UNT efforto In preparing the study emphasis was placed on Opera
tional Autonomy» viZo ~ responsive..11ess to combat requiremen"ts versus 
rigidity of control~ timeliness of tactical reports versus o.omplete
ness of evaluated intelligence, and exploitation or tactical communica
tions information vers~~ utilization of Strategic COMINTa .. ~ ' 

Chapter II through VI and wrious oonclusi6ns summarized in the 
final Chapter were compiled from records created during th!e: conflict 
which related directly to the Air Force Security Service elrtort.. These· 
re9oros were augmenteds arLd in some instances interpretedJ/ py the Air 
Force personnel Who had participated or who were actually r~aged in 
the establishment and operation of' the Tactical COMINT se:rrace. In 
some instan•::es., the absence of prirnar-y source naterial cona;itioned 
the content of the Study. Certain pertinent records creat1ef:i by other 
Service age·neies Y1ere not available in this Headquarters .. I ln these 
instsnces secondary source material was utilized in an efijo'.rt to deve
lop necessary con14-nui ty. 'Iherefo~.1> this analysis is. sub1j~ct to 
revision in .light of addi tiona.l information which vi ill pror.r·ide a more 
complete account of the Air Force Secm-i-t.y Service effort la.·'!bring the 

. Ko:roean e ontlic to · 

Ora ta.ful acknowledgement is given to the many indiv~ls who 
contributed researoh.1> intormaticn~ substantiating documentsj, con
structive criticism and administrative support in the prep1aration of 
this Studyo Many of these contributions were t,he result,s lof effort 
expended by the indi~iduals beyond their no=l duty hours
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those individuals who gave valuable assistance were Lt Colonel 
Charles w. Shepa:ctj.', Lt Colonel Lowell R. Jameson, Major Stanley 
s. Szumski~ Major George .r. Mason, Captain William C. Schwitzgebel, 

·Captain Lloyd E". Dew D Captain Ric1'.ard L. Margraf, Captain Richard 
D. Machelskil> Lt Harry C •. Ztmmerman~ Mr. Ralph J. McCartney, Mr. 
Eldwin B. Bell, and Mrs. Jessie L. Guentert. Special acknowledge
ment is given to Maj or William P. Fife, Maj or Robert o. Brooks, . 
Major Jabe E. Bailey» Major lewis D. Nixon, and various unnamed in
dividuals of the 6920th Security Group and .its subo:rdinate tin.its 
for their excepHonal contributions. By careful analysis an<;i aug- · 
men ta ti on of subs tan tia ting doeumer~ ts and critical rieview of the 

·manuscript, Majors Fife, BroqksD EaileyD and Nixon did much to 
improve the quality or· t.he Study. The compilation of the Study 
was also facilitated by the contributions of various individuals, 
assigned to the 6920th Security Group and its subordinate uni ts 9 
who provided a tactical interpretation of many sigrii.ficant events 
and probleriJS that relS. ted to USAFSS COM INT ac tivi ti~s during ·the 
Korean action. 

I 
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ANALISIS OF AFSS EFFORT IN THE KORF..AN ACTICN 

:::HAPTER I 

AFSS PhilosophYJ CaiiB.bility and Operations on D-Day 

The Air Force Security Service (USAFSS) had been in exis·tence one 

year.Ii eight' months, and four days when the North Korean Milita:ry Regime 
. 1 . 

:invaded the Republic of South Korea. Further9 USAFSS had only exercised 

cperational .control over a .field capability for one year,!) four months~ 
2 

and thirteen days l'lhen the 1nva3ion occurred. The COMINT ca,pabili ty of 

USAFSS at that time was composed of skeleton field facilities (two RSM's 

overseas and one in the Zone or Interior) trans£ erred from the Department 

of Army and a newly assembled and untrained Headquarters activity. It.'9 

primary ftmctions during this short period of exister1ce had been these 

required in planning for the establishment of an Air· Faroe COMINT capa:~ 

bili ty. Its secondary functions were directed tc:mard keeping ~~e :bl~ 

herited field facilities operating during the transitional pe~iod. Its 
I 

philosophy o! operation was an amalgamation of ideas and concept.a derived 
! !· 

from Army» Navy~ and Air Fcrce operations and general int~llig!nce 
I I 

experience~ and it.s mission was a combination of :i.nheTiti!d s.~d acquired 
. ! I 

functions molded by forces as va=1.ed as those which influenced its 
i I 

phil OS ophy o 

1. 

. r' 

,. _________ ># 
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2 

PHII.OSOPHY AND MISSIONS 

Inherited Philosophz. The First Radio Squadron, ~6bile (1st RSM), 

one of the most active field capabilities inherited by the USAFSS, was 
. . 

activated on 14 February 1942 as the l.38th Signal Radio Intelligence 

Company.. !n August 1943;11 it was transported frotn Austnlia to Port 

Mol:'esbyll New Guin!9El.ll to begin its mission in support of the Pacific 

War against the Japanese Forces--that of providing the 5th Air Force 

with intelligence en enemy Air Services. The 1st HSM, so designated by 

t.he Army Air Corps_, on 18 April 194li.j c·ontinued this mission throughout 

the New· Guinea., Dut<ih New Guinea~ and Philippines ca~ignso Its opera

tion-s during this period» under the same Canmanding Off.tear, were in 

supPort of the operations of the Far ~st Air Forces (mAF) 8 and the 

5th Air Force.. By l4 Jul;rr 1945~ the Headquarters o! the lst. R3M had 

advanced to Okinawa and its seven detachments were deployed to cover 
.. I 

the entire $th Air Force operational areao · 
/ j 

During this ·three-year period of activity 'the 1st RsM had developed 
I I . 

the following general operational patterno Its mission jwas the accumula-
!. . . 

tion» processing 9 and preparation of intellig·mce relat:f!ng to the acti-
. . . . \I 

vity of the enemy Air Serv1ces 9 both Army and Navy,, Tiie sections 

i!llillediately comprising squadron operations were radio ~tercept9 . I' . 
direction .findings analysis» and intelligence evaluatiodo All intel-

_ ligence gathered by the detachments was forwarded to Jj squadron which 

... made the final integration and dissemination. 

' . 

--- .. -··--"--···--~-·-··-----~--~-~---------~- ----,.;·~---··--~·-·---' 
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;Following the surrender of the Japane.se i'o:rees in August 1945', the 

Arr:rry Security Agency (ASA) was established and absorbed all signal intel

ligence units~ includirJg the Anny Air Force Radio Squadrons, Mobile. 

The CCMINT uni ts wer-e operated \lllder the dix-ect ccntrol of the Chief, 
' J ' 
ASA. The 1st RSM was I"!lieved from its assignment with the 5th Air 

F~rce and reassigned to ~A~ Pacific (ASA.PAC). The Squedron R~adquarters 

wa::i located.at Irumagal!a, Japan~ by then. The RSM: continued +Jo operate 
.,_ 

under the guidance of ASAPAC until Febl"UB.ry 1949. Its m:tssfona were· 
' ' -!:'.· 

assigned directly by ASAPACs its personnel· 'Were assign~d by ASAj) and 

1.ts collec .. ted ®ta was forwarded to .ASAJ>AC for processing and eval'l.ia=· 

tion. Further_, the trair.ing conducted by the squadron du:z<ing this 
. 4 

period paralleled it~ operational philosophy-. 

Inherited Missions. Followi:t~g the surrender of the "Tapanese 

forces~ the ls t RSM~ as previously st.a ted~ be:gan opera tior.s irt accord-
\ : ~ 

ance wi:t·h directives from ASA wh9se :p:d.mary COMINT missions w~~ ~ .... 

The interceptic1n of rad~o and wire tre.ff'ic.:i the looa ti on I 4.nd 
iden tif'i~ ti.on of ra.dio stations by electrical means» th~ 
ar1.alysis o! :radio and wire traffic» and the solu'l:.ion of c9de 

4. 

and cipher r..i·~s&"ages.· " • • . l: 

~--. --·-----~---.------rr--

Ltr Order,p WD to CO's AAF's et· al •. ~ Subj& E.stablish.ment b:r the 
Army Securlty Agenoys 6 Septl'9u;:. s.d. 3° \ 

Historical Data Report, 1st F.SM 11 1 Feb - 31 Jul 1949. Tp~ Unit 
Histories cited herein are file·d at the Air University a.i;id He.'ld
quart~rs . .A..FSS, except those classj.f~·~d higher than SECRET which 
are filed at Headqu.ar•+..ers AF-SS. 

S. ttr Order, 'WD to CGis AAF 1s et. ai., Subj: F.stablisJ-..ment €>£the 
Ai-my Security Agency$ 6 Sept"l'.:9~. :·d0 3. I 

* Army A:tr· Force personnel began rot.a.ting and separating fr9m tha 
sem.ce shortly· aft.er the ..Tapaneise sur'r~der.~ • ·· · · · 

1 
· 

7 
.. :··· --· _________ ........ , -·. -· ./ 
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At ~hat time, the mission of the ls.t RSM.was changed frolll that of 

. collecting :radio in~lligence on the enemy air serrrices to that of 

obtaining general rad~o inte_lligence which would assist ~in prot-acting 

the United Stat~s agains,t any danger which mig~t ~rise.$ This WPe 

of operations was conduc.ted in ·a.' limited degree throughout 1946 .. 

However, during 1947, ~he ~- was directed to concentrate intercept 
. . . .. ..-lf'.L. 86-36 

and RI1F effort on Chinese and Soviet Ooion targets. One .of · i:';p 3 · 3b ( 3 l 

the two RSM detachments was assigned ,the mission _of''m~ni\toring t'rui 
To~ end of a I . 2sx3 . . . . t·T~~·· other detachment ~as 
deployed to Hokkaido ·Island, Japan, ~o monitor! 2sx3 

. ' \ 
s_tations opera Ung in that 'area. The aate'rial derived rtom intercept\ 

i\ 

was transmitted to A.SAPAC 'by teletype or courier." 

13y July 1948 the effort of· the 1st IlSM had become almost ex

clusi.vely devot.ed to CW intercep_t arr.I RDF of Soviet Union targ:'ts. 

The e-nly exeeptions to ~he above mission -Were monitorine:n 25x3 ~ 
. .·. . . . 111"""'-___ ___.!J 

tions on Hokkaido and attempting to locate jamming statiQri.s which were 
. . . : ·I 1 
'> ' • " ; j 

e:fi'ectively interfering with,. Voice. of' America broadcastl!fJ This major 
. " . . 11 , . I 

operational mission continued in effect until February 1949 » and the 
. . ' • . . . '' . ' ! ' 

traffic ·i:>btained was fo~arded to.:"5~AC for.processing[fd eval\lationo7 

. . . II 
6. Historical Data Fleport, · lst RSM,, l Feb - .'.30 .Jul 1949.e 

. " · 11 
7.. HiS torical Data Repor.t, ;t.s,t RSM, l Feb - JO Jul l94l. 

I I * Information i"urnishe,d. by Maj Wharton t. McGreer, Diilect¢ra te of 
Plans, USAFSS. · Maj McOreer was CO of the lst &SM dttzting this 
per::too. 

fOP • SECRET EIQER-
. . 
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On 28January1949,\ the lst RSM, along with other simi~:r units, 

was transfer:toed froni the Department of. Arc;ry to the Departmerit, of Air 

' 8 Force and as·signed to the USAFSS. Follawing the t. rans!' er and re-

assignment of the ls t RSM» i ~ mission was again modii'iedo Actually, ... 

the modification was begun in early April J.948. During the same month, 

the Air Force Office of' Intelligence (AFOIN), in working out plans 

for the informal activation 0£ an Air Force Securitzy' Group (Al"SG):> 

c.rystalllzed the mission of this proposed Air Force COMINT capsbility 

as follows: 9 

The interception and traffic analysis of fol'!:ign t5.c·tic:al-type 
traffic of interest to the Air Force., location and id~n:tiftt"e.
tion by electrical means of statio~s passing this traffji~.ll e.nd 
the cryptanalysis c.f that portion of this intercept which is -
exploitable in the field. 11 

This primary mission was carried ov-er into t.\e USAFSS ~ssion I.et-
. - 10 

ter and published on 20 October 1948~ AlsoJ historical :rer,c,:"ds indi-

cate this info~ation was divulged to overseas RSMs* and Ciscrnssed with. 
. I 

FEAF and the United States Air Foroes 1 Em-ope (USAFE) during b.~.s- 1948 

and early 1949. Further, • second speci~io refor•n•e t~ a s,oHic. Air 

Force mission assignment for the lst RSM was ll'.'2.de by the soularcn His-. I, 
torian in lat-! August 1949. At that time, the Officer record~d the 

r 11 
primary mission of the unit as the interception and analysis Ir· foreign 

. I ' 8. L"tter Order.11 DA and AF 9 Subj: ·Transfer of lst, 2.Dd and ~th ffiM.s 
and 136th Radio Security. Detachment from Deppi...l~tme:ri:. cl: Ar'tff:f to 
~partment of Air Force, 28 Ja.n 1949e s.d. 4. I\ 

. I 
9a Draft Ltr., DAF to CG's all Major Air CCJ111mands~ Subj~ Establishrue11t. 

of the Air Foroe ~ecurity Group,.J __ io Jun ~~48. s.do .5. I\ 
lOo Ltro ~ DAF to CG~s all Major Air Commands; Subj g F\t.1c:ticns of t.he 

USAF Secu~ity Service 9 20 Oct 1948. s.d. 1. 
C .. ·· 

* The 2nd P.SM was in Gei.-many. Af te.r the trar.sfer ~ ~ts theater 

cus to.mer was USAFE. TOP SECRET EIDER~::_, .. ·:·-·· ..... , 8. .. , · -. 

No Objection To Declassification in Part 2013/11/19: MDR-USAF-MDR-62597-1-2 

l 

, .. 



No Objection To Declassification in Part 2013/11/19 : MDR-USAF-MDR-62597-)_-_2 
DOCID: 37 37095 ;• - - · · 

I 

6 

\ 

tac~..ical-type communications of in+..e~st to the Air Forc'ep i.e., FEAF. 

In additton, the unit Historian wrote that the intercept emphasis had 

recently -shifted i'rom interception and location of, Sovi.et ground and air 

transmitting stations to interception and identification o:f SoViet air-
. . . . , 11 

to-air and air-to-ground collllliunications.. . This was the prevailing 

mission tor t.he remai.'l.der oi' 1949• ' 

Acquired Mission. However, before USAFSS and its field capabilities 

became operationally established, the Air Force COMINT mission was ex-

pandeo and 1;.he ·primary emphasis was again shifted.· A large part of. . . 

these changes resulted from the creation or the .Armed Forces Security 

Agency (.AFSA) and the eubaequent negotiations relative to a division 

of C:OMlNT p.rcd·uction responsibilities. During Jantia:ry ~50, after t'our 

months oi' drafting, coordinating, and revising its plan ,:for f'ul.filling 
. . . * 

the responsibilities seem:L"lgly delegated by JCS 2010/6,. :USAFSS advanced. 
' 

a plan for the a.cOolilpllahll<ent of. the Air Force COY:mT m±~sion, which 
~ . 

· was later approved by the Vice Chief of Staff and, the 0:6.tlice 0£ the 
12 . . 1311 .. 

Secretary C•f De.fenseo The mission objectives we1-e: I j(l) to pro-

vide the Chief of Staff, USAF 11 the- Commanding. Generals, lcontinen ta.l 
, I I 

Air Col!ID~nd (CON.AC), Strategic Air Command (SAC), and A~ll Defense 

11. Historical Ihta Report, 1st RSM, l - 31 Ang 1949. I 

12. .Ristorical Data Reportj Di..~ctorate of Ope;ations, rrn-Feb 19$0. 

u. Sta£r Stooy., Hq USAFSS, Title; Mission Capabilities! of the · 
USAF se..,urity Service, 5 Dec 1949.. s.d. 6. 

* JCS 2010/6 delegated a COMINT mission to .IJ'SA which ih part duplica
ted the COMDIT m!Bsion delegated to USAFSS by the Airj Farce. 

1 I 
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Command (ADC), and USAF Corrm1ands overseas with rmY.i.mU!!I a.dvanced wr..::ning 

of an impending air strike against the United States by the Soviet 

Long Range Air Force; (2) to develop and utilize the Air Combat COMINT 

facili tie.s of AFSS in c:on~ert l'fith and support of other COMINT organi~ 

zations, so that it (USAFSS) will function as an advanced warning medium 
·, 

as well as th~ agency for collection, analysis~ and dissem:L'i.ation of 

Air COMINT pertaining to :the So;riet A_i!• Force. 

T'nerefore, vii thi.··r a period. or' five years (September 1945 - June 

1950), the concept governing the operatio~..s of the inherited and 

developed Air Force COMINT capability had' ranged from tactical to 

strategic 1 back to t1ctica 1 and then to early wa:rn.ir..g. The missions 

had paralleled this philosophy fo so .far as they cculd be developed 

under existing ci~umsU:tn.:.eso Hence~ 1JSA.l!'SS E:.'"'tered June 19,$0 operating 

under an early wa.:rning philosophy and a mi3sion c.c:i:~emtrated pri_:.7:.uily 

on S_otlet Leng Range Air Force :C-o:nnunication~. 

CAPABILITY 

The capability CJf U~.AFSS on 24 June 1950~ if measuro::c. ·ci~ the degr~e 

~ li hrn t f t.... , d ~-i F r•o·•TVT i I '· o.J. accomp s en - o .. ~ M'l'l'-Y e.pp1•cve tU.I' O::":'-:..t:> .., 111.._,~· m ssi·::-ns was 

relatively small. Most of the inherl tsd eq;.:.:l.pment and faci1Jties. were 

in poor ~o:ndition and the personnel strength a!"~d experierice !~evels 
•ere low' I 

Personnel (lst RSM): As previcuslyatated 9 the rotatidn and 
! I 

sepa ration process immefiia U. ly foll~ fog the Japanese •urre,de r 

J-IQS USAFSS TSC No 'f lo9C2S 
l l 

c - . 9 o: i92 .Pages 
+OP SEeRET --EiDITf ................... "........ . . 

No Objection To Declassification in Part 2013/11/19 : MDR-USAF-MDR-62597-1-2 



No Objection To Declassification in Part 2013/11/19 : MDR-USAF-MDR-62597-1-2 
OOCIO: 37 37095 ·-·--· ----·-··· .. ···-····· 

f. 
l 
r 
I• 

I 

I 
I 
! 

' 

8 TOP SECRET EIDER 

practi~ally annihilated the· lst F.SM operations. Moreove-ri the squad

rcn strength remained lOi't until June 1948, l4 From the date the squadron 

was transferred to USAFSS_until June 19~0, the RSM strength was as 

follows: 

Month -
Feb 1949 
Aug 1949 
Dec 1949 
Jun l950 

Officers 

6 
6 

10 
11 

NOTE~ The squadron was operating under TC&E l-1027 wl:li-ch 
authorized 17 officers and 28$ airmeno 

Airmen 

106 
96 

184 
245 

Although the pel"l!onnel strength of the_ lst gradua.lir increased 

throughout F~bruary- 1949-June 19$0, the experience level of the. 

aadgned personnel continued to decrease. This resulte~ from rota

tion of experienced Air Force personnel and transfer. of' ~xperienced 
. . If 

Array perso:nneil 8 who w~re scheduled to be :returned to AS.kiMC by JO 

Ju.11e 19490 Consequently.D the RSM obtained J.:le'~m:lssion .from ASNPAC to 
; I , 

keep 27 Army personnel a ttaohed after the deadline in o~er to rrai.n-

ta.in m.in:l.1u\1lll sq'l:~dron opera.ti.one. Furthersi by November ~949, the RSM . . I . 
had--dete1-mined that 18 of its 19 experienced opera tors ;v-0,uld rotat! ' . I l 
by April 1950 and i'ou.r of its a.seigned offic~rs would ro!ta te by, March 

1$ ' 
19$0. Therefore~ ASAPAC again attached Ji:rtrr:r per:5onnel! (25 re.d.io 

operators) to th~ 1st R3M to relieve the peNormel,probllm· in opera-
.. . 11 

tions arni to provide employment for the personnel until !ft.I 

1
SAPAC 

. I 

11,. Hi• torir,a1 Da t& Report, 1' t 1511, l Feb - 31 Jul 194f l 
1$. Ltr to CO, USAFSS, SubJ! TDY to Japan and Pacific, 6 ~ru.."'l~ 1950. 

Sodo 7 •. , I 
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16 .· .. 
could absorb them. 

9 

~rsonnel (itq USAFSS/ODO). The USAF Seeu:ritt Service was established 

around a nucleus of l.1 officers &nd a sn:a.11 number of enlisted and civilian 

clerical personnel, the majority of which was fu:r-nished by ft~S.A,, When 

USAFSS became an Ai:r C~mnand~ it was authorized, exclusive ~f its as-

4 6 6 
17 

signed uni ts s 3 officers J> airmen,, ari(l ll civilians. From the d.a te 
. . 

of its m~-:ive .from .Ar,lington E'all to Brocks AFB \;.ntil 30 June 1950, :i:t.s 

<is signed strength was as follO'r'l's 2 

~~rsonnel Strength Headqua~ters· U~ 

·Apr 1949 
Dec 1949 
Jun 195'0 

OFFICERS Ail~JiilEN 1CIVILIANS 
•.-iill!S' -- --

48 130 . 30 
114 263 i . 206 

. I 
NOTEg 

157 · .. 438 I ! 3a1 

·This rapid growth in 19$0 resµlted from a persor.ne?- prioritt 
ci: Group I~ Precedence IP awarded USAFSS by USAF,! F9 Dec 1949. 

' 
The personnel buildup in the Directorate of Cperat.ions pegan in 

l 
l April 1949 and continued as follows: 
i 

~onnel Str~ng~h ODO 

bIVILH.NS 
111.-- .i.. -

16. 

MONTH 

Apr 1949 
Aug 1949 
Feb 1950 
Ju., 1950 

Qr::f.~~ERS 

6 
18 
50 
66 

AIRMEN 

25 
119 
222 

NOTE~ Th~ niajo:rity of the assigned peri;!:omiel, as of June1 19.s'C~ 
were i•ece!lt· graduates of $er-vice schools and were c-n OJT 
statuE •. j 

l 

17.. Hq USAFSS GO No. 3, 28 Nov 1948. 
-,:·." 

10 .. 
TIIB02'....-S~E~CR~ETf-tlEl1tttOE:-tt~R::.-·~,.,_ ..... ,, ''·"""·"' .... , ... ,,,,,,." , .. 
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Another faoto.r also in.fluenced the etteoti·.re utilization of 

ass!gned personnel during this period. Many trained psr>Scnnel could 

not b_e utilized because their cryptographic clearances Ji.ad not been 

cot11pleted G Av"ailable recc'.l:rds indicate the following p :rcg~ss _on 

USAFSS pe;rsonnel clearances during the period~ 

Pers<;:in~ Clearance Status, 1st RSM: 

MONTH -
Aug 1949 
Dec 1949 
May 1950 

Coronand-\'fide Personnel Cleararice Status: 

Ja:n 19~0 
Jul 1950 

?.1JM:SER CIE.~FED 

54 
96 

139 

281 
1376 

-

NOTE: K.ey personnel within the Directorate -of Ope:rat~pns during 
October 1949-J\me 1950 state that the nurube:.:- of:, indoctrina
ted ·pers·tllln.!1 htilized amour1ted to appr"Xi.11!.tely 48 per cent 
o! 'the assigned strength. 1 

\ 
l, 

!:acilit1es (1st_RS1!:) Fellowing t.he assigr;lll6n+, of' tha lst g>M 
. I' 

to AS.4.PAC in t-ee.limber ~459 the rnajori ty of the operatioiJ.1 equipment ! I . 
was destroyed by a fire which co.r..sumed the opel"ai:.ior'.S buiid.ing. The 

:-emaining facilities -nere a11g:nented during late 1947 by 4 lst RSU 

eonstructiOn program whic-h p:r~Vided the RSM c-11e rhombic l.r,_d sb: 
. I! .. 

sloping 11 V'1 antennas o Buildings housing the RSM i'aeili,es in 
. . I 

February 1949 ~e~ deemed adequate tor curr~nt needs, buy 1not for 
11 . . 

future :requirernentso '.l'he equipment~ non 'I'O!i:E issue in some instances, 

was v1*w~d s.s semi~findo Alsoi it ·~as ~lassi£ied as, "jJng in a poor 
- 18 I \ 

c 1::mdition as a retiult of '!lge e.~1 e:x::::,~nded op~!"<1.ttons." j [This handl.c.ap 

---·-.... - - II 
18., H':il!torical Data Report, ls t RSM, l Feb - 31 Jul 1'JL9. 
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was aggrav.s. t..e:! farther by shortage 0£ qualified .maintenan~e per·.:iormel 

during the first half cf 1949•. At one- time 11 the RSM had ·=mlJ or..e air-

rnan--a radio opera tor-who possessed some knowledge of radi•J mainten.s.rice o 

Consequerltly, he was pre~sed into repair serviceo 

MoreoverJ the actual location of the RSM was deemed poo:r. A 

high noise level faC'.tor :iowered the r~ception ei'fid.ency and the loca-. 

. 19 
ticn Of the A.r.tenna farm .created 11 conditions of inferior !'eO~ption. 11 

Therefor-e, sever-al !lite surveyo were c:mduct~ durlng t.he suit.mer of 

1949. As a r-esult of the ab6v.e factors, the R;:;;'"M requesteQ. FEAF to. 
• 2:';1 

obtain a site on Honshu Is:I..a:nd for reloca tic.ti of the Squadron. ·· 

Althou.gh the e.quadron was not relocated~ tr!'! reception .factor was 

improved somelilha.t during ·september 1949 by an engine~r:l.ng team .from 

Headquarters.? USAFSS. The team was able t,o lnc,:-e~se the in~ombg 
~l ' 

signal s t:rength, but. .zquld not ellmfoa te th~ QRN a.rrl QRM. ! ; D-.i:riz:,g ..... 
Octorer 1949.ll the RSM requested and r-eceived permission to e.$t?.blish 

. I 
an RDF imit at Misawa. The unit (Team 11 A11 ) tock over e.:d~:t-!Ag 

AACS/RDF facilities at Misawa on 26 October 1949. 
22 H:-~e·o;el.J. the 

~let.ype ci~uit. 'between Johr-.:Son s.nd Team "A!~ was -, ... ~c,, .. ,,.lled lt.n ... j': ___ · _ _;._,~~-~~, r __ : 

Historic~l Da~a P~port, 1st RSM~ Aug 1949. 

20. Ibid.. 

~· s Sept 1949. 

Thid." ~t 1949. -· 

'· i ···'i 
-*-: . .:... · · ·· 
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· u.te ~r:>vember 1949. Also, the squadron installe·d a telephone lint!! 

between Operatior..s Seetion and the "RDF eite near Johnso~ .. 

In November 1949 FEAF approved the estebl:tar:r.:ient Gf an RSM faci

lity at Wakkanaio This IJllitwas to be attached to an AC&W unit. 23 It 

ws.s originally scheduled to peri'onn a V1eathtr1r misdior... Howev-er, this 

:f.3.".:lility did not begin operations iL."ltil a!'te:- the Korean act.ion beg~n. 

Finally9 the ffiM a-:!qui.red.a ::.i:r-::;uit ~t?neen John~·::n-: and Headquarters.? 

'FEAF in October 1949. It already had ~ c:ircuit to Brooks AFB. 

Th9 RSJ! development effort immedia t..:aly prior t.o the cuforeak of 

host.ilities was directed toward impr·ovfag and augmenting existing 

f:!.cilities. The l!!Jt RSM had approximately 15 positfons installed when 

it was t-:ran.sfen•ed t,o the Ai.!' .Force. By April J.949 the '1..ns·talled posi-

tions had inc.:J'.'leased to 23. This figure was reduced to lii by late 
• • i I 4 . . 

No·iTember. Further~ only six of the pos.i tions v1ere beink utilized. 2q 

. In May 19503 the RSM had 14 (CW) P"dtions availAbl~ 1~~r' mission .assign-:

mento The pos!~:l.:;n:s were lncreasad t.o 16 by early J·1.m~l't1y the ir.stalla-
I I '. 

These tWb posi tiol"...s 

I . 
I - . I 

fl'ac!u ties ( Head•i'Ual .. ters USAF SSL O!Q) • .Al thoug.11 Headq ua rtl!rs , 

USAFOS l) ..,vas engaged. in r~habili tation of f'a.dli.ties at ~loks A:i:r 
11 -- '' --~-·--,-----·-r-1 

:?,3. !bid.,, No• l]i.;.9. '-...-- ... 

tion of TI'!ln •'JW po~itio?>s at ¥d.savi:a (Team "'A"). 
' ,.., ..,, 

we re ..,nly operated tv1 o-t.bir'd.s. ot the +,ime.""' 

I 
~5. M~:nc., Subj: Mint:tes of 6th Meetillg ·"':lf IPC, 10 Jul ,950. s.d. 8. 

11 
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F'.lrc~ Base t!ir-oughou~ 1949 » tr~e Dlrectcra te of Operatic~-i.s had obtained 

sufficient buildings and communications eqiJipr!lent by April 1949 to 

start operations, i.e., the Communications Center and .Field Cont~ol. 

During November IBM equipment for processing purposes '718.S 

procured and installed in ODO. Hence, during the first half bf 1950; 

the Directorate of Operations i'las primaI'ily concerned with improving, 

org.3.niz.!.ng~ and augme.r.t.::ng· existing facilities. 

OPERATIONS 

1fo~_r;:whilej the operational capacity of USAFS.S \'ias relativ~ly low 

in June 1950. It.a operational 

int:; CmJINT production concepts 

practices were influenced '::>y p!t'
1

e·;ra,il-
1 -

! ~ 
as well as by scar:::i.ty of fa~i1jities. 

I, 

In respect to tb.is lo. tter influence~· AFSA and USJi.FSS i z-e:~·:-n-::i l'e~ 
I' 

~ome of ·the C.:iffe:re:n:;.!s between their COMrnT prcdu·::t.5.on conceb:ts in 
·1 

March 1950 on the assiJ.mption that USAFSS would not be capable :0f ful-
1 

.i'i::i..lfat !·;_,s ir::Ls:;ion for l8 mon.th.s. I11 res;.ect to the pre-vai1ihg 

cau::rnr productior~ concepts» the cipe-ra t.i.:mal practices act.•.:iallj;:~ emphasi-

d Z r I te ' d . • Th ' . I "'f'' 2e. one ~1 n :.~icr• processl.!1g an repor-i;ing. ia:s i::, raw t:ra.1. ic 

r1as fo:-1;~rd;;:d b:r electri-::·al ruea:is to Zone tJf: Inte:rio~.· CG;iU~IT c/enters 

I! 
for- p:'.'.'o:eio:.~Lg. Theoretically~ the. p:!:'elimi!"1e.::-y rep-:ir+_,3 woald lbe nn 

wrly wamfog service. Yet, the d•te le"tel of U><s• report€ r
1

., 

{:- Ir>.fornat:Lon f11::-r:ished by ll/Sgt P. C, Vfrigh~!' Di..:::·e_-,,•.)rate -drj-;:ns 1 

USAFSS. ·sgt \'i::ig!lt '~as sent dow:r, from Af!$ in J~p~i: :i..9:.+9 ~0 help 
se~ up .t~e Cominunicati?ns Cente;r a~d rerr.!:f.r,ed i:J. c~a :.o .;i.s

1

slist 
Major k~_,:.:,•er 1!1 estc.b.:.ish1ng the Collect.iott Div.i.~:.o:n. I 

12 
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saldom 1.lnder 72 hours, Hen~e ~ USAFSS devoted some early effort toward 

de?eloping a t'ield unit COMINT production ·~apabilit,y. 

Qeerations. (lst RSM)~· One of the first functions of Squadron 

operations to be rehabilitated and re-emp11asized after the tl'ansfer 

of the RSM to the Air Force \'1as the analysis e.ctivit~r~ .to!• this 

funct.icn had a t.!"ophied somewh9. t under the pr;;nra.iling op;;; re tiona'! prac:-

t.i.ces. Du::ing Ap!'il 1949; e. 'fioaffic Analysis Section w.s~ r'ed.ctiva,-
. . 26 . . . 

·tedo It was producing Analysis Reports by July. ~. addition, the 

Evaluat.ion Officer, 1st RSM, began suppl~ng the A .... 2, FE.AF with a 
. . 

sm~ll ar.roun·t cf intelligence data du~ing this perloo.27 .Actually, 

the Squ&d.r:~.m submitt~d its first air :report to FE.AF in:iate June 
i; 
Ii · 191.s u • 

' i I 
During Se:.:;it>!mber-October 1949: the ls t RSM est.abli~h~i:l a Sup-

l I 
I I 

ple~ntal Rasearch Section (SRS) in Headquarters 1 FE'J...F} I& service 
. I: 

prevfoi•l;f agroed upon by the Co,.,,anding" OffOoor,. Id and t.~e A-2, 

FEPJ' •. This Section was manned by one offioer and thl->e tirmen. It 

waa scheduled to furnish the .A-2 dpe·:iial intalligence ~n'.fonna tion with 
. . 11 . 

other da t~ t,c pr¢rlde eva lti.a t•=d !ntelligence; AfJAPAC c1ejrtif'ied the 
. . 11 ore cf the Se:i~.•i·Dr1 as a. c:r.YPtog:raphic .Security .Of!ber a.j"1d supp::.ied 

u~e ,,;rr.vto-s;yStem for use between the SRS arrl 1st RSM. j~'1r:> oirouit 

•4M:I:_ .... ___ --' 1 t "' -

m..stQrlcal D.9.ta Report~ 1st RSM, l Feb - 31 Jul l9f?· 
27. Ibid.; Oct. '.!.949. . 1

11 
- I 
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in use was the one provided for transm:'..:ssion of :!.st RSM traffic back 

to the Zone of Interior. During November 19h9ll the Squadron 'began 

submitting Traffic Analysis Reports to the SRS eve:r·y 10 days.· The 

''· report.s were normally aircraft counts from Safety of Flight 'rraffic. ,. 

Mo1"1?over 3 USAFSS began ~la~ing requirements on the RSM for f.:.l;~ld :::'t:!ports 

which later developed into Dai,.ly Intelligence Summaries_, Ten•Day 

** Intelligence SUl'!llnar-ies, a'nd Item Reports. 

::!y October 1949 ~ the RSM h~.d established a .small cryptari.a.lysis 

eff.:;rt.--one officer and £our airmen. In addi ti.on, du~ng 08tober· 

19h9, the ls t RSM began :passing its tr&f:fi~ analysis rop·.,rts Ji Daily 
I' "'8 

Cove rage Reports~ Daily RDF Reports, and raw traffic to ASA~4C.'" · In 
, I 

turn~ ASii.PAC began psssing RDF Bearing Reports to the RSM ~.J., j~ugment 
! i 

the bearings being received from Team "'A" and the RDF Unit ri.~r 

Johnson .P.FB. However, the majority of the ASAPAC Bearing .JJorts · 
lat.er proved C•f little value in fulfilling USAFSS r"!quiremelk. Further, 

the h>ss of one RDF ·officer i;ind the shortag~ of equ.ipmsnt ab1 ~uali- · 

fied personnej. hampered the RDF Operations throughout DecemHr 1949. 

'I'bse latter fact.ors we[ie causing the RDF Reports from Team I 'rl A" to 
I 

-----"--------- I· 
Historical Data Reports lst RSM, Nov 1949. 1 

i 
~~ Inf'.l'H'!nation fumished by Maj, Jabe E. Bailey~ Directc!'ate of Plans~ 

USAF.SS. Major &iley was aseigned to FEAF at that. time I and ·vras 
ernp:!.oyed ir. the .A-2 activity in c an~ection with tl.:6 SRS t I 

-)i-~ InfonnaHon furnished by Major. Robert o. Brooks, Deputy I thief r 
Prcxiu·~tion, AFSCC~ Majo1~ Brooks was one of ·the kl=:r offieer-s i.n 
the AFSS rnal~is-:reporting effort. du:ring August 1949=J{;A~ 195CJ. 

. ! 
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arrive at Johnson three days late. Actually, the squadron was forced 

to borrow an RDF equipment :repair.man from ASAPAC to keeP, the aira1lable 

. 29 
11DF ;;.quirrnent in operation during this period. Finally, duri.rig 

December 1949, the Operational oontrol of the RS?-1 Comnti?iicati~s 

Section, as well a!3 all activity in the restricted area.,. was •;ested 
. . 30 

in the· Operations Officer. 

Hence 1 durlr~ the first 11 months of opera.Hons as .an Air Force 

-;,,u1i '$p the lst RSM had become mere than a pape:r c:-gani~s.tion. Though 

it was no+, !'ully manned or equipped, it was operating a :headquarters 

colle~tion (intercept) and proces::dng (analysis) fa¢ility which was 

producing.some intelLig~nce and technical data on Sovie~ Air targets 

for lJSAFSS_. FE.AF, and ASAPAC. Also, the RSM 'vas operatl.hg l'wo RDF 

i'acdlities and had obtained pemission to establfah a 1rTeather Inter-

cept faeili ty. · Finallzy-e the Squadron v.:ae operating an outlet (the 

i I SRS in Headquarters P FEAF) for.its COltINT p:rooucts. 
1 

1 

1 I Ac·t·ually. the State~o!'-Readines$ report, for the squadron, sub-
~ l I 

mitted 19 Dec~mber 1949, recoroed the following degree 01" combat 
31 11 

readiness: - 1 

.i I I . 16 , '~ ' }j ls t Rad o Squadron Mobile J ohnson1 James on1 / 3/ ~ /l0,11" 
Due :to personnel shortages,e training level of pers~qnel, 
and S'hortage of direction finding equipment, overall combat 
r11adiness of Unit estimated· to be 6$%. large nurnb~,f of 
airmen in OJT. status and overages in SSN plus seve:tlsh un- · 
authorhad SSH :requi!'ed for functioning of Scµadro:d !results 
in ~3% authorized personnel assigned •. Cornta.t ~ad.1!tiess 
of pers-::>nJ'lel 52% due to personnel shortages and erlslt:ing 
overages in unauthorized SSM. I 

29. ~., Dec 191!9. I\ 

30° illE.· l 1 
.31$ Ltr. 8 Hq USAFSS to Dir of Stat Svs, Hq USAF, 19 De·:: 1949. ,3.d. 9. 
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Add1.1tional operational progress v1as recorded by the 'l:s-t:. RSI! 

durlng January-June 19500 M a matter or record, the RSM intercept 

activity (on Soviet S~f'ety of Flight nets) had progressed to a 

point by early May 1950. that the e:x:!.s'ting commun1.ca ti.ens r aeilities 

back to the Zone of Interior we:i;e ser:!..ously overloaded. · Renee, 

the RSM discontinued transmission of certain types of chattel;' and 

com.11enced skeletonizing the traffic for trar...smiasiono At t1ha t t.ime 

the .:naj•Jr USAFSS ·an.alyt.ical effort, the 1st RSM and OOOs was in 

essence a tabulation or aircraft. callsigne heard on the navigational 
. " 

netr.orks and the for-mat of the reports 'vas similt.tr t.o a Tecl'l!llical 

Summary. In t.his respect, two or the 1st R...~ 1 s 14 positions •were 

devoted to the administrative nets :)f the Tenth Air Army thNughcut 

tr.e first half' of 1950.9 and f'i:ret priority was given +.,,o. the ~~ ... er·-,, 

c'ept and analysis of the most. eXploi table tra!":fi,:. 9 viz. ..... sot.Let Safety 
'. 
I . 

of ,_Flight chatter. • I l 
. I 

During March 1950:i the 1st RSM :received two Voice Inte.rcept 
. . 11 . 

opera.tors. Nevertheless, the squadron did not have the equi\~mentJ 

,.._-"acilitiea.11 :.r· assignment for su~h an operation .. There:fo~ej 't:he~e . I 
opera tors WeN a.ttaeh&d to the Navy for utilization .and tr-aining in . I 
voice intercept tecr.i.niques. In respect to this effort, t.he RSM 

• llcwed . one person, • t~!ck . c hi•f, to eJljJer!ment in voice in+ roept 

du.ring thia pe~od., l'his effort collected sane tower \~Ci.a ttL~ arid 

technio.ues which later. proved valuable o 

Fi~al~y~ in early June 1950~ the P..sM·~as charged with r~e res

ponsibility of al!.'rt r~porting by Hea.dquartersb USAFSSe Tr&sl directive 

'tGP SECRET EIDER 14 

No Objection To Declassification in Part 2013/11/19: MDR-USAF-MDR-62597-1-2 

l 

I. 



nocro~·o g~~c}~-~~gQ~g!~ssifi~ation in Part 2013/11/19: MDR-USAF-MDR-625g7-1-2 

18 TOP SECRET EIDER 

required the RSM to rep·:::rt unusual and 11 flash" t-ne actii;dt.y directly t,., 

the Major Theater Air Commands as v1ell as to the Zcne of Interior 

C01q:NT cen+..ers. It also placed emphasis on field evaluation i:r.1 

that it established different degrees of alerts and provided for 

increasing the frequency and precedence of the reports if the situa

tion warrantad such action.3
2 

As for the production capaci ty.11 or operatiorial readiness, of the 

1st RSM on 24 J1 . .me 1950» .. the Squadron His tori.an of that period 

33 
:recorded the fellowing retrospective observa tj_an ~ 

The intensifiC.9.tion of our activities and increase~ commit ... 
ments since the start of the Korean war has oroven concliisi
vely '.:llB.t the Squadron was not ready to bamle a wa:rtime 
mis st on. Had ;ve beetl: given an additional six mc.nths to 
acquire and train pe,rsonnel.11 establish our deta.chiDEmt.s, and 
organize U."lder a new ~" the Squadron could ba:•te l;leen ready . )·-
:f'or an.y event11ali tyo . The most serious d Uicierny 1Tc?.S pt:r-
sonnel ·- shortage of skilled personnel and shortage, of 
office1' and sup~rvisory NC0 1s. . . ·ii . · 

Tr..is estimate 'l'las supported somewhat by the Sq,1.i.adrcn Coi;n'yat Readiness 
· . . . Ii . . 
Report submitted 22 Jtme 19500 This report estimated the overall ef.fect-

. . . '11· 
ivenees of the unit at 65 per cent and the personnel reaaineas· at 

· 61 per cent. ThF.l primary retarding .fac.tor listi=d at thu
1 

.. d.ate was 
. ~ . 34 

clee.r~1i:c-:>s for essigned ~rsonnel. 
I 

32~ Hq USAFSS CIOP No. l, 6 Jun 1950; s.d. 10. 

3;,. Historical D:it!l Report, lst RSM, May-Jun 1950~ 

34. Ti7X9 Hq USAFSS to CIS~ USAF, Cite: SZ 469~ 22 Ju.n 19)0. 
a.d. ll. I . 

I 
I 

··-· 
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_Qpe:ra tior ... s (H.:adq uarters s USAFSS/ODO). The Direc to .. ~a t.: of Opera

ti<.:·ns .i> US.AFSS, was organized at AHS in FebruE.ry ·1949. Some of the 

Per·sonnel within the Directcra te of Operations were t:t'ansi'e~ed to 

Br·ooks AFB, du:t'.i.ng April-July 1949. Its immediate activity was 

directed towe.ro obtaining qualified personnel and technical M.ck-

llp docwnents and es t.ablishing a functional pl.an for ODO., The 

Directorate had been orga-n:i,zed with three divisions, i.e., Collectionll 

Proce3sing_., and Wea tiler. H·:>wever, the Weather effo1•t Ylas never trans-

fer red to Brooks AFB. 'conse:quently l> ODO was pr.111)3. rlly conce :med with 

developing the COM::rNT collectior.1 and processing effort. By Aug11st 

1949 i> the Collection Division had o~nized three branches-Field 

Control~ Raqu.irements .i> arrl C::,rnmunica tions. The Pro-::essing :Division 

·~ 
had al::. o crga.n!zNl three b:tat:\Ches--TA, CAs and TI. · Dlll'ir.g August, 

the proce:;sing Divi.!ion began "dry-run" operations on existing 

UO:.'\l'igati-;iv;.l traffic~ Which vter-e designed t.o t.:rs.in Civilian and 
military !l.n9.ly-Ets in the basic principles of Traffic Analyatj• *'-s

During Septembsr l949b the Processing Division prcduced ltslfi~t 
, I 

ir..telB.gence !'•):t USAF c .. :msumption. T'nis rc?p.:>1~-t was 11 r·e:<"<.p i ·:;f 
unuzual ~ctiv.ity -:;~ the .. ,----------25-x3------------1 
* Info:mation i''.U'·nished by Maj Wharton !... McGreer. 

was Gbief oi t.l1:~ C,::llection Division:> ODO at that 

11 ' 
Maj 1hG:r.i;.e:r 
t·ime. 

Informat:b:c .fl!:misheci by Mr·. Ge:;-a~d Shipman, Analyst fl.F~~c. 
Sr..ip!T;e:n was ~na 'Jf the fir-st fivf! airmen to a.rr:i.~ in OIDCD in 
194~ .9.nd was associ~ ted vd '.:.h the p=·oceseing sffor-t of tll~t 

I 

15 
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P.L. 86-36 
EO 3.3b(3) 

L 2sx3 jdur:!ng. i~2.0 S~~mber l949 • .3S It was based on 1st RSM 

tra.fl'i~ and ccmpiled aS a special project. It. did not represent a 

full operational status. 
3~ Two other reports were p ·ubUshed by the 

Processing Division during October, which were also basic Traf'f'1c 
I 

.Analysis Report.'!! on S<:>viet Navigational Air .. During October 1949, 

the Processing Division adopted an SOF> £or its repo'rts wlµch prescri

bed thre~ tY',,?eSll i..e. ~ Technical.\) Traffic Intelligence, and Spacial 

Inwlllgence •· A Traffic Analysis Section wa::i organized j,n November 

1949. It was worh.1.n.g on eix projects by the end of the mon th.11 which 

have been desc:r:ibed as basic Traffic Analysis .:concentrated primarily 

or. Soviet Safety of' Flight Traffic and some rudimentary ~orl<: on 

. * ' .. Soviet Leng P.ange and Tactical Air net traffic. Also8 ~uring the 
. . 

Sel=t.c~rnbex:...December period ar. RDF Braneh_g Machine Prooess:i;ng ·S=::tion, 
. . . i 

atrl Cryptanalysis Section~ were org.!lnized. 37 The early :RDF eff":.:•1.; 
I I 

was limited· to monitoring reports submitted by the .:::.st ~tr. The 
. ., i i 

b~'anch did r..ct begin plotting bearings until lat.a recembcir 1949. 

. 11 38 
Nor did. th.a IBM Sect.ipn begin ope:ratio:-.s until Jam:iary ll:,o. 
;:~;: Hq USAF:-:;c CO ls t RSM,. Subj~ Russian Air J;.~~;i·~ -;:el-

llgenca Sum::iary Number One, 23 Jan 1950. s.<l. 12 •. 1 

360 R:ist-c:rlcal ~a.t.s Raport, Directorat.e of Operations, J!~JO Sep 19490 

~t7 4. Ibid. 

33. Ibid·~ l-26 Feb 1950. 

I 
! 

•,} !n!oma+,ion furniShed by Maj Stanley s. Szumski, Direc:;tora te of 
Operations. Major Szumsk;i joined ODO in the Sutrll!ler df.l 1949 
and was associa. ".;ed with the embryonic USAFSS &-;al;rsb: effort 
.iurlng this period. I 

I 
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Som:: i:npr-oveme<.1t in ODO pr•:>d.uetio:n capacity ;vas re•Jo1,5..::d dut·ing 

the .first hE.li' of 1950. The IB'W: Section began oper-;ations in Je.m;.acy 

. on 2~.:.ut.i."'l.e Tr&.ffie Analysis LisMngs,. Daily Operator L~g Listings~ and· 

RDF 'Bea :r::.ng Lis tings. By la t.e Jar!U2I"Jt a seoor.d shift r..ad be.en added 

fa an. at tempt to deplete the backlog of traff.i.; which had :1ncreaa1.:1d 

to an a·reraga rate o:r 6:2"000 groups a dayo Ftl!'·t.her, a Traffic 

Ident.i.ffoaUon Branch was·established and a small re,dic· tel5phone pro~ 

jt..::t orga.nized. During Januaryll the overall analysis e.!'fort was ex-
. . 

· :fAnded to eight spec:tal projects and owrall product . .ion was aqcelsra-

ted by implern.er.tL"lg a seven-day work schedule in thei P:..,,:>cessil;.g Dh-i

sion., However~ administrative pr'1blems and lack ·or qualifie~;pe:rsc·n .. "'lel 

caused th:iJ:i schedule to be discontinued ill ?la.r.:iho 39 
i. 

Th:-c~:mghout the March-Ju.."1e pericds ODO continued to op;:.!'iptA3 under 

11 
tr.e c"~ncept of: pr-c·.rJ.d~.ng eiarly wa!."ning i'c1r Ai:r• Co:n~r..:fa and Forces. 

Its p~vfocticn pwctices al.so conti?rue<I to b• th<·SO al;;,,ady f i etl•t

·~r~0ci !) wi + .. h mmor a.iditio!lS, i .. ee:i tie Dir-e:::torat.e estaclishea a PVO 

unit d.xfog Aprii ~950 ani • Tnf.!io D;welcpment Section prik to June, 

L'1 thi.s respect. 9 !!.. .:.; '.IJ:;nY?.zy :;;;£ th0 opere.':.icna: e f'fi,_,i.en::y 9£ Of 0 

~li:madil!l tely p::.":i.or· ·tc .rr...ly 1950i :oornpi'le:i in July by a nev.'l:f bssigne:l 

. Chief. o:f th-: .Ar.,,:..lya1s Divis:icn, ODO, vi•M'Hd ";!'..;; lack of a. ·c~llrly de·

fined ;:rd.ssi~n as the p:r:i.mry fa.::tor retarding tl:.e :proouctit:'>ni br·-:-gr:;,5: ;;f 

t:ia'tt ~.:.::'.!.to At th;:.t time., ths office:.: sta°t"'.'d that t.he ODO p~Jx.::.:t!cn 
. . i 1· . 

a'.::. ti·;;{ ':.,y !".a:i ·;racilla. ted het11~en being P\.l!'~'.:.y a resear.:.h and iiackup effo ...... t. 

-~·11 

16 
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to doing all processing of all traffic submitted by the .RSJ 'so nie 

swnmary abo dis.closed that the traffio w~s arrlrl..'lg at 'Headq11arters, 
. . . , 40 

USAFSSsi normally 48 hours late a.nd ga.rbl:ed as high as 20, per cent .. 

During the V..a.rch...June period.o another analysis of the USAFSS. COMINT 

production activit:rll !::ompil~d by the Director ¢f Ope:r-ations for the Chief 

; of St.af.f.11 lJSAFSS_, estimated that the current USAFSS p:rodti.cts were o.f 

virt':l~.lly r10 value to a st:-ild.ng Air Fdrc.::j but that the intercepted 

ma teria.l ·~ould, 1£ exploi tad11 delir.ea te the working:3 of the Soviet 

Safety 0£. Flight an:l Air Defense Systeras and furnish aiN-raft . 
41·. ' . . ~ 

r,iharacte.risticsD . Tbe est;ima.te also pointed out tha.t ASA was already 

producing such intelligence .for the Air Force from traffic collected 

"by USAFSS because ASA had the production .capa.bili ty and {.!SAFS? did 

not. 

Air Force P..eguirements Regis teNd. . A great deai of ·.e ff•n•t 

e:.cpended by TJS.4.FSS during the early pa.rt of .1950 was dit,~cte4 tQY1ard 

integrating the TJSAFSS mission int~--:those of· other ilir C:~r.:nnandsj ioe "ll 
. . 11 

CONAC.1> SAC, FEAF.11 and USA.FE. Th:Ls was a. ttempted by de.terpiining the. 
\ 1 . 

. needs of the Air Col!lma.o::!s and diree ting the USAFSS developm?:lnt toward 
i 
l 
I 

According to the records availabl.e at ~adq:.iarters ubAFsSJ) the 
. . 11 

first :t'ormal COMIN'l' :reqdrelller.t was placed on USAFSS by ff AF 11 ~ope, 

. . . I 
4o. R!tR3 OAD to ODO, ATTN: Col Lai:tl.; Subj 1 Summary of Problems 

· OAD,, 2? Jul 1950. :s.,d.,· l.30 . I · 
41., F!istoriedl D.ata Report, Director:tte of Ope1'lltions 9 · 1 Mar --

30 Apz- 19$0~ . I 
. ! 
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18 Octcter 1949. Thia requ;!:rement.was for general intelligence which 

might indicate the imminence of hostilities.
42 

Howevers informal 

liaison between the lst RSM and the A-2!> FEAF 9 predated the US.AF, 
. . . 

Europe request and served the i;;ame purpose. The next requirement 

was placed on OSAFSS by AFOIN in early February 1950. This r~uirement 

was for info:rma tion concerning the Soviet Long Range Air Force, .Atomic 
. ' 

Ener.gy Fa.cili ties P Wea the:r, Air Defense System, and Air Research and 

Develcprnento At the same time~ .AFOIN instructed USAFSS to "in:ipress 

upon the appropriate agencies in .the most positive terms that'the 

nead fo:r this. information is of utmost urgency and in the fiJ11:!.l analy

sis most'vital to US Security0 "43 

In early March 1950 9 SAC, also placed a requirement m USAFSSo 

This request was for- positive inform::ition c.n USSR targets in t,he 

interior. At. that tirne sAC stated that the COMINT being received 
. . 44 . : i 

waa satisfactory for the peripheral areas. In addition» H~ad-
. · 11 

qUs.rt6ra USAF published its general Air Intelligence Bequirer[nts 

c.n 27 April., These requirernents were listed by prioritysi thi first 

of Which v1as 11 in.ti";.lligence on the· Soviet Ur1:!.on and its Sa tel•H.tes 
. . . . 11 

Yihich directly affect the secur1.ty C•f t,he Continental United\ !States 
· 4~ · · I 

against Air Attacko~ J This was further broken down as fol~°f's: 
•.· .. -ii 

4~. Ltr. s US.A:FSS LO s USAFE' 'IO CG USAFSS s Subj ; USAFE List o:ii1 Indica
tion~ cf Imminence of Hostilities~ 18 Oct 19490 s.d. 11· · 

430 Memc, for .AFSS by SRB 9 Subj~ COMINT Requiremerits[J 20 Feb 1950. 
Sod. o 15 o . J j 

44. Ltro~ Hq SAC to CG USAFSSi Subji Communications intel~~gence 
Requirements)) 8 Mar 19500 s.d. 160 . . . ! l 

45 . .o 1-tr-o.1o Flq USAF t..0 CG USAFSSs Subj: General Air !nte.t.lig~.ce 
Requiremer1ts by Priorities 9 22 May 19500 Sodo 1.7 • 

. •· 
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1.. ·soviet Air Capabilities against m.~ersea.s units of the 
USAF Strategic Mr Forcesl) Cv~se.;is air bases of strategic 
L1!portance, and lines of co:nnuni~ations necessar-~ ~or direct 
support. of the Strategic Air Yiss1.on. 

' 
2. So·viet Air Defense Capabill t:tes ~d e f fe ct:livenes s. 

During May 1950» one other ;direct requirement and one indirect 

. :i:~quirer.ient was placed on USAFSS. ·The latter me, s ubm:i.tted by GHQ, 

Fs.r E!.st, to the Chil!l.f, ASA.PAC" on 9 :U.ay, primarily -concerned th.a 

lt!t R.:\M. This t.<equest in.Structed ASAPAC to take necessary <!.ction to 

· aec.ure the mud.mur:: obtainable irite:r-:;iept eoveraga on Soviet A:i:r·-

grvu.i."ld voice t"a~'lf;L'liseions a:nd Chinese Con:munist Mili taty a.r..d air 

communications. At that time, the Chief, P&E Bra.nch1 TI Division, 
. 46 . 

wrote: 

'!t. ·is prob'lble that' the Chinese ".::omnnm:!.s ta wi:!.1 at;~mpt 
the invasi•:rt. of Formosa sometime b'3tween early- SU!l\in'er and 
the end of the yea:t<o In dew of the i\trther stron1g' pos
::-ibilit.y that the strategic planning and tactical lelx:ecu
tion of rJ·uch an a~·sa.ul t will be t.nder the supervis!ipn of 
Soviet adv:i.aors, the observable e.:x:temal feat-..ires h'¢: the 

· operation.s may rei'lei:zt .current So-vi.et c.onoeptlons Ct· joint 
employment or !-:roes.. 0 • 0 • l . 
·The letter also informed ASAPAC that the 1st ES?Iw~s esfab~ish:lng 

a mobilo unit to f""1l to" .So vis£ air-ground voice tr•,,.fi•i,.;.., and · 

suggested th.at ASAPAC coo::dir.:&te the exp~oita·Uon With 11e· RSM to · 

pr<?vent unnecessar-J duplication and to insu:.re that the k.rorts 0£ both 

organizations wer~ ·!OmPlimentary and .mutually beneficiaU Ft!rther9 

' . . ·11 . 

46. ttr~.P APO )00 (GHr,J> FEC) to Chi~!', .AS.AXAC;, Subj; 4~unica
ti·;,ns In t~lligence Rsquu·ements of GHQ_, FEC, 9 Mayj 195(). 
s .d. 18. 

I 
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t~:.; 1':d:,+,.-.,,;::- iris true kd AS.APAC to discontinue subnlissior.. of COMPIT 

!iummarlas which :reported t.he resul t.s of traffic analysis of the 

lst RSM bte:ro.ept 0£ S·:>viet .air-ground CW cont.act.s~ beoause tf.le RSM 

.,,~'.S: alresdy fulfilling that :i:-eqilirement. Lasts ths letter est.ab-

lished the forma. t and contents of 11 Voice Intercept Report and 

~quest~ed frequent liaisan am.::mg members of ASAPAC, lst RSM, and 

T'ne direct requirement was placed on Heaq·~r..;arters !i USAFSS, by 

fi·::>a ti on of the im:ninence of h·:'.)stili "t.ies ~:::rl specifically ;l.nd.ica

t1.:ms of a S?viet a t•t.9.ck ugainst the continental United Sts.t.es ."
47 

OIJer·ati0na'l Control (DeBree of Autcr.iorny). The c.ontro:. £J.nd 

direc'bi.:,n of USAFSS i'ac:!liths and effort. imrned1a.1:.:!:y fol].:Y.vtng the 
, 

tn:i.r;sfer of the R:'3'M~s to USAFSS wa.s natu:::t.tlly reflected ln t~ J,.ir 
'\ 

Even the USA..."'SS mbi:d.cn tetter 
, l 1 

:;.rc,,;·ided ~·-:·:!..' field eY:p'!.oi"::.aticri and seI"'J'ice by the RSM~,'l o Ai.J.:;,I) 
, I' 

the RSI-iPs .,,,:;.!"·i: i:.:-.ar-ac t;';:ris ti.:a1ly sens.1thre and responsive ti ltheL· 
;,i:i·~:n:ipal theater corit:n::m.z::·s. At one point., USAFSS w:as col1$!d~:ri:-1g 

,. .. ·1·· '·"' .,l ' ""h .__ '· ""O an1' _ ... ""-. .~ .. ~~ nu~e-'•n· ..:-n-::: p·:-1s.-,1oi. l.;;.·"i,' ......, .... a.:.. cv11ng v eav:-:r a:i..:\\ ... C'i!"!.I ,....,,.: .. :'}·~··-!) .. ..;a.-..:.. ... .J.i::,;;"J.·-·· 

aHignmer.t• •&<Jnst ;o per cent of the llSll fad.litie>. l11i• 11l'l'• of 

operational ccn.t"L'•.il d,");::.t:<':ti'..I.:• gensrally preir:i.il•!d u::-it.il the cfeation 

of AFSA. 

!~ 7 c- Lt!·" .r: ti.1 ;' CON.AC to CG, USAFSS s Su't.-j ~ 
Ii".lqu~remsr"ts, 17 May l95C.. .s.ri. 15~ 

C.ommu:;.ica tions 
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H,:i•1wevers the promulgation of JCS 2010 arxi 2010/6 thso:;.~eticall.,.,. iJU'h= 

ordbated the Air Force COMDIT .Activity to a national COMINT agency 

(A.FSA) t>...'l'l.d, officially charged the Air Fc~e. with th!! respcnsibili ty 

of prc.ivid:lng the national COMINT agency wi U1 ce?"tain fadl.'l -t.i!!s. 

Before the e~d of 1949 AFSA began exerting. som~ ini'luenc~ en mission 

;.ss~gr~errts by reviewing such as-signrn~nts and placing others via 

Feadq·Jlirters~ USAFSS. This long :i.-ange or stroatcgb i:1:terest of AFSA 

som~:.irr.-cs ·~&'J.l:'ed its intercept asstg:nmer..~ against .HS.M facili tie5 

to be viewed a.s relatiYely unimportant from the U-.ea ter .r. .. :quheme.nt 

s t.mapoint .• 

Although t.he 26. P.SM <1-nd its chief 1:onsumer registr-r.eid except-ton 

I' 

It is felt ·t.ha t" a freer hand should be gb-sn the vPe1ra tional 
personnal of this organizaticn to control the prio:rf!ity of mis
sion assign:nents. 0-,,;r· cont::oibutions t.'.) the Far E'asltl Air Fo:;:-::;es 
(pra.ctic.slly the only results of our work ·l"lhi..:.h. a:::e· +kr,c-,..n out
side our cxrn crgar.ization) depend almost entirely c

1nl 01.1r ob~in
ing gocd and complett: ·::0v.erage on cert.Jin missions.J j Yet, thP.se 
rr.iasioz:is WP.re plar.:ed in number 8 and 9 priorit'y ·:.y Headq,~ar+,er~f 
Urd ted States Air Force· Securi ~y Sen-1.ce. • • • Bei~!-:i.u.se cf th€ 
shortage of t.mi.ir1er1 operator-3.P it was e:itrEm.=ly difo.fd.cc!lt a:, 
time·. a to obtain -this copy whi·~-h we feel :ls ...-'.:. ta.l tell our· in-
flu<=:~ice and reputat.icn, . 

i)1.1:>ing late Februa:cy 19)0,ii an AFSS Ir. tercept Planning Comr:ii tt.:;e . 

~as eB·te bU.hed wit Mn ODO to "pl.an for cm.am mi2 s lon +~ignmen t•, 49 

ha. Hi::; tori cal Iht3. Rep:)rt~ lst RSM,, De.: 1949. 

s.tl. 20. 
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T:t.;ls ccm.mitt;e was active thioughc-..:.t the first ~1al.f.' c.f 1950. ..!. t. l:it~r 

·::.o:,:Dmi: th; US1:.FS5 agen.:.y l!lCB t concerned with !'<::solution ;;>f the J.FSA-USAFSS 

missio:i. :i.ssigr:::e:1t proposalsd ActU9.lly11 the .i'irst f\":>:crnal cor:r.:r-ol and 

processing ag1-eement adcpted by I.FSA and USAFSS -r-e~ulted f!:'':!irl. sever-al 

W1£·eks cf negotiations concerning a suitable 1nte!"'prat;1 t:!.on of JCS 

2010/6. ·Tl'!e ag:l."eementr adopted early ir. May 1950s allowed AfSA to 

~onti.'.'ol direc:tly lO pe:r· cent of the USAFSS posi ttons (CW) and pertioipatF. 

ir. the Cont:roi (fu:n·.ieh tec<tll"li:::al backup directly ~md p:La.ze· Intercept 

i:::ssignments via USAFSS) o.f 3:~-1/) per cent. of t.."':le reir.ai.ning 90 pel" cent 

cf L'SAFSS mchile in~?O~pt. facilities. In addihion; \JSAFSS WQ'..1ld for'-

?::i . .;;h •::'.":p:l-e'3 of nll of its interc~pt to AFSA unless A.FSA ~ t:p'<l.iated a 

* ~;:i;-:if:k exc~pi:i.:.·n. Act.u~ll,:.r, th~ ie .,1.::.es 'i'lhich r~t~1-de.:l the pror:n1lga'· 

In ~ion te: ccn-
I I 

,I !. ; 
tr<:;l ,:>f oo~~ler:.ti::·n facilities, the a.greeme.::.t. :ii.d ::i:b,1rg.:-. U::te .L8'1: R.5h 

wi:.·:·, the ~cle respoC'.!.sitilit.y of i.::cverir.(.; ti·;e Rns-'~- F"' °Et8JJ_.r. N:: 
. ;:: .'.<:.-. c; ' . rr· . -

11 
J·i.li"l.e 1950, tha ~PE-Hl ti Gr.a::. c.::.r,+..:rol .:::.)ncep:- wH·l1'!ln ODO 

had b€'~orne .somev1r;.a" .similar to the one advoca"..ed ·r.y t:-.e :..:i-:. f!i in 

i . 
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December 1949. During June the Control Division, ODO, stres$ed the 

necessity for pel"mi tt,ing · squ~dron comrr..ande rs rns:xirnu,'Tt conit?-ol of tbei r 

opera tion:al d~tails and pointed out the t ODO should furni.:;;h onl;}' tAich

nical advice and guidance of· a general nature" Further, the. Cor.mia.>id-
.. 

bg Officer, 1st RSM, again i.nformed USAFSS that the, mission assign-

men ts presented a problem. in allocation of positions, vi:t • .., s,o;:::ii;: cases 

~ould ba given.24-hour c:overage to the e:<elusion of ci:bei·.::. within the 

same priority. At that time: AFSA was. advocating a :rigid. 13.asr.-h.,,urs-
' 

per-daj' pos1 ti on control which USAFSS did' not' care to .aqopt. Conse-

quently.., the lst P.SM was instructed to use its own c1i·at1~ticn in ·norldng 

out details of position allocation.52 

Intsr· .. .;Service Rel.a. tions (lst nsM). Following the tr<ansfer of the 

lst fl.SM to USAFSS_, a division of responsibilities (in.1e~ept.~ proceasings 
Ii 

and s'ervicing) was accomplished by ASll.'PAC and 'the sq':.md:r.1-ou., Ir:. addi tionJ> 
. 'I 

. . 'l 

· ASftJ>AC allOYied experienced army personne 1 to :rem in wi tt.Ji~-i the ls t RSM 
" . . . . l 

for several weeks in order. to maintain minimum opera tionb1. FU.:rtherrnore.11 

dudng 1949 1 ASAPAC trained many Air Fo~e persrmnel in l.kchnical spe~ial-
. . . 11 . 

ties. In this respect, ASAEAC trained the pers on..".l el wh 01 established the, 
I . 

. . ·· I I · 
first cryptanalysis effort of the RSM. 'ASAP.<tC- also furnished 11'.any of 
. · $3 11 
the supplies necess~cy for the effort. . . Moreover,, AS.U:Af p~ovided the 

RSM with equipment maintenance persohnel and experienced[ s;erators 

during '.!Ate 1949 to petmi t the squadron to maintain "'"'"~t.m RDF .:tn~ 
intercept Operations. I· 

53. Ibid., 1st RSM,, Oct 1949. 
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Furthers t!",e RS~,{ mair.tained close liaison with th'!; .~--2.~ IT.AF~ 

Heedqua.rters, .5th Air Force, the 314 th Ai:r Di-.1.S:ton, a~.d Ifos.dquartarn 

. 35-th Fighter Wing throughout 1949. Concerning this rel.a tion:si.J..p the 
c'4 

S i·;.::d.r·on Historian wrote:,.., 

All the above, without exception.P have been most -:.:icpe:C'8.tive 
and any reasonable request has been given p.r·oper a tte11t.~on. 
The sq:.i2dron has a go6dwill whi.ch on many o·::-.~sj',or..:s has [proven 
invaluable, e .g • .D the 5th Xi' assigned AP ~s t.o the squadron 
on de.tached service in the sul"!l!rn?'r 1".>.f 1949. · 

Regarding CCli!INT inter·-service relati.o!1ships~ action w;~s beg~1n in 

O::t.ober 1949 to establish a r·egular rneet.ir:g of cperations pe):'~onne:':. 
I 

from the ls t RSM~ ASA.PAC: and Na~ry. This idea wno imp1ernr:n te;i ?l1d the 
'! 

in.i tia.l meeting was held 2? Ja_num'Y 1950 to 11discu::;s mutual ;t.rchni:;s.l. 
. ...,., I I 

.. . ~ . i . , . . . te- ~ . .,; .. ? Th I 
01v~re.,.l.Ol'.::a.!. proo ems in commun:ic~.'t:&.ons :i..n .l..i..:&.i:;e;.r~-::e.· ~ e pon-

ferences co11t~~rn;ed tc ha held frequentlv at .1st RSM. J\SAPJ1cJ ~nd 
, . • r'. • 1 · 

Yokosuka (rJaq) throughout the first halt of' 1950/ 6 I 

540 Ibid • .1> ...-.,.... 

,..·-· Ibid·., :;:;i • _., 

i-' /' 
'Do ~-~ 

lf!t RSM:-

Jan-Feb 

!!ay~J~..,, 

!fov 1949. 

1950. 

195'..1. 
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CHAPTER II 

~-Day to 31 December 1950 

Only six months and five days elapsed during this period, accord.:.. 

ing to the calendar~ Howevep, according to the 1 chronicles of man, 

rr.any concepts,, ideas, and practices relative to the military situation 

and operations in Kor-ea also 'became items of hist.orical importance only. 

-This statement ·is especially applicable to the science of commiUilica-

Uons intelliger.ce as practiced by the Air Force on D-Day. 

COMINT COGNIZANCE AND CONTRIBUTION 

Without some knowledge and understanding of the COMWT production 

concepts and capability en D-Day:i the following account of COi!INT 

awareness, ~actions and contribJtions during the first three weeks 
. I 

.-,f the conflict would sound unduly amateurish. However, in vii;:-w of 

the r-estrictive philosophy, mili tacy ccncepts and COMINT capabil!. ty of 
I I 

that period,!) the account should sound quite professional. i I 
, I 

I . I' 
;s _i RSM USAF SS Rea cti one • On 25 J u.ne the ls t RSM in.f v!'me ~ He!ld-

. • I I 
~ I \ 

quarters,p USAFSS, about the invasion ... and Hea.dqua:::ters, USAFSS1 on the 
. 2 I 

same day, :replied as follows: · 

2. 

. . I 
Refur TS-0-'4!' submit four times daily, until return to n<p~.al, 
ope:re.tional reports covering cond!.tions· enumerated in reference 

11 

TWX.11 lst RSJ to Hq USAFSS, Cite: TS.;.O)u, 2, Jun 19.SO. l 
TWX~ Hq USAFSS to CO 1st RSM, Cite ST-769, 2$ Jun 19)0. sJd. 23. 

. . 11 

HQS USAFSSTSCN:J ~Sl~95 

CopJ: l ....... _. .... o:. 1 CQ..Ji-es · · 
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message including results of special search for ColiI!ilunist ·Air 
ac ti vi ty in Korea. Devote minimum of two positions to Korean 
Coim1unist air activity search, exploiting arJy favo#ble results. 
'fferor'f] will not .exceed two addi ti.onal positions' making D. 

total of four positions ma.Xi.mum. Current mission ass;i.gnr.ient 
priority listing cut from bottom to accommodate Korea."1 activity. 
Especially desire any so1id indications of Comnunist Air-Ground 
support. Check.with ASAPAC and Yokosuka to detemr).e pos.sibi
li ty of ground circuits developing into air~ground circuits. 
Also· advise if ASAPAC had advanced infonnation of Korean Com
munistic attack and if yes, did ASAPAC alert you? Sole basis 
these instructions and questions by this Headquarters is news
paper repo~ts. ·If press reports in this countcy exaggerated, 
you are authorized to modify these instructions tc donfol"!n with 
infonnation available. · · 

FEAF/ASAPAC/lst RSA!'Reaetion. On 27 June. the SRS, E;EAF, informed 

3 the 1st RSM that: 

Deputy for Intelligence has· ordered that lst RSM go ;into a full 
w~r alert sta.tus.., effective immediately. All indica;tions of 
impeooing hostilities should be kept .in mind at all times. Any 
information of Soviet movements 11 especially .during 'the next ' "'1 
24 hours should be sent .immedia Uily. Information which per... ...J 
ta.ins to Soviet m6vement against Japan should be sent ·nFlash 
Precedence"o This office will be open ar1y hourp d~y or night, 
to take care of incoming messages •. : :-

.. 
The following dayJ> 28 June,, the R3M fot'Warded.to FE.AF a repo.:-t on. 

the activity of the· 3rd Long Range Air Army and queried ~SAPAC and 
: I . 

Navy en any reflection they might have noted on impendi~gl hostilities 

prior to the launching of the North Korean invasion Th~1 same day · 

ASP.PAC replied' 
4 

. • i I 
No obvious indica. tions i:h traffic intercepted .of Ko!rba.a Com
munist attack. Noted radio silence on voice tran$mliksions 

·~--.~~~~~~~~~~~-!!~~-
.3· TWX, SRS, FEAF to ls t RSM, Cite: MH-113J 27 Jun 195'0. s .d. 24. 

4. TIJ-0761 28 Jun 1950. 
I 

. I 
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22-2 6 June, with a Hence 9roken·27··j~;;~ ;xcept~f or .fol

~:tf ;1 in,?.!9:en:ta~·afr circuits.)'V.ere'~omal: 25 ,Tune I 2sxJ ··Station .Ilog, bel~_~yed no be ;n Kanko a:ea~ »was 
· ;:; th.a norml .• -·Oii 26 June slight traff10 in- . 

crease on 2sx3 · sfrice message No. l..i6 ;~as observed. ' 
Number norma y no higher than J0-35. ,. 

~ .. _; 
.L. 86-36 

EO 3.3b(3) 

A message 'from the'SR:3.11. FE.AF to the 1st RSM on 29 June i."1qicates · 
.. 

there was no COMINT pre..:warning of the North Korean attack froin either . ( 

of the three Service agemies. and the status of the cul'rent COMINT 
. ,,.. 5 

service to FE.AF o The mesa a gr!: follows 1 

During the r~~Uo s.ilerice of 3rd Long Range Admi.n Net, wha.1; 
was ae:tivit.y of the 9th and 10th Air Army nets; 'When air--i 
craft •1ere being heard on ur)k.nown rrequency,,, Ylhat was the; 
s.ctivity on other nets,; would the possible recon type ai+"" 
era.ft be· transport t.ype to trans.fer material to North KoreaJ 
which may explain the uhknown frequeni::y? Information in. ' 
yo~r message /nepo!'t .on 3rd long Range ActiVity forwarded to 
SRS, FEAF by !st RSM on 28 Juny quite interesting.I' I!equest 

· · an analysis of 9th~· 10th and 3rd ~ong Range Safety of Fl:f.ght 
nets for C!i>mpa rispn · w~ th this ohe /aoove :report on 3rd tong 
Range7 arJd th.at d.a.q . .y summary of aircraft days for each net. 
New S"ubject: SSO first d.n.formed that Yokosuka reported a$ 
of 06JOK that all nets h.?.d become silenh.. No times were· i 
given. Can you oon.firm·or has he just woke· up to your 3~ 
Li:Jrig Range activi t,y? This is first informa. tion from Yokof!uka 
to GHQ and as yet none .f'rom ASAPAC since Korean incident1: : . . . . I 
USAF/USAFSSL1at RSM Rea·ct.icns. .Meanwhile_. Headquarters, lo/SAF, 

• I! 
re~istered its :reaction on 28 June. At that tirn<!,~ ffi:adq·aartei.J.~, USAFSS 

6 I . 
sent the followL11g message to the lst. RSM: ., I 

USAF ia ex.t,!"~me'.:.y ·iritere.sted in riabtaining .fullest poss~'tile 
coyerage of Soviet Air rorce activity in the Far F.ast for 
any reai::tion to u.~. °Forces in Korea. · I 

....... _ ....... 

fOP SECRET EIDER 
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USAFSS also forwarded a list of' known North Kor·ea.n airfields 

whiQh were ?l.'I I I airfields. 

i'ollows., on 30 June/ 

Consequentlyi> the ls t RSM ;reuli.ed as 
·-·~- ~ ~,,. ·- ... ~ .........._._'._ 

:Amber alert';1 no change.· Summary e.nd an!lysia of Koirean si tua
t:i:on to date follows. Analysis of tra.f.f.'ic since Korean offen
.sive began on 2$ June has failed to show any did'inite trends 
to the effect that Sortet forces are going to suppo+t the 

·North 'Koreans in any active all-out manne,r., It is b~1.;l...ev:~ 
that the Soviets did not expect· the. United Stite·s"t9 inter
vene with armed might •. • • e 

' .,·' 
FEAFLRSM/Na!l Reactions •. Finally, ~n 14 July, SRS, FEAF ~ queried 

B 
the three COMIN'I' agenciE".s. on the North Korean Air Force; as i"ollol'fs: 

8. 

CG FEAF urgently requires the .following inforroat1.onp ':Vhere 
are the aircraft of North-Korea based; if. camouflaged fields 
are used where are they located; are air-crG.ft f'ly-f_ng to 
Manchuria or other parts i'or re-service or refueling and 
then returning to North' Korea for combat; if so, f:rom what 
fields are they using .f?r: re'-service; assuming radio silence 
is absolute~ ·wnat !j;.elds in North Korea were for:nerly engaged 
1.n heavy ciiiora:f·t ··tra:f;:fio~ · Probably best indica tio~s from 
yo-.1r source a re air movement.s into or out of North: Korea; 
drC'l'"aft heard con tac ting ground stations in North Korea or 
near airf'ields adjacent thereto. Even though traff'~c :t·oday 
may be at a standstill, what is your· estimate as to, airfields 
most frequently contacted prior to hostilities? Pll!!ase list 
all indications and label firm, probable or possibi~· Thi's 
informa ti.on will be checked with open source ma terl$.l. Nega
tive or positive report 1s required at llOOK 15 Jul:f"· Please 
Pass to ASAPAC and NAVCOMwith request for assistal.il~e if 

' I I necessary. 1 • 

11. 

Tll'X, lst RSll to Hq, -USAFSS, Cite• (Nono) 30 Jun. 195il, s .d. 28. 
. I . 

TlfX» SRS) FEAF to,CO.lst RSM, Cite: MH 117 1 14 Jul 1~50. s.d. 290 
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Th~ RSM passed the request on to the oiher agencies and, 

on 14 ~luly~ replied t.o SRS, FEAF, as folloi.ivs: 9 "Send us the 

·:'.lpen source material so we '11 know wt.at and ?!here to look.,tt 

Although ASAPAC ar.sweredj the message was not available to the · 

writer. However1 the Navy~s answe:i;, f;iven on 15 July, was as 
:o 

.f'·::·lkws: 

Th<! only recent in.forma.tior,. ::;egnrding ai.r ba._ses en 
North Ko:r·ea. adja:;;e.nt at'eas i:1a.s de.r-ive.d fl'."vl'!l . s t"..ldy of 

!.';;~~~t·~~;~';,.4'£~~~=i =::;::i.et '.!Z::•i!:'." '.5/ 
prior t.:i hostilities. These ~ rc3•aH• were indicated 
as using the f ollowin·g air bases ~ Firm i Heijo, Kanko 
and Genz.an., Probable~ Seishin and Shingishu.. Pcs
sible: Rashin and Jc.shin. There have be.en no." in.dica_; 
tions C>! Sovi~t Naval air activit.7 in No:F,:-,h Korea 
since .Ji!'.n1::.ary 1949; when f;J,ight.er regiments based at. 
Ge:::!iau were apparently disbanded or tr:ansferTed to 
:.t.h.~r iz,,lmcwn bases• 

·:t-
Summa~ Co!lllnent.s: . T!i·ils," spoke tb: voi~e of established 

COMINT d\:.ring t:r.e first three w~eks of the Ka~ea11 &c~ion. This· 

voice could well be the echoing emphasis of our-:r:er.t :1.r.telllgi:n~~ 
' 

co:r,cepts and requirements and t.red!ti.::r.al p:::-ac~•i.-:;es which con-1 
I " ' ~ 

c.entrated ma'rl.t'u\llll ef.:fo:r-1:· on Ruaeia.n Navigati<mal n~ts and 

sa:::..:rif'iced depr,h o.f ana:ysis in the .!ie'.:.d for_ Volu.~· T/A .g_t. . . 
I 1 

the Headqua.~~~:velo The e:;.-.f!eC'tt:d tip .. o.t'i' did r.c.t, S..IJpear ol I 

I . 
10. TWX,9 NAVOOM t.o CO_, lst RSM.s Cite~ SMJ~ 15 Jul 195C. s.d. ]~o 

.; I 1 

35 

... } 

* This S1.1!1l!TJG.:?'Y repr'esents the ~ombined opi!".d.or.s of many of the 
US~~.F.SS persor.:1el of that and subs~qu~nt periods as e:x:p~ss~d :l:in 
the -~u-i ous dozum('!nts researc~ed by the Historian &nd expr~~ sed 
to the Histor·ia~ personally. 11 
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.L. 86-36 
£0 3. 3b(3) 

No Objection To Declassification in Part 2013/11/19 : MDR-USAF-MDR-62597-1-2 



No Objection To Declassification in Part 2013/11/19 : MDR-USAF-MDR-62597-1-2 
uu~iu: ~,~,v~o . 

36 TOP . SECRET EIDER 

navigational nets. Hence, F'E'.AF had to ask a lot of ques·tJ.ons whose 

answers should have been provided long l::efore, and AZ"Jr;!~ ~vy and RSlt 

had t:::i look for the answers in Russian traffic, a..'1.d the Russian traf-

fie did not furnish indications of the North Korean offensive. 

INITIAL USAFSS APPROACH 

Although the lst RSM organized a COMINT team for deployment to 

Korea immediately after being alerted by FEAF on 27 June:, the ini

t~al _approach to the newly created Air Force COMINT problem was ori-: 

ginated at Headquarters, USAFSS. By 29 June the 1st RSM had not 

received authority to establish a COMJ:NT effort in Korea.· Cons<!!-

quently, FF.AF wired Headquarters USAFSS and requested a ser.r.i.ce in 

* Koreao 

Project Willy. As a con.sequence of the above wire ~~d the pre
! I 

vailing concept of CO!vITNT production and dissemination,, Headquarters» 
. I/ 

USAFSS adopted an interim approach to the problem. This\ rrel asu:re 'W!\S . . I 
designed to obviate the necessity for placing indoot:t"inaN·d i:ersonnel 

in a positicn sus.Jeptible to capture by the er1enr; nn::l toj twnish 

Nort,h Korean taotical voice information for combat opera nons of the 

* Tnfo!1ll11ti on furnished by Ma.jor Jabe E. Bailey. Major I }jiailey 
assisted 1n preparation of the messages £or the A-2, FF.AF. 
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5-t-h Air Force. It. was established in a wire to 1st RSM: on l July, 

"flhich l! +..!. ted: 
11 

Hs.ve obtained air priority 2-D for Captain Che.rles Willis 
aa'.l Lt Edward Mu:rray who will arrive Fdrfield~Suis'.1.."l 3 ·J:uly 
a:id proceed to. :l:st RSM for 30 days TDY to assist your al¥l!l
ysis effort. Investigate the possibility o! obtaining 8 
loyal, Ehglish-speaking South Koreans fer p11rpose of man'""' 
ning 2 interc,ept positions in Korea under cover of U. s. 
mUitary .advisors to J{orea. If concurrence· obtain!'!d from 
Rcgers~ A-2 FEAF, this Hqs authorizes 'Lt Murray to proceed 
tc Kc:iea fo:- pl.lrpOSe of implementing inte1':\ept ef!ort .• 
Utmcst. diecretion required and, ii' good possibility of · 
·capture exiets., !lu:rray cannot go to Korea. Authority 
granted !o~ Murray i:;nBo as he recently :retu!'ned fNm E~vpe 
and is not known loca · y in J.ipan. Supply of 1:nte!'cept 
equip:nent, courier on traffic. retu!"n, etc."' will be your 
~esp 01'lS ibi li ty. 

37 

Upo:n a:r::."'i•.ral in Japan, the Commanding Officer, 1st RS?A:,, apd two 

Yi::;iting offi:;~;rs immedia.tely e::i.tered into negotiations with the A-2~ 

FE.AF~ which wo,:c-e desig.11ed -~ o implement the co-,re:rt projec.t as p;taru:ied 

by He.adc,p.rnrfi?.rtl, TJSP.FSc. The followi.""Jg is an accou.r,t of the ~gree-

ments.r- f~dopted by the officers and p:relir.:d.na:ry a.~tion .;:'€sultihg t.here-
~ 

from as tranami cted to. HeD.dqu:arters a USAFSS on 25 July 1950~ . 1 
I I 

Here·aith d~~ilo. on· Murray projecte On ar·r·ival in Japan! 
M:1rray, Willis, and James or: reported to Colonel Rogers. 11 

R.::gel""S was. t ri.e.fed on necessity of high cla.ssifioa ti on for 
proje 1.~t and non-exposure of Murray to captt1re. Rc.gera wiiJ.s 
in f-ull ·!~.CC·:lrd and enthusiastic and advised that 8 Kc:'NUli.~ 
c.:t ·:..ir!q·l1estior..able loyalty we:re a\"laiting J.furrci.y 0s e.ni val 11 
.~.n K::.:.:e•.:i., b·,lt. he wculd not :rell':!~se Murra.y until sach ti.:n~I 
-· . . I 

:!. • . '.lWX, · ll:i trsAFSS to eo ls t RSM, Cite ST-901,. 30 J w 19 5 c. Ii . d. :; :. 

12. TWXJ> 1st. RSM to Hq US.AFSS.f) Cite: TS ).38~ 25 Jul. ';..9$0. s~d. 32. 

I 

24 
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as the 25th Division oo.uld be cormnitted and our lines firmly 
established. At tha·t.·tin:ie, Murray would report to Colonel 
Simpson at $th A!f'. Simpson was expecting Murray and >'las to 
provide .full support. Murray was to report all oper.ational 
ma tt.ers to General Partridge direct. R!!qu ired equipment was 
t.o have all 1st RSM markings removed, then turned ..:.v.e::- to 
5th AF for shipa:ent.. No cormnmica tions bet1·1een Murr9!y and 
1st Fi.SM were authorized •. All material was tc be pas-sed via 
special channel fro:n .5th AF to FBAF. Murray depar·ted for 
Korea 15 July and reported to Simpson and Partridge •. 
Partridge was very enthusiastic and stated this prcject just 
what he 'Vfaute,d. Have no further info from M'l.l:r'ray, but be
liaire he departed .from Korea about 19 July ••• 

Headquarters~ USAFSS, concurred with these proposed operational 

p:rocedures for the project on .3 August and ins_tructed the RSM to replace 

the pr~ject officer Vii.th an officer who pO.:ssessed intelligence and 
. . 13 . 

linguistic expe:.:<1.ence. However, the same daJ'D ·the l.st $M w~red 

He.a.dqtl.!lrters,, USAFSS; t.hat~14 
Voka intsrcept produced nega.tive resul"t.~o All fe.ci'.tit!.es 
no;; devo"te d. t<:i (Y:{ under control of Kore.ans. • • Resuilt.s of 
decrypts ser.t- to FE/Ji' by OSI i'ori"whom. Koxeans work. I !Chan
nels established for pasdng codes and ini'onnaticn ·~o1 RSM 
f::-·.:>m Detachment in Korea. Maximum effort now being !made 
to eJ.:ploi't t}'l.a t tm ter~ lo \ \ · 

.A-:::t•1ally.11 and this foforma tion was taken from the P~opect Report . 

submitted by the Pr"'Jjec:t Officer upon his retur·n to Rea.dJdarters, USAFSS 8 

t~ie USAFSS; officer arrived in . Korea l.~ July a:id proc\WO!d t!1;-.: airmen and 

eight South Koreanso The ainnen were furnished.by the 5-uJ Air F::,rce · 

and tr.e Ko,..ans ware furnished by the Cc.mm.inder, .Districi B, OSI., who 

11). THX, H:}, USAFSS to· CO i..st RSU, Cit.a~ ST-940D 2 Aug ~9!5o. s.d. J3. 

1.4. T!VX9 CO~ 1st RSM to Rq, DSAFSS, Cite: TS-409D .3.Aug !1~50. s.d. Jl.~. 
I 

,\ 
I 
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a'.:i.:reaC.y had .. a C\Y ir.tercept effort L'I cpe-ration. The projec-1;. equip-

m•.;nt arrived ai:· Tae_gu on 19 July. The same dayll project Willy was 

e-,::; tablisbed in E: compound controlled by the 5th Air F.::ir-.:::e. Afver 

.::;,1e weel< of oper~tiol"., the resul w of the voice eff·::irt :-;or!M.nued t~ 

be negative, a fact attributed +,o the absence of air operations· on. 

th.e pa rt of the No:r+..h Koreans.· 

1.{eanwh:ile, the OSI CW· intercept unit, with the aid cf one S.:mth 

Kc·:re.;m ::--adi? opera tor and one Sou th Kor-ean trans la tor:· 1~a s pr:,:iihcing 

tacti,~al inf om.a ti.on. This information was being disseminated ·to 

FE.AF ~.rid GHl'lo Further • .the ·osI Detachment :bad eccmired some North 
... ¥ • I . 

Kcraan .:ode 1:.!0•::ks. Conaequent1y3 the USAFSS officer tm•ned hi! pro-

~~ct ca:;:>.9.bi:i.ity o'\.·er to the OSI unit by aut.hority ,,f the 5th Ur . 
l5 I 

Fct::::e ar.d too}~ the -::0de books bttc.!{ to Je.p!lll on 1 Augusto I 
C('lncurrentl '':> the OS!-"lfilly COMINT began to fl·.:~.v to '.?lci"·h'n c=.:-.d. .; . ·~ , . I 

in!'o:rm~ticn ager::c~.es ihrc';lgh non-COUIUT channels;' Alsc·, "1·;·- H .;-_ 

.f::·.ren::.e beb7 e:i::1 est&iblished ccncept.9 .n;d e:xig~nt pra~ti::es -~:gr:- to 

<1pp.:!a~'. T'.je,;;~ :.:«onclu.s:i.c•rJ.s were evident in th·~ f.:-.1:-:r~:- cf Yiil."'CJ ex-

t. AU_iUE''t tr.<-::: ns1.1 f'.i.l.;!d -che open:tcg rowid: so t•: $pe.!l.K:i wi+,:i Ure 
i . ....._ __ 

Herno ~ DCS/Ope1«1 tio:r.s to CO USAFSS1 Subj ~. 
l.95tJ ~ s .. d 0 350 

L Report of '.l""'Y 1 Sept -. r 
~~ A":: th.at tim-e!.no!i+l:.er FEAF, 5th .Mr F.:.rce n,·r· the '1st RSM: r..::tt 

z.de\1\:.C ts ~;·:irr,m . .:..v:d.:.aticns established to expeciH·!.·'.)Ui!:l'r 2.nd eetu
rsly t:;;9nsmit cm.fWT ~.n accc;rda."lce with the ~l.s.s~·i :~:.. ci·:<:t:.He 
for Slt::'.·~.i ac ti .. tity· o Hence 5 th: OSI cl~ :-i ~ t:: 1~;;.\ t-:-r·:i:: 
,J.c,~· t df.:~ ;ii s sen1.ina t~d it t~~)u.gh (..~~~~rf:.:~·: :~:- s.r;pr·.~:-i::eC f .:: .. : .. 
. ;;a.·1

: ·r:.r::.al be;ar:!.:·iB, t.l .. ~s class!fica.tivr.to 
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16 
±'cll0·,yi.ng mt-ssag~s to Headq1.ia!'ters, USAFSS: 

Plans chang~ by fluid combat situation. 1!11.rray re·t:U~ng 
t.:i Ko:rea irm1ediately. Attempting to exploit Korear~ traffic 
at this stati.0•1. P.ave urgent requirement for Korean' Trans
lator. c.leared, officer, air111an, or ci~rilian. Complete 
~xploi ta ti on reqtJires tra'nsla tor arr.:1 dictior:a!'i€)S. Att€mpt
ing to cb"'..ein translator locally •••• 

On the same day~ H~.adquarters US.AFSS dispa tch-?d t\'10 messages re la-

t.i,·e tc the status and effects of P:::-oject. Willy. The i'ir$t one v1ent 

to t.he. A-2~ FFJ\F. 
17 It stated·: 

Wish to point out that OSI dissemination of results of Pro
ject Willy as outlined bas the fcllCl'l'fing deficienci~$~ (a) 
material being received in Washington through non Air :Force 
channels a.s soon, i£ not before, receipt at 1st RSM and 
this. Headqua.rte:r·s; (b) local exploi ta ti en by ls t RSM not 
receivi:r<g full Atr Fol"Ce support due to con::.urrent d:i.s
aen:i.r.;ati .:in to other agencii~s by OSI1 (c) continued r~ceipt 
re.-sult.s of this p:t•oject in Wasr.ington tr.rough non Air Force 

· chanr!•.:ls prejt.."dicial to this Headqu::.rters effr.,rt.s. Appre
ciate you-:- ac:lvise means by ~~hich this proje(';t may be bro\1ght 
under joint A-2, FEAF and A.FSS scruti::i.y ei.s crigir.!E!lly plan
ned. 

At t.he se.me tio:e, Hea.dqua rters, USAFSS sent the fol+~m..ng r.i.e'.5sage 
18 ! I 

fo t~,,~~: ~'lS:: Project Willy loombine~7 very gra tifyingH. • 
.. R.ef;:.r'€nce cl1annels wMch r-eaults of p1•oject arE! beirtg 

·d!...sseruinated.·. \7ish to point out that OSI dissemination 
results in receipt of data in Wc1ahington before a:ra:d
e.ble to 1st RSM er this Headquarters. C.er+..a:i.n you ~~e 
a.war~ cf deficiencies in OSI dissemination since mi11'.:h 

. I l 

TllX, co, :st RS1' to Rq USAFSS, Cit•·, TS-hl8, 4 Aug H5o:i/l-6. 
'mX1.' Hq USAFSS ~;·J A-2 s FEAF;, Cite: ST~·90l~ 3. Aug 195.0 o s • d. 3;. • 
Tfl.l.: F!q USAFSS t.o co~ lst R3M, Ci toe: ST-945' !· 3 Aug ~Jso. s .d .. 38. 

\ 

I 
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'lrii.lue thus k·s t· t..11.rough failure to provide meai""lS of evall.!la ~ 
ti.:;n s.nd maintenance of day-to-day status of results of prc
~ec t from standpoint of breoad COMINT picture. Moreover, 
diasemination cf COMINT through other than secure channeis 
could be embar·:r.assing. :Realize of course, that discussion 
of' thes"? i'Mt,1.ll•es with OS! a.nd FEAF one 0£ the me.st delicat.e 
na t.u.r·e. However·, app'recia:t..e you discuss the mz. tter witb . 
Colonel Rogers in ef'!or·t t.o: a. Determine present OSI ~s
.'3erni.".atfon list; bo Manr1er in whi.;:;h material is being 
disseminated. o "~ C;, Secure Rogers ree.ction to present 
arrangements i11.nd :Ct' he be di'splea.sed, solicit his request 
for any aas:istance t·his Hq can provide in a:-riving ·at more 
de&d.n.ble and secure pr·oc.edure fol" handlirig :pr•:iject da:t1 
!i.t'te::; it is :tn con<'d.ti.on to hand over to Project Officer. 

The fellowing day, the A-2, FOO'!l replied. to the USAFSS query as 

19 
f'ollows g 

i 
C_eLcur with all th.re~ points. OSI prepared. and dissemin~~ed 
L"o OSI-IG, FEAF and OSI, Hq USAFJ first reports of inter
cept unknown to this Hq prior to arrival of Project Willy~ 
OIC of Proje~t Willy learned of OSI function and join~d tbrces, 
pocling his equipment since OSI was al~ady going conoe1iilwith 
Sou.th Kcre.!:n personr..el obtaining some sucoe~so CoordiMt:i;on. 
"l:!'.th OSI DiN!ctor! further merger two fun<::tions ~ith res{q.ts 
tr.<lt info obtained is classified Top Secret and fol:'warde~I this 
Hq di'l'ect >to A-2.. Local dissemination is made by OIC Willy, 
to. Ctd11er..s.l hr·tr:idge~ 'Wllo p:r·6ba.b:ty Worms General WalkeN 
Though G1m~1"ll l FA:rt.'.\'.idg~ is brie.f ed, this info is providtd 
ccr;er ':tr;?' field <l~.$semination. Info disseminated locally!has 
r::.c ccmn:iun:tc~ tic·r<a 1~i~~m with pro.jec t except Tep Secret report 
fr11:rni OSI Dir~d.c·:t' in Korea t.o A-2, FE.AF. OIC~ Will;'ft> up9rt 
!'~turn to Korea ·vti.11 have .f'u.1.1 control over ell· f'ri'~·Ul"!: di~
ae::nina.Hon. cf results o ., •• Fo:r your· illfo~ .AS.APAC ~c·ei.;.Jd 
i~.r,st- 'i::itto 0$! r~po?•t.s thr1:mgh GHQ ATIS ~-.htnnels. · foasmudtt 
t.s ASP.PAC is preser.t,ly monito:r·ing Ko1<>ear. circuits .fi:cm J~~an, 
s.nd hss t.rained Korean lingui~t assigned thd.r Hq. ri se:e nol 
reason .. ~ ·teer.nical dat.a should not passed to them £or j 
fu1•+..he:r· a~dstar,r;e as of non,, ASAPAC is unawu~ oi FEAF o,:r.I 

--~_::neotio~~:j~ot. I 

'. : ... 
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.· 

Subs!!qu.,ntly· (on 12 August) the USAFSS project officer was ins-

trul~"".ed by FE.AF t,:i return to Kcreao At the same time, FEAF A-2 

. 20 
passed ·t.he following wire to Headquarters, USAFSS .. 

Lt Murray is proceeding back to Korea to a.ssUl!le overall 
direction of Project Willy. OSI is being relieved of 
this f'unc ti on with all ~uipme.nt, personnel, and docti
ments to .become Yurr.ty's responsibility and he will 
direct all •~+-~'rf+...... Atl results obtained will be given 
to Captain ~rris _ ! Sp!!cial Security. 
Officer, GF.-q9 who is-presently~in Korea to brief inqoatri
na ted p~r-sonnel.. After briefing, local oersonnelll SSO 
will transmit info thru his channels 1 to SSP.o -OHQ, 
'tho ?1ill transmit it to 1st RSM 9* ASA15AC, ind indoctrina
ted personnel. Above measure taken to insure maximum• 
securit.y and preclude discontinuance of Project.~ 

Five days later (on 17 August) the A-2, FEAF, dispa. tched the 

following mess,~ge to Headquart.ers USAFSS which terminated
1 
~he initial 

. . 2l . I 
USAFSS effort in Korea. 

* 

Ret Project Willy: There are now th.ree radio intercept teams 
operating in Korea £or U.N. Forces» these teams ~re onP.rAted 
"'·· l"\OT - ......... .,"'n t.ati ves in Kn,. ... • - F.i i:iht Armv Si i:rT1a l L· l · 

_ _ tnd by Kim · Wllen . 
Murray reported to Kore•' L r and toili!d 
results were already being p1~ocured by OSI.11-Kor-e.a.- [ . · 
he pooled equipui;mt !!md joined .forces. Murray retu.nied shortly· 

. I l 
I 

: ! 
TWX.JJ FEAF A-2 to co USAFSS, Cit.e~ M:H...:217, 12 Aug 195'0.! Sodo 40o 

TWXg A-2 FEA.lo~ to CO USAFSS, Cite: 14E:-224i1.17 ~ug 19$J. · s.d ... 41. 
. . . I 

SSR Tokyo gave some 0£ the ma t~rial to USAFSSLNO, FEAF1l) who did 
send a cop7 of material re¢e1ved to lst RSM and Hq USAFSS .. , That 
statement was ma.de by Major Jabe ·E. Bailey. Major Baili.b;r was 
the assistant USAFSSLN0 9 FE.AF, at that time. 11 

ff. The f!.rst Air F.c·rce SSO .facility in Korea was established in 
June 1951. 11 

i 

I 
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thereafter 'brlng:i.rl~ ~1"11"1• hooks and techriical data back to 
squadron. VVhile , was in Japan, OSI representative 
in Ko::-ea relayed some info to FEAF and GHQ thru i.rl"egular 
cr..a.r>-ril! b, none or which was 'being received by lst RSM. 
Mu=ray was ·£\gain sent to Korea to tAke full cJi,,..,..a .. r.+" i-r. .. 
1ot"l.ll.l OSI inU:rc~pt unit , 

r on Gene ml Banfills' orders and With the conct'lrrence 
~of-the SSR-Gh"Q. Instructions mre sent by FEAF Director, 

OSI to Director of OSI in Kc-r~a to comply with classified 
let.t-er ?'! instructions from Banfill :to Murray. Upon 
Mur:r-ayzs s.:::-rl.val in Korea, he apparently found that local 
OSI repre.3entativ·e was reluctant to re-linquish c ontrolg · 
sfr,c~ e.l.: th1-ee units ·had be~n cor.solida ted during his 
I 7 absence U..'1der the overall direction of the 
fecal USl represe~tstive» who reported directly to Eighth 
A:::m:/ G-2. The local OSI Dir"!'e tor and Eighth Army 0-2 sent 
query to GHQ~ G-2 .9 req11esting clarification of status 
f.thd th.at a ~ply coordit"..at.ed with FEAF be r-elayed. G-2, 
GHQ we~ eppr·sised / 1• of £acts and ordered Lt. Col Rubin from 
t.S.!if'AC to go to Korea io:::- pu1-pose of making first ha."ld 
report. Rubin p1"ese.r."'ltly in Korea. At 0945K~ 17 Augilst 
Mur:-ay t.e:i.:ephcned and stated that G-2:i GHQ ~d replied to 
+ ... f:,e joint query and in effect to'ld M.v..l'i'ay to keep r.ands 
c:.;.+:f: the mon!. tcirin>?: project. Thereuponp Murray was ordered 
by this offi.ce , 7 te ca t~h next plane back M Japan. 

c.or~~ .. r ,...i 
1
G· I 

The abt»-ve account of tr1e collap-e!! of USAFSS 1 foi'!:,ial er.;trance fa 

Korea :.~ .':!s:;-!::::-.~~i"'.llY the same as the one submitted. by t.lw proje~t 

I: 
offi:~~!'. Wbi2~ t~1'! TJSAFSS cffke;."' was in Japanj) the OSI unii: 4il:i con-

( 
. f 

:;;,,lido:t~ its ca.pat:ility . .t'¢U!' ROW' operators) with a sim:!.lar C7j' 

intercept effort (si.."Cteen OOKNAV opentto:rs) f:."'om Pusan. This 1-!rg<S 
; l 

unit from Pusan v;as '.J...T'lder the joint control cf Ccmmande:::" Kini,; RQK; , I 

c-::·, 8th A:•:ny,, and repres!'lntatives of' ~:.!·<!- C.--2 9 GHQ,\) FECA Its J~o-. 
:i:Jnt.> 1'o!~t'~ cl.:: .. 3s~mina ted to the 8th Army, but not to the St-:n d I 
F i + • 1 1 . ..t ti I - • th j ' . ~f \ t O:'t::e pr er· ~o .... re c onso l.-..a or.. n re-spec·,; ,;.c; e OlJ.-ri:. e ... 0

1
1 , 

EUSAK was !3.Cti:;.a.lly !u.rnlshi.r1g the maj-~r portion :.f the capabili\ty. 

l 
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Th.~re!ore~ EOSAK felt that it should share equally in the control 

of the unit. Hence, 5th Air Force acquiesced in order to receive 
22 

the combined pro:luctso However, an 18 August the Naval unit 

reverted to EUS.\K eontrol .. Thus, the OSI ei'f'ort, i;n essence, 

became a So,1th Korean (Cho) effort, which was absorbed by Detach-

ment ncn s lst RSM, upon its entry into the Korean acti ono. 

Su.~ Conclusions.* The idea was excellent, but the method 

(covert) used retarded the USAFSS COMINT d'.fort in Korea.. Further, 

the Air Force COMINT agency a. t that time did not have the capabi-

. li ty in the Far East (technical and collateral backup for dept~ 

arll3.lysis.11 SSO facilitie.S and communications ol:-.annels) to supply the 

Ta cti<:;a.1. Air Commanders with the timely intelligence requiredo The 

.factors, plus t·he_ res.t:ri~tive concept cf COMINT operat.i,o.ns, combined 

to form a negative attitude on the part of s.ome of the :t-heater con:... 
i I 

surners. Whil~. the offi.'!ial COMINT people faltered, thej d..ntelligence 
· · · · · i I · . 

officers on the scen_e organized thei:i:" a'ln COMINT Sel"Vi~jeJ and did 

not want. to trade it for the. restrictive opera ti on prop!oised by the 

' . I ' COMINT professionals. 
I 

220 Memo, DCS/OperAtions to CO~ USAFSS~ Subji Report lo~ TDY, l Sept 1950. 
Bodo )5 • . j f . 

* These conclusions represent the retrospective views of many of 
the USAFSS officers assooia ted wi'th"Project Willy a bxpressed 
individually and collectively to the Historian person~lly and in 
many documents researched by the Historian. Alth~u~I these 
retrospective opinions are. admitt.edly colored by su~c1

1essful opera
tions foll(!V'ling the collapse· or I>rcject Willy 1 , they Jt\I'I! easily . 
reconciled with the many comnents re~o:rded about the project 
in Aug-Nov 1950, 

1 
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·' !NIT!!AL RSM APPROACH 

Actually, one result of the termination of Project W'il.ly was 
, 

the accelerat.ed intelligence production effort recorded by the 1st 

RSM. When the OIC of Willy returned to Japar .. on l August with the 

North Ko::"ean code book1 t..1-ie squadron signified its entry into '.the 

~3 
acti.::m in the :f'oilavdng wire to 'Headquarters, USAFSS ~ 

J.Ve are now usir.ig 2 twer~ty-four hour posi tion-s for Koi•ean 
~ea:rch in hopea of exi;>loiting that material. In additi.011-, . 

. i.; pragti.ce positions are aiding 5.n the sea:rch.. This 
necessitat.ea C'.irtsiled copy of regular assignment. P..squest . 
c~onside:ration of this situation in A.ugus r, mission. We n~ed 
4 pos:!.. t.:ions r.:ontr-.::>lled locally for theater expl~itation .• 
New subject: F.equest I\orean and Chinese dicti.onariss 
soonesto Alao urgent.ly request all 8 vols of 11 Pr~li.minary 
NIS 09.zett.eer cf the USSR'' .published by CIA. Map supplits 
in '.-;heater are limit.ed the::1!!.f'l!lre reguest any applicable maps 

. .s.vsil.able your· Hq. Coll.s:t~:rral intelligence sources also.· 
::!.imi~d. .Reqi1e!'':· distribution 1•Aiz· Force Intelligence St!dl'l-· 

· rre!'i.e•S 11 a:nd. anJ ot•he:c' applicab"l.e cc1:.ai.:.er;:>.l.. · 

The following day, 2.e. previously st.a t-ec!, the P.s:-.! also in.:fi'~:rm-e<l 

'' Headquarters, USA:tss at:iout the negative :('esults of the or:!.gin4l Pro·• 
I .• 

.je~t Wi:tly· id!:i"3), u:nrj st&ted that maximum effo1•t was being n:adEj Ito 

ti>:xploi t sn1:::h ma te:r".i.al as wa$ being rece.im=d f:rcm the OSI 1JX1it. 
1
1Jr.. 

24 . . 
Y.creg. . I 

Ag-ainp 011 th!! 4th day of k..igustb the equadt·nr. requested .:: 1upp::.rt 

· . 11 
for the est<.1t1:..~.tm1ent of & Ko!'ean p:r-;;cesaing capability .in JE>pir. a1' 

i 't f w~,l A .. ···~ ·1 n;,11 t .~5 ,. a sub~t tu e ·m• n ..... y. t 't.nctt t· .. !!J~~ t<'ll no11. sta. :.E:•l~ 

----·----·------.--...:..------- i 
i I 

::!J. TWX:. co l;t. HSM to H'.ct.~ U.SAFSS£ Cite: TS··.4Q6, 2 klg· 19$00 , rd· L2. 

?i.J.. TliX, CC lst RSM to Hi;! USAFSS~ Cite i TS-409 ~ .3 At:.g 1950 • r°.· 34. 

'Z;i. 'IWX,. CO lsi;. RS:~ to Hq., US!l.FSS: C:i':-.;.; TSu.~~18~ 4 Aug 1950. T.o.. ;36. 
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• • • Attempting to exploit Korean. traffic this station. 
Have urgent requirem~nt for Korean translator cleared -
officer~ airman or civilian. Complete exploitation. requins 
tnnsla tor and dictionaries. At.tempting to obtain trans
lator locally. 

On the same day,· Headquarters· USAFSS 'informed the R?M that re

sults of Willy (OSI) were good and requested the squadroii to locally 
. . 

produce code sheets, net diagrams :and' code substitutions' from the 
26 

t.r.ai'fio before forwarding the material to Brooks AFB. Concurrently, 

FEAF ini'ol'.'med USAFSS that FE.AF would supply a Korean lin~tU:s t to the· 
. . 2 ' 

OS! Detachment, Johnson AFB, whom the RSi'i! could use. 7 · 

Finally.t on. the 14th.of August, the RSM informed Headquarters, 

. . . w . . " . . ., .. 2a ha USAFSS·, .that project illy .was at a etands:l;il.i. · and reported t t 
... 

the .code sheets t"'r the brevity codes had not been received by the 

squadron·. ·The. ls t RSM. further reported that exploitatioi;-i of the 
. . I 

Korean traffic was being held up pending a'[!.thority to gt'$nt a clear-
. . ... . I ; . 

ance to a Korean translator. In the meantime, all the r~sults of 
. . - . 11 . 

. I 

the Korean search (1st RSM effort) were being repo:rted rf the P.sM 

T/A reports. I ' 
A 1 •.J E t 1 . "fl! I .. !he _!! l!is Transla tu.on ffo.z:~. Immedia e y fo..1. 9'.ing the 

. I 1 
outbreak of hostilities, .the "RSM~ lacking suitable material i'ol:' 

' 1 l 
effective CX-JPtan•4'si• exploitation, concentr'1l<od its rYA e£f~rt 
on Air/Ground netso The analysts began working. this tra}fic on an 

! I 
I . 

2 6. twx, Hq US.AF SS to co' ls t RSM .P Cite: ST-94.5' 3 Aug 1950. s. d. 38. 
. I 

27. 'lWX, FEAF A-2 to CO, USAFSS, Cite: ·MH-202$ 5 Aug 19~0. s.d. 39. 

28. TWX, co, 1st RSM. t-0 II:!, USAFSS' Cite: TS-467. i.o A~ 1950 ••• d. 43. 
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hour-ly basis during the period the:se nets ·..,ere most active •. Hence, 

st the end of ee.ch active six-hour period, the RSM had a current .. 
. 29 . 

int~:roept pickre that was easy to su.1J1ma1·:tze. Dur1ng July)\ Head-

.~uarteirsj USAFSS$ supplied the R.SM with a ch"ilian cryptanalyst. 

Also~ Pi-oject Willy supplied the RSM with some North Koren:r-:. Ciode 

volum~s. Ne·.rer'theless» the RSM did not r.ave a ·Korean translat:or, 

47 

so the crypt eff.:irt was temporarily retarded and the ntZijor R.SMi analy-

sis effort continu.ed t.o be directed t'ciward T/A about Air/Grour..d and 
.30 

Grmmd/Or·ound nets. 

By the tirn~ Project Willy was terminated, the RSM ha.d ~gµ.;. 

identification and ·analysis of various types of ocdl!S beir.g us.~d 

by the North Korear.i i'orceso By the' end o.f Augt.!St, th~ ~::.'Y'Pt !'ffort 
I 

of . t;he ESM had cataloged three N~rth Korean Air systems and i.2i Mili-
,_. I l 

t.!.ry systems. L YetJ. the report~ng or tactical intelligence p~~e 
; I .. 

of this effort ·1tas being bl<>~ked by lack of a Korean +,.,a.ns1a taio. 
V• • 11 

Hence, the RS}4acting on advice from the SRSJ) FEAFs pr0<~u?'(!!d rhe 
•'l·er-..rices of a Catholic MissionE!ry t.."irough the CQlumbian Missioh 

Socit-ty. The Father had been a Yajor {GM.plA1r1) in Wcrld We- 1r, 
bad served in Kol"ea. for sem~ralyears, and had bec•xr.e quite fl~ent 

. .31 ·1 . 
in the Korean language. 

29. 

.30. 

Monthly Status Report, lst RSM, Jun 1950 - 3 Jul 1950. 

~·,.Jul 19$0 - 3 Aug 19$0. TSC 5i..i.49B • 

Jl., Ibi4_._, Sept 1950 - 3 Oct 1950. TSC 5449D. 
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.. 

The Father reported to the RSM on 13 Sep:temb~:;'~ Fr!ioi- to the end 

of Septerrfber, he and the ci vili<1n u1dys t h<!_d pf(;,"cesse,d '4bul__~sx3 bes-
sage.s which earned th!! RSM some early respec.ti:~nd r"ec6~.itiono Also~ 

the procedures used to disseminate . .an:! expio:Lt these /ear.ly product~ 

.hastened tr:.e establishment of the USAFsS ·Lraison Officer in the Far • I. . . . .. . 

'East, because it aided in cry:s ~ll:tz,ing .. the weaknesses i;h the current 

dissemination systern.32 The crypr..a:nalfsis-tra~slation e1ffort con

tint:ed to increase until 24 6ct6~e:_- l95Do ·At that 'time,\ tM Father 

retume'd to his Service in Korea. a.hd the analysis ;'again '.shi~ted 
:' ' / 

to Russiari and Chinese trafffo. i' 
I;• 

: : 

The[ _ 2sx3 Jc cryptanalysis) was actually be:gr.m .,fa Septemb~r. 

.., 
' ) 

. '~ Ii. 
It was directed towu~ JSXCneta, but was hamperied by l~ck of a trans-

33 . 1 I r--··· ' la.tor also.. This sam" fact;.or retarded exploitation o:fj the 25x3 I _....,_ 
' I 1 . 

traffic during Novembe.r al though the crypt effort broke1 npproxi.ma-

toly l,000 mess•ge• I '"' ~-·r·)~cm~circuits .34 

Also~ dur-6...ng November, the RSM ~stablished its initial r~ice proces

sing (analY1is) effort. This activity concerned Russianlvoice and . I . 
was perfo.ri~ed by one airman priraarily on traffic. fcrv1ard d from 

2sx3 l. The RSM did ins tall a ·.,roice position at Johns obi in November,, 

but the traffic proved to be of limited value. There.fotL the voice 
· 11 

.32. Historical nata Report, lg~ R.sMJ .ru1y-sept 19500 ·I 

33. Monthly Status Report, l.!t RSM, Sept 195'0 - J Oct t9.50. TSC 5449D. 

!bid •• Oct 1950 - 3 Nov 1950. TSC 5449E. --

------·--·--~----------------~--------~-----
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procesGing eapabili ty beg.au t.""anslating messages on the air-to

grou.".ld CW circu,its for the T/A Section in December.35 

49 

Although the <::.ryptanalysis and translation effo.rt of the .RSM 

during September-December 19$0 provided sone valuable, and at times 

controversial, inf'omaticm, the Squadron actually made ver,r U,ttle 
! 

progrel!ls on the North Kcrean ccmunica tions problem. The limited 

"i"Olillf.e of Ko:re.an and Chine-ae t·raff'ic 9 processed on a ncatch-as

.ea tch-eann ba.eu SJ lacked the continuity element essential for :net 
. ,. 

reconstruction and current call sign identification. In other words, 

the traf:fio analysis approach to the Korean problem had limited 
. It 

poss5.b:lli ties un.der erlsting. conditicms and the cryptanaly!!i1 !effort 
. 'I 

wa~ limited by lack of translator personnel. 
It 

· . i I 
Weather Support Efi'ort.-In essenc~ 7 thie apprcac-.h could '!Well 

· . 11 
be called e T/A app:roach, !or records re~al close snd s'l.l.ce:essf1;.l 

. · · · 11 
c't:.');erf(tion between the :RSM11 WeathE·r and T/A sectionso .Fur•t!ttrmore~ 

the influence of the Weather effort or, the cont1•ol and proces1siing 

probl- of <hat period was great, In reality-, the CCJ.rINT Wolrher 

<!fort, alth~ugh aodgned to USAFSS by- IlAF regulation No, l-+r4, 
da i~d 31 D!'.¢e1t1ber 191.i.8 9 d.id not occupy a major place in AF SS .f'unc tions 

By ~rly Novembe:.· 1949 a the COMINT Wea th.er progr.E.m he.d begun 

to requ~re some conoideraUon, e.g., th• need for a future optr
tions plan had become apparent. Hence, :representatives from AFSA, 

35. Ibid., D"" ~950 ::-9 Jan 1950, TSC 5~\JSAFSS TSC Mo CS .J~52C 
Cop:r l I .. Cq:ries 

l .Pages 
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Navy, AFO!Np USAFSS 1 AACS and AWS convened in Viashington and adopted 

the tollollfir.g agreements relative to eolleetion and production of 
' ~6 

Special Weather Intelligence (SWI): 

l. Th.at AFSA should be responsible for prooes~ing COM!NT 
Weather that was or general interest to both Air Fiorce and Navy 
on a world-wide basis. This t;rpe of information wa~s defined as 
(a) upper air and (b) six· hour~ sur.f'aee synoptic observations o 

2. That Air Force Security Service and Navy should be res
ponsible tor processir.g COl.UNT Weather of local interest to 

. theater Col!lDlanders or other agencies which these ac:tivities 
served. This type ot information was defined as: (a) hourly 
surtaee observations, and (b) in-flight Weatbe:.- reports. The 
technical support was an AFSA :;esponalbility.. · 

3 •. That there should be. three AFSA Weather prc>.cessing- units; 
~e at ffeadquarters AFSA, one in the Pacific Theater, and cne in · 
the European Theater. · 

4. That the establishment of communications c_hannels from the 
COMINT Wea'ther processing uriits to the AWS recipients was the res-
ponsibility of AACSo . i j 

J 1 

$. Thst tr.e establishment of col!D1lunieations fi':om intercept 
stations te AFSA processing units was tr.e responsib'.illty or AFSA. 

. '. 
By eariY. February 1950 11 it had beecme apparent th,t\ AFSA could 

( 
' l l 

not supply A.WS t·he information on the timely 6-hour) bl.sis as 

. desired. The:efore 1 AWS requested that the Swl prochict~bn al'll'! . . ··, . ' . i ! 
. dies&.lf.ination })?'Ogram be expedited. Hence, AFSA ini'o~p. U5'.F that 

· · - · I I 
it was establisbing a Weather Processing Unit in Japan [to obviate the . . . I 
delay in traffic transmission back to Washingtono The • ~tter a.lao 

· . ··. 11 
pointed out that. the lst RSM was copying approximately 2$ per cent or 

the ~vailabl~ CQ wea the 'l' bradcas ts. 37 . · \ \ .. 

36., M_inutes ~ Conf'er·enc-e on COMINT Weather P_ roblems. lBI kov 1949., sod• 44. 
. , 11 , · 

37 ~ 2d Ind (Ltr. t Hq !WS to D/l» USAF Subj~ :tequirem~~ta i'or Special 
Weather I.'ltelllgenoe, 16 Feb 195'0) Hq AFSA to D/I USAF, 5 Apr 1950, 
Serial OC01Cf.i., !.d. 45.. · 1 ! 
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At that point~ th& weather intere:ept assignments were deter

mined by tha .AFSA Weather Branch and were primarily based on AWS 

requi~ments and the positions available at Army, Navy and Air 

Poree intercept stations. The 1st RSM had two positions copying 

hourly air/gl'ound, ground/air and ground/ground broadcasts. 

During May 1950, it became apparent to AFSS that these ae3ign-

inents did not fully meet the USA.FSS responsibilities in the w~ather 

in£onna ti on service. Further~ USAFSS viewed the existing agree

ll'!!ln~ as u."1Satisfactory for the following reasons: 

1., USAFSS did not have any r-esponsibilit~ :to?" uppe~ ! air 
reports. However, upper air soundings had a direct bea!'"fnS 
on the type and amount of flying performed. In add:i tic?), 
rasonde. and piba.l stations generally indicated new air ~cti-

.·vity. . , 

2. Also, the changing of. index number15 of collective 
' I 

broad•.:.ust.'11!, in many areas, w&re the only source were the •only 
sou~<!': t::.•f weath9r information availableo j I 

· 3. Moreo-ver ft USAFSS believed that wea.th!!:r informa tidn 
# ' l 

could not be euecessf'ully produced by having cne unit prlo-
cess three and six hourly reports and another Ul.1.it procJ~s 
hourly reports o i 1. 

4. Finally, AFSS viewed the weeth~r effort (RSM'-wis'.~) 
a.~ I!! -m.luabl~ adjunct to the regular T/A .!ffOI"'t., I ' 

. I I 
Therefcre, following th~ ciu t'break o! the Korean conflict, USi]S 

~stablished a small weather processing capability at the lst ~· 

Nevertheles!'l, it was not unt.il lA t~ August that thie ~ff~~t began 
. I I 

producing information and techniques of value to operations (Rfl! 
. I 1 

and AWS)o :First, t~ unit conducted a- '1St':ldy of traf'f'ic interf"pted 

!rt~;, air circuits to determine the ty·pes and extent of weathef traffio 

being carried or• these circuits" Thia studY.)·~s.:cmcentnted· on·· 

TUP SECRET EIDER ·.·: 
'">j u -
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,., 

' 52 
_/W·L· 86-36 

Iill.OP~$;t;1EC.;;iRe-ETt-tE:ttlD1tEff!R// ~e 3. 3b n 1 
:: ', 

// i !\\ 
. s ueh cHetl as I r

s. 
25x3 - Sec.otd I 

:, 

the unit aided the intercept 0£ I 2sx3 1·\;y de~rmini~ the 'tiroadcaat 

schedules ard frequencies us~d. 'lhe over/11 volu~~ of g~und/ground . . . 

and ground/ air weather tn.ffie was ine~'sed by ch~ging :the inter-· 

cept assignments and stressing the neel tor gr~ ~eather :traffic. 39 
' . . ! . 

:' ; 1 
' . / .! '; • 

Dul."ing September, the weather upit began conµoiiputiI!g to the 
j ' •. 

regular T/ A effort.» particularly 11)/ locating eal~. '. Thie! was ac-
! ; 

coazpl1shed by a combination trai'tic analY3is and "*ea~her 1analys is 
· I / · i : · • 

methods• i,,e.,, voi\'l.me and type ¢::runt, transmission sc·~~le deter-
. ' ... ' ; \ . 

mina tienD ~ribbiag with intert?tit101Vll and .other air w~a t~er informa

tions- plotting elevations rr~m preesu.ni and· tempe:t,at~~ :reports and 
'/ . j ' ' ; ' 

plotting pressure profiles /~f tJ-s reporting stati$s ~ :! I:n addition,,· \ 
I ' ' , 1 

~e, 1'.nit d~t-emined from,/h~ changing _L"'ld~x nunibe~ in Sra.i"fic 

. that it would be able t¢ produce su!'.fid..,nt weatl-1er in~~ligen.ce 
/ , [ , I I . 

( ~chnical) tr~mBtra:f.fic to aid in exploi tingi air t;y!pe t..""affie. 4o 

· .f'rl,.ot" to the end of the llll!)nth of Septemb~, these er1bbJi1g techniques 

~ere l:•tJing u~ed quit-e suocess.f~lly, pe.rti~ula.rly ih the ll lycis of 

. aircraft activity which was made dailyo41 ' . I . 
• i I 

38.. ·Monthly Status Report,· 1st . .RSM1> :Aug 1950 - ;; .~pt l9SO .. TSC Sh49P. 

39.,' ~oll Sept 1950 .;.. 3 Oct l950ll TSO S449Do 

uOo Ibid., 

hlo ;:· t-echn1que was proposed by the Chiet 11 AnaJiysis ~visionii . 
Hq USAF&Sll in May.l9SO. At that timeJ t~v:l.dual pointed out 
this 'possibility an::l recommended that t~eath~t and T/A 
units be int-agrat.ed to exploit these techniques. S~e Historical 
Do.. ;Roport. Jlirec tora te ot .0p en Ii 0,,.' llA;r-Jun 195 n . 
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Br,,., early .~tobe:r, transmission oi Special \'leather Intelligence 

tc the 2l4.3D Air·· Weat·her Wing had. begun.. :Before the end of 0¢tober11 

d.issem!nat:ion of Spe~ial Weather Intelligence to the Tokyo We~the;r 

Ccntrol had begmi42 am the. unit had proiuced 22 area f'oreoa:!?ts for 

the coastal a:reas f'l"om Korea, northJ) includi~g the Sea of Okaota.k. 43 

By t.h~ er.Id ot November, the .Weather Section vras supplying, in :many 

cases, the only weather data. available !or :f'orecasts :for Korean 

operat.iol"'.9. 44 On 13 Deember- 1950.1> .this service was. recognh~d 
arrl .a requi:t'E71tte:n:i; ·placed by 4143d Air Weather Wing which. i.ncluded 
, . . I 
info:matton fran the Chinese £or·ecast area, t.he lbssian foreca.st 

: j 

; I 
area, the Chinese repl">rts, the North Ko:r-.:an re-ports~ and the i~Ul.'!:sian 

I I 
. I 

1' ~~~1n[.Fe~rerne·nts s.rui Servioe~.o The third approa.c~lto the 
, I 

pr•:ibl'1!lm 1s sol't4ti<:•n wa.s r:eall;r the initiatton of a. true ir~tell gence 
' 11 

?epcr'ttng ~errl.ce for fi-&ld pro:ei:n11ngo Wit,h the beginnir~ o~·j the 

Korean ac·t.ionp the RSM b~gw.n preparing traffic summaries and intel

ligence 'brief.:.s 'lfi:d.ch "l'!.'<':lre passed to Headquarters» USAFSSs *SJ ( FEAF, 

ll!id SSR, Gh~ me every sL.,; hours. 45 D11ring July t."le RSM rep(?1jting 
~ 1-.. -..--

. I I 
42., ':hese Weather reports were t'ta:.l.9mitted vie.· th.s AFSA Wea iner Unit 

st USN 3So Frequently 11 the •.mit was unable to t."'ltt."lsrriit lh RSM 
repcrh because it& ci~uit was overloaded with H! own it.l:ra.ffic. 
T'r.:is of:Cle!n. caused RSM :reporte •co be destroyed af~r the:fr~

1 

had 
<e.!'.\':ieeded the usable time lint1 to later a. direct circuit QRS?.4-
2143d) was instt.lle<i.: ,t,o alleviate this eltuationo See lstorlcal 
Data P.eport, ls~ RSMJl Oct,..,Dec 19500 • I ! 

4.3. Monthly Stams Report, 1st !5Msi Oct 1950 ... .3 Nov 1950p ~de 5449E. 
. I 

44. llislo !· Dec 1950 - ) Jan 19.51 11 '.f.'SC $4490. I 
I 

L,_c; 0 ~.!." >' ~1·:.l:a 1)':}0 - 3 J~l 1950 ,\! TSC 5'L:19Ao I 

' "" * By 30 Jun~ the: l.st RSM had repo!'ted thS.'t it noted no i1;dic8.!ti<Dn 
:that P.ue:!!:'..!i ~ould enter the conflict. 
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. effort developed into a l);.ily lntelligence Summary which v1ent to 

USAFSS am FEAFo This Su.rmnary was the diiys' recap of air ac;tivity. 
- . 

It was .expar:ded to include tactical air9 PV0 9 and other ~lll'~l 

activity. In addition, the RSM began a Monthly Aircraft Activity 
' ' 46 

Report (AATST Serles) in July;. Honever, the report.a were technica.l 

in nature and generally lacked RSM eval~tion ~rxl inte:..-~retation in 

light of C·:>llateral materialo 

Therefore, the RSM developed a. war room in July to furnish the 

nacessary capability !or· proper eval'..W.tion and interpretation of its 

11113 terial. In general, the c6mplatiac of this pg.rticular 1i!Upport 

project pro~'fd vary difficult and r-equi.red m.any .rocnths~ for it was 
. . .: I . 

retarded by shortages of collateral mate:.•ial an·:1 the pl-eY,.iling 
· · 11 

intell.igencs ~olfa ticn concepts Of hi~h.er -3Cb~_lon exploi ntiOl'lo 

Neverth~le~~, th~ RSM ~ontinued to r~quest colls.t.,~ral ma;tjrial 

th.rough -the renai.11der of· 19500 Moreover 9 during AugtJ.st the war room 

waa ~onve!""..ed into an operations roora for the Chiei9 RSMlb~eratior~ 
' · 1 

am. Chiei'si Intelligence Evaht!.t.ion. During this period, ·the RSM 

also tega.~ mainta:h'1:l.ng a current situation m.p cf. the KoJan action 
' I I 

at).'\ an Air Order of B9.ttle .for the Chinese C~mmuni.st and I El stern 
' 47 

Soviet air uni ts. 

47. Historica'!. Data Report., 1st RSMp ,Jul-Sept 1950. 

· 11 

3 Aug 19$©,, 

I. 
TSC 5h49B •. 46. Monthly Status ~port~ .1st RSMp Jul 1950 -=· 
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During September 1950 the RSM supplied 129 North Korean i terns 

to SRS, FEAF whfoh represented s. source. of intellig~1;ce from w}\lich. 

mov.!roents of troops and supplies, contemplated attacks (air and ground) 

&:r.d c.t'r~e:::- pertinent infonn.a tion oould be obtiined. Further, tbe Intel-

. ligence ~porting Unit began a periodic (10-day) Intelligence Summary . ' 

en 21 September Whieh included the t.otal aircraft activ1:t,y of major 

unit>S by principal areas. ·It also included RSM rem,arks on Safety 

o! Flight, Ta.ctical.1> Ci·v:tl Air1 PVO, Ninth and Tenth Administrative, 

and Chinese· Com:nunist nets.. It was disseminated -to USAFSS by lftlire 

48 I 
and FE.AF an:i GHQ.!) FEG by c ouner.. Yet9 the RSM, as late as : I 
16 Movembe:t< 19509 was forced t.:l by-pass theater dis!:emiriation piro

! I 
/ cedu:-es to proou!"! needed collate:ralo At t.r..at t.i.me» the RSMll •·1-
1 I I 

th~ugh it had requested a place on the distribution lists for · 

sevaral InU1lligence documents produced in the theater.., had to 

b~r:t>'.Yff the GHQ Intelligence Summary from the J.'.5th Fighter 1.nt.!Ti 
c~ptcr Wing for a short period each evening of the day the Su.mmary 

al'rl ved. 49 . I 
In the l'!!!sn:time, the problem of procuring colla t~.ral roate:,&l 

fer f'i•!ld p~.c.essing and repv:.:-ting became '30 acute 't::y Ncv~m;ber 19$0 

th:? t :1 t was reviewed at a .called inter--eervice meeting on 16 N!!;llm
~l:'o At that '<'.lim! ASAPAC, N.!l"t'Yll and R...<=IM urgently requested 't·hf IAir 

-11 
h8. M:cnthl;r St/itus Report, lst RSM, Sept 19.50 - 3 Oct 1950.~ 1'SC 

~~o I 
490 Historical Data Report.., ls t P.SY~ .l-.;.1-Sept 19;0. 
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Force r~presentative to sso,, GHQ, FEC to take action on the proble!!t 

so that certain collatera+ material could. be disseuina:t:.ed to the 

Ct\UNT colleotlon and production age~cieso * Although the represent.a.-

. tive indicated his personal desire to alievti.te the problem,. he stated 

that he was unable to take positive action immedia~elyo The meet-
'.. . ' 

ing did cause a smoother and faster eX:cbange of vo.ice tratrfo * * 
among ASAPAC, Navy and RSMo.50 , "' 

!n ewmnary, the !b"'M ini tlated·.~~~yeral 'reports during this' 
,. ' 

period designsd to fulfill theater: needs as expressed piece-meal 

or informally or antici~·ted~ by the ;squadrono Among these was the 

AATST series, which gained. ·?1ecogrii tion by Headquarters, U$AFSS, who 

.. soon adopted some of the analyt.1.c ':methods and techn.iques i'~mployed 

by ·t,he RSI.fin production of the AAT·S~·~?l HO'!Jever, b; 1;e.i~y.'·Deceiitber, 
USAFSS had. begun to view the AATSi" Reports as a duplication. of ·.funlit

io'M 'nwiU:ch should be ~rforiaed, 11 ·tor:tthe RSM by ~eadquar~r$·, USAFSS•5'2 

Historical Data Rep~rt; lst ~; Oot.-I>o<> 1950. · I 1 · · · 

2d Ind (Ltr Hq USAFSS to CO ~s~ RSMp Subj: Recommend!e
1

d Chan~e 
o:f the Monthl~ Stat113 Report, 17 July 1950) .. Hq US~1 t? CO 
Jst RSM,9 12 D.:lt 1950. 8 .. d. u6.. . . . . . . ··. . . 11 

Ltro 9 Hq USAFSS to :co, let RSM, Subj: Month:cy- Statu~! Report.11 
11 Dec 1950p s.d. 47. .. . . . · \I . 

Airailable records reveal th.at theater policy did not ~jl.low the two 
SSO ageMies to physical'.cy' disseminate certain ma ter'iail. without · 
personal approval of the Theater Intelligence Officer~! As a 
::re!Sult, 1st RSM personnel were fox,oeed to visit SRS 9 Fp.F and read 
i;m-the-spot CCJUNT material produced b:t the 3rd :RSM op.j two 
occasio.n;~~ · . . . · · I! 

** This agreement aided RSM in developing its initial voiee prooes-
sing effort. I j 

. . I 
'I 

TOP SECRET EIDER 

No Objection To Declassification in Part 2013/11/19: MDR·USAF-MDR-62597-1-2 

: ::':~·: 

·' 

·-



No Objection To Declassification in Part 2013/11/19: MDR-USAF-MDR-62597-1-2 
DOC ID: 37 ~7-095 

\ '-. 

-TOP . SECRET EIDER 51 

On ll Decembtir ~ USAFSS sugg&sted that tM AATST Report Qf; discontinued, 

unless a theater requirement for the report had been registered. 

Further, during D~cember, AFSS Charged the R&'M with the responsi

biUt:r for submitting electrically revised and more complete Dail:r 

I~tsums 9 Ten-Day Intelligence Reports al'.'.d Item Reports. This requi-re

ment not only represented the only specific and formal intelligence 

* . . 
requirements during the period.I) 1 t also signified the entrance 0£ 

US.AFSS into timely processing and reporting functions as indi.oated in 

the current USAFSS view toward the AA.TST Report.'; 
.. 

However, the .RSM shoruge of oolla teral was relieved som~what 

beca,use the SRS, FEAF increased i ta euppfy' or FEAF intelligence 

ll'l:l.terlal to the RS'Me Hence, the FiSM was oapabl~ Qt prccessfaigi and 

evaluating Detachment 11 c• products when these 1 tems be~n ar~}'ing 
: ! 

on 9 Dt.io~!llbe!r' 19$00 A_. tote.1 ot 681 such item;! were proees$edland 

d_tssoemi.'18 ted. by the RSM Intelligence Unit prior to 31 Decembe l S4 
· . . . 11 

2,on·~::"-::il. "",.;11.na];~is Procedures. From the ste.nd.poi..nt of cfitrol 11 

the prooed.Ul"'es de~loped or adopted by the RSM following the rr·-
., I 

b1:10:ak ·~:f' the conflict were also in support of ti.de<rustE1 field prooessing 

. . . . . . ·--~~~---
$)., Ltr w/Inol, Hq USAFSS to CO, l$t RSM, Subj.: Letter of '!':rans·· 

mitt.al for CIOP Noo ·2$ l.5' Dec 1,9$00 Sode 480 . JI 

54, lion thly. Sta 1"• Report, ls t RS!.!, Dee 1950 - 9 Jan 1951, Tt1 5W.90 • · 

* Th.tt crop by which this requirement was pla~ed established lv;l~:rious 
.:& t.!gorie~ ..a.rid t~s of a•.ltivi ty. to be reported as devise( ·t:iy ZI 
a.genoies. It al5o iner-ea.sed the analysis responsibility of the · 
RSM and dee!'ea.sed the reporting perlcd tor the Intaum 11 1..11 !.b-3.er w 
allow USAFSS to fulfill its imediate responsib!.li ty k· u11F • ~ 
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and reporting. By July .1950 the RSM analysis and control functions 
.. '. ., 

··had beeome specialized and had',.: been organizationally d ivorcedo Thus, 

tne squadron began·experiencing soma
1

in~idents wherein the needs 0£ 

t.he RS\{ analysts we.re not.. always ·fulfilled by the action or the Inter-. ' ' . 

eept Control Unit.. This prohlem was-_ solved ~ two ways. First ll the 

analysts -we re .furnished card9 whicl'ip '-_111 essence, was a reque~ t £or 
• ,l ••• • . . 

special coverage or speci!ic treatment of cases being cove.red. These 

requests were routed to th~· T/A Officer for· l':loncurrence 1 oons~lida tion 

and dispqsition. Further, ·the 'T/.t,. .officer pl.ac_ed an aut_omt~c termina-
. -

tion date on each cuep thus keeping the special requests eur~nt from 
' . ' '. . 

the standpoint of Intercept. Second~ the Operations, Ana:J.Ysis, and 
' . I 

Intercep·!:. Control ~ficers. were P~4'Si,ce.lly si mated in· t-hrl same room • 
. . · . . . I 

.. ,A.1 though each officer euperviaecf his ~wn activity.I> there was a _-constant 
. . I' 

.and rapid exchange of information and ideas whi~h per1!!itteq adjust-
. . . ' 

'I 
' I ments in intercept activity in a matter of minutes. In a(!~ition, 

. this pr.Xedure ;esulted ~n a c:roes-tralning p:i:"og1-am_ whichJ k·<lpplied 

competent operations offiee~.5~>" . , . . I · · · . 
ll'-"'ar.sion 0£ RSM Facilities. Aside from. t:.'le ana~is, :reporting, = . 11 

and ~ontrol programs, the RSM·ir1craased its ·capability by[ rapid expan-

&ion and joint agre.,,.nto durint! July-S.ptambe• 1950. · ,~ latte.• 

a.ppl"i::aoh 9 however, was generally limited to an ·:increase ij P.DF oapabi-
. - . I 

lityo By Julyp t"ne reM had two RDF sites in operation-o~e in Misawa 
I I .. 

11 Historical Data. Report, 1st RSY, Oct-Dec 1950. 
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a;.1d onEl located at Johnson AFBo .If.;i.rlng August an P.DF net within the 

RSM was established. ·An SCR 399 circuit was install-&d from 'Misa11a 

tc Squaaron operations; a field phone net was installed from opera

. tioz:s to the Johrison ei+..e, and a BC-399 was placed in operation in 

the RDF Control Sectiono Thus~ by using. the current one-time pad 

system, the RDF control could operate the net on desired assign-
,..6 

iente .:=> 

Meanwhile,!) on 26 Augu3t, ASAPAC» Navy and RSM agreed to estab

lir.>h a joint BDF network in the Fa·r Fast. The first link was ·to be 

the ltSM net which would be operated by- RSM c·pera tions o At that 

l)Oint ·.ASAPAC was experiencing o~rational difficulty w:tth its $)F 

.I d . J 57 M~-eqi.J..J.pl!lent an Navy did not have an FIDF s ta.tion in a;;a.."1. J..lli4•(J...1.1g 
. . I 

October, tb!! ASA.PAC station was added to the net after the original 

joint ~greemen.t 1'.'as revised.* A second joint RDF net was agr1iiu 
upon by ASAPAC and ft3M on 25 October 1950. It was to include the 

·. 11 
.fol!r.ming Bl:·F sites: Chitose$1 ASAPAC; Misawa"'. RSM,; Kyot.o, AS4P.,AC; 

. . I 
Hakato, ASAPAC, and/shiya, RSM. I>.lrlng Novembe1·~ the_Johnso]j 

Ashi;ra link of the RSM net wa:s canpleted by ir-'3·{.all:ing an ,SCR ys
radio circuit from Ashiya to Squadron operations. This cireu ll 

.. 
56. Monthly Status Report, 1st RSM$! July 1950.11 TSO 54u9B. 

57. rtd<i., ·Aug 1950, 3 sept. 1950. TSC 5449c. 

1 * Nevy did not enter the joint RDF net as had originally been ag~eed. 
Hence, ASAf'AC A1?4 RSM adopted another plan of opera tiono · 

35 
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later became the principal means b;y which the RSM could" c.cmmunica te 

directly with its Korean deta~hment. 

The emergency also increased the circuit requ~.rements and 

procurement or the RSM. One of the r.iz:st emergency acts bf this 
\ 

nature was the procurement of a direct circuit back to the Zone 

of Interior. Consequently; on ) July, a duplex teletype (:ircui t was 

installed from the RSM to the AACS transmitter in Tokyo; whfoh gave 

the P.SM a 'direct circuit to the A.PCS- relay station in Hawaii. 

However, the .ec;uipment. broke donn in a few hours, and the R3M was 
J 

forced to pa.es traffic to AA.CS Tokyo for relay to Hawaii, a practice 
. $8 ' ' . 

that continued for several daySa On 17 September the.~:i,reuit was 

again patched through Tokyo to Hawaii and thence to San Ji':t:ancisco · 
$9 ' . . 1 I . 

and Brooks ~FE. On 26 Septemberll this circuit ·•aa coqv;erted to . co . ' 
a full duplex all the way to Brooks. 

··I •, 

'l\'lo other circuits were added to the RSM Col1l!llun.icati:o\ns faoili- . 

ties during this period. Late in July, a simplex teletyprl circuit 

was installea between the RSM and tTSN--J5 to provide 1Jl!l'l1ediiate and 
. 11 • 

direct communicatfons :for operational tMffie.. However., py October, • 
I J , ' 

11 · 
the RSM weather ~.fi'ort h~.d increased to the ex+..&nt that a~~ticr.al 

' 

communicat.ion.s facilities with USN-.35.were neededo Hence~ a half /'" . . . .. . . . . I . 
duplexp neut:ral tdl-etype circuit whieh used a voice frequel'lcy carrier, _ . II · -. 
58.. Monthly St~tu~ Report, 1st RSM$ JU!le 1950 - 3 Jul 19J~o TSC 5449A .. 

I 

590 Ibid., Sept 1950 - .3 Oct 1950a TSC 51'49Da !
1 

&Jo Ib!!!• 
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was adde<;l. It was an on-line operation for classified tr'affio'. 61 

* solution., 

This cireui t required additional teletype equipment. Alth~gh 

the RSM was given eight days to install the circuiti> its request for 
. ( 

additional equipment was' f"~rwarded t'o Headquarters, AMC for approval. 

Consequently» the reu: converted its Class. 11 A'I circuits into standard 

oirouits and used its test eqt4pment to install the RSM portion of . 
the on-line circuit.· ·rt actualJ.i.proved more reliable than the. 

. . . . 6'! 
standard Navy eL""Cuit during the first 30 dl:).ys of ·operations. 

The second circuit was a ~ommunications l;lnk between Deta.clµnent 

"13'1 (Ashi:ta) and the RSM.. It wS:s installed 24 November to conn~c t 

the Ashiya RDF site wit~ t.h6 RSM net and to atford a means o~ qom

muni.cation with Detachment "C11 (Korea) •. This circuit wa.s a CW' ?!'adio 
. 6:3 . . , I 

link., It used a one-time pad (grill) system. ,This circuit ~s 
l j 

converted to a full du.plex on 22 December, and t:ecalD! oper~tioria:l as 
• 11' 

' ~ A . ' I a teletype circuit on 27 December. lso~ two matched doubl&~ I 
1 ! 

61 .. 

62. 

I. 

Ibid • .si Oct 1950 - 3 Nov 19$0. TSC S'449E. i 1 

~orical Data Report, lst RSM, Oct-Dec 1950. I 
Monthly Status Report, 1st RSM.si Nov 1950 - 3 Dec 1950. ~SO ~449F. 
~· j) Dec 195'0.si 9 Jan 1951., Tse 54490. I 

I 
For a full. account of the many,proble:ns encountered by the RSM 
in procuring and .installing communications equipment and tll

1

ej 
interim solµtions apP.lied by the RSM, refer to t..'le. RSM His~ori
cal Data. Reports for Jul-Dec 1950.. The reports were prepazrld 
by Major William Po Fife, Assistant Operations Officer, dur,tng 
that period. 
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&.."l t\!in!".as we.re ir.s talled at the RSM transmi tte:r site iil Nove·mber 1 
, ~· I 

to be used. for point-to-point communications between the d¢taoh-

ments o 

As for the e.xpandon :In regular inUi·~-cept capabi~ity, the emer

gency increased the tempo to the extent that .the physical plants for 

t;wo detachments were almost completed by 31 December. Detachment "A" 

or 11., was developed from Team 1t A11 at Misaw.a. tetachment 19 B" or 12 

was developed at A~hiya o Although both ai tes· h~d been sel"c te d and 
. 65 . 

.appro·ved by 13 April 1950 9 ·preliminary ar:rrulgements for ~M occupa-

tion o! tt..e Ashiya site were net begun until Juneo* Construction 
. 66 

action on both detachment facilities was initis.ted in July~ How• 

ever, both projects were under cdnstruotion by the end of. September 

with a four-ntonth e cmpletioo date by v:t~·tu e of Ii!- high priori t;r 
67 assigned by USAF. 

I I 

Meantime~ the RSM had begun a rehabilitation projectiQn its 
. Ii 

antennaso Th:.ta project 'Was completed by, 3~ October, exc~j for 

ceramic spacers i:n the transmission U:o.ei! and tennina.ting :vesistors 
. . I 

·tor sloping '' V" ~ntennas. In addition, the r.ie:w a on.s true tlln progral!t 

supplied 15 antennas for th'! RSM. Nine rhombics fo:i:- Det~chmen.t '*Att 
. 1 · 

?1ere completed on 13 n.,cember. The six rhombice. and six S~oping 1'V11 

· . I I .. 

65. Historical Data Report, lat RSM, :Mar-Apr 1950 .. 

660 ~., Jui-S-ept 19500 

......... 

/ 

; 

67. Monthly Sta~us Report, l.!t. RSM, Jul 1950 - 3 All.g 1950" TSC 5449.B. 1 • 

* Team *A 11 w~s deplo:;;ed to Misawa and took over exist.ing \r\ CS/RDF 
f.'acilities on 26 O~t 1949. · · · I . I 
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. 68 
antennas for Detachment 11 B11 were completed by 30 Dect>mber. .Although 

these projects added 20 antennas to the RSM intercept capability and 

provided housing facilities to accorrmodate Ui.e personnel J.;ncrea•se, 

other .factors .retarded .the immediate full operation of the detach-

ments. For instance~ full utilization of the antenna farm ·at 

Detachment tt A" was dependent on the construction of an Operations 

69 building which had not been au thori~ed in the original cont:rec t. 

Therefore~ a temporary antenna. (double do.ublet) was oonstr\jcted 

i:iear Team •A11 operations building in order to permit some regula!l' 

intercept activity o 

Position-wise~ the intercept capability experienced a consider-
' 

able growth. during t.~is period. 'lhe RSM had 16 CW posi tio'M ins ital-
; 

-)lo ' 
led on 1 July 1959. This total was increased to 25 by A11gust, :the 

increase being JM.de at the RSM.70 During Septemb&r five CWpos~m 
11 

tions w.sre installed at Ashiya. 71 I>.iring November one other poa~ticn 
I I 

was installed et Ashiya. By 30 December, the RSM and tt:.ree de:rh-
rne.t::1ts were opera.ting 36 CW and one voice position. Six of the fj"' 
positions were installed in Korea and manned by USAFSS persor1ne1!.I am 

I I 
72 I South Koreans. · I 

. I . 

68. Historical De.ta Reportp lst RSM, Oct-Dec 1950. 

6~. l£!9.·~ Jul~Sept 19$00 

?Oo Mt>nthly Status Report9 1st RSli.r Jell 1950 - 3 Aug 1950. TSC 5449B. 

71. ~·.!> Sept 1953 - 5 Oct 1950. Tse· '.su49D. 

72. llli• s- Dec 195'C - 9 Jan 19.5'1. TSC .5449G. 

* This did net include pc:siticns ·installed in Operation 11 13" ('!ra:L.,ing) 
,.,... w'bich were tandem positions to Oper.;.tions 11A" ( Tlegular Inte?"::ept). 
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As :for the personnel factor, the Squadron assigned strength 

increaaed from 10 to 18 o.f'.f'ioers and from 231 to 478 airmEln during . 

tjlis period in a.ccorda.nce with the new TC&.E a.ut:Oorizations. Yet, 

the: .RSM viewed the manning document as 1na.d.6quate in many eases, 

particularly in cpmmunications and clerical personnel. Moreover$· 

the R3M: found it necesaaey to conduct an intensive training program 

.!or newly assigned personnel in various speeia.li ti.es. 

N-ew operators assigned to the RSM were not considered sur-

ficiently t?&.ined to be assigned to a regular or productive ta.~k. 

'Ihe:refore, they were given a ref'?'13sher course in CW intercept procedu-

res. Arter they attained an adequate code speed ( 22 WPM) they were 

placed in· tandem positions to experienced oper~tors and c:9pied the 
i 

same cb<::uito As s.oct1 as the tar1Clem operators were able ~? o opy 
. : I . 

through interference with reasonable accuracy.ll they were assigned 
· 73 · · i I 

to low priority circuits. · Furtherp the IBM conducted all I OJT pro-
. I I 

gram for comunications personnel. t.1lroughout this i;eriodo.11 In .this 

zespect9 10 or the 50 intercept operators a~signed during!July-
. I 

'S~ptember 1950. failed to attain the necessary, speedo 'Ih~•Y were con-
. I 

verted into message center specialities in order t" fulfill the 
. . ! I 

com.m.unieations commitments.. These individuals proved quite capable 

in their new assignmentso 74 

73.. Bistorical Data ReptJr·~, lat RSM, Jul-Sept 19)0. 

74. !JE:2., Oct-Dec 1950. 
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COMINT }>IDDUCTION IN. kOREA 

From t.'1.e collapse of Project Willy to the deploytnent of Detach

ment "C'!, th! Air Force (OSI) COMINT effort in Korea continued t.o be 

centered around South Korean (Cho) production. The story of th~s 
:"v"i) 'ti (' tJJ.. I; ·v $ '-

.e.ff ort was writt,en by Major (then Lieutenant) Cho Yong Il, Com-

:nanding Officer, ROKAF ~t~chment 3o Although the validity is un

certain and some of the statements are vague, the OSI representative 

in Korea labeled the follcming account as "fairly accurate" as far 
* . .' 

as he could ascertain. In resume, Cho defected from Ccmmunist' 

territory in 1948 and later entered the OOK army;. Prior to that. time, 

Cho had been a radio operator and cryptanalyst with the North l,(9rean 

Aru.r:; at Chin.nampo ... ·He had also served in the Japanese Army anQ. !as a 

merchant seaman with .the Rlssia.n Navy o . 11 

Sou.th Korean COMINT •. Cho 1s narrative of the development J~ ROK 

. 75 · JI intercept. is as f'oll·~s ~ \ 

In De cell) ter 1949, approxima tel,y .four months after the Rep ~lie 
of Korea had beccme recognized by international authorl ti~s, 
a rebellion movement st.arted in the area around Yoeu and 11 

Sucbon in South Korea. When this situation had settled dtm., 
the Republic of Korea Army an:i Navy took steps to intercep,t1 

communications informa ti.on ths t t.ne North Korean agencies !' 

had used to start the rebellion.** · 

. . I l 
7~o Narrative by Major Cho Yong Il, CO, ROKAF Detachment 3~ Sub~i 

Development or ROK Intercept;. s.d. 49. 11 

* Information furnished by :Maj W:Ulla.m P. Fife (Assistant Ope:r-ations 
I I 

Officer and Detachment "C• Project Officer for the 1st RSM ®ring 
o.::t-Dec 1950) on 6 May 1953 after !'eviewing Cho's narrative\ for tre 
D::S/Operationss Hq USAFSS. . \I 

HQS USAFSS TSC No ~ 9·09l525 
'** Th:b effort viu cMt~m~d on pc1itical or suspected subversive 

communications. Copy 1 ............ 01. l Cnpies 

.n+omp ~s;;r:.EQGRRRETF-FEffl110EFRaR_ ..... _ ....... 3B ........... or. 1:92 .Pages 
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The ROK Ar.ny established their commu.""lica tions Watch Station 
at Tuk Som in the outsk::irta of Seot:l; the Navy set up their 
similar agency nth l5 men under control Q£ a Lt Kong; Yong Lip. 

I 

On .l Oc.tober 3949, the ~K Air Force was founded independent .. 
of the FIDK Arrey Aviation Troop and the task of collecting · 
communications intelligence was assigned to Section 4 under 
the Int.elligence Department of a:JKAF Headquarters. On or 

, about l April 1950!) this unit began to function. 

On l June 1950> Major Cho (then 2d Lieutenant) was appointed 
officer in charge of Section 4. During the month of June, 
Vfhen much work .was being performed coll6cting qualified 
personnel and equipmentll Section 4 was forced toe va~:rµate 
Seoul due to the unexpected aggression of the Nor-th Korean 
Arru:; against Una.med South Korea on 25 June 1950. 

' ' 
' At the time· the IDK Army Communications Int.A!'.'l lfaence 

A '?e"$9" had been organized with 30 .I!len / 
..J under Major Han Kwang llo They !est the majority of 

their equipment at Tuk Som in Seoul during their Wi thdrewal, 
but were able to set up five more radio positions at !J.'aegu.11 
Korea. · · '· 

The a:JK Naval Intercept unit also lost the majority of 
tb.dr equipment, hawever 9 they ':"eb1iilt at Chinhal Naval 
Cc~omunications Installation under the leadership of t~e same 
Lt Kong. During their st.ay in Pusan they be~ame at~thed to 
an ASA agency und-er EU SAK. Commande~ Kim Sue . Won,, u I Adj u- · 
. tant of p,1san Pl'.>rt Const.abular"J Headquarters 9 · became i the 
leader or t.'le Na.vy detachment under EUS_AK.. -l I ·· . 
Section 4 of the IDK.AF Intelligence ·Department had three 
recei•-.... n>Vi -~ few qualified per3Cil'.l."lel.' During thi$ I ttme., 
our 6. _ intereeptcd s"' ... ~ ........ r aw report that was I ~rans-
mi tted bv the Hwanghal-Do r Oua """1 Troop. Th.is mes-

" - - 7 'I sage dealt with the U. No bombing. , · We ; ,.""7orted this 
· I I 
serious m tter to Mr. Nichols l wfu.o was 
an advi.sor to the South Korean Air Force. - 1 l· . 

The 71!'J::'y day this message was dslivered, I was ?itdered . 
by- Mr ... Nichols to move our eq•.ripment and members to ~ house. 
Here, I received part of the old lesson 11 nON th~ emergency is 
here J come on to 'ar:f housee 11 This I could not retu:seJ so on 
17 July 1950~ we moved to his ?:.-ouse. I 

11 * This message was an enemy report on the ~ge cau:!..,Q.. ~.1Yil cne 
o! the £irst u.s. air strikes. 
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Maj' Han ..., J ·~c1:lld ha:rdl;r decinh.:>r- the current 
en~my code so the messages were sent to us / • to be de.-. 
~:r.;ptedo These decipheresi repor+-...s were subinl.tted to General 
Chang Do Yong~ who was Deputy for Intelligence, f()K Army. 

67 

On 9 August 19~0- ,.,.., .,~..,..,... -i:.o get better resul~, ROK Air 
and Navy ~orces L . f had cooperated at Mr. 
Nichols house to get better results. For a short ti.ma all 
worked at the same table; however, 18 August, the Naval d~tach
mant re+..u1111ed to EUSAK. 

On 3 September 9 more men wel'e added to my section and 
on 13 October the section advanced to Seoul. 

Since the front had rapidly advanced North {:lC· .. "-"ng 
to the victorious war situation, Lt Han Dong Jin / 
pro~otad t.o Captain7.9 two operatol'3 and one trans!ator t.... 

Er.g.1.ish7 ll:!.oved to S'ir..a.nju with a u.s. . f Sgt Pete.rsonJl 
·~o. carry on the intercept work on 17 November. 

Or. .31 November 1950 t.!-.e Sin.anju Detachment* evacuate~· 
and returned to Pyongyang. During the pgriod beginning in: 
Oct.ober to 20 Ifovemb-e.t", i'; was almost a recess time for u$'. 
bec·ause the North Korean forces were overnhelmingly pres~~Gi 
or encuated cming to the UN 1s ~.tY ~dvance. However, ~ 
a.ppro:x::ima tely 20 Novemberjj a:!! soon as tr.e Chinese Communist. 
ForYJes intered (sic) in Korea, the rero.a.r~ble change had I i 
appeared in communications networks.. These c~mmt.mica tions I 
net$ were i7idely extended due to the powerful a&sistar;ce 0£ 
the CCF and 8 Ce:rps of North Koreans. i: 

' 11 Once w-a had evac·u.a-t--ed Pyorigyang, w.:, became opera. tior4l 

t-

at &:Joul and c.:::r:.ti.'lued our Heaven given r.dssion at Ewhl-i 11 
Ur:d'll·erei ty as Detachment J of the Fi:r-st Radio Sc;u.adNn,11 Moyle. 

Detaohment 'C' C.!!!!fil. AJ; previo""J.s wtt.ed, very li tde Jfgrsss 

made on exploitation of the North Korean ~ommunications by jhe l.st 

* Sergeant Sc:human..'l was a member cf ·:-;.st RSM -;:ta,::t whi~~ was 
taken to Korea b7 Cs;cta.in William P. Fite / Assis urnt RSM Ope~&-

• · I I 
t.ions Offi.cer 1 an:i Captain KarnanJ) D~ta·chment Cor..liliar1der1> to ~fta.b-
lish the USAF.JS COMINT effcrt. there. S-!'!rgeant: S·::;hu.'W?~!"1D was assigned 

, I I 
the duty of l:i.&iso:i with Cho 1s unit s.n.i" th~rr:fo~e, .was view7d as 
Cc,mr.iander by the South Koreans. . \ \ 
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RSM during the ~um.."'ler and fall of 1950. Hence.P the 5th Air Force 

was primarily dependent on the OSI .effort !or its operational COMINT. . . ~ . 
. ·~ 

further, this effort by November :J.950 had dwindled to Cho a1ctivity. 

Consequently, the Director of Intt;!lligence, 5th Air Force,, !asked 

for a "Y'' type of service to augment his supply of tactical ihfonna

tion. Therefore, the Commanding General, 5th Air Force, in a wire to 
• • 1 

the Commanding G~eral, FEAF, on 20 November., requested the RSM to 

send a detachment to Korea .. FEAF immediately arranged a conference 

among members from 5th Air Force, OSij and ISM. It was decided 
t •• ·, 

that a detachment should be established' in Korea as s:ion as possible. 

Then, the Co·mnanding Gene:ral~ .~Al?, ordered the )..st RSM to . de-

ploy a detachment to Korea immedi"atsly and ~eplace the OSI ;Unit. 
. I I 

Actuallyp it was planned (by. FE.AF ~d RSM) that the ctdtachment 

would absorb the OSI CW effc.i-t ai::d esta~lish a Russian voi~e and 
. 76 . I • 

Chinese CW effort.. . The RSM was required to supply the equipment 
. . ii 

neces:Yary to mc1m.·c this field expeditionp because it was· ~ickly 
' . . .. .· 11 

determined that the majority of the ·Project Willy equipmeny had been· 
. . . I 1 . 

lost or was in extremely bad condition. Therefore, the RSM si..-pplied 
. · _ 11 ) 

the follaising equipment for the detachment~ _'.l'wo TC-9 (mif ied ; . 

one SCR 3991 one H0-17; one SCR 291; two PE-95 power units; three 
· · · ·· · 11 

PU-58 power units; (the RSM had only two PE-95 units onl"1i·); two 

PE-75 powe!" unit.:i; two squad ·tents with stoves; three 2-11.'2-ton 

11 . 

I 
I 

•· 76e Rtst.orical Data Report, 1st R3M, Oct-Dec 1950. \ 

I 
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' 

tl.~.:zks; two je6pS" an:i one PE-215 at. the 
\ 

requeet of 5th Air Force. 

· Cou¢urrentJ.y with the staging of this activity11 a major off'.en

sive was be:L"lg mo1mted in Korea and the Cargo Command would not 

S·~hedul~ an immediate airlift for the detachrnent., However.; Head

quarters 5th Air Force was notified of the delay on 2S November ~nd 

eight C-119 airerai't were ma.de a:vai~ble at 0600b 27 Novembero The 

detachment was divided into two elementso The capability for con.duct

-ing the North Korean ON act.ivity was to 'oo transported to Sir:anju, 

v.·hile Russian voice and Chines-e CW capability was scheduled to be 

est..abllshed at Pyongyang near Headquarter.S_. ~th Air Forceo Heno~, 
. ' ' 

only one TC ... 9 Uld the RDF equipment was dispa tehed to Sinanjuo The 

aircraft were dispatched individually since the weather was IF!t~ ;· 
, I ; 

All planes were ·loa.de-d by 10$0 hours and th~ fi:r-st aircraft arr:i:yed 
'' ' at P-.rongyang at 1400 hours. It was originally scheduled to prorted 

to S:lnanjuo Howev·e.r, the_ aircraft, carrying two PJii...95 power units, 
. ·· · 11 

the H0-17 D and most ot the voice personne 1, de·..reloped engine trouble 
. . . 11 

and returned to Ashiya, the staging point. The personnel immed:fj:tely 

l I 
began hitch-hikfog tu Ko:rea.11 but thay did n~t arrive at the det!flclh-
ment f:.·r aeveral days. 

While the planes were enroute to Korea, the Chinese Cem.~unist9 

launeihed ~n a ttaek which imed:i.ately jeopardized S~.r.anju as a sit. 
The detach.'llent commander, a.boa.::-d the lead plane.~ learned cf the 1

1 l 
I 

situation while enrou.te a..'ld divertad the S1na.'1ju airc.rai't to fylllr.ang., 

C on•eque ntly, on 2 8 No.;_mbor, ih e two TC-9 's we re plaeeci in opeir ion 

L~ :~· :: l,.'. :: .~ ~ .; . 
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r.e6r Headqu:a.rtere, 5th Air Force, and the Detachment Commander and 

one NCO i'lew to Sinanju to assume comman:i of the OSI Intercept Team 
' ' 

(Cho). During the night of the 28th, however, th! Chines~ Com

munist break-t.hrough threatened to engulf' Sinanju a'nd the' Team was 

ordered back to Seoul. This evacuation of personnel and ~quipment* 

was . performed by air on order of the Comrrie.nding General, .5th Air 

Force.. Also,, the element a.t Pyongyang was forc·ed to withdraw. 

Its vehicles .1oined an Air Foree convo;y and the personnel ·and s<:me 

radio 9quipme.nt were flown to Seoul. On 30 November, hou~ing faci-
' -

lities were allooa ted to the Detachment. The following day the 

Sou.th Korean Team JOSI-Cho) joined the Detachment and oper~tions. 

were begtmo The project officer then returned to Japan with the SCR-

291:> which was damaged during the evacuation. A chinese-~i:Jea.king 

• t \ 
otficer was sent out from the ~M to act as an interpreter1becaiJ.Se 

'I 

I· 1 
one of the Koreatia could speak Chinese fluently. I 

I.I 
By 10 Dece~ber, it. appeared that Seoul would be a. reP,eat of 

11 . 
Pyongyang. Therefore, the Chinese language Officer was ~·ent to Ta'!gu. 

to arrange ror a site, and on 14 riec~mber all personnel .JJ'equipment» 
. . 11 . . 
except an op&rat;.:i.ng nucleus,. was ordered to 'l'a-egu by convoy!° These 

leap-frog t.aetics permitted operations at Se~ul until the ·tt! st minute. 
. . I 

It also.allowed the Seoul unit to fly to Taegu and resume o erations 
I. 

* The original plan had 'been to evacuate by truck,, H~ev~t the. 
truck brqke down. So the Project Officer. procured air t:bns-
porta ti on through the CG, 5th Air Poree., . · . [ .. 

. \ 
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:!.n a few hours • .Actually., i.t was at this site that pay-oft QJ>er:a-
. 77 

-i;ior..s wer·e esta.blishedo 

By the end of December 1950 9 the Detachment was interceptin;g CW 

transmissions and dist-:7lbu't;.ing approxirrately eight copies of its; 

products to various agencieso The. Korean operators would copy the 

intercept.. in pelicil and band the· oow to another Korean who wou~d 

t1•analate 1 t into pig Iat1::1• . Then, ano.t~r Korean would polisQ up 

thei: copy and give it to the RSM personnel who ·'WOuld process and 

compare the rra terial vd th whatever source was available be£ ore 
78 . ' 

disseminating th'! producto Although .established disseminat~on and 
.. 

exploit-e.ti.on pt•ocedures of 'that .Period tended to minim::ll:e tr.e uti-

litI "Value of theJ'roduct.a, it was dill"ing. this period that AFSS. 

( proved its ability to produce combat COMINT for- the Air Forceo ·,For, 

durirtg the Hamhung .b.:::iachhead evacuation, the Detachments composed 

of two of'ficer~ and :2$ s..irm6n» supplied accurate and advance *orma-

' I . tion to th~ U.No Fo:rees en enem;y troop strength» disposition, ~d 

ti"1e and places of at.tack Which proved extreztely \'aluable in ~, 
oper~tionc. I 

, pissemina tion a~ip :!£e:eloi ta ti on Problems o In respect to thJse 

problems, the ,June-December perio:! of 1950 wi 1'1 .. •ed the rapid I 
~~tallization of conceots ·which were far in advance of availa'.ole _,,_ - I! 

77, Historical Dei;a Rep<>rt, 1st RSY, Oct--Deo 1950, 11 

?8. Histocy of Detachment 11 cn as present.ed by Major Don.s.!.d Re~ 
- (now Lt Col) TJ ls t :RSM Operations Officer at the ini t.ial US4fSS 
\ommazde~ ' Co~erenc~ held at Brooks AFB :tn Oct 1951, s 1

1

,. 50 • 

(. ( ~ ... ; . I ;.• (. I ... . \"'\J1.,I ... \. ,, L'"' ..... .. 
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facil.!. ties~ lloreover 1 a-ome 0£ these concepts appeared cempletely 

i'oreign to pr;actices established prior to the emerg~ncyQ 

Ger.erall;y, the established dissemination practices, CO:MINT

l!'ise, had teen develcped unde!" the concept of highest ~che'.lao 

production of usable intelligence.. ~lthough th-a Air Forc·e1 had 

made a start toward timely exploitation of CCMINT, * the op$ra-

tions we:oe strongly influ-enced by traditional production practices. 

A::. l&te as September 19509 the date that USAFSS adopted ite first 

proposed SOP. for operation .of tiaison (SRS) Officer, the primary 

mission of these offices was viewed as: to conduct special., :re.search 

s tu.dies thl'Ough the applicable Ie:M: for the A-2 ot the Command being 

served and the evalu~tien, collation,» and diss~mina tijn o£: the . 

ma tel'i.el received from the RSMo Tha secondary mias~on, as proposed, 

' !or. thase SRS •.':)fficea, was t."lat of collecting and furnishii;lg all 
I 

items ot special intelligence as directed by the· Command 4.;.29 and 
I'. 

collecting and forwarding to Headquarters USAFSS calla te~~ informs.-
. ! 

tion obtained lc-cally,, wM . .oh 11'8! btt'lieved t...::i be of interest! t.o 
I I 
I I 

~adquarta~ 2 US.AFss... To perform tirl,s m:lssion.o the SRS w11ld b.e . 

authorized a erJPtographic e;ystero common to OSAFSS and the' ,applicable 
l 

RSM !or the purpose of requesting missions am moni tOring re l"'!SUlts. 79 

. TI -
79. Ltr. (w/Incl) Hq, USAFSS to CGp FFi.AF, Subj; Proposed! SOP For 

USAFSS U.aison Officers j) l Sept l9S'Oo This SOP was rp!rwarded 
to all major air commands in S~ptember l,Q$0 for comment\' s and 
to the RSM for information. s .. d. 51.. \ 

* USAFE esta:bl~hed a COMINT SRS in ~:roh 1949 tc collateL poMINT 
wi'ch other ds.ta. FEAF and RSM did the same in October ][9u9,, 

I I 
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Fi:na!.ly .11 the transmission ,t;acill ties available and the eapabi

li ty of the field col;ection arid precessing u...111t (RSM) 'tended to 

jus ti.fy the sta tu3 quo in COM:INT p:'?duotich and exploitation. There

fore, tt.e problem, at lea_st from the standpoint of the RSM-, consisU!d 

0£~ First, tr.e establishment of a raputation for product-ion of a~curate 

and t-imely information in usable form; second, the procurement of 

~dequate dissemination facilities andJ third~ the implementation-o! 

tac.tical COMINT concepts. The sol:v.ticn app~!'ed even me.re dii'fi~ult 

because the three phases of the enigr.n -seemingly required simultaneous 

sobtion. Moreover, the RS:M was obligated to furnish the Air Fetce 

a COMilff service iu C•::impeti_tion ·with a larger and better-eatablished 

agency. 

Meanwhile, as a consequence of the prevailing concepts and ; 

inadequat.e commu!lfoations, in July 1950,11 the RSM was nc•t dir·ectly 
ii 

a~so~i.ated--tied-in communications-wise--with Proje.-,~ Willy. A'.fSos 
I I 

D.,_11 J '- :1 tho i."l.adt!!q':.la.te p:rotHH~e:!.ng capability of the ~"' p ,·l.lS tu.e eurre~I 
i . 

C.Oncep ~ CB.US~ the squadron pr UC i;,s vO e regftl"le(1 as ra.-w ...., t d od • .. b · · da ..... ~,, I 
a!'~:i t{i be fol'l'ili.rded tei tl-t! SR.'3 11 FEAF for exploitation (e-.ralU!lti~t}, 

'-'cllA'.:·i.:'!ns and dissemination) o Her~ce ~ the termination of ProjeJl 
Willy was the fil"st break in the erdgma fo;:< the: ll$M. It afford~J 

. . 1 I 
thi! Sq1iadron an oppor'\':::.J.ni ty to devdop & truly '1.ls&ful and ti!llle-ly l . . - I 
90MINT prod:;r:-:·tion capability o · · i j 

· 
1 Fortuna te~v. the ir.itial i'ield prccess: . .ng effort' implemented by 

...., , . 11 
- . . I 

th~ ht RSM :L"l September w.as outsta.'"'lding. Forp it drove -whe fij5lt 
I I j 
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two effective wedges i!lto the enigma.tic problem, although the effect 

_ waa not illllI:ediately discernibleo The first incident occurred 

15 October 1950. At tr.at time the !SM .f'orwar:ied its trar.sla ti on of 

a ~Tor'vh Korean message, intercepted by the OSI unit; to the SRS, 

FE.AF, which read: 

KOREAN 
TO: 99.! 

FRCM 86H 

Korean Translation NR .306 
Inter~ 15 Oct 1016Z 

Wait fer thi! opportune time for the~ 2sx3 . -tJas 
0

n.saN• tM t.entativo fixed day for ":hO publlc anno1mcemen· 
q 25x3 netween the 20th and the 22nd day r·--- -25x3 ·.- ( l 

----- --- --- -- - .• 80 
On the 20th of C:Ctober, the SRS sent the RSM the._ fQll'JWing wire: 

Cclonel Hol.3claw [.Air Force representative to ss~,·~H~"'Fiip,:,, BG-3 6 

requests that raw tra!fic on your Koi-ean t:ransiation J06 ·EO 
3

'
3

b
131 

be fc.rwarded to ASAPAC for translationo Check with iristruct
ior~s to ASAPAC to relay their translatlon to SP.S soonest. 

I 
ASAPAC prcrrl.ded the follcming tr.ansla tion of the message in question 

- 31 j; 
on 25 Ci: tober. 1 

You will relay this message to Co!!'.mand Hq Min Gul11 T_U.n
ing Regiment Commander, at Yon Kil. Please send all ;the 
memb'!rs or the Kim Del Won crew at t?nce to An tungo J!:d 
the event tr..at the Jl.-10 is delivered to An tung b,r sdvliet 
Pilot, the Kim Dol Won cre>Y will inmedia tely com~ to 11 
.Antung by train, or if' I.. is delive1'1!d by ouI"1 pilot 9 you will complete all n~cessary p~eparations app 
wait for orders. The expected date of dell-.-ery is qe1tween 
2:'.l and 22 October o . 1 \ 

' I I 

! : 

80. TWX) SRS, FEA.F to CO, lst RSM 5 Cite l MH-3138 20 
Sodo $2o 

81. M~::io 1 ASAPAC to SP.S, FEAF', No. 978 9 23 Oct 19)0 o 
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. •·:.. Subseq'uently, both the c.iviUan aralyet and Catholic tr.ansl:ator took 

exceptial to the ASAPAC :tr£.r!Slation .... Both ar.swe:red that the message 
' •f • ' 

' ' 
fu question did not uontain sufficient groups to supply the above 

• I ' I 

, information. Therefore :i .... the '•FBM ~op~ned the dtSC?sdon. on 2 N6;vetnber 

'by collating its item with other data and forwarding copies to Head

quarters, USAFSS and the sso, GHCh rec,.· At the same time, the ~ 

pointed out to the SRSj FE.AF that the RSM translation No. 306 wa:s a. 

' . 82 
tip-off on the Chfr~ese. entrance into the war.· · It was later d~ter-:-

mine:d that the RSM transls.tio?- was ·forwarded cy the i'ast&st mea;~.s 

from FE.AF to USAF arid was ~eceived by the President •. 
' 

AgainD in early Noven:ber, the· ~M p:::-oo~ssed a message and .fk)r-

w:a.roed it to the SRS. This trtmsl9.M .. on ifiifoa ted there were ap:proXima

t.ely 100 aircraft ori. Antung airfield.a The S·RS did not agree "idfth the .. 
. RSM eonoluslonj) for the of.:f.'icer .b6lieved that too many gr-oups. w1~re rriis-

. . . I 
sing to be certain. 'J;'he .Directo,r of Intelligence.I) FEAF, concur.Id in 

this ~onservative SRS estimate of the RSM repcirt .and a. ccepted ~111!i ASAPAC 
. It 

t,";"a."'l.slation which 1.ndi_c-ated only two air·craft. Three ds.ys lat~lj photo 
· i I 

rec:onnaisse.r!oe ·i:!.sol.osed that t.hel'e w~r'! 101 aircraft on Ant.u."'lg 1air-
I ! 

field. · I\ 

The s~» although vie-wed as ultra""°onsern.t.ive by the RSM.111 
ac~tually .aided the RSM in establishing i tS reput&.ticn by :tt.s ac on. 

In addition, the conservative at.~1 t.ud~ !'Jf the SRS towa;:d RSM repbl :rting 
. . I 

8<. TWX, co, ls t RSM to SRS, FEAF, Cite: llM-246, 2 Nov 19;;,:- \+d. $:, 
I 
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crystallized. the fallacy of the current COMINI' exploitation concept 

and forced higher echelon participation in the solution to. the pro

blem. This participation on the part o! FEA:F and Headquarters AFSS, 
l. 

resulted from two alerts called by the RSV during Oct.ober...:November 

19500 Although the SR) questioned the validity of the in~ormation 

causing both alerts, without any disastrous results to the Air Forces 

in the Far mist~ a· recognition of the potential danger or such a 

practice was established. In one instance the reu was requested to 

justity its calling the alert and did so to the satisfaction _of the 

Director of Intelligence, FEAF. On the other occasion, the RSM was 

. complying with a Headquarters AFSS directive and so stated.
83 

As for the dissemination and exploitation of Detachment "C" pro

ducts., the majority of this material was passed through army channels 

and employed accordingly during the early phase or the Detachment's , 

activity in Korea.. When the Detachment became operational, its only 

. channel of communications with the RSM was an SCR 399 CW link back to 
I I · 

Ashiya and thence to Johnson.. This link operated on a daiiy schedule 
. ' 

I 

and used one-time pads., Therefore, 1 twas too cumbersome :t;or any-
I I 

thing except routine messages. As a result, .all opera tiona,l !llStters went 
. I 

from the Detachment to the sso~ EUSAK to SSR, GHQ, FEC to ISRS1 FEAF 

to RSM. !neorning operational matters retraced this. channeL 

. ! I 

83. Memo to Colonel Smith by Operations Officer, lat RSM, l.3 May 1951. 
Sodo SS., 

I 
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Some l~cal dissemination (approximately 85 items each 24 ho'urs) 

was ma.de by the Detachmerl.t to the A-2» Sth Air Force o Also, the 

A-2, ROKAF recei-ved som~ products from Cho, who was acting Commanding 
. I 

Officer of ROKAF.? Detachment Jo The A-2 » 5th Air Force, did not have 

a CO.MINT exploitation capability (storage facilities and a COMINT 

officer who could furnish adequate cover for and effe~tively exp~oit 

these prcd.uct.s) and, therefore, relied on higher echelon exploita

tion. Any strike based on COMINT during this period was generally 

promoted by EUSAK and FEAF., So9 for several months the Detachmept 
. . . 

produced valuable tactical intelligence that .became historical data 

while adequate combat COMINT e:xploi ta ti on facilities were being 

developed. However, during this period~ the detachment effort was 

concentrated primarily on North Kore.an Army nets because the Norrth 

Korean Air Force had been annihilated during the first 1'1eeks of the 
' 

conflict.· Thus, the information produced~ although it contained; 

valuable target data £or 5th Air Force, was 

thl!I Ground Forces and vras so enployed., 

of vital importance! ito 
~ I 
: I 

HEADQUAFa:F.RS SUPPORT ! I 
I 

Other than implementation of th6 interim Project Willy~ th~ 

I. 
immediate concern of Headquarters, USAFSS~ was to augment the Cfpab1-

11 ty cf t.he lst RSMo The first proposal recorded in this £ieldl
1 

~as I . 
ma.de on ? Ju'.cy by the Chief 11 Plans and Projects o At that t-ime l re 
individual pointed out tbat personnel assigned to th& ls~ RSM wj~ 

Russian specialists and could not cope with the adjacent so.u~es of 
.. I 

HQS USAFSS TSC fb '[ 9 -os::.25 

Copy l 
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trouble, i.e .. , Chinese and Kllrean. Therefore,11 the lst RSM needed to be 

augmented by attaching two flights of' the 8th RSM to the Far Ea:st 

unit. These nights were to be manned by personnel who cquld process . A . 
the Sino-Korean traffic. Although the principle of thi~ proposal 

was later developed and effectively employed in the solution or the 

Chinese problem, the s.bsolute scarcity of' qualliied U .s. personnel. 

and the relucta.."lce to use indigenous personnel prevented Eilff'ective 
. . . .. 

e:xploitatic;n of the Sino-Chinese activity until late 19510 Neverthe-

less SJ the USAF Security Service continued to advocate the .use of' ind1-

genous perspnnel and to develop a Chinese Ianguage Traini~g program 

throughout lthe ·period., This problem is discussed further lin successive 

~hapters. . . . I .. 
) 

.. Logistic Support. In relation to augmenting the RSM ;c~pability, 
l 

1;.he new P.BM TO&E became eff'ective 31 .July 19500 Neverthel'ess, it was 
· , . ; I 

imnediately apparent to USAFSS that the TC'&E would have jj be revised 

if' the ESliPs we're to accomplish their mission. Consequentil.y1 Head

quarters, USAFSS, requested authority to reyise the docu+btp btlt the 
. I l 

request was disapproved. Therefore, USAFSS requested autplri ty to 

insert cells in the TO!:.'.E to provide necessary personnel ~l:i equipment. 

Headqu'l rters USAF agreed to this proposal in Deee~ber l9'sb\.. 
11 

· 11 ··· 
84. F&R, OPP to CC0.11 Subj: Proposed Specialized Detachment f'or 

lst RSM, 7 Jul 19500 s.d. $6., · l I · 
* Information f'Umished by Mr. Rllph J. McCartney, Technical Advisor 

" 

···"'-

·to Commander, AFSCC ~ Hq USAFSS.. Mr. McCartney was Cittllan Chief 
of the Headquarters USAFSS .Analysis .. Di.vision in July f.9$9. an9- !'as 
aeti ve in planning and developing the Chinese I.ang·u.a.~.1 Training · 
program. I 

l i 
·" 
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Concurn?ntly3 Headquarters 3 USAFSS, established £our pers~~.nel 

procur·&l'llent projects, which were c1esigned to furliish the Command 

-with .,.approxims.tely 1~000 ainnen trained a& '1!'yptographic technicians 

and :repairmen~ Intelligence Specialists, and Traffic Analysts o 'Yet, 

the producte of these projects would not begin reporting tor a~sign

ment prior, to April 1~.51. Further» on 20 December 19.50, USAF 

allocated USAFSS an add.itiQnal $70~000 for civilian hiringo This hiring 

was immediately concentrated on college graduates who could be trained 

as traffic ar...a.lysts and intelligence specialists. Finally, a pr·e-army 

I.a.nguage School course in Russian was developed and established. in 
' 

HeadquarteJ?s ~ USAFSSo ' 

In addition to initiating long range support projects for the 

field ~nits!· Headquarters USAFSS requested a continuous air pI'iqrity 

!or overseas shipment of equipment 9 particularly non-standard j,~ems 

of commu..."lications equipment. Headquarters, USAF modified and ,P;proved 

the request9 which allowed automatic shipment of 2500 po~ds of. !equip

ment to th~ Far East each month. Water shipment of equipment J
1

8;s also 
• I 

placed under· .r·ig!d control designed to expedite. the shipping p1\°edures 

and to \>:eep the field units informed as to the whereabouts of tlieir · 

orders.~ . Finally ti Headquarters, USAFSS furnished FE.AF $1.3 mil~on 
i I 

* During the construction of the antenna farm at AshiyaD it wJs
1

1 deter-, I 
mined py the RSM that the Japal"'.ese contractors could cons 

1
te their 

''ont.:ract without completing of the farm if certain mat~ria s not on 
hand when required. It was also determined that the necessar.y antenna 
kits were not on hand. The ref ore. the RSM' wired USAFSS to s ~p the 
ma tei-1:al immediately. USAF SS shipped the kits by boa. t and :!Jrf ormed 
the· RSM pe.rsonnel what date to meet the boat. The ship did lrllot have 
the kits for the antennas nor the mani!'est~ After· three wee~~ of 
frantic search.by the RSM, the kits showed up at fEAMCOM, .301 miles 
from the port. · The RSM was never able to dete_:i::~i.z;.e_.b-~. the.;-}d,t.t.s 
arrived in p~rt without a manifest and spe);l"tUtli..~e weeks- enroute 
to FEAMCOMo 
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dollars for construction of new facilities :for the lat RSM at Ashiya 
85 

and Misawa. 

Analysis Support.. From the standpoint of processin~ .support, the 

policy followed by Headquarters.11 USAFSS, during June-December 1950, con

tinued to be somewhat s il!lilar to the evolved USAFSS concept as o:f 

25 June 1950~ eog., analysis at Brooks as was_, necessary to meet 

various Air Force requirements an_d to effectively control the ffiM 

activity.* Consequentl~s the structure of the Headquarters Aralysia 

effort underwent· various changes as the war continued and: the USAFSS 
I ' 

capability increased., By the end of December 1950.11 the Qp~rations · 
· · I I 

Directorate:i Headquartersll USAFSS, had been reorganized ~j!to tour 
. . . I 

divisions, i.e~p Analysisp Control, Conmunications, and ~tlhnical. 

The Analysis D!vision was subdivided into three Sections, i.e.ll 
11 . 

Traffic Analy5is 1 Machine ProcessingFnd Dissemination, antl the 
·· . · · 11 · 

T:raffi~ Analysis Section was also subdivided into six bralf hes, ioe·~ 

long Rtnge Air.o Air Armies, PVO,; Safety of Flight~ DevelopmentD and 
' . ' . . · 11 -

Special Studies. This, in :ttSeli', indicated the specialized approach, 
· 11 

T/A-wise~ ad-opted by E'eadquartersi> USAFSS, as well as refilects the 
. 11 

growth or the Direetorate of Operations.. It. also indicates the 

I I 
85 0 Historical Data. Report.11 USAFSS, Volo III» .)l Dec l95pl 

. 1 I 
* This :pr.ocessing concept was advanced to DIRAFSA by CG p;>AFSS in 

Marich 1950 during .AFSA-USAFSS negotiations on· the division of con
trol and processing :responsibilitie~ delegated by JCS ?p10/6 .. At 
that poiJ:lt» AFS1 advooa ted restricting processing at Brooks to 

-limited technical development and oollation with AFSA .. 1 iHoweverj) 
no f'ormal agreement·'waa made at that time.11 and USAFSS r?ntinued to 
develop its processing capability in accordance with i:tf expressed 
concepto . ' 
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innuence o! AFSA, which supplied personnel to a.ssi:!'lt in i.rnplemect-
86 

ing the reorganization of the T~ffic Analysis Section~ 

Br·iefly » the Leng Rar..ge Bra.nc'tt concentrated on separating 

T.actical and L:lng Range units and identifyi,.ig the tong Rang~ units 

in order to establish continuity. The Air Armies B~noh perfarmed 

a. similar function on known Air Ancy traffic and supplied some 

TmA t.o the Squa.drt>ns. By the end of December 19.50 !! this bran<::h 

had begun analysis of the neager voice traffic in an attempt tc 

develop the Ai:r Army AOB for the Far East. 

ip. L. 86-36 
EO 3.3b(3) 

The PVC effort of that per10d was, indeed, Sm-lll (six per.sons) ol, 

It was generally concentrated on the study of operating procedures o! 

25x3 

860 Hi.s·torical Ila ta Report, DCS/Oper·a tions 9 Oct-Dec 1950. 

* Information furnishedbyMro Ral:ph1J• McCar·+...ney. 

:, .. 
:,,. 
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25x3 ~ L-~-....~_,..~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-....~~ 
Meanwhilep the Safety of Flight Branch was attempting to. deter-

mine the system used in generating and allocating aircraft and\ gromi.d 

station call signs. On 15' November the unit recefied the first 

25x3 

I' 
'I 

The effort directed toward traffic iden ti.fica ti on pr.for to 
I I 

November_l950 was actually a sorting activity. By Decem~~r, the 

. I! . Branch had become truly an identification mi.it and a trai!ning pro-

ject for incoming traffic: analysts. It was further re0p~ib1' 
for fumi•h.ing teehnica1 in£onnat1on to. the RSM•s. Also,\ ithl:> unH 

identified and developed new nets to the extent ·they could be 
I 
i I 

87. Historical Data Report.? DCS/Operationsp Oct-Dec 19..50~ 
I - I 

I 

* Information furnished by .Mr. s. W. Bowers~ PVO Analystl' AFSCCs Hq 
US.AFSSo Mr. Bov1ers joined the embryonic PVO unit at Headquarters 
USAFSS in October 195'0 and was active in the developmerti thereof. . I 
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transf~rred to specific branches f~r future analysiso* 

In summary-' the analysis effort at Headquartersll USAFSS, had grown 

consider-ably larger by D!cember 19SO.? had· adopted a sophistica:ted 

structure 9 and had been assigned a definite miss,ion. It was supPly

ing some technical repo~ts and squadron backup» but its intelligence 

:reports Wl.'!re more or less of historical interest by the time they 

were published. A su:xmary of the Traffic Analysis situation at 

Headquarters & USAFSS,, during Novembe!'<"December 1950, written by an 

officer in charge of one of the branches, discloses the following 
88 

es tima. tes: 

88. 

1. The date level of compl.e ted reports was appr-oxima tely six 
months subsequent to the date of intercept. Message reporting,, 
based on Intsums ran two or three days after date cf act:ht,ity. 

2 ~ ~w traffic and techn:!.cal reports were be.ing pr-oce.ssed 
an.d cc·mpiled on case number and limited area bases~ 

3. There was a definite and expresped aver5ion on :f:he part 
of the majority of the pers . .:>nnel to the processing of tra.f.:fic trans
mitted to i:·his Headquarters by electrical means. 

Lo The llspot•' intelligence items derived from te:etype., traffic 
and reported bv electrical means was r.iil o Some reoort.s we~e made. 

J • , I 
These were based vn 11 spot 11 items from tb.e RSM. \ 1 

. I 
;>. The prvgram established for the disseminatioo of· opera

tions collateral for suppurt of the analysis and field uriit 
activity was still in an experimenta+ stage. 

Hi.a torical Data Report, Di:rec tora te of Operations s 
1951. SAG lh27. 

* This unit w·ae actually reorganized in November 1950 v:> perf1f1 
technical intelligence uporti.l~g functicns, ! .. 
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Field Control. The control problem was rapidly beco~ing one 
I 

of major importance during this period.. In respect to th.is problem, 
I 

which actually included a division of production responsibilities 

as well as oontrol of collection facilities, .AFSA and USAFsS had 

requested a higher echelon decision on the rapidly growing 
. . 89 . ) 

issues prior to July 1950. At that time, AFSA desired ~irect opera-

tional control ot all intercept facilitiesR both fixed aqd mobile, 

while USAFSS believed AFSA should place only bulk Soviet Air and PVO 
' ' . ' . ., 

inter.:!ept missions on Headquarters, USAFSS. However P no offic.ial 

decision was made relative to a proper diviai0n of contro~ (mission 
. . 

assignment) and processing (analysis and tech!iical support;) responsi-

. bilitiea •90 Therefore, USAFSS generally recognized theat~r require

ment.a and early- warning responsibilities in assessing inteircept 

assignments. Also~ USAFSS continued to recognize the AFSA bulk .assign-
. 91 

men ts cor.cept of control. I 
. I 

.! 
. I' 

89., By the time AFSA was created, the planning crystalli~~d by USAFSS 
to fuU'ill its COMINT mission to USAF included collection and pro
duc tion of Tactical Intelligence for Theat.er Afr Comlnanders 'atld · 
Strategic: Intelligence for USAF. The directives cre~~ing AFSA and 
establishing its mission seemingly duplicated the cr&ljlta.llized and 
delegated Air Force COW:NT mission. At· least confli?ting cone'epts--

. st,rategic responsibilities vs tactical responsibilltibs of U. s. 
. I' 

CCUINT production-~soon evolved from var101s inte:rpr~ri.tions of the 
departmental directives. After monthS of negotiatio?r by AFSA .. and 
AFSS in an attempt to reconcile the concepts and esta9lish respon
sibilities, the DIRAFSA :requested AFSAC to advance al <jlecisiono 
Also., USAFSS requ~ted USAF to advance a decision. (See History, 
AFSA-US.AFSS Relationsll May 1949-Jan 19S3ll 10 Sept 195].) 

90. History, AFSA-USAFSS Relations, May 1949 - Jan 195.31

1

10 Sep:t .1953. 

91 .. ~· 
I 
! I 
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Nevertheless.I> by September 1950, the unoffidal (USAFSS Bulk 

Assignment· Control Plan) intercept control procedure had become 

obsolete and the control issue became a prime factor ag~in iri the 

COMINT/collection efforto Actually, USAFSS had outgrown the ·interim 

control plan position-wiseo * Further, USAFSS had begun publis,hing 

its intercept plans monthly, which reflected a more rigid Air ,Force 

:requirements.92 Therefor!!!~ on 18 September 1950$ the Director of 

Intelligence8 USAF and DIRAFSA., adopted an agreement in :respecit to 

assigning tasks to USAFSS mobile intercept facilities.. This a:gree-

ment permitted USA.FSS to control all of its voice facilitiesc but 

allocated contr'Ol of the radio-printer and automatic Morse as;sign-

m&.ts to AFSA,. 

as follows :93 
Control of the hand Mors~ facilities was allocated 

1 I 

I, 
AFSA and USAFSS would jointly control hand Morse assignments 
with the proV,ision that, in the case of disagr,eement» eap~ 
would have i'inal decision on 25 per cent of USAFSS faci~r 
ties., The remaining 50 per cent would be under joint cof* . 
trolo All CW task assignrnetAts made by AFSA would be placed 
via H.eadquarters 9 USAFSS~ but automatic Morse assignment~! 
could be made directly to the USAFSS field units. Further;i 
AFSA could r~quest any and all raw traf'fh being' inter- 11 
cepted by USAFSS positions ands uch trafffo would be :for--

1

1 
warded to AFSA as desired. · 

I 

92. Ltr (w/Incl) Hq USAFSS to C0 8 1st RSM.., Subj & Intero:ptio~l Pl.an, 
20 Sept 1950. s.d. 57. i 1 

93. Unilateral Agreementi> Title~ "AFSA-Air F~r·ce Agreement on\fask 
Assignmen t3 tci AFSS Mobile Intercep':t Facilities"~ 22 Sept I 19$0. 
s.d. 58. I . 

* The interim proposal to AFSA by USAFSS agreed that.., when USAFSS 
expanded beyond SO fully manned CW positions~ AFSA should b~ \ 
allowed control and direction cf 10 per cent ar the USAFSS :Lnter-
cept (USAFSS) O.~ facilities. 

1 I 
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In practice, this agreement soon result~d in a 25:50:25 

control plan and a conflict in teletype priorities. As a result 

of the agreement,, the October mission assignment reflected AFSA 

requirement as well as a more inflexible joint requirement;, Renee, 

the .RSt!Osj) particularly the lst RSM~ regarded the October I!lission 

as too rigid and stated that theater requirements had been neglected. 

Some o! the complaints were viewed._ as valid by ·Headquarter::! USAFSS, 

while. othe:s were viewed as misinterpretations of fi_eld diJ!.ectives. 

Consequently, more flexibility was re.f'.lected in the November assign-

ment and preparations were begun for an AFSA-USAFSS conference, 

· designed to es.tablish a~reeme.nts on basic control polic.ies ..94 

In regaro to the reporting requirements of this peri~j) the RSM•s 
. I . 

were respomdble for supplying Headquarters many reports ~;ii electri-

l I . cal mear.s and courier.. These requirements included a DailYj Coverage 

I. I Ieport for control purposes and variou$ ca tegorles of raw 
1
t;raffic for 

. 95 - i I 
analytical purposes.. Alsoj) as a result of the Task Agreement 

. . 11 . • 

with AFSA, the RSM~s were responsible for supplying AFSA ant ar:rl all 

raw material tba t a gene y requested, C<rlsequent fy, Headql\"ttrs, USAFSS > 

adopted a ls_t RSM proposal in October 1950 which allowed tr RSM to 

ship by courier all traffic in excess of' cirouit capabilitils ... The 

11 . 

940 Historical Data Report" DCS/Ope:rationsJ) OCt-Dec 1950., SAG 0165 .. 
i 

95. Ltr.:i ODO to Chief, OAD 9 Subj: Mission Assignment, OAD., 20 Aug 
! 

1950.. s .d. 59. 
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cut-off date for the traffic to be !o?"t'Jarded b.Y courier was 24 tiours 

after intercept. In addition, USAFSS delegated some analysis :responsi

bility to the lst RSM. '!his tt'eld analysis concerned navigatiol:'lal 

traffic. 

Finally, AFSA and USAFSS adopted a shorter Daily Coverage Ieport 

format to alleviate the field reporting and circuit load. This :also 

96 
released several typists at:d clerks from desk duties in the Squadron. 

In summary, the Headquarters Control problem of that period was ' 

stated as follows by the Chief, Control Division: 
97 ' 

As in ~ past, contl'ol has been a headache. The viewpoin:t4s 
of AFSA, AFSS, and t.he RSM 1s had to be reconciled. The mo15"t 
widely divergent views were those held by AFSA and the RSM.•s. 
We were in the middle:> attempting to meet AFSA rs seemingly . 
e.:xac ting requirements without· overbi.:l.rdening RSM personnel 
and facilities. '. 

' . 

I I 
I I 
I I 
\ \ 
I I 

I I 

96. Monthly Status Report, lst RSM, Oct 19.50 - 3 Nov 19.500 
TSC 5449E. 

9?o Historical Data Report» Control Division9 DCS/Operations~ 
USAFSS, Oct-Dec 19500 

~ 49 
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CHAPTER III 

Dec~mber 1950 To The Deployment Of 
!,he Cj?_q th Security OrOll_E 

,89 

The first few months of 19.51 11 a period of growth and increasing 

" participation in the Korean ¢onfiict on the pa.rt of USAFSS, cart best 

be ohara.cterized as an era of crystallization, modification anci ini~ 

tial implementation of a canbat COMINT serviceo The former ·cha;ra.cter

is tic resulted priliiarily from expedence gained immediately pr.ior to 

January 1951 while the latter characteristics :resulted from experience, 

requirements and normal grG!Wth of USAFSSo In relation to the. ,crystal-

lization of concepts 9 this pe~cd witnessed ,the development of, ~ontrol 

and production concepts on the pa.rt of the field units, the de~~lopment 
'' 

of an USAFSS Tactical COMINT serV"ice and the development of a ~SAFSS 

i' Liaison Officer System~ In respect to modification of concepts~ the 
I 
I' 

period witnessed changes resulting in greater emphasis on theaHr 

~quirements ~p USAFSS. the reoogni tion of the need for an errl6tive 
. "':! ~ · 11 

nyt1 type service for operational 4lir uni ts and a. closer relatbaship 

between OOUINT .and \1leathe::> produ.·::tion functions. As for implellnta-
. 11 

ticn~ the period witnessed the establishment or an effective voice 
. lrl 

intercept servicep tthe establishment of a 11 Y'f service, the estaolishment 

of fac1liti-.s for th••ter •l<!>loit&tion of CCH.!INT and l.sst but j+ least, · 

the establishment of an AFSS rep~t&tian for producing and suppbl g 

valuable and a'::•:lW"ii te infcrma tion. 

I . 
I 1 
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DEVE:toPMENT AND MODIFICATION OF CONTROL co'NCEPTS 

From the standpoint of the RSM.I) as well as Headquarters, USAFSS 1 

the outstanding problem durtng the first eeven months of l 951 was to 

develop an adequate tactical service under a seemingly strategic con-

cept of operations.. In that respectii the birth and growth of the 

Squadron or Group control concept exerted a considerable :amount of 

influence4 Although the concept and resulting practices- :Were not 

fully implemented during l9.51B by the third quarter of t;hat year the 

lines bad been clear~ drawn in the strategic versus tac:t;t.cal con-, 
cept of COMINT operations. As indicated in the introduction to this . ' . 

chapter, this resulted in part .f'rom normal growth of the ~ capabi-
, I . 

li ty and succe.ss.ful operations thereof.. It also resultel:i r in part 
. I I 

from the theater :equirements ~·particularly the weather ~d Chinese 
i: . . I 

Communist COMINT requi:rementsa 
. 11 

~eneral Control. Concepts o The USAFS.S entered 19.51 ~era ting 
. . ! I 

under a joint control or task assignment agreement with jSA.p which 

allocated control ot USAFSS intercept f'acili tiesc * HoweJer, no 
· · 11 

agreement had been made on the division o:f' processing reeP.on.sibili-
. . • ! I -

ties although this problem had been a major point in all the AFSA-

USAFSS negotl.ati0tl8 throughout 19$0,
1 

Therefore: as a reo~lt or the 

task assignment agreemont and laCk or clearly. de£ined prorr••ing 
responsibilities!) AFSA and USAFSS adopted teletype £orward!ing priori-

. . . \I 
ties :f'or various ea tegories of data required :f'rom USAFSS trleld unite 

. . 11 

11 
lo USAFS.S History,, AFSA-AFSS Relations, May 1949 "" Jan 195'3,, 
' 10 Sept 195.Jo 1 I 

* See Chapter I~ of thi~ Study. 
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which reflf!cted Zone of In~rior proc;essing of a timely nat~. 

Since these priorities ~re published in conjunction with the .AFSA

USAFSS Intercept Plan.Ji the.y caused the Plan to govern submission of 

tra.ffio and report ... '3 as well as to e:stablish the mission assigru;o!'nts. 

This ccrnbination of factors caused the Intercept Plan to refl~ct a 

higher level and more general interpretation of intelligence require

.rnen M and hence productiop methods. In addition,11 the agreement 

required Daily Summary Reports from the RSM's which were used as a 

timely and rigid control toolo Consequentlyj) the RSM soon begim 

viewing the InteN6pt Plan as unsatisfactory to say the least. 
I 

ls t RSM Fii!tld Cont!'.:ol Viewpo~.· By April 195lj) the 1st: l?SM' 
I 

had originat.ed a request to Headquartersp USAFSSJl for more f~~dom 

in fulfilling its theater r~quirementso Concerning this growing 

concept.I" the lst RSM Comman:i.er, in a lette"~ to the 

~ 
USAFSS!J wrote on 2 .Aprl..l 1951: 

I I ' 

Commanding!General~ 
JI 
I I 
I 

Ii 
It is believed that tm expansion of USAFSS field unt ~ 

and the increasingly stringent control exert.ed by Headquarters 
USAFSS over mission assignments make it desirable t<> ha~ ja 
clarification cf tbe policy governing detailed mission a~sign-
~i1ts by Squadrons Canmanders. I \ 

In the past: in compliance with verbal :instructions £:irom 
Headq_uarters, AFSS, this Squadron has used the Int.ercept !ftlan 
as a guide with authority to "'as~1gn oases for maximum effi
ciency as local conditions diotated.. This has been done lind 
Headquarte.re s AFSS Jl has b~en informed o! these changes as j they 
OCCU.l"redo I i 

Although each month t.his Squadron finds fewer instancJe 
in which changes are desirable tor efficiency of Operatt9~s, 
th!!re still are many in which changes &re nece!!leary beca113e of 
10""...al needso It is believed that tl°'.is problem is the ba~ils for 

I 

1 '' ···q•••·····- :. 
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most of tl".e dll:f1culties presently ar~ing over the mission 
assignments •••• In recognition ot this problem~ Headquartersj 
USA.FSS} has aedgned one position tor local exploitat~on. 

Un.fortunately» however, there is no possible way for this 
Squadron to fulfill its theater mission with such limited faci
ll ties ••• your attention is invited to the fact that initial 
developnent of new air cases within the. theater u~ually falls 
upon this Squadron since it is not the policy or AFSS to 111a.ke 
provisions for a suspected case in the regular :interc~pt assign
ment. When first noted:. virtually in all instances» it is neces
sary for this Squadron to carry euch development eases for a 
considerable period before enough information is obtained to 
justify them as regularly assigned case~ •• o • Furtheri this 
Squadron is con:!ltantlJ called upon to handle apecial projects 
which are over and above the assigned mission.. In mar:iy ins= 
tanees ~ thi~ additional effort has been of extreme iiµportance 
to the th.eater tac ti cal mission am would have been impossible 
to ~ccomplish without considerable freedom .. 

I 

., • • o Since the 13 t RSM bas been criticized on i several 
i occasions tor the liberties taken in readjustment of i the mission 

, I 
and for copying unauthorized cases, it is requested that Head-
quarters, USAFSS, establish a firm policy_, whereby the Squadron 

I I -..., 
Commaz:rler has authorl ty to readjust the Intercept Pl.aq. in any 
way as lnng a8 the A.FSA and AFSS easea are cov~red. p:r AFSA does 
not concur with this poli:oy, it is ~quested that thid Squadron 
be given nole:!S th.an 25 per cent of ita intercept fidilit:Les 
for theater exploitation,. . 11 

Beadquarters 2 USA.FSS Field Control Follcz::o · On 21 Jurte 1951~ Hea.d-

. 3 I 

quarters, USAFSS» an:f!'ered the RSM request as .follows~ i 
. . . I 

o ,. ., The problem which you present in your lette~ is 
genufae and from the standpoint or the Commander I. 71' in the 
field it is admittedly more p-... essing,!) since he must serve and 
live with the tactical units in the !ieldo On the ot:Her handll 
this Command is bound by certain overriding pollciesJ !such a~ 
(l) provision of COMINT to Air Defense Command and Strategic 
Air Command as representative of a World-wide piotur~~I and (2). 
the provisione of certain guaranteed intercept.a to AF;SA per 
agreement betireen Di~ctor of Intelligence 1 USAF and D

1

irector~ 
AFSA - such agreement being bindbg upon thi! Commando! 

I . 

3. Ltr., liq, USAFSS to co, ~lst P.Sl!, Subj• Interoept l.liss:jlon A;!!!sign= 
:.tent at Sqwdr0n tevelD 21 Ju.'le 1951 .. Sod~ 6lo : .. 

'I 

/ 

DER 
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It is the policy of this Command that the squadron adnere 
to the s1~hedules as set forth in the interceot mission plans 
as closely as possible. If local co1oi.!lt requirements suddenly 
ar'ise which have timely effect on the tactical si tuation!l. then 
the squadron has every right to drop lower priority cases for 
short periods of time as may be required!' .... The i.Inportant 
element of this procedure is th:l.t the squadron informs thts 
Comma.rd immediately of its actions .. tol?ether with a complete 
synopsis of thl" ~ir.,,,.+~,.,n •• •,. L 

At that tim~, Headquarters~ USAFSS.11 pointed out to the 1st RSM that 

the Far East Theater should place its requi~ments, whenever possible, 

with uSAFSS in ord~r t.o a.ssist the squadron in obtaining more theater 

exploitation. This was· specificall;/ in relation to Russian versus 

Chinese coverage by the FCMo Consequently:i early in July.? the R3M 

forward"d a list of all cases co;:::i.ed e.s a result of local inteli;i.gence 

~'l!".qnirements~ Therefore~ en 9 July l:i51; H~adquarters, USAFSS al.located 

fou:' positions ':o the Squad::-on for th.a.ater assignments. These ""ere 
! ' 

supplied f:-ore the iJSAFSS C!:lntrolled RSM pcsi tions. Moreover, P~~dquar-
. l 

ters J USfl.FSS 0 ins true te d t.he 1st FCM t.o submit a recapi tula t.ion ; ~f all 

cases copied, by the 25th of each m"1th, t<>gethor with the type \r cbver

age given thi.:ise -::ne:!s :· by the squadron positions. These cases would 

then be conaider~d bv ITSAFSS for pcssible inclusion in the regu~Jr Monthly 
. . 11 

Intet-:ept Pl.an., 
4 l 

Ltro~ Hq, USAFSS to co, lst RSM, Subj: 
25 July 19.S'lo Sodo 620 

I 
I 
I 

Theater Requirements~ 
I. 
i l 
i I 

. 'I * From the RSM s tandpcint 9 the Ci tch in the ab eve poli~.y nas t114-y 
lowest priority cases on the Intercept Plan 'ner~ highest priol.i!ty 
.:.a.:;es in the eyes of the Tactical Ur.its. 

. ' -
\..'· .... 
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Existing Control Agreement Revised. Without going into an academic 

review of the first AFSA-USAFSS control agreement, it can oe safely stated 

that the agreement proved unsatisfactory to the agencies c<ilncerned. 

However~ in fairness to the intent Of the agreementD it can be Stated 

that the document served as an interim measure in the abser;ice of" a high 

echelon interpretation of JCS· 2010/60 It thus afforded a basis for 

operations during a critical period of development. It al~o high

lighted some.of the weaknesses in the AFSA-USAFSS relatiotlfihip which 

were detrim-,ntal to. the national as well as Air Fore~ ;inte!;'est.
5 

Hence, 

in early August 195l:i action was begun to have the 2.5:.50:25 agl"ement 

changed. 

·This action was initiated by USAFSS.s who drafted a le~ter to USAF 

which proposed that the St~ne-Cabell agreement be reconsid~red "because 

its percentage breakdown had not worked to the best interes:t of AFSA 
6 ' 

or USAFSS." On the same day (13 August) USAFSS proposed to AFSA that an 
. . I 

'I 
Ad Hoc committee be appointed to determine the entire divils·ion of labor 

, I I 
. . ~ I 

be-tween AFSA and USAFSS. This letter emphasized the fact j~t both 

, I' 5o Actuallyp the first phased plan designed to. meet the o~rall intei-
cept requirements of the U.So COM!NT effort was compiletl at the 
request or DIRAFSA in early August 19.510 The plan -was! ~esigned to: 
establish total intercept requirements for reasonable 

1
of'era.ll cover

age; determin~ intercept plan feasible of accomplishmep1t; determine · 
required locations of positions and allocate responsibUity for 
provision cf the said positions, and prepare phased prbgram on 
basi3 of priority cf requirements ·am estimated a bili t~j of Army .P Navy 
and Air Force to provide personn_ el am. facilities. (Tw~,., DIRAFSA 
to USAFSS, et al. 1 Cite Aat 37248~ 8 Aug 1951). s.d. 64 • 

. , · 11 
60 Ltr., Hq» USAFSS to D/I, USAF~ Subj: Proposed Reconsid@ration of 

the Ston@-C~bell Agr~ement, 13 Aug 1951. s.d. 63. ) I 
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agencies were e~tablished to perform definite functions and should 
; ' 7 

work together in accomplishment thereof o · At the same time, US.OSS 

p~oposed to USAF that control cf USAFSS voice and CVf intercept .f.acili

ties be divided equally between AFSA and USAFSS and that co1m1on targets 

be 11.kewise divided1 Also, USAFSS agr:eed to supply AFSA tr~ffic from 

USAFSS positfon.s commensurate with transmission facilities. Tooll USAFSS 

p:r'oposed to USAF a method C?f indi:rect control for AFSA on its portion 

of USAFSS intercept facilities~ i~eoD re~ase task assignments via Head-

quarters~ USAFSSo 

This n~w field control concept W?S presented to AFSA in ea~ly 

Sep'!;embero It received concurrence, except for the indir!ct oo~trol 

pl'OCedureo At that ti.met USAFSS also expanded its original fie':Ld con-

( 8 tr-ol proposal to include the processing issueso. l.o essence, ~he USAFSS 

proposal was a delineation of responsibilities in which the time' ele-
f I 

ment was used as a line of demarcation., Concurrently, AFSA requested. 

. I' formal concurrence with a plan relative t" procedures for h<lndliing 

Air COMINl'o Actually_, the pla.n, advanced by AFSA in a wire 31 ~,ugust;i 
proposed thre~ reporting. echelons in which the time element ~asl ~he 

, I 
determining fac ":,or;i viz: RSM report vii thin 24 hours after int~\tept 

to local Tactical Comma.nden as !'l!Quired en 7':sults of RSM anaJ;y~is 
· 11 · 

and to Group and USAFSS by teletype digesta and on certain expllcii table . I 
messages; Group report likewise within 48 hours; AFSA provide :these 

I 

7., Ltr. si Hq;; USAFSS to DIRAFSA, Subj: Proposal for Ad Hoc Com,L~ ttee 
for Determination of Division of labor Between usAJss and AFSI k, 
13 Aug l95la Sodo COo I 

i 
Bo R&.R;i ODC to CCG,, Subj: Division of labor Be.tween .. AFSA a.'1.d the 

USAFSS~ 21 Sept 19$1. s.,d. 660 
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reports, with or without comment, to Department agencies aIJd. complete 

reports . to all recipients m all areas within 72 hours and AESA pro

vide lcing-term or research studies to Department and Theater fi!ad

quarters agencies and provide technical and intelligence support for 

Group and RSM.9 However, the implementation of this proposal,· accord

ing to .AFSA, was dependent upon two conditions., i.e., techrlically 

10 competent personnel and adequate comnnmications facilities .. 

Subsequently, the entire diviaian of responsibility pr;oblem . 

(control~ processing, reporting,, and technical support) was con

sidered at a regular :+nte:rcept Control conference and agreement 

reached en all issues except the authoritvi· for AFSA to 1ss4e 'inter-
. I 

cept directives to its port;on of USAFSS facilities., This; point was 
I 

resolved on 25 Clctober--AESA was authorized to release thdS:e inter-
I 1 

cept directives via an AFSS Control Liaison Office to be ~stabllshed at 

A.FSA and a new AFSA-USAFSS Task Agreement was drafted. ~~s agreement 

divided control of USAFSS voice* and hand Morse inte:rc~;t l~aoili ties . 
. ' ** . I . 

equally between the two agencies,. provided ror a degree or latitude 
. I 

in theater emergencies by allowing Groups or RSM's to drop il.owest 

priority Cases tempo,..rll.y (these cases were designated •1 ~-ndable 
9o 'IWX; mRAFSA to co, USAFSS, Cite: ARL 41346.!) 31 Aug 5~.I s.d. 67" 

lOo TWX, DIRAFSA to CO, USAFSS, Cite: ARL 42796~ 12 Sept l~b. s.d. 68. 
. ... . 11 . 

* Assignments for all voice positions were to be nade in a general 
and not speci!'ic manner in order to provide some flexibllity for 
the control agent.a 1n the f'ieldo I . 

i ' ** Control or the positions manned by indigenous personne[ was 
l'\!tained by USAFSS. i · 
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in the IP) and st:f.pulated that tl':'letype forwarding requirements 

(AFSA and USAFSS could each use 50 per cent of the USAFSS capabi-

lity) would be considered on the basis of -t;.raffic volume rather than by 

case number as had been tne practice. 

As for the USAFSS intercept facilities in Korea,.it was agl-eed that, 

for bookkeeping purposes, these facilities would be equally divided 

between AFSA and USAFSS 9 but neither agency would place assignments on 

these posi tions. 11 The decisions we.re adopted as the 11 Lynn-Canine 

Agreement" and. the f'ield units were instructed accordingly 1n early 

November 1951.
12 

In respect to :relaxing or modifying control agreements!, tl:i¢ lst 

R3M continued to exert a considerable amount of influence en the• AFSA-

USAFSS negotiations by advocating more freedom to respond tO th:e' tactical 
I' 

. : I 
situationo Farly in September 1951~ the RSM requested permissib~ to 

alter the Intercept Plan in order to provide adequate cover on ~'1 
. , I 

~ Chinese air movemento Actually.., the RSM requested full cover assign".". 

men t rorl "" I How•'O'er, WAFSS O,,n-e oncu,.;.;.; ~ ~~""~ : 1i~l ~O L 3 · ;~7; f 
cover assignment on these cases would be at the expense of cover.for . I! 
other cases• (Russian}. t:BAFSS did agr-ee to consider the requesJ when 

13 l l positions at USA .)8B (Ashiya} became availablea On 29 Septemble'r 

tho lst RSM wired USAFSS as follows' U, I \ 

llo Minutes of AFSA-USAFSS Intercept Control Meeting, 
Oct 1951, 25 Oct-1951. s.do 69. 

I 
21 through 25 

I 

12 .. 

130 TWX 5 CG, USAFSS to CO, 1st fiSM,Cite: OCD-1..SZ522 9 14 Sept 5lo s.d. 71. 

lk~ TWX$ lst RSM to CG, USAFSS, Cite:TS 016, 29 Sept 5lo s.d. 72. 
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Again requesting reconsideration of Chinese mission assign
ment.. Since unable to alter your case breakdown, we :are 
forced to dupllca te 4 Chinese cases on Sqd.n posns in order 
to meet theater reqmts. 

Three similar incidents occurred during October. Consequently, / 

late in Ce tober, the 1st RSM dispatched the following i:res sage to Head-

. 15 
quarters, USAFSS .. 

o • ., your mission assignment makes it impossible to ful
fill urgent theater reqmts.. Theater Commanders have fre
quently indicated they will not permit us to decrease· our 
effort on e.ither Chinese Air or Chinese WX activity •. In ...... • . L. 86 3& 
fact, additional requirements have been placed on us .. Witbin EO 3 · 3b ( 3; 
past 21.i. hours. Your instructions give us no §.qdn p0sps at 
Ashiya.. Nor do present posns ·fulfill this reqmt. The mly 
places we can adequately copy need,ed Chinese cases a~ 
e1 ther Ashiya or Niigata. N;i..iga:ta now has no comm facili-
ties and limi te. d .... only. :to tetting. 1

Ke ;u.s-t.iv~,.,rull -Gover . j 11· age to the following cases: .·- · · ·. ~ ~3 • c 

I 2sx3 I We now committed to pro ding Op info Tnall 
acft acty in critical area fr which acft could attack, Korea 
or Japan. Para.. For your infc 9 personal visit by Col Sawyer, 
Col Shepard and Maj Fife to 5th Air Force reveals we ·have \. 
approx 36 F-86 acft in Korea plus few F-80 and conveaµonal 
acft to oppose over 500 MIG-1$ acft ••• concern ourjpart and 
CG, 5th Air Force and pressure now being placed on u~ jcannot 
be understood since great. dependence now placed on ~RONMO 
tor tip-off. Request, because of extremely dangerou~ !situa-
tion existing in Chir!ese air picture, re-evaluation ~t over-
all intel reqmts in order t.o provide us 9 posns /. 7i if or 
Chinese ccverage in o:rd~r to meet present situation., i 1These 
reQmts include 3 posns now assigned on PVO cove:agt!; J-fiull 
authority to control all Chinese coverage both as to 

1
c,ase 

and location. . ! I 
ThereforeJ> .on the ~ame day, Headquart.?rs, USAFSS fo71arded a mission 

assignment for USA S4 (lSth RSM which had begun operation~ at Ashiya) 
. I 

. I 

which 11wu tailored to 1st RADRONMO needs at the USAFSS-Af;~A Intercept 
I, . 

Confer~nce 22-25 Octob~r." At the same time USAFSS wired iJhe RSM 
I! 
i I 
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This H:i is aware of comrni tments placed on First RADRONMO and 
desire to restate present policy tor this particular situa• 
tion., If a situation occurs of an emergency nature, the 
Sqdn Commander has the authority to adjust the assignment to 
cope with the intelligence zequirement. Desire USJIFSS and . 
AFSA be notified by priority wire any major variations frol!I 
the intercept assignment and priority wire to USAFSS any 
further recommendations. 

99 

In essence, this meS.$lge removed the restrictive qualii'ica.tions 

pl.aced on the Squadron Comrtla.nder in June 1951 by alloning the Cdmmander 

to drop any ease at any position to cope vrith. an emergency; whereas., 

the previous policy had forced the Commander to drop the lowest:· 

priority cases in the IP to cope with an emergency. Yet, thes~ r 
11 

low-priority cases were usually the very ones the RSM was seekirlg 
11 

coverage ono Also:> USAFSS placed some of the urgent theater ca(~es 

in the official IP and granted USA 54 one squadron position fo~ 

theater requirementso 

I 
DEVELOPMENT AND MODIFICATION OF PRODUCTION CONCEf:TS 

Alt.hough the issue relative to a logical division of prodJition ,,..._ 

por.sibilities were not settled during 1951, the eourse of eventjl during 

the first seven months of that year did crystallize various attitudes 
11 

and exert influence on the !ieSolution of the p:roblen:i. This is J~}speoiall:y 
I 
! 

true or the development or t.Qe Group concept, and the approach~s adopted 

for solution of the Chinese Air and \'leather problems. I 

160 1WXj CG_, USAFSS to CO, 1st RSM, OCD=l..SZ 409.r .31 Oct 1951. 
S odo 740 
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Group Concept Whence. Though this idea, central theater pro

cessing, reporting. and control, dates back to November 19?08 it did 

not begin to influence Air For-ee thinking until January 19510 By 

early January 19519 tJSAFSS had submitted its circuit req1:1irements for 

Plan 12 to Air Force. This Communications Plan envisioneq r:dne 
direct circuits £rom various overseas areas to USAFSS. How~ver, on 

2 March 1951:> USAF informed USAFSS that all available overseas 

. Zone of Interior circuits JI both civilian and militaryj) were being 

used to the fullest extent possibleo Simultaneously, USA;F ~u~ested 

that USAFSS deoentrelize_its operational methods to compensate for the 

inadequate communications and to reduce its communications require

~ents o 17 
I 

I' 
Therefore., the C•:>mma.nding General9 USAFSS directed th~ Operations 

Dir_ectorate, which was also responsible for Command Communications at 
I I 
i I 

that time, to furnish plans for two Groups. The units were to be 

manned by spaces deleted from the Directorate of Operatiob+ and the . . . I .1 
squadrons because the Groups would assume certain :responsibilities 

is · 11 . 
being performed by these agencies. On 18 MayFJ the Commanding 

, 11 
General, USAFSS, approved the Group concept and directed the Operations 

I l 
Directorate to perfect plans for phasing various functions \into the 

Groups, "so tba t th! Groups would evet.1 tual17 absorb the tlJely .1> 

I I 
17 .. Ltr., AFOAC-1 to CG; TJSAFSS, Subj;. (Restricted) USAF !sl\ecurity 

Service Communications Requir!;'ments, 20 Mar 19510 s.4° 750 

Memo for the Record, Subj: Re-Evaluation of Certain Personnel 
Req~1irements in Light of .Establishment Overseas Group'rlll. 9 May 1951. 
s.d. 160 I 

.. · 
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technical pn.~essing functions performed at Headquarters, USAF$s.
19 

Concurrently~ USAFSS presented its plan or Group concept 9£ Opere

tions to the Directors or Intelligence and CommunicationsJ USAFo 

The concept received Air Force approval in early June 1951, ar:rl was 
! 

presented to the Director., A.FSA, in accordance with provisions of 

JCS 2010, on 18 June 19510 At that time~ USAFSS pointed out the fol-

20 
lowing ooncept to AFSA: 

In view of the fact that rapid analysis of intercept 
tra.ffio is the only means to insure the timely provision 
of communieations intelligence to operational commanders, 
it becomes obvious that if adequate intercept cannot be 
transmitted immediately and without question to a Zone of 
Interior pr0<::essing centerll the solution is to move the l · 
analysis unit as close to the point of intercept as pos- ' 
sible. ; i 

i. 
The Groups were: to be responsible for analysis ind epth ~.qd for 

. i I 
the pN-•isivn o:f im&dia te technical. ba·~k..ip for the squadrons~ · Als 0$ 

I 

the Groups, as approvedj) would prepare digested !119.terial in t~~ form of 

flash reports!> daily sunw:iriesll etco which would be deliverediJo Theater 

Air Commanders immediately arrl simult~meously transmitted bacJJ!to USAF$ 

:fer Zone c:f Interior disseminationo Furth~rp the letter indid ted that 
: ! 

almost total decentralizat.ion of processing at Headquarter.;~ US.AFSS, was 

the gos.lo 

I 1 
~---·~~--~~-~~~~~~--~~~~~--~~~~~~-+...;-~~--

11 
190 

20 .. 

~Rt ODO to OAD, Subj ~ . Establis.hme:p. t of GI'oups 1> 18 May 1951 o 

Soda ?70 II · 
Ltr. P Hq .USAFSS to DIRA.FSA:> Subj i Establishment of Grou~ I 
Headquarters in Europe and tha Far F..astj) 18 Jun 19.510 sof!° 78. 
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Influence of Weather Problems. Meanwhile, by January 19511) the 

USAFSS Weather effcrt in the Far F.a.st, through successful :service to 

Weather consumers, had generally exceeded the agreements in the ori

ginal di vision of responsibility plan and had illustra tecl . the need for 

another agreement based on experience gained and growth o~ the weather 

problem. Therefore~ on 24 January 1951.tl Headquarters, US.4,FSS requested 

another conference among concerned agencies :in order to resolve all 

phases of the COMINT Weather collection and production problems. AFSA 

' agreed to this proposal and requested USAFSS to determine; prior to the 

confel"ence~ ~ :requirements !£!: weather in.f'onnation ~ ~~pport tactical 
I 

~operation~. At tha·t time, the general weather requiremen.ts, as 
I . 

expressed by Headquarters·, USAF, lfere for information to support ADC and 

SAC air cperations.
21 I' 

I I 
~ • t 

Henc. e 3 a conf.erence was called early in March to reV:J..ew the Special 
I; 
'' 

Weather Intelligence requirements placed on AFSA and tJSAFSS and to 
ii 

' I'· 
determine tile resp.onsibili ties and plans of AFSA and US~SS to meet those 

.requirements. During the conference (7-8 March 1951) it·
1

1Jas determined 
. I 

that Air Weather Service ::ceq11irenents consisted :primarily of the 

~~~ te 22 . I follow ...... .ic. ca gories: 
. I 

la Selected Northern Hemispheric weather for prepare. ti.on of 
hemispheric weather maps and amciliary charts. I 

I 
. 11 " 

21. 1st Irxl. (Ltr Hq~ USAFSS to DIRAFSA, Subj: USAFSS Weather .Program, 
24 Jan 51) DIRAFSA to CG.tl USAFSS: no date. Sodo 791 I 

220 i:&R, ODO to CCGll Subj: Report of Staff Visit to AFSA Accomplished 
·oy Colonel Orville LairoJ 7-8 Mar 19511> 14 Mar 195ll s .d. 80. 

. I 

TOP . SECAEl ... : EIDER 
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2 o Local requirements of individual theaters$ for den$e 
cove:tage of their sphere of interest, ove:r and above those1 

provided for in paragraph 1 above. 

Also, AFSA _proposed that it be given the responsibility for Satis-
' 

fying requirements in paragraph l and that USAFSS be given the. responsi

bility for satisfying those reqciirements in paragraph 2 above .. ·This 

division of responsibility was based m requirements registered, by 

SAC and on requirements (?lLJd Air Weather Wing and 30th Weather 

Squadron) fulfilled by the 1st RSM during the first seven rnonth.$ cf 

the Korean conflict. 

Following the above conference, AWS also ,took cognizance p~ the 

Tactical operational requirements for Weather informationc 

AWS wrote the Director of Intelligence, USAF, as follows :23 

25x3 

On,~ April 

';'EO 3. 3b (3) 
H>. L. 86-36 
'·: 

'i 
' 

The effect of the above change on operational capa.bilittes and\ the . . I 
manner in which the handicap was overcome prompted AWS to further 

11 
enl.&:rge a.'i.d define its SWI requirements. On 16 !lay 1951, AVIS ifte 

. 2). 

* 

Ltr_..~ Hqp AWS to D/!D USAF, Subj: Requirements 
Intelligence, 9 Apr 195lo s.d. 81e 

25x3 

! I ' ror specijj we.a.their 

57 
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the Director of Intelligencej USAF: 
2h 

••• It is considered essential that a capability be deve
loped for providing the weather information.which will be 
requirea for the Air Weather Service to provide Weatlier 
support :tor planned war time tactical air and ground 'opera
tions in various theater of operations. This inform~tion 
should be available :trorn enemy held territory for approxima- · 
tely 1,000 miles behind the combat ?;one and. should be the 
following types; hourly or two-hourly weather i-eports, in
fiight and post=-flight pilot weather reports, weather fore
casts and available river stage and flood reportssi ice 
reports of river and harbors, soil traffic - ability reports 
and snow cover reports. 

At the !:la.Ille time AWS made the following co1111lent on the exploit.a.-

tion of weathero 

• o •. By its nature~ some ot this ini'ormatiai is ext~emely 
perishs'.ble and must be provided to designated Weather. Service 
units with an absolute minimum of delay. It isl'! the:t;eforeJ> 
considered essential that close coordination be ns.in~ained 
between the appropriate Air· Weather Service Uni ts arl4 the 
units responsible :tor intercept and decryption or th~ 
required informa. ticno It is also realized that it jjs. 
necessary for Air Weather Service units to furnish tjdrmal 
Weather reports and technical information for use inlarypto
analysis and evaluation of the intercepted material .l 1 Air 
Weather Service Units in the Pacific area have plac~ pro
perly cleared personnel with the Staffs of Operational Air 
Fo:rce units and have been instructed to naintain'th~!neces
sary coordination with USAF Seeurity Service units in that 
theater. . · . 11 · 

I . 
These requirements were :referred to US~SS by USAF .. , 1Later, AFSA_ 

and USAFSS adopted another agreement concerning basic re,,onsibili ties 

and principles of operations for COt.UNT Weather. This dllision, or 
res}1onsibil1 ty authorized USAFSS to produce suri'ac e synoi:rtic weather 

l 
24. Ltr., Hq, AWS to D/I, USAF, Subj 1 Specific Require~nts for Special 

Weather Intelligence, 16 May 19510 s.d. 82. 

__:rop SECRET · EIDER 
I 
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repor:S within a radius or approximately l.'JOOO miles from the Air Com

mand Headquarters that was being served. This was desig0ed to provide 

g:rea te r numbers of synoptic reports than were provided by P.FSAt> The 

agr-eement also allowed USAFSS to provide non-syncptic surface ?nd in

flight weather reports, and such additional SW! as r·equired by an in-

dividual co:nmand for operational use when not provided b7 APSA~ Further, 

USAFSS was authorized to process, at RSM level, the air/ground, ground/ 

25 
ground and ground/air weather traffic passed on air nets. 

Consequently!' on 26 June, USAFSS informed the Director of :rntel-

26 
ligence;, USAF.? about the agreement and stated that~ 

• • a Plannbg of this organization proposes the establish~
mer.t of a weather section of sufficient size in those RSMs· 
situa ~d near Weather Centrals of the Air Weather Servicei '.to 
meet tl'.e require rnen ts / 7 cf the Air 1·r~a the r Se rvib ~. • a 

the locations of these- .MS.Ms within these thea te-r.J are in c 11.ose . : I 
proximity to established or proposed Weather Centrals. Tpe 
RS.Ms are authorized direct liaison with Weather Service wiftL· 3, 3b(3i 
or Group Commanders for establishing theater wea tt}er ;require- . L. 86-36 
ments. ····· j I 

. i I 
By that date, Detachment 1.3 .Y in. Korea., was supplying the 30th 

.. / . 11 
Weather Squadron selected·ncurly weather observatiO!"!S from China, 

North Korea Sec ti oJ !wu · 25:d and Russi114 The 1st RSM Weather 

25•3 

-· ,. ' I I. 

·.·• '" - .•. - ---· - "' ' I . 
AFSA~USAFSS Agreement on Basic Responsibilities and Principil.es of 
Operations fer CCUINT V/eather, JO Jtm 1951. s.d. 83. \ \ 

2::l Ind (Ltr9 Hq AWS to D/I_, USA.FD Subj~ Specific ~quirem~pts 
for Special Weather Intell.ieence ~ 16 May 1951) Hq 3 tlSA.FSS to 
Sh:!.ef: SRB, D/I_, USAF; 22 Jun $lo s.d. 8L.. · \ \ 

fOP SEGRET EmfiR 58 
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from Russian language weather forecasts a~ .SWI fromE}fourly weather 

observations, pilot balloons and pilot reports.
27 

Actually, the·Weather Section at Detachment 13 was e:s·ta'bllsred in 

March 1951 to increase the timeliness of SWI to the 30th Weather 

Squadron. As a result, Detachment service to the 30th during April 

increased over 200 per cent. 
28 

By August .195lp the 30th Weathe~\ Squad-;/ 

ron had increased its SWI requirements and consequently the SWI p\rograrzi 

at Detachment 130 At that time, the 30th began preparing four tnaj~r : 
! ': . 

maps instead or· two. Since Detachment J3 did not have .an ,adequate crypto-

........ 

I 

1: ; 
eystem established back to the lst RSM, it had to increas,ei its intereef)t 86-36 

· EO 3. 3b ( 3 )., 

and analysis of special Yleather broadcasts. 
29 

· _) 
I' 

Also~ by August 1951D the 1st RSM had become the on1y reliable 
I I 

and timely source of Weather information for tactical oper tions. 

Furthers by !Ate August~ the RSM was officially responsi~]Je for. 

supplying tactical Weather information for the Korean op~ ations. 
. . I 

For~ following the failure to resolve the Weather problem in early 

AugustD USAFSS requested USAF to give USAFSS ·the responsJoility for in

suring fulfillment of the SW!. requirements of AWS and au.~orlze direct 

11 

27. Historical Data Report, J.<st RSM~ ~ather Sections 
13 Jul 19510 

28. ·Monthly Ste tus ~port~ 1st RSM, 3 May 19510 

29. Monthly Status. R!port, .1st RSM, 5 Sept 19510 

TOP SECRET. EIDER 

11 
Au,g SO - Jul 51, 

11 
I 
I 
I 
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liaison between USAFSS and Aws. 30 This responsibility was delegated 

~ 31 
to USAF SS by AFOrn on 21 August, 1951. Tu:i.s 9 the 30th Weather per-

sonnel began exploiting the Weather intercept of Detachment 13 ~lmost 

simultaneously by on-the-spot processing6 Further> during October, 

the tetach.ment installed one Vieather position at Headquarters, 5th 

Air Force. This traffic was also ex:ploi ted on the spot by 30th 

J2 Weather personnel. 

Actually, by July 19519 the USAFSS Weather capability had develop-

ed to a point that the primary reason for- the organization and ' 

deplo;rmen t of an AFSA Field Weather Processing Unit (F\lf.PU) * co;':". 

located with USN 35' (Yokosuka) appeared less valid to IJS.AfSS. There-
.·· t I 

fore 1 on 10 July~ USAFSS requested AFSA to consider the transfer'.of 
/. / / 3j' 

FWPUPAC to the ls t RSM. In doing.~0$ USAFSS pointeli out that: I 
• • • closer and mor~ .. irit~gra ted opera t.1.cms / 7 
necessa to roe~t the Air Force needs iri the-Fa'r East. \ . 
This. r:i:mari option of more difficult 

•. ubstantially affecting \ 
1 g.teater exploitation of ) 
1 of weather. inf oms tion. 1 1 

: i 

JOo R!LR., DCS/Operations to C/S.11 Subj: Request for Clarificatioh
1
\of 

Policy~ 5 Sept 1951. s.d. 85. I 

) 
11 . 

31. Lt1·.l! AFOIN-C/SR to CG, USAFSS.l' Subj: (Restricted Responsi'd>ility. 
for Providing Special Weather Intelligence to the Air Weath~il
Service, 27 Aug l95L s .d. 86. \I 

32. T'>NX~ ·Det 1), lst FiSM to F-q~ USAFSS, Cite: CS 889~ 7 Oct 195]j s.d. 876 
I\ . 

33. Ltr. ~ F.q USAFSS t.o DIRAFSA., Subj : Relocation of t.1e Field Wie
1
a th er 

Processing Unit (Pacific 10 ,, 

25x3 

TOP 59 

3. 3b ( 3i 
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This proposal was discussed in a called conference on ,7 August,, · 
/ ' 

At that time the views o:t __ AFSA 245 (Weather Section) were P;resented 

in rebuttal to the USAFSS proposal. Generally~ the views were e:x-

pressed~as technical considerations, the gist of which were to build 

up the manual Morse positions at Station .39 and develop the FWPU)!.f~k}\~-~~~~~ 
at that location. However 9 AFSA did indicate concurrence ~9··tbe/"us.iiss 31.i. . . . i 

proposal on the following conditions$ 

AFSS provide 12 manual Morse positions· at tpe·"ist .. RSM'·to : ; 
provide raw traffic to FWPU, and provid~_ .. one vo:l,,c'e positi¢n/ 
immediately and two additional positions· later .. ( AFSS ma;n..,1 
ta.in d.irect COlllllunications with Sta-o 39 for radio-printer ; 
traffic and maintain c:cyptcicent~r "to serve .. FwPU needs ori: / 
an OP preced~nce basieo AFS§ ... rnaintain a51e'q.ua te commm;i*caf 
tions between the 1st ~~)Hid FWPU co~~'limers. · IX / 
Meanwhile0 FWPU PAC continued to pr..Ocess and disseminate' SW! 

•we•ring i~ . ;~, 1 ·which wer• [l ;~ : : )1n the 

l : . " zsx3 j·· However, scarcity of cribbing ma teri~,: it.sed FWPU 

PAC to miss imports.nt Weather elements included in '14\!lse broadcasts. 

As a :resultll these reports were o! little value to the foUcasters. 
. ! I I . ; ( 

ConsequentlyD th~ 2l43rd Air Weather Wing requesteid the lSt RSM to . 

attempt Ir;;.' =='i=e======2-s-x3========111~hich it kd Success-~ 
zz _:: • 

* fully.. Hence» AFSA expressed concern to USAFSS about th!' RSM inter-

pretation of existing agreements.. There.fore, on 3 August!, USAFSS 
I 
I . 

34. Inclosu:re 2 ·to B&Ri> S\110 to ODCs Subj: Report of 'l'Dli.

1 

to Washing~on,11 
. 7 August 1951.c 21 Aug 1951. s .d. 89. : 

! 

25x3 

TOP · . SECRET · EIDER 
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queried the RSA relative to its Weather operations as follows: 
:55 

Advise this Hq on the following items immedo, One. Is· 
the dissemination of Wee info to Det 1.3 for use by 30' Wea • 
Sqdn bei!].€ accomplished because of direct request by 2143 
Wea Wg, ~r by ur. suggegtion. Twoo What erypto ~ystem is 
Spec. Wea Intel being transmitted ~o Det l3e Three. Are 
adequate destruction measures in e.ffeci at Det 13 and 30 
Wea Sqdn for protection of Speco Wea Intel. Four. Does 
~Sqdn have Channel 36 facilities. Five. Is all 
~W~.lil. Tfc being furnished FWPUo Six. Has FWPU PAC 
been oog~e;1t.i; 4mes o£ Ur pr.ocessing six-hou:rly 
synoptic I __ ~- _ _bl;'.d,cst. Seven. Is every eff'ort 
made with r . n o.preven.t durication of FWPU effort· 
and intercept$ particularly-!f. · fxt ;jby full exchange 
of inf coo. o ""·-... , ·-. ...... ······ .... 

On 9 Augu~t, the JSM assured USAFSS ~hat: :.The ~11fI. yias being sup-
.... .. . ·., ' l 

piled by direct request; adequate security measures were·,i:n ~f.!,ect; 
' . . ..... ., .. :: :::::'.-~~~>···. 

channel 36 facilities were not available, and every effort waa ;t:\eing 
J ''""'';;;,,..,., .. 

made t.o :looper-ate and coordinate matters with FWPU. As for the :duplica- 'P. L. 86-36 
EO 3.3b(3) 

tion •J! effort)> the RSM agreed there was some duplication of m~~sion~/ / 
. . I ,-

. I' : 

but that there was little duplication of effort in actual produdt:i,ono 

Then.s> the RSM justif'ied its action as follows:
36 . JI/ 

. r ;36. 

/) 
FEAF gave lst RSM this commitment when FWPU failed" Ev~n 1' 

when FWPU·d:ld produce, RSM produced consistently faster 
by at least two hours e The Squadron alone was comm.ftted 
to provide tactical weather to the 5th Air force./ FWPU 
could not provide cribbing material for the RSM Analysis 
Section. FEAF commitment required workingl!2f3lfon two
hourly basis since FWPU was conmitted to wor it on six-
h ourly basis • 

i I 
TWXt CG, USAFSS to co, .lst RSMJ) Cite: 000 SZ 663$ .3 Aug 195il.. s.d .. 90., 

TWXj lst RSM to. CGj USAFSS.1> Cite: TS 562) 9 Aug 1951., s.d(., 91., 

I 

GO 
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At that point, the RS.'1 stressed the need for all Weather effort in 

the Far East to be located at one station under unified controlo 

Subsequent events proved the validity of the RSM reco$1Jenda- · 

.. " 
) 

~:;:=::;;;:.:;;:;:::;:;:::;;:;;:;;:;;;;;;;;;:;:::;;;;;;;;:;:::;:;;;;:;;;;;:;;;:::.;;;:;;:;;;:=-;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;··=-=~~-"~···~-~-:;;t;~ia:;.;;;;;;i;;:i;;;;;;;;;;;;;:;;;;;;;;;;a;;t.-A&~·:Eo 3.3b(3) 
P.L. 86-36 

25x3 

statiOn characteristics formerly use4 il'(cribbin~.o· ·Howe:Ye'~, ... ·t:~~ ! i 

1st FISMJ> fortunately as a .. ~(l.tte·~--~~ routin~ op~ratio~'; ~~>~rti~~ly 
/ .... /./ 

supplying the on;Ly I 2sx3 pW:r available t9.-Aws. /M?re~~r> as !a 

result of this early understanding of tJ;ili!i. Weatheri~robl~m~: the/ RSM 
' ,. .: , •• r 

began s"l'Plying I ,:; , - : : f trahamission. 

on Channel 360 By 30 September'.· the FISM h,adi oun /an are~. ard 
route Weather .forecast front'='": ='":; .; 2~~r : ··n:e0161

:
1
i
1

jtraffic s 

. which was~ 25x3 W and h~d partial~, :recov~red 

the forecasts forl8
7 / ou~llsta.n. din-g 

Ini'luence of the Chinese' Ail- Problem. ,One 0£ the 
,• 

problems during the first 18 ,mont,hs of the/Korean conflicltl was the 
! I 

Chinese Communist Airr ._ ____ 2s_x3 ___ _.~roblem • In re•rrct to 

11 
TWX, 1st RSM to USAFSSLOs FEAF~ Cite: TS 865p 12 Sept 5lo s.d. 
TWX

9 
lst RSM to CG9 USAFSS,Cite: TS 888~ lL. Sept Slo sodo 93. 

T'IVX, 1st RSM to USN 35D Cite~ TS-910c 17 Sept 195~. s.d. 94. 

I 

92. 

:, 

I 
.., 
/· 
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this problem» it actually arose from an inadequate capability to 

cope with the situation when it appeared. 1.n f'acti when the Chinese 

entered the conflict (Oc~ber 1950), the published Intercept Plan 

for the lst RSM covering' that period did not reflect any Chinese 

Communist coverage, and onq .two Korean Communist cases, which 

were priority No. 6. Security Service did have one or two quali

fied linguists, but no program existed for training personnel U+ 

such work. Furthermore, records created by the Deputy Director 'of 

AFSA indicate that A:J'SA did not commence a study of the Chinese · 

Communist communications problen until November 19So.38 

The I 25x3 fproblem .. ·was .. ree~::rgrd.:Z'ed bf Headquarters USAF·ss""in ... Nove~pe-r· . '"i'Eo 3 • 3b ( 3 ) 
....... /P.L. 86-36 

1~5o·. At that time, a Chinese linguist officer was t~s!'·~rr;d>i'rom 
.-.·"""' t 

DCS/Plans to DOS/Operations. A small sec !4,P.n"{''corufisting of one. 

organized to attempt an, 

: I 
Negotia ti. ons were also. undertaken du ring November of 1950 lt;o 

establish a Chinese language school at Yale University for' Air ~Fjorce 

personnel. Airmen were intel"V'iewed and selected for the course. :at 

38. 

. * 

Ltr., Dept of Defense~ AFSA, to CG, USAFSSJ Subj: 
!ntercept and Field Processing, 14 May 1951. s.d. 

i I . 

Inform.a.ti: on furnished by Major· Lewis 
Officer, who org11nized the effort. 

Do Nixon; Chinese Ienguage 

HQS USP.FSS TfC Ne ~ S .Jl52C-
Copy 1 ,. 

'i•"'*••"*<I ... ' 
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Yale and a curri·;:mlum was di-awn up similar to the ooe under .the 

Russian1 Language program., 

In February 1951, a• current eopy of the Chinese Corrmunications 

Telegraphic Code book was receivea in Headquarters, USAFSS, ,from the 

SS0 9 FF.AF, which compared !'avprably with the World War II Chinese 

code book produced by ASA. This ini'ormation was relayed to. AFSA and a 

request was made for a republication of the book.. Five airmen began 

training in Feb~uary 19Sl in the translation. ... ~Bi;:;is~ses••·o:·;~·,.;·;·;;::;::""Eo 3. 3b < 3) 
,,. ,. · .<// P.L. 86-36 

I 25x3 ~y the ·utillza'tion ~! standard Min~' P.~~~f.l~·~,; ·~~en 
./··· 

thc>ugh these airmen were not trained linguis~s .. ·· ' "· 
...... . .... ···" 

Following the entrance of the Ghine;~ iri~ 'l:h!i,·confl;i.¢tp USAFSS 

assigned f'i ve ~a·ses·· ·to•·"tli;::::~:t .... R§M:.·~i~sf1'~:~.,, three of ·whieh were· 
.- , , EO 3 . 3b ( 3 h 

P .. L. 86-36 \ u Bf t-~~ -~~!i" 6f js:~~~ ·i951, the ls t RSM haa three 

-p-o-si:-:t.,.i-o-ns-co-·ve-'rin~."C·l'iinese Comrrvmi.st Air cases and several military 

25x3 

,..····· •. · l f 

and naval .~a-se·s. In add~t.:t~P the RSM was processing an4 :decrypting 

B""~~:gea.39 /_"--t·A;ril, tho RSM still had three poSitions . 

coveringB5x3 ··However, the majority of the trafi'ic expl6;1.tation was, 
• I I 

being oonducted at AF5A, TWB Zone ca: Interior proCesaJ.r and de-

cryption produced information which lost its Value becauie· it waa · 
· . 11 

not exploited in t.he i'ield. and immediately passed to i'iefia commanderso 

- . 11 . 

390 Monthly Status Report, lst RSM, 3 Feb 1951. 
began developing a Chinea~ capability prior 
see Chapter I! of this studyo 

TOP SECRET. EIDER 

TSC sJJ9u.. The RSM 
to thii time; 

I 
I 

I 
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Therefore, USAFSS transferred its one Chinese linguist (qualifie:d) 

and two partially trained cryptanalysts to the 1st RSM and instructed 

the unit to concentrate onprocess:i.ngBJtral'ffo~ 4o 6.fth~r:l.'~~ .•'' ''../:?;\~-~~~~~ 
airmen who began training in February 19Sl$ two were transferred tg .·: 

. . <·/* 
the ls t R3M in April, and the remaining three departed :fn June •. 

Also.P by April 1951, AFSA had organized a[BF.~~;n Part!/(C/A~ i 
T/A and translations combined) and was working tfuffic f~cm +!{U.S./ . 'j'P.L. 

86
_

36 

positions and traffic submitted by the[~""::...=l Neverth~l~s~~- ~/only-! iEo 3 · 3b( 3
J 

successfully' 25x3 lw~re voice " 

transmissions of various gro11.Jld -~lements of thG·~ngaged in Korea. 

This' 25x3 r~s intercepted by ASA and Navy posit;i.ons. It 

consisted of transmissions composed of approximately 70 per cent voice 

·~ 25x3 

clear-text Chinese. It was poor quality traffic because the intercept 
I ' ! . ! 

f..t ~t operators were not trained to handle. that type of intez:ce'pto 
I. • . 
l : : ; 

. point the full scope of the Chinese Communist voice prolSlem wa1 und~ter- ! : 

mined. .---.... · I 

25x3 

40o Ltr.~ P.q~ USAFSS to CO, 1st ffiM.? Subj: Development of 
7 Apr 1951. s.d. 96. ~+P 

4lo R&R$ OAD-lAF to OAD~ Subj: 
Problem, 23 Apr 1951. s.d. 

Report of TDY to AFSA 
970 

* Infornation furnished by Major Lewis D. Nixon. 

;.}.-~ :: 
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As a consequence of the backwardness of theij:~x~]prografu~~ the:: ;~1:·~~~;~ 
limited USAFSS solution$> which caused considerable coo?;'d,ination b~t-

ween AFSA an\i USAFSS, the DIRAFSA o.fficially ~~tered the[I 2sx3 lroblem 

early in May 19510 On that date 1 the D,eptity Director~ in a letter 

to the Commanding General, USA,FSS; ;'tated that the u::le of y9ice trans

missions was fairly wide·sp~:d throughout the Chinese Conmtinist Ground 

Forces., part;cui:a·;J_y during tactical operations~ but that no known 

E'$fjpo~~ications originating in China and Korea had been' inter

cepted. The Deputy also pointed out that there existed two obstacles 

:in exploiting Chinese voice transmissions. The greater cne was viewed 

as the Chinese language itself e About this obstacle, the Deputy 

42. 

I; 
I I 

• o o Chinese is a tonal language~ and even proper ~ing 
of the signal for good intercept results requires sotlie know-

. I' 
ledge .of the spoken. language; intercept recordings m~cil:e with-
out ben~!it of linguist aid are of poor quality and ~xceed
ingly difficult to transcribe.. As )'llentioned above., ~I . the 
use of the language /Jo'r military transmissionsJ has I peen 
limited to phonetic numbers and to stereotyped opera

1
tpr con

versations. Consequently~ the production or intelligence 
from this material has required a. greater knowledge 

1
bf 

written language than or spoken language. It can be/ expected» 
howeve:r·, that when Chinese Communist air/ground and a.li.r/a.ir 
communications are encountered» transmissions "Will c/1ortsist 
almost entirely of conversations in spoken language~ / Pro
'~essing of such na terlal would require personnel wi t.11 a wider 
knowledge of spoken Chinese ·than are required at pNls1ent .. 

I; 
Ltr. b Dept of Defense, A.FSA, to CG g USAFSS, Subj : 
Inter-::ept and Field Processing, 14 May 1951.. s.d. 

©ni.o.ese Voice 
9$. 

I 
I I 
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About the second obstacle, the Director stated:
43 

Another major problem. has been the lack of sufficient 
voice-intercept £acilities. At present only five nos~
tions are available to the entire L 
voice pro gram. As a result much remains t.o be learned 
about Chinese Commu:nis t voice communications. The. Army 
Security Agency has ta.ken steps to provide an additional 
nine positions in Koreao These positions will be opera
tional as soon as equipment reaches the tield and specially 
trained operators are made availableo 

As an interim measu:-e.P AFSA also proposed to crash train tep 

operators for Chinese voice-Morse intercept to explore and defin~ the 

problem. The training program in existence then followed the pattern 

6Stablished by P.sA, i.e.~ train fully qualified morse operators in a 

concentrated (tour weeks.) language cot:.rse in Chinese, Mar.dar....n µ1alect 
i 

to enable the op~ra tors to understand Chinese digits as spoken and the 

more important words used in establishing schedules 1 frequencies;~ etc. 

Further, AFSA agreed to enroll five qualified Air Force Morse op~ra-
1; 

tors in .the cour~e each week; commencing about 1 June 1951. i I 
:n relation to the analysis phase of the problems AFSA agr:ead to · 

accept four q"al1f1ed T/ A persons ... ry two weeks for CJT ~ · .. -·;~ L: ' i~~ j: 
traffic and three qualified C/A pe.rsons immediately for O.JT~d.nally, 

l the Deputy Director stated that the.re was very little AFSA coulf do 

in providing USAFSS fully q ua.lif'ied Chinese translators. Howev:er, the 

Depu>y Director pointed out that t·he more qualifi•d Chinese tra+l•

tors at AFSA were on TDY at N3A2AC and would remain there indeflhitely. 
! ; 

~3. ~· s.d~ 95. · 

63 

t: 
I I 

11 
11 
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USAFSS J> on 1 June 1951, declined the operator training proposal 

becausa USAFSS had established a Chinese Language Training course at 

Yale which 'Ras designed to fulfill the specific requirements of voice 

intercept opera tors"* USAFSS also declined .the T/ A training proposal, 

but requested AFSA to train cne qualified C/A person in the Chi..hese 

problern.44 Nevertheless, AFSA requested that the language course 

(Yale) graduates be sent to A.FSA for at least two weeks participation 

in the ASA Operator !ntei:-cept training and that all T/A personnel 

receive additionai training at AFSA on both~ Morse a:r..dG:t~~~id';~fL. 86~36 
~··. · / E0 3 • 3 b , 3 I 

Meantime, by early May 1951)) AFOIN had indi98- ted an in~:res t in 

the USAFSS plan~ !or solving the Brobl~~o By ~t t.i~:: Headquar-·. 

ters JJ USAFSS had decided to deploy the 15th P~ appro:x:imately l July 

19510 It was scheduled to attack the~:} probl~~ as follor~ :46 
.. ·· I I 

ls Exploitation at the nearest possible point oti intercept 
. ,.......~~'~l~~~~-

of air/groun~,, ground/air and ~~ath~r emanating froi ... __ ....,..._2s_.3...,._-_,...-' 

I I I . 
2sx3 I, I 

I· 
2o Coordinate closely with ASAPAC the above effor;ts in 

. I 1 
order to insure maximum Chinese Co1mnmist COMINT from avaiilable ArmyJJ 

Navy and Air Force facilities. 

· I I 
44. lst Ind (Ltri> Dept of Defer.ae.1> AFSA3 to CG, USAFSS, Subj: Chinese 

Voice Intercept and Field Processingi 1h May 1951) Hq IUSAFSS to 
DIRAFSA, 1 Jun 1951. Ssdo 98. I 

45. 2d Ind (Ibid) DIRAFSA to CG, OSAFSS~ 27 Jun 1951. s.d. 99. 

46, rlJti> ODO--:-AFO!N-C/SR. Subj : F 1 9 May 1951. s .d J 100 o 
~ - . I 

* USAFSS had determined by March 1951 that Chinese Voice Jintercept 
Operators would have to pOS8ess a greater knowledge of ~he language 

• I 
than c-tb:erwise :-equired. i ! 

: i _)) 
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However, in, .. replying to the AFOIN query relative to the USAFSS 

plan~ for solution of the Chinese Air problemp USAFSS pointed out 

that the above approach would necessitate the deployment of a lin

guist capability not currently available. In the meantimep US~FSS 

p:roposed that the local field effort (ASAPAC - ist RSM) be devoted 

to the current procedure.* In fuli'illmen t thereof, the advance' 

echelon of the 15th RSM was deployed to Japan 9 Jum 19510 It 

actually became operational as Detachment 12 (AshiYa) of the 

1st RSM in August 1951. 

Hence~ the 1st RSM and ASAPAC continued to work the Br?bi~~- .. /~\: · ~~~;~ 
with resources available. Other than the Ashiya intercept pro~~ct, / .// 

USAFS.S continued to develop its Chinese effort :!n Korea. 

t.l-ie main processing capability was developed at Johnson o 

i' 
Howey~r~ 

1/ 

Tht{il.~t./ 
•• I I :' 

Ii / 

RSM developed a fair capability for translating and1==;;;;;2s;;;;;x3~=±-~L>.iC,om 
.· ! .· 

messages by August 1951. In addition,, USAFSS transfer~ed more ~ua:'lified 

linguist personnel to the Far East in Au~st and.iristructed thrliasu 

t6 develop its ChiCora processing along the F)Jsion Party lin~S jtr 
By October 1951.l) the efforts of AFSA.-·t~ prod~ce the[_~ 2sx3 ~Hture 

. . • j I 
a:t short inte:rvals had fallen far short of the original objecti~e, 

. I 
11 

47. TWX~ CGJ) USAFSS to CO, l~t RSM~ Cite: ODC-SZ 220, 28 Aug 51. s.d. 101 • 

... _ 11 
* By June 1951, the 1st_. RSM had three positions covering Chinete 

.Air Defense and Air/Ground cases and AF'SA was supplying IBM 0n 

!'uns from alljpCA.·jcases on cover in t.li.e Far East. 
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. :. 

primarily beee.use of ir::radequa te communications i'acilfties for tele-

typing raw traffic and a lack of a uniform manner/6£ exchanging decrypts 
' . 

among AFSA1 ASA.PAC and the Jst :FEM. Theref'ore, 'AFSA suggest,ed to USAFSS :l 

that a standard exchange format .r~C 25x3 IJt~ght reports be adopted 

and all telegraphic exchange of data Ge reduced to the abbreviated 
48 . . 

format.. Concurrently, AFSA iooica ted it would. furnish USAFSS a limited 

number of Chinese linguistso At that point,, inadequate Chinese trans

lato~ were severely reta:rding field exploitation of collected data .• 49 

Actually, the 15M needed 14 additional Chinese linguists to handle the 

daily trarfic., Hence, it readily agreed with the AFSA suggestiono 

l;n additie>n, the RSM requested permission to hire qualif'ied Mandarin 

linguists in Japan under terms of the decislon made by USCl::B in August 

1951 .. tPo 
I. 

Influence of 'D!l.ctical Requirements. In the meanwhileh the l:st RSM 

continued to advocate more freedom in relation to specii'i¢ iand emergency 
. 1 l . 

missions.. Also_, the RStf continued to be responsive to ·theater or 
!.j 

tactical needs in regard to processing· activity. In respect to .field 

11 
, 11 

48. 'r«X, DIRAFSA to CG, USAFSS, Cite~ ARL 50172p 22 Oct 1951~ s.d. 1020 
I I 
11 

49. TWXJ> CG, USAFSS to CO, lst IlSY, Cite: ODC-95655, 26 00t 19$1. s.d. 1030 I . 
;b.. TWX, 1st RSll to CG11 USAFSSJ) Cit.e: TS 380, 8 Nov 1951L s.d. 104. . . I 

. * This decision allowed indigenous personnel to be emplo~d as trans
lators, providing they were physically separated from PP4INT acti-

, vity and did not receive technical (CO'MINT) backup devell.oped by 
U.;S. COONT agencies. I 

I. 
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processing~ the Director of Intelligence, FEAF, in early August :1951, 

stressed the need for timely and current topical analysis as opp.osed 

to long range trends.,* Hence 1 the ls t RSM initiated a. series o.f short, 

daily wire reports to meet this specific FEAF requirement.51 Mo're-

over, the RSM continued to app~ the tactical processing concep.t through-

out Augus t-Septe~ber as indicated by the development or its TACOMINT 

effort .. 

The .field concept of tactical service gained some of.fieial recog-

nition from both AFSA and USAFSS in relation to the Chinese Air problem. 

Nevertheless, the official implementation o.f the modified practice was 

qulllified by procedural requirements which still ref'lected stra;~egic 

operational concepts .. 52 For an explanation of the above state1I1e:nt as 
'' 

well as an indiciation of the ISM concept o.f operations,, the. !'dllowing .. ···1 /P.L. 86- 36 
. EO 3.3bf3l 

excerpts from the RSM rebuttal to the AFSA-USAFSS proposal are iquoted:!>3 / 

51 .. 

520 

* 

FEUF OAD-SZ 33~.. Para lo Concur in gen with desirabi~~ I .. // 
of standardizea format for electric~l forwarding or Chinese, ' 
Afr Traffic in lieu or raw traffico . Parao 2 o Strongly 11 
disagree with proposal !'or preparation of .format ~m't:fien · .f 
and translation) by processing party at Ashiya.. At preser.b! 
there are not sufficient personnel t·o permit any dispersa~ I 
of Chinese processing. Even upon arrival additional 11 

TWX,, USAFSSLO,, FE.AF to Hq_, US.AFSS 9 Cite: MH 708~ 16 Aug 19;51e s.d.105., I~ . 
TWX,, CG, USAFSS to COj lst '.RSM 9 Cite~ OAD SZ .330.9 26 Oct ~9. 1. s .. d. 106. 

'!WX, · ls t RSI! to Hq, USAFSS, Cite • '!S 434, 6 Nov l9Sl, s .d J F7 • 
Records also reveal that the Theater Watch Col'l!llittee made el.xiten
sive use of Air Force COW:NT, but was primarily interes t-ed 16 the 
current or timely analysis. · 

See Influence of Chinese Air Problem, this Chapter. 
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personnel~ dispersal remains ·undesirable. Following facts 
presented: a. At Niigata, JDOre favorable signal reception, 

·better comm circuits and shorter courier time all indicate 
desirability of some coverage oflf 25x3 ft here ·in nearm...... . .... -···· ... ,.. 

I 
A · .. EO 3 • 3b ( 3) 

futureo f so, any prQCessing 2.t shiya should logicall7 . / p. L. 86- 36 ... 
be pa%1illeled at Niigata. b. High grade translators.:wi'll 
rena.in cri ticale Our immediate reporting to 5 tll.-Ati' Force 
and FEA.F on Chinese Air is vital to them .~nd-must be based 
on that talent we can muster. c. Techr13.cal and intel-
ligence tie-in between Chinese !Uld'Russian processing is 
close and becoming increas.ingly closer. This tie-in can 
be exploited only. byadhering to the centralized proces1sing 
to besr .corl!.3µmef~ •• Weather nonnally appearing ai .these 
nets 2sx3 ··etc) is useful here even though not at AYSA. 
Format red at Ashiya 1'ould ha.ve to include WX. Format 
prepared here would noto d. Proposed i'ormat, as under
stood here~ will save little if any comm time or groups in 
comparison to f o:rWarding raw traffic from Ashiya and Nilgata 

· tc;> here. Real savings comes if processing personnel at 
AFSA, ASAPAC, etc., do use translations prepared and for
warded in format from first point of processing •••• Para 
3 •• o Format does not provide for unusual or significant 

.portions of msgs such as 'to Korea for combat 1
, 'instru

ment bombing', 'planes. failed to return' and the· name. :of' 
the lead pilots on various mass flights. Such phNs~s, are 
of tactical value and must be considered as necessar)f 1by 

· us •• o o Para 5. In view of current critical importance 
FEAF and 5th Air Force of' Chinese Air processingj eai-rtestly 
request any change affecting this problem be c onsideHd 
more in light of this war zone and that they be coorclina-
ted with Tactical Air organizations. / / 

IMPIEMENTATION OF CONCEPTS. AND SERVI~ . !/' 

From late December 1950 to early June 1951; Detachment! j'.C" (Rede

sigoated Detachment 13 on 1 February 1951) con~ued ope~~ons at Taegu. 

During the early part o;f this period the unit was primarift concerned 

with the Kore~n problem9 ioe• 9 CW intercept. Hence, its techniques 
. I 

employed and contribu tiom to the combat situation were of interest 

to the Ground Fo!'>es as •ell as the Air Force.* By ..:.rl1 r•nuary 

. I/ * The NKAF was almost annihilated in the early days of i;'.he war. 
Therefore, Det 13 and Cho 1 s effort on the Korean probJ!e'm was 
devoted almost exclusively to the NK Ground Forces' Cdtrimunica tions a 

See Chapter IIo // 
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1951, the Detachment was able to completely decipher al'l..d read the 

North Kore.s.n intercepts. In addition to on-the-spot use of the in-

for-ma tion byEIJSAK and 5th Air Force, the Detachment forwarded its 

translations to the ls t RSM for further processing and ut.ilization • .54 

Early Intelligence Service. One of the outstanding early 

accomplishments of Detachment 13 actually began late in January 1951. 

On 30 ~Tanuary the VIll Corps. of the North Korean Army began moving 

from Yenchi:i Manchuria to an assembly area arouro..d Wonsan on the east· 

coasto At the same time,, the Corps began sending dai'.cy reports on the 

status of the movement to the Auxiliary Command Post at Tunghua o j ! The 
I: 

Detachment picked up some of the early traffic, recognized its pff en-

tial ~-alue and immed:ia tely passed it to 'FEAF. Consequently, the: move
. I 

ment was constantly harassed by UN air and sea bombardment which! ~aused 
. I I 

the North Koreans long delays and detours, steady attrition and in many 
I 

fastances corriplete abandonment of rail travel for foot and truck ~~velo 
• . I 

Tlu'oughout February the Detachment continued to intercept and 

eA-pbit this source of information. Thus J) by the end of FebruaJ only 

a pa rt of the Corps had r~ac hed the assembly area, a.'ld its three di vi

sions were strung from Wonsan to Hamhtmg to the Manchurian borderl 

This deployment or order of battle was also anothe:- item contribiJed by 
I 

the Detachment from its intercept of administrative messages and damage 

I 
reportso T"ne Detachment continued to chart the route and whereaoauts 

11 

540 Month!Jr Status Report, lst RSM, J Feb 19510 
) 
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of the three divisions throughout March and to keep 5th Air Force 

informed. As a result, elements o! the Corps were still enrqute to 
. . ,, 

the area in early April 1951 .. 

Moreover, the Detaehment continued to supply in.formation to the 

5th.Air Force and FEAF which was 'employed to frustrate enemy' .tn-· 

tentions. A typical example of this service, cited here because 

the effect on .future COlUNT services,occu?Ted on 20 June l95lo 

About 2~qo on the night o! 19 June "195ls Detachment 13 inte:r-c;epted a 

message !rom the NKAF Headquarters at Pyongyang which laid an opera-

tional oroer on one ot its units at Sinanju. 
•I 

The order ins;tructed 

the unit to launch an air attack with conventional bombers f!.;nd MIG 
. : I . 

es~ort agai?)st the Island 11 Chain" at 06CX>. the next morning.; , Thirty 

. 11 minutes later, the Detachment delivered the item to the Sso
1

, 5th Air 
. . I 7 

Force. The Commanding General, 5th Air Force, probably lme

1

1
, ab~ut t~ 

I . 
planned attack before the Commander of the NKAF unit at Sinainju did. 

The next &,y the C&mnunist conventionals encountered ,+l's and the 

MIG escort met· F-86 's. Also, the next day, the AFSSLNO, FED, sent 

)6 
the following rel.a ti ve .cnessage to the 1st RSM: · 

56 .. 

• • • Com Gen well pleased with prompt arxl excellent ~~tel 
renderedo Fol. are results your effort: At APHWY6WO Qll0900K 
24 F-51 engaged 6 to 8 IL-lO and Yaks with claim l Yai Janel 

11 .. USAFSS In The Korean War, Subj: 'lar_gets-R:dl ·Movemen~ of North 
lforean VIII COrps. This report was compiled by Hi USAFSS in 
April 19$2 o Bo de 106., . . . ! I . 
TWX~ USAFSSLO FEAF to lst RSM, Cite; MH §03.ll 20 Jun ~$1. sodo 109. 
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2 IL--10 destroyed and 1 IL-10 .p~ebably destroyed. Also 
2 IL=lO damaged~ At approx sarlie time 32 F=86 flying 
top cover for F-$1 met 24 MIG type acft: Claims were 
4 MIG 9s damaged. The same group of F-51 attacked by 
6 MIG and l F-51 lost. 

There were several queries. between Pyongyang and Sinanju as 

to what happened to the NKAF. Shortly thereafter the value of 

the SJt:raf'fic declined. However, the net appeared again in 

123 

Noi/ember with 6~ a r:~===:--::::.;-:.-~.::--c .... ;-::; .. z==;;;;;
2

;;;;:;
5

x;;;;
3

:-:-.:-.. *;;,-.--~=-~sz-o~ •.. · \ . 
Beginning of tile· t;JSAFSS Voice F.ffort. Meantime, development:; 

in the Air war began to :~pha~;ize the need fbr additional COMINT .\ 

type services to the Air Force. S~ul taneously~ an extensive Rus~fan 

comrnunicaticns network~ apparently co~cer:ped with air operations,, 
·. ' ; 

appeared in Korea. It was soon determined (byO:RSM and Detachment· lJ) \ 
. . 

( that the ~pecific functions of this network were ~ri.c~rned v;ith e:arly . 
·· .. 

warning~ aircraft tracking and ground controlled inte~epti9n ofi 'UN 

aircraft. However, timely and useful exploitation of this net;;d~~ re-

quired a voice capabili~y, which.was almost nil at the RSM., Th~ )OI1e .. 

ins. talled voice position (at Johns on) "as copying Strai'f'icf~ I/Yet~ :,Eo 3 • 3b ( 3 l 
P. L. 86-36 

the positi·on was not prolific because of its poor location. 

Therefore, OD 9 Februaryv the voice effort was transferred to 

Detachment 12 (Ashiya) o It began operation 18 February on PVO Jlses. . · . I I 
Nevertheless;. the traffic had to be transmitted to Johns.or. for pre! "'ces-. I 
sing 1 because the processing personnel had remained at Johnson tQ 

11 

57. Monthly Status Report, lst RSM, 12 Dec 1951. 
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process the combined take from RHl, Navy and Army. O:rfgih<!llly, the RSM 

planned to install two 24-hour voice positions at Ashiya, but scarcity . . ' ..... 

of voice personnel restricted the initial effort to one position opera

ted by five airmenoSB Durfng 'March, additional voice perspnnel arrived 

.--· in the RSM and one other voice position was added at Ashiya. Also, the 

positions began copy:in~ 25x3 1·- ·· .... .. ·· .. -- .. ·;~~ L 3. ~~~ ;~ 
Outstanding Requirement Fulfll],ed. Concurrently, the Director ! 

of Intelligence, USAF, designated t!le determination of the. nationality 

or the pilots operating Soviet-type airc_raft in the Korea;ri theater ~nd 
• . ' i 

. the <Etermination or the procedures and effectiveness of !the GCI in! 
. : ' 6b. 

the Antung area as the nwnber one intelligence projects i4r March •. 

Although this requirement actually originated in the nc) 1·it was pl.aced 

on Air Force agencies by Headquarters USAF. ConsequentJ~- Headquarters 

USAFSS attacked the problem as follo,vs: l 
I . : 

to approach the problem rrbm 
I . ! 

The RSM9 on 21 II.arch, was directed 
_; 61 

three ways: 

lo To continue analysis of t:raff'ic passed on · 

and Korean decrypts supplied by Detachmen 

580 Monthly Status Report, 1st RSM, l Var 1951. 

59., Monthly Status Report,_ lst RSM, J Apr 19$1 .. 

.,,..,,.,,,..,...,,,....,,.,.... 

(:/:)., TNX3 ,USAFSSW, FE.AF to USAFSS, Cite: TSW 155, 27 Mar 19$1. s.d,. 110., 
l 

61. Twx,- Fq USAFSS to cos· 1st RSM, Cite: 0A1)...J SZ 440, '?l Mar 1951. 
Sodo lllo 
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2 o To place a voice intercept position on an airc:ra.ft 

used by Detachment 6, 136th Communications Security Squadron for 

monitoring US Air Force circuits in Koreao 

3o To establish a Chinese-Korean voice position (search) 

at De ta.chme nt 13 o 

At the same t'ime, Headquarters USAFSS pointed out to the RSM that Secu-:-
' 

rity Regulations prohibited assignment of any indoctrinated pe:rsonnel 

to any mission involving risk of capture for interrogation by ·unfriendly 

partieso 

By the end of March~ the RSM had determined that the voic:e. inter-

cept effort could not be installed aboard the Communications s1
1

J
1

curity .iP.L. 86-36 
.· EO 3.3b(3) 

aircraft primarily because the aircraft flew over enemy territJory .. 

However, the RSM reduced the voice effort at Ashiya to one posliltion . 
11 / 

and installed a Chinese-Korean vo·ice (search) pos.ition at Detalcl~Il.t 

JJ o In addition, the . RSM prompted a request from FEAF to the Dir.ec tor 

0£ Intelligence, USAF, £or a special aircra£t (C-M) t~ be user,i~s an 

airborne platform for such activity (voice intercept) o Theia·ircraft 
. i/ I 

was not Employed at that time, hawevero The airborne effort is further 

discussed in this study in connection wi t.11 the VHF proble~. 

Meamvhile_, prior to ~ceipt of this urg~~-~.-1:1,telligence iiuire-

ment, the JlSll had been developing a easel '"' ~terc,id at 

Ashiya,, which had all th~ characteristics of Soviet aircraft alc!tivity 

:in North Koreao Consequently~ before the end of March, the RSrl 

62. '.!WX, 1st JlSM to liJ, USAFSS, Cite• TS 282, 26 liar 1951. ·:·r· 112. 

I 
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wired FEAF and Headquarters t1$AFSS that the pilots of the jet air-

63 
craft concerned were Russian-speaking personnel. As a. result o! 

this ite~, both FEAF and 5th Air Force immediately placed pressure 

on the RSM to establish a_ World War II "!1' Service in Korea for 

the Tactical A·ir Units o 

Birth of "l" Service. Since the RSM did not have su!ficient 

voice personnel and equipment to establish the requested s·e:rvice, 

it informed FEAF on 31 March that the service would have t~ be de-
. . . 64 

layed until necessary personnel and equipment arrived. As an 

interim measure, the RSM suggested that alerts or items concerning 

eneray air activity,. based on Ashiya: voice intercepts, be relay-ed to 

FEAF by telephone., FEAF could then alert Detachment 13 wl)en Ashiya 
. . . 

noted enen:y aircraft as being operational in the North Ko~ean area. 
i I 

.The interim system was begun on 4 April and continued unt~;t 26 April .. 

It did not !ul:f.'ill the "'11' ServiCe requirement, was of dobbtf'ul secu-1. 

rity, and was vecy untimely., 
• I 

- i I 
Concurrently, FEAF called a conference ai the problem on 4 April., 

At that time, the fflll pen1onnel reiterated their require4t for voice 

personnel a:.'ld equipment to the Director of. Intelligence, /tEAF, as a 
I I 

prerequisiw to the service.* Hance, the Commanding Gen~r.al (General 
11 

63, l!ont1>17 Status Report, 1st RSM, 3 Apr 1951. I 
64 .. TWX, lst RSM to AFSSLNO, ~ll Cite: HM 772, :n Ma.r 1951 .. 

I * Information !umished by Major William P .. Fi!e, one of the ISM 
officers mo attended the conference., 

I 

I 
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Stratemeyer) FE.AF, initiated the following wire to the Chief of 

Staff (General Va."1denberg), USAF.6.S 

La.te indications of Soviet operated jets engaged in 
comba. t over Korea plus continued buildup o:f enemy air 
potential in Manchurfa requires immediate implement.a~ 
tion of radio voice intercept teams with D/F capabi
lity in Korea to proVide instant spot info for scramb
ling and vectoring United Nations aircraft to airborne 
targets.. Present capability of' AFSS Detachment in 
Korea insufficient to provide this serviceo Request 
highest prioB.ty be given to shipment of 12 Russian 
Voice intercept opera.tors, 3 experienced Russian 
voice analysts and 1 experienced offi,cer Russian voice 
analyst to First Radio Squadron 9 Mobile to meet this 
urgent requirement. 

This message was passed on to USAFSS on 4 April by AFOIN •i th a 
' 

request :for USAFSS to immediately wire its estimated capability to 

fulfill the requirement., On 5 April USAFSS informed FEAF that }he 

number of' personnel requested by General Stratemeyer could not'.be 
' . ' 

; I 

furnished with'!ut jeopardizing commitments of USAFSS for earlyl~arn-

. '' ing defense of' the United Stateso Also~ USAFSS notified FEAF that 

one officer and eight airmen were being airsltlpped to Japan fot! 
. . 66 1 I 

further assignment in Korea.. , Un.f'ortma tely 9 the ls t RSM, an :~ction 
.. ! I 

\I 
addressee on the USAFSS wire» did not receive the nessage untilllO 

, I, 

I'. Aprilt- thus delaying organization action for several days. ; I 
I! 

Or~anization of TRAM I.. On 10 April, the RSM received th!, 
. t 

delayed w_ire and immediately began devising an operational plaj :for 

. . ! . 
650 TWX, AFOIN-C/SR t6 CG., USAFSS, Cite: SW 10.3, u Apr l95lo rd· 1130 

660 TWX, CG, u~ss to D/I; Hq, FE.AF~ Cite: ODO sz 708, 5 Apr ]951. 
Sodo lJ.40 
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a 111" Service Team. It was detennined that available equipment 

would limit the method of passing the collected information to 

the TACC to simultaneous transmission by land-line from the inter

cept siteo Therefore,, a system using a telephcne operalor mouthpiece, 

!or th:! .intercept operator, and a squawkbox, for the Tactical· Air 

Controller, was selected •. The basic equipment selected tor the Team 

included an H0-17, a dipole antenna,, two radio receivers (•one Super

pro and one Collins SlJ-), two recorders ( Rl'-llA.). and two P-95 power 

units. The two receivers and recorders and operators desk were 

installed inside the H0-17 to permit simultaneous interception, 

recording,, translation and relay to the .TACC of messages intercepted 

on the voice (:Eb.ssian) GCI neto 

It was also planned to establish the Unit (Team I) apart from 

the other COMINT ageney in Korea so that the JOC could use the informa

tion to the maximum extent in vectoring UN aircraft to airbo_me targets .. 

Actually, the ini'onna'j:.ion would be passed directly to the :JOC by the · 
6 . ., '. 

Teanlo 7 JOC would relay it to UN aircraft by simple, co~ed voice trans
! I 

missions,, Since the intercept personnel did not possess· six or more 
I 

· I l . 
arms, the RSM incorporated a system of automatic switc~g devices in 

. . I' 
the recorders.. This would perlllit the operator to use one; hand for 

' ~ I 

operation of' the telephone headseto Another ail1!18ll ~oul~ I act as tlie 
- . 11 

analyst.11 viz., perform current analysis on the intercepts, keep the 

I! . 
67. 

1 I 
TWX, to, FEAF, to CG~ USAFSS, Cite: MH 531, 20 Apr 1951 .. s.d,, 115 

I 
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Team current on fr1e tactical changes occurring on t;ie enem~r ne~ and keep the 

grid zone chart accurate and timelyo &nee, the Team would not have to 

rely on Detaehment l.30 The ar..alyst.1> dtu:"ing aircraft activity i'n North 

Korea_, would also plot all UN and enemy aircraft in order to provide a 

current and concise picture of the activityo 

Subsequently1 the personnel from lleadquarte:rS, USAFSS, ar.rived in 

Japan and FEAF established an operational deadline or 27 April :ror the 

Team. The equipment and airmen personnel were air-shipped to ~-13 

(Suwon) on 23 Aprilo The OIC had flown to Korea on 22 April .. · Then.I> 

the Team and equipment were moved by truck to K-6 (Pyongteck) ·and 

deployed adjacent to the '.l'actical Air Controllero By 2,300 on 214 April 

the Team was patched into the TAC by land-line and was operationa.lo 

Dur1.ng the morning of the 24th, the OIC of t."le Team and the CO of the 

1st HSY developed an operations plan in conjunction with the CO of the .. 
606th AC&W unit so that the infornetion could be provided cover by 

'. I• 

the radar unit. and supplied to the 5th Air Force Fighter i.mitsi.iin a 

secure manner.. At the ~ame time, the CO of the lst RSli deterpiined3 

. I 
in ~onjunct.iori with the CO and Operations Officer of the 4th Fj~ghter-

\, . j: 
1. 

Int.er:::eptor Wings- the minimum amount of information required by the 
I 
' 

pilots from the TAC for successful exploitation.. j 
I 
I 

Reco.rds reveal that on the third day of operations, Team Ii was 

able to rer.der a.tactical service to the 5th Air Forceo The 1je~m, 

through its operational techniques, discussed above, us able 1+ 
determine that a 4th Fighter Sweep in NorthWest Korea was befn:g· 

-TOP SECRET EIDER 
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bo.xed by a MIG flanking maneuver. This information was passed to 

t....,_e Sweep via the controller, thus allowing the Flight to avoid 

the trap. .The :f'ollbwing account of the incident and early opera

tions o:f' the Team was written by the OIC of the Team on 5 MB.°y 

1951. 
68 

We regret that Major Jameson t. l 
was not here the afternoon of tne 29th , --: T as at that 
time we were able to do as he req'J.ested- in tracing our 
friendly a ire raft through the enel'll,Y' zoning i=:vd ... m. It 
should be noted that this was not. • • - T 
due to the fact that there was only one r.L1ght of 4th 
Fighter aircraft in that area and this. flight pa th was 
such that we could keep astride of events with our limited 
resources. Even at the slow rate of commmications re
ceivedft it took the combined efforts or the three men 
L ' T to keep as trlde of events. Our 
fllti:ht path traced here WM nearly identical to that. dis
closed by Col Eglestrom '- . · • ' 

. 'Who we later contacted. The information we tJcs.Mo:::o. to 
friendly aircraft in regards to numbers, altitudes, am 
areas enabled them to ascertain that they were being· boxed, 
therefore, breaking away in time to avoid a trap. · · 

Tie also arranged with 4th Fighter leaders to check their 
areas upon a request for a time checko This has enab~ed 
us to find and check the area referred to as 11Cliff"1,,· as 
Wo!ll as the general location or the areas re.ferred ~o as 
11 hot dog" and "steam engine1t. This system has shown Ito 
our satisfaction that the radar l 7 location sta;tion 
is at Sanch ~en., • o on the 29th the o • .. distances aidd zone 

I I 
checks received here were such that the North and South 
lines between Zones 11 2" and "611 have been defini tel.y ; · 
established.. .. • • I ' · 

i; 

Again on the 1st or May we were able to give number~· 
of enemy f1.ights, zones and altitudes, and times theYi 
sighted our aircraft. This enabled 4th Fighter pilri• 

l 
I 

68. Ltr., Team I to CO 1st P.sM, Subj; '1feekly Report anq Replies, 
5 May 1951. I 

' i 
11 
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to ::it'C.p ta...."lks b~fcre being jumped. o • • The 4th Fighter 
score for the day was one enemy destroyed, two. enemy 
da.1!lClg~d. On 2nd of May we followed the activities, but 
due to the number of ships~ both friendly and enemy, we 
we:r-e unable to track the flights. We received no tracks 
from the e~my radar locating station and it is believed 
they have returned to CVf for these cornmunica tions o • • • 
On the 3rd of May it was noted that the information given 
by enemy operations decreased. This has not hindered our 
operations to any great extent because we are still able 
to note when the enemy fighters are taking off 11 a 1 ti tu~ 
des, direction, and general location or our aircraft in 
relation to their aircraft is still giveno Their redar 
lo.::ating stations are· still reporting by .means other than 
vcicei. • .• • 

131 

Originally .9 neither the USAFS~ nor the Ar&Vf personnel wer.e sure Of 

just exactly what information was required. Reports on both UN and 

enemy aircraft were passed to the TACC. Information on friendly 

aircraft~ 1Thile useful in establishing the validity of grid zone 

systems in use by the enemy_9 was soon detennined to be non-ess.ential 

to the TACC e Consecµ ent.ly t transrnis sion of this information t,o the 

TACC was discont:inuede Until September 195'1.!> very little ef"f~rt was 

nad~ to camouflage th.e type of infonuation received by the CO*!NT 
I 

Team Io The grid codes that had been determined were given tol :the 

Tactical Air Controller and the ir1tercepted voice traffic was wssed 
11 

directly to him for inclusion in the AC&'N sys ten o No pure voi~~ 
I I 

in~rcepted t:r-affic was ever relayed to the fighter aircraft b1 the 

TADC controller. LBte• on, Te.., I ite"" were passed by teleph~e. 
line to the Radar Ccntroller in an adjoining tent 9 who would I 
disguise the ir>.fo:nnation (conver·t it to radar derived terminol[j) 

and put it ::>r. the air- to a flying Air Controller. This controil.il..er 

TOP SECRET EIDER _ 7:1 
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would relay the information to the pilots flying the missions. A 

simple word substitution code was used to identify enemy' and 

friendly aircra.!'t and ground check points. Information was also 

relayed to aircraft as normal GCI instructionso 

Team I remained at K-6 until 2 June 19510 At that t1me1 .·1t 

moved with the 606th AC&W Squadron to a hill four miles northeast 

of Kimpo Air Field., Although the new site af'foi-ded bette:r radar 

and intercept coverage immediately!' the reception of the Sovi_et GCI 

net and colllllunications with the UN Aircra.f't ,Controller de.~riorated 

during the summer months. For a short time, an aircraft W:as used 

in tlE Pyongyang area to relay the TACC instructions. ~ .F>ddition, 

the Team experimented with many antenna arrays and recepti,on factors., 

Howe~r, these attempts did not prove completely successful. 

~ion of Voice Intercept Service. Following the implementa-

tion of Team I, $th Air Force proposed the establishmenti ()f another 
. . 

I' 

RSM Team on the Island of Paengyong-Do (XC-5013) to inter¢ept Korean 9 

. , I. 
Chinese, and Russian airborne voice transmissions emanatiilg from the 

Sinanju areao *69 In addition t? the proposal, $th Air F~~ce, at that 
. I 1 

time, placed its f'i_rst formal requirement on.Detachment rr' which.I) 

if ful!illed 11 would have required a full RSM 11111
' service! iin Koreao 

. I' 

This f'act was pointed out to 5th Air Force by the Comman~h.ng Officer,· 
11 

· 11 69. Ltro, 5th AF to CO, Det c,- lst RSM, Subj: Fifth Ai!r. Force Comint 
Requirements , 22 May 1951.. s.d. ll6o I 

* Team I was never able to clearly read all the airbo~e voice trans-
•missions from that areao /I 

I , 
. I _,, 
i. 
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Detach.Inent. 13~ on 25 !Jay 195! and referred to the RSM for action. 70 

Hence: ·5 :th Air Force called a conference fer 8 June 1951 to se;ttle 

the problem. 

TACOMIHT Concept Crystallized. Althoogh the lst RSM was, in 

practice, providing a limited 11 111 type service in Koreaj it viewed 

the prop-0sed expansion ?B a project which would require the Squad-

ron to establish communica:tions activities beyond those in keeping 

.. with its mission. Further11 since the official correspondence on 

( 

the implementation of the existing ·tactical service was almost nil, 

RSM r-epresentatives proceeded to Headquarters, 5th Air Force, to 

;review th~ problem and obtain an official reaction. It was readily 

determined that the 5th Air For~e-'s need for RSM service 'Was als 

follows; 
71 

70. 

7lo 

lo Provide 11 Y11 service to all tactical aircraft 
operating in Korea which would con;:iist of the following 
time 1y inf orma. ti on on the enemy: 

a.. Number and type of aircraft involvedo 
b., Their position ..... 
Co Their altirude. 

·do Their h~ading. 
s. Thei~ intentions whenever possible. 

. I I 
2., Prepare an SOP which would serve as a guide f'or a!Ut 

units using this service • 

.3. Mc.ni tor the manner "l"li th which the product of this 
f'onn of COUINT was handled in order to protect its sourcer 

I I 
ls t Ind ( Ltr Hq Fii'th AF to CO Det Cs ls t RSM, Subj, Fifjth Air 
Force Comint Requiremente, 22 May 19.51) _ Hq Det 13, · ls t RSMI to 
SSO~ ODI; Fifth AF, 2$,May $1. s.d. llt. 

R&R!I Maj William P. Fife to Maj t<;well R. Jam~so:i£1 Subj: I 
Expansion cf Voice Intercept Service) 11 Jun ~95l. • 

HQS US.t\F$S T~C No [ £rC9325 

Cop~· l 
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, In relation to the .first requirement, it was determined by the 

RSM representa·tives that Team I was translating and passing virtually 

all enemy GCI* transmissions to the 606th AC&W unit already. As for 

the other tw9 requirements, the FiSM representatives believed the 

Squadro;i would be out of order in attempting to change methods ot 

dissemination and exploitation, other than those methods ;employed 

·between Team I and the 606th AC&W Squadron. The RSM representa

tives further viewed the. current opera ti..ons procedure (between Team 

I and 606th) as ei'.f'icient and recommended ,that the procedure. not be 

changedo Moreover, the FiS:M representatives recolilp'le:OOed that the 

606th Ar:&.W unit prepare the SOP outlining its services available 

to friendly aircraft and brief t~e appropriate officers in the air 

Wlits on the service to be receivedo The 606th concurred .with the 
; . 

recomnendation and the information was passed simu1taneo'!l81y. to the 
. ' 

Deputy for Operationsp 5th Air For~e and Commanding 01't1?$r, lst I5Mo 
72 

Organization of Team I (Advanced). Following the c bhrerence - . (I 
at 5th· Air Force, the Commanding General, 5th Air Force f leneral. 

Everest) wrote the Commanding General,, USAFSS (General Lypn) and urged 
l 

• ! 
that every effort be made to improve the capability of · m I (Inter-

1 
I 

ception) and to develop a similar capability in Korean ap.a Chinese 
. . : I 

i 

72,, ll!i:Rj Vaj William Po Fife to Colonel :leyers (D/O, sJJ AF) .:i Subj: 
Expansion of Voice Inte:roept Service, 11 Jun 1951., j · 

* This service was limited to trans.missions from the 
GCI net. 
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73 
voice intercept. General Everest also expressed his appreciation. 

fo!' the effort USAFSS was making to have the existing regulations 

modified so that certain types of COMINT could be exploited better.·:i

This was actually the first official recognition given the TACOMINT 

problem by Tactical Air uni ts. 

Concurrently~ the A-2, 5th Air Force, forwarded the followir;;g 

wire t-0 A-2~ F1"....AF~ in regard to the deployment of Team I (Advanced). 74 

Team I of :.St RSM, now. located at radar site near Kimpo 9 
is unable to :read Antung GCI from 1000-1600 hours this time 
of year and have only occasionally read airborne MIG typ~ 
and g.::;ound control stations this side of Yalu •••• 
O}lr sua:lil:e~t.fon is for Team II. • • to put on this island 
I. _7 one receiver and tiio linguist opera tors and 
portable tape reQorder. Our AC&W will furnish two control
lers c::.nd ~rrlF for direct passing of info as radar plots to 
a.ircre;;.:;.. Tr.is island has light-~'leight radar and FM link 
to Kimpo siteo If results unsatisfactory on this island 
.su,ggest Chodo (XC 8J70) and if necessar.r TaL."'lwaso (XD L:065). 
General E·.rerest.vitally concerned and has written General· 
L:ynn rega:rdL"'ig increasing this tactical e.:'fort and including 
Chineseo End. · 

The drawback to this proriosalp as viewed by USAFSS, was t."1.e pro

ximity of the island ro enemy~held territory. It 7:RS within 3rr'~: 
1 ...:di I mile~ ot ar1emy terri to:-y and accessible by air cnly at cw """ lelo 

He::-.·:::t..., tl-.e Security Regulations were again influencing USAFSS :aptiano 
! I 

Hov1ever,. 5th Air For::e agreed to pro•1ide the air evacuation sejr.v:tce.., 
'I 
I I 
'I 

73. Fers;onal t~r, Maj Gen F o F ~ Everest to Brig Gen R. H. Lynlrt!i,:_. 
CG, USAFSS, 6 Jul 19510 s.d. 118. 

?u. TWX.; &SO Fifth AF to D/I; SSO: FEAF~ ,Cite: KIT-1324, 7 Ju11ll 1951. 
s .d. !19. I 

~- General Everest glsc n:!quested that a liaison officer be senk to. 
Kor€& to cont:r.::i: all USAFSS units L-i Korea in order tc provlttl.a 'bet
ter controls and to advise hL'n on the prope,;- .us.~ <?.!; .C!Jl;tHIT .j .J An 
officer was sent from USAFSS on June 3 to the lst RSM ta comply 
with this request. 
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the island was tested and a unit (Russian voice effort) was instal

led c;m Paengyong-Do on 6 August 1951 by direct order of the Command

ing General, 5th Air Force. The 606th AC&W unit ~rovided' a trans

mitter (FM c,arrier with scrambles and directional charac~eristics) 

·and power. This team was withdrawn 18 September l951 after recep

tion improved at Kimpo, which had continued in full operation during 

the summer. 

In August 195111 the enemy began sporadic night ac tirlty.. The 

importance of this activity was not realized until September· when 

the enemy began the GCI direction of intercept fighters on Allied 

B-26 night missions. 'Iherefore 9 in September 1951, Team I began 

24-hour operation in order to provide ~Y" type service to the TADC 

on a 24-hou~ ba.sis. · The enemy GCI controller used a large area type 
! : 

of zoning system for night operations (consisting of thr~ zones) 

and directed the intercept fighters with specific instrup·tions after 
i' 

the previously indicated zone had been entered. A simpl~: alert code 
I: 
't'' . 

system was devised for the three zones and the codes we~l included 
- . I i 

daily in 5th Air Force Fragmentation orders to flying unh.1ts. 
. 11 · 

Detailed briefings were given to the Comnanders of the B[-~6 ~its . ; I ... 
as to the necessity and importance of the warnings (ale~t• codes) o 

'I 

.For a siJo.month period this procedure was credited with rr1ete 
success in warning the B-26 's of attempted attack from e~my fighters. 

The alerting system became impra.;ticable when large sca~el B-29 . 

(saturation) raids were later initiated. I 
I 

i 
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Further" by late October 1951,, the RSM TACOMINT effort had pro

vided a considerable amount of knowledge about the night combat tech-

niques e!Tlployed by the Chinese Communist Air Forceso This included 

type of aircraft used on various missions as well as the staging· 

point for fighter escort. Finally, COMINT had :1ndica ted that the 

Chinese Colllilunists had obtained a high degree of proficie'ncy :in 

scrambling fighter air9raft, particulariy at Antung, where 81 MIG-15 

aircraft were scrambled during a 25-minute period. FurtherD the 

"'Y'' Service type of operations had ascertained that plotting of UN 

air~raft positions in voice, summaries was of little timely value and 

had requested permission to discontinue the activity. 
75 

Deplo~nt of Team II. In respect to the desire of Genera1 

Everest, expressed on 6 July 1951, for a Chinese and North Korean 

Yoice "Y'' service:> the procurement of the: necessary personnel had 

been SJ."1 obstinate problem all the while.~:- The limited number of 

personnel assigned were not proficient in the Chinese languagel ! 

Further, they.were bei~g used inBprocessihg at the lStRS~!IL 
. I 

Coneequently, •hen General Everest stated the urgent need for i~oh r 
a service in Korea.11 the 6004th AISS procured 121 25x3 _ • 

. I 

I 
I 

I I 
12/1. TNX~ 1st RSM to GGr U:3AFSS, Cite: 'IS 177, 13 Oct 195lc s!cdo 120. 

2. TWXs 1st RSM to CG, USAFSSr Cite: 'IS 389, 30 Oct i951. is.dcl21. 

-~ See Chinese Air Problem 1 this Chapter. 
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who were to be .t"unded by USAFSS through FEAF o * These persons :in-

P.L. 86-36 eluded a former General L""'-""-'-""·-""""'""""'""""'2""5""x3""""""""'"""""""""""""""""""'..J~houwas 
EO 3. 3b (3) ' 

selected as the supervisor of the group or teamo The Team. 'Was 

generally composed o:f analysts who had acquired a competency in_ the 

Chinese language through association with :the Ch:inese peopleo 

These persons and the equipment, supplied by the 1st RSM, 

were airlifted from Johnson to K-J.4 (Kimpo ) on 3 August 1951. 

This Team esta.blis~d limited operations at Headquarters, 10th 

AAAo However, high noise level factors forced relocation to a 

site near Team I, where Team II began operations with two receivers 

and one recordero Te'am n began monitoring the HF band fbr air/air, 
76 I 

air/ground and ground/air Chinese Voice. However, the proiind.ty 

** of Team II to Team I was deemed a serious securit~r rlsJ;t and Team Il 

I; 
: ' 

. I . I 1 

760 '!'he existence of an unidentified Ch:inese Air net was!~iscovered 
by the 1st RSM on 2J Aug from analysis of Chinese Maii~arin 
Voice traf'fic intercepted by ·Detachment 13 o The idep'j:;ifica tion 
was based on the following traffic: 1'W'e are now .f'~g over t~ 
Yalu River." "All aircraft have. not come back yet."I r"Show
ao-wn :Report in detail after investigatior:i." (T\l\'X_, ls RSM to 

.. CG» USAFSS, Cite~ TS 687 9 . 2) Aug 1951) o s.d., 122 • I 
* !n April 1951, USAFSS instructed the lst RSM to augmenit the. voice 

effort at Detachment 13 with personnel pro.t"icient in the Chinese 
language. Hence 1 the RSM actually caused the procu·rem~ht action 
referenced. · 

*-:l- Team II was never collocated (in the same building} with other . 
COllUNT units. 
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was again, relocated on 21 August at Chosen Christian University,. 

77 near Seoulo 

25x3 

the search for new personnel to continue Team I! activityo At 

that time 9 it was decided that another search would be made for 

eligible Korean personnel who were fluent in Ch:i.iiese, Korean 81?d 
'' I , 

Er.glish. Also, General Etterest requested General Rl..dgeway to 1 , 
, I 

l: reverse his decision. The decision was re.versed. Hence, on 
I 

10 September FEAF direct.ed the R3M to resume the operations :in the' 

follov•ing message~ 78 

j 

-
77. 

25x3 

, ' 

/EO 3. 3b (3) 
/·P.L. 86-36 

Tl'fX:- USAFSSLO,. FEAF to lst R.Sl'..J. Cite: MH 803,, 10 Sent 195\L s.d. 123. 
- Iii! " .,.. ... I l 
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UoS. personnel and authorized to receive tech infoll the 
analysis and translations with codeword classification; 
bo Preclusion from tech COMINT data, the analysis and trans
lations originated by U.S. intercept agencies; c. Elementary 
cryptanalysis only in. regard to tactical air radio tfc; d. 
Interception and translation of clear-text voice and clear
text Morse only, except for i tern b, above; e. Pas sirig of 
resfo~~~~~e UoS• .. personnel to insure security of project and 

' of_ 25x3 !fen;iployees. · 

The[ 2s~; . 'jwe~.~~tiirned, to Korea on 18 September and opera

tions were resumed ia:medi~~~ly~79 · rhi.s Team continued to monitor 

Chinese air voice and sur-ply written t~~~~i~~f()·~· to De'.t,achment 13 

for the Group i.mtil the Team 11as phased out on 24 Y.ay 19.52 ~~d re-.... 
! P.L. 86-36 

placed by Yale trained USAFSS personnel. However, this '.I.learn never EO 3 · 3b ( 3 l 

transmitted informa tiori to the TADC or Team I for the following 

r·ea.sons ~ 

l. It was unable to translate Chinese into Engli~h rapidly 

enough to permit the infonnation to be used instantly: I'n many cases:> 

tpe Te~m would translate from Chinese r~ 25x3 ·-• 

1

fo Eng~i:sh. 
I. 

2 o The Chfoese Air Voice GCI nets were neither sufjf.i::;iently 
i. 

-
developed nor sufficiently active to warrant the simultan:e1ous 

I; 
trans-

I 

mission of the inter,::ept to TADC. I' 

79. By JO September 1951, tne Team had aided in locatinJ k practice 
Chinese GCI net in 'Korea and had provided evidence thkt Chinese 
pilots were training for combat. (TWX, .1st RSM to ~d,, USAFSS, 
Cite 1 HM 433, 30 Sept 1951). s .d. 126. Further, th~ traffic 
from Team II., intercepted 26 September, proved concl!usively 
that the Chinese were using A/G and G/A. on frequencifb from 4500 
to 5500 KC for operational control. (TWX, Det D ~ ni;t RSM, 
tc 1st RSM,-Cite~ CS 834, 27 Sept 1951). s.d. 127. I 

I 

i 
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Develop:nen~f Ten.El II~!.. .In the meantimeJI the decision to with

draw the members of Team II from Korea had caused another concerted 

search for Korean nationnals~ competent ChineseJI Russian and English 

linguists o On 26 August 1951JI the Director of Intelligence, ·5th 

Air Force, who had served a tour of duty in Korea and was acqu&inted 

with several qua_lified Koreans, recommended a leader for such a 

Teamo This Korean was currently serving as an interpreter-tr-ans-

lator with the First Marine Division. He was evacuated from the 

Ptmoh Bowl area by helicopter on 2 September by the LNO (USAFSS) and 

flown to Pusan with instructions to obtain 10 qualified Koreans who 

could understand Korean, Chinese (Mandarin)," and English. Security 

( cleara!lces "9ere initiated for the 10 individuals and processed through 

the Korean PoliceJ OSI;i D/I 5th Air Force, and D/I FEAF. During 

October~ the NCOIC of the team arrived at Seoul with the equipl,llent 

(four receivers and two recorders) and o~r~tional facilities hre 
installed ll1 a separate building near Team II at Chosen Christli.B.n 

Ii 
University. The processing of clearances prevented Team III film 
becoming operational until Novembero A nUlllber of the Kor-ean ll:h-

. I' 
guists were al30 q~alified in Kcrean, ChineseD Thlssian 9 Englishiand 

-::lther ~angi.;ages, which enabled them to monitor all the foreign roice 

communications and present a translation in English to P.rnericans in 

charge of the unit. These translations were invaluable in prfmg 

the ~oll,:.ca ti on and tie-in of the entire early warning and GCii control 
i 
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system within North Korea and extending into Manchuriao * 
Exploitation Ca.pabili ty Inaugurated. .Aside from developing a 

small TACOMINT collection and prcduction capability during January

October 1951, the RSM also implemented a 'better dissemination and 

exploitation capabiiity in the Far East and particularly Korea. As 

** previously stated, when Detachment 13 was established, its cnly 

direct comn:iunications link vdth Johnson (lst RSM) was an SCR 399 

CW link r..,a Ashiya.o This system was too slO\'i for operational mes-

sages. Furthermore, the 5th Air Force did not have an auitporized 

SSO who could receive and store COMINT material for exploitation by 

5th Air Force. During late 1950 and early 195l:i the A-2 personnel 
' . 

at Headquarters, 5th Air Force, made frequent trips to De:tachment 13 

to coordinate requirements and collect intelligence produc its., · In 

. addition, Detachment 13 also couriered several COM.INT item$ to the 

A-2, 5th Air Force via jeep and "shot-gun" guardo.80 
I. 

Hmveve.:r, ~n 15 April 1951~ General Ban!'ill authorized. the 
,; I 

I' 
establishment of an SSO in Headquarters, 5th Air Forceli wh:j.ch meant 

. . 11 . . I 
COMINT material could be received and storedo '.I'h.ia did not provide 

. I I . 
for timely exoloitation of the COMINI' products_, because the authoriza-

tion did not provide ror the immediate installment of necllsary crypto 
11 

80. llistorica1 Data Report, lst llSM, Dec 1950. I 
* Informs. ti.on furnished by Major tewis Do Nixon, who was sent to Kore~ 

as the Senior USAFSS officer and USAFSSlO at. Hq$ 5th Afi. Forceo 
. : 11 

** See Dissemination and E'xploi tation Problems, Chapter II;> this Studyo . . l 1 
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fa.::ill ties. Nevertheless, these facilities were soon fort.licomW.g 

although it took a potentially dangerous incident to prompt the ~ction. 

On 7 May 1951, the 1st RSM called a "Red Alert~!, because it 

appeared! from RDF bearings, that several enercy- bombers were heading 

into Korea.* The alert plan was immediately implemented and a warn-· 

ing message to 5th Air Force was placed in existing channels., This 

flash precedence message required five hours to arrive at its destina

tion, Consequently, FE.AF authorized the 1st RSM to .establish a direct 

communications link between Johnson (RSM) and Taegu (Detachment JJ) 

to handle such situations on a timely basis., Therefore.!> a new AN/GRC-26 

and the necessary communications center equipment and personnel were 

flown to Korea on 28 May 1951. By that time, the project ot'fii~r 
' I ' 

and Detachment Commar.der had arranged for a suitable site for the 
! . 
J . 'f.-ff. 

transmitter, and the Korean terminal was placed in operationj~9 May. 

It was deemed reliable by 1 June 195lo 82 I 
I I 
I' 
i I 

Jn additions during Yay11 the. SSO at HeadquartersJ 5th Air! !Force, 
! 
I 

was accreditedo His crypto facilities were installed in June.! 

Bl. '.!"mt, wn-22, 15 Apr 19 51. I 
82.. M.onth:,Y Status Report, lst RSM., 15 Jun 1951. I 
~~ This proved to be a miscal_;ulation caused by poor FmF plctt:ikg 

and evaluation. j l 
"'*When the proj'ect officer arrived. in Korea 1 he found that t~~ fre

quencies issued by FEAF could not be used and the trsnsmitifir· could 
not be. operated Within 10 miles of Taeguo Hence, the officTr loca
ted an a:i. ternate site and 5th Air Force laid the neceasary eable 
to the site from Detachment 13. 

TOP SECRET EIDER 77 

No Objection To Declassification in Part 2013/11/19: MDR-USAF-MDR-62597-1-2 



No Objection To Declassification in Part 2013/11 /19 : M DR-USAF-M DR-62597-1-2 
DOC :ny:--3737 0 95 ..... ---··-·- . ···---· . ····-· .. ··---- ··-·--------·-·---.. ---·----·-· -· 

144 _ TOP SECRET EIOElf 

Concurrently, a USAFSS Liaison Officer* began operations in.con-

junction with the SRSs FEAF, and USAFSS :alerted another Liaison Offi

cer for duty in Headquarters~ 5th Air Force. This latter officer 

arrived in Korea early in August 1951 and assumed control of all 

USAFSS tmits in Korea. He w'as immediately placed an the distribution 

list (USAFSS) for all COMINr items c·oncerning the air picture. 83 Thus, 

by late August 1951, USAFSS had installed adequate comnunioations 

(COMINT) facilities in the theater and had established a Liaison 

Officer ( COMINT) exploitation) facility in each of the major air 

headquarters. :Moreover, during August, the RSM initiateQ. .a special 

COJJINT report designed for the Liaison Officer in that t.qeater1 and 

both officers began regular CCJMINI' briefings for the ColllIJ\a;nd. 84 In 

turn, both officers began· supplying the RSM and Detachme~t l} with 

valuable collateral aids and specific air requirements. 
85i • 

The Kaes ong Conference. In addition to crys talllz uk: and 

e.stablishing a tactical COMINT service in Korea for the 1!r Forces, 

· the early US.AFSS effort in Korea contributed another siJiificant ser- · 
11 

vice to.the Korean campaign. This contribution concerned jthe Kaesong 

conference. It was responsible also for briilging into rfr" the tapid

ly developing control and processing issues of that erat lals well as 

· 83. TWX, lst RSM to CG8 USAFSS, Cite_: TS 547.11 6 Aug 1951!·1 s.d. 125. 

840 TWX8 1st RSM to CG.11 USAFSS~ Cite: TS 652s 18_Aug 1951:. s.d. 129. 

850 TlfX, 1st RSM to CG3 USAFSS, Cite: TS 711, 25 Aug 195111.. s.d. 130• 

* Although the RSM had an officer at FEAF throughout 195P! and early 
1951, this officer was actually operating mi.der a FEAFI pharter 
which was more of an SRS activity. The USAFSS Liaison

1 
pfffoer 

operated under an AFSS Charter. Hence, he was more respon$ive 
TO AFSS than was the SRS . 
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emphasizing the need for a clear delineation of functions in the 

collections production an:i dissemination of COMINT by the u. s. 

Forces. 

D-uring the last week of June 1951.11 the Cho Team of Detachment 

13 intercepted and broke the following North Korean message: "N:l.m 

It when you get this message come to me at onceo (Signed) Kim I~ 

Sungo 1
• Since this immedi~ tely followed the peace feeler from the 

Soviets., the 1st RSM interpreted it as a possible forerwmer to a 

conference. After a conference was decided on,, the RSM alerted 

Detachment 13 ·to guide Che's Team to this potentially valuable. source 

~f information. \Vhen Kaesong was selected as the site for the,con

ference9 it was decided to monitor the North Korean end with ixist

ing Det~chment facilit~s, i.e., Cho's CW effort at Detachme+ 130 

Al though the Communists used various codes during the early days of 

the conference» the first one employed was an old code with a hevi . I 
additive.. Cho guessed this and was able to break into the Kaesong 

sys tern so rapidly that some cryptanalytic experts ca tegoricalll~ 
sta. ted it was impossible •. 

Mearrl'i'hile., Detachment 13 continued to inte~ept,, decryp1 land 

pass the material to Admiral Joy dailyl> via EUSAKo This ·;ontl:imued 
11 

fer eight days before the RSM became aware of the fact that jAPAC 

had not b•oken into the Systemo This information arrived fr~ AFSA 

r via Headquarters j USAFSS~ as a request to Detachment 13 to foiard a 

copy of the Y.aesong traffic to ASAPAC. The Detachment replifl it 
had only one copy (written by pencil in Korean) and could nor 
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duplicate it., Hence, AFSA requested that the Detachment forward the 

code book used to break the systemo This exchange of me~sages touched 

off a nurry of communications, primarily denials by the Detachment 

that it had a code book, which resulted in a fuli-scale mvestiga tion 

on the part of AFSA, ASA and USP.FSS. The investigation nGt only con-

cerned the code in question, 1 t snowballed into a technique employed 

(security practices) and exchange bottleneck (cooperation) crite.rion 

of the Detachment operationso* 

By 27 July 1951 the mismi.derstandings had arrived at a status 

wherein the Chief, ASA had instructed the Chief, ASAPAC, ·to contact 

Detachment 1.3 and obtain inf'orlll8.tion regarding the methods, t.echni

q~s" use of collateral, etc., used to decrypt the conference traffic. 

At the same time, ASA instructed AS.A.PAC to also obtain information 

regarding exchange of recoveries and translations, and irµ'ormed.ASAPAC 

that this was a "priority, repeat priority project concurred in by both 
I 

86 i' 
AFSA and USAFSS~ I i 

·1 i 
As a result of the above message,· ASAPAC and the ls·i IRSM reviewed 

::-D:~:::::: ~i!7August an:! the !ISll forwa"'.ed the folllfng report 

Conference this date with ASAPAC resulted in .f'ollowiWg com
mitment: a. Supply 60 Sig with copy all air and RK~ ltfc 

86. TJfX, Chief', ASA to Chief~ .ASAPAC, Cite: ARL 351731 2171 Jul 1951. s.do 1)1. 

87 .. TWX, 1st RSM to.Det 1.3, 1st RSM, Cite: TS 519 1 1 Aug.11951. s .. d .. .132. 

~} For an extensive study of this incident see MemorandJ krom Brigadier 
General Roy H. Lynn to Major General c. P .. Cabell, Subbl= AFSS Har..d
ling Of the Kaesong Truce Conference Decrypts I dated a1 .)\.ug 19.5111 
and numerous TWX's appended thereto. (TSC #54-1608). I 
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on dail"r basis as ou have done. in past. b. Furnish list 
Of a _.L 25x3 nd CiITs igns validities daily o In 
return,r, A · w1 exchange tfc and call sign validities o 

ASAPAC requeats that you furnish call sign validities you 
1•e,~eive from 60 Sig to Capt Th.res her (SSO 1 5th AF) •. Under.
stand you have not been using copy of air tfc received from 
60 Sig.. Until receipt of ans to wire sent AFSS j :r-ecom-
mend you continue present practice. If AFSS. wires OK on pre
sent method of operations, you may feel free to use any info 
or material receivedo Will infom you immediately on receipt 
of wire referenced above. Principal consideration in mean
time is to be sure that all ma terlal continues to filter into 
AFSA channels. At present time, only feasible way :ts thru 
comm facilities of 6d Sig ...... 

Fi.ve days later Headquarters AFSS, prompted by AFSA, qi eried 

the ls t RSM about the procedures employed for distributing the con-

. ference traffic and decryptso The message stated, ". " • it is 

imperative that 13 raw material and decrypts, unedited» be sent to 
. 88 

( AFSA electrically. Also, US.AFSS stated AFSA had recently :L;.dicated 

it was not receiving the raw traffic and decrypts o 

The following day, the 1st RSM informed Headquarters, USAFSS~ 

th.at= 
89 I. 

ea,, 

i: 
o ... lrearly all recent Kaesong msgs have beeri intercepted 
in clear text (mixture of Ko1·ean and Chinese characters)!., 
These are being transl.a ted by Detachment 1.3 and copy of / 
English translation plus Korean raw tfc given to 8th Arm!Y'! 
SSOo Any portion whic:h is not clear is tmderllned and Csp-t' 
Kim ( 60 Sig) c oroes dovm to try to make better trans latioh!• 
"This arrangement was made between Det 1.3.11 ASAPAC ar2d Bili : 
Army SSO because Capt Kim stai:;ed 60 Sig would not be abl'e 
tc. translate plain text msgs as well as Det l.3 due to m:if~~ 
tu.r-e Korean and Chinese Char.acterso (Native Koreans undle,·r
stand Chinese ct.aracters) o One copy of all raw tfc and r 

11 
TtfX!- CG USAFSS to CO, 1st RSM 3 Cite~ CDC SZ 783, 6 Aug 19.5lc s~dc lJJ. 

'r.IX, ls t R'lM to CG, USAFSS, Cite' TS 558, 7 Aug 1951. j jd. 134. 

I 
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code recoveries (ASAPAC desires recoveries rather than 
decrypts} are being picked up dai~ by 6Q Sig courier from 
Det 13 .. 

For your info present dissemination o! 8 copies of trans-
l.a. tions as follows: 1one copy to 8th Army- SSO, one copy to 
GHQ, one copy to FEAF., one copy to 5th AF, one copy to G-2:i 
8th Armyll one copy to lst RSM, one copy to AFSS and ohe copy 
for Det 13 file. o a • Det 1.3 .has been including AFS'A. on all 
decrypts Of intere.st re: Kaesong con.i'erenceo . The Ob$ta.cle 
preventing~~!!!'!. traffic from being sent el¢ctri
Il~y .~ ~ ~racticability of senaTuf"ROre~hariicters 

n orseo v .. copy of raw· traffic is being sent n'SA. Via 
courier. The same material is being copi·ed by I! rmy OOK 
Group.. Query"' has pressure been as strong on 60 Sig• to 
obtain material as it has been on Det 13 to provide !llaterial .. 

Following msg, dated 3 Aug received from Det 13. "Ref con
versation with EUSAK SSO this date. Det 13 continues to 
furnish most complete and accurate coverage o! Kaesol'lg con
ference net. Msgs still being fiown to Munsan-DNI aaily ... a 

!t is to be remembered msgs a.re spoken in English., trans-
- lated by Koreans, transmitted in CW in Korean, after garble 

on QRM are again tranala ted into J!hglish. It amounts: to 
a gues.s of one Korean·'s opinion of another Korean •s know
ledge of English. Per request ·from EUSAK we are funi.shing 
them with one copy of subj msg in Korean for Korean-speaking 
American to check accurac7 ••• •" · 

OIC Det 13 reports that Korean in Det 1.3 are becoJ:lling; in
creasingly concerned and dissatisfied with additiona+.· commit
Illents for extra copies of raw trafficD recoveries, tf$11Sla
tions (Korean and F.nglish), etc. Point AFSA and AFfS lmight 
well consider is that no formal control is possible bver ROK 
personnel~'therefore, ~treme dissatisfaction might ~sult :in 
loss of entire effort. I ! 

- I 90 
To this lengthy mes.sage, General !qnm replied as ·roll©Ws: 

. ! I 
• • • It is my personal opinion that you and your ped>P,le have 
done all that is possible to meet your obligations 141 this 
mattero •• I e:m personally taking this matter to \Yasnington. . . I l 

90. rr.rx, CG, USAFSS to COJ lst RSM.I) Cite: ODC 93787, 8 A~k 1951. s.d. 1,35 .. 

11 * In this :respect, Koreans in Det 1.3 were getting less P9-Y. than 
house boys could command and Capt Cho was ~11. The lsy R5.M and 
lf1. AFSS personnel collected and donated several hundreq. dollars 
to these people to compensate for their meager fair and as 
expression of gratitude for outstanding service. 1 
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Moreover, on 14 August 1951, ASP.PAC fo~,arded the foll~ning 

messaee to the Chief, ASA:
91 

In compliance ;vith your ARL 35175 /Iiies~age instructing AS~-
PAC to investigate the situation at Det 137 a visit was .. 
made by Capts Kim and Hart to De:t 13. Capt Cho, RptJ;:ho,. · ·::·P.L. 86 - 36 

the ROK, Cryptanalyst, was questioned af?tothetechn,iqu$s: / Eo 
3

·
3
b(

3
J 

used. By his own admission 1;,hese··Mchriiques !'ere of'an: 

~!n~~J~~~-~~!u;~~n;~;i~!~·~~~.,:;.~:·•·}~d~!::es .. ···· 
~word method. J.iQK at Det l~ ha:"lie no techniques for/ 

25x3 

~=~~~~~~===~~ trequency distribution only 
ana ys s approach us~d and that only 

on substitution ciphers. No use is made of collateral in
formation. Only advantage held by ROK at Det 13 is their, 
preponderance of Korean speaking personnel. Tfc analysis 
is not performed by ROK personnel but by Americans in sepa
rate section. Translations and raw tfc being received and 
forwarded by 60 Sig Sv Co. 

However, by this point the Detachment operations had become an 

issue. Therefore~. on the 14th of August, representatives fror? iAFSA 

and Headquarters USAFSS proceeded to the Far East to make an Jn-the

spot survey. 92 Further, en 23 August, the joint committee coJJ1etely 

absolved the- R5M and Detachment 13 in the following message tl
1

the 

93 
Commanding General,p USAFSS: 

91. 

92. 

93. 

• • • There was no code book and succes.s of Det J3 was 
sole product of Cho and associates. Unhappiness of AFSA 
on non-receipt of raw material was caused by s~.o, 8th Army 
and (:/J Sig not tmderstanding instructions from AFSA. All~ged 
insecurity of Det 13 in utilizing Korean Nationals was with-
out fact. • • • i I 

. I 

Telecon~ Hq, ASAPAC to Hq, ASA, DTG 1402$2Z Aug 1951. sled. 136. 
11 

TWX, CG, USAFSS to CO:- 1st RSM, Cite: ODC 93912, 
s.d. 137. 

TNX, USAFSSLO, FEAF to CG, USAFSS, Cite: MH 744, 
s.d. 138. 

lOP SEGRET EIDER· ·· 

14 Aug 11951. 

11 
23 Aug ll.95lo 

11 

30 
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The Aftermath of the Conference Episode: A similar series of 

events, beginning late in September 19511 also accentuated the 

issues crystallized by the Ka.esong Conference incident. On 21 

September, A.FSA indicated to USAFSS that some concern was present 

at AHS because the 60th Signal Service Company was not inCluded as 

an addressee on Detachment 13 messages. Therefore, USAFSS ins

tructed Detachment 13 to reaffirm that the 60th was receiVing_ all 

decrypts from the Detachment, although it was not listed as an 

~ . ~ 
addressee. To this message, the RSM replied: 

94. 

95. 

'Burden of proof still rests with 1st RSM to assure full 
cooperation with &J Sigo Since this is continual 
embarrassment to us., effort now made to clear up pr?J;>lem 
once and .for allo F.a.ch and ev:ery day, copy of all de
crypted messages are picked up from Det 13 by 60S"ig. 
Courier •. Also •••• is fu:misbed l copy of all in\,E,1r
cepted tfc, including all raw tfc whether decrypted!$r 
not, clear-text mags plus every word of chatter inter
cepted. 606 has repeatedly been requested to let ~ jknow 
anytime we are reading something they a.:re not so thay 
we can use their Korean speaking C-A personnel to obtain 
values and detailed ·instructions from our Koreans o~j . 
methods used to arrive at recoveries •••• Captain !Ijfa.rt 
(Operations Officer for the $01 Group) has stated tlliat 
they a.re completely satisfied with our cooperation. !J • 
Because of continued pressure on our boys, they are : aet
ting ideas that every time they come up with sorneth:i.rig 
good, they catch it •• ~ our· only reason for contin~l 
SCOoping them I r is, in OUr opinion_, due to more 
effective handling of material. Request this mattet be 
;::;leared once and fer all at all levels. l 

I . 

11 
TWX, CG, USAFSS to CO, lst RSM, Cite: OAD-SZ 668, 2~ !Sept 1951. 

s .d. 1.39. i ' 
Ti'lX, 1st RSM to CG, USAFSS, Cite: TS 9981 28 Sept 19

1

5rl. 
s.d. !ho. 

i 
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Concurrently., A.FSA had :instructed ASAPAC to obtain daily case 

recoveries made at Detachment 13 and recommended the following p:ro-

c.edure .for adoption: Detachm~nt 13 prepare a daily list of [E!} · 
I 25x3 J .. ~~d pass them to the 60th Signal, which would collate 

these with ii;; o~n. and f o";~ro all the ( '"" ~Y tele t:roe to 

ASAPAC and ASA Washington. Consequently, on 29 Se;ptember, the 

lat R3M again assured AF-St. that every effort was be:ing made to 

prbvide the 60th with results. of all the IOM successes and enumera-
·. \ 

ted the detailed procedures already in effect to accompl{~h the 

essential coordination. 
97 Furtherm~~a.,. the 50lst Group subst~n1;.iated 

. " . I 

the RSM report on existing relations in aw:l:.re tO ASAPAC 30 Se~tember. 
. ~ ~: 

At the same time, the Army unit requested author~ty to handle t;he 
98 ····... I· ... 

cooperation problem locally. This request was appi:oved by ASAPAC 
·. I, . 

99 ' . 
on 2 October 1951. ' 

:... i' 
"· Ii 

NeverthelessJ> on 4 October, AFSA requested a copy of allf~W 
loo . · rl 

traffic and translations produced by Team !Io In addition, l a:r .. 

P. L. 86-36 
EO 3.3b(3i 

8 ' 101 

De t;::~: ::::e: f 

011
::: ·~:::b::&5~.t •"S!SU,.,i . .. . •. p. L. 8 6- 36 

to AFSA if possibl lement at Det 13: (1) daily teletype Eo 3.3b{3) 

96. TWX, 

97. TNX~ 

98. TWX: 

99. Ibid. 

lOOo TWXJ 
s .d. 

lOlo nvx, 

I! 
:j 

DIRAFSA to ASAPAC:i Cite: ARL L4726, 22 Sept 1951. s •\i• 141. 
i 

1st RSM to DIRAFSA, Cite: TS 014, 29 Sept 1951 o s .d,o 142 .. 

1st RSM to CG, USAFSS, Cite: TS 054, 2 Oct 1951• s.d .. 143 .. 

1 
.:. ·~···· •••• ··~ ·:'i .. 

T-w:OP:_S.;:w::E~cR~ETl--i"'-<EIHffDE~lf age ............ 8..1 .......... or. 192 .Pages 
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S1.ll'!lltla.~ 0B5x3 to incfiide .foilowi."lg: call-signs £r9m, ···· 
call-signs , freqs,, nw::iber of ms gs and type .of the 
tfc: pass~d ••• (2) teletype daily ~idents to 
include follwg: call-si~ns, idents, lOCi't!on, validity, 
basis of idents ••• (J) include case notations on all 
intercept traffic. 

Four days after the above request, AFSA also advance(;'[ its 

decision on the local exchange procedures, recommended late in 
.• 102 

September by ASAPAC and the 1st RSM. At that time AFSA stated: 

102. 

103. 

Procedures recorn.~ended by &SM and ASA?AC does not, how~ 
ever, seem adequate. • • • • Does following seem feasible. 

1~: Det lJ~i~·~Com ::;~~~ihc;!•t~~ri 
Gl'p g daily st o ; 11.C. C o convert and 
collate recoveries against data available there and for-
ward unique recoveries to ASA Wash by ·priority Wire. 
Prefer this arrangenrent. • • since it places e.Jl:Phange 
• • • in de.finite channel and regular basis. 

. 103 
At this point, the RSM wired USAFSS as follows: 

Re AFSA ARI. 48171. Extl"n1'-l,,,.. and ~rPful considerati1on 
given this !W. tter / .:J 
However, reluctant - to advise AFSA of the bare facts 
since would appear we are trying to avoid cooperation!. 
Therefore, we are frankly st.a.ting the facts to you. i 
Request you ans AFS-A in any way you see fit and advis'e, us. 

. . 11 

• • • we convinced that con3iderable danger / 7 lh 
further interfering with Koreans. We have not yet - i I 
recovered from adverse effects of Kaesong Conference \ 

1 
investigations ••• while willing to comp_ly, must observe 
caution since Koreans are free to resign cir request I l 
transfer ••• please understand ROK crypt.analysts are'. 1 
paid less than standard wage for Korean house boy •• ~) 
This wage problem is a source of trouble and AFSA reqinf-S 
are like an added sore ••• Finally ••• we have no I! 

r ! 
'F..f.{3 DIR.A.FSA to Chief J ASAPAC, Ci U!: ARL 48171, 12 o?r 1951. 
s.d. 146. 11 

Ti'fX, 1st RSM to CG, USAFSS, Cite: TS 193, 15 Oct 19511 
s.ct. 147. I I 
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q~alified personnel to examine our Koreans work and 
guarantee· that all recoveries are being passed. The 
jealousy between our Korear.s and ASA.PAC Koreans 
absolutely pr€cludes having one of their men do the 
wor-ko ••• 

1$3 

Three days later the problem was discussed by AFSA and USAFS.S 

and it was agreed that it was impossible to obtain recoveries from 

Cho as he produced them. 104 Further, AFSA suggested that Cho be 

assured by USAFSS that no portion of his "trade secrets" would be 

given to Kim L directly or ind1rectly.
105 

Consequently,, on 19 October, USAFSS instructed the RSM to drop the 
106 

ma t.ter for once and all. 

Headquarters 2 USAFSS,Support; Aside from the major effor~ devoted 

by Headquarters USAFSS to resolving the field control and procJssing 

( problem of that pericd~ the Headquarters also contributed to tJ~ 
development and modification of the analysis and intell:i.gence tLctions 

! I 
I I 

performed by the units. The major analysis effort at Headquarters USAFSS D 

however, was limited to the ~ssian air picture throughout 195i! although 

it did participate in the development of the Far East COMINT ci~bility3 
d 1 . Chi d s . t . . Kl I d e.g.P eve oped certain nese an ov:ie nets appearing in o:r;ea an 

supplied some technical data to the 1st RSM. This activity wakl generally 

conducted with mo sections, viz., develop:!lent and Traffic Ide}1bification 

I 
and PVO, I 

104. T'/."X, CG, USAFSS to DIRAFSAll Cite: one sz 174, 18 Oct 195~10 s.d. 1480 
, 11 

105. T'llX.;(Holtwick, AFSA, to Pulling, AFSS) AFSA to CG, USAFS~I_. Cite 
ARL L.9524.9 18 Oct 19510 s .d. 11!9. ! I 

106. TWX:i CG} USAFSS to CO, 1st RSM, Cite: ODC 95502, 19 Oct :1?51. 

s .d. l.50. . :_ -, ~ ' - . - . - - . ! l 
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By January 1951, the Traffic Identification and Development Unit 

at Headquarters, USAF.SS, had appraxi.ma.tel;y 11 Cbioese Communist nets under 

study... It continued to scan traffic and develop the nets until May 1951. 

By that date, the Analysis Division, Headquarters, USAFSS, had -activated 

a Chinese Fusion Unit, based on the AFSA method or exploitation. This 

unit was established, officially,, on 26 April, to !~1()~1;-~J~lMo~~ 
1

. 86_ 36 

{ __ ·-· ;:x3 _}nd·-totraln perso~~i(w-i-)·~~~11 phases. of' the_,Protfe~- 3b( 3 l 
(decrypts; translation, T/A and Technical Research), except voi,cfeo It · 

was scheduled to be transrerred to the Far ':Ea.st (1st RSM) inJla;y 1951 .. 

Bowever, personnel procurement and training problel!IB reta:ryJed the 
ii ' 

development and deployment of the unit. Ne'l'ertheless, thE;' Fusion Party 

contributed valuable assistance by reconstructing s~veral :GCA nets, 

establishing the fact that call signs am .frequenc;r' rotae ,changed 
.: I 

sintultaneous·ly approximatel;y every seven months a~d b:reak:ilqg some 0£ ----------ri / 11 
tbs tl'Rf£1c fl'om thO I ""' !\··under stixl1·F This 

party was augmented and shipped to the Far Ea.st in Septembf~ 1951 in 

ioa . I line with the growing concept of field exploitation. \ · 

As for the PVO support to Far East operations, its mhbr contribu-
• ' I 

I! 
tic:m prior to August 1951 concerned t.echnical data on Chinese grid 

. i I 
usage and Russian Communicatioll8 procedureso In this res~et, the 

I 
! 

107. Historical Data Report, Dir of Operations, Hq USAFssl Apr-Jun 
l95lo .SAG 14280 ! 

! 
108.. Hl.s torica l Data Report, 00/S Opera tion.B, Hq usAFss, \1J1un-Sept 

19.$1. EI 19520 

l 
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' 
PVO unit had charted 50 known nets in the Far East by late Mardh 19Sl. 

This was a reflection or more early warning activity in that area and 

better RSM coverage, as well as increased Headquarters activity.. One 

of the outstanding accomplishments of the Section was perf'ormed during 

the early months of 1951. During April analysts discovered the message 

25x3 

This .. assumption was substantiated by the PVO unit early in July 
I 

1951 as one result of an BC.t4 mission nown on 21 June 19510 Trrlfic 
I 

25x3 

! I 110 
times corresponded closely to the actual positions of the aiijf'to · 

! I 
109. !11.storical Ila ta Report I) Dir of Operations, Hq USAFSS .11 Jan-Mar 

l?.51~ SAG 1427 0 ! I 
110. Historical Data Repo.rt, DCS/Operaticns, Hq USAFSS, Ap·r-J'un 19510 

SAG l428o 

I 
f .... ! 
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In relation to exploitation or the technical findings of the 

two Headquarters units, the technical support activity of Head

quarters USAFSS was consolidated under a Field Liaison U~it in the 

Analysis Division during March l9Sl. lll Hawever, the Umeliness 

of this service to field units was negated by the elaborate coordina

tion sanetimes required to .t'Ul.fill B1l1' technical requirement from 

the .fieldo Veey often a request f'rom the field bad to pa;ss through 

eight Analysis Sections for accurate fulfillment.. Hence,, in April 

19Slp the Field Liaison llllit est;ablished ite Oll'll suspense. system 

and messenger service to e::xpedi te the technical service :t,o the 

.field. By the end or August, the system had increased the timeli

ness considerably.. In addition, the TEXTA service unit h•d been con-
I• 

s olida ted with the Field Liaison unit.. There.fore, TEXTA ~ervice and 

intercept changes bad advanced f'ran a subordinate to a pf-edominartt 

112 I position in Headquarters support of field activity .. , . 
\ 

From the standpoint or intelligence production and dissemina-

tion practices!> He~dqua.-rters, USAFSS, recorded several clinges in 
- · - II· 

techniques during the .first part o.f 1951. By late Januatt, Head-, 

quarters, USAFSS~ had established a 24-hour immediate reJJrting unit 

lllo 

l I 
. I 

Historical Data Report, DCS/Operatior:is, Hq USAFSS, J!ul~Sept 
1951.. EX 1952. 

112 .. ~· 
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in the Jiltelligence Dissemi,naticn D.hision. This unit acted as the 

Alert Duty capability in that it consolidated field intelligencE! 

items and extracted various items :f'rom INTSU1lS and forwarded th~m 

to Zone of Interior consumers. Before the end or July 1951, the 

Dissemination Division had become, in pra.c tice, tm Headquarters 

113 
Liaison Officer Training and Operations desk. 

During the same period., the Dissemination Division was 

reorganized ar.d began compilUig Special Intelligence Reports in· 

answer to specific requirements placed on USAFSS. This unit also 

began.compiling regular Intelligence Reports b&sed on field su!ll

maries and supplemented by Analysb products of Headqtiarters, jUSAFSS. 

Moreover, this unit, during May 195111 initiated the fi:rst attempt ta 
' .. 
l i 

collect· and consolldat.e Air Force intelligence. requirements a~ 1. 

ll!l.4 
:related to the current or pot.ential Air Force COlUNT service., I . . I 
Finally~ the Dissemination Division asswned the consolidated ~espon-

1 
eibility for collecting and disseminating collateral material to 

. I 
all t5AFSS units engagi!ci in the collection, production, or expioita-. . I 
tion of CCllINT. Before the er:d of July 1951, this assistance ias 

o! service to the RSM as well as to the rapidzy grOl'fing chain a! 

USAFSS Liaison 0£ficersoll5 

· . 11 
ll.30. Historical Data .Report, D:iS/Operations, Hq 'OSAFSS, Apr-1tm 

19!)1. SAG 14280 

114. Ibid. 

us. lbid. 
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CRAFTER IV 

AssU!!lPtion of Command by Group to Cocsoli
dation of Lhe CHICOM Air Eftort 

l.$9 

The 6920th Security Group officially assumed command o:f. ~11 

USAFSS facilities in the Far East on 5 November 1951. It was 

given full responsibility f~~-c._; . .. ==1s.x.3 -~= .. 
~lem on.lb ~rch ·1952 o Al though this period covered 

only four months and five days.!> some ot the out.Bt.anding tu.net-

ional concepts of COMINT collection and production were offi~ 

ci.ally recognized and partially implemented during the time .. 

From the standpoint of an Air Force and a Uo So COMINT cap.a.bl.,., 
i 

lity.I' these advancements toward a better US COMINT service w~;re 
I 

the culminative results of trends which had appeared early f.µ, 
I 

the development of' a new .Uc So COMINr effort and had been moi:lii.-

fied by practices and circumstanc~s. In other words 9 the asli 

Sumption .or operational command of USAFSS facilities by the 

Group was an official recognition of a true tacti~l-type cir 
cept of operations. The consolidation of the ChiCom Air el£ijt 

under Group control was an official recognition of a functidnal 

division of responsibilities in the Uo So COMINT structureo 

Probably one of the most significant trends visible by. the 

end of the period was practical~ everyday give-and=take co

operation, and it appears that this was grudgingly given at 

timeso 
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RISE OF FONJTIONAL OPERATIONAL PRACTICES 

Although the designation of an USAFSS Group in the Far E!st exerted 

a great deal of influence on the rapid recognition of ~ctical-type 

control and producticn requirements, the course pursued fn obtaining 

such autonomy of action had been well-charted by the 1st RSJL. 

Furthermore, the early infiuence ot the Group generally ~fleeted 

the .RSM effort. This applied to the development and dep!l.pyment of 

USAFSS capabilities as well as the control and operation: Of the existing 

USAFss facilities and serdpeso Moreover, this statement.was signifi-

cantly applicable ,to the establishment o! functional responsibilities 

in relation to the .fulfillment of the ove111ll theater COMJ;NT require

ments-, viz; Chinese Air and Weather, tactical and strategfc intel-

ligence support,_ end developmental or experimental activ:iJ~ieso Actually, 

the Group Commmder and Operations Officer arrived in the\ 'Far Rast in 
' l t: 

September 1951, borrowed some pel"Gonnel and phased into lthe Far F.ast 
· Ii 

operations as currently conducted .. 
·\ \ 

Climax ot. 1st RSM Control and 91?erationso Brie.fly.!' ~e USAFSS 

capability in the Far F.ut immediately prior to November l~Sl consisted . ! I 
of the 1st and JS.th RSll 1s_ ... This latter unit ·began operatttns in August 

195'1 as Detachment 12 (Ashil'a) of the 1st RSM,. Subsequently, the 1st 

liSll redep~d Detachment 12. to Wakkanai. 
2 

The Station ai lA•h:IJa """ 
. 'I 

1. iWX, ffi, TJSAFSS to CO, 1st RSM, Cite: PDC 94348, 31 Ad~ 195lo s.d. lSlo 

2. Bq, ls.t 'RSM9 00 No .. 19, 7 Aug 1951. 
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redesignated USA 54 and was placed under administrative control of 

tha 15th RSM. However, the lst RSM continued to exercise operational 

control of USA 54 because of the 'inrninence of Group Operati,ns which 

would exercise .operational control over all stations in order t0 pre-

vent duplication and to make maximum use of the limited capabilities 

available. 
3 

As for the 1st RSM capabill ty» it consisted of a Headquarters 

Unit (Johnson AFB) and th~ee designated detachments located at Misawa, 

Wakkanai and Seoulo In addition, the 1st R3M had two operationd teams 

in Korea and one team crganized and one Test Team at Niiga tao . :Aside 

fr.om the voice effort of Teams I and II (Four voice positions)/ and two 
'I 

voice pQ~itions at Detachment 12~ the 1st RSM was operating 371 ~ 
i' 

positions!) ·five of which were manned by indigenous personnel orl 
Detachment 13 located at Seoul~ Koreao The major portion of ~is 

. 11 
effort was located at Headquarters.11 lst RSM.11 for Detachment 12! lhad 

recently been redeployed and development of Detach!Jient 11 (Mislaiwa) was 

being retarded by inadequate housing facilities.
4

5 
The 15th Pli was 

operating 11 CW and one voice position at Ashiya.. As previously stated~ 

the units in Korea were producing tactical and some stl'.l3.tegic Jntel

ligenceo However, Headq·.iarters lst RSM was doing the overall Jheater 
I 

. I I 
3. TWX~ 1st RSM to CG.11 USAFSS~ Cite: TS 13L, 10 Oct 19510 s.do 1520 

· !!jl. Mon.thly Stat~ Report 1 lst FSM~. Oct 1951. TSC 54~9Q. 11 
2. TWX.11 1st RSM t.o CG.9 USAFSS~ Cite TS 781.11 2 Sep 19::>1. s.9~ 153. 

$ 0 Monthly Status Report; lst RSMs. Oct 1951. TSC 54U9 Q. I I 
11 
11 
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reporting and exercising overall control .. 

~itial Group Con~. On 6 November 19Sl the Group assumed com

mand of all USAFSS !acili ties in the Far Fast. At that time J the Group 

redesignated the analysis and reporting sections ot the 1st RSM as 

"Group Operations"' and placed the activity under the guidance. of the 

Grou:p Operations Otf'icer.. The RSM personnel, assigned t:o processing 

!unctions, were attached. to the Group for duty. This continued to be 

the procedure until months later when the Group T/D was ip.creased., 

In addition, the Group informed, all USAFSS stations in ~ hr l~ust 
. 6 . 

that it was ready to exercise intercept ·control.. The following day, 

the Group wired Headquarters,. USAFSS 1 tbs.ti 
7 

Became operational this date and assumed control of: the 
land 15 RADFONMOso All .Personnel assigned procesdr;,g 
£unctions .have been attached tor dlty to Gp opns. ~ a ., 

All processing responsibilities have been assumed.. 'C)p 
collection and control section organized and is reaey 
to exercise intercept control over all units Far Ea.~t. 
{Separate msg .fol outlining present capability)" • oj \• 
Not presently planned to begin phasing full processi11ig 
responsibilities fr H::i AFSS» but will continues for lpre-
sentJ> central theater processing. " o • . I \ 

. . I 1 
SimultaneouslyJ) the Group informed USAFSS that the irp Collection 

and Control Sect.ton was organized and ready to provide in~rcept mis-
, . . 11 

sions to squadrons and detachments by case and blocks.,. The Group 

' 11 further stated it was ready to assume full intercept cont .. \lll 
11 

6,, . TWX» 69!20th SG to 1st and 15th RSM9 .Cite: BD 390., 5 Nil 1951 .. 
s.d .. 154. . . I\ 

7. TWX. 6920th so to HqA USAF~, Cite: TS-48oil 8 Nov 195Jf., s.,d., 155. 
~ ., I I 

I ~ 
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responsibilities for that 50 per cent or USAFSS intercept facilities 

to be controlled by USAFSS under the "Lynn-Canine Agreeinento 11 At the 

same t:iJne, the Group suggested that USAFSS continue.11 for the present, 

to specify minimum essential cases and blocks of vital interest reflect

ing requirements of Zone or Int~~ior Commander. 8 Headquarters P USAF$ 

~cknowledged receipt o.t' the information on 9 November but did not refer 

to control matters. 

Therefore, on 12 November, the Group Operations Officer, in a 

wire to the Group Com.matder-, who was atteming a. Commanders~ CGi::i.f'erence 
. . 9 I' 

at Headquarters 9 USAFSS, stated:. 

• • • Detailed Nov mission assignments recd. • • 7 Nov 
for Sta 38 and • o • 8 Nov for Sta 54. ·Both genemlly 
satisfactory compared with previous assignments, but 
does not recognize existence of Gp. or its control func
tfons. • • Recommend you discuss i111111ediate implementa-
tion Gp control over AFSS 50 per cent, with Hq AFSS 
limited to forwarding Zone of Interior command int.el 
requirements (not cases) and reconmending coverage on 
min:iJnum cases desi~d for Brooks Field development and 
tech backup. &nphasize the immediate implementation or 
Gp control with resulting flexibility and immediate res
ponsiveness stem from critical intel situation outlined 
below for your inf'o. Chinese Air Force deplOSnt into 
critical border area virtually completed with out of 
.!:2!:!! 18 Chinese Air. Div now in or moving into that area. 
Continued presence Russian Ftr Regts in combat am in I 1 
reserve in Manc:jturia now aggmvated by appearanc·e Duropean! 
based !ong Range Air A~ aircraft left in Manchuria. AtJ, 
opns officer conference, people gave impression we too Cff
cerned with Chinese at expense ~sian quote Big Picture LI 
unquote but they seem unaware extent Chinese-Russian inter
mixture and extent Russian air participation and direct I 
backup or Korean War. . I 

8. TWXj (:920th SG ·to CG~ USAFSS, Cite:TS 485.11 8 Nov 19$lo sodl 156. 
. I 

9o TWX» 69_20t-h SG to CG, USAFSS, Cite:TS 556, ·J2 Nov 19$1 .. S·fr 157. 

* USAFSS he:&.d an Operations Officer Conference in October 19.511.j and 
a Commanders~ Coni'er,enee in November 1951. · 1 
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As a result of this pressure from the Group and the provisions 

of the new1'f signed "Lynn-Canine Agreement, 11 the .foll~i,ng message waa 

dispatched to the F.ir East Group, information to AFSA,j) ·on lh November: 10 

• o o Agrement has been reached between AFSA and OSAFSS 
that all intercept !ac:ilities1 except those manned by in• 
digenous personnel.I> will be divided equally between AFSA 
and OSAFSS for accounting purposeso It was further ag!'eed 
that no aesign111ent would be placed against Det Cbar;Lie 
positions by either party. As more Morse positions· become 
~vailab!e at your organization, all USAFSS ma .. nned positions 
used directly for theater atipport will be charged to USAFSS 
50 per cent., o ., Desire you forward by routine wire n~ber 
of positions manned by indigenous personnelo Con titi.ue to 
keep this Hqs advised.\) by routine wire,. or any s ignific:ant 
ct.ianges o " " o 

Two days laterl> in a reprimand to the Group .for changing an AFSA ease 

'assignment in an emergency,11 USAFSS indicated the Gt-oup li~d the authority 

to make changes on any portion of the USAFSS controlled intercept posi-
1 j 
l. . 

tionsll thv.s recogniziil8 the tactical responsibilities of 1fie1d com-

ll ! manderso . 
l 

Furthermore.11 additional freedom or action had been obtained by the . I 
Group by December 1951 and another ·Group ol;>jection to cO:ntinued rigid 

control had been recognized by Headquarters, USAFSS.. This latter pro-
. · I I 

blem concerned the existing teletype forwarding agreemenk\be~een ~SA 
and USAFSS,whieh did not recognize the Group concept or operations. As 

. . I . 
a result 9 the 15th RSM was immediately faced with a problem of assigning 

\I 
I . 

lOo M, CG, USAFSS to C09 1st RSM, Cite: SZ 717p 14 Nov 19510 s .. d. 1580 
l 

llo 'lWX, CG, USA.FSS to C0 5 lst FSM, Cite: ODC S.Z 7611 16 Nov 1951 .. s.d. 
159. 
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teletype forwarding priorities to various categories of traffic. There-
. 12 

fore.51 the RSM req,uested relief' on 20 November 1951 1 as follows: · 

e g prepared daily this Sta. Reason for making summary this 
Sta is to reH.eve some of the TT load on raw traffic not 
required immed by Gp when summary being prepared this Stao 
In view of above, the ·roll01Ving f'wding list submitted for UiR 
approvalo • • o Above priority list is suggested for our X 
mission to Gpo This would allow us to get vital theater tfc» 
including perishable WX, to Gp on timely basis al though it 
would delay other tf'co 

.L. 86-36 
/ EO 3: 3b ( 3} . 

Consequently, USAFSS pointed out the conflict to AFSA the .following 

day: 13 

AFSA~AFSS teletype forward. ing list poses problem with[~u.j 
concept as follows. • ·• • Far ~st Group. must process 2sx3 
and WX tfc on timely basis to meet theater require men 
therefore~ 15· RSM must forward this tfc to Group in Top 
Priorities. Sqdns a.re unduly pressed to meet these requi!je
ments since priority of subj tfc to Group is not in accord'• 
ance with ZI teletype forwarding instructions o • • • !'his ~!ill 
be continuing problem~ therefore~ recommend that an immed ~s 
well as long range solution be considered~ • o o To solve li!mmed 
problem; in event of an emerge.."lcy caused by an unusual devie~lop
ment* or pr·eseing theater requiremant» Group would be autlior
ized to readjust to priorities to meet situation ••• lon~ I 
range planning solutfon; Give Group top priorities at eac'.li 
sqdn with balance mutually arranged between AFSA and AFSS., : 

' I ' i 

120 T\VX,. 15th RSM to CG9 USAFSS.i. Cite~ DB 982D 20 Nov 1951. s!.ldo 16o. 

13. TNX» .CG.I) USAFSS to DIRAFSAD Cite: OCD-l=SZ 842, 21 Nov 195!~. s.do 

* The USAFSS Group in Europe was exporiencing the same difficu,Ly in 
relation to new development in the prime USAFE Theater targe~; i.e."' 
the 24th Air Army. Alsoi. the European Group was requesting 1\a•n 
immediate solution to t..lie problam. le-. ~ ~ ~ 

HQS USP.FSS T~C No ~ 9i l'9~1 .::'.:J 

Copy l ............ o.. 1 

88 . TOP SECRET flotR: .............................. OT. 
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AFSA rejected the proposal on 29 November on the basis that the cur

rent teletype priority list represented the minimum ope:r.a:tional 

requirementso That agency did agree to reconsider the ~ta f'ter 

the diariz'ed traffic began to flow steadily to AFSAo iq,* 

As fgr the addi ttonal free~om gained, AFSA .. following a series 

of incidents wherein both Groups violated certain control directives 

1n order to provide a timely service to the Theater Comma:eders 8 

advanced its interpretation of the Group Control concept .is !ollows:15 

Assignments will be made by AFSA in Russian TAC Air Cases, 
as block ·assignments. Gp Commander will be ii!owel! lo-
transfer** cases within his co!lllland.P but at no time :may he 
have more or less than the nwnber of pos assigned by. ,AFSA 
to a particular sta on a specific Russian Tac Air Army 
block assignment. Freedan allowed Gp Commander in ail'.low
ing him to transfer cases within ·h;is comnand is ~l,yj ~o 
enable Gp canmander to seek out ii.nd use the b~t~;ter-
cept pos as regards a specific caseo •• o *** ·I ~ 

140 TWX~ DIRAFSA to CG, USAFSS,, Cite: ARL 57106, 29 Nov i?5L s.,d., 162 .. 
11 

150 .'IWX1 DIRAFSA to CG .. USAFSS, Cite: ARL 571089 .30 Nov 19510 s.do 16) .. 

* A US/UIC T/A panel agreed in August 1951 to adopt an l!brevi.a.ted , I . 

format tor various categories of intercept tra..ttic tol.tacilitate 
exchange of raw aa terial · and to alleviate electrical I transmis
sions loads.. This program was only partially imple~qted in the 
Far East by 30 November 1951. , · _ · \ I 

** In p:t:actice, although it gave rise to other control incidents, 
thia AFSA interpretation of the Group con\::ept did al~or the Group 
Commander tQ alleviate the teletype forwarding probl~ll\ somewhat .. 
This was accomplished by ll!Oving the coverage of a rtg.fCi case nearer 
to adequate· comm'lll.lications facilities.. · \ ·. · 

*** This location assignment had been a handicap to propel' tactical 
control since the beginning of the conflict. I 

\ 
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Concurrently~ the· 6920th Group made its strongest bid for tllctical 

control of intercef.lt capabiliUes and ac'b..lally formalized the USAF.SS 

Group Control concept .. * This was in reply to an USAFSS query sis' to the 

capabill ties or the Groups and the autonomy desir·ed. It was p hra.sed as 
16 

follows: 

Our present intecp control capability consists or being 
able to make case and block assignments to all positions 
based on ccve?9.ge analysis and nearly completed proces-
sing of all tfc. Our.Comm will support timely control or 
all facilities and will result in more efficient utiliza
tiono li:commend following plan for.Group concept of 
Interoept control (a) De.legate position control of all 
f'acilitieis ... including AFSA 50 per cent, to Group: (b) 
AFSA and AFSS send to Group each month ".approxima. te divi
sion of facilities by target in type.11 ioe .. , Chink PVO 3 
positions, Russian Long R!l.nge .5. positions, etc; (c) AFSA 
and AFSS send to Group each month minimum l~st or cases : 
and -cype er CO'lerage essential to requirements and renect:
ing requirements o:f Zl Col!llllands. This list should include' 
on1y those ·Cases_ of unique or vital interest to AFSA, AFSS:, 
or ZI Commands; (d) durl.ng month, send running commentary w 
Gr-cup on coverage being effected., Even if AFSA will not ' · 
buy pla.n, suggest ·it be adopted for AFSS So per cent., : · 

. I; 
Al though the Group plan for intercept control was presented to AFSA 

on 10 December by USAFSS, it was rejected on the basis that eJ~blished 
. 11 

cornr.n.mica tions izha.nnels were inadequa. te for the Group to exerclise timely 
·1 I 

and non=<iuplica tive ccmtrol • .L Further, AFSA was adamant in tr 
I I 

1 I 16., TWX9 t$2Cih SG to CG.s USAFSS~ Cite TS 842, 2 Dec 1951. s.d. 164 .. 

170 R&R9 OCD to ODC, Subj~ TDY Visit to AFSA 10...l.3 Dec~ 17 blc 1951~ s.d. 

16$~ 11 . 

* In replying to the above message on 6 Dec 19.51, USAFSS ·eta
1
tea. that it 

was interesting to note that the above concept or Gro1lp con!erol was 
almcst identical to the one submitted from the Eur-opean G~oup at 
s.pproxima tely the same timeo • 

: • "'!.. ~~ -·- .... •" 

. :,,. ' ·~" "· 
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insistence that the control provisions of the existing Lynn•Canine 
18 . 

Agr-eement prevailo Neverthelessl> AFSA did recognize bonafide 

theater emergency responsibill ties.* Moreover_, a greater deg~e 

of freedom or tactical autonomy was gained by the.Group by late 

March 1952. Part of this freedom resulted from procedures ,adopted 

in relation to the ChiCom air prQblem and the success of those pro-

cedu=-es, theater-wise. On the other_ hands part of the freedom 

resulted from further agreements between Air Force and AFSA, 

designed tc delineate reporting responsibilities in a functional 

manner. 

In relation to the reporting agreementj) this problem had been 

discussed by 'AFSA and USAFSS during the summer and fall o~.1951. 

Thuss ooncurren tly with e.doption of the Lynn-Canine AgreelilElnt, USAFSS 
. ' 

began seeking a resolution to the intelligence reporting issue and 

conversely the USAFSS processing issue. In consonance with the grow

ing concept that p::-ocessing should be determined by the time factorj) 
. - Ii 

USAFSS prepared a proposed Timely Reporting Agreement _and jforwarded it 
- . 19 : I 

to the Director of Intelligence» USA~'o Air Force approv~d the pro-
. I I 

posed agreements providing the Z/I or AFSA reporting respbns:i.b:ili ty to 
- 11 

-. I I 
180 'lWX~ CG, USAFSS to COp 6920th SGP Cite; OCD-96779.Sl 17 Dec 1951. 

s.d. 166. I . 
19. Ltr.ii Hqj) USAFSS to D/I, USAF, Subj: USAF Security S~rvice -

Armed Forces Security Agency Reporting Agreement, 25 &.:t 1951. 
s.d. 167. _ _ . I 

* Lip service had been paid this concept since October l~~l. · However 11 

Group implementation of the doctrine had invariably elicited criticism. 
Therefore,, at the .AFSAm.AFSS Control Conference 10-13 Dbb 19519 this 
responsibility was ~::.early recognized by adopting and .issuing ins
tructions for such emergency action. 
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D t + 'I • i .... 20 epar men ~a ... rec1p ents VI c.-u...d read: 

C·:;mplete reports on all areas / · . ' prepared by AFSA 
as soon as pos~ible, but in no-event.,.-later than 72 hours 
of intercept time if required •••• 

The change was incorporated by USAFSS and the Director of' .Intel-

ligence, USAF informed DIRAFSA of the Air Force approval of the pro

posal on 13 December 1951., 
21 

The agreement provided for point .. of' 

intercept"' tbea ter level, and Z"one of Interior processing by reqiuiring 

specific reports to emanate from these areas.** The point of inter

cept agency was authorized to prepare and disseminate log diges.ts in 

d:tz rized f'orm, si t"Jation summaries and spot items in addition to 

technical reports whenever required. ·The theater level agency ~s 

authorized to prepare and disseminate to AFSA)I USAFSS and Theat~ Air 

Cotllll'Enders situation summaries. spot items and such technical and 
~ - i I 

I I 

intelligence reports as required for Theater (.Air Commanders ori USAFSS 
i. 

units) suppcrto The agreement was approved by DIRAFSA on 8 Feb~ry 

1952.'l thus .._cementing the Air Fo~e concept of timely or clcse 
22 

COMINT operations. 

i I .Tort 
20. AFS.1\-AFSS Rele. tions? M.a.y 1949 - Jan 19zJ. 10 Sep 1953. I \ 

• ! 
( 

' I 21. Memo f'or D!RAFSAi Subj ~ Unclassified) USAFSS-AFSA Reporting 
Agreement)) 13 Dec 1951. s~do 168.. 11 

~·2. USAFSS-AFSA. Reporting Agreement9 8 Jan 195'2. s.d. 169~ ! I 
I I * The USAFSS prop~sal had not stipulated complete repo:"ts witc;iir.

1

. 

72 hours if required. ! 

~* Actuallyp this wae a modified and enlarged USAFSS version of la 
processing proposal made by AFSA on 13 September 1951. i l 
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Initial Group Oe!rations. In reality, the Group asswned the 

intelligence pro::luction .functions o£ USAFSS in the Far F.ast Theater. 

Hence; in the beginning, the analysis and reporting uni ts of the 

1st RSM were renamed and the two local COMINT outlets--Liaison 

Of.ficers at FBAF and 5th Air Force-were made Group repres~ntatives. 
. . . . 23 

Actually", no physical movement of personnel or equipment occurred. 

Alsot the intercept and commmications activities :remained squadron 

functions as well as a certain amount of preliminary anal.Y$is., How

ever, these functions were under the overall control of G+'oup Opera

tions. 

By the date the Group assumed control of Far Fast ac'!4vities, 
11 

it had become apparent that a more e.ffective means of RDF Qontrol was 
I 
I 

necessary, particularly in connection with voice targets. !The RDF 
I 

operators were not :Russian linguists. Therefore, getting a desired 

bearing on su:h a target was almost impossible,, Consequenily, a 
· 11 

Voice position was installed in the Russian Translation 5e1tion,, It 

was equipped with receiviilg equip,,.nt, field phone c~dations and 

a signalling device connected to the RDF site.. Hence,, t~ voice 
I . . . I 

intercept operetcroould inform the RDF operator the exact Jtlme a . . I 
bearing was desired.. Prior to the .end of December 1951., iJis technique 

had been implemented in the RDF sites at USA 3811 .38A and 18!B during 

i I 

2.3. His tori.cal I& ta. Report, 6920th SQ, Oct-Dec 19$1. 
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the hours of greatest activity.; This method had produced results 
24 . 

which were deemed satisfaeto:ryo Aside .from the above opera'Cions 

(techniques)$ the early Group practices were naturally reflected 

in the conduction of the ChiC,omAirS> ChiCom Weather and NortJ:l· Korean 

exploitation !'unctionso However3 these operations were so closely 

related to special phases of COMINI' collection and production that 

they are disc~ssed elsewhere in this Ch9.pter; 

From the standpoint of in tel ligenc e requirements~ the per--. / 

.forms.nee (operations) of the Group during this early period ~as 

summarized by the Group Operations Officer in December.l~~l, in· rela

tion to sa tis.tying FEAF and .5th Air Force inte llig,,nce requireinen ts, 
25' 

as follo-r1s: . 

1 o Covera~e. ..... , ... -· 

Korea is thoroughly covere,d~ .· All know?_l ... or· susp~c ted 
C/W and R/T Air am Weather cases in Ko~a-·are covered, 
including North Korean.11 Russia,n.911d Chinese. 

/ ,.--·· 

a is·-we1f~bvered. Full coverage is given \\ 
.. a 11 kn ets in },f,ahchur.i.a which ref lee t tactical 

activi se PVO. in this area is well covered. 
Partial cove:ra~ given Rilssian Navigational and tactical 
R/T nets .:i and 2sx3 , training nets. Weather from this area I 
is currently ned largely .from Navigational and flight \\'Ii. 
service nets. 

24. Monthly Status Report, 1st RsM3 Dec 19510 TSC 5449R. \ 

25. lst Ind (Ltr., Hq FEAF to co1» 6920th SGJI Subj~ Far East Air 
Force Intelligence Requirements!' 4 Nov 1951) Hq 6920th SG to 
CG» USAFSS» l Dec 1951. s.d. 1700 

TOP SECBET El9ER - 9 ·f _._ 

.·· L 86-36 . p •• 
EO 3 .3b(3l 

.. L. 86-36 p •• 
EO 3. 3b (3) 

. -USAf-MDR-62597-1-2 
. rt20'\3/1'\/'\9:MDR 

. T oec\assification in Pa 
No Obiect1on o -- . 



······-----······--··-··-········-----··-·- --··-······---····--· -------------......, 

No Object~on. To pec!assification in Part 2013/11/19: MDR-USAF-MDR-62597-1-2 
DOCID: 37 37095 --- - --·---

172 TOP SECRET EIDER 

25x3 

'! 

2. Intelligence. 

25x3 ~!1L 
. . 

3. 3b ( 3) 
P. L. 86-36 

\ 

Air activity is, of course, our major effort •. / In_f()rma'.... 
ti on on types of aircraft is furnished on nearl:;;i all~ / 
activity. Information on Russian Aircraft types is ~' 
specific; R/T can distinguish jet and conventional fight~rs · 
from .other types; transports are often identified through , 
aircraft registration numbers. No Russian bomber ai~:r,:-af't i 
have been specifically identified as bombers/ or as spJc:i;fic 
types of bombers, except Russian TU-2 1s in }lanchuria • I IPur~
tion and length of flights and altitudes a~e occasional)l..y ; 
available from navigational traffic. Crashes and acc~q'ents 
are someti.mes noted, but the cause and extent of damage are 

.,-

usually unknown. · ./.. ·l1/; J 
. ' I . 

part~~i;e~i~~~~1(:~~;st~~ FEAF and~t~!!f Fn:ce ar: ~e,ng 
changed on 1 October) by tlJ~n O'!'~m?'e&;~~' :ma otn ii 
readable weather. A joint AFSA-~FSS; effort at this Hq is 
scheduled to attack the newJI 25x3 1 r1th 
excellent chances of succes- o i · 11· 

Civil and Military air routes,.... are reported on a rC?~tine 
basis. Cargo and passenger info,fmation (including VI~ls) is 
nornally obtained from Russian !lets in Manchuria, occasionally 
from net.5 in Siberia; . · I 

Special maneuvers and exe.rcises are normally note~ ·and 
reported, although detailed ,information is usually ava~lable 

or_ily ~hen tr :x:::,·~e: :afe/be c~vered ~y R,/T. Unit ~~enti-
fica tion of 25x3 its. is furm.shed on a rou~Jlne 
basis. fu.s a • 1 eported by arbitrary unit dJsigna-
tions. 11 
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. Ne·w types of aircraft have been reported onrr;;;1nets· 
(MIG-17) o No new types have beer.: noted an Fluss~ts, 
and it is believed that new types will be detected only 
through T/A reflecting maximum performance of airora:ft. ,·· 

,;:;_ .. :· 

No indication of guided missile or aircraft tests 've 
been noted. Detection of guided rnissiie activit;r,,is consi:• 
dered .beyond our present capabilities. . ;::- . 

* {~ * * * * * * * . <;'.-::::>' 

In.formation on earl3" warning ~&;~ocations, capabi- · 
li ties and associated air warnW"colllDun1cations (PVO) is 
produced on a routine 6asis :with close cootdination with the 
Ferret program. Russian a¢· Korean GCI nets in Korea are 
being cove~d and the .RµsS'ian net is being exploited' tactil"' 
cally. (The 9nr net is currently in the developmenit 
stage). Both nd Russian practice GC! exercises have: . 
been noted. .· te ~ the tie-ins between EW and OCI have ~ot 
developedo ·Notices of enemy aircra.ft movements are furnisp~d 
5th Air,.Force on a minute-by-minute basis :from covexege o:f': . 
I 2sx3 ~ets and Russian GCio , 

* * * * * 
; i 

j: 

Arrangements have been made :f'or passing flash-type I ' 
intelligence to 314th Air Division and subordinate control I 
Centers,** Co·nsiderable -work and planning remains to be I 
done,. particularly in regard to secure com.rnunications l> I 
bef·~re we are fully ready for tactical operations in Japan. ! 

, ... ··"' 
.. •' 

.o P.L. 86-36 
EO 3.3b(3) 

CONSOLIDATION OF CHICOM WE!THER FTFORT . I 
Although some desire to consolidate the Chinese Wea.then] effort 

26 
at USN 39 had. been expressed by AFSA prior to Nov.ember 1951, ihe 
effo='t was eventually ·~oncentrated at Johnson and Sea11l under l'le 

l 
26 .. T«X:1.DIRA.FSA to USA 38l> Cite: ARL49188, 18 Oct 1951. s.l 171. 

* The responsibility for operation of the ELINT effort had nl been 
delegated to USAFSS at the time the letter was written. I 

~~* This action represented the beginning 0£ the SSO Service to1 ~ADF 
as well as the beginning ot Mainland TACOMINT service, which later 
became known as "Bittersweet"• · I 
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operational control 0£ the q92oth Groupo ASAPAC was scheduled to 

- 27 • 
be phased out of its Chinese Weather commitments o This .consolida-

tion of effort and control resulted, in pa.rt, fran previou,s experience 
l 

and agreements.*. However, it was .the immediate result ot .the 2s 

Gr. Chine-se Weath~r- mtormation; part!cuiari.y-·on 
25

x
3 

This act, on the part of the Chinese Comm~;J.stsi efr;ct,iv-.e1l:Y.d~fil.ed/ 

analysis personnel certain. 25x3 nat~af'J o;;i~g 
25x3 F- l-
Ear1y Weather Consolidation Negotiations~ -·By .e~rly •November/ 

1951, AFSA an:l USAFSS had agreed to concentra ~: -flld Chinese Weather 

effort ·at the Group, send a team of AFSA W~a:f~; personnel to the 

Far East to augment the Group p~essing'capabili ty and increase 
.. __ / / / . 28 " 

USAFSS coverage of the Cb:4i~se Weather pfctureo The Gl"pl,lp readily 

agreed to the. plan an<;!- ad~anced, 'the _following suggestions; relative 
_..- _.- _. . I. ; 

to conducting the- ~eration,s:29 / / _. - · I ! _ i ,,. 
.-- / - "' l t i 

· is/ to be 'the pro,2.er time for solving I this 
25x3 · .- p2sx31section Lof the collective btoad-

cas s is repeating or he third time. Other sections,; 
ha.vtiig fewer stations, are on ~heir second repeat. F?t f 
cribbing materialsi suggest coverage of following cases 1 , r = . mo"----:,~~ "·• . -.......... ·~rr 

270 TWX, 1st RSM to CG, USAFSS, Cite: TS .327" 26 Oct l95iJ s.do 1720 
. - I 

280 'rNX, CG, USAFSS to CO, lst RSM, Cite: QCD-1-SZ $2, 9 Nov 1951o 
s.d. 1730 I · 

290 TWX 9 lst RSM to CGll 1JSAFSS 11 Cite:· TS 667, 21_Nov19d. s.do 174. . - I -
* Seo !,nfluence of Weather Problem, Chapter III, this Stiy. 
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' 30 At the same time 1 the Group stated: 

25x3 
1./ 

I· 

However, the proposed operations plan was modified s'omew~t by AFSA 

prior to its iinplementation. On 29 November AFSA wil'.E!d the 03'.oup as· 

follows :31 
,' 

25x3 

Further, on 2 December, AFSA requested that me 2¥-hour posUi~ be 

made available at USA 38 for cover of I 25x3 lin order to prionde 
,· ' i 

operational traffic for the Wea.ther Team., At the same time 1 'that 

agency stated that ij 25x3 t~ould be dropped at USN 39 1 ~ut Jh\a. t 
. 11 

30a ~· s.d. 1740 

31. 'fNX, DIRAFSA to 1st RSM, Cite: ARL 573251 29 Nov 1951 .. 175. 
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USA.38 would have to teletype the traffic .from the case back to 

AFSA.
32 

,/'P. L. 86-36 
EO 3.3b(3) 

.· -:: .. ·· l 
Group Assll:"'es PrOd.uction Control of Joint Bf.fort. ..cpncurrently~ 

the Group assumed control of the project and integra~d the AFSA 

Team and USAFSS capability)3 By 6 December, .th~:G~p had established 

operations ·and had begun processing BGA ~d KHQ broadcasts. Although 

complete coverage of the ACP broadcas·~ w~s being transmiitwd from 

Kiyose, it was of an undetermit:leifqualityo Hence, a 24-hour coverage 

o~ the broadcast """ ~~ 8.".11sA3a. 34 
Nevertheless, b1[ l.'l Decemb<i(' 

it was apparent tha~_ -ln~~·:r,ference at USA 38 was hampering! the inter- _ 

ception o4 __ 2sx3 I Further~ difficulties were being jejerience~ 
with the :;cindline facilities to Kiyose 0 Sine~ the recoverr Of I 25x3 I I 

I 2sx3 He.pended on goo::l copy11 the Group recommended the fo'.l!lowing 
· -r 35 . 1 I 
intercept procedures : · I J 

One, 24-hour coverage of the net at Station 39 and t:~ 
electrical transmission of the raw traffic to CSA .38, 
or, two* USN 39 cover the net from 2100 to 0900 and I 
USA 380 1· 

Moreover, before the end of December 1951, the requ~l".ements of 

the Tokyo Weather <;antral £or weather reports_ from the ~ area 

32., TNX,p D~SA to CO, USAFSS, Cite: ARL 57934 1 2 Dec.·l~klo sod-. 176. 
. 11 

33. TWX, 6920th SG to ff:i., t5AFSS, Cite: TS 8.51, 3 Dec 19510 sod• l77o 
- - I 

,;4. TWX, 6920th SG to DIRAFSA, Cite: TS 9111 6 Dec 1951.i s.do 178. 
I 

• I 

35. 'l\'IX1 6920th $0 to CG, U$AFSS, Cite: TS.006 1 13 Dec :i.9.51. s.do 1790 

* Night reception at USA 38 was e:icellent. 
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had caused. the Group to expand its weather collection and pro

duction efforts to include that phase of the Chinese Weather pro-

blemo This information was forwarded to AFSA on 28 December. Also, ~'P.L. 86-36 
···:.;/ EO 3 .. 3b ( 3) 

the Group suggested that AFSA assist the effort by working ahe9-d:.c:>t:: 

the' L __ s_ .. _· _________ 2_sx_3---------.-"!"' .. ---.-.!""' . ..-. f i~ .·send 

Then t~e. Gi~up }r6lild pro-the Group the write-up sheets prepared. 

cess all traffic frorn that an:ia, thus all°"i..rig AFS.A. to devote its 
L .·· . 

entire time tl 25x3 I ~~ .to. increC\Se 

the I · '25x3 ' J6 
USAFSS Presses for Further Control of Weather Effort. By the 

. ' * . 
end of. December 1951, an early SWI production concept had been proven 

.fallacious and had been rectified somewhat by events.. The success 

1' of the newly developed and partially implemented concept was s:uch 

that Headquart.ers, USAFSS, early in January 1952, requested a \rleview 

of the current AFSA-USAFSS dl,vision of effort on the Special tlther 
program. This request was placed in a letter to the DIRAFSA onl 

37 9 J.anuary 1952, which stated: 

••• currently~ the division of effort I. 
Tis made on the basis that each agency proc~ss 

cn:r:rerent types of 1''eather reports. As a pra.ctical m~ttei1' 

J6. 'I'rVX_. 6920th SO to D:l'.RAFSA.11 Cite: TS 284, 28 Dec 1951. s.b. 180. 
I 

37. Ltr. p Hq, OSAFSS to DIRAFSA_, Subj: Di vision of Responsibif.flities 
in Connection with Special Weather Intelligence 1 9 Jan 1952. 
s.d. 181. - I 

I 
~ Theater processing at.one location and hemispheric processing 

at another. I l 
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it has been impossible to make a clear cut division oh this 
basis, and, as a consequence, there is. and will continue to 
be unnecessary duplication o! eff'ort between A.FSA FWPtJls and 
USAF Security Service units in the fie-ld • 

• • • • The division or responsibility along f'unctional lines 
as indicated above* would be cOlllpatible with the respective 
missions o! AFSA and USAF Security Service ••• and will 
paherall.el the di:vision or responsibilities now existentTrr 

production of' other types of combat intelligence. 
. 38 

On 14 February 1952, D'SA replied as follows: 

..... It is i'ully realized that the Air Force has a major 
interest in the Special Weather Problem.**' The planned relo
cation of FWPU (Pacific) to USAFSS Group Headquarters at F\lchu, 
Japan .... and the prep9nderance of Air Force personnel in 
the FWPU Tables of Distribution all indicate recogni:tion of. 
the vital importance of providing full liaison with, and 
support 0£, the major Special Weather Intelligence consumer • 

• • • • The -~stablishment o! the FWPU 1s under the op~~ational 
I. 

control, and with the technical support, provided byi a joint 
agency such as AFSA, has resulted in reducing the danger of 
service duplication in the Special Weather fieldo ~~ reloca
tion of FWPU (Pacific). o • should tend to minimize ithis 
danger even further~ 

. \ \I 
1st Ind {Ltr Hq USA.FSS to DIRAFSA1 Subj: Division of! Responsi-
bilities in Connection with Special Weather Intellig~pce, 9 Jan 
19.52) DIRAFSA to CO, USAFSS, 14 Feb 1952, Serial OOOJ8o s.,d., 182., 

· · · 11 · 

The functional division or responsibilities recommend.ea generally 
envisioned AFSA as a Central Weather Research agency kb:i USA.FSS 
as'the SWI collection·and production agencyo 

** USAFSS :tad :1nolosed a letter from the D/I, USAF 1 whicp charged 
USAFSS with the responsibility of providing AWS with ~WI required 
for Air Forqe operations.. · / 
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Then» AFSA suggested that further consideration of the USAFSS pro

posal be deferred until a later dateo 

179 

FUNCTION.AL OPERATION OF ~'ORT .. 
As tor the8roble111' byearIY October.]§$i~ the ......... e ..... f ... r ... o ..... r .. ts of ~';u .. ~?~; \. ~~~ ~~ 

AFSA to produce the Chinese Communist Air picti.ire at short inte~~/· 

had .fallen short of the original objective, primarily because 1or / 
.· . . 

inadequate communications facilitieso In addition, ~he.~suf~aicient / 
Chinese translati_ng capability w2s severely reta~~g tield,·e~loi~-

* .. ..· ,.· .i . ! 
tion of collected data. . In contrast, the .Chi.Com Air pafti.cip,attion 

.. - .. / .' 

in the conflict was known to be increas~go ** Hencej/AF~A proposed 
// •• /. t ! ./ 

a uniform~ abbreviated manner of.exchanging info:tn,lation. and dep~ts 

( among AFSA, ASA?AC and the .l~t RSM~ The abbrev!a ted/ form was !the 
,,........ . .... / ......... t/: 

same as employed b~.9S'A in IBM logs. In e~senc7; the propos7u.j would 

increase the Bl.ctures prepared by th7/f'ielf agencies (Aj1'~9 
and ls t RSM) JI but would r-eserve the c~llipletE!/timely picture,/ for-\ AFSA 

39 . / / i I 1 
prod.uction. Subsequently, AFSA indicated that it might fumii.?h 

. ./ . / ' 11 
USAFSS a li.mited number ot train.ed Chinese linguists to a~sist1 in 

. . i 

field exploitation of the8~oble'.11~Lo \ 

39. 'IWX, DIRAFSA to CG$ USAFSS:>· Cite: AHL 50172.l' 22 Qzt. 195lo 
s.d. 1830 · 

40., TWX,$ CG, USAFSS tc CO, ls t RSM,, Cite ~ ODC 95 655',$ 2 6 0c t 19,$1., 
Sodo 1840 / . I 

* See I~nuence or¥ froblem, Chapter III, thi~ Study. 

I 

ff See Influence of Tactical Re uirements on 2sx3 roblem Chapter 
llI, s tudy. 

TOP SECRET EIDER- 95 

No Objection To Declassification in Part 2013/11/19: MDR-USAF-MDR-62597-1-2 



No Objection To Declassification in Part 2013/11/19: MDR-USAF-MDR-62597-1-2 ooc-io":·--37 37095---···-- ... --·· . . ..... ·--·-·-··- . . .. . .. . . ...... ·········-·-····· . . . .... . 

180 
TOP SECRET EIDER 

lst HSJl ChaUen~es Production Concept. Meanwhile, the urgency 

of theater requirements for timely Chinese Air informs ti.on and recep

tion characteristics at intercept sites* had forced the 1st RSM to 

request authority 11 to control all Chinese Air coverage bo,th as. to 

case and loeation11 and authority to concentrate "nine 'positions on 

Chinese Air coverage. hl C~ncurrently9 the 5th Air Force placed ~n 
urgent requirement f'or the fastest possible service on ChiCom Air 

activity in Korea and critical border areas. Therefore, the RSll 

adopted the following procedures to meet the :requirement. 42 

The Ashiya unit was illlStructed to forward its traffic to 
Johnson every half-hour for •around the cloc~ proces~ing. 
Spot items resulting from the processing we re forwarded to 
5th Air Force by oP message.*"' 

The RSM established an additional position at Detachment 13 .. 
L'This position was physically located in Hq 5th AF, adjacent 
to offices of CG, A-2, AFSSLMO and the J0£7o The pol'!ition 
was manned by operators from Johnson who were capable of 
decrypting the stereotyped messages irivolvedo. Th~ pQ$1t1on. 
covered I 2sx3 Jand·conc·ent:rated offboider air tiM.ds. 

I 1 

n 
11 · . 

blo '.l'WX~ CG" USAFSS to DIRAFSA~ C:!,te: OCD-1 SZ 410, .31 OCt 1951. 
sod. 1850 I I 

• . I j 

P. L. 86-36 
EO 3.3b(3) 

I 1 . 
b2 o TWX, ls t RSM to Iq, USAFSS, Cite: TS .391, Jl Oct 19510 s. d. 186. 

. . I 
* Fair coverage could be obtained at Ashiy-a and Niigatu However, 

Niiga ta was a test site and did not have the necessa.rY trans
mission facilitieso Thus, the site coverage and repor~ing plans 
advanced by AFSA were not in consonance with field c°fjitions. 

** This procedure placed reports in Hq 5th Air Force one I ~our after 
interception, but it was not deemed fast enoug}?. to s a'fisfy the 
tactical :requirement. Further, inadequate communicatibns bet'l1een 
Ashiy-a and Johnson ha.mpe~,d the effort. However, thi~ j effort was 
credited w.f.th the success of the so-called 11 TU Turkey!Shoot" of 
November i95lo See Section on TACOMINT Service in Kor~a. 
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This position concentrated on me~sages announcing MIG .flights 

into Korea which were usually transmitted at the approximate time of 

take-off. No advance notice was given.· Thus, the service had to be 

timely enough to permit the 5th Air Force to take counter action, a 

procedure not possible under the Ashiya-Johnson-5 th Air Fore~ opera

tions. 43 The position at 5th 'Air Foree began operations at 20001 

November 19510 On the mo:n1ing of the 3rd, it intercepted take~off 

i.."lS tructions for 20 MIGS from An tung. Four minutes . later the informa

tion was in the hands of the AFSSLNO, Headquarters, Sth Air Force, 44 

a service that.compared favorably with Team I voice exploitations. 

Group ·Proposes CentralizedG~~}>peratfon:· ···n~:~~v:r~.m-6'.·Novemb~;~ .~~L3. ~~~F 
in ~viewing the implementation fact<>,~ .of: the AFSA proposal fbr a uni-

form, abbreviated' 25x3 ld!.ta·_~change procedure, the Group took strong 
11 

exception to the decentralized effect of the proposed procedurj!>s on 
j I 

thee. ter processing and reporting. At the same time j the Group I : 
I: 

requested that any change affecting the Chinese Air problem belfon-

sidered in the light -of tactical requirements and be coordinatkid 
. . ! I 

with tac ti:::al organizations.* In addition, the ls t P.sM immediately 
. ! 

i 
procured crypt-0 equipment for the Niiga ta Team to satisfy FE.AF i 

I 

. I 

TWX, lst RSM to CG0 USAFSS, Cite' 15 423, 2 Nov 1951, •·11 187, 

TWX~- Det 13~ 1st RSM, to CG~ U'3AFSS, Cite~ CS 116, 3 Nov i9.51. 
s.d. 188. ! 

* See• Innu~-~~ Tactical Requirements&. Chapter III:; this \S(udy .. 

HQS USAFSS TSC :·l1 f S-09525 

Copy l ·~··········o '.'. 
. Qr" 
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requirements fur spot reports on ChiCom Air activity. Further, the 

B5M recommer.ded Niiga ta as a superior reception site for Chinese and 

Russian traffic of a tactical nature,* .and hence a major Detachment 

site. 45 

At that times ASAPAC was also supplying FF.AF a:nd 5th Air Force 

ChiCom Air Informationo Actually1 the SSO, 5th Air Force, was 

receiving translations of ASAPAC Chinese Air intercept and ChiCom 

Air messages obtained fran Detachment l) by ASAPAC advance. This 

material was then relayed through the SSO, GHQ, FEC channels to 

FEAF. However, on 8 NO"'rember, the sso, FEAF, in.formed the 6920th 

Group that the 550, GHQ was no longer capable of passing· the informa-
. . 46 

tion and desired the Air Force to supply ns own channel.· At the 

same time, the Deputy for Intelligence, FEAF, queried the: Grcup con-
; ! 

earning its eapability to process all Chinese Air message~ and to 
., Ii 

pass them electrically to 5th Air force in translated fo~;, item by 
I i 

i tern. FEAF also wanted to know what the tima lag would ~I between , I 
intercept and receipt by. 5th Air Force. 

Hence, en 10 November, the Group replied as follows 

que:ry:47 

·1 

r the FEAF 

45. 'l.WX,, lst RSM to Hq, USAFSS, Cite: TS 437 1 4 Nov l95{j s.d. 189 .. 

46. ls t RSM to CG; USAFSS, 
. 11 

T'NX) Cite: TS 568_, 13 Nov 1951. o s.d. 1900 

47. Ibid. 

* N!igata was l.F.ter developed when the Group failed to J>rOcure the 
necessary timely communications facilities for tra.nsmitsion or 
Ashiya intercept to central processing. Thus, circum~tance again 
modified control and production directives from the zbAe or 
Interior o I / 
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Not presentlJr capable of item by item translation service on 
all Chinese Air msgs because of insufficient processing 
personnel and '.lack of comm equip. 

a •• In lieu thereof:> can provide all into point to point and . 
local aeft movement from 1st and 15th RADRONMO intercept in 
diariied form, including type and nr acft'f'rom where to 
where and mission when stated, on a twice daily basis. 
In addition, can provide all messages of unusual pature 
or significance in full text with appropriate comments and 
analogies on in:mediate basis as well as end results of inter
cept relative to ferret flts • 

• • • We are currently ·providing 5th AF with Chinese AOB 
and 4 minute {after intercept) spot service on acft take
off from Antung and TA Tung Kou for combato We are also 
providing 5th AF with .flt activity by ai'lds and types.of' 
acft, and route utilization for all routes by totals of 
acft and by t.otals of transports only,, Cl'l a monthly basis., 

••• It is believed that pral.'1.sion of info mentioned in 
para 2 above will provide 5th AF with rnost of the intel
ligence presently extracted fran ASA:PAC spot Chinese Air 
msgs currently received thru FEC SSO channelso Items men
tioned in para 2 will be placed on wire distribution to 5th 
AF, effective today /J.O Nov 195'_!7. o • • , , 

o •• Our present capabilities Chinese Air production ~t 
Gp expected to be expanded in very near future, since add 
personnel this speciality expected to arrive this thea tar I '. 
soonest and intercept coverage just expanded to assure , : 

:::tr;;::~::g:ittated ,- SuOSequentfy (i2 N~~~b;,~)11 ..... . 
- ......... Ii 

the sso, GHQ informed the SSOs FEAF, that·ASAPAC would t?'1ins£er i"r~ 

entire' 2sx3 l"C'l!pabili ty to Korea on lJ November. 'il.'he AS.JAc 

unit ,.,ould perf·or.m 24~hour operations to provide SS07 EUSAK 'With 

item by i tern translations for relay to sso ,i 5th Air Fo:rce ~ commerlcing 

16 Nov0mber. Tne 50lst (ASAPAC Advance) wou1d radio all transla~+ns 
on these nets to ASAf'AC for transm;_ssion to SSO, GHQ, who would r1e~a.y 

~ 1 j _ . 
~t 
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48 . . 
them to the SSO, FEAF. . The above information was passed on to 

Headquarters, USAFSS, on 13 November, by the Group, with the :f.'ollow-

ing statement~ 
49 j. 

It· is tel t that the 6920th Scty Op should assume respensi
bility tor air coverage service .to 5th Air Force, including 
provision of translations of ChiCom Air msgs required by 
5th Air Force., 

However, the following day, the units in Korea whi~h were oon"'!' 

cerned with the ChiCom Air problem (SOlst, 60th Signal and Detachment 

13) modil'ied the ASAPAC plan somewhat.. At that time, it was decided 

to propose to ASAPAC that its a~apabilitjFfn .. Kor~~~~j.;;tegrate~l''"~; ~j. ~~~~f 
with the one USAFSS position co·veringl 25x3 I· ·This joint effort . 

wou'ld be located at Headquarters, 5th Air Force,. Therei'orep Sth Air 
; ' 

Force would receive the timely service required. Detachment 13 would 
I, 
'. 

mdio all translations to Group for relay to ASAPAC and FF.#'o The 
. : 
I 

raw traffic would be couriered to the 50lst f'or passage 
*50 

to' !ASAPAC 

l 1 

!l 
and AFSA. 

48. ~· 

49 .. ~ .. 

50o TWX.I! 6920th SG to CG USAFSS,p Cite: TS 586,-14Nov195]., 

* This joint procedure was implemented in November 1951 ]d 
· tinued operations until l February 1952. 
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AFSA Concur5 with Consolidation Trend. The -DIRAFSA tacitly indica

ted ~ desire to. see the G~oblem concentrated at one site in the Far 

F.ast~ preferably under the contr9l of the Group.51- The information . 

was passed on to the Group personnel_, Who informally discussed :the idea 

with ASAPAC personnel on ~1 November. As a result of the conference, 

the Group informed USAFSS that such an act" ~ould increase Group pro

cessing immeasurably and e~iminate current ~-necessary duplication, 

therEby resulting in a much better service to coriswners o Further, the 

Group pointed out that no housing or equipment probleni existed, ,and 
I ' . 

stated;. "present AFSS intercept coverage believed adequat-e and pre-

sentjl 2sx3 llcov.:~:r-age at ASAPAC stations could be phased out.~5'2 Th.ere-
.. ··.. .. . ·53 

fore, on 23 November:> USAFSS sent DIRAFSA the following message~ 
·-- ... _ .... 

It is requested that you apprOa.c~ ca; ASA, ?!.:!.. th the sug-
rgestion that ASAPAC personnel now processing .Chines~ Com- , 

munist Air traffic in Japan be temporarily moved to t;·he··· . .. 
First RADRONMO where they will remain until the USAFSS ; . ····· ... · = a!r:~: ~t,f lll~E:a:ill}Ac' 0~0 'b;;:;:d lf .. . 

I 
On 30 October, the DI RAFSA replied tha. t the USAFSS prop.osil\ was 

being discussed with ASA, but that agreement hinged on implemenlta-

tion of the following arrangements: 54 

51. 

52. 

53. 

54. 

TllX~ 

~vx, 

TWX, 

TWX: 

CG, USAFSS to 1st ffiM, Cite: 

ls t RSM to CG» USAFSSI! Cite: 

CG, USAFSS to DIRAFSA, Cite: 

DIRA.FSA to CG~ USAFSS, Cite~ 

ODC 96142, 16 Nov 1951. r f d • 192 • 

TS 676, 21 Nov 1951. s.aP 193. 
I ooc sz 862~ 23 rfot..- 1951. I s.d. 194. 
I 

f i 
ARL 5741L$ 30 Nov 1951. s d 195. J. -

.90 ·u 
,JOP . SECRET . EIDER 
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AFSS to forward by teletype all its ilitercept from Ashiya to 
Johnson (Group) and AFSA. AFSS to f'ornard by teletype from 
Johnson to AFSA the results of exploitation at Jolmson9 such 
results to include spot translations or significant flights 
and other infonnation .. 

At the same time AFSA stated that the consollda tion or t~ 2sx3 

p~oeessing effort would not require the~tratt-ic to :be ·rorwa. ra..-.·.·.· .. e..a.:.f!P. L. 86-36 
· ~ ·//',EO 3.3b(3) 

by teletype to AFSA until a suitable abbreviated format could/b!./•/ ; 
/ ,/ :• :' ! 

adopted. USAFSS generally concurred with the counter PJ;'.c:1Posa1··~1~ 

by AFSA, but took exception to the requirement imp.:J.±-ed. in the/ab• 

breviated format suggestion. In other words~/OSAFSS SeiW ·no.'need tor· 
.......... * .... / ./ .i· . 

rushing raw material back to AFSA since_ the experts/ would bei in 

the ~r East. 5.5 Nevertheless, AF~A"p;~osed to c~rry ~t tqe

1 

ori

ginal abbreviatedf . s;5x3 l~hange sugg~sUon, a:'~de 
1

prior to · 

the consolidation proposal, until a be~t,.r neans ?r. exche;rtging EJ25x3 

data wes found.S6 Therefore, AFSA developed a format t~ li>e emp 

as a daily report o St and USA,Fss inst?"Uc~d the Group 
25x3 

56 .. 

., 
, :'/ . :/ : I 

'.lWX, CG USAFSS to COD 6920th SG, Cite;: ODC-SZ 060, 4 :tlec 19510 
s.d. 196. . . i I 1 

TWX.I) DIRAFSA to ASAPAC, Cite: A.RL" 61292, 21 rlec 1951L I s.d. 197. · -- / : I i 
TWX, DIRAFSA to CG, US.AFSS ll Cite: AHL 602"ll!, 14 Dec D.951 .. 
s.d .. 198. • i I 

55. 

57. 

* ~agreed to send ~:r,ty/Of its experi to Johrul11 ••sis't 

** AFSA had been assigned the responsibility for technicp~ support of 
the ChiCom Air effort in October 1952, thus becoming the ZI pro-
cessing agency for j2sx31. traffic o · 

TOP · SEGRET EIDER 
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tp start the report, priority precedence as soon as possible.58 

ASAPAC Proposal Rejected. While the, ne.gotia tions for Consolida

tion of the l 2s;3 ~c tiviiy was underway;-ASAPAC-proposed th~--~~~olid~

tion of the Cho unit (USAFSS South Korean Unit) with the Kim Unit (ASA 

South. Korean Unit) under the control of ASAPAC. In turn, ASAPAC 

1'1ould guarantee any Korean Communist Morse coverage required. DIRAFSA 

concurred with the proposal,_ except in so far as it might affect· 

direct targets, e.g.,, Korean Ccm.l!lunist GCI, for coverage of whic~ a 

small team of the Cho unit would remain at Detachment i.3.>9 How~ver, 
when ini'ormed of the proposal, the 6920th Group wired USAFSS as 

(J) 
follOlVS~ 

At the time of the discussion with ASAPAC it was believed 
Captain Cho ROK unit primarily concerned with North Korean: . 
military nets. Have personally visited unit and find them i , 
now concentrating almost entirely on Korean Air. Consider'.· 
Cho unit essential to Air COMINT effort in view •')f indica- I : 
ticns of North Korean Air buildup •. ~ther~ strong J?er- j 1 
sonal antagonism between Cho and KJ.:m indicates Cho will 1: 
not work for or with Kim. Believe there should be no change; 
in Cho unit. . . 'I I 

Headquart~rs,~ USAFSS concurred with the Grouo and informed ~FSA on . · 11 
28 December that such contemplated action would jeopardize maximtun 

61 . 11 
E!ffic:'..ency at a critical time. Thus, the fu."lctional practice 1h11d 

begun to replace the ar-tii'icial ~oncepts of production in the til~~ter 
of operations. by 1952. \ 

58. TWX, 

59. T'llX!! 

6o. Tl'iX, 

61. TWX!! 

CG, USAFSS t~ DIRAFSA, C1 te: OAD-SZ-Jll, 17 Dec l 9Sl • rtd • 199° 

DIRAFSA to CG, USAFSS, Cite: PRL 61315, 21 Dec 1951. s.a. 200. 

6920th SG to CG, USAFSS, Cite~ TS 217,, 25 Dec 1951. sl.h. 201. 

CG,.USAFSS to DIR.A.FSA, Cite~ CAD SZ-504,.28 Dec 1951. lld. 202. 
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25x3 protip O}?e~tlons: u The G;o~pmOperations OffiCer,.11pon re~~:~~L3. ~:~;~ 
from Headquarters, t.JSAF.SSJ on 18 December 195+,.,.adeq:;;~ surmnarizeb 

the status (operational) of the[~]!frobl~~and the conc'l:usions (opera- ·1 

tional) prevalent by the end of Deeember 19$1.. At that ti;me, the 

Op~rations Officer stated that the core of the problem was: the timely 

exploitation of aircraft movements ani related messages; which re

sulted in some duplication of :intercepts by CW positions.* In rell-, 

tion to the Ch.inese voice problem, the Group viewed the v~ice activity . . . 

as largely an unknown quantity 11 al though some Chinese- vo:ic:e had been 

intercepted and tentatively exploited. As for the production prec-

62 tices, the officer wrote: 

The ChiCom problem illustrates the merits of the AFSS: con
cept of centralized overseas processing. This affects 
maximum economy of eri tical skills, and is essential 1in 
deriving maximum benefit from the "interrelationships; !With 
all other analysis.9 and (as -soon as the concept of Gr,oup 
intercept control is fully implemented) will pend t !lliost 
et.ficient, responsive intercept controlo Only when ;c;om
mand communications are unable to meet time requirements 
is 1 t considered desirable to detach a portion of trie! pro
cessing from the center... This was done in the case ~1'.f' 
the taree~an team set up at Headquarters, 5th Air jrce .... 
• o .. The 6920th Group (and subordinate or attache~ lumts) 
is now meeting the requirements of FEAF and 5th Air Force 

I I 
on a timely basis 0 The addition to cc processing 01 recently 

lat I!ld (Ltr., I;i, USJ\FSS to co, 6920th so, Subj' clLication 
of Various Comint Problems, 23 Nov 1951) Hq, 6920th 'sb to CO, 
USAFSS~ 18 Dec 19$1. .s.d. 203. . 

I 

* At that time the Group had 12 CW positions assigned to eightr;;:;-u 
cases and ChiCom Air search. 
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arrived personnel has made it possible to process ap pert;i
nent interc;ept on a curren.t basis around the elo.::k." Botr~ 
FE.AF and 5th Air Force have expressed satisfaction with the 
service being provided. The capabilities stated above are 
being achieved on an emergency basis calling for maximum 
hours and effort by all processing personnel (average: over 
60 hours each week); • • • 

In general, the AFSA language Team, lent to the 6920th Gro).lp early 

in January 1952 1 supported the conclusions (operational) advanci'd by 

the Group in December 1951.. Early in February ·19528 this Team:P in. 

its second progress report to AFSA 02, emphasized the prime reSP()ll~;'.:"'.. 

bility of AFSA to the units engaged in th 25x.3 .rrort"a~ "the g~ck . s . ~ 

and steady flo~ of backup information to those uni ts 0 11 The 7'¢am / 

also stated that it and the 6920th Group had developed a prq~-e~~ing ,/ 

capability whereby all messages received by the Group fro~ int~~ep,t/ 
( ./ : i / 
·., locations could be translated and issued electrica.Hy in eonci$~ .t"onn 

. ....... ii..--

to .AF'SA and other consumers.. The actual impl..em~~tation of the Ji cti-

vity awaited only the establishment of adeq~te communicatioµ~\ lystemse 
. .• .o i I 

The Team further reported that tra11ster of the ASAPA~pattlity 

to tr..e Group could be e.ffected with the establishment of necessary 
11 

communications. It also ;-tated that such a consolidation should 

easily handle the E!]:P;:blem. 

63 o Report., AFSA Iangua ge Team to Chief', AFSA 02, Subj ~ 
Team.Biweekly Report No .. 2a 8 Feo 1952. s.d .. 204. 

* This stateme 

AFSA t&1l"gi 

• 
25x3 
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out of the ChiCom Air effort in the Far Fast, the _.control of the J;int 
1

' 

effort at Headquarters, 5th Air Force, :was assume'd by Group cm 1 Feb- i 

ruary 19520 By that date, the majority of the AS.Al'AC per,s·onnel had 
64 

already been replaced by USAFSS personnel.;. However/ the transfer 6f ; 

the Headquarters, ASAPAC ChiCom Air effort to Gro'1P \Vas pending. 

Although the mechanics of the transfer had be~ri ~orked out sftisfaq'torJly, 

the SSO, G~, was withholding his concurr~ce, pending assur~nce that 

his office would receive the same service, time..:wise, as c;mrrently 

provided by ASAPAC. This meant that.the Group would ha~e: ·top roVide 
• • /. / r j : 

the SSO, GHQ and AFSA with coi:>.ie~ of all translations,f · 25x3 f etc.* 

Tt also required concurren,ce.·on the part of General BW~~l, 6S DC/S 
• . . I 

Intelligence, Headquarters, FEAF. The problem was solved and the res~ .·· . .·· . I . 
ponsibility fo ~-~,.overage, processing and reporting, was trans- . 

-~. · . / II 
ferred to ·the 6929th Group on 10 March 1952. Simultaneously, the 

AS.Al'AC (Headquarters) personnel engaged 1niSWx; '1'~ctivity JJre trans-

66 
ferred (attached) to the Group. · 

(:4. Ltr., Hq 6920th SG to CG, USAFS.S, Subj: · Semimonthli 'Progress 
Report Number 10, 11 Feb 1952. s. d. 205 • I 

65. Ltr., Hq 6920th SG to CO!' USAFSS, Subj: Semimonthly Progress : 
Report Number 9, 27 Jan 1952. s.d. 206. I I 

66. Ltr. :> Hq 6920th SO to CG, USAFSS, Subj: Semimonthly Progress i 

Report Number 12, llMarch 1952. s~d. 207. I i 

* This fact also posed a problem, communications-wise •. rI'he li~: 
recipients did not hold a common crypto system so tha1 these 25x3 
end products could be passed simultaneously by Group., The pro em 
was resolved at Group by encrypting these products inltwo systems. 

. I 
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CIDSE SUPPORT OPE.RATIONS AND DEVELOPMENT PROBLEMS 

On-the-spot exploitation continued to be the primary obje:c;tive of 

' the USAFSS TACOMINT effort in the Far Fast throughout the wint:a'.r of 

1951-52. Therefore, the NKAF problem and, to some extent, the• 'FO:issian 

and Chinese GCI problems were dealt with on a timely basis in Xorea. 

Some guidance and support were supplied from Japan. However, ·the Ferret 

coverage phase of the TACOMINT program, as well as the rapidly :develop-

:ing VHF problem, was somewhat of a joint effort. This, they cut across 

boundary lines; both geographical and political. 

TACOMINT Service in Korea.. As previously stated, USAFSS P,fid 

one Detachment (Headquerters and 2 Tea.ms) in operations in Korea when 
'I 

I 

the Group assumed command.. These units were under the operati;o;nal con-
1, 

trol of the AFSSLNO, 5th Air Force and the'ir service had alrea~lY proven 
. I 

•aluable in conducting Air Operations • This T ACOM INT (' Y" Se f ce) capa-

bility was augmented by establishing a one~osi ti<» capabilit~ tt 
Headquarters, 5th Air Force, ai 2 November 1951. * It was further 

' 11 
enlarged by Team III five days after Group assumed command.** ! !At that 

time (10 November 1951) ~ Team III began monitoring the HF band. ~or 
Air/Air, Air/Ground and Ground/Air voice t-ssions. Becaj~ .or the 

linguist abilities of members of Team III, the Team was allowed! to 

11 _ 

* See Joint8-Ef:f'ort:t-this ChSpter~ -rn--·· 

** S~e Development of Team III9 Chapter III, this study. 

1. ..-~ ............ I'.:': i. Copies 
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monitor any suspected Air Vcee transmissiol'ls which could "Qe under

stood by its members. This decision later proved prudent because a 

de!inite :!,.nterrelationship among the Russian, Chinese and North 

Korean GCI nets was established. 

As the proficiency of Team III increased, the Team .,~s also 

allowed to attempt c;:orrela.tion of itS information and prepare wr:i tten 

reports. Operational control of this Team was exercised by the OIC of 

Team II. 67 It consisted of the following procedures: 

Guiding intercept by .frequencies to prevent monitoring· 
o:r frequencies previously identil'ied as Army Ground nets. /T'~se 
nets were vie:wed as non-essential to the TACWINT erfort,T . 
Requiring Fnglish translations Of all voice transmissions 
and ·the listing of frequencies and times. 11 

'rhis effort o:f Team III also aided in pegging the North ifrean Voi'ce 

GCI net., Early in November, analysis o.f R/T traffic reijled the 

existence of such a net. By 2.3 November, analysis of ttjlffic from 

the net had tentatively located the voice net in the AnJJig-Sinuiju 

6a . 1
1 

.area. ·I I 
I . 

During late November, analysis of the traf'f'ic from ~e NK GCI net 
I 

revealed that the net extended into Korea and controlled rG aircraft 

in oombat. There were two controllers. One was located at Uiju air-
. 11 69· 

.field while the other was located at a·n unidentitied fie!l.d.. The 
· 11 

67. TWX, 6920th SG to DIRAFSA, Cite: TS 857, 3 Dec 1951!. s .d. 208. 
. I 

68. '!WX, 6920th SG to Hq, USAFSS, Cite:TS 722, 23 Nov 1951. s.d. 209. . ' u 
69. TWX, 6920th SO to CG, USAFSS » Cite :TS 780, 26 Nov 1951. s.d. 210. 

. I 
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North Korean GCI net, by 14 December, hed been developed to the 
I ' . * . 

exten.t that plans were begun for c allocation of Team I and, Te:am 

III.. They were to be located on Radar Hill near Kimpo and wer:e 

scheduled to tactically exploit the NK GCI net.
7° Further, by 

late December, Team II had discovered what appeared to be a Chinese 

Voice GCI Training net, which was opera ting in Manchur.1.a,, 
71 

and 

Team III had encountered some Chinese voice on the Korean langpage 

GCI net as well as some other Chinese voice ten~ti vely identH'ied 

as Air-to-Air communications. 

In relation to the processing {production) effort, the NK:Com-
, ; I 

mtmications continued to be exploited at Detachment 13. This! ex-
1 I I . 

ploitation was generally limited to C/W transmissions until the dis-
. . ! 1 

c overy and development of the NK OC I language net.. Al though rte 
C/W effort of the Cho unit did not provide a volume of ta.ctic~l 

. 11 

intelligence, it did supply a. considerable amount 0£ strategi1 lin- · 

formation.I> i.e., airfield data, North Korean air defense data land 

information on the status 0£ the NKAF Trai~:ing program in MandJuria. 

Furtaer, the success of this efi'ort resulted primarily from ~1 unique 

70. TWX, 6920th SG to CG, USAFSS, Cite TS 044, 14 Doc 19$1. •\Jr. 211, 

71. 1st Ind (Ltr., Hq, USAFSS to CO.s 6920th SO, Subj: Clarifj~cation 
of V~rious COMINT Problems, 2.3 Nov 1951) Hq, 6920th SG t9 CO, 
.USAFSS, 18 Dec 19$1. s.d. 203. , 

* Team I was ccncentrating on Rnssian voice. This·Team was clm
~osed of Americans. Team III was concentrating on the North 
Korean GCI net. This plan was disapproved at that time in J 

accordance with the USCIB-ISIB agreement. _. .. . ,, ,.. ,· .. ! ... :~.::: ~;~?:\~.~~~·... ·. ~r- .: ... 
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abilities of Cho and "Ras governed by tactical requirement for the 
) 

products. In essence, the necessity for utilizing FIOK- linguists 

on North Korean traffic required the traffic to be processed in 

Koreao After the discovery of the NK GCI language net ancl the 

development of Team III, sorne preliminary voice processing was 

accomplished by Team Ill. However, Group .Analysis actuallf developed 

the NK GCI 'language net from the traffic and translations supplied 
.. 

by Team III by applying the experience gained in the analniis of 

the fussian GCI net. 72 This net had been the prime· targ~t of 

Team I. 
1 · 

The TACOMINT capability continued to support thea ~l ~pera tions 

throughout the winter of 1951-52. This service also cont:rtl.buted 
. I' 

• I. • * information of developmental or strategic nature during lliis period. . I . 
In respect to ouppoTting air operations, TACCa!INT was ·~ictive in 

frustrating enemy night intercept of UN aircraft. By late December 
· · 11 . 13 

1951, this type of service had developed into the follow~g system. 
i I 

Team I would monitor the enemy ground controller. Tf.J.e enemy 
11 

controller would direct his aircraft to proceed to a specific zone 
. 11 

72. lst Ind (Ltr, Hq, USAFSS to co, 6920th so, Subj: cUrification 
of Various COMINT Problems, 23 Nov 1951) lil, 6920th $G to CO, 
USAFSS, 18 Dec 1951. s .d. 203. . I 

73. TVIX, 6920th SG to CG, US.AFSS, Cite TS 229, 25 Dec 19$1. s.d. 212. 
- • . ,C - 11 

* This type of information included data on Commllllist A!i.;r and Ground 
operational techniques and capabilities as well as daJti3. on Communist 
techniques employed to lessen the effectiVenes s of the! US TACOMINT 
effort. It also included the first and many succaedih

1
g references 

to UN Aircraft violations of the Yalu• 1River border. 11 
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to work. Various vector instru9tions would be given and when 1;.he 

enemy aircraft was in an advanU;geo~ spot, instructio.ns were given 

to the Communist aircraft to attack. Team I would then instantly 

relay a prearranged code. signal to the friendly controller. ~he 

friendly controller would immediately transmi:t this prearranged, coded 

signal an VHF frequency gualded by the B-26 crews. The code ~.l,gna:f./ 

was changed daily. This s~grial meant 11aireraft in blank zone, fighter 

a.bout to attack you, break at once." 

This system was deemed loo· per cent effective in preventi;ng loss 
': 

of B~26 aircraft to enemy night interceptors until the B-_29 raitds began 
: I 

... '! * 
in May 1952.. At that time,, TACOMINT Service at night ~.as teni!ijnated. 

. • ! I 
By that tiriie the TACOMINT service for the $th Air Foree cons.isted or . ., - , I 
Headquarters Detachment 151"" ($ llOKAF C /'H pos 1 ti,'?"~ in !Jaj or ljo 's 1mi t 

and 4 USAFSS C/W positicns); Team I on Russian/.<JCI (Two USAFS, 
1
voice 

positions) Team II on Chinese GCI c2 I 25x3 l:manned voice pMiltions) 

Team III on Trilingual GCI (2 South Korean manned voice positibns); 

2 USAFSS Yleather poai tions and 2 Voice positions at lleadqua4f • $th 

Air Force. The two voice positions at 5th Air Foree were supp!rr111g 

early warning to 5th Air Force on Communist flights into KoreaJ kllhi hich 

were reported on Navigational Air nets. The Weather posi tionsl ere 
i I 

~ Information furnished by Major Lewis D. Nixon. Major Nixonli las 
· the AFSSLNO at Hq 5th Air Force during this period. I 

I ** Detachment l3 was transferred to the 15th RSM January 19, 19$2, 
and redesignated Detachment 151. ! 

I .. · 
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supplying operational We:.?ther reports to the 30th Weather Squadron. 74 

Team I began supp~ng 5th Air Force with additional informa

tion which assisted in the destruction o! several MIG 1s duTing day

tim.e flightso Brietly, Team I equated a codeword (LODKA), which 

the Russian GCI net controller began using late in December 1951J 

with Chinese am Korean traintiig flights :in Koreao The conclusion was 

based on the fact that this codeword had never been heard en Russian 

nets and that ground stations and spotters were constantly querying 

the net controller as to who was located in blank zoneo 'The net 
I. 

'· . 
controller would reply "that is LODKAo 11 Hence, Team I concluded that 

LODKA flights were Chinese and- Korean pilots on traittlng ~ssions. - . I: -
Therefore, arrangements we:re made with the Senior TADC controller 

I! 
to vector F-86 1s on the tODKA .flight if possible. On 13 f'lecember 

. I 
the Soviet controller placed a I.ODKA.fiight in a zone nor

1

th of the 
. I I 

Sinanju-Anju area.o Team I immediately flashed the TADC tr follow-

ing pre-arranged signal: "Track 61 10 miles north of Si~nju-Anju 
i 

area, pls vector. 11 * '!be controller vectored the F-86's to the area 
i 

and they encountered 10 MIG 's with wing tanks. Four JUG •s we re . 
I 

destroyedo Another flight of F-86 1s vectored to the areaj jncountered 

i. . . . 4 8 lie 
1~. TWX, 6920th SG to CG, USAFSS, Ci'te: SG 7 3, March il9~2. s.d. 213. 

. . 11 . I . 

* "pls vector" was the signal used to identify the LODKAI p.ights. 
It was later changed to 11 Jackpot." LODKA was also cilaPged to 
VOI.OS, but quickly equatedo Information tumished by ~jor Robert 
Oo Brooks, who was assisting in improving the Korean T~COMINT 
service at that time. ; 
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25 MIG 9s and destroyed three. Isolated engagements then accoun:.ted 

for two more 'MIG 1s destroyed and two possibles. Further,, the lack 

of discipline on the par,t of the MIG pilots engaged C·onfirmed t:he 

Team 1 assumption-. 75 

Aside from the above type of support for Air Operations, 1rACOMINT 

also supplied intelligence which was employed to counteract ene:my air 

strikes or missions. In r_espect. to this type of support, the Mainland 

(Japan) TACOMINT effort also supPorted tactic.al air uni ts. One of 

the ootstanding examples of tactical support by the Mainland Afr Foree 

close Support COMINT effort occurred on 30 November 1951. '"·/ On :219. Novem-
'. 

ber, a message, giving flight plan for conrnunist aircraft frpril Mukden 
./ I! . 

to Cholsan, was intercepted by four US COMINT units. How.e:;:,er~11the . 

message intercepted at Niiga ta. was complete and ungarbled. It: ras 

passed to the Group whichl '"' ~the messagJ rtated 

a_~d passed the information to the AFSSLND, Sth Air Force. Ti.J !message 

stated that TU-2's of the 8th Air Division were to depart froJ iChurla 

and bomb Sim-Do Island, Korea. Additional messages were sent h/rlng 
the day which indicated r-elated MIG activity. Therefore~ the lwsstNO 

and the SSO, Sth Ai?- Force, in conjwiction with the Sth Air F*e 

75. lWX; Det 13, lst !iSl!; 60 692Dth so, Cite' cs 681, 6 Jan ls2. 
s.d. 2!.4. 
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Operations Officials, rescheduled the entire 5th Air Force daytime 

flight and target areas in order to have F,;..86 fighters near Sim-Do . . ' 

at approxima. tely the same time as the TU-2 1s._* Official records 

reveal that. six TU-2 's, three LA-9's, and one MIG were destroyed 

and three TU-2 's dal!laged. The u.s. aircraft cost wa·s one slightly 
76 

damaged F-86. 

Hence 9 the second major intelligence requirement placed in the 

spring of 1951-the"effectiveness of enemy GCI operationa.~nd the . . 

capabilities and characteristics of enemy night intercept~- had been 
. 

detennined ar:id was being tactically exploited by Air Force. COMINT 

.i 

units and tactical Air Forces by 1952. Generally's the ~r~~ctiveness 
: I ,.-·P.L_ 86-36 

I 
' 80 3.3b[3) 

of enemy GCI operations was determined from- intercept o:f 2sx3 , .. · 

This intercept revealed that the GCI net was a combinatio~i of E\'f 

radar, ground spotters and grou~d control intercept rada~,' all of which 
i I 

operated on the same frequency as the aircraft servedo If ther, the 

traffic had disclosed that EW was effective at a distanc, Ff 120 

76. m, 6_920th so to USAFSSLNO, FEAF, Cite TS 823, l Dec)!. 19510 
s.d. 215. 

* The tactics. (approach) employed by the U~So aircraft f'rre influenced 
by Tea:11 I operations during early November. The areai poncerned was 
in MIG alley. Hence, the u.s. aircraft avoided the a'.J)proach covered 
by the Russian GCI zone system by proceeding to the tJa:rget area east 
of Chang Chun and approaching from a northerly direc~ilon. Pilots 
on the mission reported approximately 200 MIG1 s rlyi:d~ top cov.er 
:for the strikeo (Information about tactics employed !furnished by 
Major Lewis D. Nixon). I 

i ** See Chapter .. llI1 this Study. 

TOP SEGRET EIDfR ,. ' 

No Objection To Declassification in Part 2013/11/19: MDR-USAF-MDR-62597-1-2 

) 



No Objection To Declassification in Part 2013/11/19 : MDR-USAF-MDR-62597-1-2 
DOCID: 3737095 

• 

( 

miles and an al Utude of 36~000 feet. Aircraft were normally spotted 

by the EW radar in the vicinity of Pyongang. However, there w~rs 

e-vidence that an 'E\V station was located at Pyongang which spot~d 

UN aircraft as soon as they were airborne and then relayed the; infoma

tion by landline to cne of the reporting stations which relayed' it to 

77 the control center located at Antung. 

Al though the USAFSS 'lllli ts in Korea we re transferred to th'e· 15th 

RSM on i9 January 19S2 and Detachment 13 was redesignated Detacpment 

151 1 the TACOMINT service rendered by the units continued to tie: some-

wr.at the same until late March and early April 1952. By the lp.'tter 

da teJ) developing concepts as well as developing facilities usnb'ed in 

a new era of TACOMINT operations. Primarily. this new concepJ !or 
· - . 11 

Close Support operations; which will be fully discussed in suc
1
creding 

chapters~ was designed tomore ful'.ly e>ploit cou:rnr in air ope,!.ltions 

and, at the same time, provide greater security for the sourc~ pf 

information. A prerequisite to the above type of operations wals the 

I 
cons~lidation (collocation) of Detachment 151 facil;i.ties. Thus 5 it was 

decided to concentrate the facilities or Detachment 151 at C1en 

Clrr·istian Universityi> near Seoul. ·This area would provide amp,·le housing 
. I 

facili~i~s and sufficient real estate for construction of a go\i antenna 

farm~ 7 another factor influencing the relocation of Detachmefl facilities. 

77. Hq USAFSS RU-AIR-TIS-17. 

78. Histori::al Data Reports 15th RSM, l Jan-31 Mar 19520 

105 
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. Ferret Coverage Service.· Aside from the timely tactical support 

supplied by the USAFSS ·TACOV.INT service in Korea, the TACoMINT opera-

tions also contributed to the success of the Ferret program in the 

Far East. As soon as FF.AF began to operate frequent Ferret flights 

with.in range of Russian radar,* the lst RSM began to monitor and report 

Soviet reactions which T1ere registered in COMINTo At first, the RSM 

acted alone in this efforto However, when theater interest became 

sufficient, the_RSM8 in conjunction with ASAPAC and Navy, qeveloped 

a plan whereby P.SM would receive the reports from ASAPAC and Navy to 

· augtQent the RSM intercept."''* The primary reason why the lst RSM 

took the initiative in establishing ·this joint project was because 

Army; and Navy assignments were iron-clado iHHI-___ Hence·~--they-could--not 

alter their mission assignments to include these special qaseso
79 

·By late summer 1951, AFSA and USA.FSS had become activ~ly interested 

in the Ferret coverage project. 

. I 

Therefore, it was decided to place this 
I! . 
I, 

79. 'IWX, 1st RSM to CG8 USAFSS, Ci~e: TS 798, 4 Sept 195l~ Sodo 2100 

* Ferret missions were resumed in late !lay l$0 • I 
** According to the available records and :information su:gplied by 

lst R3M personnel of that era, this Joint.Ferret proj~qt was·one 
of several worked out by ASAPAC, Navy and RSM on an e~f1e~tive but 
informal basis in recognition of t~ctical vs strategi~ concepts of 
operation. I 

-i:-ip,:. The 1st RSM had developed a great deal of flexibilityl(!Theater 
response'i} in its intercept coverage long before Hq US4F(SS began 
to control intercept in a detailed manner. Although tliis early 
joint effort was informal, it was deemed effective. 
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inter-service cooperation on a formal 09.sis o It was further agreed by 
. . 

P.FSA and USAFSS that the 1st ffiM should take the lead in imp]e:menting 

the joint monitoring effort, which would cover ~M flights in the Alaskan 

area as well as the Far East. Hence, the overall reports wou],d be 

based on reactions noted by ASA!'AC, Navy,· the 3d RSM and the 1st RSM. 

S·ince the 1st RSM was scheduled to take the lead in the joint •project, 

it was recommended that the 1st RSM perform the overall ana1~4s and 

reporting. This .information was passed on to the 1st RSM on 1 September 

1951 by USAFSS with instructions, to proceed with the implementation of the 

joint effort.
80 

Also, USAFSS instructed the RSM to arrange fqr. adequate 

IDF coverage of all the Ferret flights and to use PVO posi tiod~ and on~ ............. . . . . . . ... . . .. ...... ,r ······· i?.L. 86-36 

position cov~ring §arch for cove.rage of th~ mF Ferret j~issions. -1:- w 
3

.
3
bt

31 

At this point,p in planning for t.lie coverage, USAFSS beliJ~ed that 
I, 
j I 

the possibility of interception of the Ferrets by er~my air~ra~t would 
· I J e1 

fo!'ce special emphasis to be placed on R/T coverage during flights. 
I! 

On the other hand, t.he 1st RSM pointed out to Headqu~rtersl> u1rss that 

all of its voice positions except one were c onsid~ red by the lea ter 

as being iron-clad ass igr.men ts • Further, the RSM stated that I E'.EAF 

. I I 
11 

Boo 'IWX, CG, USAFSS to CO, lst RSM, Cite~ OCD-1-SZ JlO, l Sept! 195lo 
s.do 217 0 

· Blo Ibid. s .do 217. 

* Coverage of the A/:C Ferret missions was to begin later in 
September. 

:-- .. 

-~-- - 10.6 
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frequently placed three ECM flights simultaneously in different areas. 

Then~ the let RSM requested permission to divert a position on regular 
' 

assignment to PVO coverage it necessary. 82 Therefore, USAFSS authorized 

the 1st RSM to use .five positions :for Ferret PVO cove.rage of the Far 

East based ECM nights. These positions were in addition to the 

squadron position.. Moreover, USAFSS :instructed the RSM to disregard 

RDF coverage of Ferret frequencies 1 but to alert voice intercept faci-. 
li ties as the Ferrets approached sensitive areas if interception were 

deemed probable. 83 

' As for the coverage of the AAC Ferret flights, USAFSS authorized 

the same coverage precedence for them as it accorded the iF;EAF flights. 
' 

This decision was based on the knowledge that some AAC miS'sions would· 
. 11 . . I 

penetrate as _far south as Japan. Concerning the Far Eas~ foverage 

- B4 . I' 
effort, USAFSS informed the lst RSM that: . · 

1 
i 

. , I 
This Hqs and AFSA have agreed that you take lead in ~ces
sar.r cool".dination at field level, with ASAPAC and USN! 39 in 
collecting info and processing Ferret results at fie!JJ:l level 
tor immediate passing to FEAF and zr. You will submli[t details 
of your plans for collecting, processing and the immbaiate 
disseminating Ferret results to FEAF and Zio 

82. TWX, 1st RSM to CGJ USAFSS, Cite: TS 798s 4 Sep 1951~ s.d. 2160 
. I 

I 
83. TWX, CG, USAFSS to CO,.lst RSM, Cite: OCD-1-SZ 380, 6 Sep 1951. 

s.d. 218. 

84.. lhid. 
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The joint Fa:;:, F.ast Ferret effort 11as considered by ASA.PAC~ Navy 

and the lst RSM on 7 September. It was decided that warning of ECM 

or Ferret flights would continue to be passed simul:te.neously to 

ASAPAC, Navy and USM 360 . Neither ASAPAC nor Na.Vy- could commit :their 

. units to pass raw traffic to the RSM on an Cf basis attha.t point so 

that the required reaction report could be produced and dissemi:nated. 

However~ indications of tie-in, giving pertinent details, would. be 

sent to the lst RSM by wire. 85 Consequently, the RSM recommended to 

USAFSS tt.at the inter-im arrangement be accepted as suffic-ient until 

the program could be developed further. 
' 86 

proved by USAFSS o~ 11 Septembero 

The R3M suggestion was ap-

'' I ' 

/./.·' 

' ,' ,· 

On 12 September.t AFSA advanced i t.s decision relative to cppfdina-

tion of CCUUl'r coverage for AAC Fertet flights, Further,,4,¥~reed 
that such coordination should be performed at the lst. RS~ and .rbcom-. . 'I 
mended that pertinent technical data collected ,0: tif \ 3d RSM, 

/ I' USN 13 and USM 7 be r orward.ed via teletype by · the 3d RSM to . the 
1 

:IB t RSM .. 

Also,, AFSA suggested that the 3d RSM p~~·;~ to cooroinate the bol-
.---.--·____, ..... s1 I 

lection and analysis .or th 25x3 terial in the future. Two days 

··p. L. 86-36 
EO 3.3b(3) 

later AFSA assured USAFSS that ASAP AC and Nevy w ould render all!. assistance 
I 

85. TWX, lst RSM to CG,, USAFSS,, Cite: TS 840, 9 Sep 1951.. s.11 219. 
. l 1 

86. TWX_, CG-' USAFSS to DIRAFSA, Cite: OCD.-1...SZ 454,, 11 Sep ·1951. 
s.a. 220. 11 

87. TWX, DIRAFSA to CG, USAFSSJ) Cite: ARL 42906,, 12 Sep 1951.1 · 
s.d. 221., 
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necessary to provide the ls t RSM with pertinent intercep:t data to 

' 88 
achieve proper coordination. 

Thus 1 wi thin 15 days the agreement for joint, coordim ted cover-
l' 

age and central reporting of a functional nature had be·en achieved 

for the Ferret program o These agreements were developed tnto ·the 

:following proposed plan of operations which was advanced "by AFSA 
. ' 89 ' 

on 2.3 September 19$1. 

l. Cent:?Qlize all COMINT effort related to A.AC fiig~ts at the 

3d RSMo AAC would notii'y the 3d and 1st RSM's. prior to each AAC 
\ .. . ' 

.L. 86-36 
3.3b(3) 

flight, and the 3d RSM would alert its Detachments, USN 13 and USN 7 o 

j 

The lst RSM would <!llert its stations, ASAFAC and USN 39. 1 1 

2o The 3d RSM would receive post flight data from .A!A:C and re-
. ! 

action data via teletype from its Detachirents, USN 13 and\ !usN 7. * 
I: 

The 1st RSM would receive similar data from its Detachmenits~ ASAPAC ' i 1 
and ~N 39:i process the data and .forward it via teletype tr the 3d 

RS).{. 

3. The 3d RSM would process the traffic collected in I 2sx3 ~ 
. ! 

consolidate it with the lst RSM analysis, .and pass the results to 

· AAC, and to FRA.F if the Soviet reactions conce:rried southell portions 

of the 1".l.ights. 

. 11 
88. TWX, DIRAFSA to CGJ USAFSS, Cite: ARL 43357, 14 Sep 1951. s.d. 222. 

. 11 
89. TWXj DIRAFSA to CG, USAFSS, Cite~ .ARL 44753jl 23 Sep 1251. s.d. 223. 

* ~his data would include all warning traffic or teletype summary 
of tra.ffi~ contents and any other type of traffic whic1' reflected 
reactions to the A.AC activity. 

- TOP., 
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A similar procedure was recommended for coverage and reporting of 

FEAF nights, except that thef ' 2~xr=· t-011ectton··~itations ·u ould not 

participate in coverage and :reporting of, the FEAF missions. This 

r-ecommendation was based on the belief t~t very little pertinent 
·' 

traffic would be intercepted by the Northern stations. On 28 September 

USAFSS concurred with the plan with the following exceptions: 
90 

1., That all completed ECM reports ·of analysis be forwarded 

to AAC and FEAF and that ~11 collected material [ 25x3 r be 
WWW 

exchanged by the ls t and 3d RSM 0 s regardless of the amount i.f it 

concel"'lled their respective areaso 

As for the COMINT coverage of Ferret flights, ft soon proved its 

' ' 
value as 1vell as its ability. By early October 1951, the pre~:i/minary 

reports from the 1st RSM Detachments were.arriving at the RSM within 
I. 

30 minutes after completion of the missions. Under noxmal cOO:d;itions, 
· Ii 

the preliminary reports were integrated and disseminated to ~ and 

other recipients within cne hour after estimated completion o1 Ith• 
flighto 

91 
Further-, the reactions intercepted during October l19Sl had 

. I 1 
indicated that the Soviets knew the routine routes .followed byl ;the 

; I 
flights. These reactions also indicated that at least cne a tt1el mpt had 

92 ·I 
been made by the Soviets to intercept a fiight. Moreover, hrl 

11 
900 TWX, CG, USAFSS to DIRAFSA, Cite: OCD-1..SZ 789, 28 Sep 195!. 

Sod~ 224. .. l I 
9L T'oVX, 1st RSM to CG, USAFSS, Cite: TS 143; 11 Oct 195lo s~d. 22$. 

11 92. T't\'Xp 1st RSM to CG, USAFSS, Cite: TS 24ls 18 O~t l95lo s.a. 226. 

I 
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29 October, the Commanding General, FEAF BomCom had expressed his 

appreciation for the successful follow-up or surveillacce reports 

and for the COMINT coordination with ECM-Recon activity near Com-
., 93 

mtmist territory. 

During November and December 1951, 18 ECM and 4 photo rec.on 

flights were flown in the Far Easto However, traffic revealed Soviet 

reactions to only four missions in November and two in D~cember. 

Naval and main PVO nets reported three of the November flights very 

accurately. Furthermore, analysis of the reactions dlrirtg the final 

quarter 1951 disclosed the overall efficiency of Soviet air defense 

was g~adually increasing.
94 

During the first quarter of :~952, an 

increase in reactions to EX:M activity was noted. One fli~ht in north-
1 . 

west Korea, Vladivostok· and the South Olga areas, was tracked for two 
Ii 

hours and 40 minutes south and east of Vladivostok. Anot;her flight 
: i 

was tracked from a point northeast of Sovetsraya Gavan t~ ja point 
. "" i 1 

southeast of Olga~ a distance of 842 nautical miles.~ The Soviet 

plotting agreed, in most instances, with the actual posiJJons of the 
. I 

ECM aircraft.95 I 
1· 

. I 
'JJ{X, DIRAFSA to HqD USAFSS, DTG 29050Z Oct 1951. s.d. 227. 

Historical Data Report, DCS/Operations,, Oct-Dec 195Jlj EX 3053. 

95 o ~· l> Jan-Mar 1952. EX 3859. 

* During this periodi> the 
drew a greater reaction 
flights. 

Baltic Ferret flights were resll;med and 
from the Soviets than did the r r East 
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M:eamvhi:i..e, by late December 19.51., the Air Defense Wings an~ par

t.icularly the Jlll th Air Di vision* had indicated an interest in this 

early warning capability of TACOMINT. By February 1952., the 3l4th 

Air Division had an operational AFSSLNO and was receiving COMINT·:ME

which the Division desired. to employ as protection for its reco~ 

aircraft. 96 Early in March 1952., at the request of FF.AF, repr!?senta

tives from the 6920th Group and the Japanese Air Defense Force (JADF) 

met and wor-ked out a coordinated plan for employing TACOMINT as an 

early warning media for reconnaissance aircraft. Generally, the plan 

adopted was a.s follows:97 USAFSS units would pass a coded 'Warn:ing by 

telephone to AC&W units at Misawa and Wa.kkanai whenever interc.e~t 

. . -r'*-* indicated a. rec on aircraft was the target of enemy fighte!'s. : • This 
I 

warning would then be passed in another code by the AC&W unit qver 

radio ·to the aircraft concerned.**** I; 

! ' 

96. Ltr.~ Hq1 6920·th SG to CG, USAFSS, Subj: Semimonthly Progress 
Report Number 11» 26 Feb 1952. s .d. 228 • I 1 

97. Ltr., Hq,. 6920th SO to CG, USAFSS, Subj: Semimonthly Progress 
Report Number 12!1 ll March 1952. s.d. 207. I l 

* The 3l4th AD later became the Japanese Air Defense Force. / 
I 1 

*l~ This information was viewed as low-level or Tactical COMlNT. 

*** This plan for utilization of TACO:MINT will.be discussed fjrther 
imder Proje·~t 11 Bi ttersweetn in this study. . ij 

*'Kl-* By this date .AFOIN had drafted a proposed TACOMINT reguJ ion. 
However, USAFSS viewed the proposal as too rigid for tac~~cal 
situations and revised the proposed regulation. The re~sion 
was believed to be warranted under the terms. of the BRUSA 
Agreement. j 

I 
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Moreover, the collection and processing procedures employed in 
.. 

the ECM coverage program were refined by February 1952. Actually, 

the modification,, advanced by Headquarters, USAFSS 1 was designed to aid 

control and provide a more complete analysis or Russian and Chinese 

PVO reac~ons to ECM and Ferret flights. Hence, the Group ''as ins-
.. 

t.ructed to prepare a map 0£ the general area of interest during' such 

:flights, ind.1ca ting all radar stations locations and their respective 

areas of coverage.; Permanent call signs and unchanging :f'x;equencies 

were also to be noted on the map.. The call signs 3 frequencies and 

net notations 0£ the plotted stations were to be JIBintain~d on a sup~ 

plement to the map. Therefore, upon receipt of a pre-fli!,ght notice, 

the map and supplement for ·the area of interest would bec:ome a con-

trol tool. The flight could be followed and the intercept operators 

could be alerted to the correct frequency and callsign by' anticipatory 
·, ' ' . 

action. Also, US.AFSS instructed the Group to monitor thei {:lontrol 
I 

stations or the enemy nets involved, in order to observe any inter-net 
I\ 

communications for the alert of any other a~a concerned.9!~ · 
. . I 

Developmental Intercept Effort: This activity admit¥dly pre-· 
I' 

dates the outbreak of the Korean action. Also$ it 1nc1ud~~ several 

.approaches ranging from employment of new, techniques to ttl, design of 

new equipment. However, this discussion will be restricJ
1

d to airborne 
. ·I . 

980 Ltr., Hq$ USAFSS to co, 6920th SG1 Subj: Electronic ~ounter 
Measure and Ferret Mission Coverage Proce~ures, 11 Janl 1952. 
s.d. 229. . . . Ii 

·1 I 
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and shipborne search and the VHF program. 

Actually.I) the Airborne Intercept Project was initiated by USAFSS 

in August 1950 at the request of the Chief 1 Supplemental Research 

Branch, USAF. The original USAFSS plan envisioned a C-47 aircraft with 

15 positions (10 voice and 5 CfW) installed aboardo This Heac~.quarters, 

by late' December, 1950, had changed its original plan and had requested 

an RB-50 to "intercept foreign and enemy radio transmissions il'l; the 

mediumJ) high, very high a~d ultra .high frequencies. 99 Nevertheless, 

an RB-29 was approved for the project early in 1951 and transferred 

to Kelly AFB late in June 1951 for modification. This platform w_as 

scheduled to support six intercept positionso 'lb.ese positions· would 

be designed to cover frequency :renge from lSKC to 600 MC }JJ. andi from 

( 2 to 600 MC FM. The operational test was scheduled to be a joint 

task between USAFSS and APG. It was designed to determine if 1signals 

which were inaudible at ground level were audible at higher altitu~es •100 

I 

Meanwhilell by JI.arch 1951, the voice. effort in the Far Easit had 
I. 

begun to influence the USAFSS airborne intercept plans. In ad, ~ttempt 
I, 

to satisfy urgent theater (FF..AF) requirementsi~ USAFSS instruc~i:l the lst 

RSM to place some intercept opera tors aboard an aircraft used by the 
I' 

. I' 

99., Historical Data Reports Directnate of Operations, Hq, us~!ESS,, 
Apr-Jun 1951. SAG 1428. 

:oo. Ibid.: Jul-Sept 1951·0 EX 1952. 

* These requirements were for the nationality of the MIG pil!o1ts 
~~' ~i!f~~::!;~eness of enemy GCI. See Voice Effort, Charter 

A • r 

:..tlU 
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136th Communications Security ·squadron o Since the aircra,f t did not 

have the I"equired space and flew missions over enemy territory, the 

' 101 ' ' 
proposed plan wa·s prechded. .Nevertheless, FFAF requested USAF 

to furnish an aircraft to the Comba. t Cargo Command (315th Air Division) 

for utilization by the ist· RSM as an airborne intercept stationo At . 
the same times FEAF requested that the aircraft be modif1ed tmder the 

102 
supervision of USAFSS to provide 8 intercept positions. · : .Con-

currently, USA,FSS requested permission from SAC to place one intercept 
' ' ' . 103 : ' 

opera tor aboard Ferret aircraft :1n the Far East. HowE?yer, the 

i1D111ediate airborne intercept plans were suspende~ temporarily in April 
. . .104 F . . S 

in an effort to develop Team I capability. urthermore, the USAFS 

RB=29 was not given its operational test until the early· summer of 

19.52. 
I' 

. As for the VHF and,, to a certain extent.I) low frequeJ1Ci:Y problem, 

very little was accomplished in this .field during the pe:t1,.od under 

' ·consideration, al th'ough it was assumed that certain trani;;ridssions. in 
i; 

the Korean-Manchurian area were being missed by interceptjfacilities. 
. I: 

I I 
'I 

'i 

101. TWX, 1st RSM to Hq 9 USAFSS,, Cite: TS 282,1)'.26 Mar 19,.$1. s.d. 230. 
'' ' . ii 

102: 'IWX, USAFSSID, FEAF to USAFSS, Cite: TSW 155,, 27 Mar, 1951. s.d. 2310 
I I -

103~ .. 'I'VVX, CG.11 USAFSS .to D/I» USAF, Cite: ODO SZ 553ii 28 Mar 1951. s.d. 232. 

104. TWX, 1st R5M to USAFSS, Cite~· TS 434, 12 Apr. 1951. s.d. 233. 
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As early as July 1951~ Detachment 13 performed. a thorough search of 

the VHF band with negativ~ resultso Consequently, it was conclµded 

· that VHF was not being employed in th~ Korean-Manchurian area. lb5 

Again;, in the early fall of 1951, Team I experimented with VHF 

intercept equip11en t 1 but did not obtain any favorable res u1 ts o 

During late Decemher.11 limited VHF search was conducted at a tempozary 

site at Wakkanaio Both tl~e B/T and C/W effort proved negative.
106 

I 

As for the low frequency effort on the part of the USAFSS uni ts 

in the Far East, it resulted primarily :f'rom a FEAF request that the 
. ' 

' 
"6920th Group ·ascertain if operational information is being passed 

I 

by t~e Chinese air nets in Manchuria.11 utilizing voice trar~mis~ions 
. I I 

or low powered C/\V which cannot be hearo from the Seoul area.t'ii7 

Also, FEAF requested COMNAVFR to permit the Group to place a snll 

intercept team aboa:rtl a Navy ship to perform the s earch. The au.thori ty 

was granted and a sm&U team was placed aboard the USS-Gurke allrnch'."' 
on 19 February 1952. 108 The ship cruised its target area (39° 15 1 N 

124° 0 1E) on 20 and 21 February. The results of the low pmver search . · : I 
105. 

106. 

107. 

108. 

THXJ l.st RSM to SSLO~ FEAF~ Cite: HM 413, 3 Sept 19510 Jla. 234. 
I 

TWX, 6920th SG to CG, USAFSS 9 Cite: TS 287 1 28 Dec 1951. Is .d. 235. 

Ltr., Hq 6920th SG to CG,- USAFSS, Subj~ Semimonthly Prog~ess 
Report Number lOJ> 11 Feb 1952. s.d. 205. 11 

. Ltr., Hq~ 6920th SG to CGJ> USAFS5~ Subj: Semimcnthly Pr6~ress 
Report Number 11:> 26 Feb 195lo s.d. 228. I 
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were n·egative. Nevertheless, the G-2 1 FEC expressed a de:sire .for 

continuation of the shipborne intercept search early 1n March 1952. 

Therefore, the CINCFE representative agreed to prepare a request to 

the Navy through Gene?9l Ridgeway for a suitable, fast, well-a.rmed 

vessel for 30 days, to carry six positions. The preliminary search 

was to be conducted off Vladivostok,, Antung, Dairen, Tsing'!;ao, 

Shanghai and, if possible, Tientsin. Each service was to man one 
109 

voice and cne C/iV position. 

. I! 
' 
I I 

I I 

! ' 

109 •. 
. . \I 

ttr., Hq 6920th4,SG to CG:> USAFSS, Subj: . Semimonthly Progress 
Report Number 1"2 1 11 Mar 1952. s .d • 207 • I 
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CHAPTER V 

-: 
Consolidation Of Tr~ ChiCom Air Effort To The 

.Revision of ri3CID No .. 9 

.213 

Throughout 1952 the War in Korea followed a fairly well-def::l;ned 

pattern in which the need for hasty or emergency measures was less 

Ul"gent and the attrition rate was less-devastating .. Those factors 
'' 

combined to create a situation wherein planned long range TACOM~T 

operations began to replace exigent performances.. Further, the 

nature of the war forced additional modification of the e.xist:1ng · 

TACOMINT effort, be·cause the static pattem favored the enemy as :much 

as the UN Forces.. HenceJl the enemy also had the opportunity to 1d;eve

lop capabilities and modify techniques designed to improve its e:f;-

fectiveness and thWart UN Air capabilities. Therefore :i the si tu~;tion, 
I. 

from the USAFSS TACOMnrr standpoint, dur:1ng this perlod, was one! in · 
' 

which augmentation of capabilities, reassessment of :respons.ibili;i:ies 
I 

and refinement of services were more feasible and more consistent I, 

with circwnstanceo I' 

ii 
l; 

AUGMENTATION OF TACOMINT CAPABILITY i l 
Aside from the increase in personnel strength and the rise in 

· 11 
the experience le.vel of assigned personnel, the augmentation of fhe 

TACOM.INT capability was directed towaro expansions by deployment1 . l 
reorganization, development, procurement and experimentationo TPfs 

n1 ti.
I I 

effort included the deployment of additional units, reorga za ~nl 

' . I 
HQS US.Z\FSS TSC No !:.S·09pj25 

Copy ' l ......... , .. \"";.'. l Copi~s 
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of deployed units~ development of new intercept facilities i procurement · 

of new commtmications facilities, improvement of established communica-

tions facilities, investigation of additional intercept sites and 
1 · 

development of VHF intercept. 

Deployment of New Units.-By March 1952, t-he Security 'Service had 

canpleted plans to expand the 15th R5M. Concurrently, FEAF re

quested the 6920th Group to organize an emergency COMINT Team similar 

to Team I of Detachment 151, 15th RSM. The Team was scheduled to be 

deployed . to southeast Asia or Fo:rmosa in event the war was enlarged 

and was scheduled to commence operations upon request fro~ .FF.AF. 

Therefore, the 6920th Group, late in March, directed the :j$th RSM to 
~i 

organize Detachment 152 around the emergency COMINT Team. ; j The Team 
'I 

was to be deployed to Okinawa to form the operational nucleus for 
. i I 

Detachment 152~ to relieve the operational space pressure i~t Head-

quarters, 15th RSM and to provide a deployme~t test for tl1 
emergency 

l · I! 
COMINT Team. Personnel and Mobile equipment for an Inte~ept Section 

I I 
was deployed to Ckinawa in May and the intercept opera tors' !arrive_d on 

6 June 1952. Five· C/w positions were placed in operation on the same . - I 
· . . · 11 

lo Ltr., Hq, 6920th SG to CG, USAFSS~ Su~j: ·semi-Monthl~ ~rogress 
Report Number 12, 11 March-1952 .• s.d. 207. i 

* The ·activation of Detachment 152 waa a normal deploymedt acti
vi'ty in accordance with. the USAFSS Master Plan, and th~ Emergency 
Team participation wa:s incidental a_ctivity. Informatidnl furnished 
by Mr. Edwin B •. Bell, Intercept Analyst, DCS/Opera tionsj.1> Headquar
ters USAFSSa Mr. Bell was employed as an analyst in tlie 6920th 
Group at that time. 
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day. 2 
One other C/W position was added by 30 Ju.~e 1952. Afte~ Detach--

ment 152 was organized» the emergency Team was reorganized and equip

ment was maintained in a state of readiness at Hc:.d.:iuarters, 15th RSM.3 
::::::·:: ·>"P.L. 86-36 

.. EO 3.3b(3) 
....... ······· 

De ta.chment 152 began intercepting .Chic cm traf.f~~ !>9th·~! ~-====2.sx.3 _m=r"'!/". 

However, the traffic was :t:,:ransmitted to t~ ~~oup for processing. La.t~r, 
somel 25x3 (·1fiilita·;;,: ~~~ept was added at petachment 152 as an NSA a,ilsign-

ment. 
.· .· .. 

The advanced unit of the 29th RSM was deployed during/th~ fal.1 
.· .· : 

/ ... . .. 

of 1952. This unit, deployed to Clara AFB, P.I., beg~ri.}titercept 
,· : . 

. . . 

operations with three C/W positions en 7 October •.. ···Although the~~ 
_.·' .... .: 

positions were ai a training status, they soo9.j:>r9-ied that interpept 

orl . 25x3 I-was very favorab~L 
i I I 

During the early p~riod of operati~ns} the three positions were\ kept 

busy copying! 2sx3 ~[·because the cases/proved very pro

lilic. Traffic analysis backup required for eont7l of the in~:reept 
effort was furnished by an ASA unit located nea~f. At that po~t, the 

29th RSM had not established an Analysis Sectioil. Analysts assi~ned 
to the RSM had been sent to the 692~th Groupito learn Group T/A IJroce-. ... 

dures and to become current onC 25x3 ]'ssign~ents o 
4 

2. Monthly Status Report, 15th RSM, Jun 1952. EX 3342. 

3. Ibid., July 1952. EX 3535. 

4. Ibid • .IJ 29th RSM, Oct 1952. EX 4579. 

:_i ........ -:. :.·.·; ~··. ::~~- ":" ... -:: .". : . r rj· 
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/Reorganization of Established Units. Detachment 12 ·of the 1st 

RS'M was rebrganized on 1 April 1952. This action was somewhat adminis-

trative in nature and resulted from logistic problems. In: essence, 

Detachment 12 was deactivated and the facility was redesignated Opera

tions 11 8" of Detachment 11. Detachment 11 was already furnishing 

logistic support for Detachment l2 as a result of Detachment l2 1s re

mote 10cation. 5 After redesignation of Detachment 12, whi¢h was. 
I 

operating three voice and two C/W positions and one experilJ1ental 

VHF site, Operations "B~ was augmented by four C/W and one voice 

position. Detachment 11 also increased its intercept capability by 

. 6 
three C/W, aie voice and one DEN-17 position. The DEN-17 unit was 

transferred from Ashiya to Misawa. because reception of assigned tar-
]\ 

gets' was better at Misawa. * . i I 

! I 
Survey of Additional Sites. During April 195'2,, the f120th Group 

investigated the possibility of establishing an AFSS effort in Indo · 

China and Formosa. The possibility of establishing such l 'unit in 

Indo China pro\red too remote.11 howeverll primarily because ·lr Air Force 

pl.am>ing and the French attitude t(JWard increasing Americ11 streajth 

! I 

5. Historical Data ~ports lst RSM, Jan-Mar 1952. 

6. ~·, Apr~tlll l952. 

* The Group RFP and RP effort was developed during this P,eriOO. to 
augment regular intercept. However, this capability w4d not 
specifically applicable to targets affecting the COMINT effort 
in Korea. Therefore, a detailed accoUJ'lt of this effort is 
~it~d. I 

I 
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couriered to 5th Air Force. However, the inherent delay.,,in courier 

methods was robbing the majority of the inforn:ation of it~ utility 

value.
9 

This circuit was installed in January 1952 and w~s cperated 

until early July 1952.. At this time, Headquarters USAFSS objected 

to the linkage of a field COML\IT unit with a consumer and directed the 

Group to eliminate the circuit.
10 

· The Gr®p then pointed 'out to 

USAFSS the necessity for such a circuit and requested USAF9S to res

cind the polioy. 11 

Nevertheles~, USAF SS replie.d that the· basic COMIN"T policy was to 

protect the source of the material at all costs. Hence, direct com-

munications between an SSO and a field unit (USAFSS) was p:r-ecludedo 

Then, USAFSS instructed the 6920th. Group to ascertain the, ~vailability 

of a circuit from Group to 5th Air Force, for transmittal: of the Weather 
. I 

information.*' AlsoJ USAFSS agreed to supply a crypto sysit1m f.or such a 

circuit. 
12 

Al though tb.e Group viewed the p~licy as being II inharmonious 
. . I 

with the requirements of a tactical COM:INT mission, it directed 
. 11 

Detachment ·15i to eliminate the direct cireuit to 5th Air[lorce. 

. . I I 
9. Ltr. 1 Hq, 6920th SG to CGD USAFSS, Subj: Semimonthly Progress 

Report Number 19, 28 June 19520 s.d., 237~ l 
lOo TWX3 6920th SG to CG, USAFSS, Cite: .A2 816~ 12 July 1952. s.d. 238. 

llo Ibid o S odo 238. 

12. T'ITXSI ca, USAFSS to co, 6920th SGJ Cite: OID-22833, 21July1952. 
s .d. 239. 

* When Detachment 151 moved its communications center to ~hosen 
Uni·rsrsi·ty, onl,y a pony circuit with a Baccus System l~¥ed the 
Detachment arJli 5th Air Force. The Baccus System was no~ approved 
for weather traffic. I 
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Subsequently, the Director of Intelligence, 5th Air Force, instructed 

Detachment 151 to reinstall the circuit •. However, FEAF support.ed the Group ., 
*1.3 . 

directive and the circuit was eliminated in August 1952. Nevertheless, 

the Director of Intelligence, FEAF, took the pn:>blem up with Headquarters, 

USAFSS. However, the circuit.was not reinstalled until early November 1952, · · 

** . *** at 'Which time USAFSS authorized the action and r~cord~d a protest to AFSA 

relative to the basic policy which prevented such circuits. 14 

Communications for Detachment 151 were also improved during this period. 

In July an AN/GRC ... 26 was installed at Ashiya as the southern te?'minus of the 

Seoul-Ashiya radio teletype link. Therefore, the Detachment traffic could be 

tape relayed by Ashiya t~ Johnson AFB (Group). Also, in November:, an AN/GRC-26 

was installed on Cho Do so that the advance Team could transmit 
1,~ts raw data 

. I 
back to Detachment Headquarters at Seoul.. · . I 1 

Concurrently, negotiations for· a direct c{rcuit rrom"Jolmson AFB 

to Brooks AFB were begun., It was soon determined that RCA Co.mmUnJica.-
. - i I . 

tions, Incorporated, could furnish a. circuit from Tokyo to San ~qutCl.sco, · 

I I 
but other arrangements would have to be made from Johnson to To1Jo and 

11 
l.30 Ltr., Hq, 6920th SG to CG, USAFSS, Subj: Semimonthly ProgrTF Report 

Number 22, 12 Aug 1952. Sodo 240. I . 
140 TW"X, CG, USAFSS to CO, 6920th SG, Cite: ODC-2.394lj JO Oct 1~~2o s.d. 242. 

* This incident actually aided in crystalllzi:ng the opinion t~~t TA.COMINT 
units should be under the operational control of the Tacticajl Air Com-
manders. Later, this opinion developed to i. status 'Wherein\ it wa.9 
actually suggested that TAOOMINT service to ·Tactical Air Fortes be made 
a function of AC&.W Service. I l 

** Because of the shortage of specified equipment, the circuit did not get 
back into operation until January 1953. · \ 

*** AFSA had also pointed out the producer-consumer association in the 
above operation. 1 I 
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from San Francisco to Brooks. Therefore, FEAF agreed to; provide a 

metallic pair (a two-wire land line channel) from Johnson! to Tokyoo 

This pair could be carrier-loaded to provide the Group ~th channels·. 

to the new RCA circuit terminal in Tokyo. This technique would also 

supply the Group with a channel to the Tokyo terminal of the circuit 

from the 29th RSMo At that point, the circuit from the 29th RSM to 

Tokyo was being tes tedo 

15 
Augusto 

It was to_ be released to the Oroµp latlr4n 86-36 
' EO 3. 3b (3) 

The i.mprovemen t in ex is.ting communications facilities was ~,ala ted 

to changes in techniques and associated equipment in useoi It resulted 

in part from the attempt to solve 'timely reporting probl~ms, particu

larly from 'Wakkanai. By May 1952.1 the circuit from Wakk~ai to 
I 

Misawa to Johnson was an AN/G:ra::-26 link, operating direc~:rrom Wa){kanai 
. i I \ 

to Johru?on. On 7 May a second AN/GRC-26 was installed. 11f j the ciritui t 
I I . 

at Misawao However, shortage of associated equipment, i!eo, cryp~o 

equipment, p~evented Misawa from decrypting o; encryptin~ \messages\ in 

the system used at Wa~kanai and Jolmsono In other wordsl \the Misa~a 
! • : 

terminal could not serve as a relay point in the Johnso 25x3 

circuito Subsequently1> the .Johnson-Wakkanai circuit was tested for 

circuit reliabili ty1> signal. strength, etc. The rest indi!da ted that 

.the outage time could be reduced by installing a tape re~y at Misawa. * 
11 

15. Ltr.,, Hq 6920th SG to CG.., USAFSS, Subj: Semimon th1~

1 
Progress 

Report Number 22, 12 Aug 1952. s.d. 240. 
. . . 

* Information furnished by Captain Warren G. Haugen, Co,mmand Com
munications Officej) Hq1> USAFSS. Captain Ha:uge:r:i was Gz!oup Com
mu.Tlica tions Officer at that time. 
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This relay was installed on 5 June 1952, thus improving. the circuit 

efficie."lcyll or actually resulting in 'b'io short haul circuits rather 
16 

than one long haul circui to 
• 

Meanwhilell the timely requirements for certain types of r.a'!' data 

and weather inform ti on exerted a great deal of influence on current 

circuit or communication pNcedures of this period. During July 1952, 

it was determined that a better Crypto system was needed on the 

Jol-u"l.son-Wakkanai circuit. This circuit carried high priority voice 

and PVO traffic, which was sometimes dela.yed several hours by ,t:he 

cumbersome crj:pto system in use. Therefgre, the Group requeste~ an 
' 

· ASAM 2-1 system for the circuit. 17 Hence, a PYTHON system was
1 
placed 

, I 

in use on the circuit during Julyo
18 ! ! 

The problem of timely transmission of •eather :lnfonnatio~ras also 

aggravated in July 1952.. At that time$ instructions were issu~a which 
. . 11 

limited On· .. line APOLID operations to two sets during any one 12-hour 

crypto period. The Group circuits affected by this policy W•il not . 

stable enough to stay in synchroniutior. for tr.at length of time. 
11 

After tVlo days of heavy outage the Cl:r'oup took emerger~.::;y action\ to 

replace on-line operations with off-line facilitieso
19 FUrtherl the 

I 1 
I I 

:6. Historical Data Report)! Detachment llll 1st BSM, Apr·...Jun 1952., 
11 :1. Ltr.~ Hq~ 6920th SO tc CG, USAFSS, Subj: Semi-monthly Pr0gress 

Rep..:irt Nt..tmber 19ll 28 Jun 1952 .. s.d. 2370 11 

180 Ltr.r. Hql> 6920th SG ~o CG, USAFSS 9 Subj~ Semimonthly Pro~ess 
Report Number 21.ll 28 Jul 1952. s.d. 241° \ I · . 

19. Ltro; Hq$ 6920th SG to CG~ USAFSS, Subj~ Semimonthly Progr.eas 
Report Number 19~ 28 Jun 1952. s .. d. 237. 
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Group was forced to decentralize Weather processing functions by send-

20 
ing a Wea th.er Teem to Ashiya to process weather intercept on the spoto 

In respect to thi·s problem, it was evaluated as follo.vs 'by the 6920th 
. . 21 • 

Group during Au.gust 1952: 

Recent developments, crypto-wise, indicate our present 
crypto systems are far from adequateo The major con
siderations are seouri ty, speed and reliability. AJ..l 
or our present authorized systems lack one or more df 
theseo The available circuits overseas are of in!er·ior· 
quality. Our business demarids the ultimate in speed. 
Personnel shortages dictate a system requiring a min~
mum of cryptographic Opera tors. Seouri ty is paramount 
• • • .. with our poor circuits, a synchronizing system 
for on-line equipment is required. Off-line system$ 

f.L. 86-36 
EO 3. 3b (3) 

slow traffic and.are more expensive in manpower and1 
• 

equipment. · · 

Ilevels:iment of the VHF Effort. Preliminary ground <$d shipboard 

testS or search for VHF and .LF transmissions were conducwd prior to 

the period covered by this chapter. However, these inve?tiga tians 

were expanded and continued thr'oughout 1952 o Farly in March a second. 

and larger'-shipboard test was orga.ni.Zed. Actually, this •test resulted 

.from an :Incident which occurred in December 19510 
. I I 

On 2Si~ecember 1951~ 

25x3 

service, it was d~lided to 

. attempt to determine: (a) if' the net had converted to Joo-line 
11 

· 11 
20., Ltr • .!> Hq, 6920th SG to CG~ USAFSS, Subj: Semi.mont~yt Progress 

Report Number 22' 12 Aug 1952. s odo 2h0 I [ 

I 
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open· tions (later confirmed) or (b) if ( 2sx3 lh?~ reduced trans-

mission pCVler on HF, .or (c) if r .. 25x3 tat~~nver~d tQ lJHE 
(viewed as unlikely for ground/ground transmissio~)"or (cl.) if the 

··· ... 

net had been discor,tinued altogether. Hence, the primary m;~~:fbn of 

the shipboard test was to investigate the possib:Uity of ~~V"j)C)Vier.<.,P.L. 86 _36 

HF trar.iSmissions an the r-;5x; 1 fet;;" The seco~~cy ~ission -was to: EO J.
3b(3) 

h .f' VHFt .. * sea re _or -ransmissions. 

The shipboard intereept effort was composed primarily of 6920th 

personnel and two or three Navy personnelo The party also in6luded a 

~apability for· Russian and Chinese Voice and C/W intercept. Th~ first 
' . 

phase of the test was conducted during April 1952 in.the vicinity of 

VLADIVOSTOK and the second phase was conducted offthe Ch:ina Coast; 
,·· i I 

', between SHANGHAI a.'ld DAI:RfilN., Asi.de from ascl!ll""i:aining various rt·~hnical 

!acts ab out an opex·a ti on of that nature, .:the test produced only I normal 

22 
traffico 

The VHF effort. o.., the part of the Group and its 

1 '1· 

. I 

subordinale units 

continued to be of an experirn~ri'tal nature. During late April, Deta.:::h-

meh t 151 began a test o:r· '7-HF search effort Cu'1 Cho Do o However; the 

results wett negativeo/.By ea:::'ly summer of 1952, it had.be~.ome ~ppar~t 
that r · ,.; == · F· re con .. rting c. rta in conmunic• ti ons r."i1i ti., 

Ltr·o s Hq, 6920th SG to Operations Office:..~, Subj: 
Report Shipbo:rne Intercepti Vladivostok Area, 25 
243. 

. ' 

22 0 

'~ Information furnished by Major Robert Oo Br-ooks. 
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.to VHF.ii especially the air/g_round and ground/air communications. These 

were the ,~omrnunications which provided the greatest amount of TACOlHilfT. 

Thus successful exploitation of these communications was paramour.t if 

effective TACOMINT service was to continue. Since the Group and its 

units did not have the necessary equipment or VHF experience to 

effectively cope with the problem, these units began experimenting with 

locally constructed special antennas and began searching for VHF trans-

missions. 
. . * 

During the early part of _August 1952, the VHF search effort was 

reactivated on Cho Do Island in the ·Korean Bay. This site was nearer, 

comparatively speaking, to the suspected VHF transmissions relative ·to 
. . ' 

\ 
J 

GCI activity. 

Cho Do onl 
About one month later VHF signals -were in\4rcepted ~.'k,,.,, .... P.L. 

86
_

36 

25x3 l·and thereby C-~~£~z~ii~~ th~ ~~~~C~~ f :: u~S~ r EO 
3

. 
3~_<5 

r:;11===;;;;;25•x3===;ri[l In ·add:lti~~' a VHF search activity was 6rganized 

by the 1st RSM at Wakkanai. This effort proved non-proaJdtive.23 
· . . 11 

It did, however, indicate further need for modification o:fl current VHF 
·I 

** intercept equipment. I 
I 

Consequently, the Group began fabrication of a searc, antenna 

system for the UHF-VHF BC-1269 :receiver~ This UHF=VHF s.Ja.~h system, 
. · 11 

a combination C/w and Voice position,, was completed earlyl lin June and 

23. Mant..hiy status Report, 1st ffiM, Mar 1952. EX 2615. I 
I . 

* During July 1952.1> Detachment 15·1 tiitercepted VHF trankmiss~ons. 
However, it was not until September 1952 that VHF intk\rcept 
proved prolific. . I 

** This equipment consisted of a BC-787 receiver and the ~-173 antenna 
equipment. The unit proved to be omni-directional wilth an extremely 
l•'.l'i'l-gain factor. I I 

·TOP SEGRET EIDER. 
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installed at Wakkanai. The position began operating on a rotati.."lg, 

sample search 'ts.sis employing two receivers. One,, a BC-787~ covered 

the ~::?.!ld from 24 to 145 MCS arid used a modified antenna system 

designed for that receiver. The other, a BC-1269A, covered the band 

from 145 to 600 MCS. It used a horizontally polarized })i-directional 

i'an antenna and a vertically polarized non-directional fan antenna. 
' 24 

Both antennas were constructed from sheet aluminum. Nevertheless, 

by November 1952 the effort was not toe. productive., 

Meantimei> the USAFSS airborne approach to the VHF problem became 

airborne during this period. The USAFSS airbome intercept pl~t.form 

(an RB-29) underwent its operational tests at Eglin AFB durinf IApril

June 1952., This test confirmed the belief that signal strengtl!l in 
11 

l~ne-of-sight transmissions would increase as the altitude or\1he 
intercept platform increased. The test also indicated that a I new type 

25 
of rec.order was required for Voice intercept. Following ~ opera-

. I 
tional test, the aircraft and personnel were sent to the Far fist to 

perl."onn a test against suspected enemy targets. 'fbe aircraft arrived 

in Japan on 30 June 1952 a.nd flew five missions* to develop a Jasis 

for planning the experimental assignments. After the prelimiJry mis

sions were flown tha results were evaluated. Then, it was dec~i,ded that 
'I 

24. Monthly Status Report, 1st RSM;; Jul 19$'2. EX 3951. . l I 
25. Historical Data Report, D8S/Operations, Hq, TJSAFSS, Apr-Jun 1952. 

EX h697. . ~ 
~ Although the aircraft was attached to the 9ls t Strategic Rec n-

~;i::~~~s s~;a~~~nUS~;~h;i!.;i-~d f'~~p~~~~d m~;s~~: ~~:::c~~~wn1b,upintel-ligence:i FEAF. Furthermore, the intercept was hand-carried ~o 
Group Operations after each mission for processingo I 

.118 
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all areas of inte·rest would be covered at various hours of c!ay and 

night at optimum flight altitudes to develop a realistic pattern of 

intercepto Also, some changes were made in the installed intercept 

capability (receivers), viz., one of the BC 1269A receivers was re:.. 

placed by an ARR-7 receiver. This change was made to inc~ase ·the 

potential in the 2 to 25 MC rangeo Absence of signals in the VHF-UHF 

range had caused the BC-1269A position to be almost useless. 

Several additional missions were then flown as planned. Preli-

minary analysis was made on the collected data and the follav1ing con-

1 . d 26 c usions were rawno 

Generally:i the signals. received (intercepted) by the air
borne positions were more readable and possessed greater 
signal strength th.an those signals received• (intercepted) 
by ground based positions.* 

The VHF and UHF intercept equipment would tune through sig
nals or miss t~m entirely because of the short duration of 
these signals 0 r ' : . 

Actually,11 the so-called "unique traffic" collected by 
1
the Air~ 

j 1 
I 

borne effort amounted t.o .approximately one per cent of the ,total 

"take." This low figure was believed caused by the neces~lty for 

duplicating ground·station intercept missions. Moreover, !upon 
I: 
'I 
I I I, 

260 Rl.storical Data Report" DCS/Operations 1 Hq, USAFSS:i KRr~Jun 52. 
' 11 

* Two positions aboard the aircraft were duplicating ce~t~in ground 
station interoept missions to provide a basis for comp~isono 

** A receiver which gave visual presentations of VHF sig~~s was ins~ 
talled· and three additional missions were flowno Neve·r(thelessii 
no VHF signals were interceptedo I 
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re-examinati0.:-, of the colle·~ted data by Headquarters, USAFSS, i·t 

was determined that the so-called "unique·trafficll was .standard' mis~ .. 

sion traffic being copfed by the 3rd RSM in~ ·aen:~;J.J.;~ ~e 
signal s tr~Jgth of signals intercepted by the airpome pos:t tio?1$ wal:i 

greater than the strength of the same signal intercepted by grottnd 

stations. It was alsc concluded that the Far East test was incon-

·elusive from the standpoint o! VHF intercept •. Consequently, it we.s 

:n'!C.ommended 'that a similar test be conducted i.Ii an area where VHF 

·~- . . d * transm~sions were 
1
Known proce ures o 

Subsequent to the above. acti'\'1. ty, the 6920th Group propose-1. ·two 

1-'ther airborne approaches to the VHF problem.. First,, the Grou:p 1 re

quested 5th Air Fc.rce to allcw one VHF position to be establis:(1ed 
. . I 

· ~bQS.rd the .5th Air Force comrm.mica. tions· relay aircraf't!"~ The bbject 

' ''of this project - "Blue Sky'' - was to intercept and relay R'J.;;;$ian 

VHF trar.smis-sion to the USAFSS grcu..:O,d stations for p:::-ocessingo; '. 

Secondly~ the Group pointed otJ. t to USAFSS that YOKE .3 re ~t~

naisaance flights which approached SAKHALIN Island on the Mari ~:i!me 
. 1' 

. Coe.st, could be explcited in determining the extent the S<::·Yi.e't1 llhad 
. • • -11-lh"- • I 

co:rve1•ted 'to VHF in air-tc-gr·..::·und commun1cations. At this P,Oint.1> 
11 

* The USAFSS Group in Eu.rope had determined that cert.a.fa Sov~~t MIO 
:regiments in that area had oo:iverted to VHF for certain tY.P,e1s 0£ 
c-.:-munica tions ~ · 11 

. ! 

' 
~* Fifth Air Fcrce used an aircraft to relay· .transmissions frdm the 

TAOC at Kimpc t~· certain fighter sweeps and f'ighter-bon:ber i 
missions. · 

~H!- By Sep te:mber 1952 .11 Vh1' t:ransm:µs s:tons had a.pp!llU'ed in Korea Al How
ever, the USA..'li'SS airborr.e platform had retw."'ned to the ZI, I 

119 
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.tl:-e Grcup requested USP.FSS to'arrange for the installaticr~ of a VHF 

position ab0ard tbe !o'icE· .3 iH.rc~aft.2.7 Concurrently, USAF indicated 

to USAFSS tt'>.a t recording of ·communications transmission. by members of 

Electronic Counter Measures flights would be valuable supplement to 

COMINT~ Also, the Strategic:Air .. Co~ar.d advised USAFSS tr.at it was 

... stand~~ procedure for:its Fe.rrets to record un.1<:nown or. unusual sig-. . . 

nals 1 but that its Ferrets did not have sufficient. spa,::1e aboard fer 
.. ... . ' . 28 . 

the :installati,on o!' a US.AFSS interoept p:)Sition. •' Nevertheless, it 

wae determined that the FE.AF. cont.:r-olled Ferret crews wculd 'make such 

·: reco~ings arJd submit t...1-iem: t~. the: 6920th Group fer prcc.essingo T.n 
;. . ' " 

addition, F'E.AF>agreed .to fu~ish . the Group an airborne ·position !or· 

. VHF sear.'!h. 29 USAFSS concurred with the FEAF Ferret plan on 22 Octoi:::e~ 

providing the inform!l tion derived by the Group f':r'om the· Ferret. record-

ings would .not be made available. to the Ferret organization as normal 
. .. . . .30 

Ferret ··Sl..-pporto I • 

. T~ FEAF sponsored airborne VHF search was imp:l.F.lmented '.)n a 

:. ,l~it.e~ scale by Dec.ember 1952. * Three airmen we:re place1 !on ny4...ng 

, . 11 
27. · Ltrq Hq, 6920th SG to CG, FF.AF, SUbj: Inter:::er;t of 11Vi.ssfan 

VHF Commu.nica tions .1> 8 Oct 1952. s .d., 244. : I 
I I 

28. ':TNXJ ca, USAF$,. to usAF'ss sso,· Hq, FJ"4F, Cite: orn-23la12, 
16 Oct 1952. S .<;lo 245 • · . · I 

·. . . . . . ., 
290. TifX, SSO, FEAF to CG~ USAFSS, Cite: LNF 929 11 17 Oct 52. s.d. 246. . -. . I 
30. 'IWX. CG~ lJSAFSS to USAFSS SSO. FEAF, DTG 221645'Z Oct S2o s.d. 21.i.7. - ~ .. . I ' . . . . I 
* · ·rhe first project flBlue Sky" mission Waii' not .flc-.~n ·until early 

FepZ''Ja:ry 1953 o .. 
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sta-t.u.s &nd debrlefe:d. One airman was attached to the 9lst Strategic 

Reconnaissance Scµ.adron t? fly selected missions. F.is rre.terial· was 

picksd up by courier and delivered to the 6920th Group for proc~ssing. 

The other airmen were sent to. Korea to participate in similar it.ests 
. .. : . 31 

-whkh wer-e scheduled in: that area. 

F~om the standpoint· of combat intelligence the VHF (Soviet) 

traffi~ :i:.nter-i:.'epted as of Nov.ember 19$2 was ancient history by the 

Jt • • d h 692 " . 32 c i . "' · 1· ti f tlme it ar::-ive at t e 0th Group. ommun cations ..1.ac1 1 es rom 

Che Do to Seoul to Ashiya were improved in November, hOY'lever, a~d the 

VHF activity was reported as :r&pidly as the traffic arrived.33 Never-

theless, ir.tercept cf the rapidly increasing VHF t~ar..smissions was 

( still a problem. Also, the proposed integr3.tion of VHF and HF ~cti.-

,"'i~y (.:.omba t) to impr~·.re '!'ACOMINT ~ was pending.34 : : 

I I 
Hl!tABSESSMENT OF TACOMIN'.i.' EFFORI' 

I 

The t:rend of the TACOMINT. effort of this peri.od was toward :a 
i l 

. '' realignment or a m·~re clear det::..nea tion er COMINT ~sponsiblliti[et?. 

par tl.o olar ly in rega Id t.> Ai; Fc'c e ac ti vit.y and ,..a~cns l bilit~ ~ • 

31., Ltr-. :> Hq_, 692Cth SG to CG 1 USAFSSj Subj• Serr;i!!io.Gttlly ProJ1ess 
Report Number· 30, 12 Dec l952. s.d. 2~8. \; 

32. ·mt, 69'!0•,h SG to CG, USAFSS, Cite. SG 664, 28 Sei' l.952. ,.!d. 249. 

3)., TWXi·6;t20th SG to CG, USAFSS,, Cite~ AP 6?5~ 26 Oct 1952. ls.d. 250. 

;L.. Monthly Opere. tional Status Report, 6920th SG, Oct 1952. 
EX 4550 .. 

HQS US/l.FSS TSC NJ ~ ~ ·Off23 

Cc1· ............ (' 

J.)2 
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A-::tu.s.l~y., the pe:r~mi.a.l pr0blem of ~ontrol, co:m:liration, subordina-
. ' ~ . 

tion, u tiliza +.ion ·ar.d suppvrt of the Air F:rce COMINT serv;ice. again 

conditiene;i or· ir.ii'luenced the TACOMTh"T prcgra:n i.'1 the Far East. How-

eve:r·~ the issues resol~red primarily concerned higher headquarters pre-
' ' 

.rcgatlveao TheZ'efore, the Group contlr..i.ied. t.o accomplish the tactical . ' 

m:t::ision i.."l a mann'!!r ,zonsistent with circumstanceo Nevert.heless, two 

*" crystallized iss:JeS,, which influen.ced TACOMINT or field CO~HNT service 

.to Comna:r..ders, w~.re officially disposed of during this per·iod by .a.FSA 

and USA.FSS~ 

Technical Support Issue Resolvedo The issue of technical sup-. 
port, as such, :was :never the· problem that control and proeeasing proved 

I, 

to be. It was the rt!la tionship, real and imagined!! of teT~..nical sup

port to·the otbtr majc~ problems which caused negotiatior1f jrelative to. 

solr..ng the issue.. In brief, AF~A 's authority in thia fie id waa f~driy 
. . . ':Ir 

well-det.e:r~ir.ie4 and reci::ignized by UsAFSS~as ·early as Sept~ber 19490 ... '· 
I .. 

However s. the 11 M Mh11 or :frl,l ti on ·se~mingly developed f:::-om 1
1 
the follow

: I 
: ·1 I 

:ir.g cyde of .reasoning~ -~lftc furr>.ish necessa.ry tech."lical 

1

support to 

field uni tS would require proc~ssing of specific raw dataJ I Therefor~ J 
. I 

it :.ras neJ::.esea:y to control ~ollection and p:C.'Cess en a t~me1y basis on ., . . ! I 

11 all i•elated t.?'8.f:flc.o 11 A·lthough coordination of tech.11ical ·matters bet«een 
11 

· · · · 11 
35. Study> USAFS.S-A~Relations~ May 19h9...J.an 1953, 1-0 5ie;p 195°3. 

~~ The adoption Of t.he '.'.:ntelligence Reporting Agreement b~i USAF and 
AFSA ccyst.al~)'.ied the te:::hni·Jal·support and direct ,comlmunicatior..s 
problems •. See Chapter IV, this Studyo 
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AFSA a.nd ·USAFSS increaeed th:r-oughou t 1950-SlJ some l"etarding forces 

cor.t..inued to exist. G~nerally, those fcrces resulted .from b'.!"Oaol. or 

a'llbiguou.s .definitior.s in t.'lie exist:ing agreements. Moreover, the 

rapid expansion o! the Group· concept of operations sometimes pre~ipi~ 
\ ·; ' 1 

ta.ted temporacy discord. By early 1952, the agencies rqost conc~med· 

were becoming increasingly aware. of the causes of the frictiOn as well 

as the effects. Hence, du::tng April-Jur.e 1952, both AFSA and NSAFSS 

•. began ir..foreal ar.d explo.ratc.t"y negot~a tions concerning further clari

~ica. tiCl11 of U.S. COONT pr•,duction l:'esponsibillties.. In essencesi 

( 

thf:se neg·:;t!ations primarily concerned the defini:tion of 1ttechnical 

backup" and 11 operational control't and the determination 0£ the proper 

£unctional machinery tc accompl;.ishing this dual monitorship. 

The informal a.ppro.a.ch was replaced by a f'omal one in July '1952. 

At that tim~ a ccnferer.ce v1as held in Headquarters, USAFSS. The AFSA 
. . I: 

and USAF.SS representatives proposed to solve the two problems by 

. draf~fag an agr~ereent which would: (a) Phase Headquarters, US4SfS» _ 1' 

out cf tirnel;r COllINT produoticn (prooessllig); (b) pha-. AFSA •~E'.Jnto 
the Technical Suppcrt actbit.yll and (c) refine the requirements\ and for-

36 I ! 
!DE.ts for raw data reports .from the field units. As for the f'd.~t 

objecti·1e:i it was ag~ed that the date for full scale operation! !of the 
.I 

USAFSS Groups and independent Equadrons would re.ma.in l July 19.53 o 

• . I 
Concerni.'1g the second pdntj) .it wa~ agreed that XFSA "NOuld be trr. __ _ 

Decisi.on.s of AFSA-USXFSS Conference.~ 14-17 Jul 1952, 
s ed. 2Slo 

r .. - , .. 
:: ... 

121 

18 Jut!. 1952. 

I.I 

. L. 86-36 
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paramotmt authority !or TEXTA covering all inter:::ep:t1 except the 

Europear, Russian Air cases. { ;;;3 tould b~ ~~ ~aramount authorl ty 

for TFXTA cc'l.·er!.ng this intercept. _ USAFSS would only 1'ill in tech-

nical gaps as required., In connection with the thiro_ point, l!'.;g .. , 

the raw data reporting requirements, it was agreed that the USAFSS 

field ur...its would furnish AFSA, by electrical means, certain tech

:i.;.ical (analysis) digests and one control rep.:;rt. This ref:1.neme11t 

of ex.is ting agreements was designed to elimma te one report and 

reduce _the length of two electrical reports. 

Direct Co111J!!U.TJ.icl!tions I:isue Resolved. In add!tion to de.fining 
, I 

. I. 

P.L. 86-36 
EO 3.3b(3) 

te\'fr,nical eupport respi:-n.sibilities,, the above agreement6 ~Yi necessit.y, 
. I I 

authorized direct COirJllU."licat.ions 'between .ti.FSA and the US.AlfSS field 
' I I 

'..lllits.* C0!-1S·!quentl71 another jomt con.:f.'ere:nce was held ~n Ai.:.gust. 

1952 t-:> define the: direct commtmications p:reroga ti vs deleJJted to ' . . .l I 
AFSA by the Jtly Technical Support Agreement. At that tluie the fol-

1 

37 
l~ing dei'initiorn::i were adopted: 

I 
i 

- ! 

* 

Di!'ect. Corru:runications by AFSA is understood to refer j 
speci.f'foa:Uy to the :follow:L'lg ca tegor.tes of communica-

1
. I 

ti ons with AFSS .field uni ts.. • • · 
, ' I 

' 

llomo to DIRAFSA and Cci, USAFSS, Subj : In terp re ta ti""~ k the 
Technical Support Ag,..ement, 22 Aug 1952. s .d. 252. ·l· -

AFS.A had been COirJ!lunica ting w:i th the USAFSS field uni ts via the 
USAFSS Control Liaison Office in Washington. However 1 \ 

1 
e 

technical support prerogative inherently required dire~t!., corµ-
nr.mic.a tions with the uni ts supported. i . 

TOP SEORET EIDER 
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l. Cban.ges cir queries regarding AFSA 50 per cent of 
AFSS intercept facili tiP-s. 

2 •. Identification· of traffic which has resulted in 
an analysis product, to include message heading 
identification or confirmati~n by D/F. 

J •. _The supplyJ by AFS!t- of all technical CCMINT in
formation which will assist the :intercept identi
fication or analJrsis effort {Of the field unitV'. 

4. Que!ries regarding receipt, utilization, or pro
du:tion of technical :information, as adherence to 
previously agreed upon formats. 

233 

Subsequently, USAFSS procured the circuits to its major overseas 

units. On 4 August,, USAFSS advanced its policy to utilization of the 

circuits. Generally, this policy au thorize·d the use of the circuits only 

fer ~raffle dir~ctly ~oncerned with suPPort cf the intelligenctjmission 

of the USAF Seeu:rH~y Service.38 AlsoJ Headq1.rnrters USAFSS listed speci-
. I I 

I 

fie ca t~gories of traffi·.::: to be transmitted over the circuits a.:td as-

1 \ 
signed a transmission priority tc ~ch ca~gory. Log digests were 

l ! 

placed in the categ•.ny with the lowest p~iority in cor.sonance ~1th the 

.Air Force concept of Group prozessfag and Early Warning ServicJJ 
- 11 

By Octo':>er 1752, AFSA had prccured its direct circuits to!t:ne 
11 ~~ 

rr,ajcr o,rerseas tm~ts cf USAFSS. Therefore, USAFSS proposed 't~t:-'~ 

38. 

! 
AFSS direct ci:n::uits be used to transmit finished cmHNT I 
to Brooks AFB and that AFSA requfrements for such end pro~! 
ducts be relayed from Brooks to AFSA. Any remaining 

Ltr.J Hqt USAFSS t.:i CO~ 6920th SG, Subj: Utilization of JJrect 
Cormnunications Circuits.!' .4 Aug 1952. s.d. 253. 11 

Lt~ • .P Hq.P USAFSS to DIP.AFSA.P Subj: Direct Electrical Cv~~unica
tions1 9 Oct 1952. s.d. ~54. 
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circuit t.i.'r~ would be used to transmit l~g digests·. a:nd :raw 
tra!'!"k' tr.at ·cnuld not be accommodated by the AFSA ci;r:il.l!ts. 
AFSA direct c:t.~uite would be used tc transmit log d!igeets 
and :-aw traffic tc AF'SA and th.at USAFSS requ:h-emer:. ts .ior such 
material woul::l. oa r<Slay~d .from A.FSA to Brooks. 

Howevers AFSA replied that it required all end prod.uc~ts (COMINT} 

produced b-3 lJSAFSS field -units as well as log digests .and :raw traffic. 

Tnerefore, these products and rraterial should be ~c:wa.rded d.1rectly 

from USAFSS field •.mits to AFSA when circuit time would permit. Other-

. L.o 
wise,, the USAFSS proposed. pr::icedures would apply tv the situation o 

'!'herefore,, Headquart.ers, USAFSS.l' M:-ected. the Groups to use the AFSA 

!+l 
direct circuits as follows: 

Transmission priority: (a) Log.digests: and raw t..-affio as 
directed,- to include TEC$UMS: (b) copies or all end prc
ducts for which AFSA was an addressee. 

The AFSS d:i:ect ciro1Jits would be u.sed as f.I' eviously s tip:ilated, ex

cept that TECSUMS we:re reassigned to prio:rity 3 and n-;,t cl.;i.ssifi.ed as 

I ; 

11 
I . I 

40,. 1st Ind (Ibid.) DIRAFSA to CG, USAFSS, 20 Oct 1952. ls.d. 255. 

410 Ltr.s Hq,~SS to COp 6920th SG, Subj: ~tiliza tir' l of Direct 
Cormrunicati02's Circuits, 12 Nov 1952. s.d. 256. I 

* TECSUMS had replaced the Daily Situation Summaries by t~at date. 
Alth.ough the TECSUMS were nothing more than a condensation ar..d :-e
arrangement cf rai'l traff:!.c and required anal,y-tical typ~ jpn:>oess·ing, 
AFSA and USAFSS required them on a timely basis. At tli't..a t po:L.'1 t 
USAFSS justi!'ied the electrical .transad.ssions on the ~Jis that
they were required nby AFSS to meet the in~lligel!'lce ~~uirements 
of the Zone c:f Inte:rfo:::- Air Commands.t.1 NSA later jusM:.l!'ied 
the electrical transmissions of TECSIJMS on the basis t~t th;y 
were neede:! :fvr tttimsly technical support. 11 Actually, jthese 
requir~ment:s were net consistent with the concept and. ~reements 
to al-ii.ft timely reporting tc the field. 
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Reporting Requirements and Procedures Modified. Throughc>ut•l952 

a gfeat deal of ~ff ort was expended on adjustment of field repqrti:ng 

rel.a ti-.re to collection and production of COMINT. This effort C!On

cerned technical (analytical) and control'reports required from the 

field units as well as intelligence reports •. However,, it was p:rimErily 

concentrated on technica.l repcr~ needed or desired by NSA and US/1.FSS 

and the fulfillment thereof by the field units. · 

!:n essence, the trend throughout this period was toward substitu

tion of condensed or· skeletoniz.ed raw data reports for raw trafific • 
... 

The trend probably.; recognized the rapidly.dev~l~ping theater pro~ess:L~g 
,., 

capability. Yet. it was a specific result of :inadeq. uate com.'l!uhlications, 
v . • . 11 

facilities a~ i~·~res.sed collection facilities. The first series ~r· 
such technical ,..por!E to be prep2red and submitted by the fie~ wiits 

were in the nature of diariled traffic.. This program was begun I in 1951 

1
1 . 

' I to satisfy Zone of Interior ar.talysis requirements and tc standardize . . . . . I 
raw data exchange: techniquea a~d formats.* By Ap:dl 1952, the dierlza-. . .· I 
tion pNgram had beer. implemented to the extept that the: Zor:e .!:if 

Interior OOMINT agencies we.re compiling a ·revised teletype roJlroing 
42 \ l 

:is t for dia rized traffic o At that point AFSA ag1·E!e~ to a:lcept ·::ine 

in · i t r'" · -i::-1• b + • I Id c:at:eg.ory of diarized traffie · l eu of raw ra .1.ic, Uv aesl.re: 
11 
I 

42 •. TNX;"cG, USAFSS to CO, 6920th SG, Cite: OAD 70022,, 18 Apr 1952. 
s .d. ~S7 .,-

* ·See Chapter III, this Study. 
i 

I 
' ** This was dia.rhed Chicom traffic.. 

in the field. 
By that· tir:ie the expert~ we :re 

I 
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that the :.:irresponding raw traffic fo1• anothe:- ca. tegcry be fcrwartled 
h"" 

by t, ~le type. ,. 

The AFSA suggestion was implemented by the Group on 29 Apr·ile 

Moreov-er, by Ji.ma 1952 the Group had determined tb.at by rnodi.f'y!:ng the 

jiarization program, the program would be beneficial to G~oup proces

si!".g. * Theref•:>re, the Group p!'oposed the follawL"lg system for the 

diarizaticn pr,,gr-am. 44 

2·4 J.ns.l_ysta at a-a.ch 1.nter::ept site 'Would diadz.e RlSSian 

t:r,affic for that parti~ular site, except USA 38B wI-J.oh had.· only :One 

' Russian po.':li tion. 
! I 

2. Traffic would be forwarded direct from the eites !~-::: the 
• i 

apprc;pr!ate add.ressees 5 including the G:t:'oup.. I 
3. Dic.rized traffic would be worked by Group in lietl .of 

elec t:::::'.::3.'lly traNmitted raw traffic. The couri~r· copy \,.JJ1d 

'• used fC'r baob;p aOO/or studies requiring detailed anal#•· 

4. Traffic would ini tiall:r be diarfaed by one-hour P,eriods. As 

additi a.al • nalys ts became aw ila ble the pel'i <Xi w "'ld be tr"ce:!. 

4J. TllX, 6920 th SG t "· CG, lJSAFSS , Cite< SG 04 6, 21 Ap~.~~~2. -

s.d. 258. \ l 
4.!.+• TWX, 6920th SG t.~ CG,!) USAFSS, Cite: AP 454, 25 Jun :9£'2 • 

•• d. 259. . j I 
* The l!!arJ.y diarl~a tion program was viewed as 11 time-conshmi~ and 

cf little 'ralue11 by the Group. 
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Tnis r;ystem was deemec1 ber!eficial to the Group processing be-

1. The Comrnu."li,~ tions work bad b~tween the sites and the Group 

would be greatly reduced. 

2. The workload (analytical) at the Group would. be decreased 

t.h.ereby 'permitting :taster p:?:"~cessing. 

By August l952J the ~920th Grcup had requested a review by· 

AFSA and USAFSS of all coverage and control reporting requirem~nts. 
, . 

A re:view aimed at eliminating duplication of requirements of AFSA 

and USAFs·s Vias ini tia:ted. 45' Subsequently, AFSA and US.AFSS agr~ed 
upon a fornat f.:;r Techn:!.c.al Daily Summaries (TECSUMS). HcwevJr, 

. 11 
this se:'ies cf Te·.:::b .. "'lics.l Reports was scheduled to replace the l1i)aily . . .· . • . I 
Situation Summa~es (DASITS) 'l'lhich had been required by Headquarters 1 

I' 
USAFSS n to meet the US.AFSS timely reporting commitmer..ts. ut. TnJ 
TECSUllS were to be p~•pa,.,.d at Squadron or Detachment 1"vo1 •1 Jwas 

the d:l..a!'ized traffic. ~ tl::I!' other hand~ the TECSUMS, subllitted 

eve!"Y 24 hcurs, were to ccver the preceding 24-hour period. 1
1

Jso, 

the cu :-off ::late for the TF'..!SUMS was the same at ea'::h etation. Hence,, 

the TECSUMS wou:d arri>'e. at t:~ Grn:ro Ccrnmuni~e.tions Center aJ~ut the 
. . 11 

.same t.ime and over·li:..s.d the fac:l..li t~s. As a result of the abov.le fact•::ira 1 I . 

46e TViX, CG$ VSAFSS to DIRAFSA, Cit~ ODD-23823, 17 Oo~J552. 
s.d. 2610 
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pa.rt :t: the information in the TECSUMS would b-e L.o hours old by the 

time it a. rri.·.red at Group. The mcst timely informa 7;!.0:;1:'. in9lu_ded therein 

'tl'c11ld be approximately 12 hcurs old. 

In order to process interc~pt .. on a_ timely basis; the Grcup n.eede::l 

the TECSUMS at much shorter-'intervals. Therefore, the Gro:>up informed 

USAFSS early in December 1952 that the T.ECSUMS would be si,1bm:i. tted to 

Group by the Detachments evety six hours, and in the oasl!! ::ti tacti:::al 

a.ir/g!'c-und traffic,, the TECSlThfS. would be submitted as each aircraft· 

ser~es went down. Sin:ultaneously, the Group pointed out that Thea. ter 

and Zone of Interi..::lr requirements would. force. 1:..'le; Detach~Jnts' to submit 
: .. . '.. . I I 

TECSTJMS on a six-h.Otu.' and 24-hour basiso ti; Thus, the Or&Jp requested 
• ·1 

I 
USAFSS +~o c.ons!de:r- accepting TECSUMS :>equired by .the CIOPI for periods 

?,8 • 
2es:i than 2)~ h:.11rs.""" 

This prcposal was fo:rwarded to AFSA, ·which had becorrle the Nat:t.·m·:J.l 
I ·. . . i I 

Security Agency (NSA) ~ 'by ,USAFSSo:.r.9 
H0\1ever;i NSA dee!lled t;he 24-hour 

TECSON of prlze i~ortanoe. Furthenncro·, uSAFSS inforir,ed f he Group 

that t!"i.e TECSuMS should .be prepared and transmitted from Ith~ p·::>int 

or inter·:!ept -tc the consumers as was the diar:!.2~ tra.ff.icL~ In a.ddi-
• I 

- I 
tion 1 USAFSS stated tha" .. the pro.,,-l...sicr..::i of the TECSUM CIO· were deaign~d ., . . . I 
to supply traffic suffid_ent).y curr"nt for timely processff by t.'ie 

47 o T~ d:!:;rergence betv1~n NSA and USAFSS requirement..s: plkhed cri the Group 
sometimes resulted ir.. u.nnecessary production bu?d.ens ,[ k fact which was 
recognized and emphMized by a Special Sti.rvey Team, s~il~ from Hq USAFSS 
t.o the Far East Group in November 1952. (See Appendix!~:> Trip Report!} 
Subj~ Report of Visit to 6920th SG» 9 Feb 1953. TSC $13). . 

L6. Tiff., 6920:th SG to CG, USAFSSl' Cite.1 SG 16.3~ 2 Dec. l9:Jl s.d. 262. 

I 
T!fX, GO, USAFSS to DIRNSA, C!. te; OAIJn.l.B-u96037, 23 Dee 52. s.d. 263. 

! 
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Group. The prime reason :for !"equiring the 24-hour TECSUM, as expres-

~ed at that point, was non-receipt of all parts of a TECSUM in case th.:: 

TECSUMS were transmitted at more freq•1ent intervals.So 

Act'.1.9.ll.y, the Group did net have the necessary capability to 

' adequately man the detaci".mer.~t processing uni ts. Moreover .• the Group 

was opposed to this decentralization of timely theater processing. 

Therefore, the Gr•;)Up again. requested that NSA accept the TECSllMS covet

ing periods less than 24 hours~ which would· allow the Group to meet its 

thes. ter requirements vdth~ut duplication of analysis and comW!ica tions 

effe>rt. Als 0 1 . the Group pointed out that the high quality of tI'..e . 

!'e cen tly installed direct circuit from Japan to the Zone of I~~erior 
. i I 

would eliminate much of the pre·-rious loss and delay of messag~ 1partsJ 
. .. I 1 

i.e., the non-receipt of part1:; of TECSUMS transmitted at shortlinter-

q .· 'I . vals."' . . . I · .. 
'I'hc Gro\~p ~- ~ pcs-i ti on and reco11Unenda tions on TECSUM reporting wer-e 

r~ferred ~o NSA by USAFSS with a request that the problem be ~consider~doS'Z 
Neverth8l€SS; no action en the problem .was immedia tel:,~ recoxJldo -~ There~ 
f-:.:re:. the Gl'·oup, aa an al te't'!'".iative to the pres.~rib~d prv()edurlt ·::-:~.oao: 
tc• have ·~he t.·aff: .. : tr·9.nsmi tted twi,::e fNm the point of interJ~pt. The 

first transm:iE.sion was inade at vario·ils short interrrals d;;..r:L.1.g ke 24-hour 

period to per-mit timely processing by Group. The second tr·anT~ssion 
50o TWX~ CG,USAFSS to C0,6920th SG, Cite.: OAD-lB-24344, 15 n4i 52. s.d~ 264. 

5:. T:a:, 6920th SG to CG.11USAFSS, Cite: SG478,.18 Dec 520 ~ld. 265. 

5 · c1 o·•r. ia- 60 2"' De ,.,,.. I · .. 6., 2. TWX.o CG, USAFSS to DIRNSAi te: ~-- 9 J?, .> ,. ::J,; s.a. " --· -. I - -·· 
* The Group did re::ei ve permiss!.on to prepare the TE'JSUMS at t::.•,:,up 

hY·31 during .Januery 19$3. 
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made at the end of the intercept day to meet the Zone of f;terior raquire-

!;'lents. 

Altho11gh "'::he TECSUM Program Vias implement.etl to assist: the Zone of 

Interior COMINT agencies in fulfilling their reporting res~onsibili ties 

delega t-ed by t:he Intelligence Reporting Agreement and to a:neviate the 

technical repcrting :!.c1ad, it actually created another field ~rfor.r.ai::oe 

problem. F11rther, the TECSUM program kept Headquarters, USAFSS, in the 

timp,ly analysis activity be ca \!Se fae TECSUMS required analytfoal type 

processing bef'.:•re they could be included in intelligence ;r~p.:irts dis

seminated by Headquarters 1 USAFSS o The overall teo::hnicalj ~eporting 
( ) . I I \by field units pr·:•gram., had increased to 13 categories Ff r~ports 
by 10 December 1$'5?.. In relation t·:i these requirements,, ff i;:.h were 

established by the teletype prl<::i:"ity f'orwardbg Est, USArr :t-e·::eived 

only twc ':3. tegcrl es, L~. 1 the TFCSUM and Daily Printer Ana:.~~1~ Rep·:l:!"t 
I 

~~ 
(DA.YiE) .-r 

Aside from the readjustment of the technical reports requirements 

and. pr:>eed«1re.s, the intell:!.gence {al.erg reporting on the. ~rt cf USAFSS 

field unit.s was rr.od:!.fied dur.L1g the period. This revis:iOljl -::£ the 
: 

directive gcverning :.h<;se reports was ao.::cmpllshed to elifuinate the use 

o~ the terni '~ale!"t" and to allcw USAFSS to :i,ncre.s.se its cb~nizance of a 

•ituation "1.thout unduly alal'll!ing the Zone or Inte~ior air COMINT 

customers. The revision was actually pro:npted by an alert c.ondi tion 

THX, CG, US.AFSS to 6920th SG, Cite; OAD-l-24294~ 
s .d. 2660 
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called by Detachlnen t 151 to acquaint USAFSS •111 th a :)Ommurd.·.Ja tfons lull 

:l.n Kores.. Subaequently, the CIOP directive was re'tr::l.sed to prevent 

recurrence of the incident. That is, conditions "B" and ncn were 

cha.r.g€d to er.able USAFSS to increase precaution or direct certain actions 

within the Command. Condition tiA" continued to be the a!ertness cate

gory which would be disseminated to agencies outside t.~e Ccrrirnand.~lt 

In connection with th~ intelligence reporting r~sponsibilit.y o~ 

USAFSS 11 Headquarter:;; USAFSS advanced its reporting concept late ;in 

September· 1952. At that time, USAFSS informed AFSA that USAFSS reports 

w.ere tailored to ·meet USAF requirements and that USAFSS would c[osely 

~ontrol this actirl ty for the following reasons: 
. I 

(a) USAFSS wa1s\ res-
1. 

:t:·onsible to USAF for it.a intelligence; (b) USAFSS was respcnsib;I.e ;for 
' 

tte -efficie~cy and timeliness of intelligence produced by its 'Jllits. 

Ther€f,~re; USAFSS would reYiew, cotlSolida te and di.ssemi.nate 
. . ~ ' 

ligence produ·~ed by its mi ts.~ 

the1 :lntel

l: 

\I 
By 6ar·ly June 1952, Ii t R.ealigrJ.l!';ent of COMINT Weather Effort. 

I 
had been dete rmi.ned that AFSA could. satisfy t.~e SAC req'.lirE:'lllen t.9 of 

S't'Tr. by-products and that AWS was responsible for d ete;rminir.g- ~+ 
pure SWI requirements of the k3 .• r Force. These: :latter requiremetlts 

. 11 
would be placed on USAFSS by AWS, while the cy-produc t requi:remrts 

W()'J1.d be placed direc'tly on USAFSS by t.he Air Commar.i:.s conoemedJ USAF.SS 
· 11 

54. TfiX-' CG,. USAFSS to co_, 6920t_h SG., Cite= ODD 9518.3, 19 Nov ~Js2. 
s.a. 261. I 

55. TWX, co, USAFSS to DIR.A.FSA, Cite: oon-23608, 2) Sep 1952. I 
s.d. 268. I 
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vrnu.ld be responsible fur .t'..il.f'illing AWS ..requ!rernents; however, USAFSS 

:c·u"l.d fo:-ward oe::.:·:.ain by-p?•oduct requirements to AFSA fur fu'.lfil:L:.ent. 

Further, AWS indicated a desire to have USAFSS assume the ·l'espC'!lsibility 

for establishing cir~uits between USAFSS field 1.mits and A'!iS Cen~rals. 

At that t·ime, the ~sponsibility was a joint oneo 
56 USAFSS: did agree 

to be responsible for establishing cireuits to the poir.1.t o-f deli-.rery 

to AWS, but would not assume the responsibility for establi:'Jhir.g cir

r.:.:7. 
ou!ts or ope-rat:l:;.g t&rminals within the Weather centrals .... 

From the star.d.point of theater (Far East) realigrirr.ent cf the 

weather -:iapabill t:ies and requirements, USAFSS again revieW!!!d the pro

blem of cclbcat.fon of FWPU (Pacific) with the 692i'.)th Weath~r effort.* 
Ii 

&J .. T-.....ly 'i.9521l FWPU (Pacific) controlled four weather positions,, one 

of whioh was a voice position. It w.s estima;od that lO pf liticra 

would be req 11ired to fulfill ;\!PU (Pacific) ,...qui rem'"' t.o , \ L,. . Group 

had cne and one-!la lf w oa ther pos:t ti ens in opera tior. in Jap a.t and four 

in Ko:roea. It was estilT.iii ted that ·:l!l·! ad.di tional pc:slticn w L1:: ea ti.sfy 

. the \koup \'lea t~.e r requirements. The re r ere, USAF SS b eliej J U1n, b7 

>:>onsol "'.d.ating tha weather efi'ol"t, an overall savin.g 0£ ':l:r..e l!1d cne-i'"-.alf 

pos:itlons and 12 per.sons could be :realized.58 · NeYel."thelessJ no offl::;ial 

$.•~t:!.on we.s t.;.k~-<• c·n the problem during this period. 11 

. IT 
56• lt;.:-.,, Staff Weather Officer to CG,, USAFSS., Subj: Rep·:!:ttt of Visit t'J 

AFSA, 3 June ~52. s .a. 269. 11 

57. TWX1 CG, USAFSS to Hq, AWS, Cite: OID-22293, 11 June 1!9.52. s.d. 270. 

58. Ltr ~ 81: .. ig.ff Wea the::'.' Officer tc CG: USAFSS, Subj: Rep or~ of Vis it t,o 
USAFSS Weather Se~tions and AYIS Weather Cent~als L~ the Far F.ast 
and Alaskan Tteaters of <:perat.ions 9 9 July 19520 Sodo\ r?l• 

* See Wea.tr.er Effort~ Chapter IV~ tr.is Study. 
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In ;."'~pect to Cla!'·ifying theater production problems» US.<\FSS a.;.d 

AWS did adopt a ·~lea:r. weather intercept policyd uring the perlcd 

under consideration. This problem had resulted from the failure to 

place certain weather :infonnation requirements of the Japanese Wea

ther· Service prior to the signing of the Peace Treaty. Fcr·tunately,, 

however, the 6920th GrO\.\P intercept units had occasior..ally1 interoepted 

t:he .. AMP weat~r b?··:.adcasts .in the clear to provide cribbing material. 

Fortunately,, also these broadcasts cont.a.ined the Weather infcnna:tion 

desi:-ed4 As a resu;t.t of the situation., cne squadron p-::isi ticn was 

a.a signed to cover the AMP* broadcasts to satisfy the Tokyc• W~atner 
' 59 I I 

Central weather ~equirements. 

Sfoce AACS waa responsible for fu:nishins clear weathe.r i!'.fi:-rma
i 

tior. to AWSti Hea.dquarterB» USAFSS, vie•ved the Or~up activity ini \that 
~ I 1 

field as tmjust:lJ~iable. Hence, USAFSS instruct~d the 6920t'h o·~rup to 

d::tain a writ~n re::r1irement fer such service from the 2l43=tl Af~ 
Weather Wing or from FEAF. €0 Subsequently, USAFSS noti.Eed AWS1 tbout 
t.1-ie decision and pointed .::iut that the requirement should be. :fulfilled 

~ I 
by AA.CS.,._ Therefc.re,, late in September,.. the ·G:::·.:>up discontinue<d 

I 
11. 59. Lt:-o, Hq, USAFSS to CG1 AWS 11 Subj x Intercept of CJ.ear· Weatner 

Broadcasts, '1.7 Sept 19.5'2. s.d .. 27'2. I\ 

60. Ltr.!' P.q, USAFSS to CO, 6920th SG., S'.:.'Cj i fatl!:TC.eft .c;f Clear 
Weatner Br·oadcasts, 9 Sep 1952 • s .d. 273.· _ . l l 

61.. Ltr., H:;. USAFSS to co, AWS 1 Sutj ~ Inter~ept .:;f CJ.<!!a!' Weat:fuer 
Broadcasts., 17 Sept 19.52. s.d. 272. . \ l 

-~ The AMP broadcasts were made ~in the clear" f:"c;n Pekii.ig, Ohll • 
HQS US.~FSS T$C No ~ S ·C951:J 
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62 
interception ;i.nd disse!l".inatior.;. cf information from the Al{p tr::~d-:;3sts. 

TACOMINT S~l.-vice Recognized. In :relation t.o es t-2bl.'!.s hing the 

TACOMilT!' Service officially., the original concept was enJ.a.rged .:ar:d re-

fined considerably bef-:.re an official decision was ·advan:ced bJ either 

USAF or USCIB. As previously s t.ated, * USAF t~ok the first. offi::ial 

i::t.!p to appr·:We TACOMINT exploitation in December 19.5'1 b;f drafting a 

propc.sed regulation for utilization of such data. Ai:thouf?;h this pro-

posed :regulat.ivn recognized the urgent tactical ~eed for certair. ca te-

gories of COMINT; it did not provide f.:ir a rapid and inexper,.;.;.i.-.re ::;ys tem 

for e1.plo!. ta tion of the required intell·!gence :1 -~ ac-:ord:lng to the .::ur= 

6" rent; US • .'\.FSS TACOMINT concept • .;> Hcwe-v-e:r, before US!Ji95 rlpl:!.ed offi-

cfally tc t.he USAF pNposal, USC!B 1.3/234 was published.. Tds f.aper 

propc-sed a r·nisic11 of Appendix B of t:he BRUSA Agreeraent~ i 
; 

.,. . .. 

.J. i:, a..:.sc 

divided COM INT in to thret! ca tegwies. Since USJ..FSS vi~we<;t the defini

tion of Category III COM!NT, defined by USGIB 1J/23l, a::; 
0

!; q·nasi approach. 
; I 

tc tt .. e Ai:r Fc:;•~e TACOMINT requireme:.-it, th-'! proposed TACOM!N':i' zegulation was 

re·;ri::;ed by USAFSS to include the foll!'.:l'lir;g tj"Pe:s 
64 

Tactics.:!. 

~xplc·it.a tion: 

63. 

6 
. 11 ' 

His wrica ::!. Data Report, 920th SG .a Jul-Dec 1952. TSC 2J50. . . l l 
fl'.isto!'ic.a.l Data Report, DCS/Operations, Hq, USAFSS, A;p:.--Jnn 1952. 

EX 4697. 11 

:st Ir.td (Ltr AFOIN...C/SR M CG, USAFSS, Subj; (Confi.der:.r;ial) PropCQed 
'1 R~gulaiion f-o~ Tactical .E!<cplcitati·:m of Ccmmun:lcati~hs I!:.telligence/' 
2: Dec 1951), Hq, USAFSS to D/I, USAF~ 8 Apr 1952. r~. do 271. 

See TACOMINT, Chapter IV, this Study, I 
'8f e""er'-~ r-o·,,.-.,.·1v.a·o"'-" ,., ...... n,, ... fc"' ,..,, .. J..-{,..~ , . .,.,,., ... -,.;• .. ~B11 USAFS.S E-ls ~ exploited ., .; ... hww... .1. ••• .,. ~.... ........ .. e;c "l·"'-''o ..-.~,. ···-~"""" 

revi.sed and/or a USAF TAGOMINT regulation pub!!sb-ed d.i~rlng the pericd. 
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l. :·\I'ranslations of plain la.nguage messages,· il:",clud
ing procedure signals. . 

2. Direction finding and traffic analysis to support 
RDF. 

J.' Solution of codes» oiphers a.nd .special systems of. 
low security grading·, as my be specified. 

This J.atter spe•.::ies was define.d by USAFSS. as "such. systems employed 

in te.ct..ical situations for transmitting information to be used as a 

basis for immediat.e action." It included grid systems~ coTre.r" designa

tions and other syste.'45 designed for brevity or li.mi ted securi. ty. 

Sb: days ·after USAFSS submitted its revision of the proposed 

regulation to USAF, the USCIB Merr.crandum 13/241, dated 11 April 1952.!' 

w~ s publi.s hed. This paper proposed certai,..ri standards or defin:H.ions 

r· * .1 · 
\· for various categories of COMINT. It also directed SECCOU · to :p.repare. .. . 

a d1•aft Annexure to the proposed revision of Appendix E of fae 
1
:B.RUSA 

. I 
' . 

.Agr-e'ment whi~h wou!:.:'.: "establish the precise basis .f·n' assigni::lgi pom-
• . , I 

6$1; 
munfo& tions ma teria'.!. t.~ the app:ropria te pi'•:>pe:aed ca tego:ries." I ~gain 

: I 

USAFSS ·riewed the tentative interoretation of TACOMINT (categocyi In 
. . 1 l 

COMINT) as tee rigid., Tbere.f-::re:- USAFSS prepared its i.."'lterpret?f.ion 
I! 

-:if ·:::a.teg<>ry III CO:Pt.INTs based on current combat ·services and refyi:re~ 

!!'':"!'.ts,, and submitted the ir:.terpretati-::in tv USAF fer apprvva.l as: yhe 
. ~I 

'°·'t ·:::fl'i·:::ia.1 Air For~e position relative to TACOMINT explcitat.ion."" i 
l 1 

66. 

1 J 
Paragraph I, Memo for the USCIB Coo!dinator·, Subj: Draft ~qnexure 
tc the Proposed Appendix B of the BRUSA Ag .. ree~rit: 8 luly 1,

1

9.

1

52. 
s.d. '27$. . 

1t~., P.q, USAFSS ·to D/I~ USAF> Subj: Defi.niticn of Categcrly,I III 
COMINT, 12 May 19.52. s.d. 276. 

!'."' ~. ('~: : ..... 

* Security Com.'!lh.t~e. 
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S·.:~~ equently, an Ad H(:),S Committee prepared the draft A:mex:ure tc 

th<! p:r·:p·:.::s~d revision or Appendix B as directed by USCIB 12/241. It 

is a matter 1:;,f record that the Annexure reflected the Air F,;rce and 
j. 

USAFSS c cncept of Ca. tegocy Ill· cou:nrr (TACOlITNI'), because the po:-tion 

ct the dre.ft Annexure relative to Categ•='l"j" IIl COMINT de.finition a:;d 
er 

utilization stated that: ' 

Ir~ m:i.l!2i"Y application, Category Ill will be prc-du:::ed only 
fr·~ t.a.ctical col!l!llimications and wi'll include cnly that 
fr.formation which csn be der-lved from: (a) plain text.: {b) 
D/F and asse:C'ia ted T/A inyolving no interpretations of 
"=-hanging complex cal: signs or frequency systems; and {c) 
the sol\.;ti.:::r~ cf grid systems cover desigr..ation,, procedure 
signals and other systems designed for brevity or limited 
s-e!~urity.n I : 

Th!.s draft A:nnexu,re:. submitted t~ SECCOM ~n A luly "952 JJ:..s ~ ~e-· -m-

..:i d t:" · 'h ·+ d t in h .• v ~f. ·r·~ I '~.~ ·:~ · 
m&&v.e ~ ,!lat au-c on cy to e erm e w .en a speci ic m~.:.::. t· r:y si tua ...... ,:.-n 

11 
wa;'ra:-.ts ~;he assignment and .r.andling of Category III COMUl[I· be d~lega-

... .1 
ted to tt.e Senior I.r..tellige~ce Officer at the repartmentaCL er. Ministry 

le7"lo At that time, this authority waa vested in USCIB-~IB. 68 

Mea.ntimti; ... the .::ou:tse of events in ·the Far East ;::a:itihhed to in-
" I I 

nuenc• H" AL• F<n'co apprOaeh to the problem. !>;ring Feh<:ary 1952, 

th~ t920U. G::o'ap ar;d JADF developed a pl.an fCJr ea:.-ly warning services 
. . 11 , 

(TACOMINT Supp,::>rt) for aircraft engagec in classified m!si;;i,:.n;s. As 

·11 
s ta:ted in Ch;.pter IV of this :study J this proposed plan r~h1•:ed from 

l'el<:r.:l:.reir;ents p:i..a::-ei by JADF and authority implied· in a r-Jlsed USAFSS 
11 

67. Memo fer the USC!B Coord:!.nator; Secticn II!, ParagraJJ ;.c, 81.!hj ~ 
Anne:xure to t.he Proposed Appendix B ::if the ·BRUSA Agy·~dmein t.11 
8 July 52. s.d. 2?7. 
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CIOP governing alert procedures. (The CIOP authorized passing of 

alert data by secure voice codes over either land-~ines ·or radio tele

phone lir..ks). 
69 .. This. plan was forwarded t~ FEAF and USAFSS in·April. 

1952 for concurrence.. Essentialfy, the plan proposed that the Group 

would be suppiied advance data on' Ferret flights scheduled to approach 

se.~sitive areas. Then, the USAFSS tmits could watch for hostile ·reac

tions to the Ferrets and !'lash a code warning by land line to JMJF 

ra.dar sites 'in event of attempted int.ercept on the. pg.rt of Soviet 

Fighte:r-s. The .radar control. centers would then flash a code warning 

to the aircraft in question, which would immediately- take evasive 

action. 1 1 

I I 

P'.e:adquarters, FEAF forwarded the plan to Headquarters, USAF; on ... 11 . 

8 MA:r 1952~ e.rrl AFOIN relayed the plan to. USAFSS., At that time1
1 
AFOIN 

· i I 
::Jtated that "the sensitivity of Ferret operations would· appear te 

. "'0 11 
desenre special protection such as outlined. 111 Also, AFOIN relested 

iremediate comments .from USAFSS relative to the protection plannld and 
. I I 

thl! pr·cponad er.de tc be ·!!!!!plo~--ed. · Four days later USAFSS submi~ted its . i! 
oti:tdal :position on the ~GOMINT problem to AFOlN as .previous, I 
pointed out in this topic .. * '!here.fore, on 22 May l9.52s USAF L'4!1"med FE.AF 

------- I us·1:1ss. J""'-''*r.I ir.r2. 69. Hist.orical Data Repcrt11 DCS <:perations, Hq.9 .11.1' , <>.u~Jia1 7;> 

70. TWXll AFOIN-.-C/SR to CG, USAFSS., Cite: AFSBA l20s 

* See US.AFSS Interyretation of Category II! COMINT~ 
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/ 

t.!"'.a.t the plan was approved, subject fo use of low-level T~4.COMit-i"T only. 

Furtt.er 2 USAF s ":a t-sd that the pre-arra~ged ground-to-air ¢ode must be 

considered as .compromised when the system was used one time. This in

!o:::'l"'.Ation was passed on to the 6920th Group., which info:rn:-ed. Headquar-

ters about the USAF approval cc 30 Mayo 

Also, the Group conctirrently requested a definition and specific 

example of lov1-level TACOMINTa At that time 9 the Group stated~ 

"Believe and ret;ornmend low-level TACWD.'T should include a'l:l gr"und/ai1·~ 

air/g:round a:o.d a;ir/a:ir t~n..;missions.» both voice and c;W, and all PVO 

tracking tra.t'f'ico 1171 FEAF .also requested USAF to define lio:w-level 

TACOMU.1T, which USAF did on 10 June 1952., Tb.is definit.ion :was very 
'I 

,simi.la:r to 'the USAFSS definition of 
. ~ 

en 12 May 1952 .. 

Categor-J III COMINT advanoed to AFOIN 
'I . : ' 

I ! I . 
Concurrently, a UoSo Ferret air:Nft was lost and FF.AF i.'1structed 

. I 
· · 13 I 

JAJJF and the 6920th Group to implement tJ.1eir plan.. FEAF ;ilso 

cauti~ned the Group to pass the.pre~rranged warning tot~ JADF con-
' . , I 

troll.cl'" only when traffic :L.,di.ze.ted t.hat enem;r fighters were being 

vectored en targets in the mbi1ty ar the u.s. Ferret. HHever, t.'le 

pla11 was not full,y implem'!llted in June 19$2.!l oacau::ie the A0&W radar 
· 11 

site at Wakkanai (Site 18) was unable to contact the drcr~ .. ft concemed. 
i I 
11 

7!... TWX.!> 69Wth SG to CG, USAFSS 8 Cite: SO l98i> 30 May 195.2. Bed. 279., 
. 11 

72. TWX9 6920th SG to CG$ USAFSS.!> Citei AP 8979 15 Jul 1952

1

. sod. 280~ 

73p Monthly Status Repori:;i> 6920th SGll Jun l952o EX 3248., 
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Subsequently,. AWS expressed a desire' for Early Warning services 

£or its weather .reconnaissance aircraft. This request posed another 

problem.. The communications :practices employed by the weather 

reconnaissance aircraft preV:ented the standard prooed~~ f~~m .work-

' ing. 'l'he radio operator aboa:rd the aircraft was consta,ntly trans-
'.'· 

, mi:tting weather information back to ~e heme base and,, therefore, could 

not "gua:rd." the required alert frequency. Cmsequently, the Commanding 

General.I) JADF ordered another transmitte.r installed' at Site 18 which 

• could guard the frequency required for. Early Warning to the Weather 

reconna!ssanc.e aircraft. Concurrently» FEAF placed a continuing 

requirement on the 692oth Group for complete data* on all attemp~e.d 

interception of UoS. Ferret,, except those used, in the 

74 
tions. 

. i i 
Koi"'f!an Op~ra-

. 11 
.~ : t 

I, 
Almost s.iinultaneously with the implernenta.tion elf the Ferr-et! 

. I, 
Early Warning Plan -:- ''Project Bittereweet11 

-- s.:&:::COM approved rr 
draft Annexure pt'epared by the Ad Hoc Committee. However, 1 t Md to 

l I 
be approved by USCIB and for't"arded to I.SIB for approval, a proc11ure 

which would require sever.al weeke. Hence; to expedite approval l ~f the 

Air Force TACOMINT concept .of cperat,ions and to gain interim c.f,,eial 

recognition of spe~ific Air Force TACOMIN'I' r~eds,, USA.FSS fo?'Yfarded a list 
11 

74. Monthl.v Status Report, 6920th SG, Jul 19.52. EX 3590. 

i 
* This infcrma ti on was to be relayed throt.gh appr~·E-d COMINT ~l:s.r.ne ls. 

.· . ... · . I I . 
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of Air F·~r~e Cat~go:ry IlI COMINT reqairen:~nt.s to USCIB on 3 July 1952. 

USAFSS al.so req·le~ted approval of this interim list by USCIB and its 

ea:t"ly transmittal to LSIB for approvalo This list includedJ Types of 

COMINT Iesulting from exploitation of pla!.n language, D/F_. T/A, and 

C/A solution of R/T and C/W cormiunica tions employed by the Soviets, 
7~ 

Chinese Cormnun:is t.S 'or North Koreans in the fo110"ing instances:·"" 

l, Immedtite impending action against aircraft engaged 

in combat in Korea. £:'.That was being accomplished by Detach

ment 151 in Korey. 

2 o Imedia te impending actions against U .s. Fe ;:ore t 

Operations [!EAF and the· 6920th Group had been seeking this 

a ,1thcri ty for months 3 and USAF had approved it on 12 yune 

1952.s one 9,ay before the Soviets fighters destroyed a U. S. 

Ferret vff +.he Maritime C<:Jas!:?• 

3. Immin~nt h~stile air ac t.s against the ,fapanese "-:!.r 
i 

Defense Force. L1'his was a full TACO~INT service to ~~si.st 

i I 
in the defense of Japan; this service to be maintained in a 

hi h ta. . f d' . . ... - d i I g. s 'te o rea mess, e.g., ·~omrnunica w.c-ns ar. proc~-
. 11 

dures established. and to implement the service immediately 
, ! I 

upon receiving a Conditicn it A" notice in accord.ance wf th '11e . . I I • 

USAFSS CIOP. The Group had already prep~red and coor.:i.Jnated 

a plan f~r the servic~. 

75. Ltr w/Incl., Hq {,JSAFSS to USCIB Sec~tariat~ Subj~ uJ4-F Category 
III Communications Intelligence Requirements~ 3 J\ll 1952. s.d. 2810 
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4. Imminent h~s tile air acts against the U .s. Air Forces 

in Europe LUSAFE_:T. 

5. F.arly Warning of attack against the Continental United 

States. 

6. Early warning of ai:i attack against the U.S. Forces 

in Alaska.. 

Aside from deleting the ri_ght to tactica!.ly exploit crypto system 

I'. 25x3 fl·USOI-B ·generall;Y.approved. .. t.h~ Air F~;c~··.··~~~~~~~·~~~~~~e-
ments on 18 July 19.52 s.s an interim measnre, pending resolution of 

. i6 
the proposed revision of Appendix B of the BRUSA Agreement. Sub-. 

~equent~·, th~ 6920th Group ag~eed that Crypto Systemj ·. =25x3 ~~a 
net essential to the accomplishment of the Air Force TACOMINT missiein. 71 

Furthe:rm~r'e ~ cm 21 July 1952 i> the USCIB coordina. tor 111 a messa~~ to SUSLO, 

London, 

pending 

I 

requ.es\:ed com:urrence in cer·t.ain exceptione to AppendU:C I B, 
~ i I 

the canpletion of a major policy revision of Appendix Bf These 
I I 
I. 

exc~ptions were "use of COMINT 5.fl a basis for operational ordei'S in 

! I 78 
Korea and to support Fern:it Operations." 

'' 
! ' 

Agains USAF and USAFSS attempted to get a TACCMINT !"egula~~or. 
! : 

published. Aga.int USAF (AFOIN) dre.ftr-d a regulation reflecting ;the 
. I I 

eurre:.;t -::oncepts and sub~itted it to USAFSS on 25 Augi.is t 1952 f.cr con-
. 11 

eurrence. Eoweverj USAFSS wi-th.:t~ld cc·ncur:rence 9 pending the !4J413 
76. Te~h Note, CCO to CCG_, Cite: WOC/CCO 1451, 19 Jul 19'52. s.1~0 282. 

77. H!.stori:cal Data leport, OOS/Operationsll Hq US.Al<,SS~ Ap:r-Ju9 1952. 
EX iJ697o I 

78. TWX, USCIB Coordinator to SUStO, Cite~ 'YIL 119, 21 ,Jul l952i. ~.d. 283. 

* 
25x3 
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reaction to USC!B 1.3/268, wh.i.oh embcdied the proposed ?"!vision of Appen

dix B of the BRl'JSA Agreemento The ad•.rance LSI.8 reacM.on to the USCIB 

paper arrived early in October 1952. It indicated that I.SIB would 

agree to the 11 Y'' type service in Korea, but would not agree to the 

"Bittersweet" operation. There.forl!.11 on 9 October USAFSS informed AFOIN 

tl':at the proposed regulation needed to be revised to d~l~te support of 

Ferret ope:<a tions and to provide fer use of TACO.MINT in rnee ting the 

Early W:s.rr.ing requirementao · 'l'~na USAFSS reeommended ti'~t. the fol-

79 
lcl?'ing pa:t-agraphs be incorporated in the proposed regulation .. 

79~ 

1. Th~se provisions are applicable tc- such Co!'llilands as may be 

authorized by the Director of Intellig~"lce, Hq USAF:, to receive 

and take ope:::-aticmal action based on TACO.MINT.. Normally., such 

author~ation will b9 given only to Commards which ar~ c.r will 

be imminently engaged in car.bat or which have a requ:j..rement for 

Early Warning :inf'ormationo 

. ' ' 
other than t.he>se who have been specifically authori21¥ tc 

i: 
re~ei~ i to However, TACOMINT may be used as the ~~ie for 

, I 
operational orders to aircraft or air units whi~h e~~ or will be 

imminen.tzy engaged 1n combat with t.he enemy. In t.h~s~ circU.l!lStan-
. I l 

=-~th:.:::::~:: :~:ia:i::n:i::·::~:n~ leminatBd 
l&t Ir..d (Lt~o 3 AFOIN ·to CGs USAFSS, Subj.~ (Confiden~~l) Regu!B-tior. 
for t.he Se:~urity and Diasemination of Tactical Comirl'lt"lt~aticns J.ntel
llgence ( T.ACOMINT) 25 Aug 1952) Hq, US.AFSS to D/I, USAF :i 9 Oct. 19$2. 
Sodo 284. I\ 
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While USAFSS wae ·awaiting some react.ion from .. LSIB, events in the 

Far East were changing the TACOMINT utilization plans in that area. 

In Aug'.:.st» the Navy, ASAPAC and the 6920th. Group agreed upon a ·mutual 

e:x.t:tange of Early warning information. 'Ihis move was designed to 

insure that all indications of impending hostilities were available 
80 

to th6 three agencies. Also, FFAF requested the 6920th Group to 

develop a plan for employnient or TACOYINT to assist in Air Defense of 

Japan., This plan was prepared in conjunction with JA.DF., It was ·based 

. 81 
on the operations or Detachment 151 in support cf' the 5th Air Force. 

Concurrently, over-nights in the Hokkaido area by unidentified air-
1 
; I 

c:raft began to increase. In addition~ a u.s. E .. 29 was d-estrcr;-~4 by 
i. 

Soviet !ig!lters near Nemuro on 7 Octobet' 1952. 

!Irmediately~ followL~g the loss 0£ the B-29, JADF initiateJ\a 
request. £or a Voice InteNept Team to deploy to Nemuro to moniJ~r the 

I, 
Russian GCI in th!l.t area. FE.AF' concurred with the rein•est on t!he basis . . "'~ Ii 
or testing the site. 82 However, the 6920th Group replie~ that INlemuro 

I * off~:r~d no trriique inter~ept in comparison -.1ith W'akka~i ir.tercep~. · 
I 1 

----~ ~ - I 
80. Ltr.:> Kq~ 69Wth SG -to CG, USAFSS, S1.£ti•: Semi-Monthly PrJgNSs 

Report Nur.:iber 22~ 12 Aug 19$2. e.d. 2~0. I\ 

Sl. Ltl'. 1 H:J., 6920th SG to CG 9 US.il.FSS.11 Subj: Semimonthly·Progr•l·ss 
Repo1•t Number- 23s 28 A"J.g 1952.. !l.d. 28$. " • . P l I 

82. Ltr., ff'.}~ 6920thSG to 03£\ USAFSS, Subj: • .:iemimcnthly.rogr\es~ 
Report Number 27, 27 Oct 1952. s .,d .. 286. 

* ASAPAC had test~ N'-'..mU?"{• in .19.51 and had drawn the sa:iie conl\ 
elusion. 
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· Tr.eref'v:"'!. JA.DF in:f'o~~ F&\F on l4 Octob~r that 'the n!quirement was fc-r 

07-!l"flying Hokkaido. 'l'he Gr.oup request.!d JADF to confirm the require

ment and se-nt an inronnat.ion ;-:;opy· or the request to USAFSS along ·Rith 

the Group plan for supplying the Sel"Viceo 83 

Two da;rs l.atarp USAFSS •ired the 6920·t·h Gl•oup as fol.lo!l!s: 
84 

• o e • Ir TACOMI:r..'T pape·r approved by USCIB, DIR .OF INTEL, 
Hq USAF m1.l3t apprO"re TACOMINT in each 3pe\;ific Situa.tion; 
this Hq 11 h·::l'fever$ c.'3nnot oonO'lr in proposed facility at 
Nemur-J if COM:nrr !.s <:.c b:e used to "Vector Aircraft.u Con
sider such utilbation as jeopardizing r1.:iture capabilities. 

Simultll:r.~'uely.!' TJSAFSS -t;ransmitted both messages te AFOIN and informed 

that agency tha ti -!-.,he USAF SS opinions and recommendations. would foll~ 

immedia te::!.y o 
85 

Conou-rren:tly, the; Tec"=Jil frc-m the 6920th Group began toe operational 
JI 

test a't Nel!Joro .. Ne,•i:n."'thele!!1'a, i.~ acc;;·::d.ance with the u~·ss viewpoint, 
I' 

the in.forms. tivn· f'fas not passed to the JADF controller~ H~ce 2 on 

19 October FEAF N·~•;J!sted Headq,~rt-e~ USAF t-0 cbtai.1:1 ai1~lol'i ty for 

tha team to fnl£ill the JADF req~.~1'!1l::h!nts !J v"iZo 3 p:ro"l'ide ·IJn exte.nded 

1 I 
-·~-·--.. --'i'""---u::..-.------------------r-:-~-------

1 

8j., T?i'X» 6920t.h SG to Hq.11 USAFSS, Cite~ AP 455' l' 16 Oct 1
1,95

1

2. 
Bodo 2e.70 

eli.o TWXg ca, t!eAFSS t~ co, 692oth SG, Cite~ ODC. 2~818, 1JI ol ct 1952 .. 
e ... do 2aa.. .. _ I 

8.50 TNX, CG,, US.Ui'SS to SRB, USAF" Cite~ ODC-238.1..9 9 lt\ Oft 19520 
Sodo 2890 
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Ea1•ly W~:::ning .Service to the .. YJJJF Controller at Nemuro in the form of 

radar plots f:r•:>m the voice intercept. At that time the Nemuro radar 

capability for scrambling aircra. ft was limited by the :;quip~nt and 

the distance from Nemuro to the nearest operational Jet BAse 0 86 

The FF.AF request was referred to USAFSS by AFOIN for evaluation 

and canments. &.1 that d,_te, USAFSS had received advance inf or.ma tion 

on the LSIB ~action to .US.CIB 13/268, whi~h indicated that I.SIB would 

not ooncur in tile rela:xation of the BRUS~ Agreement in respect to 

employing COMINT for Ferret protection. The legality of the "Bitter-

5l'f~etri o:pe:ra.tion .and the possible effect of the Nemuro operation on , I: 
.future COMINT eapab1l1t.ies caused USAFSS to reeOl!lfie.ld the disa:pproval 

. I' 

of the Nemuro project and the discontinuance of .the "BU.terswee~tt 
87 \ 

~aMmo ; 
I 

I 
Subsequen·Uy11 I.SIB advanced its decision relative to the USAF 

Ca tegc,;7 III CO?fiJ;T r>&.1uil""eit1eltB. In brlef 1 I.SIB agreed to th~ I TACO-
\! 

MINT operation ir.. Korea" but did not concur in :relaxing the BR'l!JSA 
. 11 

Agre~mer1t relati~1~ t-o protecti•:;n of Fe:rret s.ircr!Lft with TACOMlNTo 

lloreover, LSIB reguostod permi'9ir.n to send Sri ti•h COl!IllT re~jsor.t..
tives to th!! F.t:r- Ee.et to obs.erv!t TACOMINT cperations. ea As a Jsult 

of the above factors, USJ..F disapproved the Nemuro project and 

860 TW-.;Cii Hqsi FE:l.:F t,o Hq, USAF, Cite: LNF 035, 19 Oct 19$2., 
s.d. a90 .. 

Technical Note: CCS to cco, Cite~ 
!'ode 291., 

CGS 1772ll 22 Oct 19$2.. j 

88. Technical lJcte: CCO to VCS 1 Cite~ 
s.,d. 292. 

l """"" 'r.ro ""ll6 2·~ o-.. .., ... ,.,2 UJJ•..1/ '..I., ,; . 1J ::. ~ y •Y? 0 
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instt"U;:;ted FEA.T:' t-0 suspend llBittersw~etl! operB.tionso At the same time
1 

USAF· informed FEAF about ~he pet!ding Bri tiah ·rl~it to t.r..: Fa:' F.ast and 
J. 

suggested th.at the Yi;!it would be ;;u1 opportune time to emphasize the 
89 

urgent need for prot~c~ion ~f· a~~cr&ft by use of COMINTo Also~ USAF 

inst:r-ucted USAFSS to "initiat.'l! action in conjunction with such agen

f';;!~J! M ;rou !)JS.4.FS§] d~l:!m s.pp!'cpr...a te * to !'ormuhte a suitable plan to 

utilize COMINT !or pz'O-:ection .:,£ USAF Ai:rcraft., 11 90 

Since NSA h'9.d beer. created frcm the fl"!lmework of Af'SA and haJ. 

been given operation.al and tecbni::al control of th.e UoS• CmtINT agen ... 

o!~s by tru..t d.a 1:1!9 USAJ•'SS !.:11foroed. the Di1·e~toril NSA about the Air 
'l 

91 
Force reque.:it. and reccrnir.6nded a conference on fae problem~ 1 .Subs.e-

qu.~ntly, USAFS.'3 wai; info:med that NSA had attaoka-:i the problem from the 

The ref ~ie , 3£i t~ in 

'' Decell'ber 1952.9 1JS.AFSS requ:e;!ted a conference 1 so th.at a Bt\:i!taole pla.n 

could be developed in time to present th\\! ~:an t.-:> t:~:e Bi·i~i!sh u:c•on 
• i I -

I' , I 

-------~- *- n_JJ ___ . 
59e TWX, SS0.9 P.q3 USAF to SSO_, FEAF ~ C:!.t-e: AFSBA 1233 2e IJ\ov 1952. 

Sodo 29Jo · I 
l 

90. '!WX!) .sso:1 Hq, USJ..F ·~'-' GG; usAFss, Cite:~ AFSBA 2809 291] NI av 1952. 
Sodo 25'Uo 

9lo Te-l:hnical Not'.:! l OID to CC09 Cite~ OID 2238, 15 Dec 1952. s.d. 295~ 

1ld. 296. 
I 
I * USAF :!.:!!'1.1-ed the above instructions .:in 28 Nov 1952., ?;3A waz cr-eated · 

on 4 Nov 19$2. Al though USAF ha.d. r:ot changed the stat~~ ef' the 
USAF Securlt.y Se!""nc·!·~ it was aware of the pro;'isions hr NSCID Ne .• 
9 Rerl.: e-i!. . I I 
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MODIITCATION OF T..4.COMINT TECHNIQUES ANO SERVICES 

Many pr6ctices or methods o~ TACOMINT collection and production 

w"re revised, altere(! or changed completely by the end of 1952. Pro

bably the greatest number of refinements or modifications occurred in 

the collection effort, analytical effort and intelligence production 

efforto These alterations were primarily the result of modified com

munist air tactics, specific requirement~ of the UN Tactical air units, 

ei-pansion of 'l'ACOMINT effort, and the overall USAFSS approaches to 

e:r..ist.ing problems. 

Modification of TACOMINT Techniques.-By April 1952ft the: tratffic 
- v ' l l 

interc'!pted by Team I at Seoul had begun to decrease. ThU!i, it '9~s 
· I I 

decided to re-establish Team I ~d:vanced. * However, it was decid~a to 

deploy the advance.1 btercept unit to Cho Do bumd in the Kore:.:h &y. · 

'Ihis decision r~~ulted prinarily from the quality of tNffic intifoepted 
II 
I I 

in a test conduc~d earlier en Cho Do. The test effort had collected 
. 'I 

11 
some very good air-to-&ir" air-to-ground and ground-to-air traffic. 

The move '!fas i''Ul'ther innuenced by the fact that the 606th AC&W J luadron 
I 93 

•~as establishing a ground controller and. another radar set en Cho Do 

Detae'l..-enj 151° :i?.arly in Ap!1..l 1952, the planned consolidation of '4"1 .., 

. I 
I 

930 Historical Data Report, 6920th Security Group~ Apr-Jun 19.52. 
I 

&X 3482. 
. , 

* See TEAM I, Chapter IIIs this Study. 

I 
HQS LISAFSS TSC No ~9·09525 

............. o~. C'Jpies 
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racili ties was begun.* The first consolidation, at Chosen Christian 

U::i5.v-~rsity, wa~ compl~ted by 12 April. This placed all se·~tions 

cf the Deta·:.hment, i.e •Jl C/W intercept, traffic analysis., t:.r-anslation 

and ;;:ollllliunica tion! in +h~ sall'.ie bui.lr:lil".g. Also, Ca.ptai.!1 Cho's IDK 
... 

capability was relocated in one Wing or the Ur.iversity and T~aril I 

wa.s !Iloved frcm s hill approximately 200 yards floom the lJnivers:i,ty to 

the tov~r' -of the min building. Thus, all elements ·of D!!tachment . .·· . 
151, except ·Team I advan·:ed and Team III "Wer~·C"onsclidated in the 

Uni7ers:1.ty. T·:!am III w.as la t..er !'@located i....i the Uni"V7rsity. In addi-
... · 

tion» by April 1952, the gNduate,s..-of the USA.PSS Ltnguage Training 
_ ... 

Program at Yale had arrived.in.the Far East. These graduates wen 

.,rg-anized into Team rr:ufand equipped to perform th6 mi,,sioo o:f 

T-eam I[ I,; .. ;5x
3 
~ .... ~ jj ~e U.S. Team took ov-~r-the Chinese Voice inter

;!ept effort on 23 May and the[f--;;;;=br Team II wer<:! phased out or 
9il 

the operation the f'ollowL"lg day. 
1 

• 

I 

Meantime~ a combinat.:1 .. on of :f'o~es had begun to influe~ce the 
I 

&.~tual op. e:ration of the TACO.MINT e!'!Grt in Korea by late M1_y 1.952. 
I I 

First, the Ccmm·11i!ist air t5.ctica and comur ... lca tions ·procedhres were 

i I 
modi!!ed in a manner which indk.ated greater s.ecurity 011 ~i pll.!"t o:f 

th" C~r!ununiets. S~H~ond, some of th~ Voice (Canmunist) GCI\ to~m1ica-

tfons began to disappear. Third. 9 the 5th Air Fore~ reques~ more 
I 

:;:pacific locations (grids) on airborr.;! Communist a:lrcnft, j 

Historical Data Report~ 6920th SG.9 Apt"-Jun 15'52. 

* See TACOMIN!D Chap~r IV9 this Study. 
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In relation to the first force or .factor, l'ACOMINT operations 

soon disclosed tha t:"the rigid control of aircra.ft exercised by the 
I 

Ccmmunists, pl'!ls the difficulty of enciphering timely operational 

instructions, offset, to some extent, the effect of the rapidly 

changing Communists communications procedures. In other words, the 

experienced TACOMIUT personnel could actually tollow the changes closely 

without. difficulty, i.e., substitute the proper values for various 

codewords and equa. te call signs and frequencies. In addition, the 

strict control exercised by the Communists radar control1er* often 

disclosed the geographical position of the airborne aircraft. 

Proposed solutions.relating to the second, and indirectly t<h the 
~ ; 

I 

' th!.rd factors, "Were prepared by the mainland (Group) analysis ef~ort.. 
ff : I 

'!his approach resulted from a pattern noticed by analysts in tlie · 
I 

analysiS of Chinese Morse PVO traffic. Tbis analysis disclosed 
1
tihat 

I 
-i;.he Chinese Communists had sa tura. ted the Manchurian-North Korean . I 

I 
a:rea with .radar stations and ground observer posts which transmitted 

I l 
reports to a filter center by Morse. However, unlike the RussiJti 

~ I ! 
system, ·the Chinese were constantly transmltt:tng reports (tra!oks) 

en all ait-=>ra.rt in their vicinity. Thus, by compering the Chine~ C/w 

PVO traffic with the R/T traffio~ it was determined that the tralfific 
! 

-:;o>.;.ld be related. I 

* 

j 

Tne C Ctrrununist radar capability was limited to certain area.bl. 
There.fore, when their aircraft flew beyond these areas, thej 
ndar controller would Query the aircraft as to where they , 
were or instr..ict them to return to certain zones.. . j 

Thes& anal~ts previousli had been active in Ko~an interce-o~ and 
analysis. They were familiar with the current TACOMINT teohn!.ques 
and capabilities. ~ .... _ .. .. _ LI 
The Russiar1s im:nediately stopped trackirig a~'aircraft when it 111as 
recogn1z.e.d as a Comnunist air<:raft. However, the Chinese did not 
fully adopt this Russian technique until 1953. 
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For exampJ.e, when the An tung controll1::r would ins t+i..ic t another 

i':•ontroll.;r- to s c:i:a1tble a flight, these instructions cou:.d pe inter

c::pt.ed on Voice. On the other -hand, the scramblir:.g of the c:ir-

craft (inst:ruct!cna 9 et.:) c:ould net be copied by the TACOl[j'.NT faci-

lities. Yetj abcut one minut-: later·, tracks transmitted in Mo:rse 
, 

would appear in the vid .... "'!ity of. the. airfield i'rQn whence t.t1e aircraft 

;,ere scrambled. These tracks continued to be tr.snsmi tted by Morse 

u.;til the aircl"a.ft wa:re w.;11 within the bour.daries cf North Korea. 

'lherefo~ ~ it w.e.s believed that by establishing a C/W effort in con

jun-:;tion with. tr.e R/T _.TACOMINT Service more information on th~ Corn

n:-vnists fighter aircraft could be obtained,,* 

Consequently.I) the 6920th Group :SEmt some of the anal';,is!ts t·-:> Korea 
'' 

ar.d. instn'\Ct,ed the 15+.h RSM t-o conduct a t-e.st t.,c ~~~rmin~ lthe t&ctieal 

usetube,~-::: of C/W PVO gT·id traffic in eonjunc tion with fuss;i.an and 
i 

Chi:l'!:se GCI tr,a.f'fic. ·It was necessary to consolidat~ Th1as:ih:.'1 Vcice:> 
! I 

. 'I 
. lfo1"th Korean Mo:r•se and Chinese PVO to adequately perfo:·m 't~i,:.l" testo 

·1 

Hence. fom• Chinese PVO positions ?1ere installed in the salnb rco:m with 
• '• , I I 

t-."ie Rll'ssian an.:. Chinese Voice intereo:~pt effo:r:t~ In addi tibn,, a Detach-
11 
I I ment 'IACOMINT .filter center was also <.1rganized in the eame
1 
room. 'Ihe 

I I 
- -. - 'I 

* 'Iha abo~;e inf".:rtr.a. tion was furnished by Mae ter Sergaant [Al nthony 
D. Reiskis 9 who ~as the first NCOIC of Team I and la~~~ bac.ame 
NCOIC r:;f all USAFSS ·uµit.<J in Korea. Also~ Se:rgeant Riskia was one 
:-:it th; analysts who d!scovared the ab·~-.re i:-.attern and wk.~ l'e:tur-ned 
to Korea to aid in implementing the plan. I 

\ 

I 1 

!OP SECRET EIDER 

No Objection To Declassification in Part 2013/11/19: MOR-USAF-MDR-62597-1-2 

..: 

' .. 
j 



No Objection To Declassification in Part 2013/11/19: MDR-USAF-MDR-62597-1-2 
DOCID: 3737095 

( 
' 

TOP SECRET EIDER 261 

filter Cer,.tcr consisted of an upright plctting board and two similar 

but smaller board::i. The main TACOMINT controller plotted all PVC grid 

tracks on the la:.rga board while the Chinese and Russ:ian Voice control-

lers plotted their respective grid tracks on their smaller boa...Us, which 

had individual zoning systems •. The large board had the Chinese zonal 

system supe11.mposed over the Russian Zonal System. This procedu.re 

was designed to allow the piain controller to refer to all tracks of 

enemy aircraft simultaneously, thus obtaining a current and accl:lI'ate 

picture of air activity over North Korea.95. 

Briefly, the operation was perfomed as follows: Aircraft posi

tions in the form of grids were intercepted by one or more of the fol-

'' lowing TACOMINT facilities~Chinese Early Warning Voice 9 Chines~ GCI 
. . I . 

Voice 9 Russian GCI Voice, North Korean GCI Voice and Chinese P~Q Morse. 
'I 

These aircraft positions were plotted on the large board and tWo small 
' I 

ones •. The: main USAFSS controller then ~1Jated the tracks and ~lshntly 

transmitted the informs '!;ion in the fo:nn of radar plots to the ~16th 

A~W Squadron, located at Kimpo Air Fieldo This latter unit ~lther 

.gquat.ed and evaluated the .information and passed instructions o~ orders 
96 I I 

t~ u.s. Fighter Aircraft in the areas concerned. This information was 

\ 

Historical Data Report, 15th .RSM$ Jul-Dec 1952 •. TSC 2168. 

For a g~phic prese11tation of TACOMINT operations in Korea !See 
Tubs 5 and 7 D T'rlp Report, Subj: Report of Visit to 6920th SG, 
9 Feb 195~. TSC 573. 
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passed. t.o the u.s. airers.£~ in radar 1.a.ng:aage to disguise its source.97 

' A. similar bui~ smaller facility was also est&blished cc Che· Doo 

. This effurt, termed "Operations C", was designed to increase the 1;.act-i-

~a! intellige:.-:_1ce potential, especially on Ra~sian VEF GCI a::t.ivities. 

Also, dissel!'lination to the '!'ADC on Cho Do wa::! more secure and efi'ec~ivs 

'tJ"..a.n disselllination fl'~ Detachment 151 to the TADC on Kimpo. I.at.:~, a 

Ghin$se Air Vcic~ effort was added at Cho Do_ be ca us c. of the r::.la Hon= 

3hip b~tween the Russ!a.n and Chinese Communists Air activ.3,.-:-y. There-

!ore, two airmer! and the necessary equipment were trsnspor·ted to Cho 

Do on 21 Aug-tl5t. In addi tio"n, two ROK Voi:::e operators were flown over 

to the area b.') assist in the construction of the intercept antennas.* 
I. 

One la!"g!: ·ivire antenra· (130 feet) and five short. wire antJn.""las {50 
I I 

!'eet) were erec'oed. These antennas were or.ier!ta+.ed. t.\'":;r ~ssian VhF 
'' i' 

and Chi:nese Voic-e tra:r.smissions. They were constru·:ted .:M that they 
I! 

C.Culd be used as Ve'e ~S by clamping the lead from S. l'eCei~~:::' to any two 

c! the copper antenna terminals. The receiving equipme:i{ i~c"!' C"nines'3 
I 

Voice consisted of one SP=600 and one BCc.779 receiver anq one Rr~llA 
I 

recorder. The "'quipment for· the fussian VHF intercept cdnsLsted of twc 
I 

EC~?87 receivers and one Magna-corder. 

I 
o~ 
,. :' 0 

! I 
Historl:::aJ.: L\!l.ta Report, 6920th SG, Jul·-Dec 1952. 112350. 

* The !DK Operators were sel·ec.ted for the task becaus" 9r1 tho:iir 
extensive lmowl.edge of CoJ.1llllunica tions procedures, part:i:-cularly 
•.be tal"get communic.s.tions. 
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This. capability became operational on 26 August. It employed 

six tJSAJSS airmen=~four Chinese linguist operators and two Russian 

linguist operators. It also utilized two maps,, one containing the 

Russian grid systEm and the other containing the Chinese grid 
j 

systel'!l of North Korea and lower Manchuria. These maps also contained 

the same grid system used by the radar {AC&.W) plotters so that tracks 

or aircraft could be passed to Cho Do TADC in radar terms. As an . . 
added security measure, overlays or all permanent radar echoes were 

. ' 

placed over the plotting maps of Operation Co Hence, aircra:ft in 

the radar echo areas were not reported to the radar controller. This 

t:ype of operatio~1 continued until late November 19~2.. At that :time, 

the procedures employed bJ- Operation C were again refined in sµpport 

of e hanging TACOMINT operations • 

The success or Operation c, generally,, was reflected in ~+ 
' I 

integrated TAC OM INT opera. tior..s in Korea a · However 1 one of its in-
. I 

dividual and probably most dramatic contributions to close airi rpport 

occurred in October 1952. During October, a Marine pilot "dite~f!d11 his 
. 11 · 

plana L.o miles southeast of Antung. Since the event occurred irl the 
'I 

shadow of a permanent radar echo, the AC&W radar opera to: did ~Jt se~ 
the plane go down. The 11 1'.ay Day" transmission was heard and a Jrash . . I 
boat. and helicopter were iclmedia tely d,ispatched !rem Cho Do., '!'lie 

helicopt~r was picked up 'by Russian GCI, which reported the coJJer 
. 11 

to a flight of MIG 1s. One of the USAFSS operators who. was inter.cepting 

I 

l I 
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the GCI transmissions l' !.mmedia tely passed this informa ti~n to the 

:-e.dar contr6:.laro Therefore,, a flight of F-869.s in that ;area. was 

vector~ to the scer;e to protect the helicoptdro The fussian GCI 

also picked up the F-86ss a!Xi warn~d the MIG 1ao HenceD the MIG;s 

orbited high above an.d to one side of t.he :res:;ue scen~o The F-86 V5 

did the same while the helicopter went in ar.Ld pulled the pilot out 

of the \'fate!'. 98 

The voice 1r;t.er(lept of Detachment 151 continued to !.rnprove 

throughout t.his period. Yet~ by August 1952 9 it was diso·o7ered 

that ao:me enemy air COM:INT targets had switched to VHF. '!'hisl' 

~Aturally, resulted in less HF traffic. The effe:;tive.nesis cf ·the 

TACCMINT S'3:rvice further dec:rea3ed bec2use the Cr.inese Cvllllt1.un:L~~ 

Early Warning nets quit passing C/N tra.fi'i;: ·?n Communists altcraft. 

By early winter 1952, this situation was agg:r.ei:vat.ed .£'11rtt..:e:r>o By 

that 'time. 9 th.:. ::: .. ~·ll'l!nu.'1ist5 C-CI sy5tem hAd imraased to t.he1 ~xt.l!nt- tr.at 
I 

it stopped using the zc.nal system tor e·~ntr,:>1 vf ai:roraft., Thus, 

another app:-oach tc an e!feei:d.-ve T.ACOMINT service had ~~o be developed 

and implem~ntea. 99 ! ! 
l j 

l ! 

'I rscl 21680 

i 

I 
990 !bid.~ 6920th SG~ Jan=Jun 19530 TSC 4073~ 

I 

..., 
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Weather Ooer-ations. The development of a Far East Weather capa-

bili ty continued to rate top priority. By .March 1952, the USAFSS per-

sonnel in the Far &.I.st had assumed the responsibility for w_o:r'~Hig the . 

25x3 lweatherq·crphf?r si~t~ and. AF-8~-;~~~~~~1 ~~d--~turned_ ..... ···· 

to t.~e Zone of Int.e~or. However, thel 25x3 ~Neather .cipher changed 

again in April,* which again required the assignment of AFSA pfi'.rsonriel 
_.- . 

to the Group Weather Sect:i,on.
100 

Although the ACP weather broadcast 

became readable again in early July, during the unz:'.i:aS:dable peric.d the 

commercial and military air cases containing w~a·~~r were/~opied as .i 

well as the ACP broadcasts. These former ca~:s contam"ed weather 

information an:.i i1alueble cribbing mat.e·~l which were used in isol~ing 
the new cipher. At this point, the Group Weath.er Section was p:;-oducing 

. . .· .. 
the hourly or cff'-time Weatl).ef reports and F,WFU (Pacific) waa prod.ucing!; 

the ln!'.p time or six-hou.,rly weather reports. 

nie AFSA team a:;!'i. ved at the Group early in July. 2sx3 

I I 
tU 31 25x3 

; I 
Julye At that time an unexpe::ted change occurred in the use ofji;;;;j .... ~5;.;;;~3;;;;;;;;;i.,'.I 

I 25x3 ~n the IL ___ 2s_x_3 __ __,I Therefore, the AFSA team returnJ; to 

Washington~ because the change necessitated the logging of traffic 

i I 
100. Ltr., Staff Weather Officer to CG, USAFSS, Subj: 

t-0·AFsA, 3 Jun 1952. s.d. 269. 

l I 
Report 1 C!lf Visit 

* Norma:1.ly, a change in a cipher of the above nature ~ndered the 
Weath~r broadcasts unreadable for approxima. tely four monthsJ 

I 
I 
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.. ..-- \\ 

L. 86-36 
3.3b(3) 

ag~in until suff:!.:::ien 25x3 is ~~ached which would enEi.ble -~-=-r:rptk:n',': 
' :01,.... ............... ..===:=:;;;:::il.-~~~~~~~~~---....;;;;:,_~_.;;::.::.:....::..:..::...:.:.:::~ 
in~ 

25x3 

$.Hort. Furthermore, the Group continuec:I. its eff'or~ on 25x3 
.·· ; 

~ipher through::ut the period.. Only pri~ change oc.1forred in this 

Cipher al"..d it ~as sufficiently rec~vered to enable dissemination of 

approxima tel:Y 7 ,ccoQ 2sx3 ~~optic~ I 2sx3 fend~ 2sx3 I/ 

to consumers by the enl of December. 
10'.2 

The COMIN'!:' wea th.er _operation in Korea W::?S 1riewed as an ideal 

organizat.icn. * Mor~overJ its performance th.!"ought::ut 1952 continued 

t.j ::-mbs·i;.antfat.c that view. Also, inadequate cot!nrn.:.1i-=:atio:.:i.s fa•~i1ities 

betwaen s~oul and Johnson emphasized the importance of th~-~ opera-t.ion. 

B:t Ma:r-:.t 1952, the Gr<iup had determined that th.:: transmis~:!ion d~lay a-~1 

I! 
Chines.:: Weather infonnation p::,oriuced in Japan was so great: that the 

ir:.f't-:>~:nation lost !t.5 value by the time it arrived .;.t. the 30th Waather 

Squad:--on.11 lc":at€d in Korea. Conseq11ently3 t;he Wea":.he.r ;;r}d~t at 

Detachment 151; was a.ugme:ited-~the lVeather pS?-SO!lr!e::.. w:;i.s drlcreasF.d 
! I 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~-~~~~~--~~--;-:--~~~-

! i :.oi. Mcnthly Stat'!.ls P..epo:::·t~ 692Dth SG.i> Jul-1952 o K{, 35<;>0,; , i I 
102, Historical Data Repo,..,, 6920th SG, Jul-llo;o 1952. T112j~C. 

* For E-:Y-ample 1 me ·-1ery important aspect of tr..e Weathe!" u;nit lccated 
in 5th Air Fcrce was th.; fact tli..at it- .'!ould !'~act frmn::;d:futely t:..1 

specific W~ather reqdranents~ eogor. '!\·hg.t w:i.11 the WP.a.~her !)t; ove:
UIJU at 1000 this mornir .. g'? The \'feather pers~:o!'lllt::1 in tlie: unit 
knew the station and -tim-e i:·.f broad;;:ast wr.io::h was most liikely t~ 
carry the de~i:-E::d Weather· ar.d could edjus t irri:.c:r•::ept ~cj·)e:rgge 
.:m the spcto · 
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~3 l 
10'1 

Detachment Weather unit began 24-hour operations. -

By that time, the Detachment COMnJT Weather capability and the AWS 

Weather Unit were located in adjoining rooms. The \'feather was inter

cepted ar.d the data was handed to the processing personne~,, deer;;~:~ 
and passed to the swrso in a matter or minutes,. Hence, the AWS. 

forecasters (30th Weather Squadro!! .Perso~nel) actually receive~ 

.__ _____ 2_5x_3_""""----~e~t~~~ reports ~s soon as the I - 25x3 
104 forecasters did. As a matter of record, the 30th Weather Sqpadron 

forecasters eioployed the Detachment products to prepare accurate 
: lOS 

18-hour weather forecasts for Korean Air Operations. This ser-

vice was extended durir.g July 1952 by request from t.he 30th We~ther 
• I 

Squadrono The additional requirement was for SN! from· the Man¢pur·ian 
. ' 

area so that weather co11dit:ions could be pr-adicted for heavy bo
1
' mbing 

- · 106 I 
raids over the PYONGANG area. · \I 

Also.? Headquarters,, 15th RSM contributed to the COMINT Weather 

103. Monthly Status Re.port~ 6920th SG,p Feb 1952. 

! I 
\I 

! 1 
104. Ltr • .11 Staff Weather Officer to CGD USAFSS, Subj: Report [of 

Visit t.o USAFSS Weather Sections a,nd AWS Weather Centrale; lin 
the Far East and Alaskan Theaters o! Operations,, 9 Jul 1~$2. 
s.d .. 271. I 

105 .. Monthly Status Report, 69'20th SGJl May 1952. EX 3093., 

106. Historical Data Report.11 6920th SG, Jul-Dee 1952. TSC 2350. 
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efi'o:!"t thr:iughout m~t of 19$2. As previously i:rtat.ed, a weather 

processing effort was inaugi..ira t.ed at Ashiya during the. summer of 

l'.152 to allevia t~ the communi.ca tions l.oa.:!. Four airmen were sisnt to 

Ashiya in August tv dso::"YJ?t and disseminate tr.e encodef~ » 2~:~~j.·····•• .. >>.·.;".L. e6-36 - I / /' /,EO 3.3b(3) 

Communists Waat.her brr."1.:'!casts being interoepted. Althoug-h-.... -th-.-e""·me-_:1:6~/' 

Deti:ichmant 151. TM.s origlnai effort was expanded iri Sept.ember /to 

include t.wi. -;z; . j·w~~~'~er eaGes and again inc7~sed in Decemb'.t?r.i. 

At -7ll.a-c timei!J F.E<adqt:a:r'ters~ 15th RSM began _:7'e~i7in~( 25x3 J·nga
tional a.'ld C:!.,,,!.l Air Wea tr.er inforroa ti on b.-om Detachmen~ l..S'2 

(Okinawa). 

Hence~ by J.a te 19$2 .s the capal:fili ty :;f t.he G;:ory-.ip Wea;thar Sections 1 

had grown to 30 ai:rnien ar.d thr.~ 

le-;~! i:;.f ts·~hni~al pro£ici~n6y. 

/ '. f ;. 

ii i 
officer~ '1 nho had develop~d a high ' 

i i / ! 
Thaae WeatJ1er Units had,· filSQ' d-evelope~ 

' 

25x3 ea ther and N•:in-W~·athex netse Under ftoreal con-
. I l 

. I' 
ditfons, these tmit.:3 were furnishirig AWS in T('lkyo and' Kc>:rea f:rom 

I I 
. I I 

'Ih6 repo:rts covered areas in 
: I ' 

Chinas Manchuria, North Korea and Fa.stern Ru.?sia. 1.".lthou~~ the IM.ji::irity 

I ~---·f ii c.f th,:, ;--ep<::,::"t5 "1'!!€n!'> .:1btained from I 2sx3 and Nor-tti Korean 

mil:ttuy &:>:! o1'"11 air n•t.s, .,.,. reports war• pr6ducod 1{ "'' 
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Weatt16r r;e t.s when the eipher was readableo Fir.ally, the Weather 

Sections oontinued to furnish direct support to the ·CO:MINT analytical 

effort by supplying information ~hich.could be used to identify and 

loea te call signs arxi stations .107 

Covera.g>!< of Ferret' 0pe11!ltions. 'lhe actual coverage and reporting 

of ~M and Fel"ret flights was continued throughout the period under 

consideration in accordance with previous agreements and arrangements.* 

".Bi tters-weet11 operations were in effect from Jlllle to December 1952. 

Howeversi the majority of Ferret or ]!X;M cove~ge was conducted as a 

nonnal COMINT operation, ie"eo :> the coverage of enemy r.eactior+s was 
/ ' i i 

performed aa a .mission and the reporting was accomplished th~ugh 
. 11 . 

e.pproved COMINT channels.. This effort produced a great dea.1 ;4r intel-

ligence relative to the enemy (Russian and Chinese Col'll!Ilunists.)I air 

defense eapabili ties and techniques. It also supplied iritor-ma[tion or . , I . I 
political s:ignific.ance as in the case or the HB-29 destroyed jt>, R<lSsian . 

. I 

. 108 i j 
fighter a::trcrart c·n 7 October 19S2o Inter.:ept relative toi lthis 

incident revealed that Russian aircraft actually encountered and 

109 
attaci\ed the U .. So aircraft, 

11 
107. m.R and l IncL, ODC to CAG, Subj: Report cf V:'..ed.t tc psAFSS, 

I.FSA and AWS lfeather Activities in The European Theate~ c! 
Operation, 6 Nov 1952. sodo 2970 I 

108. TWX» 6920"vh SG to CG, USAFSS, Cite: SG 705~ 9 O~t 1952. oftd. 2980 

109. '!V.'X; 6920th SG to CG» USAFSS, Cite: SG 70? 1 9 Oct 1$'$2. s.d. 299. 

* See ~ Progr&.5» Chapter IV.11 this Study. 
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Gro~Prcxi-,..cti".>n Techniques Ehlarged and Refi."'!eq,. In respect t..o 

the refinement and exte:1Sion of Group procb'.:t.ion techniques~ the intel-

:.igance requirement of that pericd probably influenced. those mcdific.9.-

tior.s equally as mu::h as the increased capabill ty of t..he TACOMINT effort. 

Prod.1.ir~t.ic-n=~!se 9 the Group was .faced with the problem of satisfying 

more spe·::~ic requirenents, both at the tee tical and theate:r levels. 

had begun to influence prod~:ction equally as much as the ti.'llc1in<:ss 

factcr. In otr.:cr wor.ds.9 the Group intelligence repcrts had t.c· satid!'y 

departmental as ~-.,11 ae tactical requireme!!ts for both tech..,:!.cal dB.ta. 

a~~d .:;value. •:ed COilo!INT. Therefo1•e9 duplica ti.::.n had to be ·e.1imL'lat.ed arrl 

eonsolJ.dation had to be implemented for cor..sistenc;y -.v!.th ·~:i.r.:-..::1i!.'3tdnce. 
. . I 

G:.CC!.i;? began, ir. April 1952, a new s~r'les of intelli~.n\::e rsport;S==th.s 

1· ~:3 ~ .. tl·W.i4-'.~.~·-~~~- designed to cover the Russia!l Air pro~ilem r~nrnpreh~
s.ivEtly. This report series p~:rmitted the discontiliuancei bf three other· 

········... ; 1 • 

.. . . ·:I 

·' 

ser·ies of reports~ The COMINT Brlef .9 the Fighter ,.4.:;tb·i(-Y Report and 

The Russian Air Activity Report. In addition9 on!: se~-~J;hC::t·o:r'-"1.lP. ... . 

Operations prc.duc.::d a '::omplete '' COMINT Hi~ to:.r .9.f.t.t.e -~Jn;~'~'"'"~~;, fa~~- ~~~~f 
. ·· ... . • I I 

p:r-ovided tha CCM:nrr pr-odu,.::ers and consumers a detailed h~t":c,ry· of -:,acb. 

rr=2~x: ~ ') cc;;i~t~-~~th maps and diagrams which preser~tll un~t dis-
110 I · 

po.sition, movement, personalities composition, etc. - I~ was issued 
I 

uo .. Ltr. 9 Hq,, 6920-th SG to CG 9 USAFSSs Subj: 
Report, Number 15 3 29 Apr 1952. ~.d. 236. 

JOP SEGRET ElvER 
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in loose-leaf' f.o'Z"m ar..d re;rised monthly .. 

A similar report was also released by the Group late in June 1952. 

This stirly was a "Report on Ccmmtmist Air Defense in Korea •11 In addi-

tion!l two similar special requirements were fulfilled by the Group dur

ing the Summer ot 1952., On 15 July t.h:e 5th Air Force requested ·the: 

Group t.o prepare a study of the Soviet activity in Manch.urla and 

suggested the following i.tems .for comparison~ Developmen.t of vector

ing techniques.!l chaIJges in tactics,\) levels or day activity, levels of 

night activity, a::reas or. flight activity and southernmost limits, 

-variations in aggressi'\•enessl' ~d.ze of nights, bases used in Uanohuria 

and Korea.11 major change~ in capabilities and proporti~n o! Russian 

aoti~-i.ty to Chinese ~nd Korean activity .. 111 Although the Group· trar.s-
, I 
'·. 

ferre.d t.he r·equirern~nt to Headquarters.P USAFSS for action9 ui ;later 
I 

!'ulf'illed the p:-elimir.ar.y requirement be.fore the 

112 lished by 5th Air Foreeo 

' deadline date' .estab-
[ I 
'1 I , 

Moreover,, the 5th .Air F~rce also requested a study cf the, action 
I 

I 
taken· by the OCI t:.ontr·ol tc, ·nit.hdraw. er1eIQY fighters from Korek1when 

I 1 
Sabres were in MIG Alley. This study wa.g prepal"ed by the G::'!':iap £ron: 

1. . , I 
voice traffic.. '.!he fir.st rep::.rt,, submittcid t·:;:. the 5th Air Fe.ME- on 21 

11 

lll. TWX, 6920th SG to CG, !JSAFSS, Cite• SG 369, 12 Aug l,9~1 1 
s.d, .3000 

112. TWX, CG;} USA.FSS to CO., 6920th SG, Cite~ ODD-92711, 8 Aug 1952 .. 
s.d. ;01.. · I 

I 

I 
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August, was prepared solely from Russian Voice traffi~. It ind!ca ted 

tba t the MIG pil.::>ts did not always demonstrate the same a ggree .::ii"V"e-

nees as the GCI controller. In other words, the MIG pilots appeared to 

have a deep respect for the Sabre pi!ots and often :r.a.de deliberate 

attempts to avoid engagements. On the other hand!' the Sov.i.et Control-

'.'..er appeared to hEve little regard f'or loss of pilot: o::.- air:::raft as 

long as they remained over Communist territory. As a wh~:!..e!) the 

entire ccntr.::>ller network apps.ar.ed to be more agg::?:>;ssive, but, the pri-

IT~ry ta:rgets were UN fighte1-bombers and light bombers c.r; daylight 

rn!.ssior..s. T!"Ue, high-fly-'.i.ng MIGs would be scrambled to cover the low-

.!"ly:L11g MIGs. H:-mev·er, if the Sa:bre cover . for the ground at ta·:::k UN 

aircraft. apPeared to have the nrnr.e:ical and./or tactical ~p.vantag.e, 
11 

the Soviet Controller would ·Wi thd-;:oaw his a.i!'~·.t"'l2:ft O'r scramble m•:ire 

1"'""• to augment the .flight alresdy airborn-s ........ 

In addition tc preparlng t!>..e studies cited abc,ye ~ the Group iul-
' I 

filled 'bro special requesta !rom FEAF Bomber C,.,""ll!rnand durihg thh 

period. The .firat of these requi:!:'ernents was for COMI~"T Ufiections 
I I 
I 

of the bombing. or a metal plant on 30 July 1952. A studyj of ir:.te:rcept 

traffic for that period reveal:ed that the C0rnmunist netw!& was probably 

alerted and awiiiting this mission9 for sufficient warnin! h~.d already . l 
bean supp!ied through the early warning networks.. Howe•rer·.9 ·';.he exact 

11 

llJ. TWXll 6920th SG to ssot 5t.'i AF 3 C:tte: 
s.d .. .302. 

sG h49, Zl A~ 1952. 
-I 

TOP SECRET EIDER-
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tc.:"ge-t area,,, nornally not known by the Co!lllluni.s ts,* w2.s evidently known 

i.~ this case b~~ause the Communists established their pat~ol in the 

immediate Ar1ti.lng a.~ea_ instead of the normal patrol area. 114 

The Second Bomber Command requirement was for a complete study c·n 

Soviet Night Fighter reactions to UN B-29 penetrations of No!'th Korea. 

This analysis was made exclusively from voice tr-ai'f:i.c~· It revealed 

that s. B-29 bomber or- its reconnaissance counter'Part could not eriter 

Nc,rth Ko:L"ea 'lL'ldetected during darkness o This was prirus.rily the result · 

of the network of :radar. stations~ gun-laying radar sites and ;visual 

sp.:,-t_te1"' stations mar..ne:d by Russians, Chinese Conununists and North 

Koreans. H:->wevcr, the scrambling of the enemy :interceptor ait~_:rai't 

by the controller wa~ seemingly dependent on two rr.ajo.r· factors~ e.g., 

( where the target was located and the -Weather conditions. No~~lly~ t.'1-ie 

R~e:ian Night. Fighters would net- venture m:>re than 20-JCi mile~ 1 
east 

er south of AN·JU. Nevertheless 11 the Comrm:nists were equipped;for 

interc:ept-io:'l of night bombers and en several occasions di::ipla~ld a very 

i F - r> ~- I I i1 
prcfic ent night intercept etfort. urtherJt the '-'Cimmunists n·z•:."'I!la y 

preparc-d for any ev~nt.uality by deploying a .:;aasta.1 patrol wli~~ the 
. I 
I• 

UN air-craft appr,.:ia.:<ned from i.:he south er 10:0117.hw~~t. The Ccmmuri.ist.:; 

wc.uld deplc-y ~ patrol to the south up to the Sill=HO u-a t~c:. whJJ the 

UN aircraft appr-oached .from the east or northeast. ~e Yalu ~trol 
\I 

l.14. TWX, ~920th SO to CG, USAFSS, Cite• SG 421, 6 Aug 1952. Jd· 303. 

,~ T.1.is ~O!""·:· :1 us ion was dr-awn fr.)m the gen~1-a l ar.d. wide area tHla t the 
pa t:ocl n '=•rmally covered. 
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wotl:!.d be deployed shor't.ly before or after the UN a!.rcraft entered 

the '!rea or appeared to be heading for the AMTUNG-Snru:r.JI a:t-eao ll$' 

Gl."oup Operations Refine~. The Group operations durihg this 

period closely paralleled the intelligence proouctior. effcr~. in that 

consolidation and realignment o! collection .functions and ar;a.1.~""Sis 

suppart were influenced by both tactical and department.a:. opet'S.

tional conc>.:pt~. Generally,, the G~oup attempt!!d 'kl ?'ed;!ploy and re-

ali6n its capabilitiaB and effort in 4irect supp~rt of the tactical 

and faeate:- requirements with .f'ulfilltr:ent of the departmanta'.i. or 

,strategic require1t<ents as the secorrlar.y objective.o 

~ co?1.nectio-n •1ith ·croup control and direct:i.or~ of ta9 field 
. i 
, I 

collection effort, the Far East USAFSS aga.11cy was forced to spproach 

support of i.ntercep~. posi ti:-ins o- As early as 20 May 1952 ..' ,the Group 
wj i 
I I 

s trongJs' re~on;mE:nded to USAFSS that all intercept. ~ssign!!::;d.nts be for-

\79.rded to G!'oup Headquarters for iinplement.ationo About .~Jis i-e~om-
116 . i l 

mend.a tior:i.9 th~ G::-aup wired 1 1

1 

T"r...is will par-rd t Group to de terr.iine if A.FSA a.ssignn:er..::'ts will 
raqui:re reshuffiL"lg of Group assignments ar.d a!.so al'lpw this 
Hq to issue r.iecessary TEXTA in.fo. occas!onally messages sent 
to Detachments and Squadrons will not be received bYj 

1

\this H:;. 
due to garbles in addresses and human errors, _,ausing a con
siderable amount of con.fusion ir. the mission assignment. If 
messages Wi!n!! addressed to Group only, the above sith.!ition 
would not exis,to I I 

115. 'IWX, t9ZOt.h SG to CG.9 USAFSS9 Cite: SG 4099 7 .A.•1g l1.~;2 .• S odo ;'.04o \ 

J.16. T'NX:> 6/20-t.h SQ tt. !jSAFSS~ Cit.!~ AP 881,, 20 Vay J.?5't ~ .. d .. 305. 

l I 
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'lhis stand was reiterated by the Group late in July 1952 fol-

lowing the occurrence of such an incident which the Group had wa.rned 

' 117 C 1 h G against. oncurrent y, t e roup stopped disseminating copies of 

the Intercept Plan.because when it arrived at Group, it was alr.eady 

outdated by 111any mes~age changes. ThereforeJ to avo'id confusion at 

Squadron level, the Group spelled out the Squadron mission assign-
. re 

ments. This system proved efficient throughout the summer of 1952. • 

Furthermore 1 by early December 1952 the Group had voiced its stand on 

POROCCO mission changes. On 5 December, the Group wired the follawing 

~oncept t-0 DIRNSA.ll9 

••• To fulfill requirement.a of schedule analysis, this Iqs 
suggest.a fol:wg procedure. Instead of assigning different 

( 
net each day as required by clylic (sic) cover, believe that 
proper coordination between operators and traffic analysis 
would more efficiently produce desired info. When circuits 
heard, record is made and intercept operators will cheek same 
freq. at same time next dayJ and keep checking until finn , 
schedule is ascertained for the link: Utilizing this methOd 
of cover wili permit coverage· of more than one case per day,, 
therefore, intercept position will be more productive. C<>!Jl'.
bined I'esults this pos. and search traf fran other sites · ; 
should produce. firm schedules. SchE:dules would be mere :f'i~m 
than those produced by clylic (sic) cover because case wou~~ 

1• 

~e heard more often, if active. · j j 

I I 
Finally, by the end of De1Jember 1952 1 the Group cor.ipleted its p~ns for 

further changes in the intercept capabilities and prac~icee. Arrlly, 
this plan, when implemented early in January 1953.~ would consolii.C.ate 

I I 
117. TWX~ 6920th SG to CG, USAFSS 1 Cite: AP 203, 20 Jul 1952. ~ld. 306. 

- 11 
118. 'IWX, 6920th SG to CGJ USAFSS, Cite: SG 671, 29 Sep 1952. iid. 307. 

119. TWX, 6920th SG to DIRNSA 1 Cite: SG 221» 5 Dec 1952. s.d. 308. 

HQO US.i>.FS: .FC '·io CS.JJ:,25 
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the intercept effort o! USA j8 and USA 38B at USA 38B. This mo·~ 

was designed t-::> satisfy two major considerations which had tc be 

i!"esdved in ord~r that assignments could be made with t.he 1east 

less c:if co-re;.~ and continuity in reporting a'!l Russian int,ercept. 

The first factor involved was the best.geographical locativn which 

would produce the greatest. volume of the desired traffic,. T'.n-e 

second factor was the implementation of the TECSUM program ·.which 

had to be accomplished with a minimum number 0£ personnel (analyti-
. . . 120 

~al and commu..'lica lions) • . 

As !er th.e second or technical support approach to the pr.,blem!' 

the Group pr·cg::;am was designed to supply technical bs.ckt.'P to its sta-

tions in a mann::;:- som.ewhat s!milar to tht! intercept asdgr;;ments. 

Hen-:~ i> !I.gain the Group was forced to :reconcile Zone or Inte::ri..:r er 

Strategic operaU.ona::. concepts with the tactical situation and i,;.ir-

cumstance. By es.rly May, tha Group had delegated aome ·analytical 

fun~tions to USA 51-+"'~ to permit irmiediat.e exploitation of P:V'O :racking 

typs traffic. Also, the :intercept stations were pe:rfor1ning traffk 

identi!':1.ca t:L:m consistent with their limited arcalytical capabilities'.!21 

. I 

tfowever, +.,be assignrner .. t of temporary nota tiona and eqtia t.ioil o!: «)ld 

i" 

120. 
l i 

1952.liudo 3090 

TWI., 6920tli SG •.o CG, USAFSS, Cite: AF 765, '.i.Z Mzy Ur· s.d. 310. 

Ct.iec.JAir problem. 

I 

TWX, 6920th SG to DIRNSA, Cite~ SG 7119 .Jl Dec 

121. 

* This was i.'1 connection with exploi tati.:m :::! ths 
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not.a tions v1as performed at Group analysis level and not at the point 

1'2" of intercepto ' 

In i•espect to s'i:tpplying and performing the above type of techni-

~al support for the intercep.t stations, the Group advanced the follow

ing justification for its practice~ early in August 1952.123 

... o At the present this Hq. is unable, due to use of com-. 
pletel.y unrecovered keys to predict in advance the calls 
that will be used on. any particular net. 'lherefcre, · 
this informs. tion cannot be forwarded to the various in
tercept sites prior to :intercept for identification pur
poses. It is possible considering nets with pericdically 
changing calls, to recover and associate the calls with 
particular nets one or two days after receipt at this Hq. 
One additional day will be lost be.fore the intercept 
operators at all sites will have this info. Conside:d,ng 
t.'1.e call sign period to be approximately seven days long., it 
would only be possible for·the intercept operators to 
correctly identif'y· 'these nets a little over half of the 
time ••• this Hq f'elt that the time and effort spent •• . .s 
did not warrant the results. 

By early September 1952, the Group had pointed out to AFSA the 

wealmess in sending TF.XTA.9 particularly Chinese TEXTA, to a11; the 
. I 

subordinate stations. At that time, the Group stated that it:would 
. . ; I 

never be certain about the TEXTA available at the subordir.ate., ~ta tions; 
. I I 

and since the assignments and TFXTA was continually char.gjng, ~the re-
. 11 

sulting confusion would offset the gain. Her,ce, the Gr-oup :-equested 
' \ . . 11 124 

t..tiat all Chicom TEXTA be forwarded on,,. to Group and the 15!.h1 RSM • ....., . ! I 

l22o TWX~ 6920th SG to CG •. USAFSS, Cite: AP 105, 6 Jun 19.52. IJ..d. 3110 
, , i I 

l23o TY'IX, 6920th SG to CG, USAFSS, Cite: AP 243) l Aug 1952.]s.d. 312. 

124. TNX, 6920th SO to DIRAFSA,,. Cite: . SG 529J> l Sept 1952. JJa. 313. 

". 
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The G:·oup alsc influenced the adoption or ref!.nement of various 

R/T eollecti..;n and analytical procedures d·aring th.i~ period. By 

June 1952 the !:i/T effl':Jrt in the Fa:- F.ast h.:-d bef'!!'1 cte~.~-:::..oped to the 

point wherejn USAFSS '111aa attempting to c:rystalli.ze ar..d. adqpt a standard 

R/T prog:ramo T"nerefcrei> Headquarters, USAFSS requested the Group to 

1'•.imish a detailed acccunt of its nethods and te:Jmiques ernploysd in 
125 

analysi~. 

.. 126 repl::..ed; 

••• ·R/T traffic recorded and immediately iran~c~ibed when 
reel is filled. TY:>ing accanplished as reel is traris•~ribed. 
Opera.to.r'& ::aintain hand w:r-1.tten log cf intercept -with info 
't,o aid tran.scr!bar.:1. Believe impossible to type traffic 
direct :from re:iei"l'er 1 tune r·ecl!ive.r and control recerrder 
even witz~ ahort fi:::rm w~i tein. Continued tuning is nei::esaary 
to in teTCept most rie ts as stations often li.."K~a ted 5 ti; 10 KCS 
apart. 

Lsr.g·.;:age C;,ila!ifi.::d perec·nnel record, trar~s·::r-ibe ar..d process 
R/T t:;.'6.f.f'ic. All tra.ns·::r-ibb.g a;;c<:lillp~shed at, intercept 
sit·i!t~ wit."1 prel:tmin.9.'t"".f analysis fer diarlzati-::m a.lso completed 
by some. Mere t."lrough analysis of traffic and c,_)n;pilat'i ::>:n 
of daD.;r d.iar-faation and R/T summaries from lst and 15th 
F.ADOONMO, ASA Stations and UoS .. Na~.7 radio fa0:ilities is C<:)m
pleted at this Hq~. 

* * -!:\'.· -!'-' ·lt· * .i-;. * :\!· i'<- * * * * * ·lf * * *· * * * * * * -li· :<!- * of·. -!!· * * * * * 

:26 .. 

Although trarsli ttlra7.~d f~rm of typing ls oornplet~l;,r :sstis
fact~ry~ cyrillic wculd be advantageous pr~·rlded a s1ff1cient 
~u."l'!o~r of' typewriters with Rt"..~sian capital letters a~~ English 
<'.lapi·tal letters were a.va.ilabl~ ••• However 9 believe ·advantage 
gained not v1orth addit5.onal expense and training. T~~:L."'lg 
t:rA.:t.'"iir;.g a:;.d faruiliarit7 with trar1sl!teratkn 1-...able qould be 
a~.::ooi~·llshed after ·:ompletion of language t::aining dv~ ·c . .c 
lirt!:i. ~.:ed tirn.s needed fo!" such tra:i.ning and ease with l~ich 

---;--~·---,.,
'rNX, CG, USAFSS to CO!' &/20th SG, Cite~ OID-9lu.OS.., l1 Jun l9:;:i2. 

'5 4 d. 314 • 11 

-.in· 6""_ .. ~,... . CG US'l:'SS ,....t AP 480 "~ J ,._..,,.., "'-u4 • 3i_':'), .n·..11.~ i;..C ~t. ,::;:_, 'C·i , . .i'..L· , ..... 1 & :> -"" un ... ~IT'... ".. _ 
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s~ch short training is forgotten. Suggest R/T intercept 
train:L'lg include this phase along with farniliari ty of 
recvrders, receivers, transcribers ?.nd analysis procedures. 
Transcribers should be able to type traffic; direct from 
reel .• completing a 1200 foot reel containing tactical 
traffic in maximum of 3 hours • 

R/T analysis as performed by this Hqs is accomplished with 
minimum personnel on belief that better results are 
obtained by complete knowledge of activity being followed. 

279 

Subsequentlys USAFSS suggested some changes in the procedures 

and techniques employed by the Group, particularly in relation to 

using an abbreviated system for transcribing R/T traffic. However, 

the. G!"oup replied that its curr~r1t system was more practical and of 

a:ore bene1'it to analysis personnelo Also, the Group stated that 

voice operators prefe:-red to type ~omplete text on the chatter·rolle 127 

( F'J.r·the:rrnc;re .1> t!le Group pcinted cut t:nat it was ne~essary to p~oduce 
\ i . 

six copies cf t:-affic, whi:::h precluded the. usa of ball point P,~:ns. ~-:
. i 

Th.e.re.fore.11 USAFSS agreed to the continuation .of the ·Group sys1;.emo 
, I 

Neve:""':heles·s» when the CIOP governing R/T intercept: proG~ssing 

and t nr.smis si ... :m p:-ocedures was p'l!blished the Group was confrJdted 
, I 

with a thsa~.er· probler1!0 Actually~ the CIOP required a summart !sheet . 
' . 11 

to be prepared er.d submitted from the po:L-it of intercept. In 1ysence, 

this ;;;uranary sheet. wae a dU:plfoation of the diarized reele At

1

o, 

there was no pr-.7>rlsion for couriering ccdew.:ird naterial from v1atkanai5 

I I . 
127 • 1"/JJ:, 6920th S G to CG, USAFSS , Cite' AP 115, 3 A \!g 1952 • i .d • 316. 

* T":ie abbre·V:.a ted sy;:t~m required the i;ss cf ba::.1 point p&!S ·ih 
pr.:;1~..:cing the "::r·s..:;~<C!'ibed traffic o ! r 
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rl!!el \'1a.s a.l..;;""eady being transmitted electrically t/; G;.1 cup f::ir timely 

precessing, the Group r~ui::?.+....ed that the requirement for the surJllary 

... .,8 
sheet be ~scinded and the dfarize1 r'ee-1 be accepted in lieu the::eof:--

Ir:. 1;;onnecticn wi t.i. the increase in Group ari.a.~·sis responsibility 

u.rl capab!lity C..urilig this period:i it was almost pr.opc;r'tior..al to the 

i_.,..1f:::.uenc~ .~xe:rteci by the tact.i·:::al requirements a:r.d e. vaila'ble ·~om-

mun!,,;;ationa facilities. As previously sts.ted, the i'ield ·::ollec'tlon 

facilities had b-een in0reased a.nd c::Lrouit.s baok 't;, the Zc,n.c c•f Interior 

had ·eiecom·a C"'l'.;rlc:e.ded to th~ exter1t the t some field ar.ie.lysis 'l'l:ts 

re<;.ui:red. H·'Wevar, the depth of the timely +.act:ical :reports prepared 

a;;; w~ll as the completeness of the t~ctical I"Elquiremen ts placed ·:m th~ 

f:ie1.d lircces.sing. Th·Ls fact. 'f.:~.s X'i::iCognized by USA.:"SS 6.l""·:.~ 9.S early as 
Ii 

June 1952, He.adquarter!:! t"SAFSS began pr..asin.g out a.f' !.i•>:mal a.n<!lys:l.s 

i I 

fl.me tb!'i.s :ce'.ls i,:_,:z to the Flj.:r' ~-=t s ttua t.fon. On 20 June .i> US.AFSS . ' 
I I 

d.·.l.a;::or:·t;tr.n1e:d ~rn;:.lyais of Chk.xn PVO and instru:.t,,;:d t.'le Grcliup t·::i stop 
11 

fvl'l~ardi:::g TADS and RDF fix reports. At the satr:,e tilllC! USAFSS ins-
1 I 

,... 11 129 
t:i."':cted the G-!-.:i'lp tc• forward only the result\S of' the "'roup analysis. 

I l 

128. :~, 6S'20tl1 SG to 11:i; USAl'SS, Cite• SO 925, 19 >1, . .11. rll9S2. 
dodo :)17 O 

129. TUX, CG, USAFSS to co, 6920tn so, Cite: OAD-22424, 20 JW1e 1952. 
Sodo 3180 
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281 

Furtherruc-re.11 early ir. July 1952, USAFSS directed the G:rcup t.o assume 

full responsibility for all analysis of the :3rd Long Range Air Army 

and 9t.h and !0th Air Army admtnistrative nets. Report.."l from USAFSS 

Wc.'!'e to be based or. Gr01.ip analys:is. l30 Moreover, during August, 

USAFSS phased the· responsibility for explcitati.on of kw-level or-ypt 
131 

s7ste:ms int~ Group analysis, and instructed the Group to commen~e 

traff"i<:: identification functions on all Morse traffic .!.32 

D-::ta::;rLriler.t.];51 Operations Improved. Meanwhile» during this 

period, the Gr-c.up a tt.<;lllpt.ed to improve the quality of intelligence 

reports prod:a.ced l::y the unit in Korea. By necessity, this pro.olem had 

t..::> be appr.:iacJ:>...ed from the processing standpoint. Hence, the G.roup 

be6an action designed to increase the effectiveness of 

25x3 

process ra... e .1 • pc-si-
i I 

i..'.i0l1s :; us i:;'.!g I.FSA :i:ecc·veri.es,, and dissemina t;;, the results dire~t-ly 
I 

tc· t:."le $th Air F::orce. H.:>wever·~ this effort required a clea:rabi~ Korean 

:?.30·. 

l.31. 

lJ2.o 

THI., CG, USAF SS to CO: 6920th SGj) Cite~ OAD-22624, 3 Jul\1952. 
Sod o -:~o ........... I 
T'NX!. CGs US • .\FSS to co, 6920th so, Ciba: OAD-2:3:257, 21 Ai;.~ 1952. 
!>o:io 320 .. 

ls'.; Ini (Ltr., Hq USAFSS to CO: 6920th SG, ~ubj: 
Rew .Material» 24 June 1952) Hq, 6920th SG to CG, 
::i.952. s.d. 321. 

I 
Packagirig of · 
USAFSS, 130 Aug . 

I 
I 
1 

'E'. L. 86-36 
EO 3.3b(3) 
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. 13" 
translatorD whi:::h the Group b~ieved AFSA ~h:.uld ~1lpply, ... 

A t:-a~isl.~tor wae supplied and, "b7 A.ugust1 th~ effort was well 

ur..der waya By that time, MaJ?r Cho* of DE)tachment 'J.Sl was co:r:

cer:trating en air t:ra:f'fico ·The ROK crypt analyst had organizi;;d e 

t~af!i: ar.alysis ee~tion and was indicating his own.system and net . . . 

designations on all translations. Al~o, an English translator was 

b-=:i.ng pi:aeed into the Cho eff?rt so t.~t USP.FSS could handle the 

p:t'~·bl.=.irn in the future~ · .Al though the AFSA recove:r'i.es were being 

used in conjll!le~fon with the Cho effort., they we:r-e used only by 
. l.34 

indoctrinated u.s. personnel.. In addition, an Intelligence Pro-

duction Officer was sent from the Group t·o· Kc·:rca to aEsist Detaoh-

me1.1t 151 in ~Cl'!lpil.i...."lg spc~ items of ~.ntelligence ria.tureo 

Finally., a small support proc:es13ing effort was estabiished aT. 

tha Gl'ot.~p to c..:.11.ate 'the De.tachment products and furnish •qontinuity 

on parsonalit:!.,as, a.~.:::''.i'ields, etc. This acticn was also irl · s~xr:oort of 
' ".t". 

the ded.aion to de"T~lop a UoS• capability ft:;:t' .production• Qf North 
. I 

. Kc:r-:H:l~\~OllINT in oase USAFSS lo~t its indiger:.o-.JS cs.peb:!.ll~y (Majer 

Cho). U~' The acti,,rity had ir.creased by early .November t~ -:.11e extent 
. .J..411 --

l3;o '!'WX:,. 6920th SG to CG, USAFSS, Cite: AP 7209 8 Apr li952. s.d. )22o 

• 86-36 
3.3b(3) 

131 "'1lrV 6 2,..... .:.-o CG U"AFSS Cit AP 229 "' A· - '-ibt"."' ·- d 1 .., .• -..:.. ... .. ,,,., 9 ,.,,,::; .., to ll. ::::. , e: , J. '·!e-. I.Jot; ,;.:.o .::.. Of ,.,c::j. 

135.. Ltr. 11 6920th SG to CGJ USAFSS, Subj: Semi-monthly ~~og:r6!s . 
&port Number 25 11 27 Sep 1952. s.d. 324. 'I 

I • * Majo:- C'no,, Wh·::> had been promoted and decoratsd by that[ date; wa~ 

roa;ii'I• ;bi ba;k1 .. "' lio•th ~!,""'" ·~" .,,.,,;f' ....... ) ;· th·u 
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that tt.: Group ~ons ollda ted a 11 effort relative to exploit.a ti.on of -

ffiemy air combat tactics in Korea_ •. This consolidatior, was accom-

plished to 1'monish a c:l6se1Y- coordinated technical backup and intel

ligence reporting servi-ce for the Chic:om, Russian and North Ko:r-ean 

air voice and ·associated PV~ ~fforto136 Also, AFSA supplied an ex-

perienced Korean linguist for the Group effort. This permitt-eq the 

Group to exploit the AFSA and USAFSS recoveries which could not be 

given to the Cho uni to l)f However, Detachment .151- contirlued tow or~· 
wi t.h the major Russian, Chinese a_nd No?'.th Korean GCI problem throughout 

l.38 t..~e pe~iod, although the Group did handle disseminatior. of dec:rYPts~9 

Ai::- ForQe Utilization of TACOMINT. ·The TACOMINT support of the 

Tactical Air units during 19.52 was recognized by those units in many 

wa~-s. However, the most ~omp~e,te e.valuation of this support w~s made 

.by the Direct.or of Intelli'gent.e, .5tll Air Force, in Voiume VII~ :or 

"Tactical Intelligence Activities in Korea. 111 In t.he intrcxiuc~Jon to 
I I 

the Sect!on on Use of Communications Intelligence by Fifth Ailj :Fc.rce 

- 140 
that of!' ice wrote: 

I 
i I 
I I 

1J6. 

l.37o 

138. 

TWXs 6920t..'"i. SG to _c_ G, USAFSSj) Cite~ AP 903.!' 10 Na.,. 1952.1 1s.d. 325. 
-- . I 

TWXJ) 692Cth SG to CG~- USAFSS~ Cite~ SG 103, 28 Nov 19~,2.I s.d. 3260 
, I 
- ' 

T{iX.~ 6920th SG to CGJ) USAFSS, Cite: P:P i13: 1 Nov 19520 ! ~"d~ 327. 

'IWX,11 6920th SG to CGJ> USAFSS, Cite: AP 2211 29 Sept 19521. s~do 328. 

I 
V-::-lume VIIIJ> !!2tical Air Intelligence Activi t-ies in Kor.ea, 
TSC 22_76. I 

I 
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C::•m.m'.!Il1.;:.aticns Inte:lig-::rice is ,,f direc't p:ractical value to 
a ta':·t:..~;al Air For:eo Thi.s study has be.;r, p:::-epar~d in or::!er· 
that these v;ho t.!Ei.'"Y~ be~n· instrumental :!.n p:-ovid.i!~g Fift.r, Ai::
Fcrce with a .:crur,:iun!.cations Intallige~!Ce ·:apabillty ~d.lJ. be 
cogniza~~t of the resultso 

C:jn~ern::'Jig t:.e value of TACOMINT to the ·ractii:.al Air Fcrce, the 

Dire: tor of Inti:!lligence d t.ed the fr.ll:)l'ling ways and. areas in which 

TACOMINT suppc1't had been benefi~ial to the 5th Air For::e. 

Passage of Warning: Teams one and two of' Detachmeut 15'1~ 
15th P.a~io Squadron, Mobile, 6920th Security Grmp pa rtici
;e.t.~d in the a.~.~rt warning Ser.rice fo.r." a:i..:r-t"•:raft ope r·ations, 
in Nc•rth Ko~ao This participation con~lata-:! o:· p3.~a:!.ng 
radar· type t:rac';ca ~-=' ~.he Tactical Air D!re·:::tor Center fo-:" in
tegration with radar inf'orir.n. tion9 or ii action based solely :1pon 
the i.nterc~pt informa tfono 

Information de::::i.~"ad from in:ter·:;1!pi:. has an ad1."'!!nta.ge ov-er radar 
ir,fo~a ticn in ·t.he: t the intentior.a r:,f: the enemy air,;:·,!"af:. are 
u..~ue.:.ly kr;;~l'!o o • This :information is used t'::. "Warn f: .. iendly 
a:i....,;r.aft :ind P'Jsj .. tion UN fighter aircraft for i:;.tt".:r::::epti.on of 
tl1e er.err.::io 

F:ights of Non-IQ.is sian are i.den+.i!'ied. to t.h-:: Ta::: tl::al Ai~ 
Direction Center ir1 order· that UN fight...e::-s may inte:mept 
them ir•:m information passed to them by t.he T.ADC.. 'The 
advanb.ge i .. :i that such i':.ight.9 a!"e u;:-1211].y lesser t:rkined 
than the Russian flights and result.&nt r1'.\£:11ls 11 a:ra p.ighe:-·o 

1 I 
I 

Target~: .An.aly~izi of Vcice and c/w inta:r·0epts ar~d 'the use c.f 
refined COMii'll' re:pc-!<ts a.,,d publication ha;,~ aided in the select
.i~ of lucrativ~ U.rgets. Comnunicatiol"..s Intelligence is usa
fol in r'9~.::::gn:izir;,g s~1itable :.:'leeting targets such ap; tro;:,p '5.;.;d 
s.ipp:fy movarn.~nts. when us~d. ir. ~onjunction ''i th ~clly ~eral in
·,~e.ll!g~r.c~~ it a:·.d~ in confirming sta-pply buildups ar;a ma1;-, 
road and :rail ~uppl.y Y.utit.=!~ o 

1 I 
Alerts,~ Inter'cepted traffic and "spoti! messages f::.•L GOidINT 
:prod"l~ing agencies alert Fifth Air Force !''ega.rdi.'l.g 1,):,heduled 
ar1d actui'il flights ,,f enemy air~raft into ihr·tt. Ko:r~L 

kst F:.:1.c~.s ~ Thot~ug:C. (sic) a combination of colla Ur·al and 
.... .. .;.,. .,. . .; ·- .t ·_ ,l.J .... '"'· ~..:.. ·- ,., :::i na1--=-- .--.-b!,_,. · ,Jommun ... _a., .• o.,s .;.Ut.e.1. _genl.:e, 1.,, L> 0...,ca, __ o J.,r P-''"-ri~,..,e t.v 
~+..ab lis!:. fo.a i::.•:::nditlon ::>f UM pilct'3 'IVn•:) 'li~;:re b;:.ibil ·:·01 t r_.r 
crashed in N..:·r"':h Kored.o 

i 

TOP .. SECRET EIDER 

No Objection To Declassification in Part 2013/11/19: MDR-USAF-MDR-62597-1-2 



No Objection To Declassification in Part 2013/11/19: MDR-USAF-MDR-62597-1-2 
DOCID: 3737095 

TOP. SECRET EIDER 
• i 28.5 

Weather: .Monitoring of .Chinese and Manchuria-n frequencies} for 
Weather information las enabled the Weather Officers who support 
Fifth Air Force to forecast forthcoming weather conditions with 

I 
a high degr,ee of accuracy. This has been an illlportant factor 
since using an oversimplifies tion, Korean Weather is 11horn" in 
China and Manchuria. · 

Agent. and Guerilla Activi;ties 2 C/w intercept bas on numerous 
occasions disclosed the enemy's knowledge regarding UN agent 
and Guerilla activity. It has provided ini'on:nation regarding 

· captured agents and areas which the enemy is keeping unde:r close 
surveillance. 

Capabilities and Intentions: T"ne efficaciousness ;;:;f CommWJ.ica
tions Intelligence is most noteworthy in giving indications of 
the enemy 1s capabilities and intentions o Although this phase 
must be used with utmost discretion and mly after careful con
sideration of all related factors, it can be helpful in deter
mining the validity of enemy air and ground offensive prepara
tion.so 

In addition to the above contributions, the TACWINT effort sup-
' I 

I 

plied the UN Forces with information cf political significance.:in 
141 I; 

relation to Col!lllunists charges of germ wa:r·fare, treatment ~:f 

UN prisoners of war~l.42 and Communist ai:::- violations .of the K<!-~song 

a.re a a ll.i3 
I. 

to CG~ USAFSS, Cite: CS 377s 26 Jk~ 1952. 

11 
cs ~1-82. ·J.·5 J1an1 ,_952 • to CG, USAFSS~ Cite~ - ~ u 

. I l. 

141. TWX, Det 151, 15th RSM 
s.d. J"O ...., 0 

!4L 'IWX: Det 151~ 15th RSM 
s.do 3300 

lLJ .. TllX,, 6$:?.0th SG to DIRAFSA~ Cite: AP 538, 18 Oct 1952. s.d. 3310 
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CJiAPTER VI 

Bevieion of NSCID Ne. 9 To The Truce 

'lhe seven-month period l:'t.S.rxeted in this Chapter began and enied with 

events 111".1.ch exerted a great d~l ot ini'luence on the entire USAFSS 

COMINT effo:rto These major events were: (1) the revision of NSCm Noo 9 

and (2) the signing of a ~uce in Korea. However, barrlng the effect of 

semntio rria.neuve?"ing to retain, iu principle~ fietld operational auto

nomy and the inf'luenoe of strateigic redeployment of ur1its to maintain an 

effectiv~ ~ft.ei-truce COMINT o:a.pability~ the greatest force exert.ed on 

Air COMINT opel'!itions during the peric.d resulted from the ~~r!iional or 

Close Support GOMINT* requirements of the Air Fc,rc~. There£oJi this 
. I 

period WM one in which the required mcmentum of the Air COMINT service 

was sufficientlJC' .:f.'oree:ful to condition m1.ny e:f.f.eets of the two,•jor 
I 

events or th_e p~l."iod.o 

MATIONAL COMINT EFFORT REVISED 

Although the :re{lrgard~ation of .the U., S., COMINT structure osten

gibly ::"1!.sulted frcu: l~commendatiori!: ode by tha 11 Bri:JWr.ell CommiJtee11 

a.f'ter its su.rvl!y of the p:-ocedures for prod.uction or COl.fINT, iJ could 

well r.it·.re been the accrued effect cf mt.l'JY' months of experience and 
. . I 

r~egotiations: on the part of the a.gencies conoern~do Ir:.-espee:U1e of 

the pos~ibilities 9 the Uo So COYINT effort was reorganized and lhe 
I. 

* Henceforth, the term 1tClose Support COW:NT will be used .u:i· ~i~u of 
t.he term 11 TACOMIN'r' in th'1 narr-a tive er this study» ex.ef!p't: :i.in1 th-'!1 
case of quotaticnso 'Ibis change 1n nomenclature was Dll.de rdrl c en-

.. sistency in document tenrdnology. 
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Nathnal COMINT Directivep NSC!D No .. 9 (Revised)!I datPd 2~ C.Otober 

1952,, was ~·romulgatedo This directive placed all COMINT coll-e,:tio:l 

and pr.xfuctions resources of the United States 'ander the ~rational 

a.~ technical control of the Directorii National Security ~gency (D!P..NSA)o 

Fu...""t~r, t'he DIRNSA was authorized direct access to 51 and communication 

with, any COIUNT element on any matter or operational or ~chn!cal con-

trol and was given authority to obtain any infO?'!!lation or intelligence 

!lit tedal d~ired from the COMINr elemento The Director o!' NSA could9 

h~wever~ when d~~med necessary for close support of elemet,its o:t' +~he 

' 
Armed Fo:rces er· other agencies being served, delegate di~ct Cpt!rati:enal 

. . ; I 
control of specific COMINT facilities and resources to militar,;:- cc.m~ 

l I .. 
'Ninders er to the chiefs of other agencies being supporUi'4o The length 

I I 
•:>f these peric..::.:s and the speei.fie projects were to be de~1mined by the 

DIRNSA.
1 I 

CO.U:Drr Production_~!Eonsibilities Determined: Folllcml ing the 

promulgation o.f the revised directive, the Director o! NS~ and the 

c...,,.nder, lJSAFSS, O!"'ned r.egotl.ations relative to the jil•fon of i.!r 

COMINT production responsibilitieso 0Sler.t.lly9 'DI:RNSA asshmed full 
. . l l . 

:e~ponsibility for the acaanplishment of the no:t'IT•l~ r~c.,.r-!lnt pro-

c.~aing of' M.r intercept aui related nater·ial which had tf be i~r

i'ol.~e.d at a central location in the Uni U!d States in order to£ ul!'ill 

lo NS CID Ne. 9 (Revised) 29 Dec 1952. 

I 
\ 

I 
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:t'equireirients .;;f the Ail" Force !or C.OMINTo2 Headquarters, USAFSS was dele

gated the mission of performing Close Support tasks fc·r the Ai:- Defense 

Command9 ioe:o 9 wcrfr.ing tb9 Russian Long Range Air Force problem. In addi-

t.ion, ~iSA Operetions Order 301 delegat~ Civil Air~ lfri.i.t c:apabilit:r Studies J , 

Special Projects and Worldwide Navigational Air Responsibilities to USAFSS. 

In the ~r Fast the 6920th Security Group contirmed to operate 

under status quo conditio1i8J miseior1-w1se, Wltil 20 July 1953.. At 

' * ti"-..&t. time 9 the DIRNSA e.nd CIOl!:!ln9.rxier, USAFSS 1 via an operational order, 

dt'llegE.te.d t:.i.e foll+:M!ing ndssicc to the Group: 
3 

To prcrlde 9 operate and c-:.ntrol Cl!rbin intercept !'&oili t&f~s 
and c.cnduct sue.h pr·ocessing as may be requi:r-ed to produce . : 
COMINT and El.INT in ClOH Support or FFJ.F, JADF, $th Air : I 

Force a11d FE.AF BOMCOM, and other Air Unite commHt.ed to or 
'Which may L@o OO!llli!itted to cant.at ope:ratior.e :!.n t.he Far East:o 

11 
To provide~ opers.t.e and control designated int~t~~pt f!!.ei~
iies and concuct such :9l"'O~essing as may be required to I 
preduca COIUNT and EUNT in general support of FEAF ard I 
std:io~te -units in the Fsr Pl!lst. j 
To corduct procl!!:ssing snq reporting in support of. t.~ St -

1 
tegic Air Com.and.. . I 
To per.fc!"l!'i assig..'l.ed t.a!'ke as required ta assist Headqt;arte.rs si 
USAFS9 in acct;mpl:Lsh:!.iJ.g it.a Clese Support m~ssion for the j 
Air De:le-r.i.S & C omr.:11.nd o .· \ · 

To pNvido?: an,1 op~t'a't.e addi"uional interc~pt faoill':t:-i~s and; 
comuct sucl;. processing 11a may ~ directed by the DIRNSA , 

1 

in support or the National COMIHT e-.f'.t'ort. · · \ j 

- · - ·II 
~., Lt.r o P Hq,.o NSA to CG i> US.AFSS 1 Subj o : CCUINT Pr:x:~s sing Fune tlpns To 

Be Accomplished 1~1 Headquarters US.&.FSS t; 15 Apr l.953 3 Sel:"iall 0002)0. 
Sod.o 3~J' o 

,;,. USAFSS {)pf.re. ti::im1 Order No. 2-5.3) 20 Jul 19$3. i 
. 1so I 

* It. 11'4~ agre-ed by DI3NSA alt! C®m.tn:ler p USAFSS 9 that the Clpeire. tiom 
orders t..o USAF.SS ".lni. ts 1f ould b'l!lllr a IJSJ..FSS Con:ma.nd 11..-ie. Hence j) 
t."1e El.INT mi-a rd.on l'lae incorp:;l.'1>. ted in the same operational ctt'd.er 
ttith the COMINT missiono 
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~~.~al or Mission Control Delegated. Ac"rually 9 the "lyz:m~ 

Ca.n:in.:i:ft Agreement fer· int-ercept control remained in effect until 

ZO .JU'ille 1953.. On that date the agreement was abrogated and the fol= 

lowir.ig e.J.loc!ltion of intercept positions •s ins ti ttitedo Headqt:.a::-ters ~ 

USAFSS "as allocated 40 positions for coverage 0£ the Russian Long Range 

~Ur F,~,rce :act:!.:rity and five positions for covenige of the European 

Civil Air Metso Th" 6920t...'1. Group was allocated fb-e positic.ns (proe

·rl.cu~ly known as Sq~.adron positions) for local ::'lex:ibil!~,y .. 'lh~ 

r61J',itlning Group ;iosi tions were allocated to NSA for mission oont:t•ol 

until operations instructions could be issued~ DIRNSA d~d t~~tati~ly 

agr-1~ to allooa.te 56 positiona t,o t~ Group at. e. later da:~o 4 

11 
On 13 July 1953, NSA (through USAFSS) allocated 67 iositions to 

the Group r:r mission control. These positions weni to tie! emplc;yed 

~6 follows? 

To c"~r the non=.fighte:r "t.at:tics.l and administre:tive\ a.ctd.\'i
ty of the 9th Ru.uian ~ctical Air Army and a'l!Ch nonilr"ighter 
and admin!stT.'8tive activity of th~ 10th Tactical ~i:r1 ~rmy 5S 

:.ould. be :ir1t..ercepted from sites available tie the o92pth 
Se.c·!lrity Ot'oup. . . · I I 
To cover the fighter activity of the lbsaian Air Dei'i!l".Se 
~;:.~m 1n 1l1e NOrthern and .Southern Uar~ti,,.-s.J<llaituril•• 

To cove::· th~ Chi."l'!Se Comnnmist Na'lfigatioml Activity in M.ar .... 
ehuriao 

'l'o pNT.r:l.de Close COJlDr!' Support to USAF ccmmanders J Koreao 
I 

. I ---- ir---;-
4o T'NX9 CG9 US.4.FSS to CO, 6920th SG~ Cite~ OAD-217$3 9 171Jun 53. Sod. 3)3o 

. I I 
$. 'l'WI!> Coadr·9 USAFSS to Comdr,, 6920.th SGs Cite~ OID-2202~r 13 Jul 1953 .. 

! .. ~~ 334., ·e- , 11 
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Of th~ t~:r(.a;. pc:-.a:!.t..i.·:>ns allocated to Group ·~ontrol .and for, covera~ 

of the abcve Ul"getsr 16 m~rs& and 10 ;-oice positior.ia "l'lere to be :.:an

mitt.ed to the TACOMINT effort. 

FIELD OPERATION.Al. AUl'CNOYY MODIFIED 

Implementation of NSCID No. 9 (Revised) and ~:JA Ci~ula:- Noo l. 

also exert..ed a great deal of influence on. field activities. In reality, 

field pro-::essing organiz.a t.ions (Groups and Indep.e;ndent. Squad:<-o:os) 'lfere 

r~etl ~t a co~..siderable amount oi tabula.tion probl~ms 1r1 respect to 

~r..agement of i•-itercept positions. This effect en Group .fur1ct~c;ms 
I, 

resulted frl•m assigning Op@rat:ional missions to the G:r.eup ae -well an 
; i 

to HeadqiJariie:nlls USAFSS., Further 9 the G:roopwasaut.h!lr-iz~d th!! 1contr·ol 

( of .facilities n~ce2sary to fuJ.fHl the pro.~ess:Ul.g am :reportin~lre!ipon
sibilities 111 i:t.s &sslgn~d, gene!."21 s.nd cl,:..,se e1TnoG,rt· mis ~ions! i In 

-L'- I I 

rebtion to field e:rnloi ta.ticn. onh"' th!' t"~hnical suppc:-rt m ecr.J111-::s . , . . l I 
'!!t!!l"e rncd~.!ibd.o While the trend tov-;:ar-1 {':ent~lizetior, of C"7':t r6l of all 

COJ.UNT wae i;.u"t.hvJ.."'it.:~.:i it<.!"Jd ~mbodied in the abo\'e d.ir.ec:tiv-~a. fa Jc+.u~l. 
" ~ i ·.· . Id · 

pm.ctice each pr·r.;cess_11g e-:.he.tc·n w;;s g ven more authority t>:-· ~on~ '!:.Ct. 
11 

its aesigr.ed missic:lo * I 

Gr.c:'c.~ Colli!ction i.!ld C-o~d~t'c1l E.f~o As previously o'tat~d.ll •.:,n~ 

50-50 mi•sic<. •••ig."'"-'t i&J>l>O,.ntod l:y the ~.n...C•>.iM Agree~+ 
g~=n'!ra.lly :pr~~ttilf!d ~lt,dl June 1953e H~:r:ce 9 the Gr·oup ~ont.inu.,, to 

* '!he eval\l.!l--::: of t:r.e effect :r the abcve duoecti ~~ on :f'i~!~ 
operativT1al ai.itonomy was fur-n~.shed by Mr·o Ralp:t~ J .. kCit:·t.:.1!;)1.ll 
Techr.ical Advisort> AFSCC. HQS US.A.FSS TSC :··b !:. Sl·C9S.2S 

C(>P'. ! ............ c,·. 
1

1 

P~;C'J:> ..f .~j· ,,= '·.;.;.i- .. ·············±·o .. ··· .I• • 
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·;;or.d.uct. .:cllec tion acti-.rities in consor:&nee with ~.ts ccn::ept er opera= 

t!.onal autonomy.ll a .factor re.f'le•ct~d.11 to a ~ertain extentJ> in the 1"inal 

<i~legation of field responsibilitieso As late as 28 January l'.~53 9 

+-..h~ ili'oup p~ol!d ,several navigational air ca.ses into one ~ssignment 

at en;! posi tiono This chang~ lfas made iri oroer to utilize the 

intercept capability to its fullest capacityo Actually-9 seve:ral of the 

,:-:ases <rl a~:signment had been "nil heard19 for some timeo Hences it was 

';:;!:11eved that one pcs:!. ti on on rota ting mon1 tors hip could guard t .• he f:re-

qt:.encies t:S!d by the target cases during their mo!t active period 

. * . {lDOC' to 2000Z) and act as a tip-off posit!ono Thnsj.' more p:eoductive 
! !c. . 

assignmente: ~ould be given the positions no?'lllally _,ngaged~ 
. I I 

Moreover, the Group again demonstrated the r.eed. for[ f''tet:~;ept 
. . : I 

:·1-exibilit,y in Feb~y 1953 in relati·on to inte:-cept cmt~~L At .. 
! I .. · · ~;L;.;!~;f 

tr.at time~ ~'SA instructed the Group to place~.jj ~~:,T~rage 

at. USA 54B (Old.nawa). 'Ihe traffic f'ran this~gl.:l.ly desirable 

lilt th~ C"!'~':lup because of the Weather by=products~ Sin~ie \~L.f'Jie;· pr·':>= 
· 1 

r.:'>!ssing was th>!n being performed at USA 5'4 (Ashiya) ~ the i":.up . 
p~ced the ..::a3e on intercept assignment at USA 540 NSA pl"Ch!!t-"d 

the .fl.ct and USAFSS ir.structed the Group to ir.i-pl.e.raent the Jssignrnent. 

in acc<>i-d&l1ce with the NSA desireo 1 AB a reelll.t1 the GroJp reassigned 
11 

14 8 
11. ..-

5
= 

60 TWXs 6920~ SQ to Hq» USAFSS, Cite: SG 99 2 Jan 11530 ~od. J3 o 

7 0 'lWXp CG USA...""SS ·to CO q920th SG, Cite~ OAD~916h9v 3 Jr 19530 sod. 3360 

~ '!'wo po~i tior..s Wl!lr-9 ac.tually used as the monitoring or lip=off 
p-">e:i.ti.cn~ v !"Ota t.ing the moni to:rship from one night .rrequ~ncy 
to the next,, ~ ont.ini.1ous ly. 11 
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the oase to USA 5'.J.B .al thou~ th~ trar.smission deJ.ay invplved rer..d&red 
the ~a ther portion 01 '· --·- -;5: 3 -

1 -~-~ ·- ·- )"u!fii~~!o -s~·~;~~:~tly s on 

6 Mar..:h the Qr.ooup pointed out to N$Aatid USAFSS that the Weather pro

ducU! from[7. ~~E-~~:~mounted to approximately- 50 per cent or all 

Chinese Weather being dis!!'~inated in the Far East. Further, the 

Group t'equested Uiat the NS-A decision be recom:idered and authority 
. . 8 

b6 grEJX;ted to ccn·er the case at USA Sh or 59 (Johnson). _This autho-

:t'ity wae. granted by NSA late in April 195309 

By the time the Group received its mission and allr.ication of 

intercept faci1i ties for fulfillm~t there_o:f' P the Zone 0£ Intedo:i: 

interce}>t control effort had becom!\! sOC!ewhat routine and complete in 

na;ture. By Kay 195), Detachmer.t l ()?"USA ~4A r.ad begun t~ !!ubmit 

L"lt111rc<!pt -activ:i t:y sheets' to NSA and USAF.SS.. '::"Ms was th~ !'ir~t t,ime 
i I 

:L-1 :t.'tl~ ~ist.e-nce- -cf the intercept capability in Korea t.ha.t NSA i1nd 
10 Fut I USAFSS wer-e able to m<)l'lit.cr intercept ,.::;0"7~rag6 in Korea. a :i;-t:her, 

by -let~ June~ NSA had E:s't.:ifbl:lshed mission control number~ for JJsign-
- . - l I . 

ing minsions to thi! 6920th Gro~p.. '!'his cont,·o~ tcc·l was de3iglj°' to 

m1tbt&1n continuity by preventing loss c.•r midplacement •:it G.i1es~cn 

."" trol it ..... 
11 

. ___ • _jl 
-- 11, 
8.. 'lW"l~ 69~0".;h SG t-o CG:> TJSAFSS .11 Cits: SG 8lli> 6 lf.ar 19$J .. s "l" 337" 

'J., TW:Cj) CG USAFSS to co~ 6920th SG, Cite: OAD-lB=-21244, 22 Api!- 19.53 .. 
Sodo 3380 I -

10. '!WI, 6920th SG to CG, USAF SS;' Cit~: SG 631, 27 !hr 1953. lrd· 339. 

11. TW'l~ DIRNSA t(I CO, 6920th SGp D'.:.'C l81747Z Jun 19530 Sodo )L:O • 

. -. --. ; -- , :\ I 
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Also~ ~he G~~up &ttempted to increase the collection ~~pacity of tne 

vi~i t f:ro'.11 ~...ne DIRHSA in May 19530 At that time.!> t.'if! DIRNSA iridica~d 

int-!!:r.:::ept operators i.n selecting ~nter.nas. Various opera.tor'.::i did rri•;'! 

;;\'4~-iZ.:C4:it:e tc pr'0"!1"ide mtor·e or l~s rapid liUltenna select.ion by ilmlti= 

·~=.:.;~:;>1er U'l''<l~'l:: at. trick chief consoles.
12

. 

T~re.for.!!, when the DIRNSA e.xpressed h!s conc8rn abofr t.~e lack 
Ii 

;sf a'.lc:1 !a•!-H:l t'i!!!a fr::r Sl!!leoting an~nnas by pushing a ·e-u ttnn f:1r· 

-::..u~.,,ing a ewit\:;h.11 the G;.,"'(ltrp took unilateral action tc sol""ill the problem. 
. I -

It. di~.::ted a!l t..lte R:i'Y 0a, in e1' !ar as possible, to prc;c;id.e mvr., than 

.,~ anten~.i!. tc all search positions and positions ;'fith m;:rlJ-~g i:.41'5•!:tS 

p 0'.!>Sitions which ot.herwise net!ded instan:t choice of a.:ttllns.ao !'.hie w.as 

"?;:':' be accoiirf:!.i:!h~ b:; installing multiple choice* .facili tHs~ Si.r1.1?-e 

l 
th~ iJ~.k-p had enly f01.u~ n:ult!eoupl-ers J' it requested US.AFSS t.o i.;;:medi.ately 

pl"Cl-!'i'!.:4.re '!oa:d.al switches 1n sufficient Quant.'! ty 'tO ll11!et t.~is requirt9mteir• t 

and inf,,;.rmed USAFSS that r:otary tap ,,witches 11 .if av.o.ihbll

1

.J co-..ild be i:.st11d 

i..'1 the in tar.i.'!l o 

i 
·--~ 11· 
12. Hqp 692Ctll SG Staff Studyll Subj o ~ Radio Frequency DistrlbuM.o?~.ll U Oct 

19$30 11 

lJ., TNX5 6920-l;h SG to lst RSM, Cite: GCM 0269, 2 May 195~·1 s.d. 14'lo 

?l.. 'HX, 6;>10tll SG to CG, USAF SS, Gito • GCll 02 65, 2 llay 115 3. s • d. 342 • 

~ l~se fa'tet:i."!i nr.lltiple choice fadB.ties wen to eonl!is~ of th!'ee 
~ .... more e!:l'.ir....a.l .:ablM fl<'cm '!.ach inter.¢eot pcsi tion sed.~ct$d to 
we !llul'ti~-oupln.'! a..cd a -coe.:rla.1 switch. at each of the ~.dsi ticr.s" 
whi~h would allow the vp!!r.ator to select any one of thr~~ er m•'n 
•lt!t-sr:.rsii.~ foz" his reeeivero 
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t.he basis vf the expen:se invo~:~ed for a.".l interim solution to the p:t>c"' 

t.."ritil proper Coiilponents could be prootired, and an economical '0~1l;ti.N~ 

tc the radio frequency di:stlvibuticn problem could be de"!el·::p~do H~ad-

qua.r~:::"S r IBAFSS did approve the propo!!!ad ch.angeo7e.r to automatic 

3~t,fmna :s~l°'ction <m s~~h positions,· prorlding th~ ratic "l'lae ~·•~~ 

. - . 15 
s~~:r~h t() 10 reguh:!" 1nterc:e.pt pos!tio~is. 

In respect t.I'.> th€ int~r=s'!:r-:ice agreement.r t.~ Group and t!).e i'b·ry 

LfJSN 32} COII!pl-eted anangel!!ent~ in early FebrJ.ary 1953 wheret1J · f.l'.~ Gr.)1:tp 

l'lould :="eC'!'j.'\"e .all the R.isaian ;:i.llval ail"' ccpied by USN 39 2nd i-:.~ !,,;b·, 
i I 

c::-din;;:te uni ts. Tbi~ agr,eement resulted ~om the. conc!u!'l!icn b1 th~ C:r,::')~_tp 

.s.nd USN 39 that t.hey were givi..rig th!<i:.. .. consu:n!::,l"'S inz.:•.;:rpl~ts &nd s'.:>'.'l~-

.. ,,_ · i · 6' ~-- ,,_ i ... ,_ - .. LI ,. , 
't.l.ITies, ,;,.uGccurat.e P' cture8 ~ ... nw:>S.L.Sl"t 2. T' aet1UTJ:'f toeC!!ttS!! -.:::,; Tr .:t·;: .. ~ 

s:A,:m. r:•f na~:i. and mtlltary air responsibilities. Hen,;.~l> tl•e C:lT'f." 
lH:u::.d. use t11f· ~;cirnbined intercept for ~nalj"!3is or and ~·~rpcrting I on t]i~ 

. I 
fu:.isiax1 aitt p::-oble:no I:i essence.;1 the agr.eeroent provided fr;:,~ r:::;rr _;;;;. ~.:.: 

dis<"' Hrr"" air reporting a !d fo ""'"'<l it: . t·••hnioa l s"'""" '.;" jd
1 

t.h . ., · 

,, • . ... ~.L~ --- d ,,,..;.s f··rt -b an..J ........ ~ ~·t·<' .•••.. -.•.• ' .. -• .,"< ''·,~~· G:r;;>up ..:.: the re • .,~~-"'"' }' .. vve s ... .,.i..s £:.:·Ory ""' ...... u, L·r: ... ,. "i='.t·"'""I""":·_··'~ 

the addi tiou ·'.)f CDICFACFLT and CCJ!lNA'JFE tr.I th~ Gr"up 9 s list \.•!' :im,,:'7.~ 

~l=-o·'~ oiistar.e!<>. By llmh 1953 th< orrangemen~:_~ ~·"~~:". 
.. r:· ~NX '°'G 1rAFs5 t co M"'O'h so Cit orn 2 c .. - .. , e Ml I Ll.l."" •_.r·(~ 1 d""S' ~. ~ ~ . 0 ~ ··.~rt & S • e~ GD.,,;:bt.;..i.f! I ·=--·Yi f

1

.! .. .-::--.:o 
s 0 0 .,.:\!l .. : 0 \ 

160 Lt:-ot Eqll 6S'20t.h SG ti:'; CG,g t!SAF~Ss ;;'.ub.'!c ~ Ser!•.!::J!,:mthly Pr·cls-:~•;e 
R~pert Nnr.lb~•·' ::4.r- 11 Feb ~9.S;.. Sodo 3,L.4. . 11 
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and t.he Navy cui!ltomers had expt'l'ssed satisfaction with the result:::;~ 17 

In addi:tion, the Mavy» by arra.ngoement with the G:-oup., estab~ished an 

R/T position at the Wakkana~ Detachment to support the air ix;t'!<:-cept 

effort. This action included the furnishing of equip1iHmt s.r.d p"rsoonel 

:t-;;r the po.•Ji ti on, and recorder equipment for two USAFSS 'po:3i tic.r..s .. 

9.!.2up_ T~"C.hr_!ical Report.L-lg Erfert. The trerrl towutl more technical 

-=·~pcrt1ng by field units continued to increase thro-.::.gh-out the ~rioo 

und_,r consider~ticn in spite of thie e.arly st.and tak~1 b7 the 692:Jt.,h 

* O:!'cup on t~ requirements and subsequent a tt~pts to m•:)di£;:r the progr-n..i-n;; 
; I 

poarti•::;:..larly the TECSW ~quirement.s. By late January 1963;i tht! GJ.<.oup 
I I 

had i.'!'!pleinented TECSUM Reporting (a CIOP 307-1) as folfowlsl: All air/grt11md 
i; 

&rd PVO eummaries were colleot.ed from the interce.:-'t si tes1 py the G::-o~-p" 
I I 

·1rhi;;h complle-1. thes., T!'.CSUMS and forwarded them t,O NSA a:cd.i USAFSS er• a 

2~:J.=h1n1r· baeiso However, all administrative ar.d groond/grblnd eum~ 
""'"-•• ••ro pr•por•d and r.,,..arded by tho intei<:ept •it•• I b a 2h--hour 

·bi.i.aisl> l'fhieh was in accordance with th1' CIOP.. This modii'itt.io:n o.f th~ 
'.'!OP by . the Group was accomplished to p •1'1it timo ly th•• t lt r•port ing, 

~.dy fol"War-1.ing of th" TECSUMS a."'ld 41. reducti?n cit th~ anJl~ttiea2 l>0ad :.t th~ 
Gr<>up and the intercept ~iteso18 

-- --·~-· 

17. Ltr .. , Hqa 6920th SQ to CGp US.AFSS 11 S~Jbj .. ~ Semim:>n'th:'itJ Progr~s.s 
18. 

Report Number .35,. 27 F·-eb 1953· s.,d. 3450 \ 

~, ODC to CCGs Sub-j .. : Weekly Progress Report 26-JC U'a._".l. 1953, 
2 Feb l953o s.d. 346. 
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Subsi::quently~ NSA expressed dissatisfaction with th:: p:r"epara:,ion 

cf TECS~ at Group level. Apparentlyj) this dissa~sfaction resul"!r-d pri

me.rily from the NSA concept tha.t one of the chief values of the TE.CSUM 

was the elimination of the central processing activi t;r or step 'beotweer1 

t.'!e intercept. site azp the Zone of Interior processing· cent~r-s.. '!his 

conc?pt was expressed by NsA-7226 in March 195.3.19 

The basic problem is to get the greatest amount of useful 
information forward in the least amount of timeo At the 
same timell Uil.'lleCe~sary re-processing or re-doing of the 
same analytical steps at every level (intercept .station, 
.field center and Washington) must be guarded against •••• 

The 6920th Group favored a centre.li-zed processing proced-..a;e. The 

Group believed that optimum utiliza~ion of &nalytical personnel !~o·c.l(i be 

realized by raquiring deta.::hmen ts to send in on a six-hour h'lsi~ 
. i 

11 diarized traffic" which required very little processing. Cor.t,rruous 

analysis could b! performed at the. G:-oup for timely r~porting. i 1Ti'1e 
. I 

consolidation at the Group could be accomplished with fewer perjfnn~l 

than would be required if analytical personnel were deployed arTfg 
the various detachments to process all types d traffic. Fu:-thir~ 

the Grcup would have to duplic.E. ta ·the point of intercept analys.is 

tc some extent in meeting the theatg~ requi~ements since co~so:lb.atio~ 
II of reports on the same aqtivity and units from diffarent sites was 

t ! 1,i. necessary.· Actually: USAFSS agreed that the Group ~cncep was Ti- a as 

I 
19. Memo~ NSA-7226 to. NSA 063s Subj.: Philosop~y of the Daily Techni-

cal Summary ( TECSUM) !> 31 Mar 19530 e .d. 34; • 
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.~.s there '.Has a shortage of analytical person."'lel. Howev.:r, USA?SS 

-~.1.:ic ::·ec.;,grd.3ed the detrimental effect the co:ice:~rl:i would }lave on t:i.a 

ability ,:;:£ ~r. RSM 01· cietaehmerit to operats independent,ly in :;;n ~mer'"' 

20 
.gen·C-Y'(< 

Fu.rth9:i:-mc.~ 9 the Group advanced sev~:ra.l addi r.1ional sv.gge1;ti~r..s 

f'".>ir.t ·:;;:! :inte1:-cept consolidat.'! all ref·!rences to RP airenf't and RDF 

~'ea!·i~g il::tc on:t TECSUU.. * NSA disappr<."'ved the 

. :21 ' . 
e:;f time ll:nissa. Again in early May the Group '!Ugg~sted t,~a t :!. t be 

I! 
allCMed r,,, d"'let.i; RP- aircraft call signs from &sa-ian groun!oi1rr;:ii:1nd 

. 'I I .. 

'mCSWS .. s.:;,d '' o:'ti~!1o.e t.'len with the lhssian Mor.se and re.die ,f!!leoher.e . . ' -
; I 
'. '!E'.:'St.J,fS. Howeverj) the. organization in NSA for p!"oc·essil;g '.~~"CS~f.3 

. ; I 
wa;: <.\Ui:"~ ':J.ll!lt MS.A would not acc.ent the combir.:.ed TECSU!ll fcxr~~t be•,l!'l.l!se 

- I I 
H. would h.~"Jle!' key cu1d code recoveries anJ. their· rapid di!ee"!!i'll:L".lation 

• 1 I 
J;·•:> the .fi.>ildo US.AFSS a.greed wit.lot th\!\' nfl.:od for £ast technipal suppc-rt. 

22 I 

2-l"1".'.iCe;. the Sti.ggeiSt..ion was rejectei:I. l 
In, rel-.1::1.cr,. tc m.M.iricat.ion of the TF..CSID4 fo .. rmt, ~r,:+-.icuJ.a~-1~-

. . . I 
the 6J:'OUntl/g:.-011nd. TECSUM t..lie lst RSM made the f.-,11owing einrlb1a't~i 1:m 

. . . . . 2) 11 
i!!!':.d :4 •.!!q'.!E:.:;t t;·; Juns 1953 in a message to the G:rc11p: I 
-......~--,,;.--..,l____ I I 
'lO,, M:!l!l<:.• !i:.·T.' Colonel Gomon w. Wildes 9 Subj .. : B!!ckgrtru.t!tl lr:.fo:t~ms.tion 

,:.n 692Cth SO ~lemer.tation of CIOP J07-l (Daily Tech:hlical Sum-
~ries •3 TECSul!; l1 3 Jun 19530 s odo 3480 I . 

2lo 'lWX, CGsi USAF$ tc; COr 6$-~0tl!. SG 9 CiU,~ OAD 2J4l11-,. 13 f8'Y 53,, sodo .3Lt9 •. 

2l 0 '!VIX" CG9 USAFSS fj.) co.? 6920th SG9 Oi te: OAD-lS.-21558, 28 May 530 s.d. 350. 

:2,3 0 'i'WI9 6920~.'.r; SG t.C, CG9 USAFSS;t Cites GC0.-2·-1176)) 14 J'lfl l953c s.,d4 351. 

* li=SA 1ii!S then ace:.!!ipliahi.:ng that function at. Arlingt,~n F;all 3 ta tiono 
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, ·Re ground/ground 'l'ECSllM: f.msrn; 1 t~rn':..t.:t:ie.fµ;st group· rn • 

of all weather mes sage~ on 25x3 lnets are entered in the 
TECSUMo This report arriv'es at y()ur. Hqs at least 24 hour! 
after the cut off time (2100Z) for traf.fic produced, render
ing the. weather infonnation useless. Would like .to process: 
these messages in the same fashion as practice (no of messages 
e:xmi tted each day and one sample entered in the ~lT register) 
if possible. This will make 1 t possible to plaice more em
phasis on more valuable traffic as well as mike the ~CSUM 
more brief. 

'!he Group forwarded the RSM request to Headquarters, USAFSS o!l 
. . 24 

lh June with the following comment: "Proposed change conside~d. and 

wort."1y cf iq;>lementation.,n 9 .Request your concurrence.,• USAFSS. passed 
· 2s . · . 

the pr-:>posal ~o NSA. Subsequently, the Group was authorized to de-

lete all weather message data from the TECSUM except the preamble. 26 
. . . 

. i I 
In sUllimary, USAFSS and the Group were able to sorr1ewhat r.!dilre or re-

. . I I . 
align the a:oal..vtical workload, which reduced duplication and Ptj>trl-ded a 

more compact and timely service to tne _Theater and Zone of Interior 

·customer$.; During May 195.3. the Group pointed out to USAFSS tMt·' tru; 
. . . . . . . . 11 

Group's Ru~sian Afr Aotivi t7 Report, prepared mon-thly9 d~plicattf s to a. 

great extents the information released in the Daily and Wc-,-ekly Rel ~P<'rts 
I . 

prepared by- USAFSS. More0ver11 the pre.par-at1on of th! Monthly RfP~r·l; tr.1 

Group required the C.i!conti.""l!U!nce, at least in part, ot ana.J.Ysis activ::.-

ties essential to. the daily Theater and Z/I reporting efi'orl.o &nee, 

I .· . . . . I I . 
24. TltX, 6920th SG to CG, USAFSS:i Citeg GC0=-2-1176, 14 Ju:le 195>.S. 

Sodo .3$lo . . I\ 

2$., TWX.& CG, USkFSS tci CO, 69~0th SGD Cite: OA!l-1B~95033, 16 J~n 19$3. 
s.d •. .352. \ I 

26., TWX~ Comdr.11 USAFSS to CO, 6920th SG, Cite:. OID-9.5765 11 3 J';.1!1195.30 
s.d. 35.3. 
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. . 21 
Gr-:;up requested p.,~.'lllission to discontinue the Monthly .Report as sucho 

Both NSA a.nd USAFSS ccncurred .with the proposal$ providing the aig:d-

!foant highlights,, which were reporte·d in the Mont:.ily Repi;,~t.:> would be 
. . 28 

;d.d.ed to the "Soviet Far East AOB Publl.cationo" 

Filrthermore,\) late in May 1953, USAFSS instructed the Group +.o asc.er-

tAL-1 if theatsr custoraers would be satisfied with trto daily intellig~nc:i:: · 

reports in lieu of one currently disseminated., The int.ent 'was to di?!.de 

the Daily !NTSUY into t'ao parts. Part one would be d:lesemir..at€d t:w:!..ce 

daily to all customers, while part two would be disseminated only t~ 
~.:> 

NSA~ USAFSS a.:id any consumer which required thn t informathm .. · ' 'Ibe 
/ 

Group readily ag;.i~d to the plan because it would allow th~ Group to 

release or.e r~po:-t 'b;r 0900Z (1900I) each day,, as well ai!I permit E.!r:nft 
•I 

ac~ivity and weather infcmation to be released at a la tet · tir.1~. (1900 
:30 

l~<;.al time). 'IM.a pr-ocedure was adopted to S'IJPplJ the ~swmer· with 

u.:.able in t-elligen.ce evecy i2 hours .. . ' 
i'l 

!,_et.th!!r Qperation Effort. Meam'rhile.9 the divisbn o!.' .!"1!!5':pcrH!d= 

biliti!:s in the Weather !ritelllgence production effort wa~ r~'lti;;'l'ed 4€?P-in 
I. 

dwring this periodo Dm•ing eerly February 195.3 the W~ath~r1·. Section at . 
• . I 

NS.A (NSA-7.3) suggeined a new division of e£fo1•t on the Cnibom w~a th.er . 
I 

270 'IWI.11 6920tb SG to CG, l]SAFSS, Cite; GCO 1..,02519 l Matl1953. Bado 3540 

280 TWX5 OG USA.FSS to CO, 6920th SG.11 Cite~ ODD-2:0=23.hl.6, 13 May 195.) .. 
sGdo 35S. 

. 
nn:, CG .9 USAFSS t-o co II 6920th so, Cite~ ODD 94433 .9 29 May 195 3. 
s.d.. 356. · ! 

JO., TWX,, 6920th SG +,c ~s9 USAFSS, Cite: C'.CQ...1~0842, :r.:.. 'fay 1953 • .:>od.. 

~- p,..-~. T ... .1. •"'o-+-"ioed the "'""'t"'"'"'J!,.,.., o.,., ·r • ..,+. -adily .. '"""'b1e\ 1 ......... r:...-m"·"J! ,.:,,., 0.~'• ..,\... •' U\.G ti.I~ ..:,,,;!J ... "W'r.14 Ao o•\;" .,....., \.4W'"'...,. """"'.\.L.J•.o.l.Jl;il..~""'"""O 

ScveZ''lt'l llt the cuatomers soon reque:i::ted the discontinuance ct this 
l"epci:..~t- 'i:·.:i them" 
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problem. Generally, the proposal was as follows: The Weatho!ir S~ction 

at the Group would write up traffic, beginning l February 1953, for 

all six areas in Communist China. The traffic would then be. I · 25x3 U 
for map analysis broadcasts. All 2600 series books wouid be retumed 

to NSA !or key and index studieso NSA would conduct map ana.lysi~ on. 

I 25x3 - ·· ·-
2

lreports ·to1aerit:1:r:r·u:cicnown index n.wnbers·, cc»riduct_ -- ·:::: 

system.tic checks on [J 2sx3 l~nd pr~rld~ ~chnical s~pp6rt}l 
NSA was decrypting and compiling all I 25x3 ptd.~te a~? time 

and planned to send the Group copies fer cribbing materia·l. Th~, 6920th 

Security Group concur1"ed with the proposal, providing adequate ~e-rsonn6l 
. . . . . . . 32 . 11 . . 

could be assignea to perform the extra tasks. As a re:sult» Head- · 
. . . 11 

~uarters, USAFSS suggested an increase of eight persuns,; which was 

agreed to by NS.p.... 33· By late March :the 25x3 

the ChicOJn Weather had been. shuffled. This allciwed earlier ex-

ploitation of the weather brcacicasts from certain of the areas. 
' 

Consequently/) the Group aga:l.n requested the additional personr.etlbe 

assigned i""'edi.a tely. Jh The perso:mel ,,.,.. t"'nsforred to the u·OUP 
ate in :Ma.roh 1953 • .3~ Subsequently/) the Gr-oup requested that tJ.e 

· . 11 

. . I 
31. TWX/) DIRNSA to 6920th SG, I>TG l31923Z Feb 1953. s.d. )$8. 

I 32. TWX, 6920th SG to C.G, USAFSS.!i Cite; SG 5201 17 Feb 1953. s.d. 359. 

~.,, 
.-Jo 

3u. 

'.:'C: _.,,, .. 

R'leR, 
Sode 

TNX, 

ODC to CCG_, Subj.: Weekly Pr-ogress Report 16-21 Feb 1953, 
360. I 
6920th SG to CG, USAFSS, Cite~ GC0-4...0289, 20 Mer 195.3. 

s.d. 361. · _ I I _ 
'IWX, CG USAFSS to CO~ 6920th SG/J Cite~ OID~92220s 24 Mar ~9r53. 
s.d. 362. 
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....... ~-i ~ t ~ , i th l i i .. , 2 3 t·e: r'e-e:o 3 
· 

3
b ( 

3 
l l"eSl)')r:S:L .. .u.- :y- I Or ... egg ng e map ana ys s set;t on o.i. 5x f. 

!'=. ====l• 
tu:~ed to NSA. '!his request resulted from the tact that· the Grcup had 

been ur.able to produce any usable ~I from this section because of ir.-

sufiic!ent depth. Also, the Group believed that the per~pnnel involved 

could be m-Jre advantageously employed on other sections of this weather 

brcadcaet. 36 

. CLOSE SUPPORT CO:MINT STATUS REVmllED 

As p:r:evicusly stated in this study LSIB approved a lJSCIB request 
. . 

.for authority to tactically exploit COMI.NT in Korea. How:ever., this 

approval wal! an interim or emergency- measure and precede:d a joint USCIB-

I.SIB review 0£ the proposed revision ot Appendix "B" of the BRUSA Agree-
1. 

ment... The p:roposed revision, as approved by USCIB~ divi!~d COMINT intc· 

. * . ' . . thieee ~a t-egories,, i.e., I, II and rn. category I wa~ ·t.r.e specie deemed . I . 

most applicable to thE! tactical situation. It. was de!'in'ed as~ 
I I 

·rr.at communications intelligence which may be subjejet t.o t~e 
l:!s.se (sic) st:>ingent regulations aod which nay req.ulire more 
e:d.-e.nsive dissemination in o:x:;der to prorlde for ef'f

1
~,6tive . 

util:'L•u.tioo. 

. . I 
In gene:ral9 1 t was to incl·.:ide certain types of lowll

1
evel COMINT .!!greed 

upon specitica.lly.and virtually by USCIB and LSIBo This~l1type or catego.ry 

ot COM!NT would not be classified lcwer t.han co:r..fi~ntia and would not 

I 
bear a codeword desigriation.. Further~ it could be given ltc nen-:bdoct.rlna-

. . I 
ted pers~1~,~~ and person.a who wer~ assigned to duties ii ra~arious area$. 

. . . 11 
;36. TWXs 6920th SG to DIRNSA9 Cite: C..C0-4-0890 9 2 ~ru:..1 l9t)J. s.d .. J6J .. 

* Origim.l~Jl the category designated as II! had b~,.ari t~i low-level t.ff~ 
of COUINT. However~ the category designators were re~ers~d, ~ .. eo, 
lcw-lervel COM:rN'l' bet:ame category I and high-J:av~l COM~T bei;;ame 
ca tegv:t""f ITI., 
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It a..ls<l could be used as target information, providing it was giv~ 

suit.£.ble cover. 

This proposed reviSion of Appendj,.x "B11 was approved by LSI:f3 1n 

March. 195.3, an act that authorized USCIB t:o issue implementing 

37 directives for the policy agreements. Nevertheless; USCIB did not 

issue any implementing directives during 1953 relative to the exploita

tiai of Category I COMINT.· Furthermore,, the proposed AFR for tactical 

1 exploitation of COJilNT was not published al though it was again. revised. 

to re.fleet the USCIB-ISIB Agreements.38 

( 

COMINT Support in Ko~!o Meanwh:1.le 11 b;y late fall and early 

winter 1952 the value df Close Support COMINT to the 5th Air Fi0:rce had 

again begun to d"cline. * This decline in effectiveness resul+~e;d from 

11 several factors. The p::-imry reason was that the Chicom PVO s
1
yjStelll 

. 1_:. 
virtually ceased passing tracks on their own pla.nes and Russ12j~ a.L ..... ~ . 

. Ir 
craft and the l\tssiari fighters began converting to VHF t:re.n.sm:ils,sions. 

. I I 

The remaining· i~onnation could not be passed to the AC&W con~~olle:r 
. . . . .. . I 1 . 

because it could not be disguised as radar information. The~ores the . I l 
ef.fcrt11 rrom a tactical etandp¢int 11 was produ~:t'lg intellig&nei :or 

. I 
:n. USCIB Paper 14/270, 2 Apr 195.'.3. 

, I 
l 1 

JB. Ltr.~ Hq USAFSS t.o C0 1 6920th SG, Subj.: Policies and Df~otives 
Affecting Security and Dissemination of Conmunications Iiiltel-
ligence, l3 liar 1953. s .d. 364. I 

* See Modir'lcation of TACOMINT Techniques, Chapter v, this St~y. 

I 
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":i'ezy lim:!.ted usefuliless. As a conseqtlencei> the Group had to choose 

o>5t.ween two alt.erriatives, 1.e ., close down its Clos" Sup~:e::-t COMINT 

fi.!.ter. "~nter .or physically collocate certain positions of' thee !'fort with 

The ad ... -antages of the latter alternative were; (a' · It would permit . I 

a ready "tie-in" of voice transmissions, which were boa..!ng intercepted 

with UN radar· reflections of enemy aircraft activity.. This "tie-in11 

net only gave a more complete picture or enemy act.ivUys thus aiding 

t..~e .cct11ba t operations, but also aided in the COMINT analy5is of enemy 

OOI traf.fic., Enemy cover ~ords and zone nmnbers were freq_uently :solved 

by matching the ene.ll'ly GCI traf'f':ic with the actions and mOvt'n;.i:'!nts of enemy 
. i 

air~r.a:f.t obse:rved by :radaro Normally, the r.atch:fog of t:-an:s:cribed tni.f'-
I 

!ic w!:t!;. :.-:-adal.~ legs waa of limited ·success only. The lib.e situa.t!:m :ln 
. ' . . I 

the CorLtrol Ce::..t~~ ll¢Uld make clear the essentials o! time.. p:.l.ace and . . . · Ii .. 
.gctiv1ty which were most diff:i.,,ult to recon'iltru~t later ftau lc·g!'f. and 

· . i I 
traf"f'i•z; (b) the collocation would permit rapid and secur-~ transmission 

. : l 
** .t;)f' COAUNT in.f'.:;zimation to the GCI controller in the TADC.11 (-::) It would 

. . . I 
. 'I . · * M. >!ari,. as September 1952.f) the Group maintained thar er&)er-i~.ncl!I in 

pro.vi.ding a Yoke· Serrl:!e indica. ted a need for indoc¥,nated AC&W 
personnel in the TADC 9 so that the Centers could i'l!e~ive all .r·orrr;.S 
f..\f intereept n:aterial (voice, C/w, radar) e.nd plot it!on thdr 
br.;a.rds in the form o! tracks for direct use bv the T.i.G:tical COi.i.trol-. . • I I 

ler. This would obvia~ the need !or operating a ?uplicate plotting 
bcsrd 'by TACOMINT personnelo However, maximum teamwe:kc and. ef'fecti·.re
riees in th.e USAF between comat pilots and contrblle~ ~r. the ground 
is achieved only 'by rotating eomba t pilots through s~~rt t-ou19 as 
controllers 9 t.'iien itnmedia tely back to comh,ltt... The:-e.f9r~, the ke~· 
TACC ?<!r.<JO:n.nel could not be indoctt'imited because th~ were sub-
ject to imn~diat.e return to combat duty. (Iilfo:::mati6n furnished ~ 
Major Ftr.ibert Oo Br·.:x>ks 9 AFSCC s R:i.:> USAFS.S)" . 11 

"h'f- Until collocation was accomplished, TACOMINT infor.ma1t~o:~ had to be 
· trariElmitted to the TADC over an open FM circu1to Thtll:!.!' th~ pcs~ 
sibillty or. canpromising the effort was always prese:::;t. 
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permi. t e:xplo1 tation of all bi ts of :information available to the Close 
. . 

Support COMI.NT unit which could not be disgUised as radar information 

and passed over the open circuit. 

on the other hand the big problem offsetting these advanta,g,es 

was the fact that the COMINT effort was cia.ssified Top Secret-
. . , 

Codeword, while the TADC activity was classified Secreto Yet 11 in 

the opinion of the Off."icer~i.n-Charge of the Close Support COMINT 

effort at that time, collocation with TADC was possible wi thou. t ~can.

promising the TACOMINT effort. This opinion, or more correctly;,, 

recommendation, was based on the knC1Wledge that it was 1mpossiq1e to 

conduct an effective GCI effort without voice intercept. FurthlJr, . I ~ 

if tb.e enemy was aware that his GCI nets were being monitored ~d 
the inform.ati on was being tactically exploi ted,p it did not a.ppJJr . . I 
feasible that the enemy could curtail or drastically alter his GCI 

system and continue to fight an Air War. *' 
. Therefore, the OIC of the Close Support COMINT effort, thJ°ugh the 

15th RSM, reco-nded 1" January 1953 that part of the COMillT. ~lter cen

ter on Cho Do be collocated with the TADC of that area. The oJup 
approved the recorumendation on S Mar'cl1 195.3 and the collocatiJ was 

;,coomplished. Within 48 hours alter collocating portions of ,i COMINT 

and the TADC activity, it had become apparent t~t the recommen,ations 

had been valido The Close Support CCMINI' effort had, at l.ast.s . rcome 

. . 11 

* In that respect9 the TACOM!NT people ware wa• 11 aware that ~el 
enemy w:a.s monitoring the UN Voice GCI net. ;.. 

1
' I 
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tactically 100 per cent effective for the first timeo Th~ ability to 

into::"lll the TADC GCI Controller about the enemy~ s intentions two or three 

minutes in advance of the UN radar reflections (when rad.a,.r did reflect 

enemy activity) or the general enemy activ.1.ty proved invaluable to the UN 

GCI system.o The "tie-in" bet.ween Close Support COMINT int:arcept and UN 

radar tracks on Ca:xununist aircra~ became an effective tact.ical tool., 

The integration on Cho Do was accomplished as follows: The CO.MINT 

unit ran landlines fj>cm its i1"terc'ept positions into the TADC~ These 

lines were strung from the gutput of the receivers at the intercept. posi

tions to a field phone in the TADCc A headset was attach~d to the field 

phone 'Which allowed a COMrNT linguist to sit in the TADC ,a;nd lister• to 

the Communist voice transmissions as they were intercepted at th-e inter-
! ~ 

cept. site approX:l.m&tel:r three":"fourths of a mile away. TJie
1

1 linguist 
I 

sat beside the GCI Controller who was opera.ti.Ylg the rad.a~ :soopea Hence, 

the Wmtion gained by voice inter0$pt was given t.o ~ei Cont.rollers 
. . : I 

who instantly' used it in conjunctior>. with hie radar into~ation in 

th• directing of UN ai'roraft in combat areas. J 
The COMINT personniel in the TADC never k_ept any_ wr1 ~l"'m COO.elitord 

reference material at any time. Only the beat operators ere chosen for 

t.his 'llOI'k. Enryt.hing they needed to know was comitted Jo memory. These 

ope1·ators p:.a.ased the iil.formati~n to the Controller in non]ICOMINT terms in 

ordor to maintain se~rity and to ayoid contusing the cJyoller. Enem;y 

flights were relerred to by th9ir radar track numbers by lliie operators 

or shown en t.he TADC Plot Board. If' the enemy !lights had not beien picked 

. ! I 
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up by. UN radar, the Air COMINT opera.tors used an old·,•radar .fo~t to 

alert the plotters, who would then place the track on the board. Enelll1' 

coverwo?ds or zone n1ll!i.bers were translated into plain English or local 

slang iJsed in the TADC. As a general rule, the COMINT operators told. 

the Controller what the enem;r was doing or 'What they were about to do; 

the Controller did not pass this intormation to the .friendly pilots, 

but simply informed them as to 'What heading ~d altitude to take. 

1 Further, the pilots W$r& warned that the inf'omation would be denied. 

( 

. . . I: . 

them (bu t..he Air COMINT people or the enemy) if they- were not cautious. 
. ' 

However, the pilots were aware of \\bat wa.s to be done when the~ !arrived 

at the place where they had been directed.* ! l 

Foll""1ng tho inl. tia1 test period and tu11 approval to o~ate 
'With TADC, a special roan was constructed within the TADF for secu-

. . I 
rity reasonll: This permitted the Air COMINT voice operators t~ be 

. I 
separate from the TADC personne~, except those persons abeolut~Jly 

essential to the operationo _ 

In relation to the success of this operation, t,he .following verbatim 

account or the early collocat&d. effort is quotedt39 . I . · . 
The most obvious value of our being collocated was that 
during those timea when, due possibly to poor ~quipment 
and a lot of growid clutter on the ro.dar scopes, radar 
was not "painting" the bandits. The only thing t.he GGI 

I 
I 
I 

* Information furnished by Major Rebert o. Brooks, AFSCC, Hq USAP'SS. JI.· 

390 This account of the colloca.t.ed TJ.COONT-TADC operations , given 
bf capt Delmar Lang» t.he ott'ieer who proposed such plans '1hiile OIC 
or the Korean TACOMINT effort, and was recorded by the et14°'th Group 
Historian• dur!.r..g August 1953. Document included in the 69f!Oth 
Gro-;lp History !.:;,r. Jan-J'ur.i. 19530 · . _ .-. ·~-·-· , , c r.c: , .. - : 

HQS US.A\r$:;;. '~"- '"·· ~-·L . .; __ .., 

Copy 1 ............. . ~ C•.:;:;:es 
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Cont:roller had to go on in the directing ot UN aircraft 
v.is the in.formation we were able to glve them from our 
intercept of the Communist Voice nets. 

There were times-and I saw it m,yself--'When the GC:t 
Controller, even when he had bandits tracks on his scope i 
would_. for all practical pu?poses1 ignore his radar infor-
mation and operate solel;r on 'What we gave himo One · 
specific instance of the value of oollocation was during 
March [Or 195i} and this was one ot th.e things that helped 
s19ll the TADC people on our being lid. th them. 

We had enemy -voice transmissions that indicated there 
were UN airc:ra!'t east or Cho Do, operating over the main
land ·approximately in the vicinity of SARIWON. The TADC 
radar did not indtcate any UN airera.:ft in that area whats~ 
ever, but "We got repeated voice transmissions vecto.ring the 
Chinese Communist filghts down into that area a.nd. telling 

·the .flight to attack the UN a:'ireraft there. We insisted 
to the TADC people that UN aircraft were there and finally, 
due to oU.1" insistence, they /jMJ.9] called on every 'VHF 
clia.lm.el they had· and determined there were UN Navy aircraft 
operating in that areal! which normally did not che. ck in w::l. th 
TADC a.nyway-o The;r passed a warning to the Navy a~~cra.tt,. 
the Navy aircraft pulled out heading south, and al!most 
simultaneously we picked up voice transmissions r~porting 
the tact that the UN aircraft baa gme south and r;~calling 
their own bandit flight. ' ; 

. I 

Another good spe cif'ic eJCample was when, due tc th~ !ground 
clutter which I mentioned before, bandits would ednie aouth 
out of the Antung area, and the UN radar would no~ lbe . 
11painting11 themo The rug.~ed terrain made tor TAKVSAN* 
ground clutter, and the bandits would get. way do'4 iarou.."ld 
Cho Do before radar -.culd pick them up. In many such ins
tances we were able to indtcate to the. TADC that -tije 
flights had taken oft~ that they were on tooir WaJt 1south, 
give position and location on the flights as t.hey !9ame 
south and help TADC to either get the UN aircraft 19ut of 
the a.rea or direct them into the area if they wan~tjd to 
attack the Commie flights, and th115 was often a5 much as 

·five or ten minutes before they §he ccntrolley Jol1uld 
pi.t:k up. the bandit tracks on their radar. . j 

* Japanese equ1va1ent fer •very much•, •a great amoun1'1• et.c, 

! l 
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During April 295J.- this c 9lloca ted COMINT oapabili ty was a ug

m'!nted by implement::ing a capability for e~loiting the NKAF voice 

GCI transmissions e Another intercept position (voice) was installed 

on Cho Do and some of Team Three (Korean) operators were moved- to 

Cho Do to perform the interc6pt and translation. 'Ihis unit,p for 

security reasons, was established in a quonset hut separa t.e frt:>I!l 

the Close Support COMINT efforto However9 a landline was strul'lg 

1 .from the South Korean intercept unit to the TADCe The ~outh Kores.nd 

( 
"· 

would intercept, transl.a~ and pass their information orally over the 

landli.."le ·to a USAFSS airman in the TADCe The ainnan would relay the 

:infer.nation t-:> the TADC controller. Therefore, the Air COMINT ?apabi

li ty on Cho Do was able to expl~it Russian HF/VHF transmission~jand 

Chinese Communist and North Korean HF t.ransmissior.so 

The 0£ficer-in-Cha.rge of the original operation made 

iOP.ing retrcspective comments concerning the significance 

I i 
the rol

l! 

cf tMs I. 

Ii 
opera ti on on future Close Support COM INT programs as well as I' 

op~ra-
1 

. : ~ 
tional conclusions about the collocat~d effort: 

o • • nie experience we have had with TACOMINT !:i:an both 
ends s i oe. i! prlor to our Cho Do Collocation with T.ADC and 
subsequent.ly, indicates pcsitively that our only succ~ss-,1 

f'ul utilization of TACOMIN'r is through collocation. If 
w~ are not colloca tedJ our hands are tied, for security 
reasons» on what we can pass over- Fl..{ ·circuits c•r any othe;r 
k:i.nd of circuit, a."Xi that alon6 '.i.imits our effect-iveness 
tZl!l!lendouslyo 

40o Ibid. 
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Altitudes were orie of the biggest things we were al;;J:e to 
~.Te the TADC,. 'lhe:!.r height-finding equipment just was net 
effective a.'ld did not have sufficient range to give them the 
information tr..ey had to have, as far as bandit altit:ud.es were 
concerned. Juet an altitude by itself' with some idea as to 
where the aircraft is located is worth 1 ts weight. tn gold 
to the TADCo And of course our being able to tie o~ info 
in -with r-adar makes an almost 100 p~r cent track. Being 
able to antieipate the bandits intentions two, three;., four 
and f'ive minutes ahead of the radar reflection is invaluable. 

o • o At,, say9 1:.50 miles an hour~ a MIG cover.a a lot of dis
t.9.nce in four or .five minutes, and when radar shows, him on a 
southerly heading~. in a•::tuali ty he may have ti;.;.rned and headed 
back North. We were able to give them that from T~CpMINT 
by collocs. tion. 

yBF-RDF Close Support. OOM:DIT Effort~-RDF became a Close Support 

COMINT tool durir-...g this periodo Act:ually, the best ltiF assistance. to 

the Air COMINT e-!fort in Korea was developed and emp1oyed dur~g the 

last 8 months 0£ the Korean ccnflict. This· effort was in: the VHF 

spect?"um9 beca'\15e the nature of the terrain was not, tco i'~vorable 
' 'I 

to HF/RDF. In 'brlef» .Detachme11t 3 of the 15th RSM obtai~~d a VHF 
. I: 

:RDF unit from the 608t.h A.C&W Squadron and ir>.stalled the 'unit 
. r I 

(AN/URD=2) !n close proximity to its voice pesitior.Eo Tm~ was 
! i 
I I 

done to enable th.e voice operators to obtain bear:tngs onl rHF.' sig-

na.l.e at ar..y time. Ey employing the HOF unit in conjunct~on with 

. . 11 
v~ice inter<:~pt., the detachment reduced (by 25 per cent)llhe time 

requi~d t.o recover zone system numbers used by the Ru:ss~n GCI 

netwo!kso It was also used as a visual aid i.11. VHF sea~~l for the 

signals picked up on th~ AN/URD-2 had very good scope pJkenta~ 
tions al though the sa!llJ! s:!gnals were unreadable or bareJ read.a~!: 
on the BC-787 VHF ~eceiverso 
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The RDF assistance in the recovery of the Russian GCI zone , 

system was accomplished in many instances by a single line bear

ing inters~cting a heading of enemy aircraft departing from a k,n~wn 

geographic location., For instance,. an eneJl\Y flight departed Ant:ung 

on a heading of 135 deg~es.. The flight leader then reported he 

was in Zone 140 A line bearing was then read on the VHF RDF equip

ment and plotted to the intl:!t'section of the heading taken by the. 

bandit flight.. Thus,, Zone J.4 was established& However, the zQr~es 

·could be loca~ by employing VHF RDF equipment without the known 

heading of th'3 bandit flight. A bearing would be tak.en on. a s~nal 
! 

when the flight l!iade:r ga~e his location in a particular zone .. i since 

the zone reported had to be somewhere along the bearings ta.ken~ a 

oeriOs of such b~arlngs soon disclosed the exact. •one system. [llore
over.P the VHF. RDF effort often assisted. the analysts in equ.atinJ the 

. . 11 
Chinese 11 Playground11 sys !:em. This RDF con tri bu ti on was performed by 

determining the :~o::ations or Chinese flights in relation to knlL 
P.'1seian £light positions at a particular ti.'lleo ~l 

* 

• Ltrop wLir.cls 9 15th 11SM to Comdr 6920th SG.I' Subj.ii J11su.rtJaticn 
for AN/URD-2 (VHF Direction Finding E:luipment), 8 Oct 195.:Sl ·· 
s.d. 365. · - . I I · 

The Chinese 11P!..a7ground.t1 System was recave~d as :follows: ! A Rus
sian f1ight, whose position was krr.:nm, would report 11 ! canj +ee the 
pigeons" (Chinese airers.ft). Th~ Chinese flight would. repo;-t 11 I am 
O\Ter '"Playground 1 14 on Thus, the Chinese had t·o be wi t.hinj $:-15 . 
miles of the known Russian flight. Therefore 1 

11 Playgrou:1d
1 
p+11 hed 

to t.e in that ar-ea. • Hence, afte!' a number of these· bearings had 
bean C:;)llated with the voic.e incidents, the system was deU!p.nined. 
(Information furnished by Captain William c .. Schwitzgebel,I former 
Assistar1t Opera tione Officer, 15th RSM) o : - , . . . i ! . 

1.G·f 
--1.1IOii:.P .;.4· S>t.1EC.4\l.RE~T-f;ffEID;ff;1ERrt-. ----·-·· - ~-

No Objection To Declassification in Part 2013/11/19: MDR-USAF-MDR-62597-1-2 



No Objection To Declassification in Part 2013/11/19: MDR-USAF-MDR-62597-1-2 
OOCID: 3737095. 

TOP SECRET EIBER , 

:OOK Fart!-:ipation in the COMINT Effort. · By late Febro:u·y ?.953. 

NSA had referred the matter of EOK participation i11 the u .. s. COMDiT 

-:-parliltions to USCIB.. In referring the matter to us.cm, NSA po:int-ed 

.,ut that both ASA and.AFSS had utilized the services of n~n-u.s. 

;;;t:rsonnel in Kor'\!a to perform intercept and processing tasks against 

enemy oom11:nJrtieations. As a result some questions bad ari$en over 

4;.he exti!i~t. 0£ operational support or guid.anca that could be fur

r..ishedo H!nc.,;; NS:A :ecommended that, in accordance with 'tjhe prin· 

ciples !!et fo:-th in Appendix "git of the BRUSA Agreement, the maximum . . 
. .· . i.;2. 

u .. s. assistance to such units or persons be est.ablishedo · 

In g~l;leral the criteria rec!.'lmmended by NSA .followed 'the p,_.btices 

Elready .est.abl:i!hed in Korea except for two instances. Pa::m.graph 2c 
' I· . -

(l:'.i.) of the mem•n"&ndum to USCIB stated that UoS• intf'r:eoit'.c oold be . . .·•. 
/ I . 

f\l:?'T!.i~hed to foreign OOMINT units only if. ~ ~ 11 botb.e~dsj pi' the link 
./ . : ' 

,• ' 
p~soi.ng t:.;"'Je tra.ffic were in Ko:t"ea •11 USAFSS pers9ftn~l belr~ved this 

/i?.L. 86-36 
ECJ 3.3b(3) 

. ... . I 
!"-~ccr.rnendat,icn was not oonsj_stent or r~alisti~ with the s~ruation since 

scr.ie cf the N'or+..h Korean Communist lines "t;e"?•m:!.nated b ~-:huria.. At 
/ . 11 

that time Detach."ilent l was suppJ;ring i~i RJK unit with s~i.t:U~ traf- · 

fi> fl'<>ru one tJSAFSS pooition-e::.n..) .. · Thh t.raff4 ln<luded 

covera€e! o.!: one NKAF station in :Manohuria.43 U'JAFSS alsojpcint..ed ant 
11 

420 T"NX, 6920th SG to U$AF'.SS 1 Cite: SG 59?j) 20 Feb 1953.1 s.d • .366. 
I 
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to NSA that another recommendation relative to general processing 

guidance seemed unduly restrictive. The recommer.dation in question 

prohibited the provision of standaro crypt texts or other unrestricted 

training material to the R~ units.44 

.Meanwhile,, the question of consolidating the ASA and USAFSS"non-U.s. 

uni ts was considered again during this period. This problem was also 

referred to USCIB in April 1953,, along with the recommendations ad-

vlJlnced by both of the Service COYINT organizations concerned. Air 

Force, FEAF .11 US~SS and 5th Air Force strongly opposed the merg~r or 
. the two uni ts •45 The primary objection to the merger advanced bf the 

; I . 

Air Force units was based on the air requirement for a direct ahJi , I 
. I· 

immediately responsible COMINT source on the NKAF and ao nets p;rpdueing 

Air target information. The COMINT agencies 1 stand 

presented to USAFSS by the 6920th Security Group on 

on the prob~~m was 
I I . 

8 April .J. 95131, as 
. 46 

.follows i 

44. 

46. 

••• Relati,ve effectiveness and proficiency Cho and Kim ! · 
efforts approximately equal with Kirn slightly better on th,e 
analysis and Cho better on cryptanalysis ••• • Quality ofil 
interc~pt and control is approximately equal al tho Cho 
proved better than Kim on NSA commercial co-verage. Rela- ; 
tionship Cho to u.s. Air operations in Y.orea at present i 
in SC.'\lrce of (a) tar-get info and (b) general intelligence I 
on NKAF. There is no inherent reason why such info could I 
not be produced by combined unit and furnished 5th Air · 

'1\'IX, CG, USAFSS to CO,, 6920th SG, Cite: OID 20$02, 19 Feb ~9$). 
s .• d. 367. l ~ 
·iwx,, ca, usAFss to co, 6920th sa, Cite: OID 2io85,, 6 Apr ·1!153. 
s ,.d • .368. 

TYIX.11 6920th SG t~ Hq, USAFSS, Cite: GCO 0737, 8 Apr 1953. 
s.d • .369. 
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Force cm :reasonably. rapid basiso Cho 0s greatest valae and 
st:-ong~st re~son fc.r his remaining with Air Force is tr.at 
he is our sole capability for exploiting any future ijKAF 
traffic of in-imedia te ta·~tical value.* Channel from Cho 
to 5th Air For.ce is Cho to Det l Csame location) to s.so, 
5th Air Force by ccurier •. Items of immediate interest go 
electrically. Channel from Kim to 5th Air Fol"'Ce is ~.irii 
to 501.s t. CRG_ by courier thence to sso, EUSAK by cou_rier 
tl)ence to SSO! 5th Air F.orce by -.:curl.er. Kim ne.tefil!-1 
arrives 5th Ai:- Force a_pproximately cne day lat-"r than 
Cho materla!o • • ·• · 

Cho'"s DetAchinent~ ~t t2lat timep was opera~ing nine C/N positions 
. ; -

'P.L. 86-36 
EO 3. 3b (1) 

!or m~AFSS, !:l.. .. le cf which ·we~ assigned to .Air ccverag~. Of the remain~ 

ir..g four~ two positiOiis were monitoring commercial n~ts;:A- az:d twc 

were covering (sa!i:!plf~g}'' military ca\~fes. This latter assignment 

also included some mili tacy.'cas~s which con't.ained air target data. 

Although the· 1relue o!' :·this d.a·ta was not grea.t, the ccver?-~e was. main-
i 

tained because of s·carclty •:if air trafffo. Pz·fo::- to the! ~id-March· 

change :i'.n th~ 25x
3 

pst~m~ North Korean air :nets had be,rt quit.~ pro

::..ific. · As a matte:r of record.!> they co:::.stituted the prlma::'.r source 
I I 

of intelligenc.e O:Q the NK..l\.F o *** 11 
11 

·11 .- ' 
~KAF i;-ersonr.el under ~jor Cho did no~ part!.c:l.~a~e _;ln the ':direct~, 
'tc:-T.~C~ type of opera t:.ion.s. Their ef!~r+~ co~sisrep! primarily of : 
f'llrn:.shing decrypts th.""Otlgh secure SSO channels o Hrpcf!:: the tact~-: 
cal value referenced were decr-ypts which ~ould be acl'ted upon ts.cti
callyi> but which were handl~ by secure COMINT meanb. 

The C~e~ial· Nets itere being covered by z-equest JI t.he 5th Air . 
For-:e which .used the intelligence for tc.rgt!tting i.nkpN1ation. . 
A!'~er the end of the conflict, the coverage was d!'cpped. However.., 
NSA e;i...--preased a requireirer..t for the ca-.·era.g'! and. it was resumed., 

*i"" Maj er Ch.; 25x3 

25x3 
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Furthennore, during Apr:i,l 1953, an .FlOK effort was concentrated 

on search for Kaesong Conference traffic. After resumption of the 

"talks", the Group directed Detachment I to begin search for possible 

traffic. Hence, one ROK intercept position was assigned to 24-nour 

coverage of the possible frequencies for l5 days. However, the· result 

was negative, an.d it was the opinion of Major Cho that the tra1f•fic 

was being passed over a land.line. The 5th Air Force when apprised 

of the situation, made several unsuccessful attempts to cut the. sus

pected land-line.* Thus, ·one phase of COMINT operations was ertded.47 

Redeployment ot ClQSe SUf!:e_ort COMINT Facili ti.es. Because of the 

possibility ot a Communist offensive against Seoul** and the addi-

tional possibility that the Chosen Christian University site w<?uld soon 

be returned to school authorities, the Group, ~rly.in FebruatY 195.3, 
- , • i I 

·. I I 
directed the 15th RSM to locate and establish a suitable alternate site 
· I I 

. I 
south o:f HAN River for Detachment I. A site was selected adjacent to 

· . . 11 

K-55 in the vicinity of OSAN-!-ll (about 26 miles south of Seoull.~. Two 

vans and seve•al pert.able antennas and j...,swa7 huts were •+hipped to 

Detachment I from the lst RSM at Misawa. Then, a four-positi~n capability 
. . I 1 

. . 11 
47. 'IWX, (:/)20th SG to a:i, USAFSS, Cite: GCO 1-$$8, 16 May l9r3 

* During the ~arly days of the Ka.esong .Conf'erence, the Comm!upists 
. installed a land-line for transmission of con.f'erence tra.filfjic. How

ever,· :f':riendly a.gents (OSI) managed several times to cut these . 
lines and disrupt land-line comnunica tions. i l 

* Communist offensive plans were reported by a reliable coilert 
.source. This intelligence was accepted by the theater a~ pro
bably true, and the 8th Army estimate gave the Communistsj the 
capability. Hence, the movt! was urg~t. 

I 
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was installed at the alternate site on 6 Febr·-.iaryo * ·Technically-, 

the new s!t.e was soon viewed as much better th9.n the GGU .~i te because 

.Se7er~l previously unreadable out stations were copied f:-rom the first 

dayo 

Since K-55 was being developed as the major USAF ba.s1e in Korea 

~: 

re-:::~:·ITTne~ded the site as tl').e best pe!'manent location for .US.AFSS f.aci-

li'ties fa Ko~~a.. Also, the Group b~gan negotiations fer attachment 

** . of Detach~iet.tt I to K-5.5, although the operations s1 te w·a·s to be . . 

located approx.irrately two miles east of K-55. Further? Ti'he re

mai."lde:-· ot Detachment I capabilities were ph.9.sed in·to t.H~ ne·.v loca

tion as r.apidly as ·possible without disrupting the ·tactiba1 opera

+· 48 ... ion .... 

As for the. redeployment of the Cho Do effort P the Na,v:• had 

Ml:'e-r.ted the responsibility fc·r evacuation of the capa.bJ~ity.49 
r 11 

----~·~--~~--~----~1·1~-

4&. Ltr • .e JG, 6920th SG to CG, USAFSS, Sub,j.: Semirn.cnt.hly P:-.•:>g~ss 
~po~t NrJ.mber 34, 11 Feb 1953. s.d. 344. 

* Thi3 ~apability was composed of one weather and three 1-::mer 
priority positions. It was scheduled to supply condnumJ.s 
support to the 5th Air Fcrce in case Detachment I walj forced 
to t<$deplcy. · I 

·**' Th~ Detachment move was included in the 5th Air Force Redeploy
lnent Plan late in. Feb 195 3. 
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Therefore, it was deci4ed to continue operations on Cho Do until ., 

the AC&W unit was relo~~ted.50 Meantime, the terms of the prqspect-

ive truce in Korea 'forced the selection of an alternate site for 

Detachfnent 3. According to the terms, all UN personnel woul4 have 

to evacuate all islands ·north of the 38th parallel.* Again, to 

·provide continuous COMINT. support to the 5th· Air· Force during 

redeployment,, an interim capability--"Project OVERLAP"- was 

established at Kimpo Air Base (K-14). This capabi. lity consisted or 

one Russian VHF-GCI position, one Chinese Communist HF-GCr po$ition 

and one NKAF HF GCI position. Prior to the implementation of: 

"Project OVERLAP" about 9- J.une 19.53, preparations were begunl~o 
provide facilities on PAENGroHG-00 (K-53) as an .alternate loHtion 

50. 

··.~ ... 

1' 

. . I I 
In connection with· the TACOMin!' service furnished the 5t~ Air · 
Force by the Cho Do effort, the Commanding Officer. or th~ 502nd 
AC&W Group requested permission to tie into the comniuni~~tions 
channel from Cho Do to Seoul. However, Headquar_!-ers, 5~p Air 
Force disapproved the request, thereby increasing the amount of 
info:nnation whi·ch could be securely passed to the TACC bh Cho 
Do for. exploitation. At that point, there were :;Jome e:xPf.essed 
bel~ers within the" 5th Air Force to the effect that theJ ~ACO.'UNT 
capability should be a part or l\,C&W. However, the succf'!Fs of 
the collocated TACOMINT AC&W effort.caused the AC&W cus~pmers 
to favor a status quo operatim. This status was also ~flvored 
by· the current Commander, 5th Air Force. (Ltr., Hq.t 69~th 
SG to CG, USAFSS, Subj: Semimonthly Progress Report Nuinber 41~ 
2a May 1953. s.d. 371). 

* Cho Do was located north. or the 38th parallel • 
.. .. 
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!or AC&W and USAFSS facilities on Cho Do and for the USA:Fps BI.INT teamo 

Tu:is s:i+...e was on an island lccated just ~outh of the )8th parallel 
J 

and a f~w rni'.:.es off the West Coast of Korea. The plan was late!' 

approved, and redeployment was directed by the 5th Air F,orce.~1 T~ 
actual 11ove was made during the three-day period iiirnedia:t:ely fol-

lowing the t:"Uce (27 July 1953). 

COMINT DEVEI.OPMENT AND PLANNING EFFORT . 

·I 
Throughout the period under consideration the ~fort devoted t.o 

supperting er developmental COMINT tasks or projects cont:inued to in-

crease. Although the approaches' to the accomplishme~t of these tasks 

:;:-ema.inecl somewhat. similar to those developed ty the GZ'oup: p:d.01• to this 

period, the participation in t~ projects by other ag~nc:ie::i wac: more 

prono1m~ed. At. lea.st the dhe~tion of the activitd .. es wa:s: rspidl;Jr · 

e.cqu!ring a C·:::>nsolidated or overall objective. This was' particularly 
! I 

true of the approaches to the VHF proolemv and to a certa!in ext~nt, 
. 11 

vms t!".l<! ::if t.'1e· general COMINT support tor the Theater .A\ilr Coma.nders. 

General VHF Intercept Effo:rt. Although the VHF pro!grarn had become 
- - - 11 

a ls:mg range plar.ni..ng project by early 1953p "the immedialt~ concern was 

the VHF intercept problem as rel& ted to furnishin~ a Clr~ Support 

COM1NT ser'l7ice.52 At that ti~ thl! Russian high f'requenc,y GCI tre.f'fic 

11 

II . 
51. Histm:-1cal Data Report, 6920th SG~ Jan-Jul 1953. 'FlC 4072. 

520 '!"ftXr. CG, USAFSS. to CO, 6920t:.1 SG, Citt!~ O .. W-2~1,Jlh,, ~Feb l95Jo 
s.d. 372. I 
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being intercepted by the Group uni ts cont:t1wed to indicate inc;;;.""ei.t::~· 

ing VHF &ctivityo However, t.he actual VHF intercept hnd n'.:\t ·:::.'(>,I'!!: tu~ 

successful.. FUrther, the Group had determined th.at its crigil!'lB.1 

i!S tima te of the equipment 8:f!d technical assistance requlred had be~ri. 

too conservativeo About this problem the Group stated .that s.d'ii~ 

tional VHF intercept experience had shown the Group would l'!l;Qtiire 

· ....... · • ""t r VHF 1. in · · S3 · ""o aircra.1. or re ay: . tercept serviceo · 

In addition,, the Group asked for receivers rather tt..ar.: t..'l:ie. 

WW II BC-787 (then in use), i.e., VHF search t,ype (AN/ARP-BA) ,v;-n~._ 

visual presentation or the entire band to locate unknown signa¥ .. 

'Ihe Group also requested a second type or VHF search rece:!t~e:-~~ :L,!. .. t 

super PRO/R-220/UR.R or equal high-gain, low ... no!.ee: recei·-reJ:·s f~·:: .::'~'P7= 

ing signals already loca. ted., As for the required ant~nnt.;) :• tlie G:ro . .;i:. 
'i ... 

requested broad-band yagis designed to cove :r 'tl'l~ llC0-15 6 .MG ~t.d. 
' 

(The antennas then in use .were locally const?"Jt'.ltcd and l%1!!!':! mi:t, 
. i I 

, . . I 

broad. band). I! these antennas could not be s·:.ipplied :ln ad~q~a t', 
. . I I 

numbers, the Group desired several VHF mu'!ti~:c·nplers.. Fir.allyfi the . . 'I . . . I 

Grou-:::> c.ited the need for VHF IDF equipmentll ty ......... AN/MRD--5* c..- ! th~ 
. • r- I 

AN/URD-2.· I 
. By early·· March the status of the ge."leral VdF effort wa.s .~.ar,~;'··ted -iy·· ~ 

53. TWX, 6920th SO to Iq, USAFSS~ Cite: SG-345, 7 Feb 1?5:~. 
s~d. 373,. 

* Redesignated AN/TRD-10. 
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as follows in a wire to USAFSS from the Group:54 

• • • presently have one. and one half VHF position··at USA 54~ 
(Cho Do). One position on! 2sx3 lull.cover 24 :hours and 
one other position, same net,· covering 0900-2100Z. VHF fre
quencies are estimated. Have necessary equipment b:ut spare 
parts lacking. However, expect to have ful·l operations shortJ.y. 
Our VHF intercept project "Bluesky" established and placed in
to effect 12 February 53 with one C=47 type aircraft' equipped 
with two variable control receivers, one crystal control re
ceiver and one RT-11 recorder •••• To date, no incl,ication of 
anything valuableo However, equipment has been presenting 
considerable trouble. • • • · 

····?. L. 86-36 
EO 3.3b(3) 

Groun.d VHF Intercept Effort: Aside from the initia·l; Wakkanai and 

Cho Do activity (intercept), the VHF (ground) continued to be c oncentra

.ted on development or modification of equipment. By ear.l:y April 1953.11 

an Engineering Services Sect.ion hid been organized in the Group and 

had begun designing and testing new VHF antennas, viz., .s,ingle-f're

qtiency and broad-band yagis, VHF vertically polarized half rhombic 
I 

antennas and collinear .arrays. This service unit was atso testing a 

locally fabricated casccxie-type Wallman low-noise preamJ.¥riers in 
I: 

an attempt to improve.the relatively poor noise ratio o~ !the BC-787 
I I 

l·.1 
receiver. I 

. . I 1 . 
The experiments with the VHF half rhombics had proqqced encouraging 

I I 
results •. Ground station With 8 watt transmitters had be~n received 

at 70 miles and a.i:roraft had been received at 175 milesJ Therefore» 
I 

the first VHF half rhombic was installed· at Wakkanai and a second 

similar antenna was manufactured by the 15th RSM for usj in Cho Do. . I 

I 54. TllX, 6920th SG to CG, USAFSS D Cite: SG 88U, 10 Mal? 195). 
s.d. 374. 
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One of the outstanding features of_ this antenna was its adjus~ble 

tilt angle and heighto It appeared to be adapted for reception. cf 

signals far beyond the· horizon if it was declined to a five to it.en 

degree angle.? depending on the frequency and tilt angle o 55 

By May 195'3, the Engineering Services Section lad fabricated a 

seven-wave length VHF half rhombic_ which had received 50-wa tt ground 

stations at distances up to 2 00 miles and 8-wa t t airborne t:ran·smi tt.ers 

at greater distanceso This antenna was installed at Wakkanaia• ·Also, 

tw-o preamplifiers for th_e BC-787 receivers had been cons true te.d'. One 

was installed at Cho Do and one at Wakkanai./6 the preamplifie;r used in 

conjuncti_on with _an improved double-stacked yagi en Cho Do produced vecy 

good results.57 By late May the equipm.ent fabrication program :was well 

under way a Nevertheless, inadequate equipment fer measuring a;rP, .:h_eck-
i . 

ing the designs or models was retarding the e fforto The avd'.l!aible Bridge 
I; 

Model 916A was efficient for measuring up to 70 MCS, however, la means 

of measuring impedance up to 150 MCS was requiredo Also, the i~ngineers 
. 11 

needed equipment to measure field intensity in the VHF spectrum and a 
,_ 11 5~ 

grid dip meter to adjust and determir-e resonant freque~cies orlanten~as. ~ 

55. 

57. 

58. 

Ltr., Hq, 6920th SG to CG 9 USAFSSp Subji 
Report Number 39, 28 Apr 1953. sod. 375. 

Ltr., Hq, 6920th SG to CGi USAFSS, Subj: 
Report.Number 4l, 28 May 1953. s.d. 3710 

S . t· - p : I emimon n~y rqgr-ess 

· · 11 . 

Semi-monthly P~ogress 

11 
Ltr. 9 Hq 9 6920th SG to co, USAFSS, Subj: Semimonthly Progress 
Report Number 42 9 l2 Jun 1953. s.d. 376. 11 

T\'IX •. 6920th SG to CG_, USAFSS, Cite; GCM...0679 j) 22 May l95J. 
sad: 377 0 ~ · · . . 11 

HQS US,.;F:;s T2C '."L:i LSJ-[:£:_).2-j 
! I. 

' .L ............. 0. il. - · C0pies 
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The status of the actual VHF intercept remained about the same 

throughout the ear;y summer of 1953. USA $4C (Cho Do) cqntinued to. / 
. . . 

operate onecaoarid-one-half :positions. Therefore, the GrowE' was. cp.rected 
. .· . 

E'. L. 86-36 
EO 3. 3b( 3) 

by USA!SS to place both VHF positions on 24-hour coverage ~o improve the 

R/T coverage. S9 
The Group replied that the full posit;.o~prortded 

24-hour coverage on one .frequency but the part-ti~···p-~sit;ion,, because 

of insufficient personnel and equipment (recon:ling)s was 'operated only 

during periods of 'tactical activityo Alth9ugh the traffic :from the 

part-time position was not recorded, i!i Wa.s locally exploited and 
. . ' . 

tactically empl~d by the TADC as .. part of .the close sup~ort service. 
60 

·"· 
. Hencep in late July, USA 54C had.two single receivers positions with 

. . 

recorders covering two I 2sx3 f frequencies and search and o;te position 

covering 125 MPS full-time and one position covering 13! )4CS and search 

part-time. After relocation of USA 54C1 it was planned 'to :increase 
61 

the VHF effort considerably. 

Airborne VHF Eff't-rt. By early Febr~ry 1953, one WfF intercept 
, I 

, !·I , 

ef'f'ert-Project 11Blueslo/'--was established ab,oard -a Tine; ~ommunica-
. I 

. . , I! 

tions relay .aircraft. This capabill ty consisted Of two rr/ARR-5 

search receivers, one AN/ANQ-l recorder, one· AN/ARC-33 f radio set 

and aie VHF radio seto The equipment was installed so trit·complete 

60 .. 

· · 11 . · . · 

TWX$ Condr, USAFSS to Cennr, 6920th SG, Cite: PID-2Q954g 6 Jul 19$3. 
s.d. 378. · . I I . . 
TWX, 6920th SG.to Comdr, USAFSSs Cite: GC0-3-1663,11 110 Jul 1953 .. 
s.d. 379.. . . . . I I . 
TWX, Ctimdr 6920th SG to Com:l.r11 USAFSS 11 Cite: GCO-J-2213i:> 31 Jul 
i953. s .d. ;ao.. · 11 

61 .. 
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flexibility of •Operations was possible., One operator could rec~i·,ru.J) 

record and retransmit on VHF or UHF or botho The output of beth 

r~ceivers could be fed into the transmitter simultaneously so that b::;-;-..;~ 
. ". 

sides of a two-way conversation could be relayed over a single channel. c..:. 

The object of retransmitting intercepted signals was to re:i....y 

this type o! traffic back to the Air COlUNT unit on Cho De in time fo 
! .·• 

be tactically exploited,. ·These retransmissions we:r-e believed to be 

secure because : (a) UHF was· di.f ficul t for the enemy to intercept; 

(b) only R.l.ss:J.,an signals were retransmitted, i.e., no operator .com-

ments or announcements; (c) the harmonics of Russian VHF .frequen~ies w~r~ 

to be used as much as possible o 

The project's operations (flights) began 12 February •. By; 110 ).[.;;::.·::-:::1. 

195.3, 26 missions had been floWn behind the central frcn~.. A::!t;1~ugh 

the opera tors had heard the Russian VHF-Gel net numerotis times!~; 'the 
. I I 

quality 0£ the AN/AN't-1 wire recordings was very pooro Moreovlrr·;;. fa~ 

communica '!;',ions equipmen.t used for relay between the TAOO and tp.e UN 

aircraft interfered with the intercep. t effort* to a rt i • .IJ +- f,3 ce .. a n ~Xj'f'n ,. 
i I ==-·-

fX..o Ltr•, · ai, 6920th SG to CG, USAFSS,. Subj: Semimonthly Pre:g~~% 
Report Number 33.t 25 Jan 1953. s.d .. 381. IL 

630 Ltro, ti}, 6920th SG to CG1 USAFSS, Sub~: Semimonth:I.y Prc•gt~% 
Report Number 36, 12 Mar 1953. s.d. 3ti2., 11 

* .Initial~y, all "Bluesky'1 missions served a dual_pu:::-pose -- ff.DC 
co11Dnunications relay and USAFSS intercept. 'lhe former· purp.i:ise 
required the aircraft to operate in an area unsuited f'or V.tifj inte:::··~ 
cept and· impossible for UHF ret:re.nsmissionso tater, e x::lush-".!, 
VHF intercept missions were ncmn below the .38th parallel ct1! the 
West Coast, but the aircra.t"'t crashed before any positive r~~\!lt!:: 
were obtained. (Information furnished by Majer George I. MJ.~or,$ 
OODJ Hq, USAFSS. Major Mason was the AFSSO at 5:th Ai during I tr:::...:: 
period). 

ll-HlOP~SE'-hl'ICRtr-tETt---r-tElttr'9En--R 16~' . 
,:, (.:[i-$u~:~•1..',l!:o.-:.;::.!H'.:'.• :.·.:' :•" • -
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Nevertheless~ it_ was believed that after these communications dif-

64 
f'iculties were eliminated the project would produce valuable intercept. 

Meanwhile, conversion to VHF by the Soviets on more air/ground 

and air/air communications continued to noticeably reduce· the Group 
' ..• 

Intelligence Production capability in sev~ral respects. l;n -con

nection with the conversion to VHF transmissions, USAFSS personnel 

aboard a s·trategic Reconnaissance bomber had intercepted 9.th Air _Anny 

VHF traffic on ll March 1953 which involved units that h~d not been 

intercept.ed on HF since 19 Februaryl953. Fur-tiler, there.was no 

prospect of successful ground VHF intercept except in Korea and at 

Wakkanai. However, the VHF ef'f'ort at Wakkanai had not intercepted 

I I 
any Russian VHF transmissions. As a result of these fac~ors, FEAF 

: I 
I, 

approved • request for a minimum of f1 ve RB-29 missions c;iach month 

i 
f'or. the primary purpose of' obtaining; VHF intercept. This effort was 

in addition to project 11Bluesky'" in Korea. 
65 

- I 
- - - 1-1 
Thus, by May 1953, the VHF intercept problem had be~re recognized 

11 
to the extent that the 6920th Group recommended the continuation and 

- 11 

e:xpansion of the airborne intercept p:'rogram. · The former reeo:mmendati m 
- - 66 

was justified by the Group, as follows: ·. 

64. 

65. 

66. 

11 rux, 692Jth SG to CG» USAFSS, Cite: SG 884 9 10 Mar 1953. s.d. 374. 
11 

Ltr., Hq, 6920th SG to CG, USAFSS, Subj.: Semimonthly Progress 
Report Number- 37, 27 Mar 19.5.3. · s.d. 383.- ) / 

TWX,, 6920th SG to CG, USAFSS.11 Cite: ~O 0405, 9 Mayl 1953. s.d. 384. 

I 
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I 

1. Russian transition to use of VHF radio is serious,ly 
hampering TACOMINT support· to UN operati'ons in Korea and COMINT 
production in all other Far East areas. All Russian fighter 
units in combat have converted to VHF for primary use~ the 
ground/air portion being intercepted only sporadicallyo Uni ts 
of the 9th and loth VAS, 5th Fleet and Jrd Long Range hav~ 
been heard on VHF. · 

2. Recent VHF search missions flown for us by the 91st 
Strategic Reconnaissance· Squadron indicate airborne irttercept 
is the only practical.means of VHF intercept in certain areas •. 

The Group recommended-the following in an attempt to expand the 

future operation of the program: 
67 

J. The function of operating airborne platforms for'VHF 
intercept· be made the responsibility of the Strategic Air 1Com
mand (the same units that perform airborne EI.INT intercep~ perform 
VHF intercept) with arrangements for operational control ltiy the 
Security Service Groups. · I 

4. The aircraft used for airborne irttercept sho·1.1id lalsc 
· I I 

have a capability for simultaneous relay of intercept to la ground 
station for tactical exploitation. . 1 I 
At that point, the airborne intercept program in the Far Ii•" '"' 

actually operating somewhat similar to the above recommendatio\'j,S in a 
6S 

1

1,·· . -

limited manner. FEAF was providing1 

. i ) 1. One C~4 7 aircraft for VHF tests in Kc.rea "Bluesk~in o 

These preliminary tests had proven unsatisfac·tory becaus~ cf 
'- the limitations placed on the area of operations.* j 

\ 
\..... 

I 
2. Approxi.mately five VHF searcll missions a month aboo.:·:'~ 

B-50 aircraft of the 9lst $tra.tegi.c Reconnaissance Squad,i;dr~.. Tr:~ 
results of t.~ese missions had been: Seven missior.s flowrilin 
December 1952 - January 1953 - non-prGductive; five miss~9ns 
flowµ in February-March-April 1953; two in the VLADIVOST~~ ar·ea,. 

67. ~· 

68. Ibid. 

* Later, it was determined that obsolete vHF receivers and wi?je rei:i:·;.de::-s 
were the primaey reasons for the unsatisfactory operat.! en 44te! the 
aircraft began flying exclusive VHF interc.ept miseions. 
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productive; two in the Wakkanai area one or which ~s productive; 
one in the Korean area, productive. 

, 3. ·Arranging to place three s-45c s under Group control 
' which w:>uld provide a capability or one 5-hour mission each day 

with two to three hours over the target at .45 ;000 !eet. 
" • I, 

Thi8 eapabi:µ_t;r was being furnished tor technical continuity and 

cover number monitoring because FEAF: was very concerned over the int el

Ugence already 'lost and the additional loss it the Ruasia;ns converted 
• ", l 

~ ' ; •/ . 

· t.o VHF. FEAF had also indicated its desire to have a USAF Strategic 

. Reconnaissance Squadron !or the primary purpose o! supporting airborne 

intercept i.n t.he Far East. Subsequently, USAFSS initiated action 

designed to place the USAFSS airborne intercept platfonu (RB-29) cii. per-
. I 

~ manent duty in the Far East. Further, all positions aboti,rd the USAFSS 

aircraft were to be VHF so that the Group 1 s VHF intercep~ ; capability 
69 . Ii · 

would be stronger. This aircraft would be under the eqntro1 of t.he 

692oth Group as·rar as theater directives 'WOUld permit. 1Jowever, the 
. ·. · . . 10 11 . 

platf'.orm wou.ld not have a VHF-RDF capability', which had !been requested , I 
by the Group. The Group also requested that suitable trapsmission 

equip~ent be installed aboard the aircraft to permit tac~·. cal e:xploita-
. · . n . I 

tion or the VHF intercept. - . I 

· Low and VLF Effort• He~dquart.ers USAFSS also instru!cted the 692oth ~ 

Security G~up t~ investigate. the P!oblem because of its g
1

ossible in-
. 72 · I 

:f'lumce on future equipment requirements. The Group e~tJ!ablisbed a 
• l. 

69. TWx, CG,USAFSS to C0,692oth SG,Cite.OID 21598, 2 J,,195.'.3., s.d. 385. 

70. 'IWX, CG,USAFSS to Ccmdr,6920th SG,Cite: ODC-96704j 28

1 

Jul 53. s.d • .'.386. . . l 
71. TWX., 6920th SG to Condr.,USA~S, Cite:GCO 1967, 23 Ju:JJ 53. s.d. 3S7. · 

.... ..., ,J. 1 .. Jun 
720 TWX, CG8 USAFSS to CO, 6920th SG9 Cite: PDC-218)~:; 4'+ 5J. s.,d. )88. 

---·-· --. -. --·--···-· ·-~--····------~------
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VLF-LF project during late June 1953. At th9.t time~ the Group :inst.alled 

a search position at USA. 54A. The Group already had full 24-hour ~c·.:-er

age of the frequencies at USA 38 and USA 54. 73 

·EOM and Ferret Effort. Froi:n late December 1952 until May. ;1953, 

. the COMrNT participation in the ECM and Ferret activity was gene.rally 

in accordance with the cl.assieal ooncept of OOMINT .cpllection and · 

utilization. This operati0nal status .resulted from an I.SIB deeisicn 
. . : 

on COMINT utilization, which prohibited the use of COMIN!' :i,n the 

.protection of Ferret aircra~.* However, USCIB ~d I.SIB appr~Ved a 
. ( . 

USAF request in April 1953 tor use of COMINT in the protection 'of 

ph~to reconnaissance flights in Europe. 74 Alsc,; by May 1953i: 't!sAF had 

... .established stipulations or conditions which would have to be 1.f.ul-· 

-

I ' 

filled in order for a 11Bitter Sweet" type operation to be apprJved. 
·. . . 11 

In late May, FEAF referred the USAF qualifica.tionsr placjl or1 . 

this type ·or an Air COMINT servi.ee1 to the Group for review and •:..;mmen.ts. 

The 6920th Securit7 Group generally concurred in the USAF resllction. 

on the t.ype of COMINT which could be used in the Wlrning of aJjcraft 
. . . , - . 1 11 ""I. 

'because the primary source of warning material was p,,..in ang.;;;.e.ge .....,,_. 

traffic as 1'-isua~zed by ·usAF. Furthermore, USAF stipulated it.t 
_ the basis for instructions to warn or abort missions would be 

1,. 
73.. TWX, 6920th SG to Candr, USAFSS, Cite GC0-5-1439s 27 .. run 5.

1

,;. 
s.do JS9. 

74. Ltr •. 9 Hq USAFSS to CO 69loth SG, Subj.: Comrnur.ica.tions lilt--e~'"' 
ligeneei' 21 Jul 1953. s.d. 390. 

* See Prcject Bitter Sweet, Chapter v, this Stuczy-. 
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lcgically attributable to sources other than COMINI' j such as radar 

P.nd/or recamaissance, and that COMINT sources woul.d not 1be dis closed 
I 

by association or otherwise. To this stipulation the GroiU.p pointed 

out that U • .s. early warning and GCI radars in Northern Jap~ proV:i.ded 

a plausible source of warning for aircraft wl. th in range. Beyond 

this range the wa.niing infonnation could be attributed to airborne 

radar or visual obse~ation f'rom U.S. aircraft which was passed to 

ground stations. 

In respect to· the communications employed in the warning effort, 
~ . ' . 

USAF stipulated that: 11Commun,ications used to warn or ;:lbort misl:!ions 
I I 

will be timed so that abort will not appear to be direct 'result of 

info o"btainable cnly thru COMINl' • 11 I: 
I! 

To this the Group pointed out that. since any informarion used would 

be attributable to other sources. the limitation was super~luous. . ~ 1· 

Hcwever, the Group also pointed out that the. speed of jet hghters would 

rmi h . ·:I not pe t any delay in the sequence of passing t e warrung and cons e-

. * quent aoort of the aircraft. 

11 
75.· TWX, 6-920th SG to Candr, USAFsS, Cite: GC0-1&18» 6 Juli 1953. . 

s.d. 3910. 

* The actual warning signal, based either on COMINI' or friendly radar,· 
· · . I I would be.passed exactly as under the original Bitter S~eet plan. 

However, dWl!IDy' signals were to be excl)anged between a gtound station 
and the aircraft at irregti.lar intervalso Too, the exch~ge was to 
be initiated by the aircraft upon detection of foreignlEW radar 
signals or upon entering an area in which the UoS. recotmaissance 
aircraft were normally trac."ltedo l I 
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USAF st1p1.1lated that the waming signal would net be tJn:!qua er 

H~ntifiable to toreign analysis as a signal !or warning purpc~~:!< <Ui.d 

- · "J9oi.ild be used one time only. The Group comment on tfas qualif:ica ti (f'.( 

11~s the. t the warning signal woula be .identical in external app;gamnce 

and handling to the other signals, real er dUllllly~ and that both typec; 

cf" eigrll!ls would be used onl;y once. Finally, U$AF speci:!'ied ~ha:t. any 

c:over used would not d:raw attention to the !act that unus'IJ.al act,~.on 

was CT-curringo Againll the Group pointed out that this eonditi!c.:n would 

b~ met by maintaining a routine exchar1ge cf signal,s between t~s; air= 

;;.;$.f~ a.rs.d the groound station. . . . J I . 
Uo..anwhile.!) by July 195.3, the NaVT had also advar;ced a pl i:rl for 

. . 1 I 
pr.:-,tection ot Ferret. air-era.rt which was somewhat similar to t.l:ie 

"Bittor s. .. t• ope,,.t.ion. · This Na'J' (ONI) plan provided tor 1 ~r·• 
wan1:!.r.g signal: and no answer- from the airc:rafto It was vi~w~d ~Y the 

. I . 
O~·t.:-J.p as being inherently more secure and easier to cove?'~ sine e tn~ 

· or1ly ce-n:miunieat:!.ons irivolved were concealed in the· traffic o£ A . . . . . I 
nc,nr . .a:tly busy RDF net* having no appar&nt relationship t.o fae L:igh't· 

.:Jr s-pecitic !:ti!'C~i'to The Navy plan did not provide f<:!r a,:::kr.TI.1..edg-;n,~t,l:. 1:-.f '". 

~~~~••.the Nny plan, reeorc.ais•anoe ai~~ft r.<P•l=t:lf:.1:,~~~- --
u .. s. Cal.INT ff)Fnet, listening fora prear?'a:::tged aign.al{tr,~~-:T.:!.!·o~),, 
Th'!! :RDF net lfould conduct; its normal opera.tiorso Ttie w~r·n~ng e1pi1!1 .. 
would be sent as i! it wer~ a part of the norHtl opera:tl.on::it! wcu..t,;J 
not be addHssed to 8Jl aircr&.ft 'and would no+. reQ•leSt· s.~ a:±i'"e:r- ~ 
T'.'"ce Narj ad'lr·ooat.ed the "Fax" type cf bros.dca~t who:re 3:dd:r-e~1ee: "'.:cpy 
<ally what is for them arrl do not oontact the 'trar.sm:Lt;ti.".ig ~~tl.:;!h 
The USAF preferred the twCFWay contacto \ \ 

T~ 1'l0 
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warning and reporting of evasive intentions. Nei. ther did the plan 

provide for the alert.ing of the aircraft to the faet that it was being 

tracked. However;. the early eJq:>erience gained in !!Bitter Sweet" opera-

tions had indicated that no use.t\ll purpose could be served in "!'larning an 

aircraft that it was being tracked,, e,Xcept in rare instances when the 

aircraft would be required to take specific action upon being detected 

76 . by the enemy. 

· As previously stated;. the COMINr parti cipati oo ·in the Ferret 

a.ctivi ties was a routine pha:;ie or the COMINT effort during this 

periodo As such, ·it was subject to or affected by the st~dardiza-
I 

tion trends of the period. By January 19531 USAFSS had ~rempted to 

formalize the intercept practices for monitoring the Fe~rft activities as 
JI . 

employed by the Far East group. Also, the action was de~igned to 

e:xpand the wrking agreements in effect. First, USAFSS !J.afted three 

intercept plAns tor coveraiie of the activity, The plans ~e designed, 

primarily, for use by the Group a.s guides. Generally, ~i plans '!Here 

for specific area activity ·and their implementation proceaures were 
77· 

as follows: 

760 T'riX, 6920th SG to Comdr, USAFSS, Cite: GC0-1618 5 6 fl k 1953. 
s.do )91. 

77. Ltro, Hq1 USAFSSto COi> 6920th SG, Subj: Intercept Plans tor 
Ferret Activity, 20 Jan 1953. s.d. 392. 
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1rwhe1i a Feirret aircraft was scheduled for a mission~ FEAF would 
notify the Group, which in tum would implement the particular 
plan for the specific area and notify NSA and AFSS. 11 

In addi ticn to the predetermined regular coverage o.f the Fl!rret. 

missions, the Group was instructed to. anploy one Morse search position 

to cover all, signals below 500 KCS, including beacon· transmissions. 

Also, the ~roup was authorized to assign one voice (VHF) position 

and RDF and RFP coverage 0:£ all identifiable signals oonnect.ed· 1t<i. th 

the Ferret Intercept coverage plan. 

As for reporting the reactions, USAFSS instructed the Gro~p to 

ir.c.lude tft.e routine traffic in the PVO TEOSUM. However, when a 

react.ion (enemy) was cmsidered significant, the Group waai insti· .. 1.1cted 

to forward the raw traffia by electrical means to NSA and USAFp.j). 
I! . 

By Mareh 1953, the Group had arrived at certain operationi~ c;:,n-

clusions :!."elati ve to the three plan~ advanced by USAFSS a..."1.d haaj sub-
. 7S i 

mit.ted the !'ollow.i,ng C!EJllents: I 
It is believed that rigid control, even by GroupJ of t.he iht.er
c.~pt coverage for each tlight is impractical. This belie~! 
results from the fact that in most instances pre.flight not.ices 
are received too ·late to effect intercept control of outslltions 
centrally from Group; and the outstations are much better al

1
ble 

to tollow t.he course of the Ferret. 

' 78. Ltr.; Hq, 6920t.h SG to CG, USAFSS, Subj: Ip.tet-cept. Pla.n for 
Ferret Aetivityl' 6 Mar 1953. s .. d • .393. 
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For the reasons a.bow., it is suggested that the •USAFSS World
Wide Ferret Plan' provide only for the number of positions 
by area rather than by specific ease,* and that the require
mer.ts for a pre-mission notification of 'Which plan is in effect 
be discontinued. In place of this notification, a sUmma.ry of 
'What coverage was implemented can be added to post-mission 
reports. It is, however, difficult !or us. to understand the 
requi.rement t'cr this in either case, since you already receive 
the same intormaticin in DCR's, PVO TE.CSUM•s and raw traffic.. · 

HoweverJ> USAFSS disagreed with the Group t)i.eory of i??.tercept cover

age and again advan~ed the principle of standardizing the I intercept 

plans for covering reactions to Ferret acti vityo Also, USAFSS informed 

the Group that intercept of Ferret activity continued to tie of . ' 

. paramount interest to Zone of ]:nterior agencies and that :NSA was 
. · · 11 

closely following all Ferret reactions in order to satisii consumer 
I: 

reque.s.te tQI' such information. Hence, to satisfy the reqdirenent, NSA '1 
: I _.. 

would need all t.he ini.'Qrm.ation related to Ferret activit~,s on a tiinely 

basis. 79 Therefcre, USAFSS instructed the Group to proJde a feasible 

. ' 11 . 
. ~ethod for forwarding Ferret traffic to the Zone of' Inteli!or as e;xpedi-

tiously ~s possible o 
80 

1· . 

Theater Close COMINT Support Plans. Aside from fumiJshing close 

.COMINT oupporl t.o Theater Air units during th_is period, 4+ Group 

directed a considerable a.mount of effort tolBrd establisnment of 
I 

additional facilities and services., With respect to the l~rmer factor, 

. 11 
. 79. 1st Ind (Ltr. i Hqa 6920th SG to CG~ USAFSSi Subj: ~11tercept Plans 

tor Fer~t Activity, 6 Mar 1953) Hq USAFSS to CO, 69~2oth SG, 
l Apr 1953. Bodo 3940 J 

BO. 3rd Ind (~), Hq, USAFSS to C0.11 6920th SG, 10 Jun ! 1953. s.d. 395. 

* The plan drawn by USAFSS in January 1953 had stipulate; certain 
POROCO coverage in priority order. ; 1 
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the Group selected and tes,ted a site on Formosa for the B4th RSM. SJ.. 

Technically, the site was deemed excellent. However, the reg9tiations 

for the site were Washiligton-level responsibl.lities.. Therefol"e, the 

Group limited its activities to essent-ial reports and to initiating 
. . 82· 

Support Requirements correspondence for FEAF o 

Also, the Group revised its ciose support COMINT pl.9.n for FEAF. 

uriits "Whioh might be committed to the defense of Formosa and/G~ Indo

China. Originally, the 15th RSM had.been·given this close support 

COMINl' responsibility and had been directed to maintain a , s:na:l!-1 

i: mobile intercept t.eam to furnish such Air Force (FEAF) COMINI' i~upport. 
. . I! 

Hcwever, in April 1953, this responsibility was transferred to lthe 29th 
. . I 1 . 

RSM9 \Ciich was directed to organize and equip a eapahi.lity of tt;hr·ee . . I 
C/W and cne R/T and one HF/RDF position. The analysis portion of the 

. · . I e3 
Team wculd be furnished by the Group upon deployment of the TEfam• 

Me~r .. ;while,11 some definite terms were established during tih.ls . 
. 11 

period which concerned the plans for COMJ:NI' support of JADF aqtivitieso 

T::-1e JADF operations plan, approved by FEAF and forwarded to u~kss !or 
i 

redew of the portion relative to USAFSS participation and th~ ut,iliza-
1 

I 
tivr• or COMINT, was viewed by USAFSS as operat1ai.ally satisfallory and 

. 11 
Sl. Ltro, Hq,1.1 692oth SG to CGJI USAFSS, Subj: Semimonthly Progress 

Report Number 35, 27 Feb 1953. sod. 345. 11 

82. Lt:z'. t Hq, 692oth SG to CG, USAFSS, Subj: Semimonthly Prolgress 
Report Number 37, 27 Mar 1953. s.d. 383. . I 

BJ •. Ltr.. ~ Hg, 6920th SO- to CG, USAFSS, Subj: Semimcnthly Prc::gr.efs 
~ort Number 40 9 12 May 1953. s.d. 396. I 
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necessary. However, USAFSS questioned the legality of the plan's 

implementation, under the then current regulation, without specific 

approval by USCIB aoi authority from the Director of Intelligence, 

USAF. USAFSS referred the natter to AFOIN. As a result; the_ Group was 

instructed to "endeavor to have distribution of tqe JADF Plan restricted 
S4 . 

to SSO channels. 11 In turn, USAFSS recanmended to the Director of 

Intelligences USAF that the Plan be authoriZed by the proper COMINI' 

authority. 

Subsequently; the Group requested JADF to withdraw. copies or· the 

Plan, pending USAF approval. Also, the Group pointed out to USAFSS 
I I . 

that to discontinufl_ the implementation of the necessary'. ~ClllDlunication 
I; 

circuits would be dangerous. In turn, the Group proposed to JADF that 

these cir~uits be retained to permit .the implementa:tion hr the plan 

in an emergency, an •ct 1'hich .... already authorized in re eid.sti.,,,; 

regulatiai. Actuallyi> the plan had been approved by FEf' for in:ple

Iilentaticn only under the emergency powers granted Theatb~ Canma.."lders 

in the 11Regulation for Security and Disseminati~ of C~f.c'ations 
I 

Intelligence. 11 This had been the authority used by FEAF to implement 

· S5 
the "Y" service in the Korean War. · 

Theater Close Support COMINT Furnished. Throughout ihe first half 

of 1953 the effectiveness and/or completeness of the G1fjP Close 

S4. TWX, CG, USAFSS to. C0 9 6920th SG, Cite OID-9JS57D ~6 May 19530 

s.~~ 397~ _ I I . 
S5o TWX, 692oth SG to CG, USAFSS, Cite: GC0-0632, 19 Ma~ 1953. 

s.d. 398. I I 
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COMINT support :for theater customers was generally as follows: . The 

Comrnurdst Voice and Morse comlnunications in North Korea/Manchuria 

were well-covered and tactically exploited in direct support of the 

5th Air Force. Reports relative to rcutine activity were diss:~na

·ted daily and significant changes in Communist tactics and/or d·eploy-

ment were reported in spot messages. Also, informs.ti on on early warn

ing :radar locatic:nsj capabilities and associated air warning communica-

' tions were produced on a, routine basis in conjunction with the ;EGM 
, ' 

coverage effort. In respect to Conmunist sensitivity to recoim,aissance 

or patrol aircraft..11 voice nets were also monitored and reacti4tiS 

t.o U.S. flights were given special dissemination. New radar ~a;rly 
I! 

w-arning and GCI stations were norma.14" detected and located. !Radar 
. i I 

C"alibrat;.on exercises and, specifically, enemy radar ·tracking !o:r can..:. 

l!l'llf>.iat air::raft was sanet1mes tactically eAploited. 

With r-espeot to Strategic Support-'1 Coi;m:mmist fighter, bo,ier· and 

transport activity in the SAKHAUN-KURIIBS area1 Southern Ma:r:il.tJim.e 

District, ~an·:lhuria-China area and rear .•upport are•• wre gi~+ goOd 

25x3 

r I I . ''°' not tr•e ir. the case of Russian traffic, because of t •• gnater 
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communications security employed by the Russians. Normally., Russian 

AOB data ha.d to be obtained through the m(jre difficult and less reliable 

S6 
traffic analysis. 

I ~ 
'I 

I 

r 
i 

86. Ltr. :· Hql' 6920th SG to CG,, JADF1 Subj: Intelligen~~ Requirements-' 
15 May 1953· s.d. 399. 
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The Aftermath 

Undoubtedly, many significant characteristics or traits, Which 

differed !rem established military concepts, were crystallized ;after 

the end or hostilities in Korea. A very significant one, if me.asured 

by attitudes and practices. following the end of other armed con

flicts in which the United States participated, was the state of 

readin~ss philosophy or maintenance of a conbat capability. Tnis 
I 

characteristic was especially true of the communications intel-: 

ligence. component of the Armed Forces. 

EFFECT OF ARMISTICE ON usA.Fss 
COMINT OPERATIONS 

' . 
. I' 

By early July 1953 a great deal of consideration was being given 
. I! 

to maintaining a COMIN'I'. Close Support capa'Qility in Korea ~ftjj the, 

. truce. This consideration included future targets and techni4'ies of 

~peratiais as well as redepl01Jllent and augmentation of facl.llJJes. 
· 11 

Immediate Planning for The Truce. On.24 Ju1yl953, Hea.dJlarters 

USAFSS requested the 6920th Group to submit a summary of the e:f{fects the 
' .· 11. l 

armistice would have on Close Support COMINT Opera.ti.om in Ko~ia.. 

JI 
I! 

l. TWX, Comdr, USAFSS to Candr, 692Jth SG, Cite: ODC-96560, ll July 
195.3. s .d. 400. I . 
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In answer the Group stated that the operational effect, as far as , 
2 

could be deteI'lllined, would be: 

l. USA 54C would move back from Cho Do to PAENGYONG-DO (K-53). /~~\-~!~~f 

2. Tactical utilization or COMINT would be discon~inued. II91¥-' 
ever, the capability would be maintained in readiness. 

J. North Korean Air Units am Communications would increase . 
and at the same time USAFSS would possibly lose th~· serv,ices 
Of Major Cho. 

4. Emphasis on COMINI' information would increase ~s othez;' 
prolific sources were lost. · · 

5. Requirements for airborne VHF intercept "ool<( increase o 

However, the requirements for aut0matiC,/relay of the inter
cept for tactical exploitation would be discoatintied. 

. . . // . 11 :' . 
Concurrently, NSA recanmended certain ~hanges in ~fe.,intercept 

. I. , 
effort in the Far East in order to prevent certain norms /from being . . . / I V 
disturbed. However, with the exceptie>,ri of USA She, (~1fer redesigna-

. . I 

ted Flight "B") the changes were m:iJi·~r..3 At that time· it was decided 

· that personnel. and facili~ies nqt/fully utilized at/5'4cl 

"lrould be used as follows: // . ,i · 

on GCI targets 

lo .To inte.rcept ~oic,~ traffic on r 25x3 f 
2o To augment ~~overage or the North Korea/Mah.churia area 

to determine the extent of change or expansion! of the 
Co1I1D1unist Air defense effort .. 

· . 11 · 
2. TWX, 6920th SG to Caodr, USAFSS, Cite: GC<J.=.2086, 271 Jul 19530 

s.d. 401. • · I 
'IWX, XI DIRNSA to Comdr, USAFSS, IYI'G: 2718$2Z Juli 1953. 

4o TWX9 Comdr, USAFSS to Comdr, 6920th SO, Cite: OID-i-5.-22197, 
29 Jul 1953. s,d. 4020 
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3. To closely watch KCAB nets inasmuch as probable moves 
of NKAF units to North Korea would [l .. te je pas;t · 
ability to follow NKAF progress on __ 25x3 .·········· 

These recommendations .were approved by USAFSS and f..orwa:rd~d to 

the Group on 29 JUly. However, early in Augu,~t:; th~ Group r:ep1ied to 
_.,..-· -· 

the proposal as follows: 5 

Ai+gmentation o~ov~ra.ge of North Korea/Manchtiria or the 
expand effort ~ nets impossible at this time due to, fact 
that entire USA 540 effort is on voice nets. Any personnel 
made surplus by limited GCI activity would not be qualifi,ed to 
cover morse nets. 

Therefore, USA 54C continued its voice interception and covera;ge of 

the North Korean/Manchurian Morse nets was per.formed at USA 5:J.+:A 
J, 

(Osan Ni, Korea) and at USA 54 (Ashiya, Japan). This decision: and 
. '.. l 

subsequent opera.ti on was based on the following facts: · (a) i'lihe 

floor space limitations in the intercept quonset huts at 54C iJre-
. r ; I 

eluded the addition of morse intercept positions at that site: (b) 

The morse nets were HF and did not necessarily require closej
1
Jn . I 

intercepUon as in the case of VHF" and ( c) communications f~m 
. . · * 11 

54C we.re unreliable at their best. Generally, the USAFSS ClMINT 

collection program was intensified after the armistice, becauJe of 

the reduction or oUtright l.oss or other souroe or intOma~lO+ 
Post Annistice COMINT Requirements-Far East. The prima.1Yi . 

COMINT Close Support problem posed by the truce was the estatiJish-

ment and maintenance of a COMINT Close Support capability to 

. . I l 
5. 'I.WX, Comdr,USAFSS to DIRNSA, Cite: OID-5-22352, 13 Aug 1953. 

Sodo 403. 

* Information furnished by Captain William c. Sch'Witzgebel. 

HQS USAFSS TSC N.J 

.192 

····P.L. 86-36 
EO 3.3b(3f 

Copies · 

No Objection To Declassification in Part 2013/11/19: MDR-USAF-MDR-62597-1-2 



No Objection To Declassification in Part 2013/11/19: MDR-USAF-MDR-62597-1-2 
OOCID: 3737095 

340 TOP SECRET BOER .· 

provide timely intelligence response to the. 5th Air For~e and FEAF 

requirements cohcerning Communist units operating in Nol{'tt\ Korea and 

Manchuria. Though the truce ended combat a.ir operations., the out

standing require1?1ent cx)ntinued to be the provision 0£ immediate in-

. * formation for aircraft direction and control purposes. Further, 

the primary source of this in.formation would continue to be target 

transmissions in the HF and· VHF spectrums. 

Meanwhile, tp.e experience gained in support of 5th Air Force 

operations began influencing .the approaches to the problem •. In 

early August 1953, the Commander, 5th Air Force, acknowledged the 

value of COMINT in peacetime and recognized the il:rportartce ot a 

collocated COMINT - TADC activity concerning the peacet:i,me require
.6 

ment and wrote: ·' 

Although actual· combat has ceased, the threat pos~q by enemy 
air power i:emains real and immediate. With the denial to 
Fifth Air Foree or such conventional' forms of int~llige:nce 
as photographic reconnaissance, your organizaticn :£the 6920th 

·security Groui} will becane one of our major saur~e:.s ot .in
telligence on the enelJl1'' s movements and acti vi ti es.i I urge 
you to e.xpen:l every e.f.'fort in improving your techdi,~ues and 
capabi11 ties and maintaining a state of constant "'3.~-time 
vigilance. · · . · 11 

• I 
. . . . I . 

Concerning the effectiveness or the techniques de~eiloped in 

supplying support to the 5th Air Force, the General sta:tl
1
ed: 

7 
. . I . 

6. 

* 

Ltr., Hq .5th AF to Comdr, 6920th SG1 Subj: 
6 Aug 1953. s.d. 404. · 

' 11 
Letter or Appreciation, 

COMI.NT information was not passed to the TADC on a ;,
1 

ge scale, 
however. 

. I . 
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o o o B-1 your operations in conjunction with the Tactical : 
Air Direction Center, y-ou have proV'ed conclusively the value 
0£ tactical comnunicaUons intelligence and have aided in 
the defense of UN lines and.property. 

Tnese views w~re echoed and stressed by the Coamanderii F"'....AF, 12 days 

later. 

In acknowledging these tributes paid the Air Force COMIN!l' units 

by Far East Air CommaJtder51 • the Commander, USAFSS ~ssured the Commander, 

6920th Securl ty Group that :8 . 

The exper"..uence gained and the lessons leamed :in Korea are new 
being applied to the development of plaps and programs to sup-

. port all types or air operations, such as ADC 9 SAC and ot~r 
t!.ct.ical Air Forceso. You may take pride in the .ta.et that. the 
techniques which have been pioneered b;r the 6920th securl. ty . 
Group in the hr Fast are non our most valuable guides tor 
developnent of the AFSS capability to prO\'ide COMINT supp9rt 
to Air Canmanders. 

; ' 
' 

~time Close Support COMINT Opera ti~s. Concurrentlyk: tech-
. 'I 

niques developed Cll Cho-Do "Were being applied to the solution, 9f the 
. . . ! I . 

5th Air Force support problem.. In essence.1> the solution wae Gleveloped 
. . II 

. as follows: The interoept potential on the island of PAENGY0~©-

1 
DO 

I 
(K-5.3) was eoropared~ from a.n intelligence producing standpoint¥ 

. . ( ) . i 1 
wi.th the e.1.'£.:-rt at Kimpo K-l.4 • This eanparison revea:;_ed th't the 

. I 
Kimpo effort did not meet tactical intelligence require~entsoi How-

! 
ever9 the PAENGYQN(}...00 capability indicated a pote~t.ial SODN!Wnt 

similar t.c. the succeesful Cho-Do et.fort.. HenceJ the islar~d· sit.e · . l I 
11 

8. 3rd .Ind (Ibid .. ), Hql' USAFSS to· Comir, 6920th SG9 23 Sept 1953. 
flodo 4050-
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was selected as an operational location for a Close Supp9rt COMINT 

unit because ot its favorable technical characteristics.. Also, the 

choice was designed to produce information at its point 0£ greatest 

usability because the 5th Air Force planned to assign the major GCI 

control responsibility to the TADC on PAENGNYOOG-DO. Collocation of 

the Close Support COMINT capability with the TADC activi~y responsible 

tor GCI control was deemed of' paramount importance if the prill'!e 5th 

Air Force requirements were to be fulfilled.* 

·Therefore, Flight ttB•1 ot the 15th RSM was deployed to K-5.3. This 

original.capability consisted of nine voice positions, including the 
I J 

necessary receivers and recorders f'or intercept and playback. Five (5) 
! 

long wire antennas were . constructed tor HF intercept an~'. two 80-foot 

masts we:re erected f'or VHF intercept. Also, two dou blet-Lantennas were 

constructed and two AN/GRC-26•s were installed for comm~ication with 
! I 

the . 5th Air Force and other COMINI' processing c'enters. 1· In addition, a '. 
' .1 ' ' 

ten-pair cable was laid. from Flight "B11 operations to the TADC. Cm-
. ' ' 11 

currently, USAFSS suggested the deployment of an RSM (Lirt) to Korea. I . 
. . I 

The two major tlights-12 voice and one C/W .positic:n eadl:-could be 

· deployed to K-53 and OOAll-llI (K-55). 
9 

I 

! I 
9. .R&R, ODC to CCG, Subj: Weekly Progress Report, 17-22 Aug 19539 

~ Aug 1953. s.d. 406. 

* See Outstanding Conclusions Drawn., this Chapter. 
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'' 

"By November 1953, the voice capability at K-53 was providing 

reasonably complete inf~nnation on enelltV' air units operating in North 

Korea and Manahuriao* Since this effort had proved to be the'm.ost pro-
, 

lific and dependable source of information concerning the target units, 

it was be¥eved that establishment of· additional facilities on K-53 

would enhance .current and future operations, resulting in a more 

complete capabilityo ·More voice frequencies could be covered and . 

. 10 
the effectiveness of collocatim ·with the TADC could be maintained. 

This effort at K-53 was augmented and its operational techniques 

were fo~a.1..i.zed. in consonance with the developed Close Suppo1 COMINT 

concept of' operati·onal supporto First, the 15th RSM adopted ~ Opera- · 
I 

tional Plan for Flight 11B11 s which defir~ed those COMINT items1that 
i. , I 

could be passed to authorized personnel in the TADC.9 i.eo" ttt Smior 

Duty Controller9 wh.o was indoctrinated for that type of COMIJA'., 

and the plotter in the TADC~ who was not indoctrinated. The Jlotter 

wa.s only authorized to receive enemy aircraft positions) diryltion of 

·nights5 altitude of .flight, number of aircraft and informatUn 

'· , . . · · . · · · · · 11· 

\.. 

. . l I . 
10. · Memo for Record.:> Su,bj~ Flight 11B11 15th Radio. Squadron, jMobile 

COMINT Suppqrt of 5th Air Force, 30 Nov 1953. s. d. 407. 

* '.n-.J.s eapabilitr ocnsiOted of seven HF.voice and two.VHr ~~e~ 
positions. The HF intercept was reflecting a vast :increas; in 

quality and quantity of 12 jet fighter regiments activiti~~ 
since .the HF mission had been moved !rom K-55 to .K-530 Hcrrevers 
these reflections were believed to be. the result of more e~fect
ive intercept rather than a change in the regiments opera~ilon., 

· ·· 11 
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relative to flights in orbi. t. The Senior Duty Controller was 

authorized to receive information about the known intentions or the 

enell11' !lights as well as their operaticnal or com.bat readiness. 

Neither the Controller nor the plotter were authorized to receive 

technical or "sophisticated" COMINT in:f'ormationo Furthermore, Close 

Support COMINT information ·was not passed to the Controller when it 

was obvious that such intormat.ion could not aid the Contl'.'.oller on 

duty.11 

Actually, Flight 11B11 was located near the 606th AC&W Squadron 1 s 

forward TADC. Thi~ pro:x:imity of location was necessary to provide 

secure lines or oommunications between Flight 11B11 operations and the 

TADC. Eleven intereept positions in Flight "B" were conpentrated on 

ene!I\Y radio telephone transmissions. Five of these posit-ions were 

utilized to provide tactical information to the TADC. Enemy aircraft 
I > 

control (GCI) Stations and eneU\Y early warning nets (ra~r and visual .. , 
I I 

spotter activity) were intercepted.and recorded, Audio!lines were 
. I I . 

installed from four intercept receivers to Flight 11B11 pG>~itions located 
i ! .· 

in the TADC operations. This provided simi.tltaneous intilcept by USAFSS 

voice inter.cept opera.tors in Flight "B11 operations and TA.DC aperations. 
· · 11 
Hence, maxi.mum speed was attained in passing the informaticn to author-

ized A~W personnel in the TA.DC. 11 
I .. 

ll. · Hq 15th RSM, Operations Procedure No. 55-11, 12 FJ

1

11954. 
s.do 408. 

l 
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Normal~ 1 five Flight 11B11 operators were· required in the TADC 

during 5th Air Force patrols or ether significant air activity.I> and 

one voice oper.ator remained on duty in the TADC during rwtine air 

activity. However, all five persons could commence operations in the 

TADC within five minutes when the recessity arose. During periods · 

when USAF aircraft were above the J8th parallei, four operators 
I 

monitored, remotely, the actual enemy transmissions, and qne pperator 

served as. th·e supervisor. This iridi vi dtal passed information to the 

TADC plotting. board and Contro~er, contacted ·Flight 11B" operations 

for additional infonnation when required cm,d c.oordinated infonnation 

with the ROK intercept position. 'The four monitoring positi.~s located 
'' 

in the TADC were manned by USAFSS voice intercept operators,, it.we en 

Russian and two on Chinese targets. The ROK voice positions! located 

adjacent to the main Flight "B" intercept site, was manned ~~South 
·Korean civilian personnel. · r I 1 

Moreover, a room was provided within the TADC which wasl ~estricted 
to all personnel except Flight 11B11 personnel during periods i!)~ operations. 

A plexi.glass window was installed to permit Flight 11 811 perso~lel (opera-

. tors) to view th• TADC plotting board. Also, direct phcne #es were 

installed .from the Flight 11B11 operators in the room to. the TMlC plotters 

and a direct line was installed ri-om the Flig)lt "B" superrl,oJ.~ to · 

the Senior Controller on duty in the TADC. The TADC plotter\] were 

provided with the information which could be passed to them ,fa1 "radar 
. . . . .11 

talk" s such as positionJ direction, altitudej etc. The Sen.:.ll Contr<>ller 

178 
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the necessary VHF intercept equipment for the ground program and 

obtain and equip the necessary airborne platforms.15 

The ground intercept at 54C of enenv VHF transmissions was 

effective on enemy aircraft signals only. The enemy ground stations 

were just beyond (approJd.mately 400 nautical miles) the range of 

reliable interception. Yet~.·.S~nce the enemy's GCI and EW gro\irid 

stations contained the greatest percentage of immediately useful 

information, it was essential that a capability for intercepti©n of 

these transmissions be developed. After the armistice.11 5th Air. Foree 

provided two C-47 aircraft for VHF intercept. One VHF i ntercep' t 
: I 
I 1 

position was added in.each aircraft* in order to accomplish adequate 

coverage on enemy GCI stations. However, aircraft maint.enanc~l 
shortage of intercept and auxiliary equipment and the problem) bf 

. _ _, 11 
transcrl bing and relaying the intercepted traffic to the necessary 

· 11 
agencies prevented the program .from a.ccomplishing coverage continuity 

on the enemy VHF groun:i stations.** 

ment 

15. 

* 

Meantime.11 a oonsiderable amount of effort was directed tlo develop

of antenna~ with sufficient gain to intercept the enemy kround 
· . . . 11 

Ltr. ~ 15th RSM to Candr,. 6920th SG, Subj: Ground VHF a)~I 
Intercept (AFS-U26), 14 June 1954. s.d. 412. u 

These aircraft were previously employed as 11Hob Neb" or 11iBJ.,uesky 11 

aircraft during the latter part of the Korean conflict a.n!cil already 
had one VHF position installed. 

-Y<* Information furnished by Captain William C. Schwitzgebel. 
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station during a large percentage of the time. This par.t of the 

VHF intercept program was designed to eliminate the necessity ~or 

continuing the 11Bluesky11 project. Nevertheless, this objective 

had not been realized by mid. 1954. 

Post Annistice Weather Effort: During late July 195:3, the pro

bl~ of a unified Theater Special Weather Intelligence e.f;fort was 

again attacked. At that time, DIRNSA informed USAFSS tha.t FWPU (Pac) 

would be placed under the operational control of the 6920:th Group and 

requested recommendations relative to the integration o! the Weather 
. . . , 16 ' . 17 

effort in the Far East. Therefore, USAFSS recommended to NSA that: 

The FWPU (Pac) be integrated with the 692oth Security Group 
operationally as well as organizationally.* ; 

The DIRNSA permit USAFSS to canbine the Air Force auithor.!.zation 
FWPU (Pac) with the 6920th Group, llbich would permit.· deactiva-
tion of the 6905th Security Flight. 1 , 

l ~ 
The mission for production or Special Weather In'teliJ..lgence in 
the Far East be placed on the 6920th Security. Group;.: 

• • i 

By late October, NSA had acknowledged the receipt or; the OOUJ."lter-
18 . I 1 . 

proposal advanced by USAFSS, and a conference was called to study the 
I' . . , . I!, 

revision of the Group Operations orders reflecting the new responsibility. 
. · 11 

16. Ltr.,· NS.A. to Comdr1 US. AFSS, Subj: Respon'sfbility fo~lthe Production 
of Special Weather Intelligence in the Pacific Area~ Serial 000396-S, 

· 20 Jul 1953. s.d. 413. · l 
. . I . . 

:i 7. Ltr., Hq USAFSS to DIRNSA, Subj: Production of Sped l Weather Intel
ligence in the Paci.fie Area, 25 Aug 1953. s.d. 4141 l . . I . . 

18. Ltr., NSA to Comir, USAFSS, Subj: Production of Spe6ial Weather 
Intelligence (SWI) in the Far Ea.st, Serial 000556-Sl 123 Oct 1953. s.d.415. 

. . I . 
* Originally, NSA had proposed to move FU/PAC to the 692~th Group, make 

the Commander, 6920th Group responsible mission-wise, I for the unit, 
but keep FU/PAC in exist.ence as a separate unit, organizationally. 

. I I 
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. . 19 
. The NSA .representatives proposed that: 

The ~ssion of the 6920th .Group be mcxii!ied as .t'olla..rs: 

lo To operate and oontrol all facilities of FWPU (PAC) 
to pro\-ide Special Weather Intelligence in general support. of 
CINCFE and CINCPAC. . 

. 2. · To operate and control all tacili ties ot FWPU (PAC) to 
provide Special Weather Intelligence in general support ot CINCFE 
and CINCPAC. 

3o ·To provide, ~perate and control designated intercept faci
. llties to provide ·Close Special Weather Intelligence support to 

operational air camna.nds in the Far East. 

The Operational Control be modified as follows~ 
I 

. . l; 
lo The Commander, 6920th Security Group will exerci!se rou

tine operational ccntrol of FWPU (PAC) to t'ulfill the prq~essing 
and reporting tasks performed in its mission as defined ~bove~ 

i I 
2. The non-routine operational instructions conc~~g . 

FWPU (PAC) would be .issued by DIRNSA directJ.y to the C~der, 
69.::!lth Security Group. . · · . ~ 

. As fer the tasks and responsibilities,, the NSA personneol roposed 

to modify them as follows: · 

· l. Qperatianal Reports: To sul::mit periodic operat~~nal 
reports on Special Weather Intelligence mati;.ers in accordan·l I ce 
with appropriate NSA circulars (50 series).* 

· · 2. Distribution: Special Weather Intelligence w::>uld he 
disseminated to designated Air Foree and Navy recip!entslin 

.· accordance with :formats and procedures· p ree·cr·ibed by Dm j .INSA. 
I 

.19. R&R, ODC to CCG,. Subj: ·Weekly Progress Report, 26-31 Oc~ 53, 
· 4 Nov 1953. .s.d. 416. . . J · 

* · NSA dirrulars in the $0 Series comprise the NSA Field Opera~ions 
Manual and contain pertinent standing operating procedures I ~st.ab
ll~ed by the Director, NSA to exercise operational ar..d teMmcal 
control of the COMINT i'acili ti es of ttie United States. 
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. 3o . Facilities: When existing i'acili ties under .control 
of the 6920th Group became inadequate to meet short-·term local 
requirements for air or weather intelligence or another mili
tary source in the Far Ea.st, the Chief, NSAFE would make avail
able such NSA controlled i'acili ties as were necessS!?'y- to meet 
the cross-service requirements. · 

The above proposals were based on the concept that NSA would 

. directly control all intercept required tor global weather coverage; 

'Wbe.reas, the Commander, 6920th Security Group would cont:rpl inter

cept for other weather requirements placed on the Group by Air Can-· 
manders. Further, the identity or FWPU (PAC) would be mai..nta.ined 

and the of:f'i~r in immediate charge of the unit would be appointed 

by NSA., Subsequently, NSA published changes to Operation~ Order 

No. 401--the Weather mission for the 692oth Group. This change 
20:; . 

reflected the above NSA concept oi' Weather Operations. , Althrugh 
'· 

the 692oth Group assumed its delegated control or the Far East 

Weather operations* upon completion <:if its move to Shiro~~ Japan, 
. I 

in .May 1954, the delegation of similar cmtrol of FWPU (pm') to the 

1 I 6950th Group was postponed, per1ding the outcome of the C(l)mbined Far 
I I 

Ea.st Weather Operations. : I 
. 'I 

20. NSA Operations Order No. 401, 3 Dec 1953. 

* This type of split control was viewed as nebulous si.n!e the tacti
t!al. weather required by air commanders had been and. Muld a.gain be 
the only weather available to fulf'ill global requir~~nts. Hence, 
it' was conceivable that NSA would or could assume control of the 
·entire weather effort i£ oondi tions were changed. 1 · 

I 

I 
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In relation to the Special Weather inform.a ti. on service to Air 

Commanders, the lessons learned in the Korea.n: conflict* exerted 

influence on another phase of the Weather program. Late in July 1953, 

Air Weather Ser-dee initiated a request to NSA through AFOIN-lA3 which 

was designed to charge. USAFSS with the total elear "W-eather intercept . ' -:. . . .. 

responsiliility. 
21 

AFOIN concurred with the proposal and forwarded a 

draft letter tor NSA to USA.FSS tor coordination. 22 Her:i.ce~ USAFSS recom-

mended to AFOIN on ll September 1953 that the concerned parties 

develop a Special Weat.her Intelligence Emergenc;; Plan instead,, 

to assure m:ximum support for AWS. However, the plan was not1 ! 

** developed by the end of 195.3. · 
. i I · 

,.. Post Armistice Field Production ~ffort. G-9."lerally, the 1f eld 
11 

processing or production e!!'or·t. continued along est.ablis.'led l~es 

a..f'ter the truce became erfset:!.ve. That is.I' the field units er-
1 I . 

tiilued to prepare. various technical (raw data) reports for stbmission 

. . . . 11 
to Zone of Interior processing centers and continued to prepari the 

2le R&R5> ODC to CCG, Subj: Weekly Prog!"~ss Repo:·t~ 27 July r! l Aug 53» 
2 Aug 1953. s.d. 417. 

22. Ltr. 9 AFOIN-lA3 to Candr 1 USAFSS,, Subj: (Conf) Weather 1 · telllgence 
Collection Planning., 23 Jul 1953. s.d. 418. 

* See ChieomWeather Effort, Chapter IV~ this Study. 

ff- In!onnatia;. f'urnished by Captain Ri'.}hard Ma:-.helski» Sta.fiil 
Weather Officer~ DCS/Opera.t.ione~ Headquarters~ USAFSSo 
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established intelligence reports for all consumers. However, the 

field producti<n eftort3 both collection and processing., -was later 

modified as a result of concepts and procedures d~veloped and/or 

implemented inmediately prior to the armistice. The concepts and 

procedUres in question coocerne'd the TECSUM program, the central 

theater processing program and the Zone of Interior procesaiI".g pro-

gram and the modificati en in quest-ion cone erned the implementation 

of the Squadron Analysis-Reporting pr-ogram. fr.iring this period 

~rious reports and procedure.s were streamlined and imp~ved. 

Post Amistice CO.MINT Negotiations: Although the proposed re

·.rision ot Appendix "B" of the BRUSA Agreement was approved in MarC'h 

19533 the essential implementing directh"es for utilizat;on or 

exploit.ation of various typea of low-level canmunica:t:.iol'l::;s intel= 
. ' . 

ligence 9 provided for in the revised Appendix,· were not issued by 
. *. : I 

USCIB, prior to July 19540 This tardiness reeulted 1 ptima.rily, from 
I I 

. ; I 
the inability er the USCIB committee to properly ~teg~nze coMnu·. 

Thereforee the proinulgation of a USAF regulat.icn on exi:if<rl.tat.io;i of , I . 
low-level COMINT was not aceoll'.pllshed. Moreover, the Pr.¢mulga.tion 

of a proposed USAFSS Manual tor tactical p:r.00.~ction and I ~loitation 
. *"' or CQl-ITNT wae not acoonpllshed prior-to September 1954• ! I 

· . · . 11 

* See Off'i.aiel Recognition of TACOMINT, Chapter VI, this Study. . . . I 
** Info:rmat!.on. furnished by Capt.a.in Billy H. Harper a.•d Mr. Glen 

H. Hartma."l., DCSiOperatior:.s, Hq USAFSS. 
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Meantime; USCIB approved the JADF Operations Plan 52-53.im 

August 1954, tdrl.ch concerned the passing of'. certain types of dOMINT 

from the USAFSS units in Japan to the JADF AC&W System. 23 The plan 

authorized direct primary and .backup communications between the USAFSS 

organizations in Japan and the nearest Air Divisioo.s and attendant 

TADC activities. Subsequently, procedures were adopted by whi~h some 

types of information could "be passed to the TADC 1 s as radar p'1ots in 

the clear. Other information wculd .be supplied to the Chief :Controller 

in encoded foni:is. However, the code wQuld be known only to frur in

divi_duals-Division Canma.nderJ Deputy Commander, DCS/Operations and 

DCS/lntelligence, one of which w::>uld be available to the Chie·r:,. 

TADC Controller.* 

USCIB issued a directive in August 19.~4 which authorized1 the 

disclosure of certa.!n COMINT information to unindoctrinated pf.h•son-
- . 1 I 

nel in an emergency. This policy was prom.ulgat.ed as an eJ!Perji.pient 
l t 

for one yearo 24 Finally, a Close Support COMINT Plan was dey~!l.oped 
. . . . ! 

and approved by the Director of Intelligence, USAF and NSA rc.r 
! 

23 • . USCIB 1.3.8/27 JI 16 Aug 1954. 

_ 24. USCIB 4.2/24, 16 Aug 1954. 

* Information furnished by Captain William c. Scllwitzgebel. 
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Close Support of Tactical Air Forces world-wide. 25 However, ofti-

cial USCIB sanction of "Bittersweet" cperaticns wa.e not given. 
' . 

CONCLUSIONS DRAWN 

It is evident that the Korean conflict definit.ely· conditioned, 

and in some inst&'"l.ces, altered traditional US COM!NT doctrines and 

practices. 

Early P.h;y;sical Security Concl·u.sions. The e.:xperi.ence g~ned b;y 

the USAFSS Far East units dul;'ing the time they were supplying a 11Y11 

type service to the 5th Air Force illustrated not only th~ require

ments for new operational techniques and facilities, but also the 

need for modification, and in sane instances the establishment of 

r~ew security /ihysica!J dlrectiveso In discussing this aspect of 

Air COMINT operations in October 1952J> the 6920th Gi;oup wt-ot.e: 
' 

The Detachment Commander should have full re~onsi bi1ity 
and control in regard to physical security Lof the ·• 
TAC9]. The ph7sical security of the area should not. pe 
subject to a:r.::1 interpretation by personnel of other ,Cf>m
mand~» regardless of their station. Also:- evacuatiOfli of 
persor.inel and vital assignments should be at the. disbre-
tion of the Detachment Ccmmander. The TA.COMINT uni ti ban 
never fully depend on other commanders to provide thej evacua
tion racili tieso ffiierefori] adequate trS:.."1.eportation! for 
ground evacuation of such teams should be a.n integra.~1 part 
of the detachment equipment» to insure protection ofl the 
cperations if the local. comnand fails to. provide airi evl acua-
tion when required. I 

11 

Annex H.11 AFSSEWMP, l September 195). I 
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Concerning the security of Air COMINT personnel, the Group main

tained that: 

••. In a fiuid canbat situation there is an ever-present 
risk that indoctrinated. persomel will fall int·o. enemy 
handso We cannot always operate within the safety limita
tions of pertinent directives and still be in a position · 
to accomplish our tactical missiono We must recognize th.e 
risk by modifying the. directives and by developing and 
implementing a policy Which 'Will pennit and provide ans
wers for interrogation.and llmit the level of general 
COMINT. knowledge posses.sed by parsons so eJ<posedo • • • 

!_arly E?Q?iaitation Conclusions. One of the major lessons· learned 

during the first year of the \'Jar concerned e:xploit!l.tion of COMm'T 

support, vizo, the e!fectiveness of COMINT Close Support was in 

direct proportion to. the established COMINT e:xploitation fa:cili:ties 

both physical and personnel-wise. About this latter factor:, t•h:e Air 

COMINT personnel wrote: 

After the arriva.l of a USAFSS Liaison Officer, our produ~t 
was utilized to a great.er extent, but often its valu.e was, ; 
loW'ered. because of the absence of an e:xperienced evaluato~ 
in the unit being e.erved. Unskilled handling of COMINT : 1 
creates an unhealthy situatial and could create a cat.as-, I 
trophe. 'j . , I 

'I o • o Further$ to prevent conpranises caused by ignor:a.nc~.1or 
overeagerness, USAF must form .and diss~ir,ate a fir~ po11lY 
to all Air Force customers, especially TACOMINT customer~~ 

"41.ich \i!!.11. pro~de a~eqll.ate cover and secur.ity ... ~eas\!r;e tJor 
the source of intelligence •••• Methods of utilizat ... on I 
must be thoroughly ur.derst.ood by all parties concerne.d w~ 

1
1 

in advance of the inplementation or future TACOMINT services. 
This is· also tr~e of the AC&W units involved. For, mostl9r 
the diffieu.ltiefl enoountered resulted from inade~uate. co9ri-1?a
tionll a hindrance ~used by se::ru.rl.ty measures,, viz·., ind99tr1-
nated planning vs unindoctrinated implementation. Air F91i'ce 
must realize tl:iat COMINT is useless unless sufficient indoc
trinat.ed personnel are present in various headquarters t~ 
properly employ the COMINT. I 

'HQS USAF SS TSC Na ~ ~: ~0952 5 

l . ' 
•• '~····~ ••• loo • 

TOP. SECRET EtQ.iR ............... !.§.~. o·i. 

Cc;iies 

No Objection To Declassification in Part 2013/11/19: MDR-USAF-MDR-62597-1-2 

''· 



No Objection To Declassification in Part 2013/11/19 : MDR-USAF-MDR-62597-1-2 
DOCID: 3737095 

IOP SECRET EIDER-

Finally, we must have complete honesty in reporting even if 
the COMINT reports have political ·significanceo We, cannot 
distort the facts and at the same ti.me, produce a tru.stworthy 
producto Withholding information is aqually as dangerous and 
carmot be condoned in an organization which has our m:i.ssion. 
This attitude 'Will most certainly cause some official repri
mands and some ill=feeling. However, it will prevent Washington 
from being caught unaware if the enemy decides to take political 
exceptiono 

Ea::-ly Intelligence Requirements Conclusions. Another c1itstanding 

lee"-l!'On taught by experience during the early months Of the Conflict, 

from the Air COMINT support standpoint~ wa.s that firm :intelligence 

requirements ar-e essential to efficient Close Support COMINT Opera

tions. In renewing the Air COMINT Support during 1950 and early 

1951, the 692oth Group wrote: 

Had we had [firm written intelligence requirement!? on record, 
we would have had a leve!' with which to move USAF, GfiQ and our o-wn 
Headquarters. A unit must have a mission before it •can start 
demanding personnel, real estate and equipment. We ;went to 
Korea to serve a fighting Air Force with nothing but r.-ord of 
mouth CC!linrl..4:.lll-'nts arid requirements. A written reg,ue1s;t wot:.ld 
have tilted the scales in Cllr favor. • • f:Furt-hey o 

1• i • it is , 
ur1healthy to operat.e -without a written record of thel 'consumers' 
~e~. . 

I . 

In relation to conclusions dra"Wn about both e.xploitalt':i.on and 
. 11 

requiremente, as early as July 195ls the 1st RSM maintainieltl that 

Uninformed requests and/or demands by our customers jW;ho did 
not know what constituted finished CCMINT and raw COM[NI' 
data have cost us countless manhours and dollars •• j.I • 
When they understand fully what we could and could n;o.t do, , 
1 t made for a better p reduct and happier rela t.icns. 1 

1 · · 

§.a.rly Conclusions Concer~ing TACOMINI' Support. The 6~20th Group also 

had the following to say about the support of a tactical Jir commander: 

lOP SECRfT . EIBEft 
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•••. When .a major commander in an operational theat~r begins 
to seek a service of any kind Wiich fa even remotely withb 
our capabilities» we should make an illllllediate effort. to ewloit 
cur capabilities in that direction. A tactical commander at 
war has, or can d:ltain, the authority to e:xploi t the capabi
lities of a support organization. So, we should make evecy 
effort to provide the rupport, with IJ!.aximum security tor the 
service desired. · ' · 

In late 1952, the early warning respmsibilit.y of the Air GOMINI' 

units was stated in the fol~owing manner by the Group:* 

••• of primary importance is the need to provide capabiU.
ties in being for dealing 'With Soviet satellites. Agreed that 
the .big picture is Russia, but to confine our efforts to 
Russ.~m · ca~es would., • • ,Zllmit our early warning capabili~ 
tiey ••.• and might provide for surprise attacks from Soviet 
satellites. • • In light ot this ffiie Koreai/ el:perience, ~ 
sound yardstiok tor :f."uture USAFSS eapabiliths could be. tne 
number of USAFSSpersonnel Yho speak the satellite languages. 
If they are few, then we have missed leami."1g a major lesson 
recently taught ••• I! we wai. t until the satellites are 
committed before we develop a service similar to our suppor.t 
of the 5th Air Force., a.ga:ir. we may be committed to use of. , 
indigenous personnel. As long a.s indigenous personnel are 
employed in the production cf any form of intelligence, tlie 
compromise factor will be ever-pr!'sent •• 

' ' 

·~ 

.--,o' r-

0-11tstanding Conclusions Drawn. Aside from consistently il1ustra

ting the need for mcdl.£1cation of Air COMINT operational concepts'. rela

tive to weather intelligence service and .flexibility of COMINT ~~erations, 

the Korean action also crystallized and validated. an effeeti~e ~a~tical 
COMINI' e:xploitation doctrinj!j. The processes ooga:-1 ih late May ~9;51 

I 1 

' 

* The quotaticns cited were extracted !ran \'arious oboOrvatioJ 
by the 692oth Sec'lil'ity Group during the latter part of 1952. 
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and continued through·April 1953. This new Tactical COMINT dcctrine 

was· expressed as a type ot COMINT derived from enem;y radio transmissions 

which is spe ci~cally- applicable .to a tactical situation. That is$. it 

is a type c.f intelligence in.'lerent in enemy can.bat operations which can 

be tactically exploited and has little or no value otherwise. 
26 

\ 

As for the ccyst.allization and practical applieation of this 

tactical doctrine, _it consisted primarily- or three preiimina.ry. 

L. 86-36 
EO 3.Jb(3) 

I .«' 

. phases and one oonelustve te~t. In the early stages of t~~vKorean 

conflictj results of the ROK effort1 e.g. ii decrypts of/flight 
~ .. ~ 

servi.ce tra.td.e (C/W) passed by the NKAF, -were exPedit1ou.$l.y 

passed to Air Force units. The secona phase ~as accomplished . 
//' ·" 

by Team I of Det:.achment 13, which c9lloca";.ed with the TAD}:) at 

· K:impo and e;.;plc•U.ed the Russia,n·Gc:r (C/W) traffic. The th!.rd 

phase was accompllsh~d by·a unit ot Detachment C. Ti'lis uhl.t 
...... .. .. · ·11 

eJ!.PlC·~.ted the Commµnist System of tracking canmunist a.irc;raft 
· · . ·... 11 

[ . 7sx3 d_tp{µs S®e Russian and _Chicom GCI traffic" arr passed 

· I I 
it as radar type :information over an FM circuit to the TADPo The 

. 11 . 
final or. test phase was entered when the Communi. sts quit pissing.· 

track.s on their own aircrafto Hence.)) the tactical COMINI' p.nit 

26. 

I 
. · II 

Memo for the Commander, 6920th. SG, .trom l5th RSM, S~~j: 
'l'ACOMINI' Operations in Support of Fifth Air Force in Korea"' 
12 Feb 1954. Sodo 409. 

··-·----------·--·-------""""""-'"----
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had to c<>ncentrate prim.8.rily onGCI traffic.* About this final 

phase, the 15th RSM wrote: 27 

359 

The hi~hest peak in usability of the information was gained 
by the solution applied /jo the prob:f.ey. Intercept pe:r.son
nel were moved into the TADC to pass information direetJ.~ to 
the controller. Information which ccuil.d be converted · 
[d.isf}lisei/ into radar plots was passed directly to the 
plotting board !or handling as radar in.formation.· Other 
information which could not be disguised was passed directly 
to the.Controller, SQ that he could view the material and 
more e.ffectivel:y control his aircraft. The sources of this 

·operation furni.shed one of the outstanding conclusions~ :rela
tive to both ~ommunications intelligence and tactical a:i;r 
ope-rations, resulti.ng fr-om the Korean aonf:lict. · This ~s . 

. that '1it·is essential to collocate [;. TACOMINT Uniy with 
the TADC to pro\1.de immediate information at the point of 
greatest usabill. ty." · 

Influence Exerted p.z E:xperlence Gai neq. The tactical COM.INT Ser-

( vice supplied during the Kprea:n coP.flict was. officially adcnowledged 

in many ways prior to the cessation of organized hos till tie~. Al.so, 

many of the principles rediscovered arx!./cr established by the tactical 

Air COMINT units impregr>.ated the operational philosc·phy cf 'tlhe Air 

. t) l . l Force COMINT Service., However~ canplete, official rewgni '...iln of t1ose 

concepts crystallized a::-1d techniques employed in furnishing !the taotical 

Air CCMNT Service was less readily accorded. Prohabl:, t~i r .. t 
reflections of the <='.oncerted effort to fir--mly establish)> as P,rinciple<s.r 

- < - ..I + d . . 
the lesscr~s twice learned within a d(!oade are the po.:..i.c!.es ila: ... e in 

* !nformatior~ furn. ished by Majer George !. 1-fa.ecn11 DCS/Operaltlior.s_, 
and.Major Robert OQ Brocks~ AFSGC, Hq USAFSS. 

- ! 
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the USAFSS Mar~ual (proposed) for "Tactical Production and EJ<ploi ta ti.on 

cf c5)MINT Close Support," For instance, unier the Section on 

11Prindples of OrgarJ.zat.ion, 11 the f'le:xibility of response was 

established as follows: 

~ •• ,, COMINI' Close Support organizations must be adopted .to 
meet the customers organization and requirements. 

Field Control: Provide maxi.mum.. exploitation of t.h~· flexible 
character of _COMINT Close Support. This can be achieved only 
when the organization and comm.and strUt.:ture exists Which per
ndts the immediate appli~at.ion of intere.ept and analysis re
Bources to the most profitable of the many tasks at hand ••• 

Fle:xibility: Maxi.mum. flextbllit,- in the organi"zation and cai
trcl of COMINT field units is neceasary to meet frl!!<iluent 
changes in the general military- situation, in enemy· communica.
tiais, or in COMINT techniques:> all require corre!Ponding 
changes in the COMINT Close Support ope:ratiai and ~rganiza:-
ti on .. · Such changes are made by rapid relocation of fadll.
ti~s arid shirts or emphasis by- the COM!NT Close Support pro
ducing units., 

'' i 

In relatit<r ... to establishment of COMINT Close Support. requirements 

the proposed manual stipulated Ulat: J j 

...... the Theat~r Air Commander establishes the re~}nre
inen\,s ~er COMINT Close Support to planned cperatiors and 
obtains necessary authority tor the e"Ploitation·oti COMINT 
Close Support. I l 

In turn, USAFSS would determine the wlume and t;ype of ~}'ailable COMINT 

! I . 
which ·:;ould be das. sifie. d as. COMilJT Close Support a."ld tf10I tically . . . I . . 
exploited to fulfill those requirements. Also, USAFSS rould determine 

- . . . I 
the size &"ld .:llomposi t.ian or the Air COMINT unit requiref:l for the 

I 

service, as well as the prodl.4cticn :techniques to be emplloyed. 
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Moreover, 'the methods· or ccncepts of tactical COONT Seryice 

were clearzy rec.ognized in the manual. The section on "Concepts 

and Methods or Operation," states that: 

The most importa.."l.t !actor goverrJ.ng the employment of 
COMINT Close Support is that the information of • • •. 
,LI'mmediaty tactical importance must reach the proper 
persons in time for them to take required action.; In air: 
operations, the persons l'iho have authorit~ to a.ct on such 
information are the interaept. direct.ors LController,y of' 
the Air Operations Sy-:5tem. • • ~ COMiln' Close Support; is · 
fed into the Air Operations S,-stem at the Control and 
Reporting Centers Greviously designated as TACQ/, which 
normally e?Ceroise direct tac;tica.l control of aircraft in 
its a.rea •••• Whe:r:i the' USAFSS intercept Analyst Officer$ 
in the Close Support Analysis an9. Plotting Van §reviou.s:J.y 
designated as TACOMINT filter Cmtei7 recei vel3 information 
that s.'1ould be acted upon immediately, he will inform a · · 
plotter behind the plotting board in the Control and I I 
Reporting ·Center of this inf'ormatJ.on in radar plot ter_. ; ; 
minology. This individual will then enter that. informa-1·; 
tion received en the plotting board so that the Air Inter! 
cept Director may take action which.he deems necessary. ri. 
COM!NT Close Support Which is not adaptable to ra'dar typ~i 
reporting and plotting will be passed directly to the :intpr·
cept. director verbally by the USAFSS representatives i."1 ~he 
Control Reporting Center ~an. I I 

. . . 11 
The above concept or Air COMINT emplcymer;.t and operation! was 

· . . 11 · 

Employment": I 
further rec~grdzed in the proposed Marlual» .under 11Prinoiplei! lo:f 

•••• A tactical situation involving ai:rore..ft in !ligh; .. I 
changes rapidlyll and information whieh may be of c:rl.tica:p.l 
value at the prope:r time can be valueless in a matter oi'j ' 
minutes. . This f'aot makes speed essential in the productf1on 
or s-.:,ch information and requiref' that dissemination be malie 

. directly to the personnel who have the authority ar.d resH · 
· poneibility for acting on the information. The r-equirem~nt 
fer speed makes it ne oessary .to~ ! l 

I 
(1) .Pro":i'"ide by Analysis.11 CCMINT Close S·i.:.ppo:rt at the 

point of Inter:::epto ! , 

1.86 
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(2) Locate th~ produ.cir..g COMINT Close Su~port Unit 
at the point where the informa.tior. is used 
tactically, or 

(3) Provide direct, reliable~ rapid and secure c.om
munications between the COMINT Close Support unit 
and the persons who take action on tbe information. 

Hqwever~ in relation to 'the security req11irements for .e:xploita-

ticn o:f ·this· COMINT Close Support Service,. the manual was more con-

serrat.i ve in i te official stand than some of the f~eld views expressed 

late in 1952. The manual states that: 

• • • The enenzy- normally has the ea.pa.pi lity ot rendering his 
eomnn.micat:!.ons more secure against :intercept and/or analysis·. 
He can be expected to do so ·whenever he becomes ~:ware of su:::
cess:t'Ul COMINT Close Support exploitation of hi~: communica
tions. For this reason, every reasonable effort must be ma.ae 
to ccnceal. from the enemy the degree of success· ~chieved in 
our intercept and analysiso Her,ce, the .followinf princ.iples 
apply: : I . . 

(l) Ir.owledge of COMINT Close Support. Op~rations and the 
success mu.st be strict.ly limited to t~ose indi Viduals 
who need to know in order to per.form! their duties. . . . ii 

(2) · COMINT Close Support disseminated outSide secure 
COMINT char.nels lltllst not indicate th~ 11 CO MINT Close 
Support source of the information an?- .where practi
oal3 should be passed in such form that it may 
plausibly be attributed to other soufbes. 

(3) COMINT Close Support to be acted upoil should when 
possible, be confirmed through otherl~ntelligence 
sour~es and the action should be attrib'~ted to 
information from those. other sourcesl I 

Summar;t. To realize the radical changes in methlas of supplying 

COMINT. tor tactical air operations; Vii eh occurred dJ.lng the Korean 

aontlict, one has only to contrast the initial en tranh. ell of USAFSS into 
. . I . 

th• Keroa.• a eti on* with the .. rvi e• of Fllgh t "8", ltr RSM to. the 

I I 

* Sea Project Willy:., Chapter II, this Studyo 
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5th .Air Force at the errl of organized hostilities,, HOftev.~r,, if the 

lst RSM had possessed the physical facilities and qualified personnel. 

necessary t.o furnish canplete COMINI' Support to the tactical air 
' . . 

units in 19.503 the prevailing philosophy- or doctrine of COMTiNT Sup-

port to combat units would have severely restricted that serti.ceo 

Thus, the s~ggle to develop a tactical air COMINT capability and 

the operational and poliey problems experienced in establishing 

that capability could ,,ell have revealed the outstanding lesson 

of the Korean conn.let., At ·the least, the three years of e~er:t:.ences 

resulted in the rediscovery am. crystallisation .of principles developed 

and employed by signal in~lligence agencies of W~rld War I~~ At the , I . . 
most9 these ~xpertences disturbed the static patte:rn of a!'Clll!lic 

philosophy surrounding the science or communications intelU~nce 11 

thereby establishing a healthy precedence for future Obse~ce. 
; l 

i87 

i. 
I 
I 
I . 
I I 
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AFOIN 
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AFSSCto 

" AFS.SLOO 

A/G 

AM 

AMC 

AMP 

AN/ANQ-1 

AN/ARC-3.3 · 

AN/GRC-26 

GLOSSARY --------

Air Intelligence Officer 

·Alaskan Air Colll!land 

Airways and Air Communications Service 

Collective Weather Broadcasts (Pacific) 

AiTCratt Control and Warning Squadron 

Air Defense Comnand 

Air Force Base 

Air Force Office of fotelligence . 
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Air Force 0.f'fice of L1telligence to Colleo~on 

Armed Forces Security Agency 

Air Force Special Communications Center, : 

Air Force Seeuri ty Group 

Air Force Security service Control Ua~rn Officer 

Air Force Seeu:ri ty Service Lids on Offiic,er 

Air- to-Grc:.und · ! . 

Amplitude Modulated 

Air Materiel Colllllland 

Weather Circuit Callsign 

Wir-e Recorder9 Airborne 

Airborne Rsdio Set 
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AWW 
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BGA 

Bi ttennreet 
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BWCOJl 

BRUS A 

C-47 

C:/A 

Radio .Direction Finding Set 

·Very High Frequency Radio Direction Finding Set 

Very High Frequency Radio Direction Finding Set 

Air Order of Battle 

Air Proving Ground 

Cryptosystem 

Army Security Agency 

Army Security Agency11 Pacific 

Air Technical Intelligence Swmna.ty , 

Air Weather Service 

Air Wea.ther Wing · 

' 

Very High Frequency Radio Rece:i.Yer 
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Control Station Designator for: Collective Wea¢g,.?-
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3
I 

Bro ad casts 

Far East CD.MINI' Ferret Warning. System 

6920th Airborne Intercept Proje¢t 
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ii 
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CG Commanding General 

Channel 36 World-Wide Weather Dissemination System (UoS.) 

CHI COM Chin6se CO!lllllunist 

CIOP Communications Intelligence Operating Procedures 
' . 

CIA Central Intelligence· Agency 

CINCFE Commander-in-Chief~ Far East 

CINCPAC :FLT Commander-in-Chief', Paoitic nee-t 

CO Commanding Officer . 

COKNAVFE 

COM INT 

CONAC 

. c/s 

cw 

DAF 

DJ.SITS 

Canmander P Navy si Far East 

Communieatiolll3 Intelligence 

Continental Air Cotllll8.nd 

Chief of S ta:t':t' 

Continuous Wave 

Department of the Air Force 

Daily Situation Sumnaries 
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BW 
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~ 

Fc.86 

FM 
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G/A 

GCHQ 
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JJaily Coverage Repcrt 

Radio Fingerprint Set 

Direction Finding 

Director of Intell~gence 

Director9 Armed· Forces Security !Agency 

Director D Na tiona 1 Security Agency 

Electronic Counter Measures 

Electronic Intelligence 

8th Uo So Army, Korea 

~.rly warning 

Far East Air Force 

: I 

I I 
11 

· Far E'as t Air Ml teriel Conmand ; ! 
: I 

I 
11 

Far Ea.st Command 

Jet Fighter Plane (USAF) 

Frequency Modulation 

Field Weather Processing Unit 9 Pacific 
·1 

Field Weather Processing Unit , I 
Field Weather Processing Uni t 9 racifie 

. I . 
Field Weather Processing Unit9 iAtlantic 

1 I Assistant Chief of Staff, Intelligence 
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Government Communications 

Ground Control Intercept 
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North Korean Air Force 
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