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United States Department of Agriculture

November 5, 2015

Delivered via Electronic Mail

Re:  Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request 2015-OSEC-05803-F
Final Response

This is the final response to your September 21, 2015 Freedom of Information
Act (FOIA) request to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) FOIA
Service Center (FSC). You requested a digital/electronic copy of the records
released in response to requests from Associated Press (and other news media)
regarding the Shirley Sherrod situation.

Your request has been processed under the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552.

A search for responsive records was conducted in USDA’s FSC. The search
produced a total of two thousand eight hundred and sixty-four (2,864) pages.
After review, the FSC determined that one thousand three hundred and fifty-five
(1,355) pages are being released in their entirety. Fifty-eight (58) pages have
been withheld in full; and portions of one thousand four hundred and fifty-one
(1,451) pages have been withheld pursuant to FOIA Exemptions (b)(2), (b)(5)
and (b)(6) as described below.

Internal Personnel Rules and Practices of an Agency
Exemptions 5 U.S.C. §552(b)(2)

Exemption (b)(2) of the FOIA exempts from mandatory disclosure records that
are "related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency." In
Milner v. Dep 't of the Navy, the Supreme Court emphasized, the "key word" in
the exemption and the one word which "most clearly marks the provision's
boundaries- is personnel." Milner v. Dep 't of the Navy, 131 S. Ct. 1259 (2011).
The Supreme Court went on to state that one example of personnel rules and
practices are activities involving "employee relations or human resources," which
"concern the conditions of employment in federal agencies -- such matters as
hiring and firing, work rules and discipline, compensation and benefits." Milner,
131 S. Ct. at 1265. In this instance, Ms. Shirley Sherrod's USDA vet results
report was withheld under exemption (b )(2) since it pertains solely to employee
relations and is a product of an internal human resources' search.
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Inter-Agency or Intra-Agency Communication
Exemption S U.S.C. §552(b)(5)

FOIA Exemption (b)(5) protects from disclosure those inter- or intra-agency documents
that are normally privileged in the civil discovery context. The three most frequently
invoked privileges are the deliberative process privilege, the attorney work-product
privilege, and the attorney-client privilege. After carefully reviewing the responsive
documents, the FC has determined that portions of the responsive documents qualify for
protection under the following privileges:

The Deliberative Process Privilege protects the integrity of the deliberative or decision-
making processes within the agency by exempting from mandatory disclosure opinions,
conclusions, and recommendations included within inter-agency or intra-agency
memoranda or letters. The release of this internal information would discourage the
expression of candid opinions and inhibit the free and frank exchange of information
among agency personnel.

The deliberative process also protects pre-decisional materials. Pre-decisional materials
are those prepared to assist an agency in arriving at a decision, and may include
recommendations, draft documents, proposals, suggestions and other subjective
documents which may reflect the personal opinions of the writer rather than the policy of
the agency. The records withheld under this privilege include email communications and
internal documents involving the resignation of Ms. Shirley Sherrod that detail both
agency officials' reaction and immediate response to the situation, as well as officials’
ongoing efforts to address and resolve the matter.

The Attorney-Client Privilege protects "confidential communication between an attorney
and his/her client relating to a legal matter for which the client has sought professional
advice." Mead Data Cent., Inc. v. US. Dep't of the Air Force, 566 F.2d 242,252 (D.C. Cir.
1977). Although this privilege fundamentally applies to facts divulged by a client to
his/her attorney, this privilege also encompasses any opinion given by an attorney to
his/her client based upon those facts, as well as communications between attorneys that
reflect client supplied information. The records withheld under this privilege include
email communications and records disclosed by agency officials to OGC, and other email
communication that contain client-supplied information.

Personal Privacy Interests
Exemption 5 U.S.C. §552(b)(6)

FOIA Exemption (b)(6) permits the government to withhold information regarding
individuals when the disclosure of such information "would constitute a clearly
unwarranted invasion of personal privacy" and where such privacy interests outweigh any

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
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public interest which would be advanced by the disclosure of their contact information.
To make this determination, we are required to perform a balancing test.

In a balancing test, the agency weighs the individual's right to privacy against the public's
right to disclosure. In this instance, we have determined that the disclosure of agency
officials' personal email accounts, certain government email addresses, personal
telephone numbers, cellular telephone numbers would shed no light on the performance
of the agency's statutory obligations or operations and therefore the interest to be served
by disclosure does not outweigh the privacy interest of the individuals in question.
Therefore, this information has been redacted in numerous documents. We have also
redacted discussions involving an employee's family health matter, as well as Ms.
Sherrod's personally identifiable information and vet report results as they do not serve
any public interest.

You have the right to appeal this determination. Should you wish to do so, you must
send your appeal, within 45 days from the date of this letter, to: Assistant Secretary for
Administration, USDA, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Whitten Building 209-A,
Washington, D.C. 20250-0103. Your envelope and letter should be marked “FOIA
Appeal.” Copies of the FOIA and USDA regulations are available at
www.dm.usda.gov/foia.

Provisions of the FOIA allow us to recover part of the cost of complying with your
request. In this instance, because the cost is below the $25 minimum, there is no charge.'

If you have any questions regarding the processing of this request, please contact
Department FOIA Team Lead, Marqui Barnes at (202) 694-1802 or electronically at
marqui.barnes@ocio.usda.gov or USDAFOIA@ocio.usda.gov. Please reference FOIA
case number 2015-OSEC-05803-F.

The FSC Team appreciates the opportunity to assist you in this matter.
Sincerely,

YU O~

iy A ()

Marqu&ﬁ. Barnes
Department FOIA Team Lead

FOIA Service Center

Enclosure(s): CD — Responsive records (2,864 pgs.)

'7CcFR§1.18.

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer



TJV

From: Tonsager, Dallas
Sent: Monday, July 19, 2010 5:31 PM
To: TV

Mr. Secretary
I had tried you earlier today on a different email address which failed.

.I am shocked by the comments made by State Director Shirley Sherrod and posted on the
internet. She was immediately suspended and my understanding is she has resigned.

Dallas
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TJV

From: Ross, Karen -ChiefOfStaff

Sent: haas S oD 4:51 PM

To: Exemption (b)(6)

Cc: etf, Carole; Harden, Krysta; Mather, Chris

Subject: Fw: Shirley Sherrod

Mr Secretary _

Not sure you received the original from Dallas regarding the story being carried today.
Karen Ross '

Chief of Staff

Office of the Secretary

BF  Exemption  (b)(6)

Cc: Ross, Karen -ChiefOtStaff; Jett, Carole; Washo, Kevin
Sent: Mon Jul 19 16:04:06 2010

Subject: Shirley Sherrod

Dear Mr. Secretary
We have just seen the video of Georgia State Director Shirley Sherrod and are deeply disturbed. Cheryt has
put her on administrative leave pending a full investigation. Of course, the video suggests that this is about a

farm loan, and those programs were transferred to the Farm Service Agency in 1995,

Shirley explained to Cheryl that this piece of tape shows only one small part of a longer story she told of her
personal transformation beyond race, and is about a'farmer who came to see her in 1986 when she was
working as a farm advocate. The rest of the story apparently explains how she came to assist this farmer and
many other white farmers during this time period. She said there is a copy of the entire speech, and Cheryl
asked her to provide it as quickly as possible.

Dallas and Cheryl

Dallas Tonsager|Under Secretary

Rural Development

U.S. Department of Agriculture

1400 Independence Ave., S.W. | Washington, D.C. 20250

Phone: 202.720.4581 | Fax: 202.720.2080

www.rurdev.usda.gov
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From: TV A

Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 7:22 AM

To: Ross, Karen -ChiefOfStaff: Jett, Carole; Mather, Chris
Subject: Today

I would like an email to every employee at USDA that reaffirms our commitment to a USDA that
has no tolerance for discrimination in any form by anyone. I also want to remind every
employee that as a USDA employee they have a unique and important individual responsibility
to represent USDA well in all their official actions, statements, and public presentations
and that all of us are held to a high standard. You may have to explain in the email what
happened yesterday in general terms to provide a context for this email. If doing an email is
cumbersome I suggest at a minimum a prominent web posting.

TV

i5
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From: TIV
Sent: Monday, July 19, 2010 5:37 PM
To: Tonsager, Dallas

Subject: Re:

Dallas - she has offered her resignation which is appropriate. Exemption (b)(5)

Exemption (b)(5)

----- Original Message -----

From: Tonsager, Dallas

To: TIV

Sent: Mon Jul 19 17:30:47 2018

Subject:

Mr. Secretary

I had tried you earlier today on a different email address which failed.

I am shocked by the comments made by State Director Shirley Sherrod and posted on the
internet. She was immediately suspended and my understanding is she has resigned.

Dallas

10
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From: Kamerri

Sent:

To: Exemption (b)(6)
Subject: Ust Cafed

Apparently I missed a change in your number - probably happened long ago since I call so
- rarely. : -

I wanted you to know that Chad is heading into the office now to access the email Shirley
copied to our public email accounts Thursday night and send it to Malcolm, Carcle, and Kevin.
I was made aware of the email late afternoon today, but my focus at the time was the safety
of Cheryl Cook, since she is in this very publically and has no security. On that note, she
is home safely now, the state police are aware of the controversy and have driven by her home
a few times, I have given her my parking space on the apron, and our security officers know
1o keep a watchful eye.

Call me if there is anything I can do. Embarassed to admit, I sleep with my backberry so I
am always reachable.
Kathleen A. Merrigan Deputy Secretary USDA



TJV

From: Jett, Carole
Sent:
To:

_ Subject:

010 9:51 PM
Harden, Krysta
hetrod's Comments at the NAACP 20th Annuat Freedom Fund Banquet

Carole Jett

Deputy Chief of Staff
USDA

202-409-7911

From: Maisel, Chad

To: Eve, Malcolm; Jett, Carole; Washo, Kevin

Sent: Tue Jul 20 21:40:38 2010 )

Subject: FW: Regarding Ms. Sherrod's Comments at the NAACP 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet
Email train from 7/15 with DS’ public account QEEE=ONeRY S| ) cced

Exemption

hursday, July 15, 2010 7:07 PM

Exemption  (b)(6)

My words were taken out of context. | told about something that happened in 1986 when | was faced with having to help a
white farmer save his farm. When so many black farmers were losing their. My point was that | initially did not do all that |
could but in the process realized it was not about black versus white but about poor people or those who have versus
those who do not.

If they will use all that | said you see that | talked about what | did to save that white farmers farm and from there went to
help hundreds of other white farmers

| use the story to try to get people to move beyond race and work together
| feel deeply hurt that someone would take my words out of context and try to make them mean something else
My record of work for others for 45 years will show my love for people and for fairness

Shirley Sherrod

Sent using BlackBerry

From: George Ko  Exemption (b)(6)

Exemption  (b)(6) : i : Exemption (b)(6)
Exemption b)(6)

Thomas,

Sent: Thu Jul 15 15 33:41 2010
Subject: Regarding Ms. Sherrod's Comments at the NAACP 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet

Dear Ms. Sherrod:



1 re?:ently came across a video of your speech at the NAACP 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet in Douglas
Coffee County, GA:A http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=62hPa37v2J4

In the video, you stated that you did not help a white farmer with the "full force of what [you] could do" when
he sought your help. From the context of your speech, you seem to imply that the "amount" of help you
provided was due to the color of his skin (white) and because of your sympathy and preference for black .
farmers.A

Are your comments and the context of the comments in your speech correct? As Georgia’s USDA Rural
DevelopmentA State Director, do you believe your comments were appropriate?A

Thank you,

George Ko

George Ko
Exemption (p)(6)
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From: The Office of the Secretary

Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 1:14 PM

To: : ALL-USDA-2K

Subject: Message from Secretary Vilsack

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20250
Dear employee:

Some of you may have seen the news stories about USDA today. | want to reiterate my
commitment and that of the leadership at USDA to civil rights. We all must work to ensure that
we are treating our customers and employees equally and fairly and we all should have zero
tolerance for discrimination.

1 also want to remind all of you that you have a unique and important individual responsibility to
represent this sentiment in your official actions, statements, and public presentations. We are
lucky to have the opportunity to work for the American people and we owe it to them to instill
confidence in our leadership. Our words and actions matter.

We have been working hard through the past 18 months to reverse the checkered civil rights
history at the department and | thank you for your service and efforts to achieve this goal,

Secretary Vilsack

18
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From: Mather, Chris

Sent: Manda 9 2010 10:50 PM
To: Exemption (b)(6)
Cc: Ross, Karen -ChietOrStaff; Jett, Carole

Subject: Pending Press Stories

We sent our statement re Sherrod to FOX and CNN tonight per their request. FOX included it in

story. Wonkette has posted something and AP TV put together piece but so far, pick up mimimal
after FOX.

We sent state by state releases on migratory effort this afternoon. So far, no questions.
Chris Mather
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From: Jett, Carole

Sent: esda 0 2010 8§:08 AM

To: ISCul () ( M Ross, Karen -ChiefOfStaff
Subject: Re: Jackson Lewls

Will do. Meeting with Pearlie at 8:30.
Carole Jett
Deputy Chief of Staff

AN
Exemption b6

----- Original Message -----

From: T1V

To: Ross, Karen -ChiefOfStaff; Jett, Carole
Sent: Tue Jul 20 ©07:31:52 2010

Subject: Jackson Lewis

We need to make sure that-the report forthcoming from Jackson Lewis make sure recommendations
are inclusive in addressing all discriminatory actions of all kinds and all aspects.

TV
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Will work with Mather on it this am.
Carole Jett ’
Deputy Chief of Staff

DA
Exemption b6 (b)(6)

————— Original Message -~---

From: TV

To: Ross, Karen -ChiefOfStaff; lJett, Carole; Mather, Chris
Sent: Tue Jul 20 07:21:30 2019 ‘

Subject: Today

I would like an email to every employee at USDA that reaffirms our commitment to a USDA that
has no tolerance for discrimination in any form by anyone. I also want to remind every
employee that as a USDA employee they have a unique and important individual responsibility
to represent USDA well in all their official actions, statements, and public presentations
and that all of us are held to a high standard. You may have to explain in the email what
happened yesterday in general terms to provide a context for this email. If doing an email is
cumbersome I suggest at a minimum a prominent web posting.

TV

26
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From: Jett, Carole
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Importance: High

Carole Jett
Deputy Chief of Staff
' A

Exemption (b)(6)

From: Mather, Chris .

To: Berge, John; Harden, Krysta; Washo, Kevm, Jett, Carole; Ross, Karen -ChiefOfStaff
Sent: Tue Jul 20 08:08:20 2010

Sub]ect Fw: FULL TRANSCRIPT: SHIRLEY SHERROD

CNN American Morning talked to Sherrod. Transcript below.
Chris Mather

From: Chan, Stephanie

To: Mather, Chris; Delong, Justin; Weaver, Caleb
Sent: Tue Jul 20 07:46:21 2010

Subject: Fw: FULL TRANSCRIPT: SHIRLEY SHERROD

Rest of the transcript.

I'm trying to see if | can find the clip online. Esp interested in hearing the full response from this response-

Shirley Sherrod: IF | TRIED TO FIGHT IT AND DIDN'T HAVE ANY SUPPORT FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE, WHAT -- WHAT.

Stephanie Chan

Press Assistant, Office of Communications

S_Department of Adriculture
Exs (b)(2), (b)(6)

From: Kaplan, Karrah

To: Chan, Stephanie

-Sent: Tue Jul 20 07:37:13 2010

Subject: FW: FULL TRANSCRIPT: SHIRLEY SHERROD

updated

From: McCandless, Brittany
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 7:37 AM

23
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To: Kraft, James; Dalberto, Emily; Manning, Regina; Kaplan, Karrah
Subject: FULL TRANSCRIPT: SHIRLEY SHERROD

MISSING PART BELOW IN RED:

American Morning transcript

Kiran Chetry and John Roberts interview Shirley Sherrod, a black Agriculture Department employee, who resigned
Monday after conservative media outlets aired a video of her telling an audience she had not given a white farmer "the full
force of what | could do" to help him save the family farm. She says the charges of racism are wrong

MISSING PART BELOW IN RED:

Kiran Chetry: THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE ACCEPTS THE RESIGNATION OF AN EMPLOYEE
AFTER A VIDEO SURFACED SHOWING HER TELLING AN AUDIENCE THAT SHE WITHHELD ASSISTANCE TO A
WHITE FARMER BECAUSE OF HIS RACE. LET'S LISTEN TO WHAT SHE TOLD THE NAACP. DOES THAT VIDEO
TELL THE WHOLE STORY? JOINING US NOW ON THE PHONE FROM ALBANY, GEORGIA, SHERRI SHERROD
HERSELF. THANKS FOR BEING WITH US THIS MORNING, SHIRLEY.

Shirley Sherrod: THANK YOU.

Kiran Chetry: YOU SAY THIS WAS PART OF THE STORY AND THAT IT WAS PART THAT WAS SPLICED ENOUGH
TO SHOW YOU {N A BAD LIGHT, THAT THIS ISN'T THE WHOLE STORY. WILL YOU FINISH FOR US HOW THIS
ENED?

Shirley Sherrod: OKAY. | WAS SPEAKING TO THAT GROUP LIKE ['VE DONE MANY GROUPS AND | TELL THEM
ABOUT A TIME WHEN | THOUGHT THE ISSUE WAS RACE AND RACE ONLY. AND | TELL THEM THE STORY OF
HOW | WORKED WITH A WHITE FARMER BACK IN 1986. 1| WAS NOT WORKING FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE. | WAS WORKING WITH AND NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION ASSISTING FARMERS THROUGHOUT
SOUTH GEORGIA AND THE SOUTHEAST. AND THIS FARMER CAME TO ME FOR HELP. | WAS TELLING THE
STORY ABOUT HOW WORKING WITH HIM HELPED ME TO SEE THAT THE ISSUE IS NOT ABOCUT RACE, IT'S
ABOUT THOSE WHO HAVE VERSUS THOSE WHO DO NOT HAVE. AND | TELL HOW | TOOK HIM TO A LAWYER
WHO | THOUGHT WOULD HELP HIM. IN THE END, THAT LAWYER DIDN'T. IN THE END, | HAD TO FRANTICLY
LOOK FOR A LAWYER BECAUSE WHEN USDA LIFTED -- I'M SORRY. WHEN THE COURTS LIFTED THE
INJUNCTION AGAINST USDA IN MAY OF 1987, THIS WHITE FARMER WAS 1 OF 13 THAT WAS FORECLOSED ON
BY THE STATE OF GEORGIA. | HAD TO FRANTICLY FIND A LAWYER WHO WOULD FILE A CHAPTER 11 TO STOP
THE FORECLOSURE. HE COULDN'T -- AT THAT TIME WE HAD UP TO 12 -

Kiran Chetry: BUT LET ME SAID -- YOU SAID YOU DIDN'T KNOW ENOUGH, DIDNT GIVE HIM THE FULL FORCE
OF WHAT YOU COULD DO. YOU SAID YOU REFERRED HIM TO THE LAWYER WHOC WAS WHITE AND PERHAPS
HE COULD HELP HIM. WHAT DID YOU MEAN BY THAT?

Shirley Sherrod: WHAT | MEANT WAS, | DIDN'T KNOW ANYONE ELSE, | DIDN'T KNOW ANOTHER LAWYER AT
THAT TIME WHO WAS LOCAL, WHO KNEW SOMETHING ABOUT CHAPTER 12. BUT | THOUGHT IF | TOOK HIM TO
AWHITE LAWYER, HE WOULD DEFINITELY DO ALL THAT HE COULD TO HELP SAVE HIS FARM.

John Roberts: MS. SHERROD LET'S MAKE IT CLEAR THOUGH. THIS HAPPENED 24 YEARS AGO. YOU
EVENTUALLY WORKED WITH THIS WHITE FARMER, YOU EVENTUALL BECAME FRIENDS, YOU SAY, WITH THE
FARMER AND HIS WIFE. SO THE QUESTION | HAVE IS, WHEN THE US DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE CAME
TO YOU AND SAID YOU HAVE TO STEP DOWN, WHY DIDN'T YOU JUST SAY WAIT A MINUTE, YOU DON'T KNOW
THE FULL STORY, HERE'S THE FULL STORY, WHY SHOULD  STEP DOWN?

Shirley Sherrod: 1 DID SAY THAT. BUT THEY FOR SOME REASON, THE STUFF THAT FOX AND THE TEA PARTY
DOES 1S SCARING THE ADMINISTRATION. | TOLD... | TOLD THEM GET THE WHOLE TAPE AND LOOK AT HOW |
TELL PEOPLE WE HAVE TO GET BEYOND RACE AND START WORKING TOGETHER.

John Robetts: | THINK THAT MANY PEOPLE AT HOME MIGHT BE THINKING, IF YOU'RE RECOUNTING AN OLD
STORY, WHY DID YOU SUCCUMB TO PRESSURE TO STEP DOWN, WHY DIDN'T YOU TRY TO FIGHT THIS?

Shirley Sherrod: IF | TRIED TO FIGHT IT AND DIDN'T HAVE ANY SUPPORT FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE, WHAT — WHAT.
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Kiran Chetry: BEN JEALOUS REFERRED TO YOU AND THIS SURFACING OF THE TAPE, "HER ACTIONS WERE
SHAMEFUL. WHILE SHE WENT ON TO EXPLAIN IN THE STORY, SHE ULTIMATELY REALIZED HER MISTAKE AS
WELL AS THE COMMON PREDICAMENT OF WORKING PEOPLE OF ALL RACES. SHE GAVE NO INDICATION SHE
HAD ATTEMPTED TO RIGHT THE WRONG SHE HAD DONE TO THIS MAN." AND THE REACTION FROM MANY IN
THE AUDIENCE IS DISTURBING. THIS IS FROM BEN JEALOUS. DID YOU TRY TO CLARIFY WiTH THE NAACP
YOUR STORY?

Shirley Sherrod: NO, | HAVEN'T HAD HAD A CHANCE TO TALK TO ANYONE. ALL OF THIS WAS HAPPENING SO
FAST. AND IT'S UNFORTUNATE THAT THE NAACP WOULD MAKE A STATEMENT WITHOUT EVEN CHECKING TO
SEE WHAT HAPPENED. THIS WAS 24 YEARS AGO AND I'M TELLING A STORY TO TRY TO UNITE PEOPLE WITH
THAT NOW. '

John Roberts: CERTAINLY YOU'RE COMING OUT AND TELLING YOUR STORY NOW TAKES IT TO A DIFFERENT
LEVEL AND OBVIOUSLY WE'RE GOING TO KEEP FOLLOWING THIS. IT IS GOOD TO GET YOUR SIDE OF IT.
SHERRI SH SHERLY SHERROD, FORMER DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE OFFICIAL. PERHAPS WE CAN GET .
YOU BACK ON AGAIN, GET YOUR FACE ON TV AS WELL AND TALK TO YOU MORE ABOUT THIS AS THIS STORY
CONTINUES TO DEVELOP.

Shirley Sherrod: | DON'T MIND.

25



TJV

From: Washo, Kevin

Sent: Monday, July 19, 2010 8:51 FM
To: TV

Ce: . Harden, Krysta; Jett, Carole
Subject: Resign. Letter

Importance: High

Sir,

Below is a copy of Shirley’s letter.

Kevin

Cheryl

I feel
on the

Please
is not

I used
family

so disappointed that the Secretary and President let a misrepresentation of my words
part of th Tea Party be the reason to ask me to resign

look at the tape and see that I use the story from 1986 to show pebple that the issue
about race but about those who have v ersus those who do not

everything and everyone I could to help me to save that white farmers land. That
has the land because of what I did. He became a very good friend. I went on to help

save many other white land owners thru the years

I submit my resignation but in doing so want to put the administration on notice that I will
get the whole story out.

My whole life speaks for my commitment to fairness whether white or black.

Shirley Sherrcd
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Monday — July 19" —

6: 18 p.m.

7:29 p.m.
7.31 p.m,
8:25 p.m.

8:45 p.m.

Jett sends email fegarding situation with RD Director in GA. Deputy is on return
flight to Washington from Orlando, Florida.

Jett forwards copy of approved Statement by Secretary. Deputy still in air.
Jett forwards WCBS story with partial clip from March speech.
Depufy lands at DCA.

Lavallee sends press alert containing FOX news story.

Tuesday — July20th —

8:23 am.
1:14 pm
1:}9 p.m.
1:21 p.m.

2:00 p.m.

4:15pm’

Jett forwards CNN transcript.

Receive Seéretary’s message to all employees.
Jett responds to inquiry regarding incoming calls,
Palmieri inquireé to Jett to clarify call procedures.

Jett, Mather, Washo (Ross comes in later) pull the Deputy out of a meeting in her
office and in the staff office, they inform the Deputy that Sherrod was on CNN
non-stop, that NAACP might be reversing their statement, and that Chris Liu was

Jinquiring whether we would be changing course, The Deputy expressed concern

that Sherrod was attacking the Administration on TV and that our jobs as political
appointees is to protect the President. Palmieri inquired as to how we should
respond to calls coming into the office since we were told not to engage. Jett
decided all should be forwarded to theé Deiphouse. Mather said that the Secy
would be going out with a statement to all employees but not issuing another
press statement,

'Deputy turns on CNN for the first time and after watching 15 minutes of

coverage, leaves her office to visit with Cheryl Cook to discuss her safety.
Requests Cook’s permission to discuss situation with Secret Service.

Sometime between 4 and 5: Maisel informs the Deputy that Sherrod copied the Deputy and

Secretary on an email exchange last Thursday night where she explains that the
video clip was taken out of context.



Between 4:30 and 6:30 the focus is Cook. Deputy asks Jett for JT Stroud’s phone number. Jett

6:001sh

~ 6:15ish

7:37 p.m.
7:47 pam.

7:50 p.m.
7:53 p.m.

8:16 p.m.
8:57 p.m.
9:04 p.m.,
9:06 p.m.

9:11 p.m.

9:12 p.m.

9:14 p.m.

says that she had already called Heard about monitoring Cook’s emails for
threats. Deputy calls Stroud. Deputy calls OIG Wong. Deputy calls Mike
Edwards at Ethics to see if USDA can pay for hotel. Deputy again visits with
Cook, along with Tsonager. Invites Cook to her home for the evening and/or
encourages her to seek a hotel. Cook insists on driving home. Deputy calls
Edwards to inquire whether Tsonager can pay for security detail. Deputy again
visits Cook to give her Deputy’s parking pass. Sheryl Maddox arrives in Cooks
office at that time to monitor emails. Deputy and Maddox discuss the need for
Maddox to reach out to State Police in Cook’s home vicinity to alert them of the
situation. Deputy speaks to guards at Apron asking that they escort Cook to her
car when she departs and to watch for her arrival in the morning.

Deputy seeks out Ross to brief her on her actions concerning Cook. Jett walks by
- Deputy updates her quickly. Deputy suggests that when Jett next speaks to the
Secy, that they consider the Obama McCrystal speech, which acknowledged the
General’s outstanding service to the country.

Deputy asks Maisel to print out copy of email sent by Sherrod Thursday night to
public email and reads for the first time. Departs for residence.

Deputy emails Cook asking for confirmation that she arrived safely home.
Cook responds she is safely on her way.,

Deputy calls Ross. Discussed current CNN coverage that had turned from a focus
on race to the anatomy of decision making.

Deputy calls Washo to discuss develop story line on USDA’s decision process.
Reports of email copied by Sherrod.

Jett calls Deputy to discuss email.

Cooks responds she is safe at home and that State Police are patrolling.
Jett calls to request a copy of email

Deputy thanks Cook for update.

Deputy calls Maisel to ask him about possibility of accessing email account from
home.

Eve calls Maisel to ask him to retrieve email from office

Maisel calls Deputy to let her know that he is returning to office to return email



9:17 p.m. Jett calls to let Deputy know that Maisel needs to go into the office to forward a
copy. _

9:24 p.m. Maddux reports Cook confirmation that Cook has arrived safely home.

9:27 p.m. Deputy acknowledges receipt of Maddux email.

9:34 p.m. Deputy emails Secretary to report that Maisel was heading to office to retrieve
email from Sherrod and of Cook arrival home safely. '

9:41 p.m. Maisel forwards email to Jett, Eve and Washo

Wednesday 22"
6:45 a.m, Jett forwards email from Mather sharing new public statement.
7:30 a.m. Jett emails Deputy asking if she can open meeting, as she will be briefing

Tonsager for hearing

7:35am. - Deputy calls Jett and asks what the plan is. Jett does not say.

8:15 Leonard speaks with Deputy outside her office. Expreéses disappointment that he
was not consulted. Leonard says that Reid signed off on statements and process.

8:20 " Lavallee informs Deputy that OC has instructed all Dept. leaders to not speak
with the press on this topic.

Sometime in the morning  Deputy calls Silverman in California to inquire as to OGC’s role in
the decisionmaking process. Silverman says he was informed of the decision
Monday evening after it had been made. ‘

11:30 am.  Deputy secks meeting with Secretary”

1:00 p.m. Deputy meets with Secretai'y to hear his plan to resolve the situation. Deputy
‘ suggests decisionmaking is too insular, noting that, for example, neither Civil
Right nor OGC were consulted.



- Dé()ﬂql emaas A

- Kamerri
From: . © Jett, Carole
Sent: Monday, July 19. 2010 6:18 PM d}/\
To: ‘ Exemption  (b)(6)
Cc: B o e ,
Subject: : Today :

Georgia rd dir resigned. Will fill you in.
Carole Jett '
Deputy Chief of Staff

USDA : '

Exemption  (b)(6)



Kamerri

From: Jett, Carole :
Sent: M
To: ] ) Exemption  (b)(6)

Ce: ) Palmierl, Suzanne -

Subject: - Fw: final

Carole Jett

Deputy Chief of Staff

USDA

Exemption (b)(6)

From: Mather, Chris
To: Berge, John; Ross, Karen -ChiefOfStaff; Jett, Carofe; Harden, Krysta Delong, Justm Weaver, Caleb

Sent: Mon Jul 19 18:35:49 2010
Subject: Fw: final

Will push send shorily.
Chris Mather

From: Gavih, Tom

To: Mather, Chris; Exemption (b)(6)
Cc: Cherlin, Reid %

Sent: Mon Jul 19 18:32:13 2010 .

Subject: final
Chris —

We are good with this version on this end. Counsel has cleared the language. Only change is in the first sentence.
Today, | accepted Ms. Sherrod’s resignation. There is zero tolerance for discrimination at USDA, and | strongly condemn

any act of discrimination against any person. We have been working hard through the past 18 months to reverse the
checkered civil rights history at the department and take the issue of fairness and equality very seriously.



Kamerri

From: Jett, Carole
Sent: :
To: : Exemptlon ( b) ()]
Cc: ‘ S

Subject: . Fw WCBS story on Sherod

Attachments; imageOD1 Jpg -

Fyi

Carole Jett

Deputy Chief of Staff
LA

Exemption (b) ( 6)

From: Mather, Chris
To: Ross, Karen -ChiefOfStaff; Jett, Carole; Berge, John; Harden, Krysta
Sent: Mon Jui 19 15:52:19 2010

. Subject: Fw: WCBS story on Sherod

FYI
Chris Mather

From: Maloney, Wayne

To: Mather, Chris
Cc: Zaina, Lisa; Cook, Cheryl; Weaver Caleb; Delong, Justm

Sent: Mon Jul 19 15:31:29 2010
Subject: WCBS story on Sherod

SHOCK: Video Suggests Racism At NAACP Event

NEW YORK (CBS) —

10 anlarge

1 of 1

Shirley Sherrod, USDA Rural Development Georgia State Director
Last Tuesday, the NAACP passed a resolution condemnning racism in the Tea Party movement. The organization's delegates called on Tea

Party leaders to "repudiate those in their ranks who use racist language in their signs and speeches."

Tea Party members and supporters saw the resolution as a condemnation of the group atself which calls for fiscal responsibility, restnctlons on
governmental power, and backs political candidates who claim the same.

The NAACP's action caught the attention of Andrew Breitbart of BigGovernment.com, who said the controveréy was "absolutely manufactured
for political gain,” in a summer "in which the economy is the number one issue affecting blacks and whites in this country. This country can il
afford the schism of race to be exploited the way [he is] based upon the false premise of the Tea Party being racist.” .

He also claimed to possess recorded evidence of racism from the NAACP.

On Monday, Breitbart posted a video of a speech by Shlriey Sherrod, (JSDA Rural Development Georgia State Dlrector delivered at the .
NAACP's 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet. .
1



The video shows Sherrod speaklng of racial considerations being a factor for how much.help she would give.

"The first time | was faced with having to help a white farmer save his farm, he took a long time talking but he was trylng to show me he was
superior to me. | know what he was doing, but he had come to me for help. What he didn't know while he was taking all that time trying to show
me he was superlor to me was, | was trying to decide just how much help | was going to give him," Sherrod Sald

" was struggling with the fact that so many black people had lost their farmland, and here | was faced with having to help a white person save
thelr land. So | didn't give him the full force of what | could do. 1 did enough," Sherred said. "So that when he, i.assumed the Department of
Agncu!ture had sent him to me, either that or the-Georgia Department of Agricuiture, and he needed to go back and report that 1 did try to help

him."

In the video, Sherrod also spoke of referring the white farmer to a white lawyer, thinking the latter would be more sympathetic because of race.
"So 1 took him to a white lawyer that had attended some of training that we had provided because Chapter 12 bankruptcy had just been enacted
for the family fafm. So | figured if | take him to one of them, that his own kind would take care of him."



Kamerri

From: Lavallee, Aaron

Sent: Monday, July 19, 2010 8:45 PM
To: : " Kamerri
Subject:’ ' Fw: Google Alert - Vilsack

Frem: Google Alerts
To: Lavallee, Aaron
Sent: Mon Jul 19 20:42;53 2010
Subject: Google Alert - Vilsack o
News o . » ‘ : 3 new results for Vilsack

US Secretary of Agricultufe Tom Vilsack talks renewable energy, farm issues in ...

Farmn and Dairy
by Chris Kick WOOSTER, Oth ——Toutmg a new agriculture and a new economy for America, US Secretary of Agriculture Tom

Vilsack and-US Rep. ..
See all stories on this mnic »

USDA Official Who Withheld Help from White Farmer Resmns

Big Government (blog)

.. and [ strongly condemn any act of discrlmm ation against any person,” Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack said ina wrnten
statement : .
See all stones on this topic »

USDA Launches 'Know Your Farmer, Know Your Food' Website

Gourmet Retailer
. and regional food systems, we can spur job growth in our rural cornmumtles and uitimately strengthen Amerlcan agrlculture said

Secretary Vilsack. ..
See all stories on thls topic »

PR e S

Tip: Use a m:nus sign ( ) in front of terms in your query that you want to excrude Learn more.

Remove this alert.
Create another alert.

Manage your alerts.
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Kamerri-

From: , Lavallee, Aaron
Sent: Monday, July 19, 2010 8:45 PM
To: Kamerri

Subject: . Fw: Google Alert - USDA

From: Google Alerts

To: Lavallee, Aaron

Sent: Mon Jul 19 20:25:57 2010 -
Subject; Google Alert - USDA:

News 5 new results for USDA

Video Shows USDA Official Saying She Didn't Give 'Full Force' of Help to White ...

FOXNews

"There i lS zero tolerance for discrimination at USDA, and I strongly condemn any act of discrimination against any
person,” Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack ...

See all stories on this topic »

USDA crop and weather report for July 19 -

Bismarck Farm & Ranch Guide
For the week ending July 18, wheat harvest was in full swmg in southwestern countles and had begun in the Panhandle, accordmg to

USDA's National .. .
See all stories.on thlS tomc »

USDA invites comments on Asparagus Revenue Loss Program

Review Messenger
WASHINGTON, July 19, 2010 — Farm Service Agency Admmlsﬂ ator Jonathan Coppess today announced that USDA is accepting

comments on its proposed rule to ..
See all stories on this topic »

USDA funds now available for hvestock bee losses

MuchineFinder
More than $13 million was released by the USDA to help farmers and ranchers who experlenced losses last year that were tied to

weather disease or other ...
See all stories on this tonic »

HRW New Burmese Military Party Undermines Free Electlons

Voice of America
Human Rights Watch Monday called the. govemment‘s decision to allow the Union Solidarity and Development Association, or

USDA, to disband and transfer its ..
See all stories on this topic »

Tip: Use a plus sign (+) to match a term In your query exactly as is.. Learn more.

Remove this alert.
Create another alert.
Manage your alerts.



Kamerri

Sent:
To:

Cec: - .
Subject: ‘ : Fw FULL TRANSCRIPT SHIRLEY SHERROD

From: Jett, Carole _ ) MSA ‘()']

Importance: ngh

Carcle Jelt
Deputy Chief of Staff

A
Exemption (b)(6)

From: Mather, Chrls
To: Berge, John Harden, Krysta; Washo, Kevin; Jett, Caroie Ross Karen -ChlefOfStaff

Sent: Tue Jul 20 08:08:20 2010
Subject: Fw: FULL TRANSCRIPT: SHIRLEY SHERROD

CNN American Mommg talked to Sherrod. Transcript below.
Chris Mather

From: Chan, Stephanie

To: Mather, Chris; DeJong, Justin; Weaver, Caleb
Sent: Tue Jul 20 07:46:21 2010 _

Subject: Fw: FULL TRANSCRIPT: SHIRLEY SHERROD

Reét of the transcript.
I'm trying to sée if | can find the clip online. Esp interested in hearing the full response from this response-

Shirley Sherrod: IF | TRIED TO F!GHT T AND DIDN'T HAVE ANY SUPPORT FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF -
AGRICULTURE, WHAT -- WHAT.

Stephanie Chan

Press A55|stant Office of Communications

- From: Kaplan, Karrah
To: Chan, Stephanie
Sent: Tue Jul 20 07:37:13 2010
Subject: FW; FULL TRANSCRIPT: SHIRLEY SHERROD

updated

From: McCand!ess, Brittany
Sent Tuesday, July 20, 2010 7:37 AM



' To: Kraft, James; Dalberto, Emily; Manning, Regina; Kaplan, Karrah
Subject: FULL TRANSCRIPT: SHIRLEY SHERROD :

MISSING PART BELOW IN RED:

American Mornlng franscript

Kiran Chetry and John Roberts interview Shirley Sherrod, a b[ack Agriculture Department employee who resigned
Monday after conservative media outlets aired a video of her telling an audience she had not given a white farmer "the full -
force of what | could do" to help him save the family farm. She says the charges of racism are wrong .

MISSING PART BELOW IN RED:

Kiran Chetry: THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE ACCEPTS THE RESIGNATION OF AN EMPLOYEE
AFTER A VIDEO SURFACED SHOWING HER TELLING AN AUDIENCE THAT SHE WITHHELD ASSISTANCE TO A
WHITE FARMER BECAUSE OF HIS RACE. LET'S LISTEN TO WHAT SHE TOLD THE NAACP. DOES THAT VIDEO
TELL THE WHOLE STORY? JOINING US NOW ON THE PHONE FROM ALBANY, GEORGIA SHERRI SHERROD
HERSELF. THANKS FOR BEING WITH US THIS MORNING, SHIRLEY. :

Shlrley Sherrod: THANK YOU.

Kiran Chetry: YOU SAY THIS WAS PART OF THE STORY AND THAT IT WAS PART THAT WAS SPLICED ENOUGH
TO SHOW YOU IN A BAD LIGHT, THAT THIS ISN'T THE WHOLE STORY. WILL YOU FINISH FOR US HOW THIS

"ENED?

Shirley Sherrod: OKAY. | WAS SPEAKING TO THAT GROUP LIKE I'VE DONE MANY GROUPS AND | TELL THEM
ABOUT A TIME WHEN 1 THOUGHT THE ISSUE WAS RACE AND RACE ONLY. AND | TELL THEM THE STORY OF
HOW | WORKED WITH A WHITE FARMER BACK IN 1986. | WAS NOT WORKING FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE. | WAS WORKING WITH AND NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION ASSISTING FARMERS THROUGHOUT
SQUTH GEORGIA AND THE SOUTHEAST. AND THIS FARMER CAME TO ME FOR HELP. | WAS TELLING THE
STORY ABOUT HOW WORKING WITH HIM HELPED ME TO SEE THAT THE ISSUE IS NOT ABOUT RACE, IT'S
ABOUT THOSE WHO HAVE YERSUS THOSE WHO DO NOT HAVE. AND | TELL HOW | TOOK HIM TO A LAWYER
WHO | THOUGHT WOULD HELP HIM. IN THE END, THAT LAWYER DIDN'T. IN THE END, | HAD TO FRANTICLY
LOOK FOR A LAWYER BECAUSE WHEN USDA LIFTED -- I'M SORRY. WHEN THE COURTS LIFTED THE
INJUNCTION AGAINST USDA IN MAY OF 1987, THIS WHITE FARMER WAS 1 OF 13 THAT WAS FORECLOSED ON
BY THE STATE OF GEORGIA. | HAD TO FRANTICLY FIND A LAWYER WHO WQULD FILE A CHAPTER 11 TO STOP
THE FORECLOSURE. HE COULDN'T - AT THAT TIME WE HAD UP TO 12 -

Kiran Chetry: BUT LET ME SAID -- YOU SAID YOU DEDN T KNOW ENOUGH DIDN'T GIVE HIM THE FULL FORCE
OF WHAT YOU COULD DO. YOU SAID YOU REFERRED HIM TO THE LAVVYER WHO WAS WHITE AND PERHAPS
HE COULD HELP HIM. WHAT DID YOU MEAN BY THAT?

Shir!ey Sherrod: WHAT | MEANT WAS, | DIDN'T KNOW ANYONE ELSE, | DIDN'T KNOW ANOTHER LAWYER AT
THAT TIME WHO WAS LOCAL, WHO KNEW SOMETHING ABOUT CHAPTER 12. BUT | THOUGHT IF | TOOK HIM TO
A WHITE LAWYER, HE WOULD DEFINITELY DO ALL THAT HE COULD TQO HELP SAVE HIS FARM.

John Roberts: MS. SHERROD LET'S MAKE IT CLEAR THOUGH. THIS HAPPENED 24 YEARS AGO. YOU

EVENTUALLY WORKED WITH THIS WHITE FARMER, YOU EVENTUALL BECAME FRIENDS, YOU SAY, WITH THE
FARMER AND HIS WIFE. SO THE QUESTION | HAVE IS, WHEN THE US DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE CAME
TQ YOU AND SAID YOU HAVE TO STEP DOWN, WHY DIDN'T YOU JUST SAY WAIT A MINUTE, YOU DON'T KNOW
THE FULL STORY, HERE'S THE FULL STORY, WHY SHOULD | STEP DOWN?

Shirley Sherrod: | DID SAY THAT. BUT THEY FOR SOME REASON, THE STUFF THAT FOX AND THE TEA PARTY
DOES IS SCARING THE ADMINISTRATION. 1 TOLD... | TOLD THEM GET THE WHOLE TAPE AND LOOK AT HOW |
TELL PEOPLE WE HAVE TO GET BEYOND RACE AND START WORKING TOGETHER.

John Roberts: | THINK THAT MANY PEOPLE AT HOME MIGHT BE THINKING, IF YOU'RE PECOUNT!NG AN OLD
STORY, WHY DID YOU SUCCUMB TO PRESSURE TO STEP DOWN, WHY DIDN'T YOU TRY TO FIGHT THIS?

Shirley Sherrod: IF | TRIED TO FIGHT IT AND DIDN'T HAVE ANY SUPPORT FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE, WHAT -- WHAT :
P



Kiran Chetry: BEN JEALOUS REFERRED TO YOU AND THIS SURFACING OF THE TAPE, "HER ACTIONS WERE
SHAMEFUL. WHILE SHE WENT ON TO EXPLAIN IN THE STORY, SHE ULTIMATELY REALIZED HER MISTAKE AS
WELL AS THE COMMON PREDICAMENT OF WORKING PEOPLE OF ALL RACES. SHE GAVE NO INDICATION SHE
HAD ATTEMPTED TO RIGHT THE WRONG SHE HAD DONE TO THIS MAN." AND THE REACTION FROM MANY iN
THE AUDIENCE IS DiSTURBENG THIS IS FROM BEN JEALOUS DID YOU TRY TO CLARIFY WITH THE NAACP

YOUR STORY?

Shirley Sherrod: NO, | HAVEN'T HAD HAD A CHANCE TO TALK TO ANYONE. ALL OF THIS WAS HAPPENING SO
FAST. AND IT'S UNFORTUNATE THAT THE NAACP WOULD MAKE A STATEMENT WITHOUT EVEN GHECKING TO
SEE WHAT HAPPENED. THIS WAS 24 YEARS AGO AND I'M TELLING A STORY TO TRY TO UNITE PEOPLE WITH

THAT NOW.

John Roberts: CERTAINLY YOU'RE COMING QUT AND TELLING YOUR STORY NOW TAKES IT TO A DIFFERENT "
LEVEL AND OBVIOUSLY WE'RE GOING TO KEEP FOLLOWING THIS. IT 1S GOOD TO GET YOUR SIDE OF IT.
SHERRI SH SHERLY SHERROD, FORMER DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE OFFICIAL. PERHAPS WE CAN GET
YOU BACK ON AGAIN, GET YOUR FACE ON TV AS WELL AND TALK TO YOU MORE ABOUT THIS AS THIS STORY

CONTINUES TO DEVELOP.

* Shirley Sherrod. | DON'T MIND.



Kamerri

From: The Office of the Secretary
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 1:14 PM
To: : ALL-USDA-2K

Subject: ' Message from Secretary Vilsack

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20250

Dear employee:

Some of you may have seen the news stories about USDA today. | want to reiterate my
commitment and that of the leadership at USDA to civil rights. We all must work to ensure that
we are freating our customers and employees equally and fa:rly and we aII should have zero
tolerance for discrimination. .

| also want to remind all of you that you have a unigque and important individual responsibility to
represent this sentiment in your official actions, statements, and public presentations. We are
lucky to have the opportunity to work for the American people and we owe it to them to instill
confldence in our leadership. Our words and actions matter.

We have been working hard through the past 18 months to reverse the checkered civil rights
history at the department and | thank you for your service and efforts to achieve this goal,

Secretary Vilsack



- Kamerri

From: _ Jett, Carole ‘

Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 1.19 PM
To: ood, Maureen :
Cc: . Exemption ( b) ( 6)

Subject:

Don't refer calls to Deputy Secretary.

Carole Jett .
Deputy Chief of Staff
USDA :

Exemption (b)(6)



Kamerri

From: Palmieri, Suzanne

Sent: : Tuesday, July 20, 2010 1:21 PM -
To: T Jett, Carole

Ce; ' Wood, Maureen; Kamerri
Subject: RE: We have no comment

If calls come .in to our number, where do we refer them? the deputy will not be responding.

————— Orlglnal Message-----
From: Jett, Carole :
Sent: Tuesday, July 20 2019 1:19 PM

Palmieri, Suzanne

‘Don't refer calls to Députy Secretary.

Carcle Jett .
Deputy Chief of Staff

A
Exemption (b)(6)




Kamerri

From: Cook, Cheryl
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 7:47 PM
To: Exemption (b)(6) :
Subject: . GHICCRING

Sure. To Thurmont without incident. Thanks for caring.

s Original Message -----
From: Kamerri '

To: Cook, Cheryl

Sent: Tue Jul 20 19:37:01 2010
Subject: Checking in

Can't imagine a rougher day for you. Let me know what,-if anything,'i can do to help. I'm
sorry I wasn't around Monday to help as the situation developed.

My focus right now is your physical and mental wellbeing. Would yoh please email or call
when you get home so that I know you made it safely? Thank you my friend.
Kathleen A. Merrigan Deputy Secretary USDA '



Kamerri

From: _ Cook, Chery!

Sent: Tuesday, July 20. 2010 8:57-PM
To: S Exemption , (b)(6)

Subject: 2. CITCUNTTY

Ifm home safely, neighbors waiting to tell me the PA State Police have already driven by.

————— Original Message -----
From: Kamerri

To: Cook, Cheryl
Sent: Tue Jul 20 19:37:91 2010 -

Subject: Checking in

Can't imagine a rougher day’for you. Let me know what, if anything, I can do to help. I'm
sorry I wasn't around Monday to help as the situation developed. ‘

My focus right now is your physical and mental wellbeing. Would you please email or call
when you get home so that I know you made it safely? Thank you my friend.
Kathleen A. Merrigan Deputy Secretary USDA :



Kamerri

From: ©© Maddux, Sheryl -USDA ,
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 9:24 PM
To: ' Kamerri; Heard, Robm Repass Todd Lescallett Kenneth

Subject: : ChewlCook

Cheryl made it safely home and her neighbor told her that the PA State Pollce had driven by a

couple of times,
Sheryl K. Maddux
USDA Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Coordlnatlon




Kamerri

From: Merrigan, Kathleen

Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 9:39 PM

To: - Kamerri-

Cc:. o Palmieri, Suzanne

Subject: FW: Forced Re5|gnataon of Shlrley Sherrod
Importance: - : High

Exempt/on (b) (6)

Memgan Kathieen
Resignation of Shirley Sherrod
Importance High

Honorable Mr. Vilsack & Ms. Merrigan: | strongly urge you to make a public appology for forcing Ms.
Shirley Sherrod to resign her position. If you or your subordinates had not jumped to conclusions
before reacting to such internet folly, you would have understood that what Ms. Sherrod was saying
was remarkable. Her recounting of an epiphany WRT her ignorance of caucasians was very
revealing & should not have been reason for dismissal. If your subordinates had only listened to the
full speech & offered a rebuttal on the internet as well as in the news, you & the administration would
‘have come out looking good. Now you ali-look like bumpkins; how can | keep supporting the
adminsitration when you all act so stupidly?! =~ , '

Please clean up this mess, state the facts, don't overreact (didn't any of you get any management
training before assuming your posmons?) and for God's sake, give Shirley her job back!!! This is a

shameful incident.

Shirley C. Rubens



Kamerri

From: " Maisel, Chad L
Sent: ' Tuesday, July 20, 2010 9:42 PM
To: Kamerri; Palmieri, Suzanne
Subject: Email has been forwarded

Apologies again. [ can tell you that lessons have been learned

Chad Maisel -
Exemption (b)(6)




Kamerri

From: ‘ Palmieri, Suzanne

- Sent: : Tuesday, July 20
To: Maisel, Chad;
Subject: Re: Email has'ee

‘Thanks. Sorry you had to go in.

Suzanne Smith Palmieri

Chief of Staff

Office of the Deputy Secretary
DA

Exemption (b)(6)

From: Maisel, Chad

To; Kamerri; Palmieri, Suzanne
Sent: Tue Jul 20 21:42:21 2010 )
Subject: Email has been forwarded

Apologies again. - | can tell you that lessons have been learned

Chad Maisel

Exemption (b)(6)



Kamerri .

From: , Jett, Carole’

Sent: Wednesday, July 21, 2010 6:45 AM

To: Rollerson Cherylene -USDA:; Markovich, Amanda; Trollinger, Shelia -USDA; Wood, Maureen;

Cc: Palmieri, Suzanne; Ross, Karen -ChiefOfStaff

Subject: W Agricuiture Secretary Tom Vilsack Regarding Remarks in Video From
‘ ’ Shsriey Sherrod : : :

Attachments: image001.jpg

Here is our most recent statement
Carole Jett
Deputy Chlef of Staff

. A\

Exemption ( b) ( 6)

From: Mather, Chris '

To: Jett, Carole; Ross, Karen -ChiefOfStaff; Berge, John, Harden, Krysta

Sent: Wed Jul 21 05:17:54 2010

Subject; Fw: Statement from Agricu!ture Secretary Tom Vilsack Regarding Remarks in Video From Shlrley Sherrod

This went at 2
Chris Mather

From: Chan, Stephanie ,

Sent: Wed Jui 21 02:07:06 2010 ‘

Subject: Statement from Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack Regarding Remarks in Video From Shirle Sherrod '
y g o UMNITED BTATES DEPARTMENT GF AGRJEU’L [

Statement

'Offico m‘ Commumsaimrss : ‘
1400 ndegandences Arare-me W Washington; DG 202501300 Vojea: 202 ;Eﬂ4ﬁ2‘§ Ema@ acree\%@ma‘a ﬂ'ﬁ? Wﬁb vmwmda ;m.w

Release No. PENDING ' : . Contact:
: : ‘ USDA Office of Communications

©(202) 720-4623

Statement from Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack Regarding Remarks in Video
From Shirley Sherrod

WASHINGTON July 21, 2010 - Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack tonight released
the following statement in response to the release of remarks in video from Shirley
Sherrod:

"I am of course willing and will conduct a thorough review and consider additional facts
to ensure to the American people we are providing ser\nces in a fair and equutable
manner."




USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint ofdisc}*imination write: USDA,
Director, Off‘ Tce of Civil Rtghts 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272
(voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).

Stephdnie Chan

Press Assistant, Off‘ ice of Communications

Exemption (b)(6)




Palmieri, Suzanne

From: Jett, Carole

Sent: g

To: Exemption (b)(6)
Ce: . _ PSS, DULel 10
Subject: Today

'Georgia rd dir resigned., Will fill you in.
Carole Jett .
Deputy Chief of Staff

DA .
Exemption (b)(6)

]
4
i




Palmieri, Suzanne

From: _ Jett Carole
Sent:
To: Exemptlon (b)(6)
Cc: il nne

Subject: Fw: final

Carole Jett
Deputy Chief of Staff
[} A

Exemption (b)(6)

From: Mather, Chris ' '
To: Berge, John; Ross, Karen -ChiefOfStaff; Jett, Carole; Harden Krysta; DeJong, Justin; Weaver, Caleb

Sent: Mon Jul 19 18:35:49 2010
Subject: Fw: final

Will push send shortly.
Chris Mather

From: Gavin, Tom

To: Mather, Chris; Exemption (b)(6)
Cc: Cherlin, Reid H

Sent: Mon Jul 19 18:32:13 2010
Sub]ect final

Chris— o ‘ ’ P v '
Exemption 5

Today, | accepted Ms. Sherrod’s resignation. There is zero tolerance for discrimination at USDA, and | strongly condemn
any act of discrimination against any person. We have been working hard through the past 18 months to reverse the .
checkered civil rights history at the department and take the issue of fairness and equality very seriously.




Palmieri, Suzanne

From: - - Jett Carole
Sent: ' g
" To: S Exemption (b) (6)

Ce: :
Subject: . Fw WCBS story on Sherod

Fyi

Carole Jett

Deputy Chief of Staff
USDA

Exemption (b)(6)

From: Mather, Chris

To: Ross, Karen -ChiefOfStaff; Jett, Carole; Berge, John; Harden, Krysta
Sent: Mon Jul 19 15:52:19 2010

Subject: Fw: WCBS story on Sherod

- FYI
Chris Mather

From: Méloney, Wayne
To: Mather, Chris
Cc: Zaina, Lisa; Cook, Cheryl; Weaver, Caleb DeJong, Justm

Sent: Mon Jul 19 15:31:29 2010
Subject: WCBS story on Sherod

SHOCK: Video Suggests Racism At NAACP Event

NEW YORK (C8S) —

o enlarge

1.0f1

Shirley Sherrod, USDA Rural Development Georg!a State Director
Last Tuesday, the NAACP passed a resolution condemning racism in the Tea Party movement. The orgamzatton s delegates called on Tea

Party leaders to "repud|ate those in their ranks who use racist language in their signs and speeches.”

Tea Party members and suppoders saw the resolution as a condemnation of the group itself, which calls for flscal responsibility, restrictions on
governmental power, and backs political candidates who claim the same. .

The NAACP's action caught the attentlon of Andrew Breitbart of BigGovernment.com, who said the controversy was “absotutely manufactured
for political gain,” in a summer “in which the economy is the number one issue affecting blacks and whites in this country. This country can ill
afford the schism of race to be exploited the way [he is] based upon the false premise of the Tea Party being racist.” . )

He also claimed to possess recorded evidence of racism from the NAACP.

On Monday, Breitbart posted a video of a speech by ShirleyFSherrod, USDA Rura! Development Georgia State Director, delivered at the
NAACP's 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet.



The video shows Sherrod speakihg of racial considerations being a factor for how much help she would give.

"The first time [ was faced with ha\)lng to help a white tarmer save his fafm he took a long time tatking but he was trying to show me he was
superior to me. | know what he was doing, but he had came to me for help. What he didn't know while he was taking alf that time trymg to show
me he was superior to me was, | was trying to decide just how much help 1 was gomg to give hlm " Sherrod said.

“| was struggling with the fact that so many biack people had lost their farmland, and here | was faced with having to help a white person save
their land. So  didn't give him the full force of what | could do, | did enough," Sherrod said. "So that when he, | assumed the Department of
Agnculture had sent him to me, either that or the Georgia Depadment of Agrlcutture and he needed to go back and report that | did try to help

him."

In the video, Sherrod alsa spoke of referring the white farmer to a white lawyer, thinking the latter would be more sympathetic because of race.
"So | took him to a white lawyer that had attended some of training that we had provided because Chapter 12 bankruptcy had just been enacted
far the fam|ly farm. So | figured if | take him to one of them, that his own kind would take care of him.”



Palmieri, Suzanne

From: : Jett, Carole
Sent:
To:.

- Ce: :
Subject: ,Fw FULL TRANSCRIPT SHIRLEY SHERROD

Importance: ‘ : High

Carole Jett
Deputy Chief of Staff
USDA :

Exemption (b)(6)

From: Mather, Chris ‘
To: Berge, John; Harden, Krysta; Washo, Kevin; Jett, Carole; Ross, Karen -ChlefOfStaff

Sent: Tue Jul 20 08:08:20 2010
Subject: Fw: FULL TRANSCRIPT: SHIRLEY SHERROD

CNN American Morning talked to Sherrod. Transcript below,
Chris Mather

From: Chan, Stephanie

To: Mather, Chris; DeJong, Justin; Weaver, Caleb
Sent: Tue Jul 20 07:46:21 2010

Subject: Fw: FULL TRANSCRIPT: SHIRLEY SHERRCD

Rest of the transcript.

I'm trying to see if | can find the clip online. Esp interested in hearing the full response from this response-

Shirley Sherrod: IF | TRIED TO FIGHT IT AND DIDN'T HAVE ANY SUPPORT FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE, WHAT -~ WHAT.

Stephanie Chan

Press Assnstant Office of Commumcatlons

Exemption  (b)(6)

From: Kaplan, Karrah

To: Chan, Stephanie

Sent: Tue Jul 20 07:37:13 2010

Subject: FW: FULL TRANSCRIPT: SHIRLEY SHERROD

updated

From: McCandless, Brittany
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 7:37 AM



To: Kraft, James; Da[berto, Emily; Manhing, Regina; Kaplan, Karrah
Subject: FULL TRANSCRIPT: SHIRLEY SHERROD ’

'MISSING PART BELOW IN RED:

American Morning transcript ‘ ' _
Kiran Chetry and John Robherts interview Shirley Sherrod, a black Agriculture Department employee who resigned

Monday after conservative media outlets aired a video of her telling an audience she had not given a white farmer "the full
force of what | could do" to help hlm save the family farm She says the charges of racism are wrong

MISSENG PART BELO\N IN RED:

Kiran Chetry: THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE ACCEPTS THE RESIGNATION OF AN EMPLOYEE
AFTER A VIDEOC SURFACED SHOWING HER TELLING AN AUDIENCE THAT SHE WITHHELD ASSISTANCE TO A
WHITE FARMER BECAUSE OF HIS RACE. LET'S LISTEN TO WHAT SHE TOLD THE NAACP. DOES THAT VIDEO
TELL THE WHOLE STORY? JOINING US NOW ON THE PHONE FROM ALBANY, GEORGIA, SHERR! SHERROD
HERSELF. THANKS FOR BEING WITH US THIS MORNING, SHIRLEY. ,

‘Shirley Sherrod: THANK YOU.

Kiran Chetry: YOU SAY THIS WAS PART OF THE STORY AND THAT IT WAS PART THAT WAS SPLICED ENOUGH
TO SHOW YQU IN A BAD LIGHT, THAT THIS ISN'T THE WHOLE STORY. WILL YOU FINISH FOR US HOW THIS

ENED?

Shirley Sherrod: OKAY. | WAS SPEAKING TO. THAT GROUP LIKE I'VE DONE MANY GROUPS AND { TELL THEM
ABOUT A TIME WHEN | THOUGHT THE ISSUE WAS RACE AND RACE ONLY. AND | TELL THEM THE STORY OF
HOW | WORKED WITH A WHITE FARMER BACK IN 1986. | WAS NOT WORKING FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE. | WAS WORKING WITH AND NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION ASSISTING FARMERS THROUGHOUT
SOUTH GEORGIA AND THE SOUTHEAST. AND THIS FARMER CAME TO ME FOR HELP. | WAS TELLING THE
STORY ABOUT HOW WORKING WITH HIM HELPED ME TO SEE THAT THE ISSUE {S NOT ABOUT RACE, IT'S
ABOUT THOSE WHO HAVE VERSUS THOSE WHO DO NOT HAVE. AND | TELL HOW | TOOK HIM TO A LAWYER
WHO | THOUGHT.WOULD HELP HIM. IN THE END, THAT LAWYER DIDN'T. IN THE END, { HAD TO FRANTICLY
LOOK FOR A LAWYER BECAUSE WHEN USDA LIFTED - 'M SORRY. WHEN THE COURTS LIFTED THE -
INJUNCTION AGAINST USDA IN MAY OF 1887, THIS WHITE FARMER WAS 1 OF 13 THAT WAS FORECLOSED ON
BY THE STATE OF GEORGIA. | HAD TO FRANTICLY FIND A LAWYER WHO WOULD FILE A CHAPTER 11 TO STOP
THE FORECLOSURE. HE COULDNT -- AT THAT TIME WE HAD UP TO 12 -

Kiran Chetry: BUT LET ME SAID - YOU SAID YOU DIDN'T KNOW ENQUGH, DIDN'T GIVE HIM THE FULL FORCE
OF WHAT YOU COULD DO. YOU SAID YOU REFERRED HIM TO THE LAWYER WHO WAS WHITE AND PERHAPS
HE COULD HELP HIM. WHAT DID YOU MEAN BY THAT? ‘

Shirley Sherrod: WHAT | MEANT WAS, ! DIDN'T KNOW ANYONE ELSE, | DIDN'T KNOW ANOTHER LAWYER AT
THAT TIME WHO WAS LOCAL, WHO KNEW SOMETHING ABOUT CHAPTER 12. BUT | THOUGHT IF | TOOK HIM TO
AWHITE LAWYER, HE WOULD DEFINITELY DO ALL THAT HE COULD TO HELP SAVE HIS FARM.

~ John Roberts: MS, SHERROD LET'S MAKE IT CLEAR THOUGH. THIS HAPPENED 24 YEARS AGO. YOU
EVENTUALLY WORKED WITH THIS WHITE FARMER, YOU EVENTUALL BECAME FRIENDS, YOU SAY, WITH THE
FARMER AND HIS WIFE. SO THE QUESTION | HAVE IS, WHEN THE US DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE CAME
TO YOU AND SAID YOU HAVE TO STEP DOWN, WHY DIDN'T YOU JUST SAY WAIT A MINUTE, YOU DON'T KNOW
THE FULL STORY, HERE’'S THE FULL STORY, WHY SHOULD | STEP DOWN?

Shirley Sherrod: | DID SAY THAT. BUT THEY FOR SOME REASON, THE STUFF THAT FOX AND THE TEA PARTY
DOES 1S SCARING THE ADMINISTRATION. | TOLD... | TOLD THEM GET THE WHOLE TAPE AND LOOK AT HOW |
TELL PEOPLE WE HAVE TO GET BEYOND RACE AND START WORKING TOGETHER. :

John Roberts: | THINK THAT MANY PEOPLE AT HOME MIGHT BE THINKING, IF YOU'RE RECOUNTING AN OLD
STORY, WHY DID YOU SUCCUMB TO PRESSURE TO STEP DOWN, WHY DIDN'T YOU TRY TO FIGHT THIS?

Shirley Sherrod: IF | TRIED TO FIGHT IT AND DIDN'T HAVE ANY SUPPORT FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE WHAT - WHAT.
2



Kiran Chetry: BEN JEALOUS REFERRED TO YOU AND THIS SURFACING OF THE TAPE, "HER ACTIONS WERE
SHAMEFUL. WHILE SHE WENT ON TO EXPLAIN IN THE STORY, SHE ULTIMATELY REALIZED HER MISTAKE AS
WELL AS THE COMMON PREDICAMENT OF WORKING PEOPLE OF ALL RACES. SHE GAVE NO INDICATION SHE
HAD ATTEMPTED TO RIGHT THE WRONG SHE HAD DONE TO THIS MAN.” AND THE REACTION FROM MANY IN
THE AUDIENCE IS DISTURBING. THIS IS FROM BEN JEALOUS. DID YOU TRY TO CLARIFY WITH THE NAACP

YOUR STORY?

Shirley Sherrod: NO, | HAVEN'T HAD HAD A CHANCE TO TALK TO ANYONE. ALL OF THIS WAS HAPPENING SO
FAST. AND IT'S UNFORTUNATE THAT THE NAACP WOULD MAKE A STATEMENT WITHOUT EVEN CHECKING TO
SEE WHAT HAPPENED. THIS WAS 24 YEARS AGO AND I'M TELLING A STORY TO TRY TO UNITE PEOPLE WITH

THAT NOW. ,

John Roberts: CERTAINLY YOU'RE COMING OUT AND TELLING YOUR STORY NOW TAKES IT TO A DIFFERENT
LEVEL AND OBVIOUSLY WE'RE GOING TO KEEP FOLLOWING THIS. IT IS GOOD TO GET YOUR SIDE OF IT.
SHERRI SH SHERLY SHERROD, FORMER DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE OFFICIAL, PERHAPS WE CAN GET
YOU BACK ON AGAIN, GET YOUR FACE ON TV AS WELL AND TALK TO YOU MORE ABOUT THIS AS THIS STORY

CONTINUES TO DEVELOP.

Shirley Sherrod: | DON'T MIND,



Palmieri, Suzanne

From: | Jett, Carole
Sent: : Wednesday, July 21, 2010 6:45 AM
To: ,Rollerson Chery!ene -USDA,; Markovich, Amanda; Trollsnger Shelia -USDA; Wood, Maureen;

Palmieri, Suzanne; Ross, Karen -ChiefOfStaff

Cc:
Ulture Secretary Tom Vilsack Regarding Remarks in Video From

Subject:

Shlrley Sherrod

Here is our most recent statement.
Carole Jett =~

Deputy Chief of Staff

USDA

Exemption (b)(6)

From: Mather, Chris
To: Jett, Carole; Ross, Karen -ChiefOfStaff; Berge, John; Harden, Krysta
Sent: Wed Jul 21 05:17:54 2010
“Subject: Fw: Statement from Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack Regarding Remarks in V|deo From Shirley Sherrod

This went at 2
Chris Mather

From: Chan, Stephanie

Sent: Wed Jul 21 02:07:06 2010 : : _

Sub'ect Statement from Arlculture Secretary Tom Vilsack Regarding Remarks in Video From Shirley Sherrod
; i ‘ QN}TEB 5 TAT&S SEFAR?MENT OF AGRICULTURE :

"ﬁmmm’ﬂsmmnamm‘ e ; -
; ?%Qha‘epsmfeme Avenue, S Whahmgton Dﬂgﬁ“‘?ﬂoﬁiﬂ} %“':me {fZ(E} }‘313-4623 Emiaa? arraw 2l ot

Release No. PENDING ‘ S . Contact:
: ' USDA Ofﬁce of Communications

(202) 720-4623

Statement from Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack Regarding Remarks in Video
From Shirley Sherrod -

WASHINGTON, JuIy 21, 2010 - Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack tonight released
the following statement in response to the release of remarks in video from Shirley

-Sherrod:

" am of course willing and will conduct a thorough review and consider additional facts
to ensure to the American people we are prowdmg services in a fair and equitable

manner."




USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA,
Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-941 0 or call (800) 795-3272
fvoice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).

Stephanie Chan

Press Assistant, Office of Communications
U.S. Department of Agriculture

Exemption  (b)(6)
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Monday — July 19™ -

6: 18 p.m.

7:29 p.m.
731 p.m.
8:25 p.m.

8:45 p.m,

Jett sends email regarding situation with RD Director in GA. Deputy is on return
flight to Washington from Orlando, Florida. ’

Jett forwards copy of approved Statement by Secretary. Deputy still in air.
Jett forwards WCBS story with partial clip from March speech.
Deputy lands at DCA. |

Lavallee sends press alert containing FOX news story.

Tuesday — July20th —

8:23 am.
1:14 p.m.
1:19 p-m.
l:él p.m.

2:00 p.m.

4:15 pm

Jett forwards CNN transcript.

Receive Secretary’s message to all employees,
Jett responds to inquiry régarding incoming calls,
Palmieri inquires to Jett to clarify call procedures.

Jett, Mather, Washo (Ross comes in later) pull the Deputy out of a meeting in her
office and in the staff office, they inform the Deputy that Sherrod was on CNN
non-stop, that NAACP might be reversing their statement, and that Chris Liu was
inquiring whether we would be changing course. The Deputy expressed concern
that Sherrod was attacking the Administration on TV and that our jobs as political
appointees is to protect the President. Palmieri inquired as to how we should
respond to calls coming into the office since we were told not to engage. Jett
decided all should be forwarded to the Deiphouse. Mather said that the Secy
would be going out with a statement to all employees but not issuing another
press statement.

Deputy turns on CNN for the first time and after watching 15 minutes of
coverage, leaves her office to visit with Cheryl Cook to discuss her safety.
Requests Cook’s permission to discuss situation with Secret Service.

Sometime between 4 and 5: Maisel informs the Deputy that Sherrod copied the Deputy and

Secretary on an email exchange last Thursday night where she explains that the
video clip was taken out of context,



Between 4:30 and 6:30 the focus is Cook. Deputy asks Jett for JT Stroud’s phone number. Jett

6:00ish

6:15ish

7:37 p;m.
7:47 p.m.

7:50 p.m.
7:53 p.m.

8:16 p.m.
8:57 p.m.
9:04 p.m.

9:06 p.m.

9:11 p.m.

9:12 p.m.

9:14 p.m.

says that she had already called Heard about monitoring Cook’s emails for
threats. Deputy calls Stroud. Deputy calls OIG Wong. Deputy calls Mike-
Edwards at Ethics to see if USDA can pay for hotel. Deputy again visits with
Cook, along with Tsonager. Invites Cook to her home for the evening and/or
encourages her to seek a hotel. Cook insists on driving home. Deputy calls
Edwards to inquire whether Tsonager can pay for security detail. Deputy again
visits Cook to give her Deputy’s parking pass. Sheryl Maddox arrives in Cooks
office at that time to monitor emails. Deputy and Maddox discuss the need for
Maddox to reach out to State Police in Cook’s home vicinity to alert them of the
situation. Deputy speaks to guards at Apron asking that they escort Cook to her
car when she departs and to watch for her arrival in the morning.

Deputy seeks out Ross to brief her on her actions concerning Cook. Jett walks by
— Deputy updates her quickly. Deputy suggests that when Jett next speaks to the
Secy, that they consider the Obama McCrystal speech, which acknowledged the
General’s outstanding service to the country.

Deputy asks Maisel to print out copy of email sent by Sherrod Thursday night to
public email and reads for the first time. Departs for residence.

Deputy emails Cook asking for confirmation that she arrived safely home.

- Cook responds she is safely on her way.

Deputy calls Ross. Discussed current CNN coverage that had turned from a focus
on race to the anatomy of decision making.

Deputy calls Washo to discuss develop story line on USDA’s decision process.
Reports of email copied by Sherrod.

Jett calls Deputy to discuss email.

Cooks responds she is safe at home and that State Police are patrolling.
Jett calls to request a copy of email

Deputy thanks Cook for update.

Deputy calls Maisel to ask him about possibility of accessing email account from
home. '

Eve calls Maisel to ask him to retrieve email from office -

Maisel calls Deputy to let her know that he is returning to office to return email



9:17 pm. - Jett calls to let Deputy know that Maisel needs to go into the office to forward a
copy.

9:24 p.m. Maddux reports Cook confirmation that Cook has arrived safely home.

9:27 p.m. Deputy acknowledges receipt of Maddux email.

9:34 p.m. Deputy emails Secretary to report that Maisel was heading to office to retrieve
email from Sherrod and of Cook arrival home safely.

9:41 p.m. Maisel forwards email to Jett, Eve and Washo

Wednesday 22™

6:45 a.m. Jett forwards email from Mather sharing new public statement.

7:30 a.m. Jett emails Deputy asking if she can open meeting, as shé will be briefing
Tonsager for hearing

7:35 am. Depﬁty calls Jett and asks what the plan is. Jett does not say.

8:15 Leonard speaks with Deputy outside her office. Expresses disappointment that he
was not consulted. Leonard says that Reid signed off on statements and process.

8:20 Lavallee informs Deputy that OC has instructed all Dept. leaders to not speak

with the press on this topic.

Sometime in the morning  Deputy calls Silverman in California to inquire as to OGC’s role in

11:30 a.m.

1:00 p.m.

the decisionmaking process. Silverman says he was informed of the decision
Monday evening after it had been made.

Deputy seeks meeting with Secretary

Deputy meets with Secretary to hear his plan to resolve the situation. Deputy
suggests decisionmaking is too insular, noting that, for example, neither Civil
Right nor OGC were consulied.



Kamerri

From: Lavallee, Aaron

Sent: Monday, July 19, 2010 8:45 PM
To: Kamerri

Subject: Fw: Googie Alert - Vilsack

From: Google Alerts

To: Lavallee, Aaron

Sent: Mon Jui 19 20:42:53 2010
Subject: Google Alert - Vilsack

" News e 35'new:revs’ults.for Vilsack
US Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack talks renewable energy, farm issues in ...

Farm and Dairy

by Chris Kick WOOSTER, Ohio —Touting a new agriculture and a new economy for America, US Secretary of Agriculture Tom

Vilsack and US Rep. ...
See all stories on this topic »

USDA Official Who Withheld Help from White Farmer Resigns

Big Governmnent (blog

... and I strongly condemn any act of discrimination against any person,” Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack said in a written
statement. ... ’

See all stories on this topic »

USDA Launches 'Know Your Farmer, Know Your Food' Website

Gourmet Retailer ]

... and regional food systems, we can spur job growth in our rural communities and ultimately strengthen American agriculture,” said
Secretary Vilsack, .., : ' ‘

See all stories on this topic »

Tip: Use a minus sign (-) in front éf‘ terms ih -yéiir ﬁuery that you want to exclude.. Learn more.

Remove this alert.
Create another alert.
Manage your alerts.



Kamerri

From: , Lavallee, Aaron

Sent: Monday, July 19, 2010 8:45 PM
To: Kamerri

Subject: Fw; Google Alert - USDA

From: Google Alerts

To: Lavallee, Aaron

Sent: Mon Jul 19 20:25:57 2010
Subject: Google Alert USDA

News S e snow rosults for USDA

Video Shows USDA Official Saying She Didn't Give 'Full Force' of Help to White ...

FOXMNews

"There is zero tolerance for discrimination at USDA, and I strongly condemnn any act of discrimination against any
person," Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack ...

See all stoties on this topic »

USDA crop and weather report {or July 19

Bismarck Farm & Ranch Guide

For the week ending July 18, wheat harvest was in full swing in southwestern counties and had begun in the Panhandle, according to
USDA's National ... '

See all stories on this topic »

USDA invites comments on Asparagus Revenue Loss Program

Review Messenger

WASHINGTON, July 19, 2010 — Farm Service Agency Administrator Jonathan Coppess today armounced that USDA is accepting
comments on its proposed rule to ..

See all stories on this topic »

USDA funds now available for livestock, bee losses

pMachineFinder

More than $13 million was released by the USDA to help farmers and ranchers who experienced losses Jast year that were tied to
weather, disease or other ...

See all stories on this topic »

HRW: New Burmese Military Party Undermines Free Elections

Voice of America ‘

Human Rights Watch Monday called the government’s decision to allow the Union Solidarity and Development Association, or
USDA, to disband and transfer its ...

See all stories on this topic »

Tip: Use a plus sign (+) to match a term in your query exactly as is.. Learn more,

Remove this alert.
Create another alert.
Manage your alerts,
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To:.
Cc: .
Subject: Fw FULL TRANSCRIPT: SHIRLEY SHERRQOD

From: , Jett, Carole fw
Sent: 1esd : (U']

Importance: High

" Carole Jett
Deputy Chief of Staff

[ A
Exemption (b)(6)

From; Mather, Chris

To: Berge, John; Harden, Krysta; Washo, Kevin; Jett, Carole; Ross, Karen -ChiefOfStaff
Sent: Tue Jul 20 08:08:20 2010 _

Subject: Fw: FULL TRANSCRIPT: SHIRLEY SHERROD

CNN American Morning talked to Sherrod. Transcript below.
Chris Mather

From: Chan, Stephanle

To: Mather, Chris; Delong, Justin; Weaver, Caleb
Sent: Tue Jul 20 07:46:21 2010

Subject: Fw: FULL TRANSCRIPT: SHIRLEY SHERROD

Rest of the transcri pt.

I'm trying to see if | can find the clip onliné. Esp interested in hearing the full response from this response-

Shirley Sherred: [F | TRIED TO FIGHT IT AND DIDN'T HAVE ANY SUPPORT FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE, WHAT -- WHAT.

Stephanie Chan

Press Asmstant Office of Commumcatlons ’

Exemption (b)(6)

From: Kaplan, Karrah

To: Chan, Stephanie

Sent: Tue Jul 20 07:37:13 2010

Subject: FW: FULL TRANSCRIPT: SHIRLEY SHERROD

updated

From: McCandless, Brittany
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 7:37 AM



) To: Kréft, James; Dalberto, Emily; Manning, Regina; Kapian, Karrah
Subject: FULL TRANSCRIPT: SHIRLEY SHERROD

MISSING PART BELOW IN RED:

American Morning transcript

Kiran Chetry and John Roberts interview Shirley Sherrod, a black Agriculture Department employee, who resigned
Monday after conservative media outlets aired a video of her telling an audience she had not given a white farmer “the full
force of what | could do” fo help him save the family farm. She says the charges of racism are wrong

MISSING PART BELOW IN RED:

Kiran Chetry: THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE ACCEPTS THE RESIGNATION OF AN EMPLOYEE .
AFTER A VIDEO SURFACED SHOWING HER TELLING AN AUDIENCE THAT SHE WITHHELD ASSISTANCE TO A
WHITE FARMER BECAUSE OF HIS RACE. LET'S LISTEN TO WHAT SHE TOLD THE NAACP. DOES THAT VIDEO
TELL THE WHOLE STORY? JOINING US NOW ON THE PHONE FROM ALBANY, GEORGIA, SHERRI SHERROD
HERSELF. THANKS FOR BEING WITH US THIS MORNING, SHIRLEY,

Shirley Sherrod: THANK YOU.

Kiran Chetry: YOU SAY THIS WAS PART OF THE STORY AND THAT IT WAS PART THAT WAS SPLICED ENOUGH
TO SHOW YOU IN A BAD LIGHT, THAT THIS ISN'T THE WHOLE STORY. WILL YOU FINISH FOR US HOW THIS
ENED?

Shirley Sherrod: OKAY. | WAS SPEAKING TO THAT GROUP LIKE I'VE DONE MANY GROUPS AND | TELL THEM
ABOUT A TIME WHEN | THOUGHT THE ISSUE WAS RACE AND RACE ONLY. AND § TELL THEM THE STORY OF
HOW | WORKED WITH A WHITE FARMER BACK IN 1986. | WAS NOT WORKING FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE. | WAS WORKING WITH AND NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION ASSISTING FARMERS THROUGHOUT
SOUTH GEORGIA AND THE SOUTHEAST. AND THIS FARMER CAME TO ME FOR HELP. | WAS TELLING THE
STORY ABOUT HOW WORKING WITH HIM HELPED ME TO SEE THAT THE ISSUE IS NOT ABOUT RACE, IT'S
ABOUT THOSE WHO HAVE VERSUS THOSE WHO DO NOT HAVE. AND | TELL HOW | TOOK HIM TO A LAWYER
WHO | THOUGHT WOULD HELP HIM. IN THE END, THAT LAWYER DIDN'T. IN THE END, | HAD TO FRANTICLY
LOOK FOR A LAWYER BECAUSE WHEN USDA LIFTED -- I'M SORRY. WHEN THE COURTS LIFTED THE
INJUNCTION AGAINST USDA IN MAY OF 1987, THIS WHITE FARMER WAS 1 OF 13 THAT WAS FORECLOSED ON
BY THE STATE OF GEORGIA. | HAD TO FRANTICLY FIND A LAWYER WHO WOULD FILE A CHAPTER 11 TO STOP
THE FORECLOSURE. HE COULDN'T -- AT THAT TIME WE HAD UP TO 12 -

Kiran Chetry: BUT LET ME SAID -- YOU SAID YOU DIDN'T KNOW ENOUGH, DIDN'T GIVE HIM THE FULL FORCE
OF WHAT YOU COULD DO. YOU SAID YOU REFERRED HIM TO THE LAWYER WHO WAS WHITE AND PERHAPS
HE COULD HELP HIM. WHAT DID YOU MEAN BY THAT?

Shirley Sherrod: WHAT | MEANT WAS, | DIDN'T KNOW ANYONE ELSE, | DIDN'T KNOW ANOTHER LAWYER AT
THAT TIME WHO WAS LOCAL, WHO KNEW SOMETHING ABOUT CHAPTER 12. BUT | THOUGHT IF | TOOK HIM TO
AWHITE LAWYER, HE WOULD DEFINITELY DO ALL THAT HE COULD TO HELP SAVE HIS FARM.

John Roberts: MS. SHERROD LET'S MAKE IT CLEAR THOUGH. THIS HAPPENED 24 YEARS AGO. YOU
EVENTUALLY WORKED WITH THIS WHITE FARMER, YOU EVENTUALL BECAME FRIENDS, YOU SAY, WITH THE
FARMER AND HIS WIFE. SO THE QUESTION | HAVE IS, WHEN THE US DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE CAME
TO YOU AND SAID YOU HAVE TO STEP DOWN, WHY DIDN'T YOU JUST SAY WAIT A MINUTE, YOU DON'T KNOW
THE FULL STORY, HERE'S THE FULL STORY, WHY SHOULD | STEP DOWN?

Shirley Sherrod: | DID SAY THAT. BUT THEY FOR SOME REASON, THE STUFF THAT FOX AND THE TEA PARTY
DOES IS SCARING THE ADMINISTRATION. I TOLD... | TOLD THEM GET THE WHOLE TAPE AND LOOK AT HOW |
TELL PEOPLE WE HAVE TO GET BEYOND RACE AND START WORKING TOGETHER.

John Roberts: | THINK THAT MANY PEOPLE AT HOME MIGHT BE THINKING, IF YOU'RE RECOUNTING AN OLD
STORY, WHY DID YOU SUCCUMB TO PRESSURE TO STEP DOWN, WHY DIDN'T YOU TRY TO FIGHT THIS?

Shirley Sherrod: IF | TRIED TO FIGHT IT AND DIDN'T HAVE ANY SUPPORT FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE, WHAT -- WHAT.
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Kiran Chetry: BEN JEALOUS REFERRED TO YOU AND THIS SURFACING OF THE TAPE, "HER ACTIONS WERE
SHAMEFUL. WHILE SHE WENT ON TO EXPLAIN IN THE STORY, SHE ULTIMATELY REALIZED HER MISTAKE AS
WELL AS THE COMMON PREDICAMENT OF WORKING PEOPLE OF ALL RACES. SHE GAVE NO INDICATION SHE
HAD ATTEMPTED TO RIGHT THE WRONG SHE HAD DONE TO THIS MAN." AND THE REACTION FROM MANY IN
THE AUDIENCE IS DISTURBING. THIS 1S FROM BEN JEALOUS. DID YOU TRY TO CLARIFY WITH THE NAACP
YOUR STORY?

Shirley Sherrod: NO, | HAVEN'T HAD HAD A CHANCE TO TALK TO ANYONE. ALL OF THIS WAS HAPPENING SO
FAST. AND IT'S UNFORTUNATE THAT THE NAACP WOULD MAKE A STATEMENT WITHOUT EVEN CHECKING TO
SEE WHAT HAPPENED. THIS WAS 24 YEARS AGO AND I'M TELLING A STORY TO TRY TO UNITE PEOPLE WITH
THAT NOW.

John Roberts: CERTAINLY YOU'RE COMING OUT AND TELLING YOUR STORY NOW TAKES IT TO A DIFFERENT
LEVEL AND OBVIOUSLY WE'RE GOING TO KEEP FOLLOWING THIS. IT IS GOOD TO GET YOUR SIDE OF IT.
SHERRI SH SHERLY SHERROD, FORMER DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE OFFICIAL. PERHAPS WE CAN GET
YOU BACK ON AGAIN, GET YOUR FACE ON TV AS WELL AND TALK TO YOU MORE ABOUT THIS AS THIS STORY
CONTINUES TO DEVELOP.

Shirley Sherrod: | DON'T MIND.
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Kamerri

From: Jett, Carole

Sent: Wednesday, July 21, 2010 6:45 AM

To: Rollerson, Cherylene -USDA; Markovich, Amanda; Trollinger, Shelia -USDA; Wood, Maureen;
Cc: Exempt/on (b)(6) Palmieri, Suzanne; Ross, Karen -ChiefOfStaff

Subject: ; lture Secretary Tom Vilsack Regarding Remarks in Video From

Shlrley Sherrod
Attachments: image001.jpg

Here is our mdst recent statement.
Carole Jett
Deputy Chief of Staff

Br

Exemption ( b)( 6)

From: Mather, Chris

To: Jett, Carole; Ross, Karen -ChiefOfStaff; Berge, John; Harden, Krysta

Sent: Wed Jul 21 05:17:54 2010

Subject: Fw: Statement from Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack Regarding Remarks in Video From Shirley Sherrod

This went at 2
Chris Mather

From: Chan, Stephanie

Sent: Wed Jul 21 02:07:06 2010

. Subject: Statement from Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack Regarding Remarks in Video From Shirley Sherrod
UNITED STATES SEPARTMENT QF .&GRIC UE.TEJEE

Statement
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Release No. PENDING . Contact:
USDA Office of Communications
(202) 720-4623

Statement from Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack Regarding Remarks in Video
From Shirley Sherrod

WASHINGTON, July 21, 2010 - Agricuiture Secretary Tom Vilsack tonight released
the following statement in response to the release of remarks in video from Shirley
Sherrod:

"l am of course willing and will conduct a thorough review and consider additional facts
to ensure to the American people we are providing services in a fair and equitable
manner.”




USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA,
Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272
(voice), or (202} 720-6382 (TDD).

Stephanie Chan

Press Assistant, Office of Communications
U.S. Department of Agriculture

Exemption  (b)(6)




Palmieri, Suzanne

From: Jett, Carole

Sent: '

To: Exemption  (b)(6)
Cc: P AlTHEHT, SUZaliie
Subject: Today

Georgia rd dir resigned. Will fill you in.
Carole Jett : :

Deputy Chief of Staff

USDA

Exemption (b)(6)




Palmieri, Suzanne

From: Jett, Carole
Sent:
To:

Ce: :
Subject: Fw: final

Carole Jett
Deputy Chief of Staff
DA

Exemption (b)(6)

From: Mather, Chris

To: Berge, John; Ross, Karen -ChiefQOfStaff; Jett, Carole; Harden, Krysta; Delong, Justin; Weaver, Caleb
Sent: Mon Jul 19 18:35:49 2010

Subject: Fw: final

Will push send shortly.
Chris Mather

From: Gavin, Tom

To: Mather, Chris; JER=Clrl /T RN(VI(¢)
Cc: Cherlin, Reid H, _

Sent: Mon Jul 19 18:32:13 2010
Subject: final

Chris —

Exemption 5

Today, | accepted Ms. Sherrod’s resignation. There is zero tolerance for discrimination at USDA, and | strongly condemn
any act of discrimination against any person. We have been working hard through the past 18 months to reverse the
checkered civil rights history at the department and take the issue of fairness and equality very seriously. '



Palmieri, Suzanne

From: Jett, Carole
Sent:
To:

Cc: almiert,
Subject: Fw: WCBS story on Sherod

Fyi

Carole Jett

Deputy Chief of Staff
USDA

Exemption (b)(6)

From: Mather, Chris

To: Ross, Karen -ChiefOfStaff; Jett, Carole; Berge, John; Harden, Krysta
Sent: Mon Jul 19 15:52:19 2010

Subject: Fw: WCBS story on Sherod

FYt

Chris Mather

From: Maloney, Wayne

To: Mather, Chris

Cc: Zaing, Lisa; Cook, Cheryl; Weaver, Caleb; Delong, Justin
Sent: Mon Jul 19 15:31:29 2010

Subject: WCBS story on Sherod

SHOCK: Video Suggests Racism At NAACP Event

NEW YORK (CBS) —

to enlarge
1of1

Shirley Sherrod, USDA Rural Development Georgia State Director
{ ast Tuesday, the NAACP passed a resoclution condemning racism in the Tea Party movement. The organization’s delegates called on Tea
Party leaders to “repudiate those in their ranks who use racist language in their signs and speeches."

Tea Party members and supporters saw the resolution as a condemnation of the group itself, which calls for fiscal responsibility, restrictions on
governmental power, and backs political candidates who claim the same.

The NAACP’s action caught the attention of Andrew Breitbart of BigGovernment.com, who said the controversy was "absolutely manufactured
for political gain," in a summer "in which the economy is the number one issue affecting blacks and whites in this country. This country can ill
afford the schism of race {0 be exploited the way [he is] based upon the faise premise of the Tea Party being racist.”

He also claimed to possess recorded evidence of racism from the NAACP.

On Monday, Breitbart posted a video of a speech by Shirley Sherrod, USDA Rural Development Georgia State Director, delivered at the
NAACP's 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet. -



The video shows Sherrod speaking of racial considerations being a factor for how much help she would give.

"The first time | was faced with having to help a white farmer save his farm, he took a long time talking but he was trying to show me he was
superior to me. | know what he was doing, but he had come to me for help. VWhat he didn't know while he was taking all that time trying to show
me he was superior to me was, | was trying to decide just how much help | was going to give him,” Sherrod said.

"I was struggling with the fact that so many black people had lost their farmland, and here | was faced with having to help a white person save
their land. So | didn't give him the full force of what | could do. | did enough,” Sherrod said. "So that when he, | assumed the Department of
Agriculture had sent him to me, either that or the Georgia Departrent of Agriculture, and he needed to go back and report that { did try to help
him." )

In the video, Sherrod also spoke of referring the white farmer to a white lawyer, thinking the latter would be more sympathetic because of race.
"So | took him to a white lawyer that had attended some of training that we had provided because Chapter 12 bankruptey had just been enacted
for the family farm. So | figured if | take him to one of them, that his own kind would take care of him."



Palmieri, Suzanne

From: Jett, Carole
Sent;
To:
Cc: i '

Subject: Fw FULL TRANSCRIPT SHIRLEY SHERROD

Importance: High,

Carole Jett
Deputy Chief of Staff

1A
Exemption (b)(6)

From:; Mather, Chris

To: Berge, John; Harden, Krysta; Washo, Kevnn Jett, Carole; Ross, Karen -ChiefOfStaff
Sent: Tue Jul 20 08:08:20 2010

Subject: Fw: FULL TRANSCRIPT: SHIRLEY SHERRQOD

CNN American Morning talked to Sherrod. Transcript below.
Chris Mather

From: Chan, Stephanie ’

- To: Mather, Chris; DeJong, Justin; Weaver, Caleb
Sent: Tue Jul 20 07:46:21 2010
Subject: Fw: FULL TRANSCRIPT: SHIRLEY SHERROD

Rest of the transcript.

I'm trying to see if | can find the clip online. Esp interested in hearing the full response from this response-

Shirley Sherrod: IF | TRIED TO FIGHT IT AND DIDN'T HAVE ANY SUPPORT FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE, WHAT -- WHAT.

Stephanie Chan

Press Assistant, Office of Communications

U.S. Department of Agriculture '
Exemption (b)(6)

From: Kaplan, Karrah

To: Chan, Stephanie

Sent: Tue Jul 20 07:37:13 2010

Subject: FW: FULL TRANSCRIPT: SHIRLEY SHERROD

updated

From: McCandless, Brittany
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 7:37 AM -



To: Kraft, James; Dalberto, Emily; Manning, Regina; Kaplan, Karrah
Subject: FULL TRANSCRIPT: SHIRLEY SHERROD

MISSING PART BELOW IN RED:

Ametrican Morning transcript

~ Kiran Chetry and John Roberts interview Shirley Sherrod, a black Agriculture Department employee, who resigned
Menday after conservative media outlets aired a video of her telling an audience she had not given a white farmer "the full
force of what | could do" to help him save the family farm. She says the charges of racism are wrong

MISSING PART BELOW IN RED:

Kiran Chetry: THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE ACCEPTS THE RESIGNATION OF AN EMPLOYEE
AFTER A VIDEO SURFACED SHOWING HER TELLING AN AUDIENCE THAT SHE WITHHELD ASSISTANCE TO A
WHITE FARMER BECAUSE OF HIS RACE. LET'S LISTEN TO WHAT SHE TOLD THE NAACP. DOES THAT VIDEO
TELL THE WHOLE STORY? JOINING US NOW ON THE PHONE FROM ALBANY, GEORGIA, SHERRI SHERROD
HERSELF. THANKS FOR BEING WITH US THIS MORNING, SHIRLEY.

Shirley Sherrod: THANK YOU.

Kiran Chetry: YOU SAY THIS WAS PART OF THE STORY AND THAT IT WAS PART THAT WAS SPLICED ENOUGH
TO SHOW YOU IN A BAD LIGHT, THAT THIS ISN'T THE WHOLE STORY. WILL YOU FINISH FOR US HOW THIS
ENED?

Shirley Sherrod: OKAY. | WAS SPEAKING TO THAT GROUP LIKE I'VE DONE MANY GROUPS AND | TELL THEM
ABOUT A TIME WHEN | THOUGHT THE ISSUE WAS RACE AND RACE ONLY. AND | TELL THEM THE STORY OF
HOW | WORKED WITH A WHITE FARMER BACK IN 1986. | WAS NOT WORKING FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE. | WAS WORKING WITH AND NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION ASSISTING FARMERS THROUGHOUT
SOUTH GEORGIA AND THE SOUTHEAST. AND THIS FARMER CAME TO ME FOR HELP. | WAS TELLING THE
STORY ABOUT HOW WORKING WITH HIM HELPED ME TO SEE THAT THE ISSUE 1S NOT ABOUT RACE, IT'S
ABOUT THOSE WHO HAVE VERSUS THOSE WHO DO NOT HAVE. AND { TELL HOW | TOOK HIM TO A LAWYER
WHO | THOUGHT WOULD HELP HIM. IN THE END, THAT LAWYER DIDN'T. iN THE END, | HAD TO FRANTICLY
LOOK FOR A LAWYER BECAUSE WHEN USDA LIFTED -- I'M SORRY. WHEN THE COURTS LIFTED THE
INJUNCTION AGAINST USDA IN MAY OF 1987, THIS WHITE FARMER WAS 1 OF 13 THAT WAS FORECLOSED ON
BY THE STATE OF GEORGIA. | HAD TO FRANTICLY FIND A LAWYER WHO WOULD FILE A CHAPTER 11 TO STOP
THE FORECLOSURE. HE COULDN'T -- AT THAT TIME WE HAD UP TO 12 -

Kiran Chetry: BUT LET ME SAID -- YOU SAID YOU DIDN'T KNOW ENOUGH, DIDN'T GIVE HiM THE FULL FORCE
OF WHAT YOU COULD DO. YOU SAID YOU REFERRED HiM TO THE LAWYER WHO WAS WHITE AND PERHAPS
HE COULD HELP HIM. WHAT DID YOU MEAN BY THAT?

Shirley Sherrod: WHAT | MEANT WAS, | DIDN'T KNOW ANYONE ELSE, 1 DIDN'T KNOW ANOTHER LAWYER AT
THAT TIME WHO WAS LOCAL, WHO KNEW SOMETHING ABOUT CHAPTER 12. BUT { THOUGHT IF | TOOK HIM TO
A WHITE LAWYER, HE WOULD DEFINITELY DO ALL THAT HE COULD TO HELP SAVE HIS FARM.

John Roberts: MS. SHERROD LET'S MAKE IT CLEAR THOUGH. THIS HAPPENED 24 YEARS AGO. YOU
EVENTUALLY WORKED WITH THIS WHITE FARMER, YOU EVENTUALL BECAME FRIENDS, YOU SAY, WITH THE
FARMER AND HIS WIFE. SO THE QUESTION | HAVE IS, WHEN THE US DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE CAME
TO YOU AND SAID YOU HAVE TO STEP DOWN, WHY DIDN'T YOU JUST SAY WAIT A MINUTE, YOU DON'T KNOW
THE FULL STORY, HERE’S THE FULL STORY, WHY SHOULD { STEP DOWN?

Shirley Sherrod: | DID SAY THAT. BUT THEY FOR SOME REASON, THE STUFF THAT FOX AND THE TEA PARTY
DOES IS SCARING THE ADMINISTRATION. 1 TOLD... | TOLD THEM GET THE WHOLE TAPE AND LOOK AT HOW |
TELL PEOPLE WE HAVE TO GET BEYOND RACE AND START WORKING TOGETHER.

John Roberts: | THINK THAT MANY PEOPLE AT HOME MIGHT BE THINKING, IF YOU'RE RECOUNTING AN oLD
STORY, WHY DID YOU SUCCUMB TO PRESSURE TO STEP DOWN, WHY DIDN'T YOU TRY TO FIGHT THIS?

Shirley Sherrod: IF | TRIED TO FIGHT IT AND DIDN'T HAVE ANY SUPPORT FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE, WHAT -- WHAT.

2



Kiran Chetry: BEN JEALCUS REFERRED TO YOU AND THIS SURFACING OF THE TAPE, "HER ACTIONS WERE
SHAMEFUL. WHILE SHE WENT ON TO EXPLAIN IN THE STORY, SHE ULTIMATELY REALIZED HER MISTAKE A3
WELL AS THE COMMON PREDICAMENT OF WORKING PEOPLE OF ALL RACES. SHE GAVE NO INDICATION SHE
HAD ATTEMPTED TO RIGHT THE WRONG SHE HAD DONE TO THIS MAN." AND THE REACTION FROM MANY IN
THE AUDIENCE IS DISTURBING. THIS 1S FROM BEN JEALOUS. BID YOU TRY TO CLARIFY WITH THE NAACP
YOUR STORY?

Shirley Sherrod: NO, | HAVEN'T HAD HAD A CHANCE TO TALK TO ANYONE. ALL OF THIS WAS HAPPENING SO
FAST. AND iT'S UNFORTUNATE THAT THE NAACP WOULD MAKE A STATEMENT WITHOUT EVEN CHECKING TO
'SEE WHAT HAPPENED. THIS WAS 24 YEARS AGO AND I'M TELLING A STORY TO TRY TO UNITE PEOPLE WITH
THAT NOW.

John Roberts: CERTAINLY YOU'RE COMING OUT AND TELLING YOUR STORY NOW TAKES IT TO A DIFFERENT
LEVEL AND OBVIOUSLY WE'RE GOING TO KEEP FOLLOWING. THIS. IT IS GOOD TO GET YOUR SIDE OF IT.
SHERRI SH SHERLY SHERROD, FORMER DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE OFFICIAL. PERHAPS WE CAN GET
YOU BACK ON AGAIN, GET YOUR FACE ON TV AS WELL AND TALK TO YOU MORE ABOUT THIS AS THIS STORY
CONTINUES TO DEVELOP.

Shirley Sherrod: | DON'T MIND.



Palmieri, Suzanne

From: Jett, Carole

Sent: Wednesday, July 21, 2010 6:45 AM

To: _ RoEIerson Cherytene -USDA; Markovich, Amanda; Trollinger, Shelia -USDA; Wood, Maureen;
Cc: Exemption (b)(6) Palmieri, Suzanne; Ross, Karen -ChiefOfStaff

Subject: a Iture Secretary Tom Vilsack Regarding Remarks in Video From

Sharley Sherrod

Here is our most recent statement.
Carole Jett -
Deputy Chief of Staff

LA
Exemption (b)(6)

From: Mather, Chris

To: Jett, Carole; Ross, Karen -ChiefOfStaff; Berge, John; Harden, Krysta

Sent: Wed Jul 21 05:17:54 2010

Subject: Fw: Statement from Agricuiture Secretary Tom Vilsack Regarding Remarks in Video From Shirley Sherrod

This went at 2
Chris Mather

From: Chan, Stephanie

Sent: Wed Jul 21 02:07:06 2010

Sub'ect Statement from Agricuiture Secretary Tom Vilsack Regarding Remarks in Video From Shirley Sherrod
- UNITED STATES DEPAETMENT SFAG HIQULTE ER‘E

Statement

i'}ffim af i.mmmumsai‘;ﬂm s mta s e Tt T et St A 1 e e B e P eI gt e ol e
400 ﬁ"t{.’fxﬂpﬁﬂdaﬂﬁf ;ﬁvamﬂ, B Wa rs?mgtcm CCITR0A300 Volos: 208 JEF3533 Emai ernmﬁ"‘@uzda rielig CWaks wwwimda, o

Release No. PENDING : Contact:
: USDA Office of Communications
(202) 720-4623

Statement from Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack Regarding Remarks in Video
From Shirley Sherrod

WASHINGTON, July 21, 2010 - Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack tonight released
the following statement in response to the release of remarks in video from Shirley
Sherrod:

"I am of course willing and will conduct a thorough review and consider additional facts
tfo ensure to the American people we are prowdlng services in a fair and equitable
manner."




USDA is an egual opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA,
Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave. , SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272
(voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).

Stephanie Chan

Press Assistant, Office of Communications
U.S. Department of Agriculture

Exemption (b)(6)



Maisel, Chad

From:
Sent:
T p: . Exemption R (b)( 6)
cc: Exemption
| . (b))
. Subject:

Dear Ms. Sherrod:

I receﬁtly came across a video of your speech at the NAACP 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet in Dougias
Coffee County, GA: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=62hPa37v2]4

In the video, you stated that you did not help a white farmer with the "full force of what [you] could do” when
he sought your help. From the context of your speech, you seem to imply that the "amount” of help you
provided was due to the color of his skin (white) and because of your sympathy and preference for black
farmers. ' ' '

Are your comments and the context of the comments in your speech correct? As Georgia's USDA Rural
Development State Director, do you believe your comments were appropriate?

Thank you,
George Ko

George Ko : -
Exemption  (b)(6) o .



Maisel, Chad

From: = . Exemption | (b)(6)
Sent: Thursday. July 15, 2010 7:07 PM
-(IZ;?: Exemption  (b)(6)
Exemption  (b)(6) Merrigan, Kathleen
Subject:

Annual Freedom Fund Banquet

My words were taken out of context. | told about something that happened in 1986 when | was faced with having to help a
white farmer save his farm. When so many black farmers were losing their. My point was that ! initially did not do all that |
could but in the process realized it was not about black versus white but about poor people or those who have versus
those who do not.

If they will use all that | said you see that | talked about what | did to save that white farmers farm and from there went to
help hundreds of other white farmers

I use the story to try to get people to move beyond race and work together
| feel deeply hurt that someone would takeé my words out of context and try to make them mean something else
My record of work for others for 45 years will show my love for people and for faimess

Shirley Sherrod

Sent using BIackBerry

From: George Ko Exemption  (b)(6)
To: Sherrod, Shirley ~ Ather ;

Exemption b6 H i 3 H Exemption (b)(6)
Exemption

Thomas,

Sent: Thu Jul lé 15:33:41 2010 ,
Subject: Regarding Ms. Sherrod’'s Comments at the NAACP 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet

Dear Ms. Sherrod:

I recently came across a video of your speech at the NAACP 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet in Douglas
Coffee County, GA:A http://www.youtube. com/watch‘?v—62hPa3 7v2J4

In the video, you stated that you did not help a white farmer With the "fult force of what [you] could do" when
he sought your help. From the context of your speech, you seem to imply that the "amount" of help you
provided was due to the color of his skin (white) and because of your sympathy and preference for black
farmers. A

Are your comments and the context of the comments in your speech correct? As Georgia's USDA Rural
DevelopmentA State Director, do you believe your comments were appropriate?A

Thank you,

George Ko



George Ko '
Exemption (b)(6)




Maisel, Chad

From: ' Jett, Carole
Sent: o Tuesday, July 20, 2010 9:53 PM
To: ' Maisel, Chad
Subject: Re: Regarding Ms. Sherrod's Comments at the NAACP 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet
Chad. Thx.
Carole Jett
Deputy Chief of Staff
- USDA

Exemption (b)(6)

From: Maisel, Chad

To: Eve, Malcolm; Jett, Carole; Washo, Kevin
Sent: Tue Jui 20 21:40:38 2010 -

Subject: FW: Regarding Ms. Sherrod's Comm
Email train from 7/15 with DS’ public account

al Freedom Fund Banquet
cced

Exemption (b)(6)

Exemption  (b)(6) Merrigan, Kathleen 4
Subject: Re: Regarding Ms. Sherrod’s Comments at the NAACP 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet~..J-

My words were taken out of context. | told about something that happened in 1986 when | was facéd with having to help a
white farmer save his farm. When so many black farmers were losing their. My point was that | initially did not do all that |
could but in the process realized it was not about black versus white but about poor people or those who have versus

. those who do not.

If they will use all that | said you see that | talked about what | did to save that white farmers farm and from there went to
help hundreds of other white farmers

| use the story to try to get people to move beyond race and work together
| feel deeply hurt that someone would take my words out of context and try to make them mean something else
My record of work for others for 45 years will show my love for people and for fairness

Shirley Sherrod

Sent using BIakaerry

From George Ko Exemption  (b)(6)
Al

Exemption b6 igs : Exemption b6
Exemption b6

Donnie - Athens,
Sent: Thu Jul 15 15:33:41 2010 7
Subject: Regarding Ms. Sherrod's Comments at the NAACP 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet

'Dear Ms. Sherrod;



I recently came across a video of your speech at the NAACP 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet in Douglas
Coffee County, GA:A http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=62hPa37v2]4

In the video, you stated that you did not help a white farmer with the "full force of what [you] could do" when
he sought your help. From the context of your speech, you seem to imply that the "amount” of help you
provided was due to the color of his skin (white) and because of your sympathy and preference for black
farmers.A

Are your comments and the context of the comments in your speech correct? As Georgia's USDA Rural
DevelopmentA State Director, do you believe your comments were appropriate?A

Thank you,

‘George Ko

Exemption (b)(6)



Maisel, Chad

From: . Jett, Carole

Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 9:59 PM

To: Maisel, Chad; Eve, Malcalm; Washo, Kevin

Subject: Re: Regarding Ms. Sherrod’'s Comments at the NAACP 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet

Chad. When did you discover this message?

Carole Jett
Deputy Chief of Staff
USDA

Exemption 'b)(6)

From: Maisel, Chad

To: Eve, Malcolm; Jett, Carole; Washo, Kevin
Sent: Tue Jul 20 21:40:38 2010

Subject: FW: Regarding Ms. Sherrod's Comme
Email train from 7/15 with DS’ public account

reedom Fund Banquet
cced

, Exemptlon (b) ( 6)

My words were taken out of context. | told about something that happenead in 1986 when | was faced with having to help a
white farmer save his farm. When so many black farmers were losing their. My point was that | initially did not do all that |
could but in the process realized it was not about black versus white but about poor people or those who have versus
those who do not. .

If they will use all that | said you see that | talked about what | did to save that white farmers farm and from there went to
help hundreds of other white farmers .

{ use the story to try to get people to move beyond race and work together
| feel deeply hurt that someone would take my words out of context and try to make them mean sorﬁething else
My record of work for others for 45 years will show my love for people and for fairness

Shirley Sherrod

Sent using BlackBerry

From: George Ko <georgeko@gmail.com>
To: Sherrod, Shirley - Athens, GA
Exemption (b)(6)

Exemption (b)(6)
omas,

Exemption

Sent: Thu Jul 15 15:33:41 2010
Subject: Regarding Ms. Sherrod's Comments at the NAACP 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet

Dear Ms. Sherrod:



I recently came across a video of yoﬁr speech at the NAACP 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet in Douglas
Coffee County, GA:A http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=62hPa37v2J4

In the video, you stated that you did not help a white farmer with the "full force of what [you] could do" when
he sought your help. From the context of your speech, you seem to imply that the "amount" of help you

provided was due to the color of his skin (white) and because of your sympathy and preference for black
farmers.A

Are your comments and the context of the comments in your speech correct? As Georgia's USDA Rural
DevelopmentA State Director, do you believe your comments were appropriate? A

Thank you,
George Ko

- George Ko 3
Exemption (b)(6)



Maisel, Chad

From: ~ Jett, Carole

Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 10:07 PM

To: ' ’ Maisel, Chad

Subject: Re: Regarding Ms. Sherrod's Comments at the NAACP 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet

No worries. When did you let the Deputy Secretary know about it?

Carole Jett .
Deputy Chief of Staff .

[ 1A
Exemption b)(6)

- From: Maisel, Chad
To: Jett, Carole; Eve, Malcolm; Washo, Kevin
Sent: Tue Jul 20 22:06:14 2010 ,
Subject: Re: Regarding Ms. Sherrod's Comments at the NAACP 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet

On Thursday. With this email account | sometimes wait to see how fhe email exchanges develop so that | can best decide -
who to send it along to. | wish | had forwarded it right away.

From: Jett, Carole

To: Maisel, Chad; Eve, Malcolm; Washo, Kevin

Sent: Tue Jul 20 21:58:40 2010

Subject: Re: Regarding Ms. Sherrod's Comments at the NAACP 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet

Chad. When did you discover this message?

Carole Jett
Deputy Chief of Staff
USDA

Exemption (b)(6)

From: Maisel, Chad

To: Eve, Malcolm; Jett, Carole; Washo, Kevin

Sent: Tue Jul 20 21:40:38 2010 _

Subject: FW: Regarding Ms. Sherrod's Comments at the NAACP 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet
Email train from 7/15 with DS’ public accoun cced

Exemption (b)(6)

Exemption  (b)(6)

Exemption

(b)(6)

My words were taken out of context. | told about something that happened in 1986 when | was faced with havingto helpa -
white farmer save his farm. When so many black farmers were losing their. My point was that { initially did not do all that |
could but in the process realized it was not about black versus white but about poor people or those who have versus
those wha do not.

If they will use all that | said you see that | talked about what | did to save that white farmers farm and from there went to
help hundreds of other white farmers



| use the story to try to get people to move beyond race and work together
| feel deeply hurt that someone would take my words out of context and tfy to make them mean something else
My record of work for others for 45 years will show my love for people and for fairness

_Shirley Sherrod

Sent using BlackBerry

From: George Ko
To Sherrod, Shirley - Athens, GA

Exemption  (b)(6)

Exemption ( b) ( 6)

Sent: Thu Jui 15 15 33:41 2010
Subject: Regarding Ms. Sherrod's Comments at the NAACP 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet

Dear Ms, Sherrod:

I recently came across a video of your speech at the NAACP 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet in Douglas
Coffee County, GA:A http: /[fwww.youtube.com/watch?v=62hPa37v2J4

In the video, you stated that you did not help a white farmer with the "full force of what [you] could do" when
he sought your help. From the context of your speech, you seem to imply that the "amount" of help you
provided was due to the color of his skin (white) and because of your sympathy and preference for black
farmers. A

- Are your comments and the context of the corfuments in your speech correct? As Georgia's USDA Rural
DevelopmentA State Director, do you believe your comments were appropriate?A

Thank you,

George Ko

George Ko

Exemption  (b)(6) l



Maisel, Chad

From: ' Jett, Carole
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 10:09 PM
To: : ' Maisel, Chad

Subject: Re: Regarding Ms. Sherrod's Comments at the NAACP 20th Annuai Freedom Fund Banquet

Thanks. Get some sleep.
Carole Jett
Deputy Chief of Staff

SDA
Exemption (b)(6)

From: Maisel, Chad

To: Jett, Carole .

Sent: Tue Jul 20 22:08:21 2010

Subject: Re: Regarding Ms. Sherrod's Comments at the NAACP 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet

This afternoon

From: Jett, Carole

To: Maisel, Chad

Sent: Tue Jul 20 22:07:24 2010

Subject: Re Regardlng Ms. Sherrod's Comments at the NAACP 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet

No worries. When did you let the Deputy Secretary know about it?
Carole Jett
Deputy Chief of Staff
. A’
Exemption (p)(6)

From: Malsel Chad

To: Jett, Carole; Eve, Malcolm; Washo ‘Kevin

Sent: Tue Jul 20 22:06:14 2010

Subject: Re: Regarding Ms. Sherrod's Comments at the NAACP 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet

On Thursday. With this email account | sometimes wait to see how the email exchanges develop so that | can best decide
who to send it along to. | wish | had forwarded it right away.

From: Jett, Carole

To: Maisel, Chad; Eve, Malcolm; Washo, Kevin

Sent: Tue Jul 20 21:58:40 2010 R

Subject: Re: Regarding Ms. Sherrod's Comments at the NAACP 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet

Chad. When did you'discover this message?

Carole Jett ,
Deputy Chief of Staff
DA

Exemption (b)(6)



From: Maisel, Chad

To: Eve, Malcolm; Jett, Carole; Washo, Kevin
Sent: Tue Jul 20 21:40:38 2010

Subject: FW: Regarding Ms. Sherrod's Comm
Email train from 7/15 with DS’ public account

Exemption ( b ) ( 6)

Exemption  (b)(6)

My words were taken out of context. | told about something that happened in 1986 when | was faced with having to help a
white farmer save his farm. When so many black farmers were losing their. My point was that | initially did not do all that |
could but in the process realized it was not about black versus white but about poor people or those who have versus
those who do not.

. If they will use all that | said you see that | talked about what | dld to save that white farmers farm and from there went to
help hundreds of other white farmers

I use the story to try to get people to move beyond race and work together
| feel deeply hurt that someone would take my words out of context and try to make them mean something else
My record of work for others for 45 years will show my love for people and for fairness

Shirley S“herrod

Sent using BlackBerry

From: George Ko JSNNRIoR NG
To: Sherrod, Shirley™=Atc a ‘
; Exempion  (b)(6) Merrigan, Kathleen (OSEC); Exemption (p)(6)

Exemption  (b)(6) FIOiNas,

Sent Thu Jul 15 15 33:41.2010
Sub]ect Regarding Ms. Sherrod's Comments at the NAACP 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet

Dear Ms. Sherrod:

1 recently came across a video of your speech at the NAACP 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet in Douglas
Coffee County, GA:A http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=62hPa37v2]4

In the video, you stated that you did not help a white farmer with the "full force of what [you] could do" when
he sought your help. From the context of your speech, you seem to imply that the "amount” of help you
provided was due to the color of his skin (white) and because of your sympathy and preference for black
farmers. A

Are your comments and the context of the comments in your speech correct? As Georgia's USDA Rural
DevelopmentA State Director, do you believe your comments were appropriate? A

Thank you,



| George Ko

George Ko |
Exemption (b)(6)



Maisel, Chad

From: Jetf, Carole
Sent: Wednesday, July 21, 2010 7:29 AM
To: Maisel, Chad

Subject: Re: Regarding Ms. Sherrod's Comments at the NAACP 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet

Have you interviewed with Astri yet?
Carole Jett
Deputy Chief of Staff

[N

Exemption (p)(6)

From: Maisel, Chad

To: Jett, Carole

Sent: Wed Jul 21 07:26:11 2010

Subject: Re: Regarding Ms. Sherrad's Comments at the NAACP 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banguet -

| would say 3:.00pm

From: Jett, Carole

To: Maisel, Chad

Sent: Wed Jul 21 07:13:18 2010

Subject: Re: Regarding Ms. Sherrod's Comments at the NAACP 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet

Chad ‘
| am putting a tick tock together Do you know time?
Carole Jett ,

Deputy Chief of Staff
DA

Exemption (b)(6)

From: Maisel, Chad
To: Jett, Carole
* Sent: Tue Jul 20 22:08:21 2010
Subject: Re: Regarding Ms. Sherrod’'s Comments at the NAACP 20th Annua! Freedom Fund Banquet

This afternoon

From: Jett, Carole

To: Maisel, Chad :

Sent: Tue Jul 20 22:07:24 2010 ,
Subject: Re: Regarding Ms. Sherrod's Comments at the NAACP 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet-

No worries. When did you let the Deputy Secretary know about it?
Carole Jett

Deputy Chief of Staff

USDA

Exemption (b)(6)




RS

From: Maisel, Chad

To: Jett, Carole; Eve, Malcolm; Washo, Kevm

Sent: Tue Jul 20 22:06:14 2010 ’

Subject: Re: Regarding Ms. Sherrod’s Comments at the NAACP 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet

On Thursday. With this email account | sometimes wait to see how the email exchanges develop so that | can best decide
who to send it along to. | wish | had forwarded it right away.

From: Jett, Carole

To: Maisel, Chad; Eve, Malcolm; Washo, Kevin

Sent: Tue Jul 20 21:58:40 2010 .
Subject: Re: Regarding Ms. Sherrod's Comments at the NAACP 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banguet

Chad. When did you discover this message?

Carole Jett
Deputy Chief of Staff
DA

Exemption (b)(6)

From: Maisel, Chad
To: Eve, Malcolm; Jett, Carole; Washo, Kevin
Sent: Tue Jul 20 21:40:38 2010

Subject: FW: Regarding Ms. Sherrod's Com
“Email train from 7/15 with DS’ public accoun

al Freedom Fund Banquet
cced

[mailto: Exempt/on ( b) ( 6)

Exemption  (b}{(6)

) Exemption (b) ( 6)

My words were taken out of context. | told about something that happened in 1986 when | was faced with having to help a
white farmer save his farm. When so many black farmers were losing their. My point was that | initially did not do all that |
could but in the process realized it was not about black versus white but about paor people or those who have versus
those who do not.

If they will use all that | said you see that | talked about what | did to save that white farmers farm and from there went to
help hundreds of other white farmers

| use the story to try to get people to move beyond race and work together
| feel deeply hurt that someone would take my words out of context and try to make them mean something else
" My record of work for others for 45 years will show my love for people and for fairness

Shirley Sherrod .

Sent using BlackBerry

From: George Ko Exemption  (b)(6)

To: Sherrod, Shirley - Athens, GA
; Exemption b6

s Exemption b6
Exemption  (b)(6) Thomas,




Donnie - Athens, GA
Sent: Thu Jul 15 15:33:41 2010 ‘ : '
Subject: Regarding Ms. Sherrod's Comments at the NAACP 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet

Dear Ms. Sherrod:

I recently came across a video of your speech at the NAACP 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet in Douglas
Coffee County, GA:A http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=62hPa37v2J4

In the video, you stated that you did not help a white farmer with the "full force of what [you] could do” when
he sought your help. From the context of your speech, you seem to imply that the "amount" of help you
provided was due to the color of his skin (white) and because of your sympathy and preference for black
farmers.A '

Are your comments and the context of the comments in your speech correct? As Georgia's USDA Rural
DevelopmentA State Director, do you believe your comments were appropriate? A

Thank you,
George Ko

George Ko
Exemption (b)(6)



Maisel, Chad

From: Jett, Carole
Sent: Wednesday, July 21, 2010 9:04 AM
To: Maisel, Chad
- Subject: ‘ Re: Regarding Ms. Sherrod's Comments at the NAACP 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet
Perfect. Thx.
Carole Jett
Deputy Chief of Staff
DA

Exemption ( b) ( 6)

From: Maisel, Chad .

To: Jett, Carole

Sent: Wed Jul 21 08:27:00 2010

Subject: RE: Regarding Ms. Sherrod's Comments at the NAACP 20th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet

Re the tick tock: ' . :

As | think more about the timeline, 1 think | told DS about the existence of an email'around 4p. | actually printed it out
and showed it to her around 6:15p.




Kamerri

From: Jett, Carole

Sent: ' rV\Cﬂﬂ
To: Exemption (b)(6)

Ce: Fallnicll], ouZalne

Subject: Today

Georgia rd dir resigned. Will fill you in.
Carole Jett
Deputy Chief of Staff

DA

Exemption (b)(6)



Kamerri

From: Jett, Carole
Sent: oLl
To:

Cc: z .
Subject: Fw: final

\Vifalalstz

Exemption (b)(6)

Z.d

Carole Jett
Deputy Chief of Staff

LA
Exemption (b)(6)

From: Mather, Chris

To: Berge, John; Ross, Karen -ChiefOfStaff; Jett, Carole; Harden, Krysta; DeJong, Justin; Weaver, Caleb
Sent: Mon Jul 19 18:35:49 2010

Subject: Fw: final

Wil push send shortly.
Chris Mather

From: Gavin, To
To: Mather, Chris; Exemption (b)(6)
Cc: Cherlin, Reid H.

Sent: Mon Jul 19 18:32:13 2010
Subject: final
Chris —

Exemption b)(5)

Today, | accepted Ms. Sherrod’s resignation. There is zero tolerance for discrimination at USDA, and | strongly condemn
any act of discrimination against any person. We have been working hard through the past 18 months to reverse the
checkered civil rights history at the department and take the issue of fairness and equality very seriously.



Kamerri

From: Jett, Carole
Sent:
To: Exempt/on (b)(6)
Cc:
Subject: Fw WCBS story on Sherod
Attachments: image001.jpg -

Fyi

Carole Jett

Deputy Chief of Staff
USDA

Exemption (b)(6)

From; Mather, Chris
To: Ross, Karen -ChiefOfStaff; Jett, Carole; Berge, John; Harden, Krysta
Sent: Mon Jul 19 15:52:19 2010

. Subject: Fw: WCBS story on Sherod

FYI
Chris Mather

From: Maloney, Wayne
. To: Mather, Chris
Cc: Zaina, Lisa; Cook, Cheryl; Weaver, Caleb; Delong, Justin
Sent: Mon Jul 19 15:31:29 2010
Subject: WCBS story on Sherod

SHOCK: Video Suggests Racism At NAACP Event

NEW YORK (CBS) ~

to enjarge
10of1

Shirley Sherrod, USDA Rural Development Georgia State Director
Last Tuesday, the NAACP passed a resolution condemning racism in the Tea Party movement. The orgamzatlon s delegates called on Tea
Party leaders to "repudiate those in their ranks who use racist language in their signs and speeches.”

Tea Party members and supporters saw the resolution as a condemnation of the group itself, which calls for fiscal responsibility, restrictions on
governmental power, and backs political candidates who claim the same.

The NAACP's action caught the atténtion of Andrew Breitbart of BigGovernment.com, who said the controversy was "absolutely manufactured
for political gain," in a summer "in which the economy is the number one issue affecting blacks and whites in this country. This country can ili
afford the schism of racs fo be exploited the way [he is] based upon the false premise o