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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
OFFICE OF FREEDOM OF INFORMATION

1155 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1155

125 ITB 2008
Ref: 08-F-0362

This is in response to your October 6, 2007 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
request to the United States Marine Corps (USMC), seeking "electronic copies (on CD­
ROM if possible) of these papers at MARCORSYSCOM..." We received your request
and USMC's November 7 referral on December 4,2007.

The USMC sent us a one page document that is responsive to your request. Upon
review, we determined that we have no objection to the release of this document. Please
find enclosed a July 1, 1994 Memorandum, "Use of Riot Control Agents," which we are
releasing to you in its entirety.

Inasmuch as this constitutes a full grant, I am closing this request in this Office.
There are no assessable fees associated with this release.

Sincerely,

Enclosure:
As stated
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CIl-343-94
1 July 1994

1'I!JI!ORANOUM FOR THE: VIa CHIEF 01" 6TAFl'1 us AIR FORC:e.
BUb1ee~: Use of Riot Control Agcnt~

1. Thank you for the information on the use af tear 9a~ (eS) and
cayenne pepper spray in Somalia.· Cayenne pepper ~pray hnz ~een

used for riot coft~rol purposes: and. ·althou~h an ariument might
be m8~e t:o the contreI"Y1 1t is conJ1~er8e a ri.ot central '8gent
(RCA) for the purpose at the Chemical Weapons Conven~ion (CWC).
Its uee in _at will be subject to the same US policy as the more
traaitioDBl R~I.

~. US policy on the u.e ot RCA. in war has recRntly bQen
resolved ~y the Administ~aticn, and. bew Executive crdet will b.
pU~lished abC. the Sedate ratifies thQ CWC. Under the new
E~.cu~iTe order. RCAs vill.be authorizea in operat1on~ other then
internl~ional and inte~nll 8tmed contlicts. They will also be
authcrized in areas under ~irect US military central.

..

any situation wh.re combatants
8ucb as rescue of downed air

instances where civilians
.. tlIlP'I!lI~k. •

.-....P'Ul<LI nSH'ltILI
lrnlsn
Chiefs of Staffof tbe J

canact be u~.d in
Ire intermingled.
abe nc t: be Ul5e
screen Qt' malk

3. However, KCAs
and noncombatants
c:ews. They will
are bein9 u••d to

Reference:
• VCSAF mQmo~an~um, 6 Ju~. 1994, ·Use cf Rict Control Agent~

(RCA) •
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