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February 14, 2019

Re: Final Response to FOIA Request No. 2017-APHIS-2230-F

This is in response to your February 17, 2017, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request
which was received in the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Animal and Plant
Health Service (APHIS) on the same date. Your request was assigned FOIA tracking
number 2017-APHIS-2230-F. You requested “copies of all congressional inquiries
(inquiries from or forwarded by congressional offices or congressional staff), received by
APHIS's Office that handles Congressional Correspondence and/or Congressional Affairs,
between February 1, 2017 and February 17, 2017 regarding the removal of animal welfare
data from the APHIS public website.”

The APHIS Legislative and Public Affair’s program conducted an electronic search for
responsive records. To locate responsive records, LPA employees searched for mail
received from house.gov and senate.gov addresses for responsive records. Moreover, LPA
employees conducted an electronic search of their correspondence tracking system for
responsive records. Their search located 74 documents which are enclosed. From the
enclosures, Exemption 6 of the FOIA was applied in 46 instances where applicable.

FOIA Exemption 6 generally is referred to as the “personal privacy” exemption. It provides
that the disclosure requirements of FOIA do not apply to “personnel and medical files and
similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of
personal privacy.” Application of the exemption involves balancing the public’s interest in
disclosure against individuals’ privacy interests.

The information withheld includes the names, email addresses, and addresses of private
individuals who wrote their congressional members. This information falls under the
category of “similar files” because it is information in which individuals have a substantial
privacy interest. Further disclosing an individual’s telephone passcode would afford anyone
the opportunity to listen in on private conversations. The release of a signature could cause
identity theft since a person uses a signature to attest as to who they are in business and
personal records. Moreover, releasing the information could subject these individuals to
unwarranted or unsolicited communications.

Since there is a viable privacy interest that would be threatened by the disclosure of this
information, FOIA Exemption 6 authorizes this office to withhold these items from release.
Accordingly, we have determined that the public interest in the information’s release does
not outweigh the overriding privacy interests in keeping it confidential.
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Please note that page 11, in the enclosures, was not redacted by the APHIS FOIA Office.

Reginald Sheppard, the analyst who processed your request, may be contacted at (301) 851-
4053 and Mr. James Ivy, our FOIA Public Liaison, may be contacted at (301) 851-4100.
Additionally, you may contact the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS) at
the National Archives and Records Administration to inquire about the FOIA mediation
services they offer. The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government
Information Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-
OGIS, College Park, Maryland 20740-6001, e-mail at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-
741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile at 202-741-5769.

You have the right to file an administrative appeal by writing to: Administrator, Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Service, Ag Box 3401, Washington, DC 20250-3401. Your
appeal must be postmarked or electronically transmitted within 90 days of the date of the
response to your request. To ensure proper routing of your appeal, please write the words
FOIA Appeal, on the outside of the envelope containing your appeal letter. Within your
letter, please reference the control number assigned to your request and the reason you
believe review of this determination is warranted.

Sincerely,

KATHERINE  Zainidieton
VAG NON I 3’3;‘::0'201 9.02.14 14:46:27
Jor:

Tonya G. Woods

Director
Freedom of Information & Privacy Act
Legislative and Public Affairs

Enclosures
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Linited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

February 13, 2017

Michael Young

Acting Deputy Secretary of Agriculture
United States Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Acting Deputy Secretary Young,

We are writing to express our concern regarding the recent decision by the United States
Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) to
remove information from its website related to oversight and enforcement of the Animal Welfare
Act (AWA) and the Horse Protection Act (HPA), including inspection reports for all regulated
entitics and annual reports submitted by research laboratorics. We are urging the USDA to
restore access to this information on its website immediately. For multiple years, APHIS has
provided this information to the public, which created an atmosphere of transparency
surrounding the accountability and enforcement of animal cruelty laws. The removal of this
information could have profound consequences going forward regarding the enforcement of
animal cruelty laws nationwide.

Congress passed the AWA and the HPA decades ago and has appropriated tens of millions of
dollars to the USDA for enforcement of these laws in recent years. The USDA annually inspects
approximately 9,000 licensed facilities including commercial dog and cat breeding facilities,
laboratories, zoos, circuses, airlines, Tennessee walking horse shows, and other operations. The
work product that USDA employces create through these enforcement programs provides critical
information about both compliant and non-compliant licensees. This information is valued by
lawmakers; the media; a variety of industries that use animals in commerce, exhibition, and
research; the animal welfare community; and the general public.

The public has a right to know if regulated entitics have subjected animals in their care to abuse
or otherwise failed to meet basic welfare standards. Public access to information can guide
consumer decision making and plays an important role in deterring regulated entities from
violating the law. For instance, a family will now have difficulty knowing that their family
puppy did not come from puppy mill with a long track record of AWA violations. In addition,
spectators at horse shows will no longer know if a specific horse trainer has a history of HPA
violations. Also, a consumer purchasing cosmetics products will no longer have the certainty of
knowing that the product being purchased comes from a company that is fully compliant with the
AWA. Furthermore, scientific laboratories, circuses, aquariums, zoos and other for-profit animal
businesses will no longer feel the pressure to fully comply with the AWA now that their

2017-APHIS-2030-f
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violations will no longer be publicly available. These are just a few examples of the impact,
intended or unintended, from the USDA’s retreat from transparency. -

Lack of access to AWA and HPA documents not only undermines the effectiveness of these
federal laws, but also interferes with state and local laws meant to protect animals and
consumers. For example, seven states currently prohibit the sale of dogs from breeding
operations with a history of serious AWA violations. Without ready access to inspection reports,
dog sellers in those states will have no practical way to comply with these laws, and state and
local law enforcement efforts will be severely impeded.

We would like to know the following:

1. What led to the decision to remove this critical information from the USDA’s APHIS
website and who, specifically within the USDA and elsewhere, was involved with and
authorized this decision?

2. The USDA states that courts are continually issuing decistons regarding privacy and
this is a reason for the removal of this online information. What court cases, decisions
and legal precedent, specifically, is the USDA using to base this decision upon?

3. Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests routinely take months and even years to
be fulfilled. Why does the UUSDA believe that a FOIA request is now the best and most
transparent method for obtaining information related to violations of the AWA and the
HPA; information that was previously readily available?

4. The USDA’s Office of Inspector General (OIG) has previously described APHIS’s
enforcement of the AWA and HPA as “ineffective” and USDA OIG initiated audits of
AWA and HPA enforcement, in part, because the public had access to APHIS’s
inspection reports and demanded action. With this in mind, does the USDA believe that
providing the public with less information will help the USDA to enforce these critical
federal animal protection laws?

Again, we hope that the USDA will rethink this decision and immediately restore public access
to this information. Thank you and we look forward to hearing from the USDA in a timely

fashion.

Sincerely,
' T
/QWW M‘sup:;»—f—-
Robert Mehendez d)ime Feinstein
United States Senator United States Senator

2017-APHIS-2030-f
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United States Senator
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United States Senator

Kirsten Gillibrand
United States Senator
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Richard Blumenthal
United States Senator
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hris Van Hollen

United States Senator
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Ron Wy&en
United States Senator
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Tom Udall
United States Senator
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Charles E. Schumer
United States Senator

Elizabeth Warren
United States Senator
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United States Senator
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Martin Heinrich
United States Senator

Benla

Benjamin L. Cardin
United States Senator

2017-APHIS-2030-f

000004

/wap“ M

Patty‘leurray
United States Senator
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Maria Cantwell
United States Senator
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Bernard Sanders
United States Senator
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From: Shuitz, Joe (Agricuiture)

To: Er A - OSEC, Washington, D
Subject: APHIS letter

Date: Thursday, February 16, 2017 6:31:30 PM
Attachments: 2.16.2017 Letter to Deputy Sec. Young.pdf
Hi Abbey,

Please see letter from Ranking Member Stabenow. Happy to answer any questions. My direct is-

And | understand you’re coming to Kansas?
Thanks!

Joe

Joseph AL Shultz
Staft Director
Senator Debbie Stabenow (M), Ranking Member

LS. Senate Committee on Agriculre. Nutrition & Forestry

2017-APHIS-2030-f



COMMITTEES:

DEBBIE STABENOW
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BUDGET
ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURLCES

Whited Dtates Denate

731 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20810-2204

February 16, 2017

Michael Young

Acting Deputy Secretary of Agriculture
United States Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Acting Deputy Secretary Young,

[ am writing to express my concern about the United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA)
actions on February 3, 2017, to remove information regarding enforcement of the Animal
Welfare Act (AWA) and the Horse Protection Act (HPA) from USDA’s Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service (APHIS) website. The documents that USDA removed contained
important information about enforcement of and compliance with animal welfare laws in the
8,000 licensed U.S. facilities that use animals, including commercial dog breeding facilities,
animal research laboratories, animals in zoos and aquariums, and Tennessee Walking horse
exhibitors. Specifically, the types of documents removed included facility inspection reports,
lists of regulated entities, enforcement records, and research facility annual reports. Such
information had been publicly posted on APHIS’s website for years. The information was a
valuable resource to provide transparency into USDA’s enforcement of these important animal
welfare laws and allowed the public to see cases of abuse and mistreatment of animals.

Given this action to remove information was made with no waming and little explanation, many
questions have surfaced. I ask that you provide me with a written response to the following
questions no later than March 1, 2017.

1. Please provide me with a detailed list of all information USDA removed from the
APHIS’s website related to the AWA and HPA. Describe the entire basis for
USDA’s decision to remove the information. Who made the decision to remove this
information? Was this decision made solely by APHIS or were other Administration
officials involved in making this decision?

2. Why did USDA decide now to remove this information even though it had long been
previously been posted on the USDA’s website?
3. Is it USDA’s position that any laws or regulations required the removal of

enforcement information for the AWA and HPA? Please provide any such legal basis
for each type of information removed from the website.

4, Did any administration policy changes require the removal of this information? If so,
please provide such policies.
5. The Freedom of Information Act requires the public disclosure of certain information.

For example, section 552 requires making available documents “likely to become
subject of subsequent requests for substantially the same records.” Given that these

2017-APHIS-2030-f PHINTED DN RECYDLED PAPES
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types of records have been used for years by animal welfare groups and others, do
you believe removal of these records violates this provision of the Freedom of
Information Act?

6. APHIS stated that those seeking information related to AWA and HPA should submit
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests. Generally, it takes a long time to get
responses to FOIA requests. What alternative methods will USDA commit to use to
make the types of documents that USDA recently removed from APHIS’s website
available in a timely fashion? ‘

If your staff has questions regarding this letter, please have them contact Mary Beth Schultz on
the minority staff of the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry at (202) 224-
2035.

Sincerely,

b
Debbie Stabenow
Ranking Member

2017-APHIS-2030-f
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From: Sackett, Donna (Lee)

To: Eretz, Abbey - QSEC, Washington, D

Subject: FW: USDA APHIS website taken offline - this threatens my job
Date: Friday, February 03, 2017 4:36:19 PM

Attachments: 2016-05-06 USDA Inspection.pdf

Hello Abbey,

| just spoke to David at Congressional Affairs and he suggested I contact you regarding this message.

B s < concerned about the APHIS website and not being able to access information for his
research. ! would appreciate your review of the situation to determine the status of website and what
information | can pass on.

Thank you for your help! | look forward to hearing from you.
Donna

Donna Sackett

Constituent Services Liaison

Office of Senator Mike Lee

125 South State Street, Suite 4225

Salt Lake City, UT 84138
na_sackett@lee.senate.gov

I e

(801) 524-5933 — office

(801} 524-5730 — fax

rrom: I

Date: Friday, February 3, 2017 at 12:59 PM

To: Sally Mero <Sally_Mero@lee, senate.gov>
Cc: Donna Sackett <donna_sackett@lee.senate.gov>

Subject: Re: USDA APHIS website taken offline - this threatens my job
Thank you Sally.

| can’t believe APHIS took this step without any warning. Stakeholders must be consulted before action like
this is taken. This is reckless governance that is going to impact a lot of people’s lives.

The records were already redacted pursuant to FOIA’s privacy exemptions. I've attached an example to this
email of what these inspection reports look like. As you can see, names of individuals’ associated with the

regulated entity are redacted under exemptions (6) and (7){(c).

Not only does this abrupt change threaten my livelihood, | can’t imagine how this move is in the public
interest.

2017-APHIS-2030-f
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On Feb 3, 2017, at 12:50 PM, Mero, Sally (Lee) <Sally_Mero@lee.senate.gov> wrote:

| have included Donna Sackett on this email as she is our liaison who works with issues
regarding the Department of Agriculture. She is familiar with APHIS and would be happy to
speak with you about your concerns. You may contact Donna directly at

Donna_Sackett@lee.senate.gov, or by calling our office at 801-524-5933.
Respectfully,

Sally Mero - Executive Assistant/Scheduler
United States Senator Mike Lee (Utah)
125 S. State Street, Suite 4225

Salt Lake City, UT 84138

801-524-5933

ally _mero@lee. senate.gov

¢rom: [ I

Date: Friday, February 3, 2017 at 11:44 AM
To: "Mero, Sally (Lee)" <sally_mero@lee.senate.gov>

Subject: USDA APHIS website taken offline - this threatens my'job

Hi Sally,

I need to meet with someone in Senator Lee's office about a deeply troubling development.
USDA-Animal Plant Health Inspection Service has just taken down literally tens of thousands

of records related to the enforcement of the Horse Protection Act and the Animal Welfare
Act. This database formerly existed at this URL:

As you can see, there is now a notice stating that the database has been taken down based
on the agency’s “commitment to being transparent.” Orwell would be proud.

I have worked for non-profit animal welfare organizations now for 7 years, and currently am
the Research Specialist for Beagle Freedom Project. | want to be clear here: THIS IS MY
LIVELIHOOD. THIS IS MY JOB. | use this data on a daily basis as part of my normal tasks of
employment.This database contained basic information about regulated entities, including

2017-APHIS-2030-f



2017-APHIS-2230 000010
reports of violations, statistical information regarding the numbers of animals used in
research and testing, and other federal enforcement records. | use this data to assist in nearly
all of our organization’s efforts, including our lobbying work, advocacy materials, and in
working with laboratories to facilitate rescue of animals.
If this database remains offline, my job might become obsolete. I'm terrified.

This is not a partisan issue for me. This database was online during the Bush years, as well.

This database needs to go back online soon or | might be on unemployment. I'm scared,

please help!

2017-APHIS-2030-f
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Inspection Report

Uneversity Of Utah

Office OF Comparative Medicine Cuslomer il 12

75 South 2000 Fast, Suite 3114 AiFinta T

Salt Lake City, UT 84112 Centficate: 87-R-0001
Siter 003

LBINERSGITY OF YTAK

Type: ROUTINE INSPECTION
Date: Apr-26-2018

2,32 1ay
PERSONNEL QUALIFICATIONS,

I August 2015, a cynomeolgus macague piaced uncer anesthesia for & study procedure was observed to have a low
body temperature. ln order to normalize the arimal's core lemperature during the procedure, a stalf member was
directed by a vetedinanan 1o use a hot air source; however, 1he nozzie of this hot air source was Inappropriately
placed in 3 location which subseguently led to thermat mjunries and later, suthanasia.

It s the responsibility of the research tacilily o ensure that all scientists, msearch lechricians, animal technicians,
and pther personngl involvad in animad cane, ireatment, and use are gualified to perfonm necessary or directed duties.
This responsibility shall be futfiled in part through the provision of aining and appeopriate instrection o those
personnel,

Correchive measdros wars taken, including bul ot limied 1o, retraining of ab involved stall and obsarvation of
technigues by veterinary staff,

Thiz item has been cormectod by the facility.

2.33 by 12
ATTENDING VETERINARIAN AND ADEQUATE VETERINARY CARE.

Review of tacdity reconds for & cynomolgus macague which was euthanized in August 2015 due to complications
resulting from an approved procedurs indicate that the arimal did not receive adequate velennary care during this
procedire.

According to anesthesia records, there was a period of over 30 minutes in which no temperalure was recorded while
fhe animal was under anesthesia for this procedure. This is candrary to the approvad protocol which states that a
recial temperature will ba continuousty monitosad undar anesthesia. By mandtoring the tlemperature at more fraquent
intervals, changes in femparatuze may be identified and addressed sooner. Fecords indicale that the warming
blanket used to maintain bady temparature during anesthesis had not been turmed on by the velerinary team.
Subsequently, the veternarian authorized the use of a hot alr souwroe in an alterpt to raise the animal ‘s body
fempergiure; however the source was

TYLER FIELL:, W0

Prepared By:
TYLER W FIELDS, Y MO, USDRA, APHIS, Animal Care Date:
Tithe: VETERINARY MEDICAL OFFICER Inspector G082 May-06-2016
Recelved By:
Date:

May-06-2016

JIF_Explanation pdf
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mappropriately placed by a staff member and bed 1o thermal inguries o the animal,

A review of this adverse gvent indicates that although a clinical velerinarian was present during the procedure, there
was 3 failure of appropriate communication and oversight. The result led to the inappropeigte placement of a hot gl
source by an individual staft member and subsenuant anisgl injury severs enough that euthanasiy was warranted.

Failure to provide animals with appropriate methods of veterinary care and oversight during approved procedures
Mmay cause unnacessary pain and distress 1o e animal.

Each research facility shall estgblish and maintain programs of adeguate veterinary care that intlude the gvailability
argd use ¢l appropriaie methods 10 pravent, conlral, diagnose, and treat diseases and injuries 1o the animals.

The research facility acted promplly (0 sddress this inciderd by conducting & thorough investigaton, seif-reporting the
snadent, and swdtly implementing appropeala corrective actions 1o prevent hulure occurrences. Correchve actions
provided retegining of all parsonnel invalved in the procedure including monitoring associated with this protocol,

Thiz dem has bean corrected by the facility

Thig inspection was corducted on 042602015 and 4272016,

Exit interviaw was conductad with a taclity representative.

TLER FIELDZ, W Wi

Prepared By:

TYLER W FIELDS, VMO, USDA, APHIS, Animal Care Date:
Tithe: VETERINARY MEDICAL OFFICER |nspector 8082 May-06-2016
Recelved By:
Date:

WMay-06-2016

s andnal wrelfare S downloads (TR_Explshation pdf
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From: Keys, Chelsie (Agriculture)

To: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS; Fretz, Abbey - QSEC, Washington, DC

Subject: RE: Updates to APHIS’ Website Involving Animal Welfare Act and Horse Protection Act Comptliance Information
Date: Monday, February 06, 2017 11:20:18 AM

Morning -

Do you have any further background you can share on this? I've noticed all the media about the
announcement, and | could see it coming up in the confirmation hearing.

Chelsie Keys
202-224-2035

From: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS [mailto:Christopher.M.Needham@aphis.usda.gov]

Sent: Friday, February 03, 2017 12:01 PM

To: Straughn, Patricia <Patricia.Straughn@mail. house.gov>; Wedig, Mykel
<Mykel.Wedig@mail.house.gov>; Crosswhite, Caleb <Caleb.Crosswhite@mail.house.gov>;
mary.knigge@mail.house.gov; Keys, Chelsie (Agriculture) <Chelsie_Keys@ag.senate.gov>; Stoskopf,
Wayne (Agriculture) <Wayne_Stoskopf@ag.senate.gov>; Olive, Mary (Agriculture)
<Mary_Olive@ag.senate.gov>; Colvin, Grant (Agriculture) <Grant_Colvin@ag.senate.gov>; Varner,
Kyle (Agriculture) <Kyle_Varner@ag.senate.gov>; O'Brien, Tom <Tom.Q'Brien@mail.house.gov>;
'martha.foley@mail.house.gov' <martha.foley@mail.house.gov>; Clarke, Carlisle (Appropriations)
<Carlisle_Clarke@appro.senate.gov>; Ross, Bob {Appropriations) <Bob_Ross@appro.senate.gov>
Cc: Fretz, Abbey - OSEC, Washington, DC <Abbey.Fretz@aphis.usda.gov>; Whittington, Tanika -
APHIS <Tanika.C.Whittington@aphis.usda.gov>; Wenberg, Michelle W - APHIS
<Michelle.W.Wenberg@aphis.usda.gov>

Subject: Updates to APHIS Website Involving Animal Welfare Act and Horse Protection Act
Compliance Information

Hello,

At 1 p.m. today, APHIS will be announcing changes to its website and how it shares certain
information involving the Horse Protection Act and the Animal Welfare Act. More information about
these actions are in the stakeholder announcement we’ll be issuing later, and in the attached Q&A
document.

If you have any questions, please let me know.

Chris Needham

Congressional Relations Specialist

USDA APHIS

202-799-7027
christopher.m.needham@®aphis.usda.gov

Updates to APHIS’ Website Involving
Animal Welfare Act and Horse Protection Act

2017-APHIS-2030-f
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Compliance Information

For more than a decade, the United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) has shared information on its website concerning its
administration of the Animal Welfare Act (AWA) and Horse Protection Act (HPA). This
information includes inspection reports, research facility annual reports, and lists of persons
licensed and registered under the AWA, as well as lists of persons licensed by USDA-certified
horse industry organizations and associations (HIOs) to inspect horses for compliance with the
HPA. More recently, APHIS also began posting AWA and HPA regulatory correspondence
and enforcement-related information to its website for the general public to view.

APHIS, during the past year, has conducted a comprehensive review of the information it
posts on its website for the general public to view. As a result of the comprehensive review,
APHIS has implemented actions to remove certain personal information from documents it
posts on APHIS’ website involving the Horse Protection Act and the Animal Welfare Act.
Going forward, APHIS will remove from its website inspection reports, regulatory
correspondence, research facility annual reports, and enforcement records that have not
received final adjudication. APHIS will also review and redact, as necessary, the lists of
licensees and registrants under the AWA, as well as lists of designated qualified persons
(DQPs) licensed by USDA -certified horse industry organizations.

Those seeking information from APHIS regarding inspection reports, regulatory
correspondence, and enforcement records should submit Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
requests for that information. Records will be released when authorized and in a manner
consistent with the FOIA and Privacy Act. If the same records are frequently requested via
the FOIA process, in most instances APHIS may post the appropriately redacted versions to its
website. In addition, some enforcement records (such as initial decision and orders, default
decisions, and consent decisions) will continue to be avallable on the USDA’s Office of
Administrative Law Judge’s website (http://www. 3 i

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.

2017-APHIS-2030-f
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From: ) Foley, Martha

To: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS; Straughn, Patricia; Wediq, Mykel; Crosswhite, Caleb; Knigge, Mary; Keys,
Chelsie (Agriculture) {Chelsie Keys@ag.senate.gov) {Chelsie Keys@ag. sg ate.qov); Stoskopf, Wayne
{Agriculture); mary olive@ag.senate.gov; "grant colvin@aqg.senate.goyv’ zjg varner@ag.senate.goy; Q E ien,
Tom; Clarke, Carliste (Appropriations) (Carlisle Clarke@appro.senate.gov ) Bob Ross@appro.senate.qov”

Cc: Fretz, Abbey - QSEC, Washington. DC; Whittington, Tanika - APHIS; Wenberg, Michelle W - APHIS

Subject: RE: Updates to APHIS’ Website Involving Animal Welfare Act and Horse Protection Act Compliance Information

Date: Tuesday, February 07, 2017 1:48:54 PM

Interesting in light of the fact that AC took down the website and completely revamped it to make it
much maore easily searched.

From: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS [mailto:Christopher.M.Needham @aphis.usda.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, February 07, 2017 1:44 PM

To: Straughn, Patricia <Patricia.Straughn@mail.house.gov>; Wedig, Mykel

<Mykel Wedig@mail.house.gov>; Crosswhite, Caleb <Caléb.Crosswhite@mail.house.gov>; Knigge,
Mary <Mary.Knigge@mail.house.gov>; Keys, Chelsie (Agriculture) (Chelsie_Keys@ag.senate.gov)
(Chelsie_Keys@ag.senate.gov) <Chelsie_Keys@ag.senate.gov>; Stoskopf, Wayne (Agriculture)
<Wayne_Stoskopf@ag.senate.gov>; mary_olive@ag.senate.gov; 'grant_colvin@ag.senate.goVv'
<grant_colvin@ag.senate.gov>; kyle_varner@ag.senate.gov; O'Brien, Tom
<Tom.O'Brien@mail.house.gov>; Foley, Martha <Martha.Foley@mail.house.gov>; Clarke, Carlisle
(Appropriations) (Carlisle_Clarke@appro.senate.gov) <Carlisle_Clarke@appro.senate.gov>;
'Bob_Ross@appro.senate.gov' <Bob_Ross@appro.senate.gov>

Cc: Fretz, Abbey - OSEC, Washington, DC <Abbey.Fretz@aphis.usda.gov>; Whittington, Tanika -
APHIS <Tanika.C.Whittington@aphis.usda.gov>; Wenberg, Michelle W - APHIS
<Michelle.W.Wenberg@aphis.usda.gov>

Subject: RE: Updates to APHIS’ Website Involving Animal Welfare Act and Horse Protection Act
Compliance Information

Hi all —

APHIS is updating its statement from last week about changes the agency is making about how it
shares certain animal welfare information on the agency’s website. We've added a new sentence to
provide additional context around the decision. I've pasted that below. The original statement can

be found on the APHIS website, and will be updated soon with the new language.. Please let me
know if you have any guestions.

Editor’s Note (Revised Feb. 7, 2017) The review of APHIS’ website has been ongoing, and the
agency is striving to balance the need for transparency with rules protecting individual
privacy. In 2016, well before the change of Administration, APHIS decided to make
adjustments to the posting of regulatory records. In addition, APHIS is currently involved in
litigation concerning, among other issues, information posted on the agency’s website. While
the agency is vigorously defending against this litigation, in an abundance of caution, the
agency is taking additional measures to protect individual privacy. These decisions are not
final. Adjustments may be made regarding information appropriate for release and posting.

Chris Needham
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Congressional Relations Specialist

USDA APHIS

202-799-7027
christopher.m.needham®@aphis.usda.gov

From: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS
Sent: Friday, February 03, 2017 12:01 PM
To: 'Straughn, Patricia' <Patricia St ¥>; 'Wedig, Mykel'
<Mykel. Wedig@mail.house.gov>; 'Crosswhite, Caleb' <Caleb.Crosswhite@mail.h BOV>:
mary.knigge@mail. house gov; Keys, Chelsie (Agriculture) (Chelsie_Key
(Chelsie_Keys@ag.senate.gov) <Chelsie Keys@ag.senate.gov>; 'Stoskopf, Wayne (Agrlculture)
<Wavne Stoskopf@ag.senate.gov>; 'mary_olive@ag.senate.gov' <mar senate.goy>;
‘grant_colvin@ag.senate.gov' <grant_colvin@ag. senate.gov>; 'ker_varner@ag.senate.gov'
<kvle varner@ag.senate.gov>; '0'Brien, Tom' <Tom.QO'Brien@mail.house.gov>;
'martha.foley@mail.house.gov' <mmartha. folnv(a)man house.gov>; Clarke, Carlisle (Appropriations)
(Carlisle_Clarke@appro.senate. ggg\) arlis arke@ SRI=IAY:
'‘Bob_Ross@appro.senate.gov' <Bob Ross@a senate.goy>
Cc: Fretz, Abbey OSEC, Washlngton DC <AWW~> Whittington, Tanika -
: : ; a.gov>; Wenberg, Michelle W - APHIS

hn@mail.house,

—

Subject: Updates to APHIS’ Websnte Involving Animal Welfare Act and Horse Protection Act
Compliance Information

Hello,

At 1 p.m. today, APHIS will be announcing changes to its website and how it shares certain
information involving the Horse Protection Act and the Animal Welfare Act. More information about
these actions are in the stakeholder announcement we’ll be issuing later, and in the attached Q&A
document.

If you have any questions, please let me know.

Chris Needham

Congressional Relations Specialist

USDA APHIS

202-799-7027
christopher.m.needham®aphis.usda.gov

Updates to APHIS’ Website Involving
Animal Welfare Act and Horse Protection Act
Compliance Information
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For more than a decade, the United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) has shared information on its website concerning its
administration of the Animal Welfare Act (AWA) and Horse Protection Act (HPA). This
information includes inspection reports, research facility annual reports, and lists of persons
licensed and registered under the AWA, as well as lists of persons licensed by USDA-certified
horse industry organizations and associations (HIOs) to inspect horses for compliance with the
HPA. More recently, APHIS also began posting AWA and HPA regulatory correspondence
and enforcement-related information to its website for the general public to view.

APHIS, during the past year, has conducted a comprehensive review of the information it
posts on its website for the general public to view. As a result of the comprehensive review,
APHIS has implemented actions to remove certain personal information from documents it
posts on APHIS’ website involving the Horse Protection Act and the Animal Welfare Act.
Going forward, APHIS will remove from its website inspection reports, regulatory
correspondence, research facility annual reports, and enforcement records that have not
received final adjudication. APHIS will also review and redact, as necessary, the lists of
licensees and registrants under the AWA, as well as lists of designated qualified persons
(DQPs) licensed by USDA-certified horse industry organizations.

Those seeking information from APHIS regarding inspection reports, regulatory
correspondence, and enforcement records should submit Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
requests for that information. Records will be released when authorized and in a manner
consistent with the FOIA and Privacy Act. If the same records are frequently requested via
the FOIA process, in most instances APHIS may post the appropriately redacted versions to its
website. In addition, some enforcement records (such as initial decision and orders, default
decisions, and consent decisions) will continue to be avallable on the USDA s Office of
Administrative Law Judge’s website (hitp://www.oaljdc /

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.

2017-APHIS-2030-f



2017-APHIS-2230 000018

From: Foley, Martha

To: Needham, Chti her M - APHE

Subject: RE: Updates to APHIS’ Website Involving Animal Welfare Act and Horse Protection Act Compliance Information
Date: Friday, February 03, 2017 12:27:32 PM

Well, | assumed it was effective at 1PM.
I will need cached versions of everything that was on the website as of whenever it was taken down.

From: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS [mailto:Christopher.M.Needham@aphis.usda.gov]
Sent: Friday, February 03, 2017 12:27 PM

To: Foley, Martha <Martha.Foley@mail.house.gov>

Subject: RE: Updates to APHIS' Website Involving Animal Welfare Act and Horse Protection Act
Compliance Information

Yes, the plan was to remove the material and announce it in the same day.

Chris Needham

Congressional Relations Specialist

USDA APHIS

202-799-7027
christopher.m.needham@aphis.usda.goy

From: Foley, Martha [mailto:Martha.Foley@mail.house.gov]

Sent: Friday, February 03, 2017 12:22 PM

To: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS <Christopher.M.Needham®@aphis.usda.gov>

Subject: RE: Updates to APHIS’ Website Involving Animal Welfare Act and Horse Protection Act
Compliance Information

Apparently those changes have already taken place???

From: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS [mailto:ChristopherM Needham@aphis.usda.goy]
Sent: Friday, February 03, 2017 12:15 PM

To: Foley, Martha <Martha.Foley@mail. house.gov>

Subject: RE: Updates to APHIS’ Website Involving Animal Welfare Act and Horse Protection Act
Compliance Information

Will do. I'll be in touch.

Chris Needham

Congressional Relations Specialist

USDA APHIS

202-798-7027
christopher.m.needham@®aphis.usda.gov

From: Foley, Martha [mailto:Martha Foley@mail.house.gov]
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Sent: Friday, February 03, 2017 12:13 PM

To: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS <Christopher.M.Needham @aphis.usda.gov>

Subject: RE: Updates to APHIS’ Website Involving Animal Welfare Act and Horse Protection Act
Compliance Information

Can you check with Bernadette and give me times she is available?
I am relatively open.
Thx.

From: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS [mailto.Christopher M. Needham@aphis.usda.gov]
Sent: Friday, February 03, 2017 12:12 PM

To: Foley, Martha <Martha.Foley@mail. house.gov>

Subject: RE: Updates to APHIS’ Website Involving Animal Welfare Act and Horse Protection Act
Compliance Information

I can work to set something up. When would be a good time for you?

Chris Needham

Congressional Relations Specialist

USDA APHIS

202-799-7027
christopher.m.needham®@aphis.usda.gov

From: Foley, Martha [mailto:Martha. Folevy@mail.house.

Sent: Friday, February 03, 2017 12:09 PM

To: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS <Christopher. M.Needham®@aphis.usda.gov>

Subject: RE: Updates to APHIS’ Website Involving Animal Welfare Act and Horse Protection Act
. Compliance Information

I am not happy with this.
Will need a briefing.

From: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS [imail
Sent: Friday, February 03, 2017 12:01 PM
To: Straughn, Patricia <Patricia.Straughn@mail.house.gov>; Wedig, Mykel

<Mykel Wedig@mail house.gov>; Crosswhite, Caleb <Caleb.C e.gov>; Knigge,
Mary <Mary.Knigge @mail. house.gov>; Keys, Chelsie (Agriculture) (Chelsie_Keys@ag.senate.gov)
(Chelsie_Keys@ag.senate gov) <Chelsie Kevx(a}de senate.gov>; Stoskopf, Wayne (Agriculture)
<Wayne_Stoskopf@ag.senate.gov>; mar (@ ag.senate.gov; 'grant_colvin@ag.senate.gov'
<grant_colvin@ag.senate. gov>; kyle varner@ag.senate gov; O'Brien, Tom

<Tom.Q'Brien@mail. house gov> Foley, Martha <Martha. Foley@mail.house.gov>; Clarke, Carlisle
(Appropriations) (C: ¢ senate.gov) <C Qri§§§ Clarke@appro.senate.gov>;
‘Bob_Ross@appro.senate.gov' <Bob_ Ross@appro.senate,

Cc: Fretz, Abbey - OSEC, Washington, DC <Abbey.Fretz@a his.us a.

v>; Whittington, Tanika -
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APHIS <Tanika.C.Whittington@aphis.usda.gov>; Wenberg, Michelle W - APHIS

<Michelle. W . Wenberg@aphis.iisda.gov>

Subject: Updates to APHIS’ Website Involving Animal Welfare Act and Horse Protection Act
- Compliance Information

Hello,

At 1 p.m. today, APHIS will be announcing changes to its website and how it shares certain
information involving the Horse Protection Act and the Animal Welfare Act. More information about
these actions are in the stakeholder announcement we’ll be issuing later, and in the attached Q&A
document.

If you have any questions, please let me know.

Chris Needham

Congressional Relations Specialist

USDA APHIS

202-799-7027
christopher.m.needham®@®aphis.usda.gov

Updates to APHIS’ Website Involving
Animal Welfare Act and Horse Protection Act
Compliance Information

For more than a decade, the United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) has shared information on its website concerning its
administration of the Animal Welfare Act (AWA) and Horse Protection Act (HPA). This
information includes inspection reports, research facility annual reports, and lists of persons
licensed and registered under the AWA, as well as lists of persons licensed by USDA -certified
horse industry organizations and associations (HIOs) to inspect horses for compliance with the
HPA. More recently, APHIS also began posting AWA and HPA regulatory correspondence
and enforcement-related information to its website for the general public to view.

APHIS, during the past year, has conducted a comprehensive review of the information it
posts on its website for the general public to view. As a result of the comprehensive review,
APHIS has implemented actions to remove certain personal information from documents it
posts on APHIS’ website involving the Horse Protection Act and the Animal Welfare Act.
Going forward, APHIS will remove from its website inspection reports, regulatory
correspondence, research facility annual reports, and enforcement records that have not
received final adjudication. APHIS will also review and redact, as necessary, the lists of
licensees and registrants under the AWA, as well as lists of designated qualified persons
(DQPs) licensed by USDA-certified horse industry organizations.

Those seeking information from APHIS regarding inspection reports, regulatory
correspondence, and enforcement records should submit Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
requests for that information. Records will be released when authorized and in a manner
consistent with the FOIA and Privacy Act. If the same records are frequently requested via
the FOIA process, in most instances APHIS may post the appropriately redacted versions to its
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website. In addition, some enforcement records (such as initial decision and orders, default
decisions, and consent decisions) will continue to be available on the USDA’s Office of
Administrative Law Judge’s website (hitp://www.oalidecisions.dm.usda.gov).

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.
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From: Keys, Chelsie (Agriculture)

To: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS
Subject: FYI

Date: Tuesday, February 07, 2017 12:15:55 PM

I'm pretty sure the animal welfare groups have issued some sort of action alert RE your website
changes. I've heard from several offices that have been getting a ton of calls. Just wanted to tip you

off!

Chelsie Keys

Senior Professional Staff

U.S. Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry
Chairman Pat Roberts (R-KS)

202-224-2035
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From: O"Brien, Tom

To: Needham, Chri her M - APHI
Subject: RE: APHIS Meeting

Date: Tuesday, February 07, 2017 1:18:16 PM
Chris,

That is my fault. | originally asked for today, but | now see that you suggested tomorrow at
1:00PM. | will join the call tomorrow then.

Thank you,
Tom

Tom O'Brien
House Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Agriculture

2362A Rayburn Building
202 B)@& =

From: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS [mailto:Christopher.M.Needham@aphis.usda.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 07, 2017 1:16 PM

To: O'Brien, Tom <Tom.O'Brien@mail.house.gov>

Subject: Re: APHIS Meeting

Hey Tom -- sorry for the confusion but | had this down for Wednesday. Will that work for you?

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 7, 2017, at 1:13 PM, O'Brien, Tom <Tom.Q'Brien@mail. house.gov> wrote:

Let us know when you are ready. Thanks

Tom O’Brien
House Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Agriculture

2362A Rayburn Building
202-B) (

From: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS
[mailto:Christopher. M.Needham@aphis.usda.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 07, 2017 12:22 PM

To: O'Brien, Tom <Tom.Q'Brien@mail.house.gov>
Subject: RE: APHIS Meeting

Hi Tom,

Here’s the conference line for tomorrow:
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Phone: 888-844-9904
Access Code: 9730358

Chris Needham

Congressional Relations Specialist

USDA APHIS

202-799-7027
christopher.m.needham@aphis.usda.gov

From: O'Brien, Tom [mailto: Tom.O'Brien@mail.house.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, February 07, 2017 10:09 AM

To: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS <Christopher M. Needham@aphis.usda.gov>
Subject: RE: APHIS Meeting

Sure. For this briefing, a conference call is fine. | will ask Pam Miller of our staff
to join me. Thanks, Tom

Tom O'Brien

House Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Agriculture

2362A Rayburn Building
20208

From: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS

[maitto: Christopher. M. Needham@aphis.usda.zov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 07, 2017 10:04 AM

To: O'Brien, Tom <Tom. O'Brien@mail.house . gov>
Subject: Re: APHIS Meeting

If you're ok with the phone, that probably works best.
| can send around a line later this morning.
Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 7, 2017, at 10:02 AM, O'Brien, Tom <Iom.O'Brien@mail. house.gov> wrote:

Chris,
1:00 PM will work. Are you up on the Hill or did you want to do the
brief by phone?

Thanks, Tom
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Tom O'Brien
House Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Agriculture

2362A Rayburn Building
202-BIE

From: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS
[mailto:Christopher. M. .Needham@aphis.usda.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 07, 2017 9:12 AM

To: O'Brien, Tom <Tom.O'Brien@mail.house. gov>
Subject: RE: APHIS Meeting

Hi Tom,

Would Wednesday at 1 work?
Otherwise, we're pretty flexible on Thursday, aside from 10-11 and 2:30
to 3:30.

Let me know what works.

Chris Needham

Congressional Relations Specialist

USDA APHIS

202-799-7027
christopher.m.needham®@aphis.usda.gov

From: O'Brien, Tom [mailto: Tom.O'Brien@mail.house.gov]
Sent: Monday, February 06, 2017 2:24 PM

To: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS

<Christopher. M.Needham@aphis.usda.gov>

Subject: RE: APHIS Meeting

Thanks Chris

Tom O'Brien
House Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Agriculture

2362A Rayburn Building
202-®)©)

From: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS
[mailto:Christopher.M . Needham®aphis.usda.gov]
Sent: Monday, February 06, 2017 2:05 PM

To: O'Brien, Tom <lom.O'Brien@mail.house.gov>
Subject: APHIS Meeting

2017-APHIS-2030-f



2017-APHIS-2230

2017-APHIS-2030

Hi Tom,

| heard from Abbey that you had requested a briefing on the recent
AWA/Privacy Act announcement. I’'m working to ID a few times for Kevin
Shea and OGC to speak with you. I'll be in touch soon.

Chris Needham

Congressional Relations Specialist

USDA APHIS

202-799-7027
christopher.mneedham@aphis.usda.gov

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA
solely for the intended recipients. Any unauthorized interception of
this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains
may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error,
please notify the sender and delete the email immediately.

-f
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From: Foley, Martha

To: Needham, Chri her M - APHI
Subject: Re: AWA licensees/registrants

Date: Thursday, February 09, 2017 9:31:34 AM

Sorry - I don't need 65. | need the complaint, the US response and any substantive pleadings by the
plaintiff and defendant.

From: Foley, Martha

Sent: Thursday, February 09, 2017 09:26 AM

To: 'Christopher.M.Needham@aphis.usda.gov' <Christopher.M.Needham@aphis.usda.gov>
Subject: Re: AWA licensees/registrants

I don't have any questions. | want to read the pleadings. Can you have her send them to you and
forward to me? Thanks.

From: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS [mailto:Christopher.M.Needham@aphis.usda.gov]
Sent: Thursday, February 09, 2017 09:04 AM

To: Foley, Martha

Subject: RE: AWA licensees/registrants

Hi Martha,
The citation for the case is Contender Farms, LLP, et al. v. USDA, No. 4:16-cv-00163(N.D. TX).
| understand that there have been about 65 filings in the case.

Since it is ongoing litigation, any specific questions about the litigation will be best directed to DOJ.
The contact there is:

Nicole Navas

Department of Justice, Office of Public Affairs

202-514-2007

nnavas@imd.usdoj.gov

Chris Needham

Congressional Relations Specialist

USDA APHIS

202-799-7027
christopher.m.needham@aphis.usda.gov

From: Foley, Martha [mailto:Martha.Foley@mail.house.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, February 08, 2017 9:50 PM

To: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS <Christopher.M.Needham@aphis.usda.gov>
Subject: RE: AWA licensees/registrants

Thanks. The pleadings are public records....
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From: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS [mailto:Christopher M. Needham®aphis.usda.gov)
Sent: Wednesday, February 08, 2017 3:02 PM

To: Foley, Martha <Martha.Foley@mail.house.gov>

Subject: RE: AWA licensees/registrants

We're working on all the ARS reports now. You should have those relatively soon.
'll check on the pleadings issue, and be in touch.

Chris Needham

Congressional Relations Specialist

USDA APHIS

202-799-7027

christopher. m.needham@aphis. usda.gov

From: Foley, Martha [mailto:Martha. Folev@imail.house gov]

Sent: Wednesday, February 08, 2017 2:49 PM

To: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS <Christopher.M.Needham@aphis.usda.gov>
Subject: RE: AWA licensees/registrants

Ok. | need the pre-compliance and unannounced inspections of ARS and collocated facilities that
have not been sent to me.

I also want the pleadings in whatever case or cases seems to have prompted taking down the
website.

Thanks!

From: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS [mailto:Christopher. M. Needham@aphis.usda.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, February 08, 2017 2:47 PM

To: Foley, Martha <Martha.Foley@mail.house.gov>

Subject: RE: AWA licensees/registrants

Hi Martha,

Yes, that list is as of the year end. They're developing a process to update it regularly.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Chris Needham

Congressional Relations Specialist

USDA APHIS

202-799-7027
christopher.m.needham@aphis.usda.gov

From: Foley, Martha [mailto:Martha Folev@mail. house.govl
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Sent: Tuesday, February 07, 2017 5:47 PM
To: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS <Christopher.M.Needham@aphis.usda.gov>
Subject: RE: AWA licensees/registrants

Thanks!
It looks like this is as of 12/29/2016, not current?

From: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS [mailto:Christopher M.Needham@aphis.usda.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 07, 2017 4:51 PM

To: Foley, Martha <Martha.Foley@mail.house.gov>

Cc: Shea, Kevin - APHIS <Kevin A.Shea@aphis.usda.gov>

Subject: AWA licensees/registrants

Hi Martha,

As Kevin mentioned, we do now have a list of licensees and registrants on the APHIS website. It’s an
excel file posted to this page:
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalwelfare/sa_awa/ct_awa_regulated businesses

Here is a direct link o the file.

Il check in with Animal Care on your question about the ARS inspection reports.
If you need other information tonight, please let me know.

Chris Needham

Congressional Relations Specialist

USDA APHIS

202-799-7027
christopher.m.needham®@aphis.usda.goy

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.
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From: Schioeder, Jo

To: Needham, Chri her M - APHI
Subject: RE: APHIS Data

Date: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 3:15:09 PM

In general, how long would it take to get an APHIS report on a dog breeder, for instance?

From: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS [mailto:Christopher.M.Needham@aphis.usda.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 2:39 PM

To: Schioeder, Jo

Subject: RE: APHIS Data

it would be hard to give an estimate because it would depend on the types and volume of
information requested.

Chris Needham

Congressional Relations Specialist

USDA APHIS

202-799-7027
christopher.m.needham®@aphis.usda.goy

From: Schloeder, Jo [maifto:jo.Schiveder@mail.house.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 2:13 PM

To: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS <Christogher.M.Needham@aphis.usda.gov>
Subject: RE: APHIS Data

Thank you for your response. Please advise how long the FOIA process takes in this case.
Thanks again

From: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS [mgiigg:Christoghgr.M‘.ﬁéggghamfmaghig.uggg.ggv]
Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 10:51 AM

To: Schloeder, Jo
Subject: RE: APHIS Data

Hi Jo,
We understand your constituents’ concern on this issue. Last week, we announced the removal of

certain animal welfare information from the APHIS website, to include those inspection reports you
mentioned. The announcement on our website has more information about the decision.

With respect to your specific guestions, the decision was part of a process through which we will
evaluate which information we can repost and in which forms to comply with the needs to balance
public transparency on animal welfare needs with requirements to protect personal privacy. We do
anticipate being able to put some information back on that does not contain personal privacy
information and that we may be able to publish others once they have been sufficiently redacted to
remove personal information.
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We encourage those that would like the information to request those documents through the FOIA
process: https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/resources/foia/ct_how to_submit_a foia request

If you have any questions or need additional information, please let me know. Thanks!

Chris Needham

Congressional Relations Specialist

USDA APHIS

202-799-7027
christopher.m.needham@aphis.usda.gov

From: Fretz, Abbey - OSEC, Washington, DC

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 10:44 AM

To: Schloeder, Jo <Jg.Schiceder@mail.house.gov>

Cc: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS <Christopher.M.Needham®@aphis.usda.gov>
Subject: Re: APHIS Data

HiJo,
| hope this finds you well. | am looping my APHIS colleague Chris who can explain the situation.

Best,
Abbey

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 14, 2017, at 10:39 AM, Schloeder, Jo <jg.5chloeder@mail.house.gov> wrote:

Dear Ms. Fretz,

I left you a voice mail earlier today. | reach out to you today on behalf of Mr. Smith
regarding a question that was posed constituents. He has received emails regarding
the shutdown of the USDA database of breeder inspection reports (APHIS). Thisis
particularly alarming to constituents who rely on the USDA information to make an
informed buying choice when choosing breeders. Additionally, New jersey’s Pet
Purchase Protection Act ensures that NJ consumers would have easy access to breeder
information provided by the pet stores. However, with the USDA database unavailable,
they fear that the info must now be FOIA'd, taking weeks or months. For someone
who may be in the process of acquiring a family pet, this is a long time.

Can you tell me if this shut down is permanent or temporary. During the shutdown of

the database, how would constituents or the Congressman access this information? |
would appreciate any information you may be able to provide.
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Thank you very much for your assistance in this matter. | look forward to hearing from
you soon.

Sincerely,
Jo Schloeder

jo Smith Schloeder, District Director
Representative Chris Smith — NI-04
FREEHOLD DISTRICT OFFICE

112 Village Center Drive — 2 fl. (Raintree Plaza)
Freehold, N1 G7728

Voice — 732-780-3035

Fax — 732-780-3079

WASHINGTON, DC OFFICE
2373 Ravburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

202-225-3765

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.
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From: Foley, Martha

To: Needham, Chri her M - APHIL

Subject: Wanted to make sure you saw this in response to the suggestion APHIS has made that there was a decision to
do this before 1/20/17 - from Washington Post

Date: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 3:33:25 PM

Former Agriculture secretary Tom Vilsack said Tuesday that his senior staff

informed him toward the end of his term that the agency division
responsible for enforcing the Horse Protection and Animal Welfare acts was
recommending pulling the records from the website and instead making
them available via Freedom of Information Act requests. He said one
rationale was that doing so would reduce staff time spent on the documents.
Litigation was also a factor, he added, though he could not recall a specific

court case.

But Vilsack did not sign off on the recommendation — not because he
disagreed with it but because he believed it had major implications that
he didn’t have time to consider fully, he said. “There was not enough time
for us to properly vet the recommendation, and I was concerned about
transparency,” he explained.

hitps://www. washingtonpost.com/news/animalia/wp/2017/02/05/usda-animal-welfare-records-
purge-may-have-been-triggered-by-horse-indusiry-lawsuit/?utim term=.df6d24c14249
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From: Leazes, Dylan (Reed)
To: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS
Subject: RE: Question regarding USDA APHIS Website
Date: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 11:22:20 AM
Attachments: image001.png

im, 2.pn

imageQ03.png

image04.pn

Hello Chris,
Thanks for explaining the situation to me the other day, | appreciate the help.

We want to reach out to our constituents who have contacted us about this and | was
wondering if you would be able to provide a written explanation from USDA? We are hoping
we can just have something official in writing from USDA explaining the agency’s reasoning.
If you could do this how long would it take to get the letter to me (PDF version)?

Thanks and feel free to call at_

Thanks.
Dylan

From: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS [mailto:Christopher.M.Needham@aphis.usda.gov]

Sent: Thursday, February 9, 2017 1:19 PM

To: Leazes, Dylan (Reed) <Dylan_Leazes@reed.senate.gov>

Subject: RE: Question regarding USDA APHIS Website .

Hi Dylan,

We published information about the decision to remove certain animal welfare information from
our website on our website, at this link. We also published a Q&A docuraent with more information
about the decision.

I'm happy to answer any questions you may have about it.

Chris Needham

Congressional Relations Specialist

USDA APHIS

202-799-7027
christopher.m.needham@aphis.usda.gov

From: Fretz, Abbey - OSEC, Washington, DC
Sent: Thursday, February 09, 2017 1:08 PM
To: Leazes, Dylan (Reed) <Dyla 2azE )
Cc: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS <Chriatoohw M.Needham@aphis.usda.gov>
Subject: RE: Question regarding USDA APHIS Website
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Hi Dylan,

Thanks for reaching out. Chris Needham has been working closely on this issue and will provide you
that information.

Best,
Abbey

Abbey L. Fretz

Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary for Congressional Relations
U.S. Department of Agriculture

{202} 720-9962

From: Leazes, Dylan (Reed) [mailto:Dylan_Leazes@reed senate.gov]
Sent: Thursday, February 09, 2017 12:56 PM

To: Fretz, Abbey - OSEC, Washington, DC <Abbey.Fretz@aphis.usda.gov>
Subject: Question regarding USDA APHIS Website

Hello Ms. Fretz,

My name is Dylan Leazes, [ work for Senator Reed. Our office has many constituents who
have written in with concerns about information regarding the AWA and Horse Protection act
missing or being removed from the USDA APHIS Website.

I was hoping you can provide me with some information regarding the decision to remove the
information. You can reach me by email or atd

Thank you in advance for your help, and [ look forward to hearing from you,
Dylan Leazes

Office of U.S. Senator Jack Reed
728 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington. DC 20510
202-224-4642

B @@

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.
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From: Foley, Martha

To: Needham, Chri r M - APHI
Subject: RE: Not trying to pile on, I swear...

Date: Thursday, February 16, 2017 12:37:21 PM
Thank you.

As Secretary Vilsack told the Post and as | have confirmed personally with senior officials, the reason
for not going forward was not the press of business but the determination that it had not be
properly vetted. '

What did you do that made us aware of the decision before it was implemented?

From: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS [mailto:Christopher.M.Needham@aphis.usda.gov]
Sent: Thursday, February 16, 2017 10:18 AM

To: Foley, Martha <Martha.Foley@mail.house.gov>

Subject: RE: Not trying to pile on, | swear...

Hi Martha,

On your mediation question: We are not currently in mediation. We are in direct discussions with
the plaintiffs about the issues in the case without a mediator. The parties jointly filed an extension
which was granted (see attached) that allows us the opportunity to engage directly before any
potential mediation would begin.

On your question about decisionmaking, here’s Kevin Shea’s response, which he asked me to pass
along to you.

“I made the decision well before January 20 and | understood the delay in implementing it to be due
to an overload of announcements of actions that were made over the last few weeks of the previous
Administration. We wanted to make sure that stakeholders, including the appropriate congressional
committees, were aware of the decision before it was implemented. In late January | informed the
Acting Deputy Secretary of my decision and he concurred that we could proceed to implement the
decision.”

Please let me know if you have any other questions.

Chris Needham

Congressional Relations Specialist

USDA APHIS

202-799-7027
christopher.m.needham@aphis.usda.gov

From: Foley, Martha [mailto:Martha.Foley@mail.house. goy]

Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2017 4:42 PM

To: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS <Christopher.M.Needham@aphis.usda.gov>
Subject: RE: Not trying to pile on, | swear...
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Also, the WP said the case is in mediation. Is that true?
hitps//www . washingtonpost.com/news/animalia/wp/2017/02/08/usda-animal-welfare-records-
purge-may-have-been-triggered-hy-horse-industry-lawsuit/?utm _term=.df6d24c¢1a249

rom: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS [inailto.Chri
Sent: Monday, February 13, 2017 5:40 PM
To: Foley, Martha <Martha.Foley@mail.house.gov>
Subject: RE: Not trying to pile on, | swear...

0K, let me check on this. V'll be in touch.

Chris Needham
Congressional Relations Specialist
USDA APHIS
202-799-7027
h

From: Foley, Martha [mailto:Martha. Folev@mail.house.gov]

Sent: Monday, February 13, 2017 5:39 PM

To: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS <Christopher M. Needham@aphis.usda.gov>
Subject: RE: Not trying to pile on, | swear...

| do need an answer to this.
Thanks!

From: Foley, Martha

Sent: Thursday, February 09, 2017 9:18 PM

To: ‘Needham, Christopher M - APHIS' <Christopher.M.Needham@aphis.usda.gov>
Subject: Not trying to pile on, | swear...

..but I want to know who at USDA, above APHIS, approved the APHIS decision to remove the
materials from the website?
Thanks.

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.

2017-APHIS-2030-f



2017-APHIS-2230 000039

From: Foley, Martha

To: Needham, Chri er M - APHIS

Subject: Re: Updates to APHIS’ Website Involving Animal Welfare Act Compliance Information
Date: Friday, February 17, 2017 12:06:01 PM

What time will this be announced?

From: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS [mailto:Christopher.M.Needham@aphis.usda.gov]

Sent: Friday, February 17, 2017 12:02 PM

To: Straughn, Patricia; Wedig, Mykel; Crosswhite, Caleb; Knigge, Mary; Keys, Chelsie (Agriculture)
(Chelsie_Keys@ag.senate.gov) (Chelsie_Keys@ag.senate.gov) <Chelsie_Keys@ag.senate.gov>;
mary_olive@ag.senate.gov <mary_olive@ag.senate.gov>; anthony_seiler@ag.senate.gov
<anthony_seiler@ag.senate.gov>; 'grant_colvin@ag.senate.gov' <grant_colvin@ag.senate.gov>;
kyle_varner@ag.senate.gov <kyle_varner@ag.senate.gov>; O'Brien, Tom; Foley, Martha; Clarke, Carlisle
(Appropriations) (Carlisle_Clarke@appro.senate.gov) <Carlisle_Clarke@appro.senate.gov>;
'Bob_Ross@appro.senate.gov' <Bob_Ross@appro.senate.gov>

Cc: Fretz, Abbey - OSEC, Washington, DC <Abbey.Fretz@aphis.usda.gov>; Whittington, Tanika - APHIS
<Tanika.C.Whittington@aphis.usda.gov>; Wenberg, Michelle W - APHIS
<Michelle.W.Wenberg@aphis.usda.gov> ]

Subject: Updates to APHIS’ Website Involving Animal Welfare Act Compliance Information

Hello,

Later today, APHIS will post the first batch of animal welfare reports relating to certain institutions and
Federal Research facilities, an initial result of the ongoing comprehensive review of agency documents
that were removed in early February. Our intent is to balance the needs to protect personal privacy

with our desire for transparency. The reports will be reposted here:
htips://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalwelfare/SA_QObtain_Research_Facility_Annual_Report

Below, I've pasted a copy of the announcement we’ll be issuing at 1 today.
Please let me know if you have any questions.

Chris Needham

Congressional Relations Specialist

USDA APHIS

202-799-7027 ,

christopher m.needham®@aphis.usda.gov

Updates to APHIS’ Website Involving Animal Welfare Act Compliance Information

Today, APHIS is posting the first batch of annual reports of research institutions and inspection
reports for certain Federal research facilities that the Agency regulates under the Animal Welfare
Act. The reports posted are part of a comprehensive review of the documents the Agency
removed from its website in early February and are in the same redacted form as before.

To conduct the review, the entire agency search tool database was taken off line. As announced
on Feb. 7, 2017, the agency will continue to review records and determine which information is

appropriate for reposting.

APHIS is committed to ensuring the welfare of animals and continues to carry out the critical
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day-to-day work of ensuring the humane treatment of vulnerable animals through unannounced
inspections, pre-compliance visits, horse protection inspections, and other activities.

The reposted information can be found on our website, here: (insert weblink). In addition, some
enforcement records (such as initial decision and orders, default decisions, and consent decisions)
will continue to be available on the USDA’s Office of Administrative Law Judge’s website
(htps:/Awww oalidecisions.dm.usda.gov/).

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties.
If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and delete the
email immediately.
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Linited States Senate o0

WASHINGTON, DC 20810

February 13, 2017

Michael Young

Acting Deputy Secretary of Agriculture
United States Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Acting Deputy Secretary Young,

We are writing to cxpress our concern regarding the recent decision by the United States
Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) to
remove information from its website related to oversight and enforcement of the Animal Welfare
Act (AWA) and the Horse Protection Act (HPA), including inspection reports for all regulated
entitics and annual reports submitted by research laboratoriecs. We are urging the USDA to
restore access to this information on its website immediately. For multiple years, APHIS has
provided this information to the public, which created an atmosphere of transparency
surrounding the accountability and enforcement of animal cruelty laws. The removal of this
information could have profound consequences going forward regarding the enforcement of
animal cruelty laws nationwide.

Congress passed the AWA and the HPA decades ago and has appropriated tens of millions of
dollars to the USDA for enforcement of these laws in recent years. The USDA annually inspects
approximately 9,000 licensed facilities including commercial dog and cat breeding facilities,
laboratories, zoos, circuses, airlines, Tennessee walking horse shows, and other operations. The
work product that USDA employces create through these enforcement programs provides critical
information about both compliant and non-compliant licensees. This information is valued by
lawmakers; the media; a variety of industries that use animals in commerce, exhibition, and
research; the animal welfare community; and the general public.

The public has a right to know if regulated entities have subjected animals in their care to abuse
or otherwise failed to meet basic welfare standards. Public access to information can guide
consumer decision making and plays an important role in deterring regulated entities from
violating the law. For instance, a family will now have difficulty knowing that their family
puppy did not come from puppy mill with a long track record of AWA violations. In addition,
spectators at horse shows will no longer know if a specific horse trainer has a history of HPA
violations. Also, a consumer purchasing cosmetics products will no longer have the certainty of
knowing that the product being purchased comes from a company that is fully compliant with the
AWA. Furthermore, scientific laboratories, circuses, aguariums, zoos and other for-profit animal
businesses will no longer fcel the pressure to fully comply with the AWA now that their
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violations will no longer be publicly available. These are just a few examples of the impact,
intended or unintended, from the USDA'’s retreat from transparency. :

Lack of access to AWA and HPA documents not only undermines the effectiveness of these
federal laws, but also interferes with state and local laws meant to protect animals and
consumers. For example, seven states currently prohibit the sale of dogs from breeding
operations with a history of serious AWA violations. Without ready access to inspection reports,
dog sellers in those states will have no practical way to comply with these laws, and state and
local law enforcement efforts will be severely impeded.

We would like to know the following:

1. What led to the decision to remove this critical information from the USDA’s APHIS
website and who, specifically within the USDA and elsewhere, was involved with and
authorized this decision?

2. The USDA states that courts are continually issuing decisions regarding privacy and
this is a reason for the removal of this online information. What court cases, decisions
and legal precedent, specifically, is the USDA using to base this decision upon?

3. Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests routinely take months and even years to
be fulfilled. Why does the USDA believe that a FOIA request is now the best and most
transparent method for obtaining information related to violations of the AWA and the
HPA; information that was previously readily available?

4. The USDA’s Office of Inspector General (OIG) has previously described APHIS’s
enforcement of the AWA and HPA as “ineffective” and USDA OIG initiated audits of
AWA and HPA enforcement, in part, because the public had access to APHIS’s
inspection reports and demanded action. With this in mind, does the USDA believe that
providing the public with less information will help the USDA to enforce these critical

federal animal protection laws?

Again, we hope that the USDA will rethink this decision and immediately restore public access
to this information. Thank you and we look forward to hearing from the USDA in a timely

fashion.

Sincerely,

g T e ot T —

Robert Menendez JDianne Feinstein
United States Senator United States Senator
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RicardDurin
United States Senator

B

Tamm )f Baldwin

United States Senator

Kirsten Gillibrand
United States Senator

Ao Slbmen p

Richard Blumenthal
United States Senator

United States Senator
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Ron Wyden 7
United States Senator

Jowm U

Tom Udall
United States Senator

Chat Gl

Charles E. Schumer
United States Senator

Elizabeth Warren
United States Senator

Yy

elers
United States Senator
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Martin Heinrich
United States Senator

£

Benjamin L. Cardin
United States Senator
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Patty Murray
United States Senator

Hitrei (ofrnnc

Maria Cantwell
United States Senator
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Bernard Sanders
United States Senator
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@ongress of the United States
Washington, BE 20515

February 14, 2017

The Honorable Donald J. Trump
President of the United States
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President,

We are writing today in response to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service’s (APHIS) decision to remove from its website key documents
regarding enforcement and oversight of the Animal Welfare Act (AWA) and Horse Protection
Act (HPA), including inspection reports for all regulated entities and annual reports submitted by
research laboratories.

We join a broad coalition of organizations - from animal welfare groups to pet store chains,
biomedical research groups, and accredited zoos and aquariums — in urging the agency to restore
comprehensive online, searchable access to these documents immediately in order to maintain
ongoing transparency.

Congress passed the Animal Welfare Act and the Horse Protection Act decades ago, and in
recent years Congress has provided tens of millions of dollars for enforcement of these laws.
USDA annually inspects approximately 9,000 licensed facilities including commercial dog and
cat breeding facilities, laboratories, zoos, circuses, airlines, Tennessee walking horse shows, and
other operations. The work product of USDA employees executing these enforcement programs
- invaluable information about both compliant and non-compliant licensees -~ is valued by
lawmakers; the media; a variety of industries that use animals in commerce, exhibition, and
research; the animal welfare community; and the general public. These are two of our nation’s
most important and broadly supported animal welfare programs.

The public has a right to know if regulated entities have subjected animals in their care to abuse
or otherwise failed to meet basic welfare standards. Public access to information can guide
consumer decision-making and plays an important role in deterring regulated entities from
violating the law. Public release of inspection reports and laboratory annual reports increases
pressure on entities to abide by the rules.

Access to these records has enabled the public to learn about many animal-care violations
including by puppy mills, roadside zoos, and training barns engaged in cruel horse soring. It has
also provided accountability for research facilities that violate the law, and allowed assessment
of how many animals are used (often with taxpayer funding) for research that causes unrelieved
pain.

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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Lack of access to AWA and HPA documents not only undermines these federal laws, but also
interferes with state and local laws meant to protect animals and consumers. For example, seven
states currently prohibit the sale of dogs from breeding operations with a history of serious AWA
violations. Without ready access to inspection reports, dog sellers in those states will have no
practical way to comply with these laws, and state and local law enforcement efforts will be
severely impeded.

While the agency has indicated that the public can access these documents by submitting a
request under the Freedom of Information Act, history has shown that such requests can take
months, and even years, to fulfill. We should be increasing govemment transparency, not
diminishing it and shielding those cited for violations of these key animal welfare laws. We hope
you will immediately restore what was removed from USDA’s website regarding the Animal
Welfare Act and Horse Protection Act, and resume posting inspection reports, annual reports,
and other animal welfare related documents so that the public can access them in an efficient and

timely way.

Sincerely,

Martha McSally Lou Barletta

Member of Congress Member of Congress
OW@W*M %/g

Lucille RoybdlAllard Vern Buchanan

Member of Congress Member of Congress

Donald S. Beyer Jr.
Megnber of Congress

Earl Blumenauer

Jilliam R. Keating \ Gerald E. Connol

Member of Congress Member of Congress
Ted W. Lleu Gregory W. Mee M
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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2017-APHIS-2230 000047

Walter B. Jonese, Frederica S. Wilson

Member of Congress

Wm. Lacy Clfty
Member of Congress

M«/.M

Eleanor Holmes Norton

Member of Congress ! Member of Congress
Diana DeGette Eliot L. Engel 5
Member of Congress Member of Congress
‘léxmﬁr;d); """""""""""" . Adam Schiff %
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Dwight Evans Dan Lipins

Member of Congress Member of Congress
Charlie Crist o Ro Khanna

Member of Congress Member of Congress

Hank Johnson Kurt Schrader

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Tony €ardenas Adam Smith
Member of Congress

. Costello
MemMer of Congress

Nerney Debbie Wasserman Schultz E 5

MefSer of Congress Member of Congress

Jated Poli

ember of Congress

Josh Gotthelmer

Member of C Cg :

Sheila Jackson Nee
Member of Congress

Alcee Has}ings Gwen Moore
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Dina Titus Barbara Lee
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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:Pramila Jayapal & 3

Member of Congress

du Dy

jﬁdy hu
Member of gress

~

P4
m Jangevin® ¢
ber of Congress

L 4

David N.
Member of Congress

Member of Congress

Bill Pascrell, Jr.
Member of Congress

<

John K. Delaney
Member of Congress

Darren Soto
Member of Congress

Joseph P.

I
ember of LLongress

David Price
Member of Congress

2017-APHIS-2030-f

000049

yyymn

Susan A. Davis
Member of Congress

Mark Pocan
Member of Congress

“Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

Member of Congress

Paul Tonko
Member of Congress

. -~

Nydia Velazquez
Member of Congress

,
Linda T. Sanche

Member of Congress

Oy o Opacir

Dan”K. Davis

ﬁf‘&&’(‘ess &\/\_\

JAmes P. McGovern
: ber of Congress
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ITOm O’T‘l a“er'an
Member ofPOng ess

“John Yﬂmfuth
Member of Congress

qovis Meksui

ris Matsui
Member of Congress

Makalte. Ao B

Michelle Lujan Grisham
Member of Congress

Vicente Gonzalez
ember of Congress

thleen Rice
Member of Congress

Ted Deutch

¢E. Serrano
ember of Congress
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Brad Sherman
Member of Congress

NOrma J‘ TOI’% %:—»

Member of Congress
P

Lois Fl‘ﬂhkel

Member of Congress

Rosa DeLauro
Memb'er of ngress

Chris Smith
Member of Congress

“Brenda L. L rence '
Member of Congress

Member of Congress

Suziae Bonamici

Member of Congress

Sires
mber of Co

Member of COngres

arol Shea-l’orter
Member of Congress
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Mike Quigley
Member of Congfess,

Peter Welch i Kath@rine Clark
Member of Congress Member of Congress

delme Z Bo pi] allo

e 2

Jglin Sarbanes
ember of Congress Member of Congress
3 énjalva :ﬁ Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress Member of Congress

a.
Frank Pallone, Jr
Member of Congress
ilemon Vela Matt Gaetz
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Niki Tsongas Z“ﬁatko

Member of Congress Member of Congress

g’—‘f o~
David Joyce

Member of Congress
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Fax From
Congressman MacArthur
Address: 335 East Main Street, Marlion, NJ 08083

ePhone: (836)-267-8182
o Fax: (B86)-874-4657

To: O{ g 0,4-
At:tentior;: Tw gq #’\
From: W, Constituent Services Representative

Subject: Congressional Inquiry

Constituent Name:

Fax to:Q\OQ - 7'20 '“807)

Phone:

g: Please see the attached documents in support of
our inquh-y Thank you very much for your assistance.

Page 1 of

g1 W4 S a3 Ll

1) Www%@

%ﬁﬂﬁﬁ §%§i 40 301340
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Angs LaTNieT, New Jpsagy

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES COMMITTES ON NATURAL RESOURCES
SR Gongress of the United States BT S
N SUBCOMMITTEE DN
enduscomuEs O #Houge of Representatives WATER, POWER AND OCEANS
Washington, B 205153003

February 15, 2017

Mr. Todd Batta

Assistant Secretary for Congressional Relations
U.S. Department of Agriculture

219a Whiiten Building

1400 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, DC 20250-0001

Dear Mr, Batta, .

has contacted Congressman Tom MacArthur's office in resolving a matter with
which you might be able to provide assistance. Enclosed are copies of the information we have
been provided on the particular situation for your review, Requesting the status of the USDA
puppy mill list which is missing. '

Your prompt consideration would be greatly appreciated as [Jf is cager to resolve this matter
as soon as possible. A copy of your response will be sent to Congressman Tom
MacArthur's constituent. If you could please send your response to:

Office of Congressman Tom MacArthur
Attn: Kyle Melander

Po Box 122

Marlton, NJ, 08053

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 856-267-5182,
Sincerely,

Kyle Melander
Constituent Services Representative

QCEAN COUNTY WASHINGTON Q.G BURLINATON COUNTY,
33 WAGHINGTON STREEY S08 CAHINDN HOUGE QRECE SLbING 535 BABY MAWV STREERY
TOME RIVER, NJ 08763 WABHINGTON, D.O. 20518 MARLTON, NJ 58083
{132) Beo-8408 10X J2b-47586 185D} 2075182
{T32) 994137 (FAX) {202} 2250773 (FAX| (86} S7qA847 FAX)

nmparhur i gy
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(RSP I SRS A

TOM A
MACARTHUR

JRD DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY

Y H Tl

In accordance with the Privacy Act of 1874 (5 U.S.C. § 552a), | hereby authorize Congressman Tom
MacArthur or a designated member of his staff to inquire with the following federal agency on my behalf.

M SDA

Federal Agency N "
ssﬁrmture’:.--—__ Date: 2 / L2 / lé .

Pioaoo provide all of the following information and return this form to one of the district offices, llsteﬂ
begin processing your request.

First N

Street

Ciy

Primary Phone #

Date of Birth Social Security Number
Would you like to receive Congressman MacArthur's weekly e-Newsletter? Yes: U1 No: [

Please ¢learly print a detailed deacription of your issue below, Do not write “SEE ATTACHED.”

fappley M gt missme
v J J

Township of Toms River Town Hall P.O. Box 122
33 Washington Street, Toms River, NJ 08753 Gibaon House Community Center
Phone: 732-569-8495 | Fax: 732-868-8137 535 Eagt Mair Street, Marltan, NJ 08053

Phone: 886-267-58182 | Fax; 858-574-4657
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From:  Lowe, Molly <Molly.Lowe@mail.house.gov>

Sent: Friday, February 17,2017 11:25 AM
To: AGSEC - OES

Subject: Calvert USDA Letter

Attachments: Calvert USDA Letter.pdf

Hello,

Please see a letter attached from my boss to the Acting Deputy Secretary.

Thank you,

Molly Lowe

Office of Congressman Ken Calvert (CA-42)
2205 Rayburn House Office Building

(202) 225-1986
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Michael Young

Acting Deputy Secretary

U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Ave., S W.
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Acting Deputy Secretary Young,

I am writing today in response to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service’s (APHIS) announcement on February 3, 2017, regarding the removal
of previously publicly available animal welfare reports from its website.

It is my understanding that the removal of the documentation related to the administration of the
Animal Welfare Act (AWA) and Horse Protection Act (HPA), including inspection reports,
research facility annual reports, and lists of persons licensed and registered under the AWA,
came in response to the pending court case, Contender Farms, L.L.P., Lee Mcgartiand, Mike
Mecgartland and Show, Inc. v. United States Department of Agriculture, and liability concerns
related to the violation of due process rights and the privacy of individuals involved in
inspections conducted by APHIS. As the USDA explained in the Editor’s Note to the
announcement, dated February 7, 2017, the decision to remove this information has been in
motion for a number of months, and had been under consideration by the previous
Administration.

While ] understand that these concerns must be addressed by the USDA, as an advocate for
animal welfare and transparency in the federal government, I found the removal of this vital
information troubling. As you are aware, APHIS’s online database provided a rare look into
animal use data and was a widely used resource that provided information to entities concerned
with monitoring trends in animal research.

For many years | have advocated for transparency in the federal government as it relates to the
welfare of animals. In 2000, my legislation, the ICCVAM Authorization Act, was signed into
law and created the interagency government committee charged with promoting the use of more
accurate and cost-efficient alternatives to animal use for toxicity testing by federal agencies.

More recently, Iintroduced H.R. 81 6, the Federal Accountability in Chemical Testing Act,

which specifies that biennial progress reports already required under the ICCVAM Authorization
Act include details on the number and type of animals used by each agency as well as what tests
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they conducted. This legislation would allow the federal government to effectively measure the
progress of ICCVAM in two year increments, while providing important information on the
development, validation, acceptance, and utilization of alternative test methods.

I understand the perspective of the USDA that it is difticult to ensure that posted documentation
follows the Privacy Act of 1974. However, I do believe there is a way to address these concerns
while still making this information available. I hope the USDA will put forward every effort to
continue to provide this vital information to the public and I would welcome your feedback on
how the Department could do so.

KEN CALVERT
Member of Congress

2017-APHIS-2030-f
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February 16, 2017

Michael Young

Acting Deputy Secretary of Agriculture
United States Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Acting Deputy Secretary Young,

I am writing to express my concern about the United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA)
actions on February 3, 2017, to remove information regarding enforcement of the Animal
Welfare Act (AW A) and the Horse Protection Act (HPA) from USDA’s Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service (APHIS) website. The documents that USDA removed contained
important information about enforcement of and compliance with animal welfare laws in the
8,000 licensed U.S. facilities that use animals, including commercial dog breeding facilities,
animal research laboratories, animals in zoos and aquariums, and Tennessee Walking horse
exhibitors. Specifically, the types of documents removed included facility inspection reports,
lists of regulated entities, enforcement records, and research facility annual reports. Such
information had been publicly posted on APHIS’s website for years. The information was a
valuable resource to provide transparency into USDA’s enforcement of these important animal
welfare laws and allowed the public to see cases of abuse and mistreatment of animals.

Given this action to remove information was made with no warning and little explanation, many
questions have surfaced. I ask that you provide me with a written response to the following
questions no later than March 1, 2017.

1. Please provide me with a detailed list of all information USDA removed from the
APHIS’s website related to the AWA and HPA. Describe the entire basis for
USDA’s decision to remove the information. Who made the decision to remove this
information? Was this decision made solely by APHIS or were other Administration
officials involved in making this decision?

2. Why did USDA decide now to remove this information even though it had long been
previously been posted on the USDA’s website?
3. Is it USDA’s position that any laws or regulations required the removal of

enforcement information for the AWA and HPA? Please provide any such legal basis
for each type of information removed from the website.

4. Did any administration policy changes require the removal of this information? If so,
please provide such policies.
5. The Freedom of Information Act requires the public disclosure of certain information.

For example, section 552 requires making available documents “likely to become
subject of subsequent requests for substantially the same records.” Given that these
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types of records have been used for years by animal welfare groups and others, do
you believe removal of these records violates this provision of the Freedom of
Information Act?

6. APHIS stated that those seeking information related to AWA and HPA should submit
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests. Generally, it takes a long time to get
responses to FOIA requests. What alternative methods will USDA commit to use to
mabke the types of documents that USDA recently removed from APHIS’s website
available in a timely fashion?

If your staff has questions regarding this letter, please have them contact Mary Beth Schultz on
the minority staff of the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry at (202) 224-
2035.

Sincerely,

o
Debbie Stabenow
Ranking Member

2017-APHIS-2030-f



2017-APHIS-2230 000060

State of mmmimt

GENERAL ASSEMBLY
STATE CAPITOL
300 CAPITOL AVENUE
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106-1591

February 17, 2017

Secretary of Agriculture-Designate George E. Perdue
U.S. Department of Agriculture

1400 Independence Ave., S.W.

Washington, DC 20250

Dear Secretary-Designate Perdue,

I am writing to you to express my deep concern about the United States Department of
Agriculture’s recent decision to remove a variety of records, including animal welfare inspection
reports and enforcement records, from its website. These previously public documents provide
the records of violations of the Animal Welfare Act, which regulates every commercial animal
facility in the country, from zoos to research laboratories to dog breeders. These records have
been used to reveal multiple cases of animal abuse or mistreatment, many of which would not
have come to light without access to this formerly public information. Perhaps the most well-
known recent instances have been the mistreatment of animals at SeaWorld and at the Ringling
Brothers Circus. After the public outery resulting from the abuses found in these reports, the
Ringling Brothers Circus has closed its doors and SeaWorld faces increasing pressure to improve
its treatment of captive whales.

These records were also used by state agencies, in Connecticut and across the country, to ensure
that entities operating within the state have followed USDA regulations. For example,
Connecticut’s statutes regarding pet shops not only prohibits shops in the state from obtaining a
dog or cat from any breeder not in possession of a current and valid license from the USDA, but
also prohibits the shop from selling an animal from a breeder who has committed a single direct
violation or three or more indirect violations of USDA regulations during the last two years.
Without the access to records documenting these violations, how can a Connecticut pet shop and
subsequently its customers, be sure that an animal comes from a reputable breeder? Further, how
can the Connecticut Department of Agriculture fulfill its statutory obligations regarding dog or
cat breeders, or regarding any other animal facility within the state, without access to this
information? ’

2017-APHIS-2030-f
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Secretary Perdue
February 17, 2017
Page 2

The removal of public records from a government agency’s website is not a partisan issue. We
should all be concerned about moves that restrict government transparency, particularly when the
move is as drastic as removing documentation of violations. 1 urge the United State Department
of Agriculture to rethink this decision and restore public access to this information immediately.
Thank you for your attention to this issue.

Sincerely,
Bob Duff ‘ Cathy Osten
State Senate Majority Leader State Senator

2017-APHIS-2030-f
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Secretary of Agriculture-Designate
George E. Perdue

U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Ave,, SW.
Washington, DC 20250
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From: Regan, Garth (Burr) <Garth_Regan@burr.senate.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, March 01, 2017 9:13 AM
To:  AGSEC - OES

Subject: FW: Karen Phillips
Attachments: 20170301091643654.pdf

Good Morning, _
Please let me know if you have any trouble opening the attachment. Thanks.

Garth Regan

Deputy Director of Economic Development
Director of Field Operations

Office of Senator Richard Burr
336.631.5125 (O)

(C)

336.725.4493 (F)

From: Regan, Garth (Burr)

Sent: Tuesday, February 28, 2017 12:46 PM

To: 'agsec@osec.usda.gov' <agsec(@osec.usda.gov>
Subject: Karen Phillips

Good Afternoon,

Please see the attached Release Form and correspondence from one of Senator Burr’s
constituents. Please let me know if you need any additional info to help address her concern.
Thanks.

Garth Regan
Deputy Director of Economic Development
Director of Field Operations
Office of Senator Richard Burr
336.631.5125 (O)

(©)
336.725.4493 (F)

2017-APHIS-2030-f
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RESHARD| 217 Russell Senate Office Buitding

BURR Washington, DC 20510

PHONE (202) 224-3154

L8 BENAYOILEOR

soptichrouna| FAX (202) 228-2981 REGE!VED
FE8-24-20H
PRIVACY ACT RELEASE FORM d Burr, M.
“&anmmon.

The provisions of Fublic Law 93-679 (Privacy Act of 1974) prohibit the disclosure of
information of a personaf nature from the files of an individual without their axpressed
consent, Accordingly, i authorize S8enator Richard Burr or any authorized membor of his staff
to access any and all of my records that relate to the problem stated below.

FEDERAL AGENCY OR DEPARTMENT: Please specily the name of the Federal Agency or
Department involved in the space provided below:

Signature , Date
February 08, 2017

5 o 097 b S 15 I B 5 o B N0 28 00 8 3NN S QoS B sty 200 Skt 5

Mall Formto . e ' _or Fax to Winston Salem
Senator Richard Burr {338) 725-4483

217 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510

Your lnformatlon

4 o AR, g e LA rmr samen o T X NS x4 5 i A 40 A 8 e R 02 BN R 1 Mt . e X 4 S e 2 . RO G O D N & Ao SN

Name ‘ Address

imi" Date of Birth

Bocial Security Number

2017-APHIS-2030-f
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3
(3.1&;189’ust other individuals with whom you authorize the release of information on your case:

NATURE OF PROBLEM: Pleaseé provide a complete statement on the reverse slde of this form
regarding the nature of the problem and the assistance needed trom the offlce of Senator
Richard Burr. Pleass attach coples of any additiona! pertinent documents.

Statemaent:

This is a problem with USDA which was not on your list to choose from as a problem
agency. | am writing regarding animal welfare. The USDA has changed it opsrations with
regard to publicly showing on its web site inspection Report info. It has taken off animal
weliare reports. Bafore one gould go online and find all commercial animal operations that
have sanclions for cruelly and viglations. Thig hasg heiped many agencies trying to prevent
abuse of animals. Just on Fox New Tucker Carlson's show, Beagle Freedom Project was
interviewsd. Before the list of unjversities and researchers who experiment with anlmals
was postad, this Project would be able to reach out to thess tacilities to help Beagles who
are alive after experiments have been conducted. They would take and place these
beagles in homes. Now they can't do that which means that many animals, not just
beagies, who are used for experimentation, may die. This Is tragic. | am astounded that
this has happenad. Even more so that President Trump has been blamed for this. That is
outrageous in itself. Please discuss this with whoaver it is necessary to discuss it with so
that the list wiii go back on.

2017-APHIS-2030-f
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From: Foley, Martha

To: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS

Subject: RE: Updates to APHIS’ Website Involving Animal Welfare Act and Horse Protection Act Compliance Information
Date: Friday, February 03, 2017 12:27:32 PM

Well,  assumed it was effective at 1PM.
| will need cached versions of everything that was on the website as of whenever it was taken down.

From: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS [mailto:Christopher.M.Needham @aphis.usda.gov]
Sent: Friday, February 03, 2017 12:27 PM

To: Foley, Martha <Martha.Foley@mail. house.gov>

Subject: RE: Updates to APHIS’ Website Involving Animal Welfare Act and Horse Protection Act
Compliance Information

Yes, the plan was to remove the material and announce it in the same day.

Chris Needham

Congressional Relations Specialist

USDA APHIS

202-799-7027
christopher.m.needham@aphis.usda.goy

From: Foley, Martha [mailto:Martha.Foley@mail.house gov)

Sent: Friday, February 03, 2017 12:22 PM

To: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS <Christopher. M. Needham @aphis. .
Subject: RE: Updates to APHIS’ Website Involving Animal Welfare Act and Horse Protection Act
Compliance Information

Apparently those changes have already taken place???

From: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS [mailto:Ch
Sent: Friday, February 03, 2017 12:15 PM

To: Foley, Martha <Martha.Folev@mail house gov>

Subject: RE: Updates to APHIS” Website Involving Animal Welfare Act and Horse Protection Act
Compliance Information

Will do. Vil be in touch.

Chris Needham

Congressional Relations Specialist

USDA APHIS

202-799-7027
christopher.m.needham®@aphis.usda.goy

From: Foley, Martha [mailto:Martha. Folevy@mail.house.gov]
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Sent: Friday, February 03, 2017 12:13 PM

To: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS <Christopher. M. Needham@aphis.usda.gov>

Subject: RE: Updates to APHIS’ Website Involving Animal Welfare Act and Horse Protection Act
Compliance Information

Can you check with Bernadette and give me times she is available?
I am relatively open.
Thx.

From: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS [mailto.Christopher M. Needham@aphis.usda.gzov]
Sent: Friday, February 03, 2017 12:12 PM

To: Foley, Martha <Martha.Foley@®mail.house.gov>

Subject: RE: Updates to APHIS’ Website Involving Animal Welfare Act and Horse Protection Act
Compliance Information

I can work to set something up. When would be a good time for you?

Chris Needham

Congressional Relations Specialist

USDA APHIS

202-799-7027
christopher.m.needham@aphis.usda.gov

From: Foley, Martha [mailto:Martha. Folev@imail. house.gov]
Sent: Friday, February 03, 2017 12:09 PM
‘To: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS <Christ ML
Subject: RE: Updates to APHIS’ Website Involving Animal Welfare Act and Horse Protection Act
Compliance Information

I am not happy with this.
Will need a briefing.

From: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS [mailto:Christopher.M.Needham®@aphis.usda.gov]

Sent: Friday, February 03, 2017 12:01 PM

To: Straughn, Patricia <Patricia.Straughn@mail.house.gov>; Wedig, Mykel

<Mvkel Wedig@mail.house.gov>; Crosswhite, Caleb <Caleb Crosswhite@mail. house.gov>; Knigge,
Mary <Mary.Knigge@mail.house gov>; Keys, Chelsie (Agriculture) (Chelsie _Keys@ag.senate.gov)
(Chelsie_Keys@ag.senate.gov) <Chelsie_Keys@ag.senate.gov>; Stoskopf, Wayne (Agriculture)
<Wayne_ Stoskopf@ag.senate gov>; mary olive@ag senate.gov; 'grant_colvin@ag.senate.gov'
<grant_colvin@ag.senate.gov>; kyle varner@ag.senate.goyv; O'Brien, Tom
<Tom.O'Brien@mail.house.gov>; Foley, Martha <Martha. Foley@mail.house.gov>; Clarke, Carlisle
(Appropriations) (Carlisle_Clarke@appro.senate.gov) <Carlisle JEI0F:
‘Bob_Ross@appro.senate.gov' <Bgb Ross@appr hate,
Cc: Fretz, Abbey - OSEC, Washington, DC <Abbey. Fretz@:
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APHIS <Tanika.C.Whittington@aphis.usda.gov>; Wenberg, Michelle W - APHIS

<Michelle W . Wenberg@aphis.usda.goy>

Subject: Updates to APHIS’ Website Involving Animal Welfare Act and Horse Protection Act
Compliance Information

Hello,

At 1 p.m. today, APHIS will be announcing changes to its website and how it shares certain
information involving the Horse Protection Act and the Animal Welfare Act. More information about
these actions are in the stakeholder announcement we’ll be issuing later, and in the attached Q&A
document.

If you have any questions, please let me know.

Chris Needham

Congressional Relations Specialist

USDA APHIS

202-799-7027
christopher.m.needham®@aphis.usda.gov

Updates to APHIS’ Website Involving
Animal Welfare Act and Horse Protection Act
Compliance Information

For more than a decade, the United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) has shared information on its website concerning its
administration of the Animal Welfare Act (AWA) and Horse Protection Act (HPA). This
information includes inspection reports, research facility annual reports, and lists of persons
licensed and registered under the AWA, as well as lists of persons licensed by USDA-certified
horse industry organizations and associations (HIOs) to inspect horses for compliance with the
HPA. More recently, APHIS also began posting AWA and HPA regulatory correspondence
and enforcement-related information to its website for the general public to view.

APHIS, during the past year, has conducted a comprehensive review of the information it
posts on its website for the general public to view. As a result of the comprehensive review,
APHIS has implemented actions to remove certain personal information from documents it
posts on APHIS’ website involving the Horse Protection Act and the Animal Welfare Act.
Going forward, APHIS will remove from its website inspection reports, regulatory
correspondence, research facility annual reports, and enforcement records that have not
received final adjudication. APHIS will also review and redact, as necessary, the lists of
licensees and registrants under the AWA, as well as lists of designated qualified persons
(DQPs) licensed by USDA-certified horse industry organizations.

Those seeking information from APHIS regarding inspection reports, regulatory
correspondence, and enforcement records should submit Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
requests for that information. Records will be released when authorized and in a manner
consistent with the FOIA and Privacy Act. If the same records are frequently requested via
the FOIA process, in most instances APHIS may post the appropriately redacted versions to its
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website. In addition, some enforcement records (such as initial decision and orders, default
decisions, and consent decisions) will continue to be avallable on the USDA’s Office of
Administrative Law Judge’s website (hitp://www.oalidecisions.dm.usda.gov).

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.
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From: Keys, Chelsie (Agriculture)

To: Needham, Christopher M - APHI
Subject: FYI

Date: Tuesday, February 07, 2017 12:15:55 PM

I’'m pretty sure the animal welfare groups have issued some sort of action alert RE your website
changes. I've heard from several offices that have been getting a ton of calls. Just wanted to tip you

off!

Chelsie Keys

Senior Professional Staff

U.S. Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry
Chairman Pat Roberts (R-KS)

202-B)6)
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From: O"Brien, Tom

To: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS
Subject: RE: APHIS Meeting

Date: Tuesday, February 07, 2017 1:18:16 PM
Chris,

That is my fault. | originally asked for today, but | now see that you suggested tomorrow at
1:00PM. 1 will join the call tomorrow then.

Thank you,
Tom

Tom O’Brien

House Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Agriculture

2362A Rayburn Building

202 (b) (6) .

From: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS [mailto:Christopher.M.Needham@aphis.usda.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 07, 2017 1:16 PM

To: O'Brien, Tom <Tom.O'Brien@mail.house.gov>

Subject: Re: APHIS Meeting

Hey Tom -- sorry for the confusion but | had this down for Wednesday. Will that work for you?

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 7, 2017, at 1:13 PM, O'Brien, Tom <Tom.O'Brien@mail.house.gov> wrote:

Let us know when you are ready. Thanks

Tom O’Brien
House Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Agriculture

2362A Rayburn Building
20200

From: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS
[mailto:Christopher. M. Needham@aphis.usda.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 07, 2017 12:22 PM

To: O'Brien, Tom <Tgim. O Brien@mail.house.gov>
Subject: RE: APHIS Meeting

Hi Tom,

Here's the conference line for tomorrow:
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Phone:

Access Code:

Chris Needham

Congressional Relations Specialist

USDA APHIS

202-799-7027
christopher.m.needham®@aphis.usda.goy

From: O'Brien, Tom [mailtc:Tom.Q'Brien@mail.house.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, February 07, 2017 10:09 AM

To: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS <Christopher. M Needham@aphis.usda.gov>
Subject: RE: APHIS Meeting

Sure. For this briefing, a conference call is fine. | will ask Pam Miller of our staff
to join me. Thanks, Tom

Tom O'Brien

House Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Agriculture

2362A Rayburn Building

202-0)(6)

From: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS
[mailto:Christopher. M.Needham@aphis.usda.zov)
Sent: Tuesday, February 07, 2017 10:04 AM

To: O'Brien, Tom <Tom.O'Brien@mail. house.gov>
Subject: Re: APHIS Meeting

If you're ok with the phone, that probably works best.

| can send around a line later this morning.

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 7, 2017, at 10:02 AM, O'Brien, Tom <Iom.O'Brien@mail.house.gov> wrote:

Chris,
1:00 PM will work. Are you up on the Hill or did you want to do the
brief by phone?

Thanks, Tom
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Tom O'Brien

House Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Agriculture

2362A Rayburn Building

i

202-B¥E =
From: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS
[mailto:Christopher. M.Needham@aphis.usda.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 07, 2017 9:12 AM

To: O'Brien, Tom <Tom.Q'Brien@mail.house.gov>
Subject: RE: APHIS Meeting

Hi Tom,

Would Wednesday at 1 work?
Otherwise, we're pretty flexible on Thursday, aside from 10-11 and 2:30
to 3:30.

Let me know what works.

Chris Needham

Congressional Relations Specialist

USDA APHIS

202-798-7027
christopher.m.needham@aphis.usda.goyv

From: O'Brien, Tom [mailto: Tom O'Brien@mail.house.gov]
Sent: Monday, February 06, 2017 2:24 PM

To: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS
<Christopher M. Needham@aphis.usda.gov>

Subject: RE: APHIS Meeting

Thanks Chris

Tom O'Brien

House Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Agriculture

2362A Rayburn Building

2028068

From: Needham, Christopher M - APHIS
[mailto:Christopher. M. Needham@aphis.usda.gov]
Sent: Monday, February 06, 2017 2:05 PM

To: O'Brien, Tom <Iom.O'Brien@mail. house gov>
Subject: APHIS Meeting

000073
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Hi Tom,

| heard from Abbey that you had requested a briefing on the recent
AWA/Privacy Act announcement. I’'m working to ID a few times for Kevin
Shea and OGC to speak with you. I'll be in touch soon.

Chris Needham

Congressional Relations Specialist

USDA APHIS

202-799-7027
christopher.m.needham@aphis.usda.gov

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA
solely for the intended recipients. Any unauthorized interception of
this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains
may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error,
please notify the sender and delete the email immediately.
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