governmentattic.org

“Rummaging in the government s attic”

Description of document: Two (2) Federal Housing Finance Agency (FHFA) records:
Page 4 only of Nell Minow's report from
Administrative Investigation into Anonymous Hotline
Complaints, 2017
* OIG Memorandum of Interview of the Chairman,
Fannie Mae Board of Directors, 2017

Requested date: 24-January-2019
Release date: 05-March-2019
Posted date: 22-July-2019
Source of document: FOIA Request

Federal Housing Finance Agency
Office of Inspector General

400 7th Street, SW

8th Floor

Washington, D.C. 20219

Fax: 202-649-1073

Email: foia@fhfaoig.gov

The governmentattic.org web site (“the site”) is a First Amendment free speech web site, and is noncommercial
and free to the public. The site and materials made available on the site, such as this file, are for reference only.
The governmentattic.org web site and its principals have made every effort to make this information as
complete and as accurate as possible, however, there may be mistakes and omissions, both typographical and in
content. The governmentattic.org web site and its principals shall have neither liability nor responsibility to any
person or entity with respect to any loss or damage caused, or alleged to have been caused, directly or
indirectly, by the information provided on the governmentattic.org web site or in this file. The public records
published on the site were obtained from government agencies using proper legal channels. Each document is
identified as to the source. Any concerns about the contents of the site should be directed to the agency

originating the document in question. GovernmentAttic.org is not responsible for the contents of documents
published on the website.

-- Web site design Copyright 2007 governmentattic.org --


mailto:foia@fhfa.gov?subject=FOIA%20Request

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL
Federal Housing Finance Agency

400 7th Street SW, Washington, DC 20219

March 5, 2019

RE: Freedom of Information Act

This letter responds to your January 24, 2019 request pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act

(FOIA), 5 U.S.C. §552, which was received by the Federal Housing Finance Agency’s Office of Inspector
General (FHFA-OIG) on February 06, 2019. Your request has been assigned the tracking number 2019-
FOIA-00005 and seeks the following information:

I request a copy of page 4 only of Nell Minow's report (enclosed) WITH the dates that were
redacted. Exemption b(6) does not apply to dates of memos.

I also request a copy of the OIG Memorandum of Interview of the Chair of Fannie Mae's
Board of Directors (listed as the thirteenth item in the bulleted listing on that page).

FHFA-OIG has conducted a search and has determined that it possesses 7 pages of records responsive to
your request. These are attached.

FHFA-OIG has declined the first part of your request which seeks unredacted dates on page 4 of Nell
Minnow’s report. We find no support in applicable precedent for your unequivocal contention that
“le]xemption (b)(6) does not apply to dates of memos|,]” and indeed, you provided none. Before posting
the redacted page on its website (as part of the larger report), FHFA-OIG applied the balancing test
required by exemption b(6) and concluded that (b)(6) should be applied to the dates on page 4. FHFA-
OIG stands by that decision and will not release those dates in response to this request, see National
Whistleblower v. HHS, 849 F. Supp.2d 13, 30-31 (D.D.C. 2012)(*Nothing in the language of the
exemption limits such withholdings to names, social security numbers, phone numbers, and other discrete
personally identifiable information. . . . . 7).

With regard to the second part of your request which seeks the memorandum of interview, the
memorandum is being provided but certain information contained in this record has been exempt and
withheld under the following FOIA Exemptions:

- (b)(5), Permits withholding information under the deliberative process privilege, including the
pre-decisional documents, or information that could be withheld under civil discovery, attorney-
client, or attorney-work product privileges.

(b)(6), Permits withholding of records and information about individuals when disclosure would
be a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.

Non-Public



This is the final decision on your request. You may contact me for any further assistance at
foia@thtaoig gov. Additionally, you may contact the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS)
at the National Archives and Records Administration to inquire about the FOIA mediation services they
offer. The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government Information Services,
National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland
20740-6001, e-mail at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or
facsimile at 202-741-5769.

If you are not satisfied with the response to this request and believe this decision denies your request in
whole or in part, you may appeal it in writing within 90 days by writing directly to the FOIA Appeals
Officer via electronic mail, mail, delivery service, or facsimile. Your appeal must cite the applicable
tracking number(s) for the request(s) you contend to have been denied. Your appeal must include a copy
of the request(s) you contend to have been denied, a copy of the decision letter, and a statement of
circumstances, reasons, or arguments you believe support disclosure of the requested record(s). Your
appeal must also be clearly marked “FOIA Appeal: FHFA-OIG.” The electronic mail address is:
foia@thfa gov. For mail or delivery service, the mailing address is: FOIA Appeals Officer, Federal
Housing Finance Agency, 400 7* Street, SW, Washington, DC 20219. The facsimile number is: (202)
649-1073. Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically transmitted within 90 days of the date of the
response to your request.

Sincerely,
etk 1 %

Sheila Peden
Acting FOIA Officer
Attorney Advisor
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