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Department of Energy 
National Nuclear Security Administration 

Office of the General Counsel 
P. 0. Box 5400 

Albuquerque, NM 87185 

. JAN 2 9 2016 

CERTIFIED MAIL- RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

This letter is the final response to your January 12, 2009, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request 
for a copy of any and all records, photos, etc. pertaining to nuclear weapon accidents/incidents 
covering the period ofJanuary 1, 1951 through December 31, 1995. 

We contacted the Los Alamos Field Office (LAFO), which has oversight responsibility for Los Alamos 
National Laboratory (LANL) and Los Alamos National security (LANS), about your request. LNAS 
searched and located two documents to your request. One document, A Compendium of U.S. Nuclear 
Weapons Accidents was previously provided under FOIA 09-00025-H. The second document, 
Department of Defense - Narrative Summaries of Accidents involving U.S. Nuclear Weapons 1950-
1980, can be found online at http://www.dod.mil/pubs/foi/Reading Room/NCB/965.pdf. 

We contacted Sandia Field Office (SFO), which has oversight responsibility for Sandia National 
Laboratories (SNL), about your request. SFO and SNL searched and located three documents 
responsive to your request: 

1. History of Accidents Involving Nuclear Materials, dated May 25, 1966 
2. History of Accidents Involving Nuclear Materials 
3. Letter to D.L. Foster, ALO, DOE from E. H. Plassman, LASL, DOE w/enclosure 

These documents were reviewed by SFO, SNL and the Los Alamos Field Office (LAFO). Pursuant to 
Title 10, Code of Federal Regulations, section 1004.6 (10 CFR § 1004.6), the Office of Classification, 
Office ofEnvironment, of Health, Safety and Security, in the Department ofEnergy (DOE) has also 
reviewed the documents responsive to your request. The documents are provided to you with 
deletions pursuantto 5 USC§ 552 (b)(3) (Exemption 3 of the FOIA). 

Title 5, United States Code, section 552(b)(3) (5 USC§ 552(b)(3)) (Exemption 3), exempts from 
disclosure information specifically exempted from disclosure by statute ( other than section 5 52 (b) 
of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the matters be withheld from the public in 
such a manner as to leave no discretion on the issue, or (8) establishes particular criteria for 
withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld. The Atomic Energy Act (AEA) of 
1954, as amended, 42 USC§ 2011 et seq., is an Exemption 3 statute. Sections 141-146 of this Act (42 
USC§§ 2161-2166) prohibitthe disclosure of information concerning atomic energy defense 
programs that is classified as either RD or FRD pursuant to the AEA, as amended. The portions 
deleted from the subject documents pursuant to Exemption 3 contain information about weapon 



2 

design that has been classified as RD and/or stockpile quantities that has been classified as FRO. 
Disclosure of the exempt data could jeopardize the common defense and the security of the nation. 

To the extent permitted by law, the DOE, pursuant to 10 CFR § 1004.1, will make available records it 
is authorized to withhold under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) whenever it determines that 
such disclosure is in the public interest. With respect to the information withheld from disclosure 
pursuant to Exemption 3, the DOE has no further discretion under the FOIA or DOE regulations to 
release information currently and properly classified pursuant to the AEA, as amended. 

Pursuant to 10 CFR § 1004.6( d), Dr. Andrew P. Weston-Dawkes, Director, Office of Classification, 
Office of Environment, Health, Safety and Security, is the official responsible for the denial of the 
information determined by DOE to be classified under Exemption 3. 

Pursuant to 10 CFR § 1004.8, you may appeal our withholding of information, in writing, within 30 
calendar days after receipt of this letter, to the Director, Office of Hearings and Appeals, Department 
of Energy, L'Enfant Building, 1000 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20585, or you may 
also submit your appeal by email to OHA.fi lings@hq.doe.gov, including the phrase "Freedom of 
Information Appeal" in the subject line. The written appeal, including envelope, must clearly indicate 
that a Freedom of Information Act appeal is being made, and the appeal must contain all other 
elements required by 10 CFR § 1004.8. Judicial review will thereafter be available to you in the 
District of Columbia or in the district where: (1) you reside, (2) you have your principal place of 
business, or (3) the Department's records are situated. 

There are no charges to you for processing your FOIA request. 

If you have questions, please contact Ms. Sandra Lewandowski by e-mail at 
Sandra.lewandowski@nnsa.doe.gov, or write to the address above. Please reference Control Number 
FOIA 13-00249-R 

Sincerely, 

+~ 
Jane Summerson 
Authorizing Official 

Enclosures 



Bee w / out enclosure: 

Geraldine Vigil, LAFO 

Jennifer Bitsie, SFO 

File No.: FOIA 13-00249-R 
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Winslow, Arizona - On November 4, 1961, an AEC classified shipment 
of weapons prototypes from Tonopah, Nevada, to sandia Corporation, 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, caught fire one mile east of Winslow, Arizona. 
The shipment was being transported by Apex Freight Lines under escort 
of ALO couriers. There was no HE in this shipment. However, there 
were approximately 85 pounds of D-38 in one container which was involved 
in the fire. The trailer was destroyed. There was no radiation or 
contamination of the area because of the prompt action of the Winslow 
Fire Department. w. B. Kingsley, Sandia Corporation, and Walter F. 
White, ALO, responded. 
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freight train was derailed near Marietta, Georgia. 
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Anderson were dispatched by TONAO to inspect the shoring of the cargo. 
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ATMX cars undisturbed from the original shoring position. The ATMX 
cars were placed back on the track and arrived at Oak Ridge without 
further incident on December 5, 1962. 

Medina Base. Texas - On November 13, 1963, approximate! 123,000 
pounds of HE exploded in one i loo at Medina Base. 

DELETED ~0~ Extensive investigati 
revea e no ra 1at1on azar. Tree Mason & Hanger-Silas Mason & Co. 
employees received minor injuries. Considerable glass breakage and 
residential damage was reported in the san Antonio area. Over 1,400 
lega l claims were filed in connection with this accident. 
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29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

Cumberland Ma land -

DELETED DOE 
b(3) 

Ellsworth AFB. South Dakota (,Y On ;,[el) ember 5, 1964, a retrorocket -tt11,fl1,<.JZ 
fired in a Minuteman missile in a silo located near Ellsworth AFB, south "l/1/6f 
Dakota. The explosion dislodged the Re-entry Vehicle which contained 
a Mk-56 warhead. It fell approximately 75 feet to the floor of the silo. 
There was no fire and no HE detonation. There was no radioactivity ~ a~/,t-t.., 
detected. A response team consisting of D. P. Dickason, ALO, and OtJf,;I,, 
R. K. Peterson, Sandia Corporation, Livermore, proceeded to the scene 
where they were later joined by N. D. Benedict, of IRL. The Re-Em.try o~Li; eo 
Vehicle was successfully removed from 'the silo, X-rayed, packaged, and b(J ) 

shipped to Medina for post-mortem. ._ ___ __, 

Bunker Hill AFB. Indiana -1 

DELETED DOE 
b(3) 

'-----=----=------=------==---=-------=-----=--=----..,....._-----'l The aircraft and weapons burned for approximately 5 hours. There was some 
localized radioactivitv. Some of the -HR-burnee--and--one-tritium reservoir 

T,T<IQ .. ,,. .... t-,.,,'I I 

Wri ht Patterson AFB Ohio -

DELETED DOE 
b(3) 

An AEC team consisting o ; 
T. W. Gore, ; an • D. Schaefer, K. F. Chaney, J.M. Garner and 
P. C. Adams, £ran Monsanto Research Corporation, were dispatched tote 
scene. Somewhat later, R. Caldwell, SRO, and J. Womack, P. Walker and 
R. Baker, from E. I. du Pont de Nemours & Co. , participated in the clea -
up and packaging operation. DAO provided a truck-mounted T-289 which 
was used for several days in monitoring the area and ~esidue from the cargo. 
The AEC team identified the zippers and reservoirs by serial number, opened 
the indi~idual containers, decontaminated the contents and repackaged the 
material for shipment to SRO and Pantex. 
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34. 

35. 

SECRET IY) 

DOE 
DELETED b(3) 

The i ot aircraft, and wea on were ost at sea and never recovered . 

Palomares. Spain -
DELETED ~gf 

Two o t e weapons 
ere was some plutonium contamination. One weapon was recovered practicall 

intact on land, and another was recovered some two and one-half months la 
from the sea off alomares 

DELETED DOE 
b(3) 

The AEC team participated 
in i enti ication, decontamination, trajectory studies, packaging and return 
of residue to the United States. 

Mavoort Naval Air Station. Florida -I 

DELETED 

I 

DOE 
b(3) 

36. Thule Greenland -

37. 

\ 

DELETED DOE 

L------------------b_(_3)_""".'."""' .Extensive recovery and decontami­
nation efforts were pursued for several months with representatives of 
LASL, LLL, Sandia Laboratories and ALO, ass i sting the DOD in their efforts. 
A large quantity of contaminated ice water and debris was returned to SR.00 
for burial. Weapon and aircraft components were returned to appropriate 
AEC and DOD facilities for post-mortem and disposal. 

z. ~ ,At ~ ~ t,.,.,;. ~ 
SSN 589 Scorpion - In the lafe sprmg of 1968 the US Nuclear Submarine 
Scorpion was lost at sea in mid- atlantic. Circumstances of the loss were 
not fully known, however , there were two nuclear weapons on board at the 
time of the accident; I DELETED ooE t No 
recovery was effected. b(JJ 
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38. Yorktown Naval Anmunition Depot - I 

DELETED 
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University of Califor1 .. a 

LOS ALAMOS SCIENTIFIC LABORATORY 
Post Office Box 1663 Los Alamos, New Mexico 87545 

in reply refer to: WX-5-80-91 
Mall stop: 780 

Mr. D. L. Foster 
Department of Energy 
Albuquerque Operations Office 
Post Office Box 5400 
Albuquerque, NM 87115 

Dear Mr. Foster: 

February 14, 1980 

Enclosed is the document that you requested. 

EHP:tmg 

Very truly yours, 

fj-~~ 
E. H. Plassmann 
WX-5 Group Leader 

Enclosure: W-1-L-1624, dated March 25, 1966 (SRD) 

Distribution: 

1D:;::t.:=.F.oli:ffi~ Lo=/,wt@~~ 
E. H. Eyster, WX-DO (w/o enc.) 
Mail and Records (2) (w/o enc.) 
E. H. Plassmann, WX-5 (w/o enc.) 
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NUCLEAR w Eil~~N ACCIDENTS 
. 

W-l-L-1624 March 25, 1966 .. 
f!I;~ l>OC:lit.H NT CONS:srs Of ;_J f:..,· ,:\ . 

.. -~ -· - - .. ---- -- . 1\0 ,. OF ( COPIES. sr1w·s ~ 

Date Location· I Weapons . l Extent of Damage Cause 
-

-
2/14/50 Vancouver Island, In tentionally jettisoned fi.-om 

B . C. crashing B36 aircraft 

4/11 /50 Manzano Mts. , B29 aircraft crashed 
Al buquerque, N. M. 

7/1 3/50 Lebnnon, Ohio B50 aircraft crashed 

. 8/5/50 Travis AFB, Aircr aft crashed on lakcoH 
H-
0:, ~ Fairficlc1, Calif. 

ioa!!!!!!!!!!!! 
c:J ~ 11/10/50 St. Lawrence River Intentionally jettisoned from I ~ 
w~ 050 aircraft ..r~ 

DELETED DOE ..c ~ 
5/9/52 ..LI - Eiclson AFB, ,----

Fairbanks, .Alaska b(3) 
~ 
~ -~ 

1:-' -

' ::::::==:::: 
1:-' -
[Tl~ 
~ 

~ 5/22/57 Kirtland AFB, Accidentally jettisoned frotT1 i,.....;;,= 
lll"!'!ll!!iR Albuquerque, N. M . B36 aircraft 

- - • 

~ 
~ 

I I ~ 
1 ""'-t"'l I'!'-~- -.rrl"l r ,..-,,.:;<•~ -r,,. ,/\ -· ,,;,' iii. = I -_...._ 

~ 
_!:.. 

,_- ·\.,\'?> 
_) 
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NUCLEAR WEAPON ACCIDENTS CONT'D 

W-l-L-1624 Page Z :..-

-------------,.-----------.----------r-------------r------------- ---··-
Date 

7/29/57 

10/11/57 

2/5/58 

3/11/58 

11 /4/58 

11/26/58 

7/6/59 

10/15/59 

Location 

At sea of! N. J. 
coast 

Homestead AFB, 
Fla. 

Savannah River, Ga. 

Florence, S . C. 

Dyess AFB, 
Abilene. Tex. 

Chennault AFB, 
Lake Charles, La. 

Barksdale AFB, 
Shreveport, La. 

Hardinsburg, Ky. 

Weapon 

DELETED 

Extent of Damage 

DOE 
b(3) 

'" EEH r.1''i J:t7 7:[ + R9 

Cause 

Weapons jettisoned from ClZ4 
aircraft 

B47 aircra!t crashed and 
burned on takeof'! 

B47 /F86 midair collision 

Weapon jettisoned from 
B47 aircraft by unknown cause 

B47 aircraft crashed <luring 
takeoff 

B47 aircraft caught £ire during 
acceptance check 

Cl24 aircraft crashed during 
takeoff 

BSZ/KC 135 collided durina 
refueling operation 



iHi 

W-1-L-1624 

Date 

6/7/60 

1/24/61 

·3/14/61 

12/15/62 

11/13/63 

1/13/64 

;~~~~? . · ~t 7.~~ n RB 
NUCLEAR WEAPONH?;.;CIDENTS CONT'D 

Location 

McGuire i\FB, 
Wrights~own, N. J . 

Goldsboro, N. C, 

Yub.a City, Ca.Hf. 

I< inchcloc AFB, 
Kinoss, Mich, 

Medina Base, 
San Anto.nio, Tex. 

Cumberland, Md. 

Weapons I Extent of Damage 

DELETED DOE 
b(3) 

SECRET Its 

<l{ .. 
·. 

Page 3 ., 

Cause 

Bomarc missile caui;ht fire 

B52 aircraft broke up, due to 
turbulence. and r'clcasetl bombs 

B52 aircraft era.shed as a 
result. 0£ engine fa Uure 

HE accidently ignited in 
storage igloo 

B52 aircraft crashed due to 
severe turbulence · 



ii !i 
W-l-L-1624 

Date Location 

12/5/64 Ellsworth AF~, 
Rapid City, S. D. 

! 

12/8/64 Bunker Hill AF B, 
Peru, 1nd. 

1/17/66 P a lomare s , Spain 

,/~11,~ :vJ.e ~~cc,,....t~_,,,.,l • .,, > • 

! 

5re.n,ET . ,;;;;;,\ RB 
NUCLEAR W EAP01-.'''Acc1DENTS CONT'D 

Wea,one Extent of Damage 

DELETED DOE 
b(3) 

fj.'ri ~ ( ~ •. , "~l '!I ! @~-. ~.· ~-- ,, JU~ • · ~ - - ' ... ~ ~ ii:! 'D.,u ':..>! v,;ic _ \I•-

. ,., 
q n; : .... 

". .• 

Page 4 ~ -

Cc1use 

Retro-rocke t in third stage of 
missile fil'od l>y strc1y volt.ice 
dur ing test 

. B58 airc1·a!t lane.ling gci\r 
collapsed when plane sl i ppc(. 
off run.way; plane huL·ncc.l 

BS2 /KC 135 collided d uring _. 
refueling operation 

~ ~ .J.t.-~.tl ~ ~ •. ~•~ ;,. :'. :. 
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