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AUG 3 2010 

Subject: Freedom of Infonnation Act Request No. 2010-042 

Offit:e 01 Inspect« General 

u.s. Departmeat of Homelud SecurIty 
Washington, DC 20528 

Homeland 
Security 

This is in response to your Freedom of Infonnation Act (FOIA) request to the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) Office of Inspector General (OIG), dated December 27, 2009, and 
seeking a listing of IG cases closed since October 1,2008 (copy attached for reference). This 
office received your request on January 12, 2010. 

The OIG conducts independent investigations, audits, inspections, and special reviews of DHS 
personnel, programs, and operations to detect and deter waste, fraud, and abuse, and to promote 
integrity, economy, and efficiency within the Department. A search of the OIG's investigative 
indices was conducted electronically to locate investigations closed since October 1,2008. That 
search located the enclosed narrative listing of complaints which are responsive to your request. 
We have reviewed the responsive records under the FOIA to detennine whether they may be 
accessed under the FOIA's provisions. Based on that review, this office is providing the 
following: 

__ page(s) are being released in ful] (RIF); 
91 pages are being released in part (RIP); 

__ page(s) are withheld in full (WIF); 
___ pages were referred to another agency. 

The exemptions cited for withholding records or portions of records are marked below. 

Freedom of Information Act, 5U.S.C. § 552 

OIG redacted from the enclosed documents, names, initials, and identifying infonnation of lower 
level employees and third parties to protect the identities of these individuals. Absent a Privacy 
Act waiver, the release of such infonnation concerning the third parties named in these records 
would result in an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy in violation of the Privacy Act, 5 



U.S.c. § 552a. That information is also protected from disclosure pursuant to exemptions (b)(6) 
and (b)(7)(C) of the FOIA. 

Exemption 2, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(2)(High) 

Exemption 2 (high) exempts from public disclosure records and information "related solely to 
the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency." See 5 U.S.c. § 552(b)(2). DIG invokes 
Exemption 2 (high) to protect information that would benefit anyone attempting to violate the 
law and avoid detection. Included in these redactions is the Alien Registration Number of a 
deceased individual which was redacted pursuant to a prior consultation with the U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE). 

Exemption 5, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(5) 

Exemption 5 of the FOIA protects "inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which 
would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with the agency." See 
5 U.S.c. § 552(b)(5). OIG is invoking the deliberative process privilege of Exemption 5 to 
protect information that falls within that privilege's domain. 

Exemption 6, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(6) 

Exemption 6 allows withholding of "personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure 
of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy." See 5 U.S.C. § 
552(b)(6). DIG is invoking Exemption 6 to protect the names and initials of lower level 
employees, private citizens, and any information that could reasonably be expected to identify 
such individuals. 

Exemption 7(A), 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(7)(A) 

Exemption 7(A) authorizes the withholding of "records or information compiled for law 
enforcement purposes ... to the extent that production of such law enforcement records or 
information ... could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings." See 
5 U.S.C. § 552(b )(7)(A). OIG is invoking Exemption 7(A) to protect information pertaining to 
investigations within this list of narratives that include ongoing proceedings. 

OIG also asserts Exemptions 6 and 7(C) for this information. Although other exemptions may be 
applicable to this information, OIG is not in a position to assert other exemptions at this time 
since these matters are still pending. An enclosure to this letter provides a brief explanation for 
additional exemptions that may be present. 

Exemption 7(C), 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(7)(C) 

Exemption 7(C) protects from public disclosure "records or information compiled for law 
enforcement purposes ... [if disclosure] could reasonably be expected to cause an unwarranted 
invasion of personal privacy." See 5 U.S.c. § 552(b)(7)(C). The OIG is invoking Exemption 
7(C) to protect the identities of lower level employees, third parties mentioned or referenced in 
investigative files, and any information that could reasonably be expected to identify such 
individuals. 



Exemption 7(D), 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(7)(D) 

Exemption 7(D) protects records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, the 
release of which could reasonably be expected to disclose the identities of confidential sources. 
See 5 U.S.c. § 552(b)(7)(D). DIG is invoking Exemption 7(D) to protect any information that 
could reasonably be expected to identify such individuals. 

Exemption 7(E), 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(7)(E) 

Exemption 7(E) protects all law enforcement information that "would disclose techniques and 
procedures for law enforcement investigation or prosecution, or would disclose guidelines for 
law enforcement investigations or prosecution if such disclosure could reasonably be expected to 
risk circumvention of the law." See 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(7)(E). DIG is withholding from disclosure 
specific information which could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law. 

Exemption 7(F), 5 U.S.c. § 552(b)(7)(F) 

Exemption 7(F) protects from public disclosure "records and information compiled for law 
enforcement purposes [if disclosure] could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or 
physical safety of any individual." See 5 U .S.C. § 552(b )(7)(F). DIG is invoking Exemption 7(P) 
to protect information the release of which would risk the life or physical safety of informants or 
other individuals. 

Appeal 

This is the final action this office will take concerning this matter. You have the right to appeal 
this response. Your appeal must be in writing and received within 60 days of the date of this 
response. PJease address any appeal to: 

Associate General Counsel (General Law) 
Department of Homeland Security 
Washington, DC 20528 

Both the envelope and letter of appeal must be clearly marked, "Freedom of Information 
Act/Privacy Act Appeal." Your appeal letter must also clearly identify the DIG's response. 
Additional information on submitting an appeal is set forth in the DHS regulations at 6 c.P.R. § 
5.9. If you have any questions about this response, please contact Stephanie Kuehn at 202-254-
4389. 

Sincerely, 

Katherine R. Gallo 
Assistant Counsel to the Inspector General 

Enclosures 
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