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U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D.C. 20535

June 18, 2010

FOIPA Request No.. 1146883- 000
Subject: FILE NUMBER 62-HQ-60512

This is in response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request regarding the
above-mentioned subject.

The enclosed document (62-HQ-60512) is being released to you in its entirety.

This completes the processing of your FOIA request by the FBI.

Very truly yours,

Brlaldy

David M. Hardy

Section Chief

Record/Information
Dissemination Section

Records Management Division

Enclosure
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THE ADVISORY CQWISSiON TO THE COUNCIL OF NATIONAL DEFENSE
Federal Reserve Building

Washington, D. C.

October 29, 1940
, ) .

-~ Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, D:.rector,
‘Buréau of Investigation;,
Y'\ Department of Justice,
a\ Washington, D.. C.

7@ Dear Mr. Hoover:

It would be appreciated if you would institute an investigation

of the .following llst. of per annum employees of the Advisory Gomm.ssmn
to the Council of National Defense:

3

ORyTES; FRuth ¥..

Dubhn dary
Edelston, Shir}.ey H. ;
Eldredge, Mark
‘Floyd,. Jesse
Franklin, George:S., Jre

\. .Galbraith, J. K.

;. Gordon; Leland de
Harris, Herbert

b
-1 + ‘ / He'lm, Edlth Bo
~

Hollander, Richard
i \ Ledmth’ Elroy Ao
N , Lovell, Leander B, .

' Magdofi‘ Harry

Moore, Frank H.

You will find the papers relating to the above listed -employees
in personnel files located in Room 226; Potomac Park Apartments, 21st
and C Sts., N. W. .If any further information is desired please contact

Mri L. B; Fulwiler; Room 203, Potomac Park Apartments, phone RE+5050,
’ EXto 2360

Vety truly yours,
REQORDED & ITNDEXED

62 (6515 -]
3 , /s/ ' SID (0/0))
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
) mg%éodxétmmm WQSHILFG&'O!% , D. ¢, ~ FiLenNo. 77-2686
REPORY, MADE AT ‘ ' mmwﬂm MADE mgw% nzrom' ;aan:ny .
+|  Washington, D. ©, N/s/40 | C1/13/40 | R, F. GOOP.R REC:d5
Wome — R T
< .
s 1 Special Incuiry-Advisory Com-
=DITH B. 1ELU nission to the Gouncil of"
liatlonal Defense

NG o

»,
A
SYNOPSIS.OF FACTS:

e o s o

The file of the Advisory Cormission to the

Council of Natiomal Defense, liashinrton, D. C,
revealed that SDITH B, HiLl was born October o,

1374 in Richmond, Ncw York; that she attended

private school (name not listed) and/is the wife

of Regr Admiral U. S. Navy JAMES WMKUSLM, do-

ceased; also she has been employed 'in Washinzton

a8 social secretary to the wives of %wo U. S, .
Presidents, On Qctaber 1, 1940 she was appointed
social secretary, White House Detail, Advisory

Ty Commission to the Council of National Defensze.

] Her present Washington address is 2301 Connecticut

,i ) Avenue, H. V.

b = R =
“'L‘; P i = T
| L R
n ) € 4 -~ - R
| rereramone Bureau letter dated November 5, 1940, . % =M
T {s -5 i
= ,. £3 " — “’: "
v| DETAILS: ) Tho name of Mrs, HSIM was listed among ftumerous gthers.
el | in a letber from ki, SIDNZY SHORLOOD, Assistant Seérctary,
-~ Advisory Comissiod to the Council of Wational Defense dated October
X"“ 29, 1940 in which Yr, SHIBWOOD requests an investigation of these

eaployees. The Eureau has instructed that theso investigations re-
celve prompt and expeditious attention and that they be conducted
along tho lines of departmontal applicant investigatious, noting
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' New York (this town is now known &s New York City). The file shoyws -

particularly the clitizenship, possible radical tendencies and
Toreign affiliations; and that the investigation particularly
establish the extent of the emnloyee‘s loyalty., patriotism and
integrity.

AT YIASHIIJGTOII 2. D.. G,

LRS. FRANCZS GREVE of: tha Personnel Office,
Advisory Gommissien to ‘the Council of Ha:tlgnal Dei‘ense with
offices located in Room 226 Potomat Park Apartments; 218t and
C Streets, produced the file relative to EDITH B. HILH,

This file reveals that Wrs, HALLY was married to
Hhé late JAMES M. HELE; Rear Admiral, U. S. Navy v:ho died October
23, 1927; further, that Yrs, HEL vigs born Ootober 6; 1874 in Richmond,

hér legal vobing residence 4s Grayville, fhite County, IIlinois..
Her present Washington, D, C, address is 2301 Connegticut Avenus,
N, W, Her education is set out as being that she atbended a private
schpol hov:ever, nd hamé is given for this private school, It. will
be necegsary to deétermine from other sources hér eaucational Tecord,

The file a:mts' -!:irss- HGIM'S employment as followss:

October 1915 ‘through Am:il 1920, she was
émploged at vhe fhite House s‘lashinatoh,
D, C, at a salary of $1800 %o $2,000 as 8
clerk (social secretary to Mrs. EIOGDRO"I
HILSON)

Yovembar 1933 thiough July 1940 was smployed
in the executive og'fice of the Pregident, of the

- United Sj;af;es &t thé Whits House Office at & y
salary of $2,200 to $2,600 as secretary-steénographer
(ocial secretary to Mrs, FRANKLIN DILANO rOOSSVELT);
Further that this position Nrs, HULM held required
planning and making arrangements for soeial functions
at the White House preparing corréspondence and
mnemoranda Ffor Mrs. ROOSEVILT and general a331gnments
along entertaihment lines,




The file further refleéts that effective October
1, 1940 EDITI B, HELR was appointed by the Advisory Gonmission

" 5 the Council of National Defense, Vashington, D. C, to the

position of Social Sgerétary, White House Detail, T.‘ashington, .
D. C. at a salary of $2600. It is to be noted that sho was 4
transférred to hér present posi'ﬁion fron the Federal Vlorks Agenoy,
Public Viorks Administration. The transfer was effective Ccidber

1, 1940. With that organiza’cion, the Federal Works Agency, sghe

had beer: employed at the White Housge Detail in the same positién

as. she how holds under he Advisory CommissicA to the Council, of
Rational Defense,

-~ On October 2; 1940 lps., HELY was given thé oath of
off:Lce ‘o her present posi‘bion at which time shie stated that ghe s
is not a membér of the comminist party, German bund, or any other v/
communi.at; ; nazl or fa,sci’st organization, and that she is not a

member of any poldtical party or organization which ds epgaged in

. 'bhe overthrow of the Ccnstﬂ.tutional forn of” Governmenﬁ of the

United States.

The file does hdt reflect the nafes of any references
given by lirg, HELM and it will bé necessary f£or the discretion of J
the Agent to be used in determining who will be questioped as her
referennes.

Und:qv%lon_ ed_Leads
TH:: SPRINGFIRED FIIID DIVISION o

AT GRAYVIULiu IELINOIS, will at White County, / \
cotiduct &n appropriats neighbsérhood inves'biga‘blon \/

mak_ing the appropriate credit and criminal récord
inquiries. It is to be mobed that lirs. HEIM glves
thig towm as her legal vobing yesidence: Particular
stress should be placed in. déveloping the patriotism,
loyalty end d.ntegr;ity of Urp. HILN,

- THE.WASHINGTON. FIELD. OFFICE

AT WASHINGTOI;, D: C. will at the Federsl Works Agency,
Publit Works Adminigtration, detetmine theé appropriate
person, and conduct an inferview as to Mra. HELH'S

-



epployment with. that agoncy, It is to be noted
~that ghe was employed there from dvember 1933
through July 1940, Will endeavor %o ascertain
the dnstitution where Mrs, HEIM received her
educational training and set out appropriate
leads..

Will, if deened advisable, at the Vhite House
Personnel Off:r.ce verify the employment record
of Mgy HELX £rom October 1915 to April 3.920,
end from November 1933 through July 190 as
social secretary for the i‘irst mentioned date

. o Mrd, WOODROW WILSCN, and to Urs. FRANKLIN

DELANO ROOSEVELT for- tha last mentioned date.

Will endeavor to ‘asceitéin the nd.m.es of persons

‘that might know Mrs, HELH in order that they might

be in%erviewed as references.

At 2301 Connecticut Avenue, N, V. vill conduct

appropriate neighborhood investigation, and develop
. information as to her patriotism, loyalty and general
’in%egr:.t-y and. will also nake credit .and Eolice -

J.nguiries‘ i ¥
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF 'IstsTIGAT‘Io;N.

. ¢
o THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT Waahin.’gton s D. G. ‘? g’ &';x‘x:./"):y’

FILE NO. 77..85

1 reporT mapmar

7| Springfield, Illinois.
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- : CHARACTER OF CASE

EDITH B,Omm - SPECTAL INQUIRY ~ Advisory

Commission to the Coumcil of
Natlonsl Defense.

—
N

DETAILS °

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

A e RSN Loassorioes Ea g

Nothing is known at Grayville; Illinoils concerning subject
prior to her marriage to Rear Admiral JAMES M. HEIM vho
was reared at OGrayville, Illinois and had considerable real
estate. there when he died in 1937. Mrs. EEIM is knowm to
all the inhabitants at Grayville, Illinois due to the fact
that she spends part of each summer therse and is now perhaps
the largest land omel in the county, which land she came
in possession of through the death of her husband. .She ‘is
said to be the gaughter of Rear Admiral BENHAM, U, S. Navy,
:and, believed to have been ‘born in New York State. She ‘

+ impresses acquaintances as being well educated, is highly
respected, has no criminal record and good credit rating.
An ¢0il field.is being opened up on her land which will

. doubtless meke her wealthy. Her patriotism is wouched for
by all parties intervigwed.

= RUC -~

Report of: Bpecial Apert; R. 'F. COOPER, Washingtion, D. Ce.
dated 11-15-40.. -

T"GRAYVILIE , TLLINOIS:

Intérvietr was had with. Postmagter PAUL WELIS who stated that

he knows Mrs:; EDIH B. HEIM but has never had the opportunity
to become well acquainted with her and has only had casual
conversations with her; that it i85 known, she claims to have
been born in New York State; tbat sheé sdems to be well educated
and highly cultured; that it is known shie was the daughter of
Rear Adwmiral V. S. Navy, BENHAM, and that she was practically
raided in the U. S. Navy; that rumor has it that her father and
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Rear Admiral JAMES M. HEIM, whom she later married, were good friends

énd gerved in ‘the Navy together which accounts for her getting acquainted
with her husband in the fivst place; that it is also known in Grayville,
Illinois that Mrs. HEIM was Social Secretary to the second Xrs. WOODROW
WILSON and is occupying the same position for krs. FRANKLIN DELANO ROUSEVELT.

Postmaster WELLS further stated that Rear Admiral JAMES . HEIM
8 born and reared at CGrayville, Illindis; that upon graduation from high
school he obtained an sppointment to Annapolis and thereafter continued in
the service of the U., S. Navy until he wds retired; that be saved his money
while in the service of the Navy and invested same in river bottom land
adjoining Grayville, Illinois and had his. brother, J. J: HEIM, look .after
this land until they had some sort of disagreement; that this brothér is
still living and is now on o0ld age assistance; that Hear Adniral HEIN
married the subject when he was 66 years old and the first time subjéct
was ever in Grayville; Illinols was when brought there by her husband
shortly after their marriage; that they did not 1live in Grayville, Illinols
but. did spend part of each summer there lodking after real estate intersests;
that when ¥r. HEIM died he was not broyght back to Grayville, Illinois for
burial but wag buried in Arlington cemetery in Washington, D. C,. ; that .since -
his death Mrs. HEIM camie into pogsession of all the real estate: left by
her husband and she continues to come to “Grayville, Illinois oncé. eath
year; usuvally duing the- suimmer time, and spends about three months there.

He further stated that sirice hei husband's dedth she pwrchased
a nice residence in Grayville which she lives in duwr'ing her visits and which
is Jooked after by her farm superintendent., Mr. W. H. MAYIETIE; fthat he
hag also. heen informed that Rear Admiral HEIM also pwned some real aestate
in the State of Tennessee and he knows that.Mra. HEIM generally goes to
Tennessees for a part of each years

: Postmaster WELLS further stated that} the people of Grayville.
look upon Mrs, HEIM as a benefactor as she has hired a nurse and pays
her regulairly and that the duties of this nurse avre to abttend any person
in the city of Grayville who is sick and unable to hire a nurse;. that
ghe hired this nurse more ‘than five years ago and has indicated. that she
¢ontemplates continuing this service as long as shé lives; that the nurse
érployed by her is Mrs. ALVIN CROFF and Mrs. GROEFF receives a personal
chedk from Mrs. HEIM each month in the amownt of $100.00 vihather any

pergon called upon her or not. :

Postmaster WELLS also stated that the real -estate owhed by
Mrs. HEIM consists, of 1;000 acres of river bottonm land which -is very
produotive; that oil has been discovered on this land and already there
are gix producing oil wells on samé with a daily production of 250 barrels
each and that many other wells are in protess of being drilled on her land.

Postmaster VELLS stated tbat Mrs. HEIM is very common in her
tastes when at Grayville, Illinols but that she usually entertains the
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ladies of Orayville at least once during each visit and has stated
that, When she retires she intends to come to Grayville and live; that
while she was old when married to l&r. HEIM .she .appears to be very much-
atfached to him and hds talked of erecting & monument to his memory

at Grayville, I11inois; that her character, reputaticn, patriot:.sn and
credit rating at Grayvills, Illinoils are par excellent; that lr. N. V.
SEAL, Editor of the local newspaper, and his wife are perhaps more
intinately acquainted with Mrs, HEIM than anyone else in Grayville,
Illinois as they live near the home she bought and have visited with
her in Washington s D. C.

Interview was had with Xr. N. V.. SEAL, Editor..of the Vercury
Independent, who stated that he was Well acquainted with Mrs. EDITH B.
HEIM; that his acquaintance with her started when she married Rear
Admira;L JAMES M. HEIM, who was reared at Grayville, Illinois; that the
Adm:l;-al did not marry untll he was 6b years of age, which is the present
age of Mrs. HEIM; that. he knows Mrs. HEIM is well educated But he does.
not know where she received her education; that he and his wife have
visited often in subject's home during the short time she spends in
Grayville each year and they have also been entertained in her home in
Washington, D. C. & number of times. ‘This home 1s the same apartment
in which she and the Rear Admiral lived during his. 1ifetime and is located
at 2310 Corinecticut Averiue, N. W.; that he bas heard her spepk of being

soc¢ial secretary to Mrs. WOODROW WILSON and of accompanying President
and Mrs. WILSON to Paris during the Peace conference; that he has heard
her speak of visiting in a number of foreign countries and that he knows

she speaks French fluently; that her charac*ber s reputation, patriotish
and ¢éredit rating are all e;:cellen'h, that hey. father ag well as her
husband were Rear Ad.uﬂ.ra‘ls in the U, S. Navy; that ag a result of hex
marriasge to Rear Admiral HEIM she inherited all his real estate .and .other
property which real estate consists of 1,00Q acres of river botton land
on whiich oil has recently been discovered and it is conservatively estimated
there will be at least two hundred oil wells. on her land within the néxt
year ag it appears certain that oil will be found under all her lend; that
ghie now hds six cduc:lng 0il wells, averaging 250 barrels daily esach and
as pany 9s ﬁ.fty* other wells are being drilled and to date no dry hole has
beén atyuck on her land; that all the, people of Grayvllle ‘have great respect,
for Urg, HEIM @nd will bear witnéss to her many sterling qualities,

The following other -xrépresentative citivens were interviéwed:

Hugh Coulter, Chief of Police,

G+ Car)l Hughes, Cashiér of the Peoplés National Bank,
Grant, Broster, President of the Peoples National Bank,
Frark Bowmari, President of the Farmers National Bank,
George F. Bowian, Cashier of the Farmers National Bank,

We Lo Skles, Retired Buainess man ,

Claude 0. Ellis, Attorney,

George Negley, Attorney, and

H. L. Reynolds, who looks after oil interests of Mrs. HLI¥,

-3&'-




All of the above parties gave the samé general information 4
as did Postmaster WELIS and ¥¥. N. V.. SEAL. “Tey did not know where

‘Mrs, HEIM reéeived her eéducation bBut stated she enjoys the -estéen

of all the citizens of Grayville, Illinois; ‘that her character and
réputation are excellent and that they know her patriotism is
nnquesticnable.

¥r. C. CARL HUCHES; Cashier of the Peoples National Bank,
stated that Mrs, HEIM voluntarily subscribed for gl 5000.00 yorth of
stock in his bank when that bank was reorganiged after the bank
holiday in 1933; that She keeps.a small checking acéount in that
bahk bubt does her bankihg business. wi'&h the: Wash:l.ngtcn Trigt. Cénpany
a‘t WQShington, ﬁo C.
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HENORANDUIL FOR_THE SOLICITOR GENERAL

L ¥ith peferencd to your telephonic ipguiry of
Hre Tamum last night and confirning inforration jurnished
to you. by b&iinz, you arc advised that the Burocu hds been
conducting dn investigation of Edith Be Zplms Under
date o October 39; 1940, iUre. Sidneéy Shorwood, Assisiant
Searetdry of thke Adyigory Counisaion to the Council of
Hational Defense, by letter requesidd the Bureau to
.eonduet investigations of o nimber of persons describad
ag "per annum.enplaopces ¢f . thé Aduisory -Commiaaion o,
the Council of Xafiondl Deéfenses't The hage ‘of Ldith Ds '
Yeln was included in the 1ist of persone to'be invedti-
satéde As o Fesult of this roquest, ihe Jurocu hos been
conducting an inucstigation of Edith B, Lelm's repuiation,
background, qudlifications ond ezperience .and copies of
the reporis prepared Usre subnitted 1o Mrs Shervood. In
uiew of the instructions whioh you jgsucd to Lre Tonx
this investigation kas been digcontinued,,

: - Duriny the course ¢f the inquiries conducited;
ke inpesiigaiing Agent ascerigined [frod -the records o
the Perpdnnel Office oS the Advigory Connission to the
Council of Ne#ional Defense that Edith Be Felm te carried "=
op. the rolls of that organization with tke <title, Social - _,

Secretaryys White Youse Détail. . .

. Tery truly yoirg; -, - -
* ) - .: - i
John. Bdgar Hoover - )

Dircetor -
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' Solicitor General Biddle called stating he had -
received information from Mrs. Helm, the private secretary of
Urs. Roosevelt, that she was being investigated by the FBI at
Grayville, Illinois, and that Mrs. Helm had been informed of
this fact by Nolan B. Seil, an editor of a newspaper at thdt
point. I told the Solicitor General T would inquire whether

we had in fact conducted any investigation of Mrs. Helm and
call him back. ' :

- -

I called Springfield talking with SAC Thornton who -
ddvised we did in fact conduct a character investigation.of & -
Edith B. Helm at Grayville and that Mrs. Helm hdd been - -
investigated as a special. applicant. T

Thereafter the Files Section located one serial of
the investigation at Springfield and I called Mr. Biddle
advising him an .inquiry had been made at Grayville ipto Mrs.
Helm's background, reputation and patriotism at the request of
Sidney Sherwood, Secretary to the Advisory Commission of the
Council of National Defense. [The Solicitor General seemed a
bit upset at this and inquired whether we¢ investigated everyone

concerning whom a reguest was made by Sherwood. I told hi ;
did in view of the fact that Mr. Sherwood is _the GSVW—
William lMcReynolds, ‘the Adminisﬁrativewg)?g;t to \t &Df".‘éd‘ 5”(

President. I advised him background and character 3 i HQ BBINVESTIG!
are conducted at the reguest of Mr. Sherwood in thqsggﬁg“egﬁ L
where @ pérson is.already employed or about 0 be emplqyed JRN 85 1941
the National Defense Commission and there is no previo

ous . N
information -available .concerning théir background, r&piS DERARTMENT O JUST
and patriotism. I advised him we had conducted invedTigations ., oP
into the backgrounds of such persons as Mr. Knudsen, |W. ¥, Kn.“i
Mr. Stettenius, etc. and in jfact il was considered Cnmikorsr—re :
than anything else “to be investigated .for this purpose. Mr.
Biddle agreed and remarked that in view of the investigation'’s &
having ‘been requested by a member of the WWhite House secretariat
it was the same as having been requested bg{ the President.

However, Mr. Biddle requested that any further o
investigation be discontinued until he had a chance to- talk with &5\.
me ctomorrow and requested I bring the Springfield zgpor-f: with me .
ta&%af‘ffﬁffm}an the morning. I said I would do this and read

c“.'&.? or drinile.
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Hemo for Director ) - 2 -

him the synopsis of the Springfield report which was favorab-lé.
ASter this he said it would be unnecessary for him to see 5&713
report and appeared satisfied.

6:35 P
I called SA¢ Hottel of the Washington Field instructing
that he as the ©office of origin have discontinued any further
investigation in this case for the present at least.

Respectfully,
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2ELORANDUN X0 THE ATTORNEY GENE

On the euening of January 22, 19¢1 Solfcitor
deneral Iliddle by telopilone inquired of Ur. Tong whether
the Dureau rad been conducking any investigation of
Edith D Lelm, secretary to irs. Dovgevelts Lre Biddle
vas subseqguently informed that the Lureau tas conduciing
an invgatigation o Ydith D. [Leln as a result of o
written recuest addreésased to the Durcau under date of
Catober 29, 1940 by lire Sidney Sherwvoody Asaistant
( Secrétary of the Advisory Comnigsion to the Council of
] National Defense. In his lettdr of Cetaober 29, 1940,

: e Sherwpod set fortk the nenex of 6 nunber of people
including that of Zdith De Leln, requested invesiigations
of then, and desciribed thege people G "per annun

: ernloyees of the Advisory Conuilsgsion o the Council of
| rational Lofenses' Xo information wes furpished by
Mre Bhervood vhich would tend to identify Lrae. Leln and
-accordingly an inuvestigoation of her bdackground,
qualiffeations and experience wos inltiated In the sane
: danner og sinilar investigations have been ¢carried sut
. of several hundred persons bhoge nanmes were Jurnished ¥
| by Lr. Bkerwoad over 8 period of sore gonthse Of course,-
. as the reports were prepared in this case they were T .

- Ty

g transnitted to Lre Sherwood. z

AT

. Ag & result of the instructions ilsgued by ""
Ure Bicddle the Burecu kes digcontinued its investigatjon -
of Zdith Be [eélms z

;3:“" t

a

E

: gingée sone cuection Las apparently been rdised
ag to the propriety of ihe Burcau's conducting an investi-
- cation of Eitth Da felnm, I wanted you to. be inforned as to
. ™ <he baokgraound o this nctter in order that you might know
why the Aureau intticted this invesiination.. l }{ i {
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Federal Bureau of Investigation
Hnited States Department of Justice

‘MWashington, A. .
January 23, 1941
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Time 10:25 A.M.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR

Solicitor General Biddle called relative
to the investigation conducted at the request of
Mr. Sidney Sherwood, Secretary to the Advisory
Commission of the Council of National Defense, on.
Yrs. Helm, the private secretary of Mrs. Roosevelt.

s

Mr. Biddle stated this. case has assumed
rather large proportions and he thought the Attorney
General would like to have a copy of the investigative
report and our authority for making the investigation.
I told Mr. Biddle we would send this to him right
away. .

A portion of info thig
seria{ declassified for
use Ini “The FBI Story"

°§9n Y’V itehead. Seq

r depi’ls. %
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January 23, 1941 ’ - ,
JBORANDUY. FOR_TTE SOLICITOR. OEWERAL |

- <Pursucnt Zo your requesit of lire Temity, I g
~ransnitting herewith ¢ copy of thé letter addrpssed i
to ne under dafe of Qotober .29, 1940 by ir. Sidney
Shérmpodo'tnf which h¢ reguested en investigotion of

S~ IeIn together with verioius other persona.
I g alao transuitiing hercwilil copies of the
Jollowing invesiigative reports subultited to lUr.
Sherwood In this matters .

Report of Speoilal Agent B, F, Cooper
' g’dak{ngi'on, D. Cs, Novenber 15, 1940,

Report oy Special Ag{gn# He (e Luynor,
" Springfield, Illinois, Dececunber 31, 1940

Very truly yoursy

John Edgar EKoover
Director =

Enclogurca

- A portion of info this
“serjal declassified for
ugo in *The FBI Story”
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No.
'rﬂ?:t;&éommagargoar ?{ASHII'GTON > D,,,,G.w_-....\ LQ-& ~ mRENe. 77=~2686 N
REPORT MADEAT ’ PATE WHEN MADE ch:-?;ggx ;mm'amxnv ‘
; . 130~ L1-28; 12-14= | W, ¢, SZIBERT WICS:LS
WASHINGTON, D Gy ‘.‘3. 30-41 AP ¢ _ os:
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" BDITH B. HELM ,.also known as SPECIAL, INQUIRY »~.
Mrs, Jame ADVISORY COMMISSION
Miss Edit&ﬁvﬁaB“ am COUI GIL OF HATIO‘JAL

T0 THE
DN'EIISE

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

irs. EDITH B. HELM émployed as Social Secretary

gt White House, to Mra. WOODROW WILSON, October
22% 1915 to April, 1920, ard to Mre., FRAMKLIN -
D. RQOSEVELT, from November 6, 1933 to October

1, 1920. TFaithful govermmental service revealed.
Nelghborhood investigation favorableg No criminal
or credit record, Washington, D« C. ,

O, I

REFERENCE: ‘Report of Special Agent R, F. COOPER, dated

Novembex 15, 1940, at Washington, D. G., and
report of Special Agent H. G. MAYNOR, dated
Decepmber 31, 1940, at Springfield, Illinois.

DETAIES: - AT wasamcmon, D. Cs

It should be noted that !.Irs. EDITH B. HELM is also
k¥nown as HMrs. JAMES M, HELY, aod was employed ir 1915, under

the name of Miss EDITH V. BE{'\!HA}J, and the title of ‘this case

is being changed to reflect this.
EMPLOYMENT
Fo Lol LA

Miss HAZEL EASTMAN, stencgrapher in the Personnel
0ffice of Public Works Administration, Federal Works Agency,
18th and F Street, l. ¥W., made available the personnel fils
on krs, EDITH B, HelM. Sald :t,'lle revealed that Mre. HELM

DO NOY.WRITE INTHESK BPACES. o I

. . F . p ) —~—
APPROVED Al g Vi ;
. FORWARDED: ’
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was ‘appointed November 6; 1953, as Secretarial Stenographer
in the Federal Ensrgency Administration of Public Works,

at $2,200 per annum. A personal history statement, dated
April 28, 1934, revealéd that Mrs. 'HELM was born in New
York on October 6, 1874, and is the widow of Rear Admiral
JAMES 1. HELM,

. ‘E'DUGA’I‘ION

The file further reflected that Mrs. HEILM ‘was;
educated privetély and by home instructions, to the equiv<
alent of eight years elefentary school. lrs. HEIM also
listed that she attended the :Packer Institute, Brooklyn,
New Yorlc, ih 1891~1892, but- singe this training is long
past and was for such a comparatively‘ short ,perioa, no
lead. ig being set forth,

. The pevrsonal history statement further revealed
that Mrs, HELM was ﬁetailed to the White House as Secre-
terial Stencgrapher. ()n June 21, 1939, Mrs. 'HEH& vias
promoted to a dalery of $2,600 per annum, &nd was contin-
tously employeé( at the White House with duties mConsult
gnd’ advise with thé Wife of the President regarding the -
many detailed mctivities incident to sacial entertainments
at tho White Houge. Have d‘iredt‘ Buperv: 1§ion otver the
twelve employees in the Sociel Buresu',

Said £ila further revealed that Mrs.. HEIM, under -

" the name of EDITH W. BENHAY, was apgointed October 22, 1915,

at $1,800 per annum; se Social Secretary for -the White Houss,
with saime duties as above mentioned, Mrs. HELM. voluntapily -
resigned without ‘prejudice fronm thia poaition in ,April,
1920. -

The f1lé further révedled that ¥eg. HELM speaksg
and reads the French language fluently and that she has
no reélatiyes in the United ,States Géverﬁment service. Hér
bonafide residence is 1isted as Washington, D. C.; from
November, 1696, to -date.

2~




On October 1, 1940, Mrs. HELM was trensforred with-
out prejud.ice {0 ‘the Advisory Commission to the Council of
, National Defensa. : -

NEIGHBORHOOD

At. 2301 Connecticut Avenue, N. W, which is en
apartment buiiaing, no: resident could be found who was
acquainted with Mrs. EDITH H{*JIM, who ‘resides. in apartment
22. Residents of the building merely stated that Mrs.
HELM 1ives in apartment 22, but aré not acquainted with
her. No rTesiient manage¥ could be located in this apert-
nent building, -

Mr. GEORGE BE. NOWELL, manager Qf. the apartment
at 2301 Conmnecticut Avemue, N. W.,-for H: L. Rust Resl
SEat'ate Agency, 1001 ~ 15th Street, N« W., stated that this
apartment has. beer owned by the RUs'c Company since May 1,
1940, He further stated that Mrs, JAMES X, HELK has re—-
sided in apartment 22, for the past fifteen years and is
+the Secret&ry to Mrs. FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT. He sta.ted
that Mrs, HEIM pays 3125 per month for thespartment, and is
a very desirable tenant, Ir. NOWELL advised that he had
no- ¥eason to question Mrs. HELM'S integrity and loyalty
to this country and in his opinion, she is reliable amd a
100% American ¢itizén. He furiher stated that Mrs. HEIM
lives: alone in het apartment, except for one servant, and
is a very highly respected tenant: Mrs, HEIN, in his
opinion, is gquite wealthy, and there is o -question in his
mind that she is living within ‘her means.

' Mr. STANFORD BROFN, negro. elevator man, 2301
Connécticut Avenue, N¢ W., stated that Mis. HELY hds re
sided in thds apartment for many years and is hdghly
regar&ed. He. stated “that he has never observed anything
suspicious or redical eoncerning Mrg, HELY and in his
opinio,n, she 1ia patrioticy that Mrs. HELM is a Social




Secretary for Mrs., FRAMKLIN DELANO ROOSEVEET, and speaks
very highly of the President and his wife. BROEN stated
. that ¥rs. HELM often acgompanies the ROOSEVELTS on their
nunerous trips.

GREDI‘I‘. AND CRIMINAL RECORU'

On November 28, 1940 Spscial Agen% CARL C. Mac-
CARTEE performed the following investigation:

"Miss MARCELIA LIBONATI, The. Greﬁit Bureau, 1221
G Street, N. W., and Miss RUTH KERRY, Stone's Mercantile:
Agency; 1419 H Street, N. ¥W., adviged upon a search of their
respective reéords that they had no credit information therein.
on EDITH B, HEDM, %

Mr, F, E. STROMAN, MetrTopolitan Police Departiment,
stated that EDITEI B: HEIM ‘hed ng eriminal record iu ‘Washing~
‘hon, Do Gc

The above-mentioned personnel f£ilé verifies all .
of Mrs. HEIMfs employment in the Executive Office of tho
¥hite House. JDue to the fact that Mrs, HELM is .approach=
ing sevénty years of age, ‘that she was educated £ifty yeais
-ago, and that her loya]:ty -and patriotiem lave néever been
questioned ‘while emgloyed at the Executive Mansion, ;Lff: is
zot deemed ddvisablg or necessary to conduct further
ihvestigation in Washing{zon% D. Cs

AlL outstanding deads having been sovered -and
reppntea this .case is being placed, in a .closed status;

2o, Wi
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, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION :

Rorm No. 1

i o ORIGINATED AT wmemx, D. ¢, : ieno. | 77-26H6
‘ RP’ORTN'.&DBAT" S DATZW“SN MAU‘ PERIOD FOR REPORT HA;}EB\‘; )
" WASHINGTON, D. O. 1-50-41 ?-fg‘:%%;éé; s W. C. SEIBERT  WOSiLS
yms  CHARGED 19803 1-6-8L | commacroner o A
EDITH B. HELM, also known aBs SPEGIAL II‘QU'II{!“ -
Urs, Janmes M. Helm? ' MVISOHY OOMSSION TO0 TEE
- Miss Edith W, Bex_xham . CGUNGIL OF NATIONAL IIEFEIISE
| sYnoFsIS OF FACTS: lrs., EDITH B. HEIM employed as Social Secretary
: at White House, o )rs. WOODROW WILSON, Ocfober
22, 1915 to April, 19205 and to Mrs, FRAVKLIN
D. ROOSEVELT, fron November 6, 1933 to Octobér
1, 1940, Faithtul govarnmental sexrvice revealed,
Neighborhood -investigation favorable, No criminal
or credit record, Waahingbon, Di O, ,
- :c -
| REFERENCE: Repogt of Special Agent R, F. COUFER, dated
: ' November 15, 1940, at Washington, D. Ces and
F report of Special Agent H. &, MAYNOR, dated
; Decembexr 31, 1940, at Springfield, Illinois.
| DETAILS: AT WASHINGION, D. C.
It should be noted that Mrss EDITH B, HELY is also
known as Mrs, JAMES M. HELM, and was employed ‘in 1918, under
the naime of Miss EDITH W. BKHHAM; and the title of this case
is being changed: to reflget this. .
, mmmumwr
Kiss BAZEL EASTMAN. stenographer in the Personnel -
0ff£iée of Pudblic Works Administration, Federal Works Agendy,
18th and F Street, N. W,, made available the personnsl file
on Hrs. BDI'E B, HELM. Said ,file revealed that Mrs. HELM
"“‘?3‘,{’,353;‘;;? T T "““*f;"‘m“'-: T wﬁ&rwanmmtx:s&cw
oom:fs'oxﬂ“tms};z;ég‘r‘—v T ) T R T T
; A pottion of jnfo thi;
@ Burean #éria} decl’aasit‘wg tor
2 - Washingtoh Fleld: usein “The FHL Story”
n. White ead, S.QG
é@"ﬁgg__ - details,
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L I kavy bean cdviaed by Colioltor Coneral
Diddle thak nonme condorn ta feld over tie Jaod dhot
the Lureau haa bgon cagazed in oonduoting an isvastie
gotion of Ldidh BY)lsdne I panted therefore %o ,
aduise you Jully of the soots in thia ratder in ordor
that you wWighy undersiand tde background ahd recson
Jor tha bureauls tnvestigations
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Jaying bean ipforned thet sone question
Has bodn ratgod aa to tha proprioty o the Duredu's
tnvastipation i dis cdnay I thought possibly tho
Zragidont ond Yot would he Intercatad in Enowing why
thie Invostigatiaon wan inttataod and vonduatads

Fith Eind Fagarda,

Zingaroly youisy

4. Edgar Hooyey
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Mr. J. Edgar Hooveér, Director,
/ Federal Bureau of Investigation
: Department of Justice .
‘Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

«

5273

Q494 - 15~

ing employees of 'the Adv:.sory Commission to ‘the Comcil of }National
Defense, whose names have been previously mbmitted to, , you-for inves-

tigation, be discontinued by reason of the fact that their employment
has no connection with the work of the Defense" COmission'

7r

o:
Helm, Edith B.
Rumelt, Ruthjane V.

»
A d

62 b

+

_ Inasmich as the above-named .employees are presently connected
1 -with the. officés of the ‘White “House, it is especially desired that the
' investigations be terminated imnediately. 3

In my letter t.o you of Jamzary 8, the name .of Alec Searles was
included in 3@ 1list of prospective dollar a year employees submitted for
investigation. Subsequent” information-"shows the name to be Eric .Searle;-.

and accordingly, it ia requested ‘that this neme be submitted for that of
Alec Searles., .

-~

™ EGORDED COPY FILED 2= 6.
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(2-L% ?n Whitshead, Sea Voo ® )
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} Ly dear Lrs. fovaavelts, , FEBSLVYEew e

: Jé( kave recently learned tarouih Foligltor denersl

Et Froneia’ivdle thal gone concern Xas dodn vipicened row
g garding the febt dhot the Dureou kds dean oonduoting an
Ly o investigaiion of Lrae Z334R D folpe I panted 46 adviag
“Uryou drat the Cureau intdictod an invugaiisation of Lrss

% eodn a8 g feault of o ppecific written recucat cated

wasX otbhor L5, 040 by Urs JidreyXhervood, Assistant
~~Slaoratary of theo Adypioory Comniadion 46 tha Counesl of
- Jational Lafenses Lrse Lelnls ndaze pog included in o

Ly d38% of porsonpg vho werg desoribed o Ypar annun esploydos
N of the Adutaory Cormteaion to the Counoctl of Jationagl

N - Pefensers™ lUrs Jhdrwood, in line with ¢stablished

Yy procedurg, kua over a perivd of tine racuented Investis

; a3tiona of aguvordl bundred eaployege of thé Advliszory
Copxtagion o the Counoil of National Déforise and no
Indication vas piven ue as to. the identity o) Fdidh Ds

Ialw ay Bha faot thobd ske was acting in o medretarial

- Ny cepeeity for you. .
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AN In vigy of the faek thot sone gheskion apparenitly

fi - %08 bean ralded da fo why the Direcu tas conduotinl this .

¥ . Saveattpation; I vanted to Inforn you JSully of tke Joota ©  _i.t. 7

in the vatders O0f course had we known at the ding the .- y
tfnvestigation vea recyasted thad Uras [eln ias dsaicngd

td White Lousd duttos ithe ingquiry would not fave bégn -

initiateds I kont o dosurd you dhat I prapraet theé -

L jnoldent nay kdve vzused Jou any dnnajanvd or cohicarn. -

% T Stheqrely yours, .3

; yg‘:}\}&’i} CoH L HICATIGNS SecH N | S Mg moomer. o

“ - MATLLLD e o S \
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lﬁ‘ORAﬂDH!i‘ FOR I, . ROS™H

Be: Investigdticna boing donducted of tho
Perconmol of ‘The Advicory Comxiesion
40 the Council, of National Defonbo.

.
-
by

With reforence to. ry: resoranduzt of this caze doto reflecting
an interview had with 1., Katthew Fe KéGuirp, Assistant to the Attorney
General, -upon the cuthority of Lr, L. R, Fonnington,XI wich to. rocord
tho cdditional information as hdroinaftor cét. forth,

Lr. LeGuire cdvised ho deemed it preforchlo to lave all
4 roquests dn tho futuro emsnating from The Advisory Comrdsslon to

tho Council of Yetional Defienco cloar through thy offico of tho
Attornoy Gonoral, in order that that office migut bo advioed &b .all
times concerning the nzmea of the individinls upen whom investigations
are beinz roquested of the Burcou, Io explained that this oituation
wis broight. Lo a head through & recent requost rade by Lrs Sidnoy
Shormood at. Tho Advicory Commisalcen to. the Eureau for an invéstigition
of liss Rdith Koln who is & perconal scocrotary to Lrs. Reocavelt, tho
wifc of tho President. Ko explainod as & resulf of tho Eurcouls
investigation ics Helm hod opparcatly learned that inguiries were
being made concorning her and Lr. XNeGuiro indicated although he did
not state as much, that this had beoen brought to the Dopartmontis
attention by tho President. T -exploincd that he was poing to contoct
Lrs. Sidney Shermood irmediatoly and arrdnge for all these requosts to
clear through his office in the future 4n order that no kiclbock might
be. made upon tho Buroau a8 a result of ‘invostigations corclucted
of :individuals whon the Departnent might feel ehould not be investipgated
in viéw of their positions and surrounding civcoumstincos. He. explasnod

R
o

b

| evenin 3t wag boot to. have any kickbock £all upon the Departmsidt cnd for this )

' —————r——————— ”R )
LR ., “4‘ - A ..
St 2

wecene . Yeacony 43 woll as those proviously pentioncd, ho cdvised in tha future

w.oames _ thoge requests would ba handled iri this momhor. He stated that he would
woreerm ____sidvise the Bureau congerning the results of his conversaticon with

woiuwes _____ Live Shermood znd would indicate the monner in which thece requosts would
M. tada ___bo handled in the fuburs.

Mi kg

M1, Glaris

M, Nichols

|

Mrs Hendon

'.

Mre Rosen
‘Wrs Tewey ?

A .
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Lemoranduz for L. -Rosen

. Page 2

~ Ire YeGulre was asked by the writer whothor in those dacos.
referrod td the Eurcau by the Department for investigation he would - .-
fleairo coples of the roports furnished the Dopartment, Howover,
ho stated that this was not his desire and he did not wich to have & .
record of theae investigations in tho Deportment, his.only purpose

4n this procsédure boing a means Ly which he mighé bo adviced of the-

fhomos of thoge Andividusls upon whoxm invdstigations. are boing reqiested
by The Advistiy Comxission in' order that a situation similar to that.
which aroce relstive to ldss m;tﬂﬁ;- Holn would not ocew dn the futwoe,

- _ o

F

*
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Dy Snecial epnencor
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Lrse Prank2in D.. 2ooseyelt
The White Louse

Faohiinzylony De Co ‘ . e
1
Iy cear L'rs. Roosvuelit: " t‘. v

I have judt recvdived youl note of Jantary 25t relge
tive to the inveotiration of Lrs.,/Lele. I note pour gtatenent
et the explanation -containdd ny letter of Januery S4th
that the trvéoti-giion of Ara.Kelu vde o milatake, indicatad
inefficteney upon i%é part of the poraon who ordered it I
thoroushly ohare your vicw stout thic, I did want to nagke
certain, hovevdr, that wou undersbood tiot tie investisation
ras nod orcered by #he Fedoral Lurecw of Inveottiation, tut
vas arcered by dthe Augistond Jeoretar, oy $hé Advicory Conw
nipgsian ta ide Couactl of [ational Defernse. -

In regard to thée gtetenent that inguiries have taen
rtale alout Vigo/Thonreon Gt her apartient bousc va to ulen ghe
cofey ognd roes ‘and dther infarratian; T wade inaelicie inguiry
end fingd that no investigation of any charapter keg béen or
ia teiny conzZucted by thia Lureocu of Lies Thoenpiod.

T wint 19 gscurv you thot tkere koo beos no ono Hore
a;prectative of the neceostt) jor pvaidins any ctéitule or in-
gulsiny imw cay netfvitico which micht bo construdd as ingroper
or uid-Axgricen nothocg in the conduct of tnvosxirctions tran I,
I think 1t to go tmpordant 1ot théce of us tho are charged
wBith the concuet of Governueniol invédstizations cee trat thep
v ary éarried forts in & proper roaner - foirly, tnperdielly,
ard without oy gepdet that naoy savor of thpoe procedures ipp-
” Jdal of certain foreign Governzenta é&nd oo repusnent to our

TFTEan vays. To acconpliagh thip, wo Lgue prceavargd o
r ot only personnel of very Li-~5 otandin> and etiics,
T"tp-also train cnd inatriet tiat personrel in te rrorer
gfso—ance of treir caties end in the nvcedsity for carrying
—————i—_

‘0

Mr

Hr. m{‘m

Wr, Ladd - b L2 ( X
< mr, Tpen V‘l\ ' o ! e ;:“‘-
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then out in o truly Amertcan vaye Obuiouoly, nd covérmentcl
azoncy can ezxpect Yo marit thae suppoert and canficenca af tke ‘
puz,zgi zénlgua 1¢ concuota iteclS in o wander that io kdth 2ecol
an 1E¢aly

0 conuectinn wIth tho neceosgury cxpdngton of Covdrne
zenilal ssencies fnoldent to the lationsl Loerseéhoy, the polioy
kad teen gatablisted of sencing Lo tha Federal Durean of Invep-
tication 1he kamas of rersoht pirkin: faor ikese Crvernpontal
oserotes, in orler drat incuiry nicht te tiede cs to itheilr Lack-
orounds dnteprity ord logalty. I vont 43 point out that this
rork vag not exzhit by the Federal Luregu of Iayasti-ation, tut
vy agsicned o tt. I Lont Jurtier 3 point oul thot ke nmemed
Lxieh are cont to tho Xederzl Iureau off Inuagtt-ation ppon uiich
inveotd otions are ordered Ly the intereated Soprerinénial arens
cica, gre selected by thogd ajyenciea onz that this Luregu Rae no
sard in the aplectiny of thease renen upan which invasbiations
are arcareds JIn tho ease of Lrs. I'elm, I underatend non t:at
ey nane wvas on the poy roll o) the Alvisory Coz=miipgian fo thie
Qounetl of I&tfongl leyennsy dlprny with rany otlerd, woad thyp
130%, piieh vav propared in thé ripfgary Carnilosion 19 the {oun~
cil of fatienal raferso, wdae tewen fron 1he nray roll of ot
Comr.tasian, Tig Lurday bod nothins ghatosever %o €5 with the
prézaration of 4né 1ist ovr t5a plaving thgroon of Lro. I'elnls
ramc.  The investl ation of 6ll of ikecq rshcs, tncluding Lra.
Ielny; vap prodicated upon the leltdr fron the AQuigdry Coxriias
ston to the Couneil of Iattonal Llgfenue,

I vant arein to dgacure you that I deeply rogrét tre
recentzent hichd thts incident Las cavged pavy and pardiculardy
the inpresoion trioh I foar pou kove rained ag tx the fhaittion
of thto lurcau in thig vatter. I kave Eried i ¥hia lotter o
clarlfy ecaotly what the mphition of thie Lurcau Los lear ong
ehat 198 fusetion vas, and I ¢ kopeful dhat this nay corrdet
the inpression vhilol pou may Ravds

ﬁmdergiy Joursy,

- ——— e p————
TR e v e — - S—————

——
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. Mr, Toleon........

L G D FIX, ClCZE wonanrmmess
\ Mr. E. A. Tazm....]

THE WHITE HOUSE Mr, Fozworth .......
WASHINGTON Kr. Ratlan ..., R
B Liasdu nmmoms ome:
P54 (BB 07 S S
Pr. CL e

-----------------

January 26, 1941 Y. Kictiois.,

My dear Mr. Hoover: 2z ox Gandy......
I am very much surprised by your letter about=——-
the investigation of Mrs. Helm. I am also _{,/
surprised to learn that some one has been

making inquiries about Miss Thompson at her

apartment house as to when she comes=—end

goes, how much company she has, éﬁmé 95 /2.~/0
%:d

This type of investigation .seemi{fwﬂfngum"duol’lmﬁs“ Tl
smack too much of the Gestapo m thds.
I JAN 28 1941

The explanation that the 1nvestb_g§%§gmgﬁ,

Mrs. Helm 1s a mistake, seems ¢t
inefficiency on the part of the|person vho
ordered 1t. I am not blaming the youngg®
man who conducted this investiga ause,
he was merely carrying out orders. However,"
anyone who cared to avold such a mistake
would only have had to look at the question-
alre which Mrs. Helm filled out last summer
to realize that she has been attached to

the White House ever since we have been
here, and incidentally that her father and

husband had been Admirals in the Navy.

LAY O /%3499

I can not help resenting deeply the action
in.- these two cases and if you have done this
type of investigating of other people, I do
not wonder that we are beglnning to get an
extremely jittery population.

£ info this

A po rﬁg:d:ssmed tor Very s{ncerely yours, Do sev =/
use in “The FBI S’»tmrss':2° Q?\“® _//%‘E/ TG 7l /

. y Don Whiehead. 58 3% acon,  Jfrv—ilensdf—

42’&_‘2%3‘52: details. ?\‘ND EXE.D lgl

) r),’]"\H

- .
& ANoV 30 1950 §
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VEMORANDUN FOR- THE SOLICITOR GENERAL. -

I an attaching hereto, for your information,
¢ copy of a memorgndum which I have foday addressed to

the Attorney General relative to certein investigations

requested of this Bureau by the Advisory Commission. to
A} '
AN the Gonncil of Naotional ,Defense. 5
- \\;\\ R Very truly yours 5
= ) ‘ . "d. Edgap Hoover ‘
N John Edgar Hoover
f B\ v - - X *

\kl Incdosure

° - 4
/‘A mxagn of info this .
"t totwa

gerial declass:fmd for

r Me. Cis. use in“The FBI Story” RECO?QEB « ‘&U}
(24 d¢ s 3
I TS 3 L b?ini‘m Wz 2“:}:’3&‘3‘;:
Mr, Foxworth NCT— I’ :»-’_ T ’ F ; &'__ ﬁ a
- :f'“““‘““— GONMUNICATIONS, SECTION| - - - [%ngggé g /3 X
e MAILED - | . g O Y
"Mr, Clavin o ) - : :
Hr. Nichols - ‘ * JAN 28 1941 *
uc. Rosen V. FEDERAL anf&’;OF IRVESTIBATION
e, Traey _ . U8, -DEPAKTMENT. OF JUSTJCE

Miss c.ucx

Mﬁﬁﬁm‘@éﬁ\{ 30 Wy |
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Janvory 27, 1941 |
JEHORANDTI FOR TZE ATTCRNEY. GENERAL . J{

¥ith further reference to my memorandum of Januory 24, 1941,
relative to the investigotion uhich wae requested of thie Bureau
dy the Advisory Commission Yo the Council of Aotional Défense, I
‘wonted to quote the folloving letter dated July 11, 1940, cddressed
- o you dy Ur. ¥tlliom H. LcReynolds, Secretary, Ldvisory Commisaton
. 0 the Council of Kattonol Defense:

I tronsnit herewith a list of enployees in the Informo—
3 tion and Statiatics Diviston of the Advisory Commission'’s
. office. The first secetion of this 1tet consists of the
I normes of individuals norrally désignated to contact the ,
¥ar and Xouvy Depcriments and o consult thetr confidential -
\ Siles. The other section of the Iiat consists of all
; other employees in that Diviston who norually come in
contact with the material obtained.

"It ta the Prosident’s desire, dnd that of the Commis-
sion, that o ocareful check be made with respect to ecach
individusl involved; dut particibriy thosé on ithe first
section of the list, for the purpcse of nmeking sure
that tkese persons cre dependable and justify the drust
placed in then.

"I¥ seens desiradle that these perticular people ‘ l]
- - should be ilnvestigated by jyour Buresu of Investigation :
p because of the significance of the -quesiion of loycliy.
; It will de appreciated if appropriate instruciions may

be yiven Lo gee trat such investigations are made, and

the reports should be tronspiiied to me Ga completoed.

Tt will be apprecisted if these inucstigations con mm:.z/u/ '
be expedited.”

The obove quoted letier E;;CQ%EH%&Q? '2‘? édﬁ' 2‘_. (% a
tke office of kwia*f;agi‘ Attorney Genercl .rzégge, 2 ; i gﬁﬁﬁr}‘l ﬁ;&‘ﬂﬁt \

uith the letter, invactigations were initicied.| From: o : )
additiongl qémmén‘ibatt ons have been received, sig{éd bﬁmf @ﬁzs F

¥cleynolds, Secretary of the Advisary Commisstoh g, dhe. Apunctl, ubE
A portion of jufo this ; Lo
serin} declasiitfed for - . | f ) &
gge in “The F,?‘Y,Sf;ot;y" ' T g; a
., by Don Whitehead. Seco A 5
62-&&22&&» details, ) ' . . ,.-:vm
S - A - Rea .- . N ' " W‘\ ~.

®
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The Attorney Oengral -8 ) Jonuary 27, 1941

National Defense, or by Mr. Sidney Sherwood, Asstgidnt Secretary of
the Adutdory Comnission to the Council of Netional Defenses - The
request yor the thvestigction of krs; Lelm t:eg conteined g o lot-
ter dated October 29, 1940, conicining fifteen rores, ond Lithout -
eny indication .ag to who théy were other ttan the furnishing df the
nore, and onong thége was the name of Edith H. lelm, In line wlth
the requgst W ich was made by Mr. LeXeynolds in his letier of

July 11, 1940, €1l guch liats of nones. haie been gluén prompt gie .

*

tention by this Buracus ‘
I undergtand thet the way Urs, Peln's nime .cawe to be

- sent bo the lureau wos thet she 18 carried on the pay rdll of the

Adui sory Coxmisgton to the Counotl of Nattongl Deferise, and apparently
the procedure in that .ageiicy has been to merely list the naneg on '
Ihe pay roll in ihe requests mude Sfor invegtigation, without any
enolysia of the tduntiiy of the émployee. Therofore, this Buraou

has not gquegtioned the cotfan of ke Advisory Commission to the
Counoil of Aatloficl Defanse as to the ndvicg selected by ttem and
Jorcarded $o thts Biirecit. I want %o make It very definitely c¢leor
that. thé Burgcu did not havé anyihing to do with the salecction of -
Urav Yelm's nove, tid tn fact did not know when the name vas .send

o the Buread: and dhe reguost made for the Investigation of her,

that she was the Social Cecretary at the Thite Louses ‘ \

_ T would like to pfurther point gut thet the Bureau did not
agek thip work, but a5 pyou will note, it wad assigned to it as a -
reoult of the ledter from Mri McPeynolds doded July 11, 1940, in
Which he siated that ¥t wos the President’s desire, a8 well oy that
of the Cormisston, that a caresful vheck be made with respect to the
persons employed.. ,

In orger to prévent quy recurrence of such o situgtion
ew oceurrdd in the ¢ose of Lru, Lélm, I have iasued tnstrugtions that
no requeat Jor investigeiion of personnel of any Governnental ogency
ia to be made unlées the requeat fa made in wriding and s igned by
the head o that Ggenoy. Furthermore; I hove direcoted thas even vhen
such o request e received ond signed in the mapner indicotéd, gn
Agent should coll and exomine thé personnel file to determine whether
there are any aspects of thg cavé that would varrant a quesiion
being ratscd as to the propricty or desirsbililsy of making o char-
aeter tpvdstigation, ond that i there 18, thia natier be called o
ny peraonal atteniion besfore the Investigaiion Iy Undertaken.

For your inpormctions I wanted pou +6 know that I -hgbe’
written o personal note to dra. Roosecbvelt, expressing my regret
that this situction had orisen and had &éaused her any annoyance.

Ed

- ) . ' ‘f . . _ ;
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The Attorney Qenerel | -3 - Jenuary 97, 18941

In ker reply, she cdvised me that she understood that on {nvess-
tigation way being rnude of Vies Llolvinag Theompson, and thai persons
wveré noking inguiries ot Mies Thompson's apartrent concerning her
goings and comings, ¢t ceiera. I have advised Xrs. Roossvelt that
this furecu kas not, ond 18 not méking -ony investigetion of -

Uiss Thompson, and that the partiss who have bden making thé in-
quiriés Ho phtch she referred are not connected with this Bureau,

Re qpeé‘?:fullys, >

vohn- Edger Zoover
Dipéqtor .
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Hnited States Department of Justice i S
HWuashington, 8. .
January 29, 1941

Federal Burean of Inuestigation

EAT :DMP . Wiss Cardy. M

- ey 4T 6

UEHORANDUM FOR THE"DIEEWTOR X

on January 28, 1941, I had lunch with Szdney Sherwood,
Assistant Secrefary of the thzonal Défense Advisory Committee,
I informed Mr. Sherwood that he had put the Bureaufgn a difficult
spot by requesting an investigation of Edith B. He Secretaty
to Mrs. Roosevelt. Sherwood stated that the znvest;ga#zon of
Mrs. Helm had been initiated without his knowledge or the know-

ledge of any of the officials at the Defense Advuisory Uommisszon,

her name appearing in a list of. names of people of whom there
were about fifteen, who are on the payroll of the Advisory Com=
mission but assigned to duties at the White Eouse. Sherwood
stated that he had tdlked to both Mrs. Roosevelt and Mrs. Helm

on the telephone about this matter and that he had assumed full
responsibility in behalf of the C‘ommzssion Jor the mvest;gatwn,
Sherwood .clagimed close personal acquaintanceship with both Mrs.
Roosevelt and Mrs. Helm. He stated that he had infdérmed Mrs.
Roosevelt that the investigation had been spéc,zfzcally requested

- oj‘ thé FBI by the Defense Advisory Commission in a letter pre-

pared for his signature, but thdt he had not noted Mrs. Helm's
name in the list of people to be znves'bzga'bed He 'stated that
Mrs. Roosevelt was blistering in -hér denunciation of the initidtion

. of this mvestzgatwn and that he, Sherwood, took the full

responszbzlzty Jor the reguest, endeavornng t6 explain that the

name had not come to anyone's attention, *being but one of Some

L; 500 names on- the payrolls upon Wwhom investigations were being
reqpested. Sherwood stdtéd that of course if the mname had come

to his attention or if it had come to the attention of you person-
ally, undoudbtedly the invéstigation woirld have begen immediately
discontinued. Sherwsod stated that he told Mrs. Helm the same

thing and that both shé and Urs. RooSevelt took the position thfjéivﬂx
they -did not want any clerical or minor employee reprzmanded or
censured Jor the conducting of this investigation.

Sherbood stated that he knew nothing about the initidtion

.0f this investigation although of course it was his responsibility,
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that as a matter of Jact when Solzcztor General Biddle contacted
him by telephone ‘about the matter, he denied that the Commission
had requested such an investigation, feeling that because of

his personal acquaintanceship with Mrs. Helm he would have
recognized her name appearing in any list. He stated that sub- )
sequently however he had checked and determined that the investiga-
tion had been requested by his office in a letter bearing his
signature and that he had so informed the Solicitor General.

Sherwood rezterated on several occasions the fact that
he had accepted the responsibility for the initiation of the
investigation, both to Mrs. Roosevelt and to Urs. Helnm.

Resp ull

Edward A. Tamm v
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Junuary 30, 1942 _—

- HENINANDUY _FOR _THE ATTORNRY. GEIZTAL

o A - I wonted tg cdvige you that in rovicu~
_ Ing thé nanes of persong upen whon investigations
have beon requegted by ithe ‘ldvisory Commjosion -
30 the Council of Nationgl Zofenaa there wad found
the noano of Ruthjona V. Luriold.
t{on Indtoaied thct thls voman tao agsigned to .
the Fhite Housé and accordingly I have tsolicd

" tnatructiong within She Lureau ¥o oconduct no .

- Inuveadigation-of this. voman, The Advisory Cone
nigaton to the Oouncil of Nadional Defense hoo
bean Informed that the Lureau will not conduct
-an ipvestigation oft ITuthjane ¥, Rumeld.

Péapagdsrully,

" John Fdpor Hoover
. Dfreotor

L3

+

Available infornd-
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JBAING .- . _ Jenuary 28, 90

mmmm 'FOR UR. . ROSEH

, - RE; RUTHIANE V. lumﬁ*
. : « , SPECTIAL INGUIRY
ﬁ . » . . THE ADVISORY COMMISSION

2 "~

Q,;/ This 48 to record on tha abovo dete Ky, Laurence 4.
A ﬁelch Chief, Investigation Section, Advigory Comnicsion to the
‘Council of Hotional Defense,. telephonicaily contacted the writer
.- advising = lottcr had been dirscted to the Bureau under dato pf
Januaxy 27, 1941, roguesting that inveatigations of EDITK Bs
-8ad asmmzs V. RUMELT be discontimued, He adviged Hoth thece
, individuals werc cspigned tovthe Whito Houss detail end ststed
-~ i ' that the Office of the Prosident had contected Lry Si&nay Sherwotd
erlling this fact to his ottention an& .’mstructing that those in«
veetfgations bo discontinued.

|

-

3 - A roview of the Bureeu file in the cave of ‘RUTHIAHE
" Y, ROMELT reflects that no uction has yet been token in this in

RN J 4

vestigation, thorefore, in the absence of contrary inotructions N
the ¥aghington Fiold Division #311 be adviséd tolephonically on v b/lmq (9/ L..‘}
this date to discontinue this investigntion inaediaiely. ' l
) . Beapectfully, . A
- | o, _ g
-6/7 f L—\ £ ‘ =
; 30 Adano K .o . ) ""? .
. . R - _ »
Meouon: RE - i i o e
. MA Clegx ‘-,i R <& i 7 _ P 1 AV S . l
o, K-&o?iénu—h . B;:Dm ? . {-% _&b._.g..‘jjp ”~ ‘/ / s
Me, Foxwoith - ’ : : N !
My, Nathan -
M 5 i A Jpottion. of into this
bl o - serial d saified. qu‘ LA
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JEL:iCE
. : . ' January 27, 1941
: - MENORANDUY FOR TGE ATTORNEY G7NERAL
\ﬂ\ﬂ ’ ; S -
X Fith further reference to my menordndum ofdJanuary 24, 1941,

/) -velative %o the investigation uhich eg requeated of this Bureau
« by theiddvisory Comnission to the Council .of Nattonel Defense, I*
-+ wonted to gquote TAw followling-letier dated July 11, 1540, addressed
to you by Mr. Fillian HilcReynolds; Secretary, fdvisory Commission
. ‘,“j to the Council of National Defense:’ y ‘ ,
b

T ‘\”I transmit herewith o list of employees in the Informa-
s -‘tton and Statiatics Diviston of the Advisory Commission’s
‘L/ offtce. The first section of this list constats of the
names of individuals normally designated to contact the
¥or and lovy Deperinents and to consult their. confidential
* Sfiles. The other section of the list consiats of 611
| other employees in thot Divicioh who normally dome in

y

4 contact with the wuaterial obtained.

-

"It is the President’s déscire, ang that of the Commis~
sion, that o caregful check be: node ith respect to each
tndividucl involved, but particubrly those on ‘the first
-gsection of the 1ist, for the purpose of making Byre
that these persons are dependable and Justify the trust
_pplaced in thenm. -

"1t seems desirable that ithese particular people

should be investigated by your Burecu of Investigaiion

beccuse of the significance of the question of loyalty.
It will be-.appreciated. 1f appropriacte instructions may

e given to see that suck tnvedtigations gre made; and

the reports Should de {ransmitied to me as corpleted.

2Tt will p‘_i;réiyflpregiated tf these itnvestigetions can___

“ X - r > : f" > i
e ezpeat iV sncomomy o i | S2 0TI~ (R
; - The -dbové gquoted letier ugs routed ta IhTa Dureou From.. . i,.
IRe office vf Assistant Attorney General Rogge; ahd in compliance

"Btk the letter, investigations ugre tntticted. Frop vigpRtol £i94]

My, Ep 3

My, Foxworth

s, Kathia
e, laca

. ae, FGFTEonal comnunicdtjons have beeil recetvedy, gighed by Nr. - o i
—— 1ds, fecretary of the Advigaiy Commigsion to theiQounedligfyill |

o !'.‘Mﬁ“ A. portion of info this
R : serial declassified £ot;
Mrq TW:: qse in "ThQTBI St.ory’

. G d. See
M CAE s /A Za-bé &wz b “:xcwﬂs»
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The Atiorney General -2 - January 27; 1941

Aottonal Defense, or by Ur. S.tdneyK.Shcrwood, Asststant Secpretory of
the Advisory Cormnigsion to the Council of hationel Defense. The
request for the investigation of Urs. Lelnm was contained $fi ¢ let-
ter daied October 29, 1940, contcining fifteen names, ond without
any indication ds io vho they were other tran the furnishing of the
nares and among thegé was the name of Edith B. Helm. JIn line with
thé reguest w-ich was rmade by Mr. Lefeynolds in his letter of

July 11, 1040, all su¢h 1liste of names have begn gilven prompt at-
tention by this Bureou. :

I understond that the way YMrs: Uelm's name care to be
~ sent tb ire Purecy wcs that ghe is -carried on the pay roll of the
Advtgory Commission to the Qouncil osf Neotional Dofensé, and apparently -
the procedure in that dgency has been to merely ligt the names on
thé poy roll in <the requests made for investigation, without any
oanalysis of the tdentity of the employee. Thérefore, this Bureats
has nov questioned the cotion of the Advisory Commisgion to the
Counctl of Fattonol Defense ag to the nanmes selected by them and
Jorvarded %o this Bureau. T want to make it very definitely clear
thot the Burecu did not have anyihing to do with the selection of
Mrs., Helm's nome, and in fact did not know when the name was sent
to the Buréou and the requecst made for the invéstigation of hery
that she was the Social Secreiaty at thé White Kouse. o

- I would 1ike to further point out that the Bureau did not
ggek this work, but ag you will nots, 1t was asskgned o 1t.a3a
result of the létier from Nr. MeReynolds dated July 1Y, 1540, tn
which he stated that 1t was the President's désire; as well acs that
df the Commisgion; thot o careful check be nade With respect to. the

persons employed.

In order to prevent any recurrencé of such a giiuation
6§ occurred In the cose of Mra. Leln, I have tgssued inastriotions that
no request for itnvestigation of personnel of any Governmental agehéy

|+ ¥e to be made unleds the request ts made in writing dnd signdd by

the head of that agency. Furthermore; I hove directed that even vhen
such ¢ request t§ received end signed in the monner indicated, an
Agent should call and examine the personnél file to deternine whether
there are any agpecis of the ease thaet would warrant a question

being ratsed as to the propriety or desirability of meking o char=
acter inycatigation; and thot if there is, this mgtter be callgd to
my personal aitteniion before the investigatipn is undertaken.

For your informetion, I wented you to know that I have .

vritten a personal note to Mrs. Rodoseuelt, exzpressing my regret
thaot this situction had arisen and had coused Aer any agnnoyance.

:
k.
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The Attorney General , -3 - | . Januory ,.2.?3. 1541

In her reply, she cdviséd ne iket she upderstood that on ipvess
tigation was being rnade of iiss Nolvina*Thompson, and thut persons
were moking inquiries ot UNige THompsonTs~dparinent voncerning her
goings and comings, e+ cetera. I have cdvieed Urs, Roosevelt that
this Bureaou has not, and is not naking dny investigation of

Nias Thompson, and that the porties who have been roking the in=-
quirtes o vhich she referreéd ére not connected with this BDureau,

L - | :Iéeﬁp»ectfullq;

John Edgar Hoover
Director
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. January 28, 1941 S

M. Guy Bot'hel . © BY_SPECIAL MBSSENGER
Federal Purean of Inwabige.tion \ . - ST T
¥ - United States Departwont of Justice

. Kool 2266, United tates Depsrtment of T . -
: Juptice Puilding . :
Wnahington, D. C«

A BERDONAL ATTFNTION

Dear Mr, Hottelr . , ‘ ‘

Youx attantion i3 invited to the recent invenu% t.iou
which was initiated by the Bureau concorning Mis. Bdith BS

at the roquoat of The Advigory Commission to tlie Council o
i National I}afenao. %

It will be noted Hisv Holn is the Social Secretary to
: - ‘Hrs. Roosevelt,. the wifs of the ?resident. 23 a Yresult of our
~,

inquiries condugted in. thin natter an embarrassing aituation STan
brouzht about which r.dgh'l; ‘have ‘otherwlse be

ed )
i e L _é.......é,.. /ﬁ
- It 45 uy desire that you issuo appropriate instmctiena

- to the Agents in your office go that in the future if dnfornmation -
: ig noted in the personncl. filed of Tho Advimory Comiission, atfiRs 1 194|
: timo such files are reviawed, reflecting any of the indiyidusla,
upon whom investigations have been requestod, are holdinf oo a8, -
of prozinence, such dnformpation ahould irmediately be brought 1

ES

o £ @ =
your attention. You should, of course, theoroafier advisc the Bureei{i m e
concerning these ciroumastences 8o that appropriata action night be-5r =
-—‘1
ftaken, 59 o
. - Qo g )
A-portion of info this: Very truly yours, . O 9
“;',mm serial- -declassified for c = §
————- usein “The FBI Story’ o e E T . N :“-’! 2—3 -
O s ¢ DY DO Yhihcad, o « Edgar Hoover S~ T - —
"Q‘l A “ﬁ. 2“-—5-—».&1‘ dmﬂs. b o "‘m .o’
e rowors . John Edgaxr Hoover . TS ‘
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LI rARIISE X0 308 ATTO. NEY CTTRCAY,

3

\ iy furtliar rofarence o tha invecti~ation

! 6 Xrae E34th D4 Dadn, I dhous™t pon wauld ke infore S

' egted in knouving $hat ok niiing inquiry concsratay N
the gtatuar penarglly oF opplicaads Jor o-zafntasnd N

T3 $ie Atvicory Toriipaiun ty The Louseild o idional
Tefenae, T vay advigald i 3t +he Treatdest 123 ~fudn
gpedtfic ardoras o the Aduisory fonofapicn itz the
Louneil of Uadtonal Tdfense that o samnlete ond

e

g horau~k taroatication atvould b eonliuatzd in ro2ird

A 29 81l {nltviduala conuected width his dranizatios
Hpa~zrdlaaz of thatr gtatuz’s

G Zaceabar 17, 1340, g “pociol Alent of <X
Dureas conizgteld Lr. Sifnoy Charwyod, Aoxiotadd _
Zegratary ty 1he Advignry Coratzaldon 2y ile Daunsil
qr Uastonal Lefenan, who atited tis3t the Prepilent
¥3d givea gpocific orcera thot o ecaplato and
#roroust dnuveaitzation adould be ponlioctad razarding
all inSivizusla comneata? nith the Z2avtosory Corisoion
T2 the Jpunell of Nattonal Torfense razardleay of treir
ptotun pnd that np differéevtiation viateperar xhould
be "sde omons fhe employecs o) the fornilgsiche

You will recall tiad Iditd De Ioln voz carrisd
on the pay rall of 22e Advisory Comatzoion to the
Counotl of Notional Zafenae arnd that the fnreesiization
of Ler wes reoguested by Lpe Jherwool gz I K3ve praviously
oJuigad pYou. <ne certainly vould (Ain tie ixprosaion

— . Jron Lre Ckordoodls atitesend diod dte-lrestdent specdfimg
weews . ¢ally deatrad on $avesiisatlan op all of e seracno » o @
mneaTen . COFrigd on 25e rolls of tne Advioory Conutusion. e 2o
Mro Poxworth _ 7 - oo ."'5 it
Mre wathan ! » "0. ﬂﬁﬁgﬂam“'? ( “17 " o ‘:: w
rotass ‘; e ¥ K [Rerant ,::i:.@ A A LAY by ¢~ &
[T i , ! — D S (4
m.:‘:na -, \é/;,? ” /d",‘,f" ] — S i ::' "§
Ny 14 / e .ol Dlzar Lavver = =
v L e Lircctot I
e, Rosen ————— A portion of info this R A
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Mr. Totson

Mr. €, A Temm

© My Fixworth

e, Nathan
™y, Lsda
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—————

Mre Glavia .
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My, Nichols e
p———

oy, Nondon s

B
Mre Roson .
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My, Treey -

Miss Gandy

I———————.

M i

—— by Don ‘Whi head, Seo i
ML O o, é _'2,(,__9_9_,142:%: details. E

*

EAT; DMP

January 89, 1942

LEINANTTE FOR THS SOLICIT0R OFIREAL

I thought you would be fntereated
in tho contonts of the attoshad nemoranden
vhich T hyve tadoy addressed to the Attorney -

Ganarale “
very truly yourd, z |
:':L' pF
J« Edgar Hoover Fo
John Edgay Loover BN
rirdcior - ; Q,‘
Atachnent o ' . }
. RS
N
. . ‘ ‘ ‘“_,_Q_W_gm; I dé& e e e -
A portion. of info this T RRTTTe “ Y= Y
ser?al declassified. for ) 4 6 ;2 - (4 s0 %?d, / Z -~ / 5
use in “The FBI Story™ . T Sed — '
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4 JAN 31 1941 ~k'

P. M, :
FEDERAL, BEREAU DF tRVESTISATION

U, 5. DEPABIMENT OF JUSTICE




O Q‘/ﬁf
; THE WHITE HOUSE )

WASHINGTON

January 30, 1941

-------

My dear Mr, Hoover:
Thanhk you very much for your
letter of January 27 in answer to mine.
It was very good of you to write me in
detail.

Very sincerely yours,

s [titn

£ /eanorMasqu/ o

g/

£G5B, et

o W

A portion of info this
gerial declassified for
use in “The FBI Story” b:i
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HENIRANT I FOR TR & OLICITOR ‘ﬂR’f)?’?A.L

I thoucht you night be interssted ! |
in ‘the oittaoched copy of o HMedorancun which ol
I tocoy tranomitted to ihd Atitorney Cdnerdl.

very trz;;g yours,
ot -

/30' !Wé_»;”_-_ir;!:r';:‘jé'

Direcctor ) i
* Fa o7 oy
Attachkaent R - AR S R, .‘I

H
IhHi9E6 & 93;!
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aw&of Ji.}\rz f\o‘\ :)‘ te TOLS‘D:‘
E, BE. Ao Tl -

-

v wity referemce to t&l ¢ attached file dealiug witn the
“investigation of rg, pdith b b.WMeln, + do uot believe that this
cate wag Laniled as it should kaye be(;':.. 1 furthermore do wot -
belisve that + was furniched all the infornatinn that + should have

P had ecoucerning this motter i the sriginal instance. I wasn iaformed
{ < by dp. Tamm that the request froa the Advisory Commission to the
o 1 Louncil of Nat_-nal Defense a-idrcsc;ed 40 me under date of October

=9, 1940, wag a nimeographed for.a. +hat is not. correct. It is
true thut in Tile 6'“-60512 there is a nimeograshed copy of the let-
\ : ter of October 29th, but-in file G2 3374 thers is the origipal
: o” the letter froa #r. Sherwood, fro. which we apmrenuy made minco-~
graphed copices.

H S0 G St 3 % % % 3 2k IF 3 G R ¥ E *}6%%%%%

In -ordeyr that therc may be o regurrence of a situation
of this kind, I wenb o direct (1) thwt no inveg a.ds_to ’be
) el WITH mental agency un)

SHL g i ONel S Wi dS, AN, BilAne £ he
ot agencys +his will not apply in cal'gg wkfﬁ%%%%ﬁo?ce
~I5 Chirged wilh awiolution »f some Federal Statute over whica this
Burean has primary jur:.sdic'bzm. (2) Vhen such a request for an
investigation is mode, the Yauhmton Pield Office chould have an

Agent Immediately inopect the persornel files 45 ascertain whether -
there are any aspgcts of the cace thyt ywould make it inadvisable,
inexpedient, or undesirable to couluct an investigation .of that
eaployes. lio investipation is to be initiated watil such an .

: cxoainntion of the persannel €ile has been mude. =+f any uwnusual

agpects are noted, the aatter shoull then be brough to my per-

sonil attenti.on before an ;nveutlga‘bpn is iaitiated.,

A

Agent in Charge °f the hashington Field Office thoroughly under~

.. : VALl you please sgo thut all superv:.sorﬂ and ‘the
{i stanl this procedurs ani adhere to it .Jtrictly.

A portion of info thi¥

serial deeladsified, xor

;:sa in"“The FBI §to SRR TN ’ m,, [ -
- - %ebead. » ol .ﬁw i
é,?(é&?/j’ or dﬁmils Jokn Bdpnr Hogvrir - .
Birector ) _,_ .
Attuchnents

Ver; truly ;;rau;{rf - -
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X
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Febriory 14, 1941

e MEMORANDUN FOR MR« VATTHEE F. MoGUIRE
' THE ACSISTANT TO TLE ATTORNEY GENERAL

‘Fith referericé to the wholé policy dealing with the
ratier of investligating names of persons under ¢onsgideration
Jor enployiment in other Governnent agencicas, I would appreciate
it if come definite policy could be outlined for this Burcau
4o follop bectuse as you know, pe-are neither "fisk nor fowl"
in the ploture. The Bureau hg8 7 tved, In ny estination,
entirely unwarranted critic pll too many sources a§ to
the investigation made of AL Ing Then the Attorney CGeneral
decided that the Burcaw 1Bs| o meXg no investigation of any
person unlesg thére werée charges fbither of ‘subversive activi~
N tics or a violation of o Federal Sigtute. The réason, o I
-1 +| underatood it, pfor this policy, whick I congider t0 be a very
" | definite and clear rule to follow, was that -in raking so-called
- personnel investigatioris we ivcre dyund to inclir animosities
and onnities upon the part of the persons upder tayesitigation,
porticularly when thesZ persons were persons of high standing
¢ tn the buai?ega or pgl{&%cdl worlde. &leere wod no doudit that )
i such cninogl tlics were being. ] . ' , .
. Now, as I understand f{t, we aré supposed U POKE ThRyes=
. tinations of such nanes ds moy be sent to the Dureau from your:
| offtcé, notuithstanding that these names are in thaet cla§§}~o RN
i
}

B
. - - .

-, persons which I have above referred to — norely, persons very .
> hkigh political or tusiness &tanding, with the tnevitable result - ..
N thot vken we tnvestigate them, we are going to incur ennitics -
N and aninesities which will be against the F5I. In other izords,

it looks to me-as 1f we are right back to rhere wé were before,
hecause as I understood the reason for the decision of the At=-
torney General, It was not solely upon the Helm cacge, but was
predicated upon a nugh broader recson ~ naorely, that of con-
ur.touon dueding tnvesitigations in ratters that did not fnvolue some
nuanpifolation of a Federal Statute or ckerge of subdbversive actiil-
woivss kicBupon which there could be no teaia for criticism of Burcan

wremciQQELON. | COMMUNICATIONS SECTION | ,
Mr,. Kathan - ' ‘ 5‘;‘ . %
Moot MALILED vdry truly yours ’[&.\L v
Wr, Glavin X . ] X Ve e
e, Wichete i * FEB 141941 "}\'. J. Edgar Hoove (}/ 1*,.»‘{‘. .
ro He ‘ P, M, AT X > P
:,. :.:. FEDERAL BLREAU of WvisncanonJann Edgar Hoover &«~i %t /f \Q 9 -z
Wr. Tracy U, 3- DEPAR HENT {EWW‘QE . "Dt rcc-bor A "’;4 .:" - 'E'? : 'I:{":' \;’*' -
e fo.tgw.___......-) | P ; : :
Mise Qsney, gorfal declassified for: R %,
> » . E : }
S A STy S
o : ; cad, See i
é)—é‘g’:f?o..%r ‘dptj}ilﬁ- ‘:1 "ﬁi_! »




JRYBX - Lay 2&, 1941

‘THB DIRECTOR-

rI‘m'-.,.}
There is oot out horo:lmtter 4 brief suzmary

of our experience with tho invéstigation of the poraopnel

of exscutivo dopartnonts and dgencios dnd tho status of
efforts tnde to olicit from the Dopartmnt a ‘clear-cut ruling

for the Buredu to .follow in tho accoptance of such cdcos.

You will recall that baginnixxg on Jung,, 194’0,
investigations of this type
Production lanagezont.and. thofAdvigory Commisolon to tho
Counoil of Katieral pPefonsc/ and by _early 1941, sovéral hutie
drod had boen acted upon, cach on an ‘expodite teléphonic or -
tolographic basis. Tho indisqumm&te ranper in which those
requeats woro forwardod to tho Bureay resultod in tha orbare

7?9 requdstod by the caof .

ragemont, which aroso out of the investigation of L.ra. Edith B. _ '

Ec.‘»l:m,t cocial seorctary to Lrs. Loosovelt.

Tho advinability of handling rattors of this type
wag discucoed by you with the Attornoy General at which time
. he ruled acainat tha accoptance by this Bureau of any regtest
for the irvaatication of an orployse of anothor Governmcntal
‘ departzent or agency oxcopt upod instructions from his Office
zmd excopt iinder jurisdiction of the Exccutive Directive pro-
fulrated in accordance with Seotion 94 of ‘the Latch Aot and
Section 15 (g) of tho Emergonoy Roliof Act of 1941.

On Februvary 8, 1941, Lr. Taxm adyised you of &
conversation with Xatthow F, 1oouira at which time Mre McGuiro
informed him he had talked with the Attornoy Gesneral who had
exprossed the belief it was & corious mistake for the Dureau
to bo inveatipating czployees of other Govornmontal agencien

e, Foxwarth

Nr. Glavis — 4in that 4t hurt the Bureau ggnnmm and would hurt. it mora if
e 1 i & INDEXED /. P

Br. Nichold - ﬁp@@?DED "\, &.-?()j / ‘3\

Mrs Rovon

TATTIALS Un Latviise JQE 4, CHEAI OF INVESTIGATIN

Mry c"‘“‘.———-—-q

Mre Quinn Tamm : ” "U

. st ' w 16 9
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. .h Taisen ;
Mye B Ao Tt-'-

< Mre Gleex
Mo Foxwarth

.
————————
————
Mr. Qlavia
Mre Ladd

Mr. Nichels

-
v —————

anna——

WM. Resen

————,

Mr. Carson

Nee QUInd Toman
lhllndm___‘__;‘_w
' ‘lr.tpq’ 5 s

T o Misasemey . .

a———————
= gua— "

¥emoranduxn for thé Dircotor &2 -

gomo ‘of them- furned out bad. At that time you noted that since
the Attornoy General had ruled against the: eccoptance by the
Burcau of suth casos,, there woild bo no exceptions and requostd -

. on hand should bo returned with the explagation thit tho action

was: 'babod ‘upon the Fuling of the Attoinoy Genoral.
Thareafter on Fcbruary 14, 1941 you, transnd.tted a

-memiorandun ¥ Kr. Wdtthow F. LcGuird outlining the -ontire

situation as of that date and particularly pointed out that not-
withstanding the fach tho Attorney General had decided the Bureau
was to make no invostigation of any ‘percen unloss thore wepe
charges oither of pubvorsive activitics or of violstion of a

" Fodéral ctatuto, ouch réqassts wire boing cleared through his

Offico and formarded to tho Burcau, resulting in placing the
F.B.{. inovitably ix the same position as it was in bofore, open
to tho anmitiea and anivositics rosultinv frem such investigatdons.

You spccificauy raquestod that. soxio definite policy
be ‘outlinod ;m tho pa‘c:niscs. ‘

Rccoiv:lng Tno-anower to this rczorandum, the matter
wag taken up verbally by Mr. Torm with ur. LeGuire on February
A8, 1941. Ha at that tinmg advised he was addidssing a Teno-
randum to the Burcau on the subjoct.

Sirce thnt dato rdquests for Investigations of ‘this
typo have continucd to be, cleared through tho Offico of the -
Attornoy Goneral ond directed to this Bureau and mo instructions
i tho matter or roply to youwr remorandun of February 14, 1941
or lr. Tama!s oral rocquest of February 18, 1941 of Lr. LcGuire
has boen forthconing.

Respoctfully,

- P. g. 'i’omrth

M-
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N Mal 31, 1941

HEMORA GDUM FUR THE ASSISTANT TC TRE ATT hNEY OJENRRAL

MRy NATISED Fo Mo@UIAE

I have been advised by Mr, Tamm of hisg discussiong with
you concerntng the matter o/ (nvestigation 2f present or poe:entfal
employees of various Governsental agenciep and deatre to erpress
my beliesf that the present procsdure ip cumbersons, fnefficient
and will probobly result in gerious repercuseto-s i/ the present
progran s continuead,

You will recell that, originolly, the Vederal Rureau of
Investigation conducted the tnvestfgaziona qf pregent or notenvial
employees, not only of the lepartment of Justice tut of the (/fice
of Production Management and of the vartous national defenge
agenctes, Thie procedure wes followed for almost a year »ithout
eny dirriculty being encountered and wi'th completely patisfactory
reoults in eo far a8 the vartous agencies werg coacerned, As a
result of the conjustion caused by the Suresu's fnvestigaiion of
Urs, Helm, the Bureau was i(nstricted to» discontinue uii personnel
fnvesitpotions oxcapt those relattng to pregent or poreasial
employeecs oy the Justice iepartzent, A8 @ result of the discone
tinuatton of these tnvesifgations by the Federal bureay of [nvep=-
ttyatton, the Treasury Depcortnent Bas fntiiated o program of
fnvcsatgactng pergonngl for the ' (f/ice of Proiuction Mang;ement
and variloug other national de;ense ageicies. he (Civil Service
Commtpsion fa liheviae conducting persontel investi;acfona of
certain claesss of employces who, 98 7 undersitand (t, are o t8ide
of the Civil Serviece clasaification, lhere i growiny up withia
the Ireasury Department a lorge investtgative unft which ts

ﬁ(dfzottng fta magjor effort to the tnucattgattow of present and
tonvial employeesm of (he Federal Jovernment., [ age-me¢e that o
¥ gonciderable guantity of tnrformation is beinyg developed upon cer-

MeSn : rsons, porticularly nppltaunta Jor employment in the Jovernw

w aent sgrvice, relative to thelr eubuveoratuve sctivities, uneimerican
w B8 Ctat ons and nther dctrimentcl tnyormation, Tr18 material ie
w. et _Belng forporded to the Federal Bursau of investication despite
w. a8 fact ahat the hureou hy Pregidentiagl dtreciive ) ritarged with

. e € Pogponsibilit ha’\dling f.“hﬁ'@! iypes 0f cusce, Luer a peribd
v Of time, c “@Qﬂﬂﬁ ¢'9nf procgdure w111 result in the
wwmﬂ(@ﬂf—?g z par g able to naintoin an (nvestipatire ) it
Mo Quenn Tame ' f‘w\ ;5‘9

Mr. Hengen ; * JUN 4 941 * L(/'i’”\ . »Wui
Mr, Tracy |l ‘M;

- P M, ~ -
fiss Qo0 o — { FEDERAL BUREAU 0F INVESTIZATION

i WS DEPARTMERT OF HSHCE



T — e - - PR— e e

Memorandum for Mr, HcOuire -l =

whioh bagically will be conducting {nvegtéijatfona oy esubversive
acttuitiea, TIhe sit:ation 1s made nore fnctolecratle by the foct that
t.e basic tdea o/ having one central raeservoir fn which there would
be magintained all daia relative to parg g engaged in unedmerican
activities, which tdeal prompted the Prestdent 's dasignation of the
Bureau os the coordinating a ency, ta made entirely tnef/ ective,.

The Treagury Department does not have files or information
upon the many thsugande of parg ng who have been the subjec:s of
Burcou investipgations, which tnvesligations resulted tn the aoccunuloe
$ton o/ comrehrensfve data concerning thelr suduersive ond uneAmerican
aotivities, They cannot Incorprrate this Infornatt - n In thefr {nyvesti=-
gative reportag writhout conducting a completes investigacrfon of the
subverafve actfuvitias of theae people, and 1/ vthig is done, t>efr
work congtitutes o needlegs duplieation o/ Investigati~n already
conducted, I do noct blame the Ufftce of Production Management and
the other nattonal deferwe agenciea for go2liciting and utilizing the
aervices or the Treasury Departaent in having thege invegtioatinneg
conducted, F“Yhem tRoee ajencies were denfed the use of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, they, of course, had to turn te whrateuver
other agency was avatlalle tn order that some investigatione nf threlr
personnal could be conducted,

The admintastrative o/ ficerg nf the Jovernmental ogenciea
interosted in hRiring or retaining the gervices 2f numerous people
deatre on investigation primortly to deternine the hackground and
loyalty of thetr employees and appliconte. The tnuestigationyg
ordinarily ore not intended tn relate to the technical sitnegs of
each person for the pesition he 18 to occupy. Thus, the primary
purpose of the investigations leting conducted by the Treagsury Depart=-
aent {8 to determ me the loyalty and beckpground of the applicant, [
belteve that most certatnly a more sounc conclustfon con be recched
o8 o result of an fnvestigetion conducted dy the Federol Bursa. of
Investigation with tts tremendous fileo relating to un-Americon
activities than can be drawn from an investigation conducted by
other oyenctes not hoving these files or a meansg of ottaining the
tnfermotien containgd in them, The future velue of the Purgau's
Jtles, however, vill te sertously curtailed 1/ they ars not kept
ocurrent by the addition of informction developed a& additional {nvegti=-
pgattons are beinyg conducted, IS these tnvestigations are¢ conducted
by, the Treasury Department or some other agency, It 18 obvioue thet
the tnformation will not reach the Fureau's filee.

I am concerned about this situvation not primarily decause
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Nemorandum for Mr. dcCutre o8 -
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certain coses of a type formerly tavestigated b, the Bureau are now
being handled by euvme othor agenciecs, but decause of my tremendous
o/ftctal aond peraonal tnierest .in the proper funotioning of the
notional defenee programe The s:bjects of most of the investipations
are pergons betng employed upon national dofenec projoots., MWoat
certatnly the security of the country demands that these parsons be
of ungueationed loyaliy and that the persons roapongible Sor theoir
employment have o complete, thorough and accurate piciure of their
backgroundse. [ do rot belteve that the security of the country will
i{e enhanced {f these invcaticiiony are conducted in the yresent
cunbergonc, Inef;/icleont ond unsaetigjactory acnner,

Very truly, yours,

J. Edgar Epoved

John Edgar loover
Dtrector

l@

) Sonapem
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alco hoard tho broadeast and verifiod the abovo informae

2706 Gulf Fuilding
Iouston, Toxas
Juio: 23, 1941 ;

Dircctor
Fodoral Lureaun of Invastipation

mmun, Dp Ce
Dear Sixg

I have been advigod by Ctpoclal 4g ént -
B, Ly GRINDCLL that durdng tho broadeast of FCARSON
and ALLEN, a sustaining projrom orf NG, which wap
hoard. at 6300 Po. Moy Sund‘.\y, Juno 15,. 1941}
Fouston station KXYZ, b coczentator stated that tho
invoestipation of applicints for pozitions with the
0ffice of Production Managomont, has beon Famoved from
tho dnvgsticativoe jurisdiction of this Buaroan,

The cofmentator fudthor stated that this
chango in Juriecd.otion hod beea occacioned by tho dife-
ficultios encowritorod during thoe recent. Anvostigation
by tho FBI of tho backgromd of lia. Fu D, IIOO&L’?BLT'!!
£ooial Socrotary who had cade application for a pogi-
tion with the 0P,

It wis furthor stated that those inveatisa-
tions would bo conducted by tho Soerot Sorvice ;ln tho
fubureg

Spacial Agcats J. D, LOCKRCS-and D, T, HAAS

ticna

Vory trudly yowrs,

de({mm _Lg:, 7 ;; ;’7‘7,.'@70

e |
W %;&»Ai '
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER O ;
: o
DIRECTOR .V /

B

Federal mutfzau of Inuestigation
|
Hnited &tatzs!)ﬁepadment of Justice
Washington, . C.

| .
45\ SJT:1rd June 18, 1941
. wr. Swittey
uwomnudn FOR THE DIRECTOR me. uorse
' ‘ Tale. Roaw :
; . ‘ Your weom
‘ hr. Jtm Strebig telephoned to odvise that last wr, Kiot
evening he listened to- a part of the Pearson and Allen -
; broadcast. He stated that they referred to an investiga= whe
: tion made by the Federal Bureau of Investigation of Mrs. .m-u,“_“"’ ;

Helm, Soctal Secretary to Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, Mrs. Helm's
name having been submitted for investigative purposes Dby

officials of the OFPM. The Narrator went on to say that it
appeared that all defense employees have been investigated and

that the job of investigating has been done by the Federal Bureau 7
of Investigation, that someone ot OPM furnished the name of Mrs. ;
Helm not knowingy who she was, that the FBI conducted the inves~-
tigation without recognizing ¥rs. Helm os being a White House - i
employee until after a complaint was made to Mra. Roosevelt by

HM t

,iﬁ {Lg The broadcast then! continued to state that as a !

f‘fresult of this incident the [investigation of Government employees ;
” in National Defense work was| taken away from the FBI and has been ~
turned over to the Secret Serutce.

.

Mr. Strebig wanted*to SJollow on this and I informed hinm ;

. that I had no knowledge of the facts ercept that I knew that.the I

j Bureau had received names in the past from OPM and other Govern- ?

' mental Agencies and that we had conducted investigations of certain.
personnel. I told him for hts confidential “information that the

: Bureau had received Mrs. Helm'as name along with others in a

| formal request for an investigation dut that I did not know who

) furnished the name to the Depariment of Justice and that it was,

i of course, not the FBI's responstbility to question formal reguests

through preper channels. ;

|
If approved, I will advise Mr. Stredblg that the Bureau
has no information to the efifect that the Secret Service haa been
. designated as the Agency to|conduct personnel investigationa of
: National Defense employees and suggest that he moke inquiry of

the Secret Service. _ /»@
| | ' | o ez =
L ok , - | Resp °.*f “nyfsomu BURFAU OF mvtsnwﬁr%
‘ aw ‘7ﬂ4( ‘ﬁﬂd&an«uﬁjk ’ C
|
| .
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Oﬁioe Memamndum 'UNITED smo ES GOVERNMENT

TO -+ For-the File - DATE: November 28, 1956
from ¢ Lo B.;"N_i'chg%@/ S - : : ,
ol g | . |

supjecr: EGTER \B. Heln

There are atta,ched hereto pages 276, 277

of "Thé ‘FBI Story, A Report to the People” by Don an ehead .
Whmh contam data ‘taken from Bureau‘ file: 68=60512. )

The mformatmn from the. f11e ‘was personally rewewed

" and declassified. by me prior to the .author's use of-it in the preparatmn
of the book. and' the clearance procedures followed in the book were
appr:oved by the: Attorney General by a.ppropriate notation on ‘the Bureau
memorandum of July 20, 1956, outhning procedures to be followed

(62-102693-90) The declagsified data has been underhned in Fed-on the -

) attached excerpts.

' For complete informatwn concerning: data declassified
-in. "The ¥FBI Story, " see 62-102603-35% .
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%Ihe»,EBL.was.frequenﬂy.,attackcd.formmakmg..mvestxgauons..mto ‘
ommunist activities and. at times for making loyalty checks at the .

)request of other agencies.
g In oné case, the story went the rounds in Washington that the FBIyJv

had been “caught” investigating Edith B. Helm, social secretary toef

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Malvina Thompson, Mrs. Roosevelt’s l

personal secretary. And it was added that Mrs. Roosevelt had taken

the FBI to task.’ o2
#* The facts in the case were that William H, McReynolds._Secretary. *; S
1 of the_Advisory Wuncﬂ of National Defense— "

O A e b AR

L I T s S nd.a White House secretary—sent a_letter to the Attorney, ¢ General.
on. July 11, 1940, sgz;g,fog,.a,_lqyalty_,chec};_on.scveral.pcrsons.
, Enclosing a list of names, McReynolds wrote:
Ww It is the President’s desire, and that of the Commission, that a careful |
check be made with respect to each individual involved, but particularly
those on the first section of the hst, for the purpose of making sure that
these.persons.are.dependable and justify, the trust placed_in, them.,.,,.,.

Three months later another list of fifteen names.was_sent over by
‘ McReynolds assistant with a written request that the FBI “institute_.
. ¢ { an investigation,” One of the names on the list_ was Edith B, Helm.
Smce the, request came from an office in the.White House, the_check
was.made,

When the news of the mvesngggg’n leaked ‘out, criticism was heaped
on the FBI. Hoover wrote to Major General Edwin M. Watson, the
President’s secretary, explaining how the inquiry had developed, and
he_sent a_similar letter to Mrs. Roosevelt. Mrs, Rooseveit replied that
she.was. surprised by the investigation of Mrs. Helm and that someone
had been making inquiries about the private affairs of Miss Thompson.
“This.type..of investigation seems to_me to smack too much of the
Gestapo methods,” Mrs, Roosevelt said, “[and] seems to_me to_show.
inefficiency on the part of the person who ordered it.”

te_Mrs. Roosevelt there had been no investigation of

Miss Thompson by the FBI and that the FBI had nothing to_dq with,
Mrs._Helm’s_name, being.on, the list received, {rom. the White House.,
He.agreed, the inyestigation of Mrs. Helm -indicated inefficiency, apon,
the part of the person who ordered it,” but said that the order had ® |
nwgmated with_the ‘FBI and the mves.,gauon..had_been.handled

in routine fashion.

\' Ihq_}:lqlm_m‘fﬁant nt was, only a_flurry, but it was a small warmng k"
’ i.thc_,djﬁcultles and_misunderstandings that would develop in the ;;.
'?g investigations of its employees during the Cold War that - {"

l_was to come. ‘j
W

E’xcerp-f; from pages 276, 277 of
n"phe FBI Story, 4 Report to the
People” by Don Whitehead
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FTANCARD PORM NG, 64

Oﬁice Mema?gﬂdum » UNITED STA’IQS GOVERNMENT

T0 : Mr, Nichols \6/ pATE: November 28, 1956

x}lom . M/f%ones
ya o

SUBJECT: Edith Helm ) -

There are attached excerpts concerning the above-
captioned. ‘case taken from "The FBI Story, A Report to the People, "
by Don Whitehead published by Random House, 1956. These excerpts
are from page(s) 276, 277 of the book.

The full text.of the book may be found. in the 'FBI Library.
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v The FBI was frequently attacked for making investigations into
\ Communist activities and at times for making loyalty checks at the
) request of other agencies. .

In one case, the story went the rounds in Washington that the FBI
had been “caught” investigating Edith B. Helm, social secretary to !
Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Malvina Thompson, Mrs. Roosevelt's |

i personal secretary. And it was added that Mrs. Roosevelt had taken l!

/)'the FBI to task.
{  The facts in the case were that William H. McRevnolds Serretary L~

!\: of the Advisory Commission to the Council of National Defense— |
<k‘ and a White House secretary—sent a letter to the Attorney General 'ﬂ:mﬂ
A on July 11, 1940, asking for a loyalty check on several persoms. |

Enclosing a list' of names, McReynolds wrote: *.

It is the President’s desire, and that of the Commission, that a careful
check be made with respect to each individual involved, but particularly
those on the first section of the list, for the purpose of making sure that
these persons are dependable and justify the trust placed in them . . .

Three months later another list of fifteen names was sent over by

McReynolds’ assistant with a written request that the FBI “institute
an investigation.” One' of the names on the list was Edith B. Helm.
Since the request came from an office in the White House, the check
{ was made.
When the news of the investigation leaked out, criticism was heaped
{ on the FBL. Hoover wrote to Major General Edwin M. Watson, the
President’s secretary, explaining how the inquiry had developed, and
| he sent a similar letter to Mrs. Roosevelt. Mrs. Roosevelt replied that
she was surprised by the investigation of Mrs. Helm and that someone
had been making inquiries about the private affairs of Miss Thompson.
“This type of investigation seems to me to smack too much of the
Gestapo methods,” Mrs. Roosevelt said, “[and} seems to me to show
inefficiency on the part of the person who ordered it.”

Hoover wrote Mrs. Roosevelt there had been no investigation of
Miss Thompson by the FBI and that the FBI had nothing to do with
Mrs. Helm’s name being on the list received from the White House,
| He agreed the investigation of Mrs. Helm “indicated inefficiency upon
' the part of the person who ordered it,” but said that the order had
f not originated with the FBI and the investigation had been handled
. in routine fashion,

{;. The Helm incident was only a flurry, but it was a small warning r*
J ¢ of the difficulties and misunderstandings that would develop in the b,
II » government’s investigations of its employees during the Cold War that {'
i was to come,

e
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Fxcerpts from pages 276, 277 of
"The FBI Story, A Report to the
People" by Don #Whitehead
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