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U.S. Department of Justice 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington. D.C 20535 

June 18, 2010 

FOIPA Request No .. 1146883- 000 
Subject: FILE NUMBER 62-HQ-60S12 

This is in response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request regarding the 
above-mentioned subject. 

The enclosed document (62-HQ-60S12) is being released to you in its entirety. 

This completes the processing of your FOIA request by the FBI. 

Very truly yours, 

Enclosure 

David M. Hardy 
Section Chief 
Record/Information 

Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 
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THE ~DVISORY CQMMISSION TO THE COUNCIL OF NhTIONAL DEFENSE 

Federal Reserve Building 

Washington,D. C. 

I 

., M~ •• J!, ;Edgar Hoover:, , Direct~r,.. 
'Bureau of Investigat.ion.;, 
Department of Justice', . 
Washington, D •. C. 

De~r Mr. Hoover: 

Oc~ober 29, 1940 

It 'would be appreciated if you would institute an investiga.tion 
of the ,following list of per annum employees of the Advisory Co~ssion 
to the Co~cil of'~ational Defense: 

OAyres, ..Ruth V( •. 
DUblin, -Mary 
Edelston, Shirley,H. 
Eiqredg e, Mark ' 
. Floyd, :·Jesse 
F~ankl:in; George'S., Jr.'· 
.~lbrai th,< J •. J.(. 
Gordon; Lelan~ J~ 
HarriS, Her1;>ert 

f.He"1m, Edith B. 
Hol~ander, Richard 

\ Ledvp. th, Elroy A. 
Lovell, Leander B. 
M9:gdoff, Harry 
Moor,e, Frank H. 

You'will £ind the .papers relating·to the above listed·employees 
in personnel files ~ocated in Room 226; Potomac Park Apartments, 21st. 
and C Sts., N. W •. If any further information is des~rcd please contact 
Mr.. L. B? Fulwiler; Room 203,·Potomac.Park Apartme~ts, pn~ne ~5050i 

. Ext. 236. . . 
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REOORDFlD & i.
r:r truly yo~rs, .... 

~EXED I . '. 
, I ft,J._ 6 ~ I ?- ~ I .' 

~ :A po""n " fnf, 'hI> 
\. serial declassified for 

"V 
' use In, "The FBI Story" . 

bJ' Don Wl]jtchcad. Bco 
(.~-'l>S:Z.:l .. .2&?tor dctalJs. 

s SID -. 

Siqney Sherwrflj ~'.tJ40 I Assistant Se re ry. ' . , . .; ~ 

§ ~. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION' 

'THIS CASE:OR'IGINATEC AT' FIL.E: NO. 77-2686 

lUI:P<?R'( Mt'ot; AT PAnt. WH~ MADE /tq'ORT MADE BY 

:,' , Wash:i.n;on, D. G I' Uja;/40 
. PERIOD FOR 

WHICH AXlU ] 
. -

11712/40, 1(. F. ~OOP...Ji. 

"-

- ~ ~ . 
CHARAcn:It Of/: CASI: 

6,eoi~1 In~~ir.r~A~v~so~y COC­
cission to t~Q Counoi1 of' 
.lia~1ona~ .Defon~e 

E!YNOPSJS.OF FACTS: 

:f)SfAILS: 

The f,:f:,le of' tho Adv~spry Gocis~ion to tlle 
CQUIloil of t:atlonal D~f'e~se, lia.shin.-;;ton, D. O~ 
revea!oq tbat .u1'IT!I B. lBllI was born Ootober Q, 

1374 in Riohrlond" new York} th!l.~ she ~ttended 
pri.vate sohool.. (nape UQt li~tod) undiis the wi,fa 
ot Rot¢ :A.dnrl..ral U .• $. NaV7 Jf,J£i:S ~l1RG~IJ, do­
Qeased~ also she has b~~n employ~~ in Wasbin~ton 
'as sQ~ial seoretary t9 t~e wives pt tWo. V .. S,. 
ptosideti~s. On OotQPer ~~ 1940 aho' wa.s appo~nted 
social aGo;ret,ro;-y, Y~te 1101180 Deta;t:t., Advisory 
C9l:t:li~sion to the COWl~:l.l of Jiational Dcfen3e. 
Her present ~ash~n~to~ addres~ is 2301 Connectiout 
A'VGnUG ~ ];,. 11. 

- '" ....; ....... - -::: .. p r • .. .. "...,. 
• w -...... .. , . .... 

...'", 
... -;--=c 
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Co ~;..;. ~ ~eau. letter :da.tBd NovBttber 5~ 1940, :t .,' '.-1 

\.~ ~ ;l....., .. ~) ..,. ~'.~ 

Tht) nane or torrs ... HDLM V/llS lis.~ed tUltOng'''fiWllorout? ~~heri· 
in a lette:!." !rotl kit. SID~~Y SICR:;OOD, Assistant -Secrot~Y", 

Advisory Oor.dission to tl1e CQUlloil of. l~at~Qnal Dor~;mse. date(i Ootober 
29, 1940 i,n wh:ioh J,!];o. SlCRriOOD requ~sts an inve~tt::to.t10n. ot these 
e~lolGe~., ~he Eur~au has 1nstructo~ tb~t these invGstiglltlon$ ~e­
qeiYc prompt and expeditiou~ attention an4 that they bo cDnduotod 
along tho linos ot dcpartoontsl ap?liq~t inve~t!eations, noting 



. ;. 

parti.cu~l:1 thQ :~iti~~.tlship, .l)o~s:t,1:>:te. r~eS+. ~endencie~ apd' 
~oraign Af~~+i~tion~J. and that t~e ~p'vestigation partic~r~ 
cstaoli~h the ex~ent Qf th~ omp~oreols loya1t~, patr~otism an~ 
int~g'~i ty. . 

,AT. Vl~~!flr~GT~X!!:. D.,:. 0 .• 

URS ... F.RM~C.BS GmiVB, 91: th~ Per::?o~o1 Qftictlj 
Adyis9~Y Co~ssion tb the-CoUncil ot U8t.;Qnal net~nse wi~h 
ot~~ce~ loca.ted ;in Ro~~ ?2'9. J?otf:?maq Par~ Apartm~n'bs·; ~ls~ and 
C st-reets, pro.duced tlie- 1:ile ~ela,tive to EOI'l'lf B. lP~. . 

1!his. tUe. ~ev~a.l~ -paat. ~s. RiiiJJ was ,~~3.S3Q. to 
~he late 3Jt.]!£$, '14, W,W; ~Q~ Ad¢:ral, fr,. &!,,:-l;avy 'vi4~ d~:e4 'C)9-tober . 
~a." ;t9?7i flp;-ther, :t~8::& Mr~ .• ImW YI,tJ,;:s b9r~ pC~c?D~r P; 1874 ;in ,~cQmoncl,. 
·If.elv; YQrk (:this toWn ~s. now'Im0\!n as lf~wYork C~tY'). ~ile, file ~hoit~· , .' 
her' J.ef$a.1 vo.ting reslden~e us Gray"VJ..l:IE!, .\j~to c.oUp.ty, It+irioi.~ .. 
Her 'pre:;'Je:ht y!a,=-,bittgton, De' C. ada.r~ss. is. ~3.Q1 QQ~~$f.t;t¢ut' ~.:~enu~.,-
No: W. Hel; etiuca1;idn. j,s. set, oy,t a~ 'be.ing 'that she attepdeA a .pr1yaiie, 
S~P901, nowever.f n~'hame is ~iven tot tht$pr~vat~ sch901! ~t,wil1 
be ne'cE1;Jsary t¢>' d~terzni.n.e f'r9tl' oth~:r s01l1"pes, her eduqa't1on~l rec;ord. 

'»p,~ fi;Le +:i:si;s· .f:1?:s i, ~~t S employment ~ ~oi1ows':' 

Oct.obe~· 1915 thr.qu~Q Apfil 19~Q, sh~.na$ 
eap1oy:ed at :Q~e lih1't~: Hou;;~ 1 $a~hl:n~on,. 
D,! C., .at a s~~ o~ ~lSOO~o ~2,.OOO as ~ 
~ll?lrk (sQCial sec:reta.rj to .Mrs.. WOODROW 
W:tLSON) 

l!p.v.~mlja.r ;t93~' ~1U-01}.gh jul.f 1940 w~ ~r,;u>~oyed 
ip th~ ~~~cut;t;.v~ Qt,Uoo Q~ t.l).,o- ppe~5'~aent. qt tl1.e 
United .States s:t the, .Wnit~ Hou~~ ·0.p.fieo -a-:t;, ;&. ,,' 
.iiaiary: o~ ~z.~~60· to $2.,600 A~' s.e~r~~a:rY:-st~*~g;~pb~r· 
(:/!JPci~l s~cr~i!~Y ·to Ali'~ e F~!q',n' ·P:G~l9 .tiOQS~VEL'J."); 
fur~h~r ,that t~8 PQ~it:i:on. tlrs. WLtL hel<t, ·r~CJ..~re~. 
planning and m~n~ ar~~gemertts tor ~9cial.fUnc~~o~s 
at th~ \~te ~ou~C\J ;Pl;'~pgri~g <?prr~spond~pce BIld. 
nieIll6tapq~ for M;l:'s. ~OQS~~L~ and geper.a.1l1s.s:i:~~n.ts 
,~ong eD.t~t~~er.i~ l~nes. J , 

-.2- I 
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Th.6 t~~~ £urtp.~r re£~ects that ~~t~,ct,;v,e Octopet· 
~, ~940 WIO B. }fpLM 'was a.ppointed Oy 1!he Advisory Qom.t:lil3sion 

, to :the Coun9il pf lIatt.onal D~f4ilnse,. Uashington'J< D ... C~ ~9 1:.4'0 
pos;tion of· $<?cial. $"c~~tary ~ mute House l}~talJ., Washi~t;;on, 
~h C. at a salary,- ot: ~2600. :t"t i,s t~ bE) 119.teQ; tliat ,sfl!.:) ~ ~ 
~~~sferr.ed to ~ei" pvesent l'ositiop. t'rC?t1 the F.e4eral '\"larks :Agenoy, , 
Public Works Administration.· ~be. transfer was· effeptive Cct6~er 'i,: ~94Q.., ~1H,t~· ~ha~ org~~a.:~i091 1ihe_~e4~~a1 T1.o~ks ~not,. ,!?h~ 
l1~d been employed ~t ·t,l1e ylq:tt~" Hputl,e ~et.ail in the .f?~e posi t~OJl 
~s. ~h~ ~ow ~olds under ~b$ Advi~o.r~ Comm1s$ion ~o th~ Qp~oil of' 
na~~ona:t ,p~tense • 

.on Oc'!#o'Qer, 2,; 1940, Mrs,! HB~t! .waG giv.eJ? the oath of 
of't~cie ~Q her p~esen~ PQsition.~t which time s~e s~a~ed t~t, ~be 
is: nQt 8:. ll1emqe~ 9,t' 'the qo~st- ;P,artYI G~r'.man bund, o~ any J'-'itQel" 
cori!ouniat.; ~a,ziqr l'.ers9~~t, o;rg~zat~on" an.d. th:a~sAe. is ·not. a· 
lIlember· 'of ~ poH..'t:l~~ ·par·~y OD- 'qrg8Xli~~tio~ wh:\,q};l a~ e~gaged' in 
.th~! ·ovei'throw ' of the Cansti tutiolUll . 'term of ',Goverimie.flt of' ,the 
Unite~ states.' . . ., " " '. '.' ., 

• *, , ••• 

. ' 'r:l].~ ~il6. 40es· h9t reflegt- the n~es :9£ any a-e£Qrences 
giY~n -by t4t"~. lIEU!: .~d it wi~~ b~ .ne.ce~~8.l7 :Cor ·1;he. discretioll 9£ 
~hf# ~g~nt to b~ ~~ed. in '.f;Iat.4ilr¢ning wllo Tl~U be questiop.~4· .as he.r 
~~fe~et1~,es!" ' 

Und:~v,:lopt3d Le~d~: 

THE SPRINGFlElID 'Fr.UoD, DIVISiON' 
t • ' ~,,~, ' 

AT GRAYVIt'IiJ. ,ILLINOIS" v4il at \ihl: t~ ·r;,Q~tY' t 
'C9~~uct ~appropri~t~ ~eighborhood +nvesti8atto~ 
maIQ.p.g· 1;11,0. ·appr~pri~tf3 cre~it: ',and c;rim;f,p.a:1 re.c9rd -, 
~~qll4,r;~~,. .~t· ~a to p~. '!I~~El'd :tha~·r.w):!. JIB$ gi-y.e.s 
-ttrl;~ tQWg. ·4s heli :J.eg~ .v9~'ng' .#esi4eI)cEh Yar1;;~~u¥ar 
s;t.ress' :f?hpuld; .pe placed :h~, 4evel:op'ii}.$ "Pb.~ .p~1irioti·s1!1, ' 
l.oy~tt and d.ntegr;l.ty'1)£ Urp. '~Ul. 

~HB .. WASHIlrGTOfl, FIELD, OWICE. 
B' _., ' ~ " • t . 

AT WASHINGTOL:, 11 i ,0. :ni.lt at tI;t$ .Feder~ Wor}c~ Ag~h~:r, 
:PUbl:U: l1arks Adini~i,~tl:a.t1~~~ 4~te~n~' ~h.e ,~pp!pp~ift~ 
l'e.~~6.n" ~d .co~duo:lt. an ~n~ervl:ew- as 1;Q Mr~. ~W1~ 

,I 
" 
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e~ployment with. tha.t a.goncy:. It 1'8 to hti' noted ft 

. that ~.he was empl;oyed there trom lioveober 193' / . 
thro~gb, July 1:940".. \1.13:1 ende~voX' to ~ce.r'tain V 
·the .J..n~titution 'w4er~ ~s. 1IEIJ,1 r.eceivea ber 
education~ training and ~et o~~ appropriate . 
leads •. 

Will, i£de~l:led: advisable, a~ tAe flhite .Ho~se 
:Personn~l Office ~ veritl tA~ employment r~~or.d I 
0;' lfr~i( HEt:M, .trom Oct9b~;r 19l5 to, .April ;t920~, 
and £:rom Novotnber 1933 throueh July- 1940 a~ V 
s,oc~al, ~~c~etarl" fOr the rir~1i melit;1,oned d~~e 

, ~o. MrS.. i100J;>R0i1 TIlLSOn, and, to Mrs ~ i'RA'N~IN 
D~LANO ROOSEV~LT foX'· th~ l~s~ ~e~tioned da.te~ 

Will ~ndeav.9r to. 'a,sc'ertM:n 'JIbe n~es. ot' pe;":3ons ~ 
'tna.t migQ..t know- 'Mrs ~ 'm;J.M ~n' 6~er tha.'G tJi~Y' miaht. . 
be in~~rviewed ~~ ret'erenqe~~ 

At ~3Ql Connecti:cut ..AvQn~e, N., y(. idl:;t 'conduct ,I 
appropr~ate neigh9Q~hQod i~v~stig4tion" ~d anvelop' 

.. ~i}format:l:Qn ~s to l,l~r J?a~r!'Oti:;lJ}l, 19;18.11;1 and gen~l."al 
. :i:'Q.~,egrit:tr aild. \'dll also:nf8.ke credi.'t and p91.~c~ 
,il}<l'Uij;ie$. "V. . 
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X c!=:o;l:r4t t~ ~ .t"~t.~ ~!Qrc:=~e. 't.o ~ 
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--t;»d.al: AcCl~ 3D ~~. 
C~:;t.lCl4, n'lice1cr . 

f..cf. t~ttj n.ct~""WJ t,oe14+, lr.;u1r.;' ... 
~ Adv1tm'1,' ~c.D1c:1 to t."xt 

Ca'.:ncU. ct r.~tlc..~ !ic.1'c~:JC" 

tet~ 1rJ.~ to t!to .rc~ ,ct C~e1Al Ac~ 
n .. F •. 900rcr" ~tOd· r.o~ l.S, lS40~ b.t.l;l=~" D. Co., 
.::C~in lI:¥.!cmo4XXIlca.c!:r.c.rP liet. l'crt!l tC':" thO 1nv~~t1..r:1t1'ft) 
o.tte:1t:1ca cf: fC~ Dl'V.!.D1c:1. 

I~ 10- de:ili:'od tt.1o: 1r.vo~ct1o:t. bo cCQlfto.,c::l 
:tr1~~t. t\:rt~r eol.a;; __ ~ A r.o)Crt~Uld be c::t:1ttqd to­
t'!lo ttrc::.u.ld.tMn tho :!~ta .tuturo •. 

\"~ tr~ ~·ourtJ, 

.' 
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o 
FED'ERAL BUREAU OF FINVESTIGATfO'N ... .., -- .. - , ~.. . 

FILE. NO. r17-8S 

Rp>QRT MADE: AT '~ATE WHEN MADJt 

~ ,Spr;1ngfield~ Illinois· K. 'G. ll..AlNOR 

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

:...) 

I • 

S~CIAL INQumy - Ad14~o~ 
Commission to the. Council of 
National..I1etense. 

i , lOr. .'$ 01 !!#! __ T _ t _ .. 2 i _. _ ,. 

NQ~l!;ng is kIlOllD. ,at GrayVi'lle.,I I~o1s CoDQerning m;tbj~c~ 
prior to bel' marriage to, Re~ Admir.{11 JAUES It. HEnt mb. 
was r~ar~d at Grayville" Ill1nois. and .bad. consi,:ierable r.e81 
estate. ther~ when' be died in. lrj'j7. lfrs~ HEm:is knoWn to . 
ali. the ~bit8nts 'a~ Gr~l1.e,1 Illinois due to tbe 'fact· 
~hav fJbe spends. part of, ,~c1+- summer' the~.e 8lld'is nOl'1 perhai?s 
-thE: larg,est land o:wner in. tbe county-" whicb ~9- she. cam~ 
in ·i>9sSe$~'ion o~ throUgh tl:l~ deat:h of her h\l8band. .She. 'i!jJ 
88i9-. to. be ~he g.aughter .0:( 'Rear Admir.al .BEN~., lJ'. ·S ~- N~vY:I 
:and. believed to have beet) born in N817' York state.. She ' 

, iIilpresf!es ,aqquidJit¢9~S as 'be:t~g- 'rreli educated", .. is h1g~ 
:r~l?pE1Qted" .. ~s no o~~al record and S09d, ereq:Lt ,~at.ing.· 
,An Q1'l ,(ield '~8 be:1ilg, o~lJ.ed up on, her larid l'!h1ch ~ll ' 

. d9:ub~loSs. ~~ ~er Wf}al,tb¥. He:r;- patriotism ~s vouQh~d t'or 
,by a~~ ~ti~s int~~wed • 

..:. RUe- .,... 

~eport of.,' Spec:!:~l ~geIit. ]t .• F.. C.OO$" W~hingtOn".:j). C., 
~ted~1-~~40., . 

AT'''GRAYVILIE, 1:LIalmIS: 
. . ,~ .. 

;Inte:l,"vieW was ~d :m..th. ~qstma~ter PAUL rmLIS. ivh9 1J.tated that 
he knOws Mr~. EDI'lH. B. lJEIM but taas pe.v~r l;.lad.:t;ne Opport\ll'1i:'tyI 
to become well acquaii?te~ 'Wi ~h. her ancl;~s ¢t~ .bad q~sual -
convers~t.i~s with ber; t~t_ it 1s mOWl'l,. she. c,l.a1mS, ~~ '}lav.e . 
been porb in New York Stat~J 1;baii, ~he' ~e~m~ tQ. be: wel;!.. ecl,ucated 
and bigb~ c~lt.ured; that ~t is known .slie was the &illgh,ter o~ 
Rear AdmirallT. 8. lJavy" ~" 811d that she, waspr.~cticall;t 
.r~iS(Jd 'in ~he u. s. tiav;' that ,rumor ~s it tha~, her .fatber apd 

, " 
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Rear AdrtW.<'al J,A'MES'U .. }tEm" whom. ~he ~ter married;" were good :[r~endfl 
and se~d. in the N~V togethel" whioh aocount~, for per gett1p"g aCqUa1JLted' 
'With per hUsband ~ ~he ~ir8t plaqe; that 1.t :$.s alai:? ·known in 'Grayville" 
:Illinois that *,"s. HED.J was Soc;te.l Secr~tary 1;0 tlio ~econd ·ks. WOODROW' 
lYIISOtl and is OC~'qpyingi the Same position for- Mrs. FRANKlinl DELANO, ROOS$VEL~. 

?ostmaster WELlS .further stated that Rear Admiral JAlJES 1r. lfEl.M 
~s born and reared at GJ:qV11le" I~Unoisj, thai Upori gra~1l:8tioD :from high 
~chool. he obtained an aw.ointlnellt tQ ~poli~. and thereafter ~ont~ueQ. i'n 
the 'service 01; the U.S. Navy' Ullti;L 11~ was ~et:1.redJ that he saved hie money 
white. in the serv!c~ of i;he Nav.r ~d in~sted fl. iQ., r:f.ver 1J9ttom. land . 
a~oining Grayville.". Illinois and: had his, brother·,,:1. J; 'BEn.t" look ,af.ter 
this ~d. until they had 801:e. s'oJ:"t of' disag1:e'ernent; that 1!hi~. brot1;l~ ,"s 
still .living ang is n9W on old age assistance; that llear' AdJ:lh!a1.liEIil 
.tIarried the subject when he was 66 years 0-14 and the f;Lrst ~1me subject 
was ever in Gr~lle) lUinois 'W~u when broughv ther..e by. her husband 
shor1i~ after their ~ria~e; ·that they- .did. not liv.o ~ Oray:v;i.lle·1 :plini)is 
but· did' spend part of e.ach ~er there 1Qo~ing aft,er .J'es:~ Ers.tate. ~ter..es.ts,; 
that wh'eIl' Jl:r. HEll! diet! he ~s· not \lro~t, b~ck' to. 9rw,vil+e1. Illino~s . ..foj' 
ltur~1: ·but. waf{ ~~~d in J.rl;l1lgtoir cCt:letery: in Wash1ngtQn;l n. .0.., ;. tluf.t ~~1no" 
~s det\th J.Uos. BEl;M ca~ into possess~on ~f a1:1. tUe' real. ~8tate,' lett bY 
he~ husballd and s.h.e c.on~:hlues to COlle to '"G;:8yv£J+e I I·l.lill0is .6pce. eaell 
year j, .u8ual~ 'during. the< 81lJi:Imer time" and -spends' about tbree months there. 

lie ;fUrther ~t~~ed that since hE}r- husband' s 9.eiit~ ~h" P1l1"cbase(i 
~ nice re.s'1d~ce ~ ·~ayvil.le :whtch ahe li:ve~ :In, d"*ing llor ·vis:!. ta .. ~~ whioh 
~s· '109kedaf'ter bi her .far$ supeJ;tit\tend~~" ,Mr. w •. lie lM~Tl'E; t~at be 
ha'S also. peen 'WO~IJlE1d· that Rom:' Admir~}IE~ .a~.o 9't'lt\cd SOJ:1e real!. e~'f~ate 
ttl the state ot' 'tennessee. and. ne knows ~hat. ¥rs .. H;EDJ: genera~ go~s to 
Tenneas~a for a part of each yfJar.. '. , 

PQs:t~st~ ~ ~the;,' stated that tb.o· peopl~ of' Grqy1lle.. 
look uPQn M:rs", HED! as a benefactor as she has lti,red a nur,.sa. an~ pays 
her reguli:¢~ and that the duties. 0'£ thi~ nurse.. are ~I) atte~d any p~son 
~ ~l;e. qi V ot GrayY1..1le TI~O is si9~ and. 1in~b'le, to lU%e.. a. ~)l1".8~J.. that 
~he bi.re.d this n~Be ·JllQI'e. than. five :ye~s. 8g0' 'and: 'lu~s indica.ted..tha~ sl1e 
con:templa~os contin\ling this service ~s 1o~8.' lila. s}1e ~~GsJ 'tbat the- n~8e 
Grq>lOyed W l1er ,*s,14-s. ALVJN GR9FF ~nd ~~. GR~ ~ece~ves ~ per,sorl~'l 
cbeck !rom JA'rS •. JJEIi! .each montl} :in the atiount of $).00.00 ·wbQ.tlle~ a:ny 
Per,~,' called upon her or hot. . 

PQstmaater WELtS· a1sQ stated tba.t. the real ·estat~ OYihed 'by 
~s ... HEn! consia,:ts, ,of ljoQo acres of +<ivot 'bpttoJZ1 land wbich. -is., 'Very 
proc.uotive; that oi-;L has beell ct:lrscove~ed. ~ this land ~d alreJidt thel:e 
.8l"e ,~1X. prQ~lJ,c:1ng oi~ wel~ on ~mne 'With a dai'tr prod~cti~. of _2~O bar~elS 
each- anq tl$t ~ otlier wells. are in process -Of be~g .dril:l.Qd .on b.8J;" land. 

Postmast~ 'WEL!S sta.teC; that Yr.s. HEDJ" is. very common in her 
tastes when a1l Gr~l.l.e, I;J.'11.poiEt bu1; t~1I sbe Usua1.~ entel,"ta,ins. the 
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ladies ()f Gr~l1:e at least once dUrPlg' e~ch visit and ,hall! ,stated 
tha~ ",hen· she ret~es she ~tend.s ~o coce to .~a.yVille ,and live; 'that 
w11;:Ie she was o~d when ~.ried to Ur •. 'HEm ,sl1eappears tq be 'vow much· 
.at.tac~d to l}iln. ~d 'has ta~ed of ~rectw ,a m.onument to nis memory 
a1; Grayv11~e~ 111:1no1s; that her character # reputaticnl patriotism: ,and 
credit rating at Grayvi~le,· lllmo;'g ~e pSlr eXceUbnt; tOOt~. N. V. 
Ssu,1 ~ditol,'" o~ the localllewsp~per, and l.U~ wife are pUhaps more 
intiI!late~ acquaipted with ll:r8~ ·HED!' than. abyone else in Grayville" 
Ill1noi~ ~~ ,they live neal" the ~olile she bought and. lU!.vo v:i.,s1.ted w1.~b 
her in l'faBldng~on" }J. o. 

Int~e)f was had irl th, ~. K. V., SEAL.,.Ed~tQr -'9£ the. l!'ei-cury 
I~d~p~ndent,.1Jho Btat~d that 'he Jr{:\s'lfell !lcquainted ld:th- era,. EDI'lH"B,. 
HEU!; that his. acquainta*ce :with her -start~d wl1en alte ~ed,. ~ear 
Adniir~;t JAMES 14. HEIM, ,.,ho wa~ :r~ar.ed.. a.t 'Gray:vil~~, Il~ois,;, that the 
Admiral did not marry' imt'Ll he. was, .OJ years or age ~ which is the present 
ilge ot Mrs. HElM; 'that, be knOWSMrB~ ~IU :l:-s, well.~ducateci. ~t h~ does, 
not KnOW', w~~re she ;,~ooived h~r education; tba~ be anq hi.s i'f;Lfe havQ 
~~ited often ~ ,subject~'~ho~e dur.;ng ~he' short. time ahe spends in 
Gr~mlle' each ~ar' and t~ey ,~v.e al.~o, ,l?eon ~nii~~~ined in her h9D19 ~ 
Wasbipg1ipn." D. O. a DUJ;Ilber of times:. 'ndli 'h~e is $he same a~tment 
itt :w~oh sbe ,and the Rear Admiral. ~ved -d~iJ;ltr his: ~atitte e:nd ~~. loc~t~d' 
-at 23~O Corinec~iout Avenue'l Jt. Yf~; t~t ho hal;! hac¢,d her spe~ o~ :being 
sodal secre~ to Mra. WOODROW WILSON and of aCQomp~g ~es1dent 
'and l4'~. 'WILSO~~ ~o l'ari;s dur~g the Peace ,confe~~nc~j that he has he~d 
her speak 6f' vi~ttmg in ~ n~ber' ot fore!@.l. QQ1l1ltries 8l1d t~t, he knows 
~l}e. speaks' Fr~nQJT :t,luent:q; th~t ,b~r chara~:ter" reputation.1 . patriotiatl 
and credit l:ating :8J,'~ all e,cc.el).~p.t; that her' fath~ as ~11 as her' 
.husb~d Wel4~ Rear A~als .1h, -~he V. S.~ N~Vl that a~'~' r~SUl.t. of .he~ 
~r~ge to Rear ~~al, JiEil! she inher;Lt~~ ~li bis .rea.l est.~te .a~d; ,othf)~ 
~operty which .re~l esta ~ consists ot J.."OOQ acres ot 'r~ver bot~on lan.d' 
on 'Which .oi1 has .recent~ been diBOOVerf)~ and- :Lt. i.s· CQIlservatively ,~st1ma.ted 
th~~~1 wil~ be ~t .le'ast two" hundre.d oil wells on her ,land 'Yr.l. thin the next 
YE!,ar ~s -:Lt appe~s. <;.~'f;ain that .oil. wi:q. be' !o~d 'under- ~l.l. her land; that, 
~~9- 1l0Vl'·J$J. ~b; FOQuc~g q~l wells # av.erDgilig. ~S<? ~re~ da~ ,es<?h ~d 
as i:lany 'ss 1if~ oth~r w~l~s ~~ be~g ~.111:~d ~d to' d?-te ,no ,drY bole. baI!;J 
9.eijri 8~~, ~ her ~d; th~t" :a~l 1!,h!3, peopl~ o~ 'Gr~~~le 'have gre;,.t, re~p'ec1; 
t~r 14~8~ HEW: l:ijld wil~ bear lfitpess to: :her'~Y" ~:t13rliIig q~li.t:J.e13 .. _ 

'lbe' ;tollO\T.lng Qth~ -re~efleIitat1Ve citi. ens were. :Lnt~,V:t-EiTred:. 
'7. 

Hugh Co.ulter" Ch;et of P~i~~~ 
c. tl~l ,HugboB~ Cash:!er of the. 2eople.s. natiQn~ l3ank., 
'!3r~nt. Bro~t~r 'I ~~sident of the Pe9ples, National BSnl{". 
F\'arik B~, Pre~ildent 'ot th~ Fa.r~ers .llatl.o~al ~bk, 
GeQrge 'F. B,O"I91Wl, Cas.l!ierof. the Jr.arm~.s Nat:J"pnal lmik", 
W'. L. Sldes~ lteti.red ~':l:n~~s ~J . 

Olaude, O. Ellis" Attorney:, 
George ~~gley", J\t1!prney, an,d ., 
H. L.·ReyrioldB~ who 1.00~B after oil ~t~ros.tB of J~.s .• Hl:i.ltt. 
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" A~l o~· the above parties g~v:e tJ!.o· "ame generq,l,. ~~o~tiOn 
as ~i~ ;P9B1hna,s~er ~~ ~rid· Ui:.. N. v,.; ~!~ey did no.~ Imow Tdlere· 
'~s, iiEIM. r~c~~ved he~ edppp.t10ll. ,~t ~tate<J: 'she, etljo,y~ the :eSteem 
l)~ ·a;p. the c~;~~iJ ot 9r~;rl~1 l;J.l.inoisJ 'that her, .ch~r~qter and 
r~put~~ion ~e ~cel~ent .and that they knOw her patriotism' is 
~question,ab~e. 

~. C •. :~~ JlUGHES" Cashier of '{;be Peoples .N,atiopal ~pk~ . 
si;ated that ~s~ ,HEW yo~unta;-ily sul;lscribed for $1.,,000 ..... '0 yrorth 01; 
.stock ~ his, Dank wbtm, i;ha't ~ ·was rQQrganiSed: 8.£ter 1fhe ~ 
holiday: ill 193.~; :t~t ~he., .~e~p.s, ,a ~+.L o!Ieck~g~c6Q~t m.' t~~ 
~ 'Qut 4Q8,S ~er ''banJq.ng 1:JUs:1ne8~, with. the': ·W~f:JlQ..n$.ton. TrUSt. C9n)pany. 
at. Wa~li~gtopl ,fl •. C. 
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j{~h ~ej.et~cp. ~o' Y~~r ~piephpn10 tnqq1ru' OJ 
Yr. ar.<l7:U::, l.Ct.B:t n1gh~ ,arid cor,..rfm~ng 1nj'or'QJjl;1iJ'on .. /U:rn1Bh(l~ 
to· yo.is. by ld73~ lI~u 'al"'O' advi4b~ t~t;, ~he.. BU,..oilu~ 'hci:l b.~en 
conduc:iilng' tin. irHiti~'tt'g(J1rl'on .01 &.cl*~h D. J:.(Jlr:u U1fdp~ 
date oj O~tober a9~ 1940$ Ur.Sidneu Shar~oo~# 4Bs1~t~nv 

- Sear!Jtdry 0/ tho, Adl1.,'itJ.oT.'1{ (]t?~(~D:i.qn :t:o ~he, Couno1;:( of. 
J(at-ton~l J)ojcnsf:1.r tiy 1e,1;7I;01' rf!Ql¥9l1:td<L. ~hl1' ,Qure(1,u 'ta . 
. opndfi~t 1~V9B_t"da.-t~i?no 0;(' ct, :,,~nbo)<'l 0./ pi;:r~ons dI!l8Cr~ ... bed 
lUI! "per qnnutl, bmplQu.d9D ,oj -the Adv,£:;pry ;qoJ:tm~q81dn. to. . 
't!1ia JJoun Q"lI 0./' . .].;C!> .. Jf"pn~l, :rJi!len~t1f<.'t. 'J.'h? nqqc' JOj' &4-1,1;4 D., ~ 
1!aln WU~~ in91uaqd, -tn- ."'f:1J,ri l"{'s1; 0-1 perao''/'Io- 'to' ,be {.p.vca:t-l­
:;a.~¢d. ,As,·a r08111~ tjJ th 1" r(Jqua'D1;~. :bh'q ./Juraau has' l?een· 
aonduot$n!i, ·un 1.nl)dst;~!J."ti:'on. oj! '&<1.1.'1;11 11. 1;01,13'0 reputa.1i'~Qn~ 
bilc1r:crozsn41 guci~(tlca'tf'ont;; ,ahd ,c:Cper:s.enoe ,~md c::oPl'cs· iTJ' 
the TepOr·tit pi-.sparod tie.re; B"b~·t'tted 1;p Dr. Shprt'o~G"" In 
'qlqr;, d-:t :the ;'InB1;t1J~~'lqno l!!ldith you. l~Buc.d', 1;0 lIr,!t ~ar.n. 
1;ldIJ, tnlliJst~!iq.jtton_ has- ,l}.ee~ d'£,,¢o.nt1nu.e4~ .. 

. . 
, i1.ttr~tig 't1J.t/ -oO~~B.~ fI/" ih(/' inql.dr1e~ opnduc't'od; 

"t1:c Jrij)(Js't~ga.tf,dO :Agen.:t: '~sdortq~ned bon. -tria ,.,cords· .9J" 
'ike- J'.cr9Q)inirl' ().fJ;f.90 :oj th~ Adrii~tf:r.1/. CoJ;tt&j:iaton 'to t.ho:: 
CoV:nci-7-. oj' ]{a~Jt;J~cd D~jen8e ~1iat; Ed'l,1;h B. £01=', 'hr c.q:rr.te4 r:, 
C?1I. ,*"e 1."01),8 '0:/ i;hp~ organi~atio~. t:,.£t4 1;.46 '-I;f,tle,. S0c.ial· : .. 
l1ao1!fJ.~arJls· fTh:/'-te' 1{q.UiJi1. 'Detq~~., . .~ 

-:: .' ,,- .­.... 
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January 22" 1941 

MEJJORANDUli FOR 'fRE DIREO'I'O/ 
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6: 1 0 I l,g JtoIGt.. .;.;. . 
. ~.~ ..... NJMI..., .......... ... __ ......... 

. . 
Soli'citor General Bidd:j.e calle.d stating he hQ-d . 

reqeiv~d injorma$ion jrom Mrs. Helm" the pri~ate secretary of 
111'8. 1!oosevelt". that; she was being iT4vl}stj..gated by the nJI at 
(J.rayv7,ll,e" Ill,inois" (£nd that }irs; Helm had bee.n. i'njormeii oj 
1;~i{1 jact by J(olan B. Seil" an editor Of a: newspaper at: that 
po int. ~ told' the Sol ici:lipr General :X woul:d inq.uire whether 
we had in jac~ conducted any inv~s~igaiion oj Mrs. Helm and 
ea.ll him back. __ 

I called Springfield' tQ-lking' with ~AO ThQrn~on who 
advi,sed we did in' jar;t conduct a eharaet~r i-nv€!s·t;·igation. oj 
Edtth' B. ,Helm at (}rayvtJ.le and that JJ.rs. Helm had been 
inves.tigated as it ~peet·al. appllcant. -

Thereq/*er the'~les Secplon ~ocated:9ne serial oj 
til,e :£nvest.tpation .at Springjteld, an~ 1; cal·led Mr. Bid~le 
ailvt~ ing him ,an .~nqui ry .hdd been made at· Qrayvi1.;L·e iDto lirs. 
He17Jl,!s b~ckground'"'' r~putation. a~d patr.i·o~ism a"f1 the req!Lest oj 
S.idney Sherwood" B.ec.retary to 1;he AClvisQry qomm .. ~ss.ion oj the 
Coimci'1: oj lIatipnal Dej.ens,e. T~.e Sol icitor Gene.ral seemed a 
bi.t 'Lfpset at th~'s and inquiredwh'1t:her we ~nvestigated everyone 
'cimcerniTig 'l1?hom a requ~stwas mad~ by Sherwood. I told ht . 
did in view oj the jact that Mr .. , Shf!rwo,Qd ''tIL~e as", 7,13 a~ ;,"/;9 )'/"l--5' 
W'ilaiam Mclleynpld,s,; t:he Adm~n~strattve~8t"Mn't to t 'l)J..I::)eJ' _ 
,fres ident. I a(ivis~d him ba.gkgrouna an:a char.agter i ~k~Emt"lJ.JJ'F1NVESi1G: 
are condue.ted at the request oj lir. Sht;rwood i,n thqs ""'cO:ses . 
w(1,ere a p~rsqn 'rs~already emp'~oyed 'or about :to be em l'6'~d #tN '85 19.~ 1 
the National J)ejense 09mm}ssipn an~ there i.~ no pre.v o'us . .' 
i,fJlo rma-¥.~on :av.atla~le ,~on,c({r~j,ni! t~etr ~ackgroun~! r.. pi'4;®f).E~:rMENT ~,JUSl 
and patr-"o'fasm~ I adv7,sed h-"m we.' had conducted 1-nve "t'tgai.h.on~ :...tb0 
into the backgrounds oj .such pers,ons' as }Jr. Knudsen" YI. fl. Kn.'i,· )'1f" 
l!r. S:tettenius" etc. and 1n jac"/; i't; was consi,dered .a· , " 
'tlJ,an anYllhi,ng else '7;0 be investigated .jor. ,th:i.s purpose. lir. : "J 
.B'iddl'e aflreed and. remarked 'that in view oj th.e tnvestigat'ton's ,. ~\. ~~ . 
having -been requested by a member oj the l1htte' House secretariat '. 
tt was the same' as havi1J.g been re9uested b~ t;hi! President .• 

Ho.wever:" Nr. Btdd'le r.equested that any .further 
inllestigatio1i be. dt~cont~nued unti'l he ha.d a chance tQ' .ta1k with ~.x. 
me ~omorrow and requested I bring t~e Sprin9jtel~ report with me_ 
t~~~{{i5fuJf the mor~t~g. I said l would do this and read a d 

aerial. decI~ied lot ~ ..".~ _ . ~ ~ 
·tJ$e in "T-he FIiI SootY)' 'OOJ1lES 'J>..EI!' r~ .' }.) . ,.2 -'o.ffIt.~~'j!}~~~e:·tn~}';: 68 OaT 29-. l. ~ I 'V'.s -"hI 
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him the synopsis oj the Springjield report which was lavoraqle. 
Alter this he said it W9uld be unnecessary jor him to see ~~e 
report and appeared satisli~d. 

6:35 PJl 

I called,SAg Hottel .01 th~ Washington ~eld instructing 
that he as- the -.olli'ce 01 origin have discontinued any ,further 
investigation i'n tp,is case lor the present at ;Least. 

' .. 
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Oil the e'uaning .oJ' Janu~rll' ?a~. 1941,. S,,;r. 1'0,&1;01" 
·Genet:::!, IJf.dille bll t(11~p1:0nCf inqu~rt;(f oj' Jlr. Tar~ :;,hetli~"" 
t~e Durep~ ta~ bccnc.~nduojtnu any 1n~e~i~ga~o.n· OJ . 
f'dith. [J. CellS,. o(1cr.e~.a"'l1t" l!rs4i I:d.curr.tvp1..t., 1!r~, 1JJddlo 
DaB BubBe~4&n~lu in/Qr,Acd ~r.at the £Uroau ~a8 ·co~du~tin9 
an JhUODtiOGiion oj £di*h D. r.cl~ as a rqou2~o~ a 
't1r-£:f;1;cn request addrdaaed. t9' thQ' Duro"u ~ndar' d~te' oj 
.Co.tober' :Jf)4, lfldO 'b1/ ltf'l,ilj( flt,dne1J She.rt1Qod" A~l4ista~1; 
.oqcrtj1;aru QJ' 1;hc Adv;&lJory COJ:p:1tss"lorr 'to> 1;1:'e t;ouncil ·o/' 
National Dejonse. In ht~ le.tta~ ~f Oc~obcr 29, ~40~ 
J!r. f1ha.""tJ.o~ .$a1; IDrtll 1;!;c nclT.1CS' ·of a llUtlbar a.t people' 
tnclUd~nd $hat. of zi1.'&'th 1). !:cli:J" rcgues'f;c~ 1iuJ~Bt'JGa-t"ollB 
01 tlJcn,; ,and ddDor.lbed "J;llcce people. ac "per ~nnutl 
eC'jJloYtJea oj' other Acl.vtaol"U aon:l'&8Dion "'/;0 "j4hq· ·CoU'(lci~ 0..1 
J:at'&o7J.ol ];Ojr.{1fS(hr.,r= 110. inJorJ" .. a .. t;10~, ·~aD .fUr.n~8hed ,by 
)Jr. phoreood. t'11rfc1i. "opld 'tcn~ 'to ia;nti't..f1I J!ra. I;eln and 
·(1,cco7"df.ncly, ·an. ~ntU18t1ga"t~D.~ 0.1 her bdc"uround" .' 
quclt/(cations, :ond" :o:::pcr,.tmoc: e,CSD ~hf"t'lated :In 1;l;c aGile 
t!anner as: /lin'l!ar- 11HJe:rt!cq.t.ion8 hav'O bea.n· ca,rrted: QUV • 
oj s~t1eral hundred persons ttJhol'-e· na,t:CB ",er.a ftJ,ril:Es'l;l1C! .~.r 
by J..."1-.. 11r..ert=ood q.var·~ .:pl!rjod oJ' sone t;Jon1;h~h OJ colit3.~.7:- ;::. 
GS t1:Cf :repo.rts 1Dcra prepared in tnis C~'l1e tJ:ev '.t1(!re. -:' ... -. 
-tra.n~'&1jite;t to }.ft. Sha.rt:ood:. ~ "'. 

. " . A~ .11 rell.ul~ t1,f -the 'l'iJs1;rUC't~on8 f,s(Jucd by· '.'. I ~ ~~ 
l!1"~. JJii!iJ1s: ,zha .. Bureau ".c..'S- d'l!Jc~n t-enued ita inv(tlftls~t:lon . .~., 
01 Ed"& th" 11''& l:r:lti..· ' ':; .: 

.r.:_ 



.. JP.~ EDGAR HOOVER Q Q. 
• , DIRECTOR 

I A; ..,. 

EAT:DJJP 

Dielrerul i!lur.ellU nf inuestiglltinn 

1!tnitelr itllt.eS :t3.epllrtm.ent of Vusti.c.e 

'mllsqingtnn, 13. (!l:. 
• January 23~ 1941 

Time 10:25 A.M. 

llEJIORANDUM FOR THE DI REOTOR 

" ." L.atl •. "' ........... 

""'. " ..... '." .. " ... 
_.~l .. , ... 
!¥~--.­
~ llbIt'I:t 

Sol icitor General Biddle call'ed relative 
AJ ~ to thf! investigati on conducted at; the r~ques·t oJ 

~ "\ --,;..., 111'. Sidney, Sherlpood" Secretq.ry to ,the Aqvisor.y . 
~ ~~ommission OJ the· Oouncil oJ National DeJense~ on. 
~R~1Irs. Helm" the private secretary oJ JJr~. Roosevelt. 

,- ..... \ .. \w Mr. Biddl'e stated this. case ha.s assumed 
~\ I"}; 'tf P rathe'r large proport'ions and' he thoug~t the .Aitorney . 

General would 1 ike to have a copy' oJ the .investigative 

t 
report and our authority .lor ma1cing th~ inve.stigation~ 
I -told llr • ..Biddle we lDould sf!nd this to ,him, right; 

away. ~~ " 

:.JJf. .. 



" 

....... __ ........... ' 
•• c .... _. ~_ 

iI!./UA.·'I'Ma;_ 

.. ........ '-• cses; .... 

~,.u.'- " ,. ~ .. 4 • 4~"" 

"P""'" ./ ," . 

,j(KlJORAJI1Jtnl. FOR TliE SOLI tJI'l'O/t,. (J~l1,J!llAL 

- '" ... l'ur~lIan:~ ~o 'yoUr- :requesT; (l.,f 11',... .TatIi:1.; I = 
"tran.Dl:lJ~tn9 ·htJre'l;1t1;h '0:' COPU f!;r tliii l'e1;t;ar' addressed 
to .r.;e ulider' -da-6, o.f '()o~obar ,SOl ~940 .by.Pi". S,dnfIll 
Oher J:1pod..,1.rr ~hf,oh hd :,~e,2u(J8tad ~n 1nv'c3't;"ga;i~q7i: 0;1' 

. Ed1,,*h B .. CtJ11:t t;ogotho:r' tlf,1:h uarrou~· .other· peril().ns.­
I a..'1' -cUso -tra.nprz:itt"na hercf:1'J.i~ c"ptolt 0" thit 
folloi:J:l.nd t1lVe8t~9a"(;i va ropor~a 8ubnj·t.'ta4 to Jl:r~ 
She~ood, 'In th~s .m~~ter.; 

llejJ.or1; 01 -8peott;J.l. Agpnt;.~. .,r.Cociper.l 
ltcleh't.ngton,; D. ,(J .. .I' 1fQlJ.e'Qb~'r +5, 1940, . ~ 

Deport oJ" Spoc'f,a/J Agen:t;. H. G. 1!ay-.,abr . .1 

8pr.ino.f1,uId..1 .Ill ~mj 'llJ~' -Daoctr,ber .$l, J.94(J 

... 

Veru truly ,yours# 

Joh,n ~gar'£bovor 
.D"reo-to'r· . . . 

, . 

_J_.~ .• ~._,~~~~ __ ~~~~ ______ ~~ ____________ ~ __ ~~~ ...... ~ __ -= ___ . , ~ 

" 

'i 
I 
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FEDERAL BUR~AU OF INVESTIGATION 
Form No.1 ~ .;,.....,t 
THISc::A8EORIQIr-v.T.EPAT: W~INoi!'ON.t Dr-Jl.-.-- ." 1 , 77-2686 ---... ,~--" • I ' 

~
IODJI'OR 

HICH,..AD'K 
-~; ~2-.14- w.o. S:3IBERT l1CS:J..3 

Tm.:C O!L\UGED 6' ' 
EDITlJ J). ~'W 
Mrs .. J'ame 14 
Y1ss Edit W 

'eHARAC'I"IItR or e.u. 
SPECIAL INQl1IRY .... 

REFEREUCE:, 
t "r • 

ADVlsORr CO~~ION TO ~ 
C~UI:CI~ OF lU\.TIONA,L PEFEtlSE 

6r8~ ED;t~ 'B. lUUl& em'ployed a~ Social qecrQtary 
a: wh1'te Ho~S~t. ~o lAra.. WQODROW WIlSON, October 
22 1915 'to .Al'r~l, 1920, a~d to MrS~ ~nIN 
D. Q.O::;5VELT,' trom Iiovembel"' 6 J 1933 to. Octob~r 
~, 19~O.. Fal-tbt'ul gover~elftal sery.1c.e' :revealed.,. 
Nelghborhoo~ investtgation tavor~b19~ No cr.iminal 
01'- credi~ reQorq" Washinet0n,. D .. C •. 

,..l C -

'R~port ot S~ec1al Agent R. F. COOP.ER~ dated 
},loyember 15, 1949, at V;ash~ngton,. D. 0., and 
repo~t of Special Agen~ B. G .. lMYliQij, da.ted 
DeoeJnber 31, J.940, at $Fingt1eld, ll'11no1s., 

AT WASHINGTON, D. c. 
• .. ,.. . 1 . 

It should be noted that :l.fr.s. EDI'lH 'B. llEIJ4 is also 
lplcmn ~8, urs • .1A1lEs U. liELl4, and 'was eI:l.pl:oy~ in 1915, under 
the' nflll\s' ot }i16~ ;EDITB. w. ~EtmA11, ~d the, tit~~ 9f th~s ~ase , 
is b~1n8 changed to ret~ect this. 

EMPLOYMENT 
I 

.Miss liAZEL EASTMA:t~, stenographer 1.n the Per~onnel. 
ot:1:1ce ot :Publ.1.c' W9rks Adm~i::}trat10n, ,federal Works Agency, 
18th and F street" It. VI., -m,ade ava1aabl.e the personnel t11e 
on Jrrrs. EDI'lH B.~. SQ,1d 1;l1e ;revealed that 1:t\'r1;'l. HEI..lt{ 

h~'" ~e~~'lCl 
.I ,2 ... Wash1~oD,. Field .. 

;A 1'O~tton or j1)fll Uti. 
aerial declllSSlflodto'f 
use in. "The l"BI Stot)''' 
b 'Don "'Whitehead, Sol 

------ ---------------- --

l 



_. __ .. _. _ ..... ,,~ •• ~, -:.~. ~::":". ~n'"":.:"'". -:-. ~:-;-;;-·~·-~.1I -,-----;;---:--;-- . -. ... ." - ." .' . ., 
o· 

-was 'appointed· November 6 f ~~35J as S~~r~t~'iaJ. ~tenQgra'phar 
in. the F~de~ EnS!gency ~in~s1!ra:t19il ot. 'J?Ubl~c vro~ks, 
~t ~,,?OQ. p~' aDp~. 4 i>.e.~~oil8.l '41story, ~t8.tement, 0:8;ted 
Ap}:i'l. :as, ,1934, revealed ,that J6rS.HEL'fL -Was born 'ill,. New' 
Yor~ on Oc11ober 6, lS'14, and' is' the Widow o:t Re.B;r Admiral:. 
J'AMES 14 .. ~. . 

. ·EDUCATION 

. The ;tile. further refiec,t.ed that Mrs. lJ:EIll·was 
educated: .pr·:1:vat~l:y anp. ~y h9~e ~iu~tru,ctions, to the ~qu1'v"" 
.alent o;f 131ght y.ears e+:e~n'tary scJ:lpo+.. Mrs. HELM alSo 
+"s.t~~ that. s~~ attend~d t;t;le J?arke;- fns~i tut~., Broo~l:~~ 
Ne9T Yor~J 1:q ~S9~"1892, b\lt· s1.1:1ge t~is· tx:a+n.1~ 1s lons. 
past~·w~~to~.su~h ~ c~]arativelY s~Qr.t,p~~fod,. no 
1ea(1. i~ llp~S ~e.t .fortb~ 

.' . ~e pel"sone.J; history.. statetjlent. ~urther r~v.~al~q. 
that ~trt\: :JmL14 ~aQ det~il:eA to "t;he 'Wh~te .House. ~s S:eor,e­
tar1al SteD,ographer.. ,On ::r~~ :31, 1939', Mrs. 1iEp& 'l;las 
pto~o:ted ~o ~s~lar'y of ~)oOO p:er ~um., and. ·w~s oQIitip.-­
v.ou~ly emp+oyei( at. tl\e Whit.e H.ouse 'WitJi d,y-ties '"C~p.s\J':J.t 
,and' ·acl.v~!ii~· w1-t'h ·the -w:U'e qt tp.~ .Pi'~s1.c\ep~ ~~e:arding tp~ . 
. many ~e~a11ea aQ~1v~~!es ~nQi~e~~ ·to 8Qc1~~ ~n~~~t~~~~~~s 
~~ tho \'1J;lite ~ou~~. ,¥ave :d~r~9t' p~~~-y.·W'~QJ! pver t~e 
twel;ve emp'loys~s ~Ii the Soc:~a::k ~~e.a\l:IJ',! 

,Said .t~le further- reve~led' t:h~t i4ri;J., BEr"M, \ln~~~.· 
, the ~of ~ITH \'I. BENHA)t~, V{~~ apPQ1~ted Ootop.e~ ~~~ 19l:{?j 
at ~ ;600 j?e.r ~um, 8S' SOo:ia~ Seor.~tarY' for ·tbe Whit.s. 1!«?,"i\~'J 
with same d'ut;1eJ; as' above lIiantioned. :Mr.s •. BEU$. v6iuntarily 
;r~.sigi:J,E!~ :V{i:thO~~ 'P:ce~u.d'1~e from' t~lB po~}~ton '~J]; }.p.r~l)· . 
19~O!_ . . . - '. .' , , 

~ The ';f,11e f~rtJl~~ revE;nUed -tha't lArlit. ~ .sp~~~ 
aM. Fead~ t1i.e Fr.~n~Jt a.angUag~ ~luentl'y and tha~ .Glie' bas 
nQ rel;at1'Vea in the Un1i!ed .stat'e.~· G6rernmen"t; serv1Q~'. R~r 
l?'onar1de re~iae'~~~ ~s ~1S1iea as Vl~sh111s11ont )). 0., trom· 
1Iovel!lQ~r.,_ 1~96) to ·d!\t,e. _ I 
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Qn Oot9ber J..~ 1940., Mrs'. lIELMY;J{s' transferred wi th­
~\lt pteju,d1ce tQ th. Advisqry C'ommisa1:oli to :the Counc~1 o:t 
National Det~nse~ . 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

.Aot. ~Ol Counec"ticv,t 4v8nue,. ?l .. \1\; t ·~hlch· i.s ell. 
apartme~~ build~ng,.~9Ires~d~nt couldbp ~o~ndwho was 
acqu.a~Jlteg wil1h Mrs. ~fTH.~4, wllo :res~$1es.1n apartment 
2~. Resident8·~f the b~11~~ mere1~ stated that·Mr~. 
~ lives !~ ~partment 22, but ~e no~ acquata~ed wi~h 
her. No resi,:ient manaser could be loaat.ed in this apart­
mE;Jnt. ~ui1di1.lg, 

.~. GE.O:RG~ fl •. NQ~LL~ ~$.~e;t"' Q'!! ~h~. ap~*!.U~.nt 
~t 2301 C9.jl.~f;lQt,ic:ut. J\v~~~e, N. yt., ,1'O~';~i fJ. 'ttust .ne~l' 
$s:~~t.e .A&ency t ,:+,091 - 15~b' street ~ 1(. 'W't', .tated t:tJ,at .thi.s 
apartme~t ~s. 'be~ owned. 1:>1 ~he RUst Company.. st~ce May ~J 
~9i() •• .He ,tilr.tHer stattld ·tha~ ~s. ,.AllES ~. ~ h.ns j!e­
s1ded'1~ ~partment ~2, . .fpr tl)e past tifteen yeartJ ~ ~s 
"tq«;r Sec~etf.9.7 to Urs ... F.Rtl.Nl{LIN DELANO RQOSEVln.~,. He stat~d 
tpat .ilj.os. ~ payp 1125 p~. 'mo~th ;tOl!" ~he q>ar,~men~., ,an~ i!J 
a very ·p.elfirable· tenant. Mr. 'NOWELL advised. that he, had 
no,te-ason' .tp ·qu~st:l:on lirs.: ~'S ;nt~~l~i AA4 'ioy~lty 
to· .tJl.1~ cou~tn" (!ll;d in hi.s opin1.o.Ii, she :1,8 re+.ie,,,le a¢. a 
~()'Q%Mner~,dfl1l 6i t~~en" He f.~tii.er ~tated tluJt 'Mrs .. lJEU.{ 
1~y~~~19ne in'ner ap~~~n~, $xcept tor o~~' se~vant~ ~~ 
is a ver;y h:1$hl::r .respefrted t"~.nan,t.. ~a it :BErM, In his 
opiIli91?-, is quirlJe we~l;thy,i. and t~e;t"e i~ no 'qu~st;i9U :41 his 
ml~d that ~he 1'9: l::i.v~g :W·ith~il, 'b!3~' :me~ilB. 

» .. STANFORD :BROWN" Jlegro, ~ievator 1nan, 2301 
QQ~eQt~~u:t' AV~Ue.; j;i. fl-," 8~~~~q: t~t ~~ .•. 'HEI.'M ;.b~s: te.:...:. . 
s~d~~' in t~~s .apm;otment .1'or·"~ years ..ana is· :h1:$hl.Y 
~egE¢d&41"' H~ f!t~ted -th.at he ha~ neve;- .observed ~Yth1p.& 
susP~Oi9~S, .9~ radical conce~pi~ J4rEt. lIEl).J and in his 
op1.~i9)l, 's~~ 'i8 patr10t,ic t tq.at 'Mrs. BEI.l4 is' e, SOa.1~l 



Seor~1iftry t9l" .).Irs. FRAjuq,I,N ~O llOOSEti:EI4', ~d speaks 
verT lligbl.y 9t the Presiq:eIlt ~nd; h;\s w;itd:. ~RQ1:N stated 

, thft~ Mr.s. ~ ~t:ten aocomp~nies the R06sEVELTS on '~4~i;­
numero\1s t;'1ps. 

CREDIT. ANn CRIMINAL 'RECORD' 

On NOV8lJlber 28, 1940, Sp-eo~~ ~eD~ 'CARL C. -Ma:o~ 
,CARTlllE p~r.tQ~a the t:ql~ow~ .investi:~~~~)Ii:: 

~M1~~ .'UAR~ LIBOJAA~I, The. Q~edit Bur~au,. 12~1 
(f.strefitJ,·lJ.- W." a~d ¥~s.s .RUmS~Y·J St.onet~ ~rQantU.e 
~enc'Y:j J..41~lt st~eet) N. ,w. •. " ~d;vi!3ed llP9n a. searo;t1. of ~h~lr 
:r;espe~tiye rocords thlit t;hey had p.o 0;001 t :i:ilformation iJ\~re1:n' 
on- Ep:tTn 'B~ ,~4. '1 

. ;~~ ~f.~. s1flOp:.pl', _~et~_po~1ta.IJ. l'o~~9.~ p~p.,~,t~~i9J?;t;~ 
~11~toQ. t.~t ~ITH, B. ~ ;haq 'IlCl orp1~aJ. l"~oo_rd i,)1'Wa~h~lig-
:toli', D .• 'g. -.. 

~e,above~ment1on~ pp~ao~e~t:i~e,~e~~t.i~s a~+ 
o~ :~s~ ~~#'s ~:mp~oYJhe_nt 1li the ~~cu~1v:~ ~~i'oo Dt tbo, -
\';11111e :troue.e. ,Due to the fact tha~ .:Ml"s .• lJEIl;{ ls .approach,':" 
~g '~ev~p;ty- Yeflrs c)~ a~e.",. -ti;Lati. ,sh.e,:was -eq,~cate.d t j,tty ye~~ 
'~go, ~¢ .thAt 1i.e.t" ~9yal-:ty' 'ap.a l?~t:l"i(.it1.eDi- J.i~v.e· n~ye'" 'b~e~ 
q~es~1Q.~ea ·wl1~·;t:t? ~J?lotet'!: ~t '1ib.~ ~~~yt1v.e ¥ansi?:Q.~; .).,1; ~!J; 
)lo.1; 4e.~ed ad~lst\l>:L.~ .Qr ;t~O~Sst;ti7: to cond.~c·~ rurther 
~iJ,.v~'St.i:ga~~~n tJl, W'il~hi;t6.~qn~ D. ·0. -

All o~tst~ilJling. leads h8,Ving bE)8D oQ.ve~e¢ ·a~9.. 
rep.orteQ., t~ls ,ca~e is 1)e~it l'l.aoed.. i,n.. a. ,c~o.soo. st~t~~, •. 

" .:' •. !,. ,~~ • 
.. W.;t.1~.. ...; .. f*~~ • \" 1r 

. ..< '1. ~ ....... s,"P \' 

if, , 

.. 
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FEDERAL, B,UREAU OF ,INVI;stIGATIQN 
ll'onnNo.1 1D'Aa1:tT'J..,..mn'lT', ,D. C. 
JHIS C<l\SE ORIGINATED AT' nAI'JUUlU'.n .... ' FIIZ:NO. 

CHAl~GED -, - 0):940; .1-6-41 ' CHARAcnm OI"cMa: 
'-' 

lIDl'l'B B •. llELll, a.+flO ~qwn "as 
urs. James')I. He,1m; 
1I1s~ ~d1t~ W. Be~ 

SP.ECIAL IUQ.tJIRY .;. 
ADVISORY OomaSSlOU TO IJBE 
cOU1jC~L OF NATIONAL lmFmuiE 

• I 

SYNOPSI~ OF FACTS: Ur~. lIDlnJ. JS.. ~ e~ployed a,8 $C?oi.al ¢3ooret~ 
at White Hoy.~e,. to ,~P .. WOO~O\t WI~9N" Oo~·9.bGr 
22.,191,5 ~~.Aprl1, 1920', aDd ,to 'Urs, FRAmtI.l}f 
D. ROOSEVEL~" trom Nov~bor 6. 1~33 ~d Octp1:ie~ 
1 .. 1940. l'a1thtu~ 89yoJ:'.Dm.OJ?tal, sOl:v:1oo roveal;~~ • 
. NEiipb,9rpoqd, '1nvo~ttgat1on :t.vQr~blO"; ~o cr1mln~ 
o'r c,redlt r(Joord, Wash1Dgton; D. o. 

R(JpoJ:~ Of 8»e01a1, Agent It., 1' •. ,~~,~ ,datod . 
NovOD;lb.e;- If?. 19~, ~t l'lf!.~l11Dgf;bJ?. n,. C._, and: 
report or· Spe~1~1 Agen!~. (J~ ~V10R) dated 
Deoember' .3'1. 1940, at S.Pi",!ngt~e~d. ~l~'1Do~s. 

, 

. 

-

It should. be notod' that YrP:. EDITH. B •. 'HEL'M: 1s also 
~o"n as lI:rs~ J~ ,~. :BEi:.U, ,a:~ was ~m.plOl~d 'in ·19i5.~der 
'the"li~o ot' lU:~s 'EDITH w. l3lmB(tlI ... ,and tllo t1tl0 .0* this .oas~ 
1s, 'tIoing c~ango~~ to retl.~ot this .. 

:J!:!JPr.olJ.mNT 

, 

, 

" 

, 

UiSs- HAZEL. BAS',rMAN, stono~apli~r in tho' P(Jrsollnel! -
O~:t;1ce' 9t Pubiio WO;k:S Adm1n1,B1ir8,t~on, 'Fode~ Works :A$~of. 
;t8t~ and f Btroo.t J i{ .. W ~. made a.vailable tho porsonnel. ~1).e. 
on ~s, EDlTij ~,~.. Said,. .f.llo rovoaJ.od that ~s. BELl! 

'~~=R=:~JA=~~:Uk~ND~.~~'~~-~-'~"~~---~S~~~I~~IH~A~~G~C~.~.~~.~, ~"~~~.~~Nc~O~-WT-'R~nt~:~IN~m-·~~'-E~~.~~,~~ca-,~~~-~'~~--~fl 

... 

; 

-
; 
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i::Jjor .cctltlr41 CC~1A U.' J:'4ta01;J 
C4C~a.t~ru ~Q tb~ Pr##Cdc~t 
:l.'!o rns"t~ .c~lJatt 
"olJldno'torr" 11.. O. 

Pear Cancr~l ~Glaont 

, r !;QUi1 bttfln. CdC1$tJ~d, by ,q~,t(J"tQT" Ce:ncN.% 
JJ~t!dltl t~a~ bO~e-. cO'nf.1.Qfn- "a ,felt Que" 'i!:it /4Q'b j.,;o~ 
t~ ~uroou hQf bdCn ~~ba~d4 ~~ conC"o~Jnq an ~nuQDtf~ 
gG'tf.on 0.1 Cd'hlll. 1J()I..~lll. I t.nn~~;:1 1;bD1'al'(}ra to' 
aaujtl, I/0" JUlIU 0,/ ibiJ Jco'ttl :in th'lll 1:a,#'6<tr- in o,-.dot­
that you u'g~# undfrifand ~~d ,bQok~rou~d an~ rcaaon 
l.or ~h'(J Durcc;s.'~ 1nv~JI'fJ'C'~'t$6n~. . _ 

.. ,f 

- . t'ndor dato <I.., !(jpttJ,'bdr £o~ 1.040" Jk'-: 111dhatl 
·dh'ruo~d~ A4o$,~an~ C~or~t4ru' o~ tAe A~~Jao~u . 
C"~i6eion ttl "Ii.ho· Cou.,c,l 91' C~tIQl'lal CtI/OtJ"lJtJl b;, 
,1tJ'tto'l'- r.aq;.t«tt.,6c:c1 ,tbo- £Urti3U t~ 'cqnCZt$ofi ~"UID#.'b'o"'61on3 
Of ·ti .ntl11bcr)+. 01 p<tr.oJ1(t 1.!'kol1a na:l(IS ~arQ detti J'or~h 1ft 
~1" ,lei'bor- anC! ohol:l btl dolibr'tbad ott J'J;J,f' -arnUJ;a' 

. o~,lOllt1DlJ 01 ther Advleoru CO:t;li8di(on' t() 't11:(t ,CIlU.rH~~l 
''0,1 JJQ.t~ QriCJ~ 1J'.tfJnr4~ II.. Itn:flUeJac:f t~ 'thf.D. l ~t)t 41' }J@CD 
.r.:=a- tho ifC%:ld oj' $cUih Dw. l:crln", A~ 4 ""'tJ·~ t; . tJ.t f!lio 
r~9UQtl'l;, -'t~i1.l:uri:J"U "'nt~1a:tcd .dn, 'nvcbtl~:l'b'J~n o/' t~4 
backQ"'QrJJ1.tl~ quel 'J..tt~a.t'l'Cntt; c:=pt)riC:'lOIl or;d 1t-'#PU'C3'6'lOJl 
.01 Edi'tb 11. J."'"l~. fhtt 1ntlc,t:t.uo:i,1u" Tc~ort4 prtlpor94 
t)(tr<t. trQn4:~'~crct -;o.J,l,'r6 Ohor~o:d" . . 
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~~ina. b9pn in/#r~a~ ~h~t ,OQO 9UCD~'~~ 
,jJ~/" bp4n l'~~.,q~, a~ -tcr 'b,hq prbp,.!oftll ·01 'tl1fl DurilClu. "~' 
"~va~t1c~tJ"n.:fr, itdiJ c(ltjfJ# X ibo.U()n~ p~turJ"~lI. ~,1iq . 
·.lr4:lJJdi:tn1J ond .1I(a:Q.. ~(lrJld' ;bil fnt",."IJ'tod "ft' 1.tnor,,'$DU cIty· 
"hie' tnu~8'6"Q4;t~.R';f ~a(t, ~nl-6~GvQ~ ,·ana .ootltt:UQ1;D~i 

vt~n ~fnd ·ropdr~1. 

• 1 • 
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........... .. 



THE. ADVISORY COMMI?SION TO THE COUNCil OF NATIONAJ.. DE 

FEDERAL RESERVE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

January 24, 

l\h'. ';trIJ..'Y • ......... ~. 

Ur. J. F;dgar Hoover" Director, 
Fede~al.Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice ' 
'Washington" . D. C. 

, 

Dear Mr •. Hoover: ~ 
,;l:t is kincUt que~edthat the iilve~tiga.ti~s of- '~he ~ollo\'l'­

:ing employees of 'the f\df,i.sory- CoJ!lIdssion ito the CouncjJ. of ~Natio~ 
1;)efense, whose names have 'been previouSly S\lbFdtted t~~ you"..:fpr 'inves":,, 
tigat:1:on" ,be dis~ontinue~ by reason of the fac~ that t..l~eir '~ployment 
has no conriection with th.e "fork 5)t the .Detense':g~Jmnis~:i:on! . 

O· 
Helm" Ed11;b B. 
Rumel-£.~ Ruthj~e v. 

. .,., -
I,
' It.JAs~crl;t, as :the, 8:bo1(~~~~ .employees arei:~~~~end:~iy 90nnect;tethd 
·with the. offices o~ the'Whi~e'Ho~se" ~~;~s espec ~ es~red tpa e 
inve~igations. be ter.minated·imm~~at~lY. . . , . . 

In iiry~e:t~~_r to Y9U of January~ 8; ,the ,name ~ot }lec Searl~s w?-s 
incl~ed in.j lj.~ or- p:f9·spec1;:.iye .do:t;lar..·~yeat; employe~s sub~tted tor 
investigation; , Subsequent.' informa.tion·'shows the name to ·be Eric .Searle':::" 
and .accordiDgit,. it. is 'r~q~e~eci ithat this .~~~ "be, sUbmitted t6r."that ot 
Alec ·Searles.,.' .". - . 

. 
4 ~OD ot. in!~~ 

, fllnal declassified, tor, 
Use 'fn "The FBI Story!' 

I ., .h! ~n ~t~hcad; S~ 
fi?.,.I' -(,..£..21.;1'.. l' dct:aUs. 
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BAT:IIA 
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t:;~~~!!:- ~ 
!A portion of Info WI 
senat decll1sslfled for 
use. in "',l'h~ FBi stotT' 

D£OW.SSI;fIlm·ll'lt ... Co leO ~ 
63, ; JU+ 1 9. 1977 A. • ~ .~.."" 

In v'o~ or·th~ jQQ~ i4a* S9=d q~~.~~o~ apPGrQn~lu 
~a4 b~an rat~~d ds to ~bU t~c &U~~au L~a co~duoti~~ thlD'~ 
'JnVdllylo,,'trl.bnj r l!'IOhiftd t~ in/Drri. lIDU /UlllJ .tlJ' tl;g. /Co:6t) 0 

in 1;na r.attol'. 01 :Cf'ur~~ .bed 1:)" knotJn at ~he 'Ut:g "tap .-­
i~c)Olfi"'fJ3t~oh ~aQ- r4~l.J4iJ·t<1d :that. Ur/u' l.iYlQ ~:J' 4sitCnJId . 
-to, Vhf, tl,t. l:oua.(J d..u'b' Ool "t'l:o 1nqui rv t:9uld 110.1; .J;c1V~: :~c.,~· -If 

1.:di'atcd.. ; ~an1; 'to ttDtJUr6 -lIQU thQ'b r rtfcra.1; tI1o' ;:!" 
1~oot; tulU hav,ct C~!.l~~d you' GllU .(tirnol}onotJ ti'r corlc(Jr:n~ ::' 

" l1JhcQr1111l JJ~ur!1;, -.:: . ' -
.. ~\~~ ~J~1:Y'.~:11~ATI~:1~: J~,~il oN 1 

't ~'?o~ - MAIt...~L.:t 
! ~ • 

~. * . JAN 24 194-1 * , ... 

I , P. M. 
~EtAt ~URf.A.U OF n'VE~tl3ArlVN 

U,~. C~"A~,N[~I Off n.mc~ 
- . " ~ -. 

. .. ':~~ ~f'" 
:54~~t3\r\§!'.~ p. ~~. 
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Mr. Olftl. ____ 

••• IUcII." ____ 

I Ii. , 
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o 

l~I()RAmltrt FO'l 1!1: •. r.os:'!!, 
, , 

lle: Invo:st1elit1ona b91n\:r conducted':ot tho, 
POn:OlUXll. or -Tho A.4vico17 C~~idb~ 
,1;c) tho Council. of' .Nb.tio~Der~ .. 
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I:r.8. rr,an 1;.2 'hI' 11., .;.1:10 Q.·'Qo.1. >I; 
21',,0 fih.t td IJouae 
l1ao!dr.;1-t:ln.l D.O. "~ . 

1 t\t 
J:JJ. aoar 1.:7'8. R:Jot111 v(Jlt~ (; t\ i ... ~ 

, . 
I nQvo Jt:!1t "'rqod'lr..·Pd goul note. of .[dt)t:a.ril 2at.\ 1"(110-

tiuQ 'to "fibc invotJ'f:~ :-o."tion- .0./ J,:r'1f~/J:alc. I' note :,rou)" 8t~'tar.an~ 
t~ot t~d c=~lanat'~n-containddAft ay lc~tar ~f ~anuarv ~a~h 
-tho 1; to'll! t r.Vdtl't t 'q-tri -on. oj /.:1'3. v.:;d '),n ""4':1. Gr D 'Ill ta1:d I t ru:1.'tca:-tod 
"t.t1JJ'~c··h:ncll 'Upon t~a 'porot fJj' ·-tho parl10n .:.::111) orderod ~ t. I 
t.\oroU~hl1Jo1:.arc l/our lJ~Ct:1 cc~u~ "th~D. I clfel ';I.-ant 10 r.!J:J~(J 
ccrtCi1n, ho~au4r, ~r.a'1s '~ott ~r4tJr8'too(J ~~o.t, t.';c ll'uJcat1.:;qtt,on 
r~B not orc!crod btl ':tlie Fcdtn"al L't!rtGIJ> OJ- Ir,rJcott~a .. ttonl t~i 
r:.~ orc!crcd 11;J 'the A#ctD"toni C'c·cro·ta:r~. QJ' ~1'..6 .,A~~'ca,.iI' 000::.­
.:t1.l1tr':ln tl ~~(r aou~c11 o,f [,"a-ttimrJl 1)ofcnse. 

In ,retariJ t.~ th" .tI'tctc~an't -tl~tJ,l1 'l7Ultdr-&4:i aave boon 
r.al!c cL::n.&-t UtC.D/!lp~:8on dot hqr' tlJ"'Ja,rt::en't bo:.tt'Jc. co t:> t: ... .en Oh6 
(;.:JJ:no una ::<JCD. ~"Jtf o't7u1r "'n!'rf'.;lt~QlIj r -t'4t!c tc::ItC::I~t« 1rul:s'/tT';j 
t:1ta .ttnJ 1;1;(1-; no 'htU~BtJC'atHm OJ Gnu ,c.~a1"~t4'''' 1:~4 ~b(Jcn or 
is ~ctn, cor.~Uc~ed QV t~t~ tar8CU oJUCna ~o~p~o~. 

I ~jnt t~ Q8C~r~~~~u ~tct t~~ra ~co bOD~ bo one b~rG 
4~?rac'qt1t'o oJ' tl;a ntfc,,'(JlI,t;, lor L'u)a-f(lili!,"' (J':),:J Iltt''ta~q or' 11)­
dul~inJ t~ ~~U notfutttca ~~'c~ ~fcht bo con~tr~~d a~ irrpropgr 
Dr &n-A~(t-rl C4n 1,1: 'thot!l.l, in t4a CO'nduat oj 'nuoD'itrattOtlr: t!'qll, I. 
I ~hill1; it fa {lO t'l'lp:Jr''fant tf..a11th6c" oj \:,8 r::~o aT''' c:':(lrCBd 

t /J:J,tb ~llu ~onCUD't 0/' Couat"n'tlcn:tal i.nvd:t1;.f~<,t'DrUI D(1(J t':::rl; t1'.(tl} 
y\ a t:a.rr~·ed ·fort:; ~n (l proper ~anr:~r - /'4f.rlv.; il'Jperitolltb 
'~:l l..'"'l't'hout 0:';/ "llSpdct 't~a't DOy stsVOT' 01 'thODl!J proccdc:rfJ8 'fi.,'P" 
~ T,4~cl 01. .. cortatn jor,,""n. Ooucrn::on'ta i:."ld DO rO,,"lu;ncn.t; -to our 

eRcrsaah r.:::a:;:h 5:'0 ~o'cot"!Pl'I"h th'c" tXt bQU4 Ol'!eoat:or'ld to 
r taot 7,o1; only pclrtJonr:cl oj lJerll h( ".~ a'tQ..'1ctn_'" ,arrcl ~ t.~ tc~, 

i:~-aloo ira.in end 1nDtr~ct t~Gt pC1"~~nr41 ~b t~~ tro;e~ 
~r r.:tfr,t"''' .1.anea oj -their C;:.~'c" c::d ~n the nc:calib-1tv,J'or corriJtrr:J 
JIIr. Ih'''- " 
.r.Ladd __ _ 
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-
t1;ctn- oU'!; in 0 tru1U ~o.rt Ccin t:'(:l~. Ql:utouolll~ no CO,l1c1't:=ental 
o;tJnc;J. CilQ o.z;Jtlc'tt to J::crt:'t tl:~ llup,pilr't ,o.r4 C!H).t~t:,tln.ClJ ." 'tl:c \. 
j;l:.bl to ~:11dlH' 'It 90n~~()ta i feel., "n (\ t':(ln:ipr t~at ,,, 1:dt:1 local 
cr.d tr t:- f c:Jl ... · 

In cpr.ncctton ~~t~ t~q neCcbCQr~ ~~pdnn~on o~C~b~rn­
::an'tal ~;;lmc ICD tn "tc!cnt to 1;1:." l;Qttonal L"'::!cr:;.,tt0'1l,l' t':O' pol tey 
ka~ tc~n Cbt3bll~~ed 01 ccndtn~ t~ ~ha Iceur.~l ~~rc~u oJ Invoc­
't~:4fton -t.";" r.a.r::ao' oj ,p(ll'::Iohl: r;;'r1:~n~ /(Jr· 'tll(lae. C,?va"m:ntn;tdl 
~;a~ole~, tn or~r ~ta~ inc~~ry n'~ht ta ~C'b ca ~~ t~e~r t~Rt~ 
!Jr~u~:!.1 inttJtl'i-t:; or..:1 lo:;:;r.ltU. X't.."C'-;: -t" p,"n4:t out. t1:.a.t thill' 
J,:.,,.;i L";lO no.t c!u!;~i bj tl;4 -¥cc!t,.,.al £arcqa '01 I~lItl41;$ "':itton;, tu"b 
t'l%{1 otur'crrcd t:J ~t. I 1;0:') 1: :urt.14.".cl'r· 1:1 ,o.:tn.t -out: 't!'..G"t tt.9- r.:¢::t1D 
.t"'~c"~ ere' DC~ t t~ t,:o FIJc.ar;JJ. .:::rqG:J. (J,f IeU(}lft1 ;::J1r:'Qn UpO:'l t.·~fch. 
t::uaotf, c.t"O~l) (lrfl. ·ordered ttu 't:1:.c tn'f;tl7'tltrtcd a')~Cf'.i;:cn,'tal c~t!::­
c'£ruil. 41'.c l.u1l ectad b;,' th'ot}d a;cr:~.fclJ on,:: -t~al1 '1;~:j8 ~~)"'c~t.l taa. no 
;~r'b in t~c tloloQi.h:;r iJ..f t""O;lfJO ec=tolt Uj:O:l t;;bleh tr:uaet·£;a.tiotHl' 
~r~ or\!orcc-. In t!1.c- ('{ttl" 01 1.;,.:1,. f't.ll'tJ,. ;r 't.'necra1;~'1d If:n, t~Gt 
her: nO~(J t:aa on -tr:e pc:! ro~'l 0.( 't'flo A~vt IIO'ri/ Cd-:;"''''''fl.f:.4tQ1J; 1:~ "t,;~", 
C.:Jc,:.c1J,. 0/ L·a.tfo~~~ ;~/Cr..DJJ~ ~qr:: L11:'t~ tdny ()1:':;CT'lf~ end -t~~ 
ijD"t~ J:~Sc~ :t:'~8' P7"t1PQ~Dd· til :libi1 /~DftJ'r;, C~~.:Jib~'tJJ1 'tj t~1) C,UIl­
-oil 01 .;:a.tt.Q::ol L;altJnio~, tta, 't(11rcn 1-r0:1 'tho pavroll 0 t t";a. ~ 
.CQ::,·Abst~l'h 2'.'l1lJ 'l~7"cil:J bad lltJt!,dn~ ,,*a.t~H'avcr ifo .c:~ );'th ~~c 
;rc,;;ara't' ·;71 fJj 1;::. 1 ".at 0 r ,t:'l« p~(u:iino t::r}'rcon· rJl).:"1'8 • ./"(1ln "a 
t:~::c. ;me ir.UCJt1;" a:ticm. cs/ Q.l~ Of 1;~(1cq n~a.o, '·~G'lu.cH·n.i J,:r(J~ 
.DdJ,..'1j t:~:t J!J'"cdf,catfid upon tl;c ).:(11;t9~ tt'P'fJ #i9 .Ar!'Q~ ~~rJ C.o;:~'la~· 
,Ion to' the: ~"UflC'I oj J:GtIDn~I C(JJcr.u:rtJ, 

Xea~t a=ctn to ~acu~q U~~ t~ai 1 ~aeplu rCG7"c~ th~ 
r(fccn't:zcnt ,t"'ltC:\ -tilt. ,jnctdqn:t baa cac4~d 't!ns~; c:;a par1I'tc:Jla.rJ.u 
t~~ i=FreDa~o~ c'~ch I l~a1' VO~ r.UV~ rQ'~~d OD t~ iha f.,at~1Qn 
of'ttl.io t:S7"cou. ill t!:.'tJ ~.at~ir.7"jt. r hava tried in t\t.Q, lctt07' -t:J 
r:l a.J1tlrJ c=:lQ.'tl;j ~.Qt -t~it pDlr''tt,n 01 t~'ll1- &~f'(:a.rJ l~G:J t'crot: Ct;q 
1:'"4* '~~lJ Iu. ... sc!b.~on t::<l:1,. ~nd- I c..~ hiJpa/ul 1~a.'f; i::it:;4U c;t-,.rdct 
~~~ tbP7"C86ton c~tc~ you ~U hQ~6. 
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L.' -!'" o 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 26" 194 

Mr. 1'oJ.on •.••••••••• 

lt~. C:cgC •.•.••.•.••.•••• 

Jt!.r. E. A. T:t::U:Q •••• 

Mr. J.l't)~";C'onh '.'.'.'" 

r.:r. J.\;lUsAn •••••.•••••• 

M1-. wdc%.~_ •.• _._._ ••.• _._ ... 
~!r. nat..U _0"'_ .. '_'_ ..... . 

l-lr. t:.~ . .J'~ __ w.a._w.w._ ••• 

llr. N~ois ••.••.•••••• 
g!r. nCs:dOD •••••• __ 

? .r •. Tracy ....... _ ••••• 
My dear Mr. Hoover: r:.:a: GlUldy •••••••••• 

• -____ ow.e.w.w.w .••••• ~ •• _ ......... . 

I am very much surprised by your letter about J? j' 

the investigation of Mrs. Helm. I am also ~ 
surprised to learn that some one 'has been 
making inquiries about Miss Thompson at her 
apartment house as to when she om&~------------­
goes, how much' company she has, 1Ss<-~ IJ S ~ _ (!) 

This type of investigation .seemr~AlnSltmfd.U OFINVESTl JI 
smack too much of the Gestapo m tqQds. 

Z JAN 28 1941 
The explanation that the invest~g~~Q&Agfi~ OF ~ 
Mrs .• : Helm is ·a mistake, seems tb-n1~w~.u' ~~~~~.--t 
'inefficiency on the part of the I person \oTh 
.ordered it. I am not blaming he youn 
man ''1ho conducted thi s inve s t iga~:ro~n~!:'"e~~u~s'="e~::"':--F-~t.-I -.. he was merely carrying out orders. However" 
anyone '<Tho cared to avo id such a mis take 
l'lould only have had to look at the ques~ion­
aire wh~ch Mrs. Helm filled out last summer 
to realize that she has been attached to 
the White House ever since we have been 
here., and incidentally that her father and 
husband had been Admirals in the Navy. 

I can not help resenting deeply the action 
in· these two cases and if 'you have done this 
type of investigating of other people, I do 
.not ,wonder that we are beginning to ge t an 
extt:emely 'jittery population. 

~ porllon of info this 
eerla1. dec:1assif~ed. fo~ 
use in "The FBI stod 

1129,n Whltcbea~. See 
. t,~_~DUI;#'MOr.de~n .. 

. ~ 

)~V 

54NOV 30 1950 
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~anua ry 27~, ~94.:f. 

JlEJlOP.A'1IDUJI TOR· PHF: SOLICiTOR .GENERA'L, 

I~1:t atta"ch'tng here·to" .!C!'r,' .your ,fnfor:matt,:01):, 

a cOPll 01 a ,memor~ndum 'lDh~qh I haUl!' tpday' .addre~i!ed· ~ci 

the Attorney 'G/Jne ral relatt ue 'to cer,1;atn, tnueattg?J1;'t O,,"B 

rt?queated of ,his: Bureau :by the A.4utsoT'V Comn18st'pn: to.' 

i;~e' .Couftctl .oJ" Natt.,ona.l, lJe:renae. 

IncJ.o~ure 

iT. .Edg~. H09vel:' 

John. ,~dg,ar 'II 0 ouet' 
, Dtr:;,ctor 

, . /. 
.r.fO .... II~ 

0-'fflIloi1 "" 1019 ~~ 
t!erl~i' deelassifieq, fO; 
'tIse'in"IITbe FBI Story' Mr. Ct... . ~ .. /:'" 

, "V' N,. li.~t r.~~ , . b:9' Don .~~~head. ~ce 

" . 

.r. "'!M"_ ....... _ 

.,. \.a44 __ .~_ 

/. t;i.P.Z ... .:2:.Mor .d!!bl~ 
/, ;I. ..... 'fA-: , . , 

. COr,lMUNWATION&. SECnON, 
,. :1~.-:kIJr/ ~ 7!fJ%.1Jk 

.'''I~,_.,_-~ 
·Mr. Olftt .. ____ ..... 

.r.)lI .... b ~ 

III,.H'MOII~. 
!It ...... ~ .; 

. ; 
MAILED 

* JAN 28 1941 *,; 
P. M. 

fEDEAAI.· BUIJfA,U Of' IHVESTIOATIOM 
u, S •• DEI'ARTMEHTOE JU,STJCE 

NOV ~9 f~'5IJ· 
~'J t. 
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lfEJJO!MJiIil1l1 FOR 'lUS 'A'J?CnNF,T, I1,!Y'GllAL 

'. ·rt-th .(uMber 'ref."rcncfJ 1;0. my aelloranaua 0.1 Januory 24~ 1941, 
,."latt V" to the l,nV"Btf.tiot~ onu;f11ch ·l.?QS reCJuu"ted 0", th:I. Buraeu 
by 1:h.11 Adv~Bqr'y Coptss'lon to' the Co~nc:ll o.t J.'Ct'lonal :C6J''1ns(J~. I 
'~nted to q~~t~.~h.e .follo~ng lette~ da~ed.J~lY .11, 19401 qdd"(JaB~d 
, to 1I0U by .ur. 1I~lJ'l.al:1 11.· ,].#cBpynolds, Cecre1;a.r,t, Cdvtsory Cornat'3aton 
( ~o the aounct~' 0.1 Eattonol JJfJ..fe~Be: 

I 
'" . 

, "I transmtt lutrtJ';ft,h 0 Itst. 0.1 B13ployetls. 'l.n 1;h .. Injor.a-
1;$on ana Ctotta1;1,~8 »£vt8~on Of thQ Adutaoru Comatsston's 
o.fjtce. ~he .tt:rB't lJ.ec1re.D~ Of thts lfB~ constfJ1;l1 0./ ·the 
nODes. of 1nd'l vlduola normally ddjJfgno1:ed 1;0 oon1:o.~.,.t the , 
Far and Cavy Depcr~r~ntB and ~o oonBu2~ ~h6'r qQn,ftdenttal ' 
Itl~B. The other aeotion 0./ the I~Bt consfst« Dr ~~l 
othBr'~.ployeea 'n that Dlvtslon ~o no~a~lly oo.~ tn 
contaot wf~h the ~atertQl obtained. 

"It 'ttl the Prps1.deirt;·'B deDI're, ana t;ha.~ oj·the. Commfs­
at on~ -that.a ocr,tf.!ul. ene.ok: .be mcde. ur''th, r.eBpec~ to. eoo" 
~nd' vidual :In.v61uerd,, bU.t .pa.rtt cfthrlu thosll on 'fine .It T.st 
8eo1;I.01& Of 'tTl, l"at;, .tor thf1 purpostl of mp,kt'UJ su.re 
~ha.t t~ttae persona o.re. dependabl,e ond Justf.fJJ the :trust 
placed 1.n thcna. 

A. pqrllon of sur~ this 
,aerial .deelasilf£lld tor 
Use fn 'iTh~ :F.BIStoiy" 

.' by YO!! )Vhitellcad", Soo 
if,. ~_/'~u:.r. i2i&or ae~Us.. I. 

~\ ."-
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~a~uarva7, 194i 

_ N(J,t~ onol- IJ'ejliTtllff'l or kU JJr. C'ldnell SharllJor1d" A,Ollt .~rt;f.i.n:t Secre1sarll o;f 
'thct Adv.~sorll (lorl1:,t4stpn. t~: -the C9uno",1 .0J' ,JlottPllol J)o/enstle' rhfJ~ 
req~o8t jpr ~e inb.Bt~octto~ oj ~rB. Ualb ca, conta~ned. t~ c l~t­
tor dated O~tober EO, 1940" eontc,1'il1.ntl,J'I.t~een nCI:~'.I' o1!d J.:1jthouj . 
enu t~d,'lcc .. tJ'on ·ets "to- wh,,> theJt tr1e.r~ hill'el" 'f;l!an t.hi9 furnisht.n!! fJ/ tha 
nc~e., and Q~ong 1;1i,UJfJ ut&tr -the nai'ze -o,f reUth JI.. l1iJl'1:t.~ In' l'tn~ rtJ:t'6h 
1;h~ reqttfls1; r:Y, 'ldh 008 r.:oda by JJr, 1.. .. c.F.t1I1T/,o14!J '~lI h'ttl JC.tt6J'! 0.1 
.ru~lI' ll~ lD407 .c2~1 e~~h! 1 't ll't~ o,f nOlle&:, hat1~ 'bean P' I?en pro~pt ."t~ 
~8n .. ft'·on' by ih'ls Btir«pJ1,- -

;X ~nc:l¢r:;~Qnd. 'that the ~ 1!rit. Jtelt;l',l) ncne ,cc~~ 't~ b~ 
. 8en~ 'b,o the lJur-qau waa thc1'i; ,tine '&8 90rr.'cd. 'on t~tI Fall roll 01 th~ 
Advt soru CO'ltJr;d8~t t!~ to "Clad 'Oounot). -c/ };'dt"l:onal DO.ttlriSB, a.~d GPp~rcntl.l( 
t?3tt procedu-ro, 'tTJ ihat ,.rgp.didY "aa bean ttl. t;lt'J ritly ).:181; the nOl:1es. 'on 
-th~ pay roll: ti;& 1;110- r<tquee'td :r.cdtt j-o.,. ~nuo.l1t"'l'fto.y;"l 011" t:1tthoJ.'i 9nll 
enolvat 0 'r>j 1;1;0 ·tda.ll~t"f;lI oj tht;- .eJ!J,pl(J1JO~. ~he"'0tQrtt~. tnt 8 BUraou 
hall not; ,q.uti4'f,~ (msd t1:o co.t:t.tfn oJ' the AOfJ,to'oTy OO'RJ3taa't'on to thf1 
CQunojJ 9j Aa~.,pnal »ql.n~q 4.? to 1he n~~e~ aal6qtc~. pp ~t~~'an~ 
/ort:a.rdo(J. ,1;0 'th t'8 )J!:."'(Jo1.l.. I want. i,ci ~e"(! it. "ery de.ltn'tt,J'II ·iJIao.r· 
thtl1h *he Bureau die!. no~ hi:vo anything -to do _tth the s «lacot1 on oj , 
JJra-. 001'1£ IS .noi!e" Gnd t n J(lq'f; d~~ not lmo~ ~h.en th(J nO'qe 1.."08- . ."en.t 
'to 'tho Bur~aJl: and ~ht: requ~8'f; -~de 1'01" 'tlul 'tnf;o8't'gat~on oj' he", .. 
that she ·w" ''th(l Soc~,ol Cepr.e,'ta.ryq't ,'tfle. 'I!ht.'te llouIJIJ.., 

. r:,-,ctUl4' ;Z.~1r8. t9 .ti1rt1ie~ pofh't .~ut. thot<' ills B~recill die} not 
'. 8tff,k l'h"~ ~drk.; bu1; 48 'Y.pu I.d~l ,notJ:~ tot- ."a~ 'QlJstgned ~rJ' t,* 08 a . 

rinnl.lt pJ' 'the: ;Ztj~ter, jro1:f )Jr. Jlcnevnoldf;i da1;B~' ·"-U).lI Jl", '1-940,., 'tn 
tLYrtch. :be sic.1ied'i;h;Q1; 'IT tziClll the Pr.lJlf'ldfint.J.(I d'tlll'lre", ,08 r:e1.1 c~ tha'6: 
oJ' "Iih e a{Jl1!~ld 38 ton" jha1; a cQ"raJ'41 ;obe c/': pe 7::c.du 'W~,th re ~peo-t; to :th II 
persons emplo].JfJd.. ' 

;llJ Qrde.t to pr~ uent: qlJlI r~lC~Urrenof1. oj 8uell ~ ~ t ;u.ett QB 
.~8' 'o.ocu rrdd t n 'Ch~ 00.8(1 fJ;f era-, P64'/.1~ ,z hf:ll1o' tDI1Uo,4' ~i1:B1;r~Qtt oq.s that­
n,> rqqufl~1:: Jor .t.~ve~~'Itiot;ton_ 01 pc.rllQn1'f:e1, of any Oover~~orl.tol cgencll 
'Is. .. to "be maae .u~le·Ba. -the. teq.uept~ 8 ~ad~ in 1:n"t"bt1f9 an({ s tuned, ~1J. 
-tho head. :of -6hot agenoy. FJ,&rthoTmo:r.o, t heve. ,Ur(fctttG' that 8'I10n r:hf1~ 
a:Joh 0. rIJrjH18t ~'S r4cetved and. otgl1ed tn 1:he 11!01mer 1r;cU Doted" on 
Af]emj; should. o.all and e:ca1Rtn~ tlaB.· p~r80n1te1. .tt1:t! to determ'lnil ~eth«r 
tnero: t.ir~ a.ny· tlSpttC1it! 01 thfl oo.sir -t1i.jJ~ l:1uulcl' i&'Q.rrant·o que.Btlon . 
oe1.fJO ra"lscd 06 .~O' the prop'rt<1tl/ .or d~8'trtll?~lt~1I ~J' w::k1n!)' a ~ oha.r ... 
qp,te'r tnvds~'ga.t.ton" ,Gild tha.t II 't'h'-'r11 ,"p". th:ls r.atter k9 -called ~o 
QlI per.Bohal. o'6tan';tton b,ejo)"e. -Phc ,:&nI16s.tigC1:lrl,on. t'.: "U.ndart~kBn·. 

_, .For III!'ur tn.toriztf;1t·l, on.,J :r wantea ,ou to !i'~0l.'1 't1iot I ·'u~l1ti • 
lDr~t't;en '(I.' p,~r8onol ·noto. 1;0 1(rs • .lloPtlctJelt,,: e:pre8slng mIl reo'NJ't 
th~t 1;1lf.~ tI'l:tuctton.h.od'o;rtssn and had caused he~ onll onnouanoe. 
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!n her r~pilJ.~ a. ~s c4vt Bed Cit t1:o.t ~he unde'r8'toc~ t1:et crJ ~nU~B!'" 
tt9~tl o~ U!a~' betng Etade oj lIt BS .l:'a:[.lrllia ThQtlpllonJ end thct per.DonB 
W87'e r:c1r1I1Q 'l'rqutr~'j$ 0.1; 1.lt ~B T/lompson"' 8. apartJf!ont conctlrn'lng h8~ 
OOtn08 and ootatngs, at cetera.. r haut! odvt oed, 1:7'8. 1l008tiV81·~ -thai 
thta iJurecu 1:0.8 not~ pn:2 'Ur no·t m.o.k~ng· ·any 1nVttBttgc"tton 01· 
lItlS.8 T~ompson..1 ~Ulq ~1:a~ 't1:e J'cir~te8 who have bd~n, .aak'lP!l the 'l~­
qu trfcts 1io t.n ~.ch she T'e.f~r7'ev. (J,re 'not qcmneoted lDfth -t1& is ~urecu. 

He Bpe ct/UlliJ , 
, ' 

\Joh'n· Edqu."" 1100tlIJr 
Dtreqtor . 

,. 

. , 

~--v .. r , I 'p. 

, , __ -~-·----__ ~.rr----~·J r --'----~ 
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9rl!bl!ral iSurl!qu of :n,tul!stigiltion . 

1!Initl!b ~fatl!s ill!partml!rit of IJustirl! . . fl/ 
masqingforr, il. QJ:. 1) 
Ja~uary 29~ 1941 . .. 

llElfORAllJJUll FOR THE JJIREOTOR 

~:!" It. It.- 'I'«L!D.-. -

)It, FOlI."N4J .-.... 
,..~. nll!..lll-- . .,., 

y. ~ •. r.L'~.u1'-_'.-" 
.. -to ~.:. :/".- • ' •• ~.-
~,.,. "\.l! ........ "'-.--•. 
)~r .£l~,;~ -en. .... _ • 

On January' 28~ 1941" .I haq lunoh with Siq,ney ~herwood~ 
Assistant Secretary 0/ the .Nati·onal JJelense Aduisory Oommi'ttee .. 
I in/ormed Mr. Sherwood that he had'p~t the ~ureau~n a dilligult 
spot by' reque~ttng an inues-6tgation 01 ~g.tth' B. He1:fn" ~ecr.etalry 
to Mrs. Ro.oseuel-&. Sherwood state.d that; :the i nue,stiga"f;i'on 01' 
}/r.s. Helm had ·been initiated with.out ,his know.l€!dge or"tihe knoiD-
le~ge. 61 any 01 the ol/tctal? at the Delpnse Agyisory, pomm~88ton~ 
he l' name appeartng in a :J. ts1; 91. names '01 people 01 whom th.er:..e 
were cibo'f,tt lilteen" who are on: tile. payroll 01 t.he Advispry OOTfl:':" 
mission put a~signed to duties 4t the Wh~te Hous~. Sher~ood 

l' stateq. that he had tal1red to both, Mrs'. Rooseue.l;t. and lirs. Helm 
~ 'on 'the telephone about this ma .. :t*~r' :~nd tfhat he hiLd a~sum~d jull 
~j respons ibil it.y ,in bf!hall q/ the Gommil!sion lor the inqest.igation; 

'\) ~ Sherwoqd .. clgimed- close p.ersonal. acquaj,n.ta1J.cesh ip :lD.~tp both. }Irs. . 
Rdose'l.{elt .and 1Irs.' Helm. He s-ta':bed that he hag lnlormed. Mrfi •. 

~ Qp08_e~elt t'l"C?-t the inuest .. "gat~on had' be~n, ~pe.cJ!/i;cal1.y reqp,ested 
"J ' 01 th:e FBI by th~ Delen'se Ad.UlSO'r.y Oomm~sslon In a l"etter p·re.:.. 
~~ 'pared .IQr his. s ignaturl!? ,butt~dt ... ·he .~ae . n~t n'oted .Mrs. Ifelm,ls 
_~ name In the llst 01 peop1:e to be lnvest,lga:ted.. He "s,{;at,ed. 1;hat 
'''' }lrs.,Roosev~li;!was bl.i·stering tn ·hin-: 'denunciq.tton 0/ the ,t'ntttdt'rton 
\\~ ' .. 01 thi~ inveattgati on and that he" ~1ierwood~ tqok th~' fu~'1: 
'1 respons,tb~li,tll lor the rf!gues.t, ~ndec:uo'rt..1Uj:.~~' .e~pIa.in thdt thtl 

n~me had not come to an.yone's attentlon" ~elQg b~t Qne 01 some 
]/j 500 names.. ~n. the payro,llfi upo~ ~hom investigations we.re b~.7,n,g 
re~uest~d. Sherwood' $tdted that of' course i/ th~'name hag cQme 
to hts atte1rt~O'n or il it had com:~ tQ the atte~tion 0./ .you person­
ally, .undoub1;edl·y :i;lJe inuestiga-t·ion would .have b.~en. il!Up,edtately 
dt8con-i;.i·nued. Slierw-8od stated ,that; he told Mrs. Helta t.he same' ~ 
thing and that 'both' she ~nd'Hr,s. Rooseveit ~ook th~ position that 
they·,d~q, not, wan~ any clerical ormi'1Jor em.ployee reprt'manq€!d or· 
censured 10 l' tlJe conducttng 01 'thjs inves.tigatt. on. 

She·rwood stqted that he knew nothing about t;he in"ltiation 
.,01' thi~ investi.gq.tion although o/course it wa~' ld:s respons ibtl t-ty" 
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tha-c as a matter 91 I.aop when Soli,oiJ;qr General Biddle oontacted 
'him by telep·hone..~abou"(; the mgt"f;~r" he den ied that 'the Commtssion 
had requested such .an inves'tigqt'ton" leel'tng that because 01 
hi's personal acquai,ntanceship with lirs. Helm 1J,ewou~d hape' 
recogni'zed her name ap'pearing in any l.'tst. He ,stated that; sub­
sequently however he ha~ checked and determined that the investtga­
ti on ,had been requested by his ollice in a letter bearing his 
signature and that ·lie had so inlor:med the Solicitor General. 

Sherwood reiterated on several occasions the laot that 
he had accepted the respons ibil ity lor the 'in'itiation 01 the 
investigation, both to Mrs. Roosevelt and to JJrs. Helm. Rear;;;; 

Edwa rd A.. Tamm. 

'. 

If 
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. . . ~~nt~~to cdbloa yo~ ~hQt ~~, rov~e~­
~PD the' .namlts 0/ ptU'Donp .upqn f;'ln;:a. 'nvftB.t,'Jpat'lonS 
have b~on r~9u64~ed bU ~he ~dv~,oru Coa.'~$jo~ 
io ~h6 aouno'~ 0/ Na~~onal Dalonoa th_re.WQD·/o4nd' 

-t~lf none. 01 JlU,fihjano, V. l1u;ielt. Apa IlablcJ in/o"n:JiJ,­
t'on ~nd~o4~ed thct: ~hlQ Doman ~8. QQajonp~ *0 
th9 Fh.«ta l1o:uae ;cnd . aOO(l.,.~UnDlJl, r h~~~. 't"D~C::~ '.-

.. ina·1;,..ucr6'lt1'ha tJ'l1Jh'ln. ihtl. Bureau' :~tJ oonduo.1i nD 
1nu'iJ:tt"a.-t'lon '01 ih'l"';,'~man." ,r"" Adu'vorlJ (Jom­
.'ooton to tho Cl?uno'l 01. JiGi~onal lJ,!/onlJfJ 1140 
bfa~ ~~/6r.A~a t~Qt ~h~ £~~~au,~'ll not o9ndu~~ 

. a~ ''ltftlBtlttgo.'tdqn 01 ffU~h!Qn'fJ' rlt .nulI'l~~ 
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.' 

lJiap(1¢'b~1.~lh 

.. ~c)h~ ,£do"'"#'! 1JO,otJ •• rt 
. J'Jfr...otor' 
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1m; ~THJ ANE 1] :'~UJAELT 
SPECIAL 1J.l~uj;RY 
THE,ADVISORY-C(>MMISSION 

, , N 'This 'is ~,reco#d on the abOv~ drite Lfr. Lam:ence .A. 
~elcli, C~of':I' Invtul~igat1on 'SoQ~ion, AdVie~' Co=1o~ion to the 
'CO~c1:1 ot lic.tional De~el1so" ·tolephQn1c81ly co~tactcd tho fti~r 
o.~vls11;lg .{t l:o,«?tcr haa been d1r~cted ·to ~b~: .'Bure:1.u undor d~~o .. ~ 
J'ahUnr,r 27., 19~.J .rcki~e;jting t~t '~i1vest1fPlt~on~ -or EDITH B. ~ 
·Slid 'rJlmJ..AliE V • .ammL'l be' diBCOlltimwd. He adv1:sed' 0 . thooe . .' 
1nd1.~dUiI8 FerO aSDif'-le,q to·,:the Whito' UQuss .detail. Mel ·~uted. 
thilt tpe Of'tl,ce of ~o lToo14ent had: .con~ctod l:r!' '~1~o7 ~onood 
c~S, 1(~~ tact ,to' 111s ,t;z.ttont~on :ll!d mstt"Ucting that those !:n-
veeti'tr-ltiono 'bo d1acon't1nlloci. ' 

Mr. ToI,!>!,'~_ .... 

Mr. C. A. 1'_!8- ---. .r .. ......n.. __ 
Mr. "., ..... __ wo_. 
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JJEllOnANDUJl FOR 'l'liK AT!I'ORN.8Y 'l1:::iI'CRAL 

~ "tth lur~ho.r :re.tere7Joe 1;0' my ·11!e.7:J~:rdndul1J o/,i'anuorl( 24, 1941~. 
·tela'tit.v..e to the ~nvqst'tfJott on u;b t ch ,waq requ~iJted oj' th.t~ Bur.e~u 
by tke~5i_l!...(s~rll :ComJitlr~t'on to ~ht! (Jo.u.nc:ll .0/ J/a.t~otJol De.fense, .~~ 
lContod to qqote, ~1i1r j'.oJ:l,ow!',.,rrletter do.-ted 'Ju:lV,11:, 1940; ad~resi1e~ 
11p lIOU by J/r~, "'J1..~!!L~.BJUJD.old~J .Secre.tq.ry, ,#i:I.vt fJ0r-U C07Jl7jd sst on. 
'to. the Counctl oj Na't1:onal JJejense:' , 

" 

\ "I ~rQnsmtt herewl.t1J, a l'lst 0.1 emplpyee-s "'In the Inj'orma­
/ . t'&on and pto1;t'stfc8 .ptv'ls1cui ~f 1;"e .AdvIsory CommIssion's 

, ~ V· o.tJ'tce. The ji,rst sectton oj tn'ls l'~B* .oim;at:'s-ts- oj the. 
names ,oj tndt vidZJ~18 nom:01ly d~slgno1;e4 to oontoct 1;l;e' 

,....". • Yar" and N~JJY Depttr'f;r::e'n"/;a and' 'to C.OiH!ult the:' 'f't. oonj'l.denttt;J.(. 
.,0 ,,1 · 11.).68 •. Th~·· 'oth,,'7' sef}~'l,on ·0" 'the .. l·'l.$~ C0118.1 eta oj all 
, '-'.' i j.o"t1;e.r e7np1911~Aes 1~. :that J)fV'~'D'lon wac;: ~orl:lalIll 'OQme, tn -

I '-~~' I r ·contact ri1t~h th~' J1:4ttllrflll 'O.b1;o:tne.d. 

~', f l' nIt fa -the l'rea1dent,18 deDiT'!, o,!p that; ·p.r·the~COJiJ..1!rtlj .. -
:::-._! r at on~ tha.i ~ cdr:i1fUl '(fhapk be'~ aoae i;!i·th :respec't 'fiQ each. 

~- ',.: :Endt tit'duel '1AVQ~l!e~J bg.,t par,*tc;uhr·ly ~lroaa on ·th~ tfr:rg1;, 
:~ "\:'A.. ;set;tton '9/' 1;/1,(1 ,+1.~t;J: .tor t1;~. purpose. 0./ ma.1rI~g·:illf7.:'e,' 
~, '1;'1I4,'t 't4cl1.e pt!rsons are' 'dependable ~~d ,;tuat'l.ty 'tn.e,· ~ru8t; . 

. plac(1d, t J}: -thea. . 

I. 
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Sc'tt'onal DeliJT}8!J.,,· or 1>11 Jlr' .. 8~dnBzl.She.rVJoOd, A8stB"tan1; Seoretpry fJ.! 
~he Aduts,o r,y Oom:di18j on 1;0 ·1;1;0 C'qunotl' oj' /;c"fifbncl Cej(!nl18 t', TlJ,e. 
request /01" th~ Inve$1;fgat-lon' of lIra. Gcl-n was 'oon-ta'lned 'i'! a ~ot­
~er da.ta~ Cdtobe~ 29~ 1940, contc~n1ng It/teen namea~ ~nd wttho~~ 
any tndtca~"on dB to i.?ho 1;1i~1I were oth.er 't1!'an -the .fu:rn1-Bldnu Of the 
nall:e,; and among the'tJs t&QB the ,nat1o oJ' Ed~-th P., Helm. In .ltne'. wtth 
thi reqtr6st ltJ/~:Ech wQ8 1!Od8 by )Jr. J.:cI;e.ynolds tn htlJ lo'tter oJ' 
Ju.ly ll~ 1040~ all su.(:h l~BtB 0/ names /lavlt' betm u'lven pro'£'lpt at-
tent;" on b'lI -t1i i 11 Bureau. . 

t understand tha,~ -the up,y AIrs. De).~ '8 nerne- OC"8 'to· bo 
8~1i-t t I) the ,Dure~u !DCS' tha1;'~e t s' 'oar)'''~8d on the pall roll o/.. th e 
.Advl'sorll Colmn1sst 0(1 to the aounctl' oj /(attonal ,Dofen8e~ andcipparent11l 
the pJoooedure 1~ that ,age.n~U has be~n to merely l'l~~~hq names on 
the poy roll tn ~he -requests made jor Inve~ttgatt oniZD"'tl,o~t .an1l 
ona11l,ats oJ' the ~dt1nttty Of "the enplolloe.. ThfJrejortJ,~ this Bur~!;JU 
14~'" JJp"/; q~8tt (me~ t.he !la~ton oj' tho Advfoory CCJl2m~ ~~t "n, to. 1;he, 
CQunct1. 01 JJ"at'l'o~al De.fens.(J 0$' to· 1ihtf naJ:!C8 8~leQt~d, bli. 1;he74 a~d 
·forwarded 1;.,0 tit ~s- Bur.eau·. :r lIiCJ.nJ; t.o r::aTro t1; ver.y .delt rU1;olll c~eaT" 
-t;,110t; the Bur~au' dtd n,ot- ·11CllJO, .~ny'f;fttng. 1;0, do 'lDt~h ·tlle '8 elec'tt on, 0.( 
pre. Helm·'a .nome". arid fn ,fact d'Jd not; ~:no" lIJhc,n "the nome ~8 sent; 
to the Bur~au and the requcs~ made j-or the ~nveBt~ga~t9n 01 her¥ 
that she ~s the Qocto.l Se,i::re~qrll at". 'the Jrh'lt~ Up-use. . . 

;C, wo.uld 1 fke ,tcj lurth~7' potnt out tho't" til,! Bl:'roau dt d ,not 
'l!pe1t th'ls lDR'rk~ ~u~ ad 1/01, wfll' note,,, 1't w~~ aBs.tgne.d. '*9 t,t, 0.$· ,0 
re.sult ot the let~e~/ro~ ~r. ~~~~yn~l~~ ~~t~d ~uly ~J! ~S40j tn 
whtall h~ st~ted ,*hqt i-t ~a~ the Pr.e8~den'ii·'B ~(jBtr~'J 'as· ~ll' as -tha.t 
Of thp O(Jmlnt ~~Ioni that a 'oarejul check be. ,r.tado w'(.:t;h "respeot to, 1;JJe 
perqons. employed. 

. .In. Qrder to p.,.,e:l)e~:fr any 1'sourrol]q,ti' .o;t ~uch 0 8~tuQ't1 on 
qt1 'pccu.l-red tn :thf! C08e. ()/ )Ira,. !;el1:l;# I ha y~ 1!1B.ued lnd'i;ruQ'tt QliS :thcrt 
no' raq~e8t; .tor t nve8:~"'oat'on of,Pt1 r:Jo'fmel, 0/ .(my. qover7imen'tol Goebel! 
'tao ,~o b,e Moe U7J~ea8. ~he reque-lJ't' :t.s m.g.4.", tnl:Jrt-61.ng ani:! 8 ~gn~d b.lI 
tho' hea.d of' that buenoy. Fu.rthormore j :t /.lave c:Ur(!oted 1;het e··lIft" r:1:en 
8~oh Il rQ'tpf!'81; t·s roo~ttie~'(md' B'gilt~Cl tti ·thD man~er '.ndtcilted", 'on 
Aaent ~hould cell and e.:i177~,~n~ the' jJtJr80nn.el J'tlt! t,o ~et.er1t&~1ie" L'*a1:her 
~h6.re a7'~ any appe¢1;a oJ' th~ Qose th~~ ~oUld ~arrant ,0 question 
beina rat~e.d. ClS. '"to the pnoprtety or d~s1robtl't,ty' of. maKtng a char. ... 
ac,t~r t'nptJ·st,tgO'ttolli a.net "f;hq.1; 'I ~,h6.rf! "8# 1;1&..1..8 rr.c;ttar be 'calltt" -to 
7:11/ per.8Qricrl ,attention before the tnves1;tga"btpn '1'8 un~e,rt(lken. 

. Fo.r yo.Ur ·tnlormr;rt~ Qn, I lDantqd· ilo~t,o kn'Ol;,1 th,at; .~ h~l1e . 
wrt~t8ri a p~r~onal noto ~o Mrs. ROOBovelt, e:pre8~'ng my. regret 
-tho.-t-th~q ·S''t·'6uc:f;'ton hod Q'r'llHln 'cnq h.a~ oau~~d he.',. an.v ~nnou~mce, 



. . 
o 

In her rep~lJ;" lI.he ~dvt Bea' .roe. 1;r:c~ 8he U,naera'fjpiJd thCl~ on "1Jl1ell~ 
-ttgott on 'was bet'n(] t:a~£f oj JJJ. 88 J.!QJ.v~no.~ho73p8.onJ 'on4 that pfI'rl'ionS_ 
l:~r.6 Jr.oklnf} ~nqu~'rtIl8 ot JB~ti l'Tiomiscrn.TBp:jSttrt1!lent. J)oncllr~'ng her 
001n(18 an(i comIngs., et c,etera. I ~~ve allot 8StJ. JJr8~ ROPfle.u,fJ-l.'t; th.al 
1;h~8 Burv.ou has not, and ta Tio'tJ.'to1:tng ciny 'tnya~'t.tgt;,''t1-on 9.f 
Ni~a Thomp8onJ and thqt. the pcrt1s8 who halle ~e~n.~k~ng t~e ~~­
'1u'lrto8 :tio 1Ch£'clJ '3h/1 rej'errdrJ. .eire not con~~ot~d ro~th -thjl! J1ur,~c.u • 

. n 

.To'lin ·~d(jar Hoover 
D'lreo:l;or . 

. " 

. . ..... 



.: 

Mr~G~ Bo~~Cl . -
.Fe4er~ J3Urea.u -ollnYes~1gat!on , 
Urii ted states Do:pDrtllient. of' Juotice, 
.Rqcflt; ~66, :~n.ited, .sta~ea Depa"rtz:umt or 

J'upt1 co J3ui;1~1ng 
Washington:', D~ ,0. 

-

o 

.. 
, ' 

, YoUr .tte.rrttoD tlJ :1nv1t~ to- tl1-~' ~ec~nt .1nve~t.1~at10ti 
'Wb1cb. !ia~ ll:d,tiatod by ,tofte- ,Burc~l\~. conc'or.uing ~Mrs.;. F.d1 th 1). Hclii . 
at- tho _roq~~llt of' The .AdV1B~l'l- ,f;l~8:s1on -to ~e 'Ccunc~1 q""t )"11 

Na~onaI·De~en8e. ~ 

COMMUNICATIONS. SECTIOtt 
MI. Nat_ . : "'J' i" I 

~,. "*'!'!I-...,.-o:-- ttl A ·1 1- I; ,0 ' .r.I_, .... 
• r.!J,*,J-: ..;..:~~!" _.;_; * JAN p2.,9

M

.1'941· L 
• r. ,UcIIO" l: '\. 

4: d • 

Mr. "~...,.. oJ,' FEDERAL BCRfAU Of INV£$TIG' I !C' 
. ." .!lI"'! .. ,. .\!. S.- DIfARlME1jt l?S)USTI. E , 

, . 

PI'. "rM1 ~'_,!""'.""_'_."!"' . 
• I~ ~* "" ••• ; .~~- -
;, , .... I • ~ • r 

, . 

,i 
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Eft,'I':PE,iJ 

li~t.' /Z!7"tj)a'r. 'NJ!llra::ccr;~ f~O "nu(ictl;3tf~!'t 
6rXra. r1~t) ~.~~~l~$ r ~~,u;~t ~ou e'~ld C6 tn~a~~ 
c~tt1j ~n k?;1.~=~1'l1:j t~1f tin r,::;;inj fn~ufr:r .c::r:2aer~f:'J .. 1 
t~d ~t3~~3 ccncrgllu ~r o~~ltc=~fd l~~ a;~~t~~~~Q~ 
'1;:1 ;:':tt At!~'toril .c'Ol::&JD#~t\l1 f~ -:~a t";.t~oilOr r.:t~'loni%l 
l~fc~~a~ I ~~~ pd,jD~j t~~t t~a rr.~"do~t ~~j ~lv~~ 
~~d~~t~a orcora to tho 1.~~1e3rj ~t~1~of¢~ t~ t~~ 
c"u:!<r1l' 0,/ ,t::1.~~O!1.:Jl :";::1ftt:lotr t~3t a c~~:Jl(ltt!. ~!'::Z 
~~o~~u~~ ~~~~~tic~tta~ ~~ouJa b~ ~o~~~~t:d Itt ro;jr4 
't~ all Ic~'1t1~~:,I3lt1 CO!"l'!;¢ct(t"J t1'1t;~ f~'Ia or.;.3:d~:;t1o" 
"r\t=~.,.d14dtf r:Jj' ~~:;crlr c't;r;-e-,.urIJ

• 

0:1 ~aeC:1bdr' ).7) 1:;401 a r·;>cc~fll. A;ttr;1;· '01' tta 
~:.cr':-3!.l cpn-t'otaj J:r .. ,':~~c!l ~ha1'r:~c:!. Ao~dct."l':1t . 
CO:1.,.ttt~r';J t,' 1:';0- 4dvttfOri! C~J!:J~:r~:ht:t t:J' t:':.1t C'~:;c';l 
q/ C~~tonal rbJCnDol ~~, Ot3tCd. t~~~ f~a P~~»I~o~i 
.~~~ af,r:tI:J.. ~;c(rl.tf.r; orc!erCi t~~~ Q (:c:r,la-ta ~:lcr: 
t~;orou~·z "'nw,~~$:;3t~on tr \o~lct ba con:!:...otod r"~:Jrd~nj 
~l 1n~1ul~~4 co~~ca~"1 c~t~ ~t~ !.d~~DQr~ OO=~$#o~on 
"t:1 t'lct ~Qt::1a"l q,f J,-:lt1ot::ll '!:O/"O:':3ti 7'4::ara{f::r:r 0/ t!<dr 
.tat~, ~~~ t~i~' df,j/~rt~ttat~on ~!~tDPc~q~.~ould 
ba ~~e a=o~: f~c c~;lo~eaa oJ· f~O c~e~~~D'Gn. 

j 

11 

1 
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:r 'thp~Qh:~lloU f:14)Uld be :ent~refJte~l' 

In tho ~Qnton~a 'ot'tbe ~t.tQ~h4d ~~=orane~~ 

r:ihtQh 'X j;qufI tttf!all ac.dreose<J,' tq,' ~lnt A-A'bQr.tUf!l 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 30, 1941 

MY dear Mr. Hoover: 

Thank you very much for your 
letter or January 27 in answer to mine. 
I.t was very good or you to write me in 

, detail. . . 

~ portion of info ~is 
serbd declassiCied for 

Very sincerely yours, 

'Use In "The FBI Stonrlt '\I 

Mr. Nathan •••••.•••.•• 

2\lr. Lacld.~ •••••••••.•.• 
"fr. Glavin •.•.••.•.•.••.•.•• 

Mr. Nichol ••••••••••.• 

Mr. HendoD •••••••••• 

Mr. RoileD •• ~ ••••••• 

1\11'. Trncy ••.••• • .•••• 

Mall GaDdy ••••••••• 

!".......................... 'I . . 

~ 

~ Don Wbitehca~. See :t'\l:..\) • " t:, ~ ; 6D JA ... ;l' for delaas. \\~~~~ 
~t.~. bel.' r rt...2-~S/~-J§X 

.k~ .. \~<Vtr-
~. ~ ~M()V 30 195~ 

NOV 29 1950' 
, 19 
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. r t~ln"t;'ht 1I0~ ntG~1; bit 1~ti.Jr.t:l)1Jtld. 

:In ~l3". o.ttaobc:rd Cop'J) 'DI a ~~()"'~:I(;t:J t:b ~-9'" 

,r tOCGV ir'anC':1.t'fttJd 'to ",'he Afforno". Cdnc-rdl •. 

A ponton or info this 
serial declassiffcd fot" 
'Use in .IThe FIn Story" 
tz!/) ~'!l'rI~~1. SOO t-J.-'_. l.. vI': de.ta;ls .. 

C'_M;~~~iiiCATI:"'~'; ~cCt \,' ~(~ 
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'* fE~ 3 1 ~14~1 * 
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JEB:.!iCB-

COPY 
h.vw _ 

1IE!lor,.lJC~'TI fQR. ~a-~., 'J.'I)LSO:1 
If.f. ~ • .1.. T !'.!.>td 

" .. J 
, '- w:i"t~!, X't.fe:rence t:> tb.c l}.t.'t;.,'1chod ;f11e 4eo..L.1ng "d.-t.n, the 

, 
, .. ' 

" t 
i 

, invQoti[1'lti')n of li!r.c. Edi..th ~lc, .1. do .lQt believo th,'lt this 
C3..CO w6.~ IJ'3.n:lle~ as it ehould ha..vo bO(.<l).. .1. !ur~h'.:'l'~~re d-:> 1.10'tt 

beli..~va tn'lt • wao turnichcd ~k tr.e info:r~ati?n tr.~t ~ 8b~uld h~ve 
he:l c:mcernul(cth;1s mn.tter 11L the ',)rigina,~ instanco. l l'(q.!:l iQf-:>r;ned.. 
'b.r i!l;r. T~ tt-..,::l.t tho :req1,1eat fro:! the. 'Aq,vj.st)ry CO:::r::li~3.io;}. to. tho 
.... oUnci.l ot Nat .. ')n3l. DefQno!: a,:idr~p:;:ej to :ne under d:l.te of" Octt)ber 
~9, - 1.940, was ~ ::1:Lneogra.pbed. tor,J. ' '2hat -is ~t, correct. It is 
true tb:l.'~ :in ti~e 62....60,5).2. ther(' is a t1:lJ::teO{;1'A9hed, C?V.f pf the let-
tel' of Dctober 29th, but-;Lc~ .rUt) 4?-, r.''3:3J4 th~r,J io the' origj.(1~l, ' 
04" the lette:r :fr.o:l, ilr. Sherwood, frO,..l."v.rhich we al>pn:r~n.t).Y' 'nm.1e x:;tin(:o .... 
grcphcd copiC$. ' 

. In~ortie~ th~t tbero may. b~ no ~ccurro~ce or a ~it~tion 
Qf thifl. kind, I w:t.nt t.') direct. (1) tb-:.t n'l inv d , ? ~:,!! ... :tUe ..... 
::lq.de of' an n' ,~l .~ y: ~ntnl;" P.S~.MSlt .un~iii~ 
re. es gr u h :i,nveft~i~~~!lJ".!:.?'~~i~~tp.R"«i" 
lien: 0 at oflc.ncy. ;Lhin wil.l not 4Ppl)" in caGo:} wtere. tt.Q er.:a,loyee, 

~iQ ch~rgea w~olntlon ?f ?ome ~ederal Statut~ over whica thi~ --
BurealJ. b::;'$ pr~ jur,isdtcti'.)n. (2:) When ~))eh a l'eque/Jt for an 
iDvcstigati~n ~s ~~, the Wa~h~ton Pield Office eho~d have an 
Agent ~:::unediatel:{ jnopec1; the persottnel file t:> "ls,certal!'l whether 
there are .ilr:J.'1 as~cts of the _ ~ace, th~t }Vou1.d o3kf) it inadvisabl.E}, 
incxpQdient, o~ uaacsirable to C04luct an ~vQstie~tion ~f that 
e::nplo-/Qe. u.., :inv.eo1l1p:at:io:-i. ;i.s to 'bp in:l,tiate1. ll."1tU :Jucb IDl. 
c)"'~!l.tj.on of tho pers~1'¥\eli"Ue has been !!I[;.de. ...r any: unuot!~l. 
llf;pE)cts ar~ notoJ., t.h~ ~tter shoul'l thon 'be b:r2'.!g1t t, 1!r'/' I'c.:r-
son:.tl attention before .an .inve;;tiga:ti.,n 1.s Wt:J.4ted"" 

II AgQnt in OhllrjJe ~f the i'~s~ingto:c!' Field Office ,thoroughlY' und~r_ f 
' :}'!'iU you plenae sec th:1t all ~upcrvisor~ and 'the 

~ stan.i tb:tl? procedure ~nl adhere to it ~tI;i~tlr. '. 

, 
r-



~.t',I' "'" 
~I 
.. 

.. '~ ::;t,,>- _ ..... 

February i4 .. , 1,941 

'JIEJlO'HANDml FOll If!1.·.·.1fAPTJI'gIr F. l100U:1RE 
TON A {]SIS2'ANP TO '11tht A',lTORNEY (}!:NERAL, 



. t 

Mr..i .... -+--,,-> 

." I':"'~' 
Mr. C'«1I1' 

III', , ...... .,.. .,.e..... ' 
.~. LlIU ____ ~ 

II .. Hlt ..... -'--"'-­

'1fI1I"" .......;--.;........; 
IIr. cart ... ~ __ 

r 

o 

ThQl'O is cot, :o,,;t h~)%'o1~er '8 b'rJ"ot' GU:;=ar.y 
of our oxpori.enco w1~ tho, ~Vo"~e$t1on, ilt th~ ~r"C?JlIlol 
o~ cx~cut1vQ dopartQonto and a:::e-~c~O,8 tl.rld tlio 8tatli90t. 
etfo~8 'blde ta t;Jl101t '4'0%% tho Dopar~n~a :olo~ut nl1nS 
tor the n~catl to ,lollen; in tho accoptan~o, -ot, D,\iq~ ctieOD..: 

1011 'Will i'ooall tAat bo~g on ,Jun~:,6S1; 1940, 
1nye3ti:t~t1op8 ot this :t.~' ~ rcquo~tod byI tb~c.~<!t __ 
~~~Y10~~_t;(j.:lOiJt.,Jln~1;p .... A4~.flO'q -C'o::nso1on to't.ho ' 
CUUWo11 at r;~t~~l~~t~.Ml, and bY' ear.lt'19~; sovoroJ: JiUli­
drod luid beon ~f)~d upon, Mob on an 'e~o~to ~lOphon1c, pr' , 
telographic ~S~8. Tho 1nd1~Qr.l~to r.tinper 1n wb1eh thOSD 
%'cqUO::tt,B ~ro forwarded ,to tho ,Suroa~ ~3Ulto~ in tb~ 1)r.b8;'.. , 
'ra.i'Jc::ont 'Which arooo out,' ot tho 1'nYooticnt10n ot trs!t ~d1th. JJ., 
:!o~coC1al 'CCOl'Otar,y' to '1:rlJi, 'r.oo.::ovolt. " 't ' , j;~ 

Tho 9.~v1oob1lity of him~ 1:4~tor.8 of ~h1~ t.ypo 
ltUJ d1lScucood by you 1t'1th the At\o~9;Y GOnm:al at wbloh t1::l.o 
he- ruled ae;dnot thq, a.ccoptanco by tli10 B~u of any' ~cqi:.oa.~ 
tQr tho 1nvestiC.:1tio!l of an o::ployno of &mother Govermilontal 
dopart:::ent or agency oxcopt upon 1netrUot.i9nS fro:1 his ort~ce 
and' oxCopt Uiuior j~ad10:t1Ql'i or the .Exeoutive. Dirootivo pro­
. ,eatcd in accordanco.with Seotion <)A ot'thq natcl! Act ~ 
Seot10n 15 (8) of tho Etlorgonoy Rollof Ao't o,t 19U,. 
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t ... .. 
~ 

:' ) 

4', 
~', 

~ 
..,. 

~ 

~ -
. ~ 

• ...... 



" 

I, . 

" . 

• t, T,IHa _.,:...,.,---..1 
tI,. W.,..._----.. 
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J:Cts,9randu::1' 'lor tho' D1roa~or' 

1]0::10 'ot theo. turned out baCl. At that tJ,mo lOU n~tOd. th3.t biDeo 
tho Attorney Ge~e~.bad ruloc1'aeainst, thoi ~coptancc bT tho 
~uroau of suCh C~UOB .. , thoro 'WoUld. PC! no ~options and roquo:sta 
pn ~ ah9uld bO ref!u.t:ned -:1tb the: exp~~on :tlJilt. th~ acti~ 
1f35' "btieod tUpon tho ~ o~ tho .ri.t~6rnOi G'enOral. 

. 'T(lorclit1?or . o~ ]'cb~ .14, 'l941Y.o.u, ~am.ttod D.. 
·tKdO~d1l:l to J,1r. ~tth01ll' f. )!cGu1i."d outlip,ing tho,'on~ 
·m:t.uatioXJ ~ !Jf. that. dnto end po,rt,icUlarJt .pOinted (lutthat no~ 
1r.lthtJtilnd1ng. thq .trio; tho Att01,"Z1oy Qcnorq.l..ha.d dc~dccl 'thqBurc.au 
'RaG to ~o ~o. ib:VQlltiF~Ol.l of ant -P,cr.cC1l ~:l3~Ori 1¢0 

. CharCOG oithQr Qf pubvnr:sivo ~~t.i~t1c3 :orof v.to~tion of fa; 

. :rodora~ ·Gtl\tuto .. ~ rdqu.~~ \T0rj) boiiW clca:rcd. thro¢ his 
Ot.t1qq nnd 1'o~ ~ ~o Bureau", rc;toult!ng. ,:1n .placing f,ho 
P.B.X. 1noV;f.a.bJ.t 1ri i.bc .sa.m po!rl:t4op.· a" :1:t Ti:lB ~. 90!'Ol:'e, OpeD 
1i9 tho ~t:1.9a and. ~:Jiti,O::J 'roault1n;J frett· Dueh imr~:stiea~ona. 

tou. ~pcc1t.Lcally' .requested t.h;at. DO::lO detin1topo~cy 
be 'outll:nad 1n tho prOt:d.ac:s... ' , 

, ~qcQ1~g 'I1C)o·.~r to t~o .~randUt3, tho t::1ttor 
"JiaG' taken 'up 'Vorbnl.~ by Yr. Tcc::l W£th J4r • .l!cQuiro on februa.r;y 
~." 1941. ~ at ~ha.t tit1Q :adVisod.OO was ac:ldhiaaing a l:tctlO­
rarid'(II:l· t9 ~e n~cau ou the ·5Ub~Qot. 

S1r..cp :tJlll.~ dBto. :i'Cquoots for 1nvoBtigation3 01' 'th1B 
typo ho.VQ 'Continued tQ bc;J' olcnred tbrou.:;h t~o OffIco or tho . 
At~rn~7 00n0m;L end ~ri:otcd to thiu D~u and 110 in~tru~ti.onG 
in tho i::3-ttor or reply' to ~our cc::orand\l:l of Fc"!)ru:u7 14,- 1941 
'Or ,~.' ~f:loral roqu.eot ot Fe~r'UtU7 'lS, '1941 01' l:r. l:cGuiro 
Mil. boon .t'o~o::dng • 

'. . 

., . 
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!fQ~ 31, J 94J .. 

1/lJ,IJOlt.AllDTJ!.! I'fJfl rIfE MiBIf:,TAN7' T': THE A'lT'.ihNET OE.N,r,RAJ., 
JIll, MAUii';r.r i. Mcg/'I#! 

1 houe b •• 1l odllCsed by y,.. Tau 01 ht. (Uac/unton, ltIith 
1I0U cORC"""'J"l(l tli, _Itll,. oj tnlJlla:lgat'on 0/ p"IIBent. 0" p.:e",,'al 
oplol/ •• ' 01 u~,., Ouil 00I16"1lfumtal ogfmct ell Gild d •• '''et" flrp,. ••• 
Ill/ belt./, thot eftep,..c,.,nt proc_durc h CUabfl,..Of:h', ''' • .//«e'.". 
and wUl p,.obOblll ,.e,ult 'n S.,.'O"II J"ep(l"cu •• 'O~B t/ th~ pr~tH"'t 
pr~gJ"~m "8 cont'nu.d. 

fou 11.7'11 recall 'z:hcu, or'ghGlly, the "ederG.1 8urllau 01 
InuII.tCgat'on c(}nd?lcted th.e f"u?,st!90tto"lB (if p,.e8f'!'\t 0" ,:>11t41I1!tal 
•• pJ0I16 •• , I10t ",,1., oJ the ~epQrt1ltef1t oJ .Ju5t'". t'ut 01 t1'!e Li/tr. 
0/ P,.oduC't' on lfanagllJlu,nt a,rt Of the varCous "IoHona) :fe/nl/U 
ogtlnet.". Th'. prOOf/du,.. ~s l~llot;:Jf!d fOro Ohlost a Elf/a" 'dt~fJut 
0"11 d'fftcul'*l1 b~tng encountered and to.,.! til eOl'l.Dlet<fll/ Dot"s/oct~rll 
reault" 'n 80 for as the vor'ou, hgO"CCes ~ero co~c6,.ned. As 0 
r~lult o,f t."" con/us'"" cauBed by tht/ bUreaU'lI 'ntl6'8t'goiioll 0.1 
lira, HellJl, th. Du,.ttou 11GB '''Btrlj(:ted t., dt3<,on:,,.ue uii per.t""",l 
'.lIct8t.1~)oHon8 ezollpt 'Chose ,.el~t'1'Ifl to pr'84nt or por,elu.ICLI. 
tlaployeee oj' t,he .!'~8Uett Depa,.f;'lt.Snr.. As G retlult 0/ the dj.,C'on­
HlllloiS",. Of tltea6 '"uest 'paUon. bll 'the I'(!deral !.Jureou 0/ !nfJeB­
tC94ttOI'l, the Tr6Gt1u"lI J)f1pa,.ttile"t .s tntttaiBtf a progJ"olfa 0/ 
tl1u.et'oat'ng perso,,"ol for {;htl"'f.lice 01 PrOriucC'tm JiaI'HJpelIfe". 
Gild w,.ttUUJ other notto'~Gll .J6J'elteB 096.-1ctee. (he C'ull ~t1,.utc. 
Com~'8.'on 'S l'k6~t'~ conductCng per.o"~.l '"UII,tt10&IonB of 
c.rto'" ele", •••. 01 614plollca8 wt.o, 08 I t.I'HJc'tr.t.cmd 't, ore o .•• 'j.ill 
"f t,l'le C't1U S"rl1jce C10Cl8,/fcotcnn. :'htu"o tlJ gr"ednj',l up u·tt."'" 
~ l'reoaU"1I J)eportmll"t a lorg" 'nU6'st:C.7ottIJ6 ultH ruh.tch h 

J<.':""~o·Ung Cta qa.J"r .ffort to tPa. ,"UflBttgcH'O'l aJ' ;,,"/ll!ent CI'Icf 
.. K.~ant, 'ol emplOlltlfllJ ,,/t,," Federal ;10I1Bmllt"u. 1 cuu";",., iliot a 
"..,.(";~MIIrGb1e Quont'i., oj '''for''llot'on " b.'r"g deudopt>d upon ol)r­
"·"'.~"Bon8, port'culoJ"ll; appl~cont" for (!lISplollra.,."t '" t~tJ' [10116r,.­
.. "Hf.""iWW'I~ju~"ufc., ,.elatCvtt to the,,..uO:.IerafueJ octtu'tli1s, un-Alftlfrtcon 
.... "...a.ascc,~t "'ln8 ond nther detrhHr"~al tllj'oI'"J1.lQ-CCon. T.l:f. ute,.tol ,,, 
.. , .......... nt be'ng I"rworded tt' tite I'tlderol 8!l.reou Of [nl1,."t:f~~t'l)n desplt. 
M,."l.~b'.lact that the Bureau bi- ""'esfrl,mt{a! rlt,.edlve 18 l!"~a,.gBd ,."Bh 
....... lh~ ,.eBpIJIUfbUU " h01'\dlcrag ~hl)"B t1lpe, 0/ C(UleB. I.I!,.r nptlZd 
.. c..jft'nI" C;~tt"'M.&. 1If.1I~r4' ~nf.. "rOCtidhrf' :dl1 "uu.H tn the' 
.. ' ,.east.:f'1; D po,w·f .... siil is e bg db (J, 1.0 ~Q'ntcin I'!"I !~t)es~fpl'ld 1'(1 ~l U 
......... --- I MAr LED : . l 

.'" Y'r4tC;y __ _ 

t

t * JUN. ~ 1941 * I ( C (i·i 
• F-iDUAl 8Ijl!(~1J (If 11\\,[STI:;&11011 V" V 

U. S. 1J£I'U'MEI\I I). I\Ail\Ci: 

Mlu GarMtJ __ _ 

l 
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wh.ch bo.feoll", wHJ b. e!)nducUnli '''UJ~Q!$JGtCo".., 0/ 'lJbll"rB'l1~ 
oc:ttufttes. The slt'!otton is .ode ao,.. i,.colerable bfj the fact that 
t~. bQ.~a Idea 0/ ~ol1fno one e~ni~al r88.ruo'r 'n wnt~n ~~.ri1 wou2d 
b, lIO'"~at"ed all dato r.la't'ue to pU'enr:a fm~o9sd ,,, Ult.J1laBrteon 
OC,.U.,'ilea, whioh 'deal protlpted the Pre.'dfmt'8 dfJatgno'fo" oft.he 
Bureou CUI th, coo~d'"a'U,.p 0.161\"1/, h 11&0d. sntlr.l" ''l6/.feCUl1(J. 

The T~.o.u"'Y Dfportmen, doe. not ,~l1. /'le. or 'n/Jr.ot'on 
upon ihe IIltln" thotl8ond. "/ per, ""8 It'~Q hou. lit'''" the eubJeetB 0/ 
Bur6au 'nu6atfgot'ons, ~~'ch 'nue.tlgattona reB~lted '" !he accu3uJo­
U on 0/ COlllpr.hena'vcr ifata con c~r"'n,9 the'" aubllers' VB Gnd u/'I-A",,,d eon oO'C'U'U... The" conrtot '"co";>,,,.nt, thf8 '''f"rllw·cf·n ''1 tlleir '~veBt'­
gottu. "'.p"rt. trttllolJt c(lnduet1"!l a complete II'HI • .sc'r,ot'on 01 the 
alJbU.~8Iu. act'uU.f68 0/ tl\f.'8t" ptlopllJ, o,.d f/"t1t~. f~ don_, 't"e~r 
JDOrt e0l'l4ltftut'8 0 ru,edle,o dupHeatfct'l 0/ havestfgatfr'n aJreodfl 
cO'1duct.d. I do no t bloll~ the 0/1' Ctl of !""'''duetC~'' Vonogftl"nt anrl 
the O'l'IS" ""t'"nol de,e"'lJfI O~'fl"'c'es /(t,. .olicUing and utiHzfl'lp t~e 
8.~U'C.tJ 0/ th. r,...oa/,,"u {)eport'HI'1t 'n;01.'£"9 t:ft(ule tl1l14?eCir7o'Ct rt I'J. 
CO'ldllcted. ~'h." those 0;'1snc'86 IflB,.e dell'ed the uae o,/, t!:.e i'.dtlral 
Dw~.au "/ l"ve.H~ot(f)PI, theil, Of COf~rtHt, had to turn"" rr.~aiever 
oth.~ ogs"cU W08 aua'lotl. 'n o,..d.,.. t~at ,a.e t"VBBt'patf~"B ~r their 
pe~.o"".l could ba ~o"du~t.d. 

2'"". cu,.,n'.trothn, o:lf~~"D ,,/ the IJou • .,.nm."taJ ogene' •• 
int.,.tlated tn "i~,,.g or "8totn'~g the B.rvlcee ?! nu •• ro~. people 
d ••• ~. on 'no •• t'gat'on p,..,.or,ly to d~te~.tn. the bac~grounrl Qnd 
lo,oltr ~f t~.i" •• ploy ••• and applfcont.. The fnve.ttg4t'n~. 
,,"dfnrJ~'l&l O~. n,,' "'.te"ded t" ~dfJt. (;0 tflt' tfJc.\nfcol I~f,ne •• oJ 
.ach p.~.on lor the po"t'on he '8 t~ oc:oupv. Thu8. th6 pr'mar~ 
pU"poa. 01 the ,nue.t'got'on. be'''g conducted by the r,..eo.u~y Depo~t­
•• _t ,. to determ:R8 the lO~QltN and bcc~9,.ound oj the appl'cant. 1 
bel' sue that aoa. etrtai"l~ Q aore sound cone}ue'on can be reGc~"d 
oe 0 ~ •• ul' 01 QQ 'Qu.Bcfgot'o~ COAductsd b~ ihe F.d.~ol 8u~.o. 0/ 
In ••• tfgoi'OQ •• th Cte tre •• ~doue jiloD ,.elatlng to un~.e"'(cQn 
oot'uit' •• ~hQn oon be d~own }rom on 'nue.t'gaf'o~ c~~duc~ed by 
oth.,. ogene'., "ot hall'ng the.~ ttle. or 0 ~eon. Of ottc(ntng th. 
',,/.r.o.'o" ao~tot".d In thea. Tho luiur. ~olue 01 the Bureau' • 
.f'l •• , ho •• .,.,.. f6'11 be a'I"ou81~ Of jl'to' led '/ they 0,.. ,ut 1rept 
ou,.re"* bU the add.t'on 01 '"j.o,.mot'on deueloped oe add.t'oPial l~veBt'-0'0.'0'" o~e '''''''0 cnnducted. lIthe •• 'ntlea~fgaUl'''le a,." conducted 
b w the 7·~.a.uro" Deporoma"". 0 .. Bora. otlu),. O[JtJnCii. It f B ottvtOCt-B that 
.he C,."u·.at'on ",Ill not "tloch tlltt flfJ~eau'" fU ••• 

I P oonctt,,"ed abou., tll.a aCt IItlt' on not p .. htcrU y b6'cClue. 
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o.,.to'" 00 ••• 0./ 0 'CliP • ./o,. •• ,.ll/ ' .. 110.t'gfUd bIt C". Bu,."ou 0". "0., 
''''119 hGllcJled b" ec.. Rho" a9~no'.a. but "eoou •• 0./ 811 t,.aelldo"a 
0/.110"0.1 ond ptI".ollol , .. ee,."et, fn tho P,.opflJ'" fU""tion'4ng 0./ t,,_ 
1UI"onol dll./e,. •• progroa. 'I'll. :8-."III,,'Oa Of lIIoat oj' t"_ '"tH'.UpOUo", 
0,.. p.,.&Ortl b •• P"l.g .. plOi/Q(J upon "ot"'I1o.l do/e'"HJ p"oJtlote. Moot 
D""G'nl~ the •• cu""11 oj th" qountry daaondB that th68. p."80". b. 
~ ""vu".t'oned lOllal~1I end that tho PQ"a~n6 ,.oBpolle'bl. for tho,,. 
.aplOIl •• "t "au. g aoapl.'c, tho,.ough o~d GceuroCe p'ot",.. 9/ th.',. 
bactgroundee I d.o r.oC bed '6ue t.~Qt. t~dI a.cur', .. 0/ 'h. coun'Cr" ".,Ul 
l •• nho~c.d 'I theee fAuc6t'~av'o~~ ore co~duc'ed tn thu ~re8.nt 
cu~be"BOGlC, fne/jlctont Gnd un~atiBfGctorli !Den".". 

vo,.~ t"ul~ I/ou,.., 
~-

J. Edgar ~ 

John Eaga,. "DoU.r 
n'roctor 

" 
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Director 

:(106 Gulf Uailrl111:l 
rr~n,. 'l'm8 
JUlio· 23" .1941 

FO@mJ. Dui.'C)Q.\l .of Invo~1eat10l'l 
T-:I~ni DIt C. 

~r~1. 

~ .. " ,. 

r lnva 'bQpn ildv:l.esod b.:r t;poc1n1 ~G6nt . 
n. L •. O!UllJI:::LL tlnt dU.rin3 tho Qr,qa~st -pt £:AnSOU 
and.ALLml, 11 ~ prOjro::l Od .,ttJ;;, :r.biCb \'130, 
h~. at· 6$00 P~·lf •• ~cby; ~o 15 .• 1941# fIV'Or 
r.OU3to.~ atBt1011. mz, 4 cot::leA~tor. eta.~ :tha:fi thO­
~v«)tJtiel1tion of." -applicants for potd~a nth ~hG 
,Offico of ;produotion J!lnaCO::lOxt.t. lule bean romovod f:ro::1 
iil1.o IrJVQst~~1dv9 ~ur1sdiot1on :0: t.bio ~nu, 

1'110 c~~tctor tnrt;bol' ~Wd tbat this 
cllo.n:;Q 1n. .1urit~Qt16n b::14 bc~on ocooc10.n0d by tho d1f'­
t~cult&oS ·~n~OUli~J."Od ~ ~bo :rocOl1t . .1nvost~~OJl 
'b.1 tho 'FBI ot tho· l;o.'Qkcro~d or ttr3. F, D. roOS:"V£L'l'i" 
DoOial SocrottLl.'Y ·~bo lnd caC:iO applicat1on. t9r·8 po;;1-
t10n nth tb6 .OPU. 

It 'ir:1a furthor sta.ted t~t thot1tt inv08~iEn­
~..fDs· wcul4. bo cOJtc:iUtltc~ by tho Socrot SO~Q 1n tho 
.I.""~. 

S,POO1nl AC~t8 I.. D .. lAO~·~q. D, t·. l!AAS 
:ni-co )3dtq'd tb.o b~d~8t.and vcr1f~.d th,o a'bQVo 1nto;m. ... 
't1Qnl 

! . ' 

, .. 
j 
.~. 
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June 16, 1941 

NEMORANDQM FOR THE DIBBCTOR 

Mr. Jim Strcbig telephoned to advise that last 

........ _--. .. _---

.. ----
.r.c. .... __ _ 

.... ----.r ... ".,_~_ 
"'-r---

eu.eninghe listened -tt)· a parT; of the Pearson and Allen •. 
broadoast. He stated that t?ey referred to an investiga-
tt on made by the Federal Bureau Of Investtgati on 0/ Mrs. .IV....., 
Helm, Social Secretary to Mr~. Eleanor Roosevelt, Mrs. Helm's -----
name having been submitted /pr investigative purposes by 
offiCials Of the OPM. The N~rrator went on to say that it 
appeared that all delense employees have been investigated and 
that the job Of investigating has been done by the Federal Bureau 
Of Investigation, that someone at OPM furnished the name Of Mrs. 
Helm not ~nowing who she was# that the FBI conducted the inves­
tigation without recognizinglMrs. Helm as being a White House 
employee until after a oomplaint was made to Mrs. Roosevelt by 

JJ.1: § • 0 lleJ.:ot • 
I I J I 

, ! d( '/ The broadcast then: oonttnued to state that as a. 
,11~:.:r-e8ul t Of this inoident the /inuesttga.tion 01 Government em.plollees 
,. in Na.ti onal Defense worlr was ta.rcen awa.y from the FBI a.nd has been 

turned over to the Secret Se;rvioe. 
, i 

I 
Jlr. Strebig wa.nted: to follow 0'1 thts and I ~nJ'or14ed ht.". 

that I had no knoroledge 01 tihe Ia.cts e:rcept that I "neID that .. thtl 
Bureau had recei ued names tnl the past J'rom. OPM and other GOuern­
mental Agenoi e8 and that we Ihad conducted i nuestiga.t~ ons 01 oerta.in. 
personnel. I told him /01' ~ts oonfidential 'tn/o7"7IUJtt on that tn.8 
Bureau ha.d recei ued Mrs. Helim" s na.me along with other, h a 
form.al request for an inves~tgation but tha.t I did not knowwno 
furnished the name to the De;partmerft 01 Justioe and that tt woe" 
oJ' oourse, no-t the FBI's res;ponsibtnty to question formal requests 
through preper cha.nnels. I 

I 

If a.pproveo, I wt~l aduise Mr. Strebig that the Bureau 
ha.s no information to the elweot that .the Secret Service has been 
designa.ted a.s the Agency to jconduct personn,l tnues'Ugattons oJ' : 
Natt ona.l De/ense employees and suggest that he malre i~ utr . 0 I 

the Socret S8r.lco. 'j 

:'~~~I 
L~O~ .,bt

i
. 

II 
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~ovemD~r 28, 1956 

.. . 'l;Jtere. ~re attached herefo pages 278 ?'1-". 
of . "'rhe ::JfBI ',StorXi A.·Repor,t to. the ,People!' by Don Wfliteqead, 
wllich cpntain da~~:'l~en fro.m Btire~u' file: 6~;"(J0512. ' 

_ 't .. • # • ~ .. j> 

. ~he iQiormatiop: from' the. fi,I~V!~s pe~sQn~ly' r,~'vi~vied 
, ;ind cJeclassgi,aq"by 1D:~ p~ior to the .autl.tqr' ·s,}lSe of-it in t~~ 'p.rep~r,t¢iqn 

of t~e Q~)o~,an~tpe c;l~arance .proc~d~r,as follqwed'i!J. tpe D.9,Ok \y~re 
.apPJ:ove~l :py'.the'.*torney' ~ener~.r by ~pp~opriate notation .o~ :.the '~~}:.'e~ 
ro~mo:t:andti.m 9~ J!l~t, 20, 19p6, outl!n!ngi,proced~res ~o .be fo~lqwed~ 

. '(62-102.693.;;90) 'The declassified data has.'been,underUned in red·on.,llie . 
, ~a,Ched, ~~cerpts~ , . . ". '. .., . 

. ,_ " _ . 'For' ~orrtple~~,'irlfqrzn!ltioil congerning·ciatad~c).,~sH:ied· 
"in:tt'fhe 'FBI f?tQry, r. ,$'ee 62/:"10269'~,:,,-?~~ _' 

./;:t. ,. {; p: ~,/,~~ ;;;..~ 
... ~~ ~ # • 'i. 4 ~ ~ 

'f\lQT' ~.Ec9RDEQ 

2: ,MAR 6' 1967- j 

, , 

ttAtCi9'1a57 

" 
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~. l:he.,.I.mL.wasJrequently-attacke<Lfot-niaking_illvestigation~ ... into 
FonimUnist activities and. _at times for making 1~yalty checks at the .. 

_,),request of other agencies. r 

I In one case. the story 'wen,t the rounds in Washingto,!1 that the FBI~.­
had been "caught" investigatjp.g .Edith B. Helm. social secretary to ti/ 

. Mrs. 'Franklin D. Roosevelt. and Malvina Thompson. Mrs. Roosevelt's 1 

, 
pers()Dal s~cretary. And it w~ a~ded that Mrs. Roosevelt had "ta1fen ~ 
the FBI to task.' . • ;:;::, 

:I'! _ ~Jac~&~case.~.ere"ttt~t Willil:!1!1, ~. MC~C¥D0lds.....sec.[ela.t.V.. "'~ --- . . 
" ·of •• thq, .. Adytso'!y' .Commisslon to. tbe! cp.uncil •• of .. ~altQ.g.~<tf~n~ :L 
'·\llwt...ll .. \'Xh\tx .. H(n~~ s~reta!y~§eI!t,~ .. !ru.t?I. .. to the_AttoJ.?1!y_Qs.Q~Jill ~ 

QDJJ!JyJ l~J.2.4.<1J§~~gJ~r_UQyalty_check.-oIl..$ey-eraLpe.tSoQS. 
Enclosing .. a..li~t of naD!~ Mc~y,!!9.Lq~, ».'I9J:: 

It is the President's desire, and t,qat of tb~ p>ll}miss2nt_~a! a. careful 
check be made with respect to each. individual involved, but earticuJarl~ 
those on the first section of the list, for the pumqse of making sure that 
tW:.sA.pcnQAA...~r..<!..g£P.md.M.l.e...a.p"<!.j\l!i~ify_tb,~.J@.S!.pll,\c!td..in.them .......... . 

J1U'~e ,m~n~h~ .. l~!:r., !ln0t!!~r ,.ljst 11m .. fifteen names. w~s_senuY~r_by 
~xnolds' assistant wit~ a wrjM~n reg~st that the ... FBI . .!!lns~.iw.t~_ 
I!P.c inve~tlg~..!.i.2n:.::..g~ .... of ..!.1!~. n!'.lt)~s, .. o.n .. th.~li§~...);'l~s.-Edith.,.B ... .Helm. 
~incp .. tp5US9YS.~t£!m~qm. an. office in the. W.hitiliQJJ~~..J_the_check 
If.~s...oii!.~ 
..lY.P~!U!t£ new~ of !h.~. ~~~g~~!lle~~~ti~!~. '!¥..1!%.~RC.£! 

9,n, the FBI. Hoover wrote to ~~j~r General Edwin M. Watson. the_ 
President's secre\W'..z..~Pl!i!m:!g .. !C?y! .!b~ .ms~.J.l!l,d_c!~~p.!?it an2 
l.le.sent a similar letter ,l0 ... Y ... !Ji,;.!ioosevelt. Mrs. ~9~s.ey~lt reRP~!;l_tp_~! 
$he~t.MJmrised by the investigation of Mrs. Helm and that someone. 
had been niaking inquiries about the private affairs of Miss Thomp'son. 
"~typ.e-9.f_il!xes.t.!g!!ion ~eeiii~~~o me ,to ,smack too ,much 'OCtiie 
GWipsunethods," Mrs. Roosevelt said. "[and] seems to.me_to_shoy! 
inefficiency' on .!1!e.p.!!.t,.2f },hs'B!X;SR!!, ?{.ho .'prst$.~~ .. !!::: 

HooveJ: lYmte Mrs. Roosevelt there had been no investigation of 
~jss Thomp'son bi the FBI a~lihar the FBI bad nothing .. to_4UiJIi: 
Mrs-Helm!.s...nam~...Jtelij~W...J:.e.£e.ix.e.(UW.mJb~leJIQuse ... 
a:u~s..<!..J.Q~neg!!!on;..<lL~':llDg~~~js~~.}.lJ-~f!i5}S~Y.J!P~ 
the part of the 'person who' ordered it," but said that the order had ' 
not-originated witJUhe ,FBI "and the inYtt~g~tiQn-had..heen..himdled 

'!!?-.'!'9'p"t!u~.f.9~J~l'" . 
\! Th~j;}m.:.iJ!.cld~J ;was ... C?BJY_l!...ftuQ'Yz but it was ... I!"small warning,. , 
~rUhcWJ.iDiculties and misunderstandings- that would geyeloe !n th~ ,;i' 
19~9ations of_its :Il}p!9xees during the C?ld War thl.\t' ft' c:::; to come. • ~, 

Excerp1; from pages 276~ 277 of 
"The ~I 81;ory" A Repor1; 1;0 1;he 
People" by Don Ylhi1;ehead 
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(jffi;;MMemor9ndum . UNITED STA4is GOVERN~f~l'fT 
TO Mz:. NICh018~ DAT.E: November 28, 195G 

M~;;S 
Edith Helm. 

• The~e 'are attached excerpts concerning the above-
captioned base taken ~rom "The FBI Story, A Repo:J;"~ to the PeoP.le, It 
by Don Whit~head published by Random ·House, 1956. The~e exce;rpts 
are from page(s) 276, 277 of the' book. 

The full text.of the 'book may· be found.in the~FBI ',.,ibrary. 

~nclosure 

If 
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• The FBI was frequently attacked for making investigations into 
~ Communist, activities and at times for making loyalty checks at the 
J request of other agencies. _ I 
) In one case, the story went the rounds in Washington that the FBI \-

had been "~aughtn investigating Edith B. Helm, social secretary to 
Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Malvina Thompson, Mrs. Roosevelt's I 

t personal secretary. And it was added that Mrs. Roosevelt had taken II 
~ the FBI to task. , 

(' The facts in th~ cas~ were th_at WiJIiam H. 'McRevnn1rl<; ~.I'''''hn'V "",; 

~: of the Advisory Commission to the Council of National Defense--, I, 

-..., and a White House sec~tary-sent a letter to the Attorney General JIlt. I 

on July 11, 1940, asking for a loyalty check on several persons. I 
Enclosing a list' of names, McReynolds wrote: ~ 

It is the President's desire, and that of the Commission, that a careful , 
check be made with respect to each individual involved, but particularly 
those on the first section of the list, for the purpose of making sure that 
these persons are dependable and justify the trust placed in them • • • 

Three months later another list of fifteen names was sent over by 
McReynolds' assistant with a written request that the FBI "institute 
an investigation." One' of the names on the list was Edith B. Helm. 
Since the request came from an office in the White House, the check 
was made. 

When the news of the investigation leaked out, criticism was heaped 
on the FBI. Hoover wrote to Major General Edwin M. Watson, the 
President's secretary, explaining how the inquiry had developed, and 
he sent a similar letter to Mrs. Roosevelt. Mrs. Roosevelt replied that 
she was surprised by the investigation of Mrs. Helm and that someone 
had been making inquiries about the private affairs of Miss Thompson. 
"This type of investigation seems to me to smack too much of the 
Gestapo methods," Mrs. Roosevelt said, "[and] seems to me to show 
inefficiency on the part of the person who ordered it!' 

Hoover wrote Mrs. Roosevelt there had been no investigation of 
Miss Thompson by the FBI and that the FBI had nothing to do with 
Mrs. Helm's name being on the list received from the White House. 
He agreed the investigation of Mrs. Helm "indicated ineffiCiency upon 
the part of the person who ordered it," but said that the order had 

:/ not originated with the FBI and the investigation had been handled 
,'/ in fouUne fashion. 

') ~ The Helm incident was only a flurry, but it was a small warning~" 
of the difficulties and misunderstandings that would develop in the ~. 

~" '~ government's investigations of its employees during the Cold War that { 
I ~tooo~ \ 

----=--- -

E:cce rpt8 from page8 276~ 277 Of 
"The FBI story, .A Report to the 
People" by Don iYh ttehead 
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