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USDA OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
iliillllllll United States Department of Agriculture 

January 10, 2022 

Subject: Log No. 22-00002 

This letter responds to your October 6, 2021, Freedom oflnformation Act (FOIA) 1 request to the 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Office of Inspector General (OIG). You requested copies of 
the final report, conclusory document, report of investigation (ROI), closing report, closing 
memo, closing letter, referral memo, and referral letter for 10 listed OIG closed investigations. 

We are enclosing 23 pages of responsive records. Pursuant to FOIA, certain information has been 
redacted and withheld as it is exempt from release. Specifically, in accordance with 
5 U.S.C. §552(b )(6) and (b )(7)(C), the names, signatures, initials, and other identifying information 
of individuals were withheld because release of this information could reasonably be expected to 
constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. Exemption 6 protects information about 
individuals in personnel and medical files and similar files when the disclosure of such information 
would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. Exemption 7(C) is limited to 
information compiled for law enforcement purposes, and protects personal information when 
disclosure could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. 

We have enclosed an explanatory sheet ofFOIA exemption explanations. 

You have the right to appeal 2 this decision by OIG by writing to the Inspector General, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, 1400 Independence Avenue SW., Whitten Building, Suite 441-E, 
Washington, D.C. 20250-2308. Appeals must be postmarked or transmitted by email no later 
than 90 calendar days from the date of the adverse determination. The outside of the envelope 
should be clearly marked "FOIA APPEAL." 

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and 
national security records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S.C. 552(c) (2006 & Supp. 
IV 2010). This response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the 
FOIA. This is a standard notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken 
as an indication that excluded records do, or do not, exist. 

1 5 U.S.C. § 552. 
2 Please note that due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we suggest contacting USDA OIG via email at 
FOIAStaff@oig.usda.gov to ensure a more timely response. 
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You have the right to seek the assistance of the OIG FOIA Public Liaison. You can also seek 
dispute resolution services from the OIG FOIA Public Liaison or the Office of Government 
Information Services (OGIS). 

As part of the 2007 FOIA amendments, OGIS was created to offer mediation services to resolve 
disputes between FOIA requesters and Federal agencies as a non-exclusive alternative to 
litigation. Using OGIS' services does not affect your right to pursue litigation. If you are 
requesting access to your own records (which is considered a Privacy Act request), you should 
know that OGIS does not have the authority to handle requests made under the Privacy Act of 
1974. 

You may contact OGIS in any of the following ways: 

Office of Government Information Services 
National Archives and Records Administration 
8601 Adelphi Road (OGIS) 
College Park, MD 20740-6001 
Phone: (202) 741-5770 
Fax: (202) 741-5769 
Toll-free: 1-877-684-6448 
Email: ogis@nara.gov 
Web: https://www.archives.gov/ogis 

For information about OIG, please refer to our Web site at www.oig.usda.gov. Should you have 
any questions or need additional information, please feel free to contact our office at 
(202) 720-5677. 

Sincerely, 

/s/ Alison Decker 

Alison Decker 
Assistant Counsel 

Enclosures: Exemptions sheet/documents 



UNITED STA TES DEPARTMENT OF A GR/CULTURE 
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL-INVEST/GA TIONS 

Midwest Region 
Chicago, Illinois 

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 

FILE NUMBER: Ch-3310-0001 DA TE: l(b)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

TITLE: ANIMAL WELFARE SURVEY 
rb)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

1 

CASE TYPE: Animal Welfare Violations 

SPECIAL AGENT: (b)(6):(b)(7)(C) 
r!:-b,..,.,)(6,,....):.,,.(b)"""'(7""")(C,,,.-) ----..L........., 

AnthonyV. Digitally 5igned by Anthony V. 
Mohall 

APPROVED BY: Mohatt Date: 2018.09.10 08:16:53 -0S'OO' 

Distribution 

------
ANTHONY V. MOHATT 
Special Agent-in-Charge 
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Business Services, APHIS 

I-Assistant Inspector General for Investigations, 010 
I-File 
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Ch-3310-0001 

SYNOPSIS 

This investigation was initiated throughfbJ(5J: (bl(7l(CJ 

(bJ(6J: (bJ(?J(CJ Animal Welfare Act. Criminal prosecutions 
(bJ(6J; (bJ(?J(CJ United States Attorne 's Office in l(bJ(6JI 

(bJ(6J: (bJ(?J(cJ ounty courts bJ(6J: (bJ(?J(cJ .__ _______ _, 

(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) 

b)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

(b)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

'd d • ( W If: A ' ( . b)(6): (b)(?)(C) w, esprea Amma e are ct v10 attons 
(b)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) 

(b)(6): (b)(7)(C) Violations of the Animal Welfare Ac (bJ(
5

J:(bJ(
7

J(cJ 

(b)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

b)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

warrants, and numerous convictions. (bJ(5J: (bl(7l(CJ 

rb)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

tb)(6): (b)(7)(C) I 
tb)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) 

(b)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

l~ii~i:(C) !Animal Welfare Actrb)(
6

); (b)(?)(C) I .__ ________________________ _, 

b)(6): (b)(7)(C) I 

* * * * * 
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(b}(6}; (b)(7}(C 
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United States Department of Agriculture 
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 

FILE NUMBER: Ch-3330-0034 DA TE: [b)(B): (b)(7)(C) 

TITLE: Animal Fighting Survey 
[b)(B): (b)(7)(C) 

CASE TYPE: Animal Fighting (Survey) 

SPECIAL AGENT: r!:-(b,.,.,)(,,...B).,,..; (b=)(,.,.,.?)(=CJ ____ _J 

b)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

ANTHONY 

APPROVED BY: MOHATT 

Oig!taly 1igned by ANTHONY 
M0!1ATT 
Oa!O: l019.0l.21 10:38:22--06'00' 

Distribution 

----------ANTHONYV. MOHATT 
Special Agent-in-Charge 

I-Deputy Administrator for Marketing and Regulatory Programs Business Services, 
APHIS 

I-Assistant Inspector General for Investigations, OIG 
I-File 

This document is FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. It and its contents are 
not to be distributed outside your agency, nor duplicated, without 

prior clearance from the Office of Inspector General, USDA. 



Ch-3330-0034 

A survey investigation was opened in the .... fb_J(B....,J:,..,,(b_J(_
7
l_(c....,.J----,-----------~lto address 

allegations of animal fighting and animal welfare violations. 

rb)(B): (b)(7)(C) 

This case was worked L..l(b_J(_
61

_: (b_J(_
7

l_(c_J ____________________ __, 

The following individual was investigated: 

Address 

(b)(B); (b)(7)(C) (b)(B); (b)(7)(C) 

(b)(B); (b)(7)(C) b)(B): (b)(?)(C) 

USDAOIG 
Case Number 

Ch-3330-0035 

The results of the above investigation were reported under the corresponding case 
number. 

b)(B); (b)(7)(C) 

This case was worked (bJ(BJ: (bl(7l(CJ 

b)(B): (b)(7)(C) (b)(6); (b)(7)(C) 

Address Summary 

r)(B): (b)(7)(C) (b)(B): (b)(7)(C) 

(b)(B); (b)(7)(C) 

The United States Attorney's Offic~bJ(BJ: (bl(
7

l(CJ 

prosecution. 

* * * * * 

- I -

(b)(B): (b)(7)(C) 

b)(B): (b)(7)(C) 

(b)(B); (b)(7)(C) 

~eclined to accept this case for 
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UNITED STA TES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 

FILE NUMBER: Ch-3330-0037 DA TE= r )(6): (b )(7)(C) 

TITLE: b)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

b )(6); (b )(7)(C) 

CASE TYPE: Animal Fighting 

SPECIAL AGENT: b)(5): (b)(l)(C) 

APPROVED BY: 

Distribution 

AnthonyV. 
Mohatt 

Digitally Signed by Anthony V. 
Mohatt 
Date: 2020.04.21 12:57:34 -05"00' 

ANTHONY V. MOHA TT 
Special Agent-in-Charge 

I - Deputy Administrator for Marketing and Regulatory Programs Business 
Seivices, APHIS 

I- Assistant Inspector General for Investigations, OIG 
1- File 

This document is FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. It and its contents are 
not to be distributed outside your agency, nor duplicated, without 

prior clearance from the Office of Inspector General, USDA. 



Ch-3330-0037 

SYNOPSIS 

ation bJ(BJ: (bJ(?J(CJ 

animal 
fighting bJ(BJ: (bJ(?J(cJ 

.... fb_J(6_J:_(b_J(_7l(_ci _____________________ __,lanimal fighting. 

(b)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

ANIMAL FIGHTING (b)(B): (b)(?)(C) 

(b)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

ANIMAL FIGHTING b)(B): (b)(?)(C) 

l(b)(B); (b)(7)(C) llJSDA~OIG .... b_J(B-):-(b-)(-7)-(C_J _____ .....,........,..........,..~--------------,..----' 
~b=J(6==1:=(b=J(=71==;(c=1 ====='-----. United States District Court (bJ(BJ: (bJ(7l(CJ 

(b)(B): (b)(7)(C) 

animal fighting (bJ(BJ: (bl(7l(CJ USDA-OIG[bJ(B): (b)(?)(C) 

b)(B): (b)(7)(C) rooster 1g t (bJ(5J: (bJ(7l(CJ 

b)(B): (b)(7)(C) 

sters for fighting. (bJ(BJ: (bJ(?J(CJ 

(b)(B): (b)(7)(C) 

b)(B): (b)(7)(C) 

(b)(B): (b)(7)(C) I 
(bJ(6J: (bJ(7l(CJ !United States District Court \~!\~( 
(bJ(6J: (bJ(7J(cJ I pleaded guilty J(bJ(BJ: (bJ(?J(CJ iwaived 

Indictment, and signed a Plea Agreementfbl(5 J: (bJ(7J(CJ I 
l(b)(B): (b)(7)(C) I 

...,(b--J(.,..
6

J .... : (b--J(...,,
7

l __ (c,,..1 ___________________________ l=A=n=i==.mal Fighting 
fbJ(BJ: (bJ(7l(CJ !Animal Fighting 

c\-lb ... )(6,,..):....,(b--)(=7)...,,(C,....) --------.... 1----------------------' 

rb)(B): (b)(?)(C) I was sentenced (b)(B): (b)(?)(C) to~onths incarceration, 
followed by\~!\~!:,,--, years of supervised release. Additiona ........ y ......... (b--J(6,...J:--,-was ordered to pay \~i\~!:

1
,--

1 

fine,\~!\~!:,,-- special assessment, and forfeiture in the amount of bJ(BJ: (bJ(7J(cJ 

This case was prosecuted by the United States Attorney's Office, .... fb_J(B-J:-(b-J(
7
_
1
(_c

1 
______ ~ 

* *"' * * 

- I -
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL.JNVESTIGATIONS 

Northeast Region 
New York, New York 

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 

FILE NUMBER: HY-3330-0045 DATE: tb)(6); (b)(7)(C) 

TITLE: l(b)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

f b)(6); (b)(7)(C) 

!ANIMAL FIGHTING 

I 
CASE TYPE: Animal Fighting 

SPECIAL AGENT: b)(6): (b)(7)(C) -------(b)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

r)(6) 

APPROVED BY
1 .........,. __________ ,......... 

BETHANNE M. DINKINS 
Special Agent-in-Charge 

Distribution: 

I - Deputy Administrator, Marketing & Regulatory Programs Business Services, APHIS 
I - Acting Assistant Inspector General for Investigations, OIG 
I - File 

This document is FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. It and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
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HY-3330-0045 
SYNOPSIS 

This investi ation was conducted to detennine if animal fi 
b)(6) (b)(7)(C) the U.S. De artment 

of A iculture USDA Office of Ins ector General (OIG 
....,(b-J(6_J_: (_bJ_(1 __ 1(c_1 ___________ ....... c.:...c,og fighting .... b"'"J(6"'"J....,. (b .... J~(?-J(c=-1------------..-----

bJ(BJ (bJ(?J(CJ USDA, 01 .... G-' s...,.b,..,.J=(B,...J =(b'""J(7..,.J(=CJ....,_ _________ ......., 

b)(6) (b)(7)(C) 

The investi ation disclosed that bJ(BJ (bJ(?J(CJ 

b)(6) (b)(7)(C) 

b)(6) (b)(7)(C) do ts. b)(6) (b)(7)(C) 

(bJ(BJ (bJ(7J(CJ og fighting Lb_,J(6.,,..J,..,,(b"'°J...,,(7-,-J(c,.,,.1,.,.,,,,.. ________ _.__--, 

i.-b-J(-6J-: (-bJ--(7-J(c=i--------------.__=.dog fights; (bJ(BJ: (bJ(7J(CJ 

DETAILS 

(b)(6) (b)(7)(C) 

(b)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

b)(6); (b)(7)(C) 

(b)(6): (b)(?)(C) 

fighting (bJ(5J: (bJ(?J(CJ 

-------------------' 
rb)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

l(b)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

f b)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

l(b)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

l(b)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

rb)(6) (b)(7)(C) 

j(b)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

rb)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

l(b)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

rb)(6) (b)(7)(C) I 
b)(6) (b)(7)(C) 

rb)(6) (b)(7)(C) 

b)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

b)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

b)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

b)(6) (b)(7)(C) 

During the course of this investigation 
b)(6) (b)(7)(C) 

l(b)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

l(b)(6) (b)(7)(C) 

dog fighting. 

- 1 -
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I 

I 

I 
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HY-3330-0045 

rb)( 6l (b)(l)(C) !animal fighting. b)(6) 
b)(7)(C) 

(bl(6l (bJ(7J(cJ elaware Attorney General's Office .... l<b_J(_6J_: (_bJ_(7_1(c_1 __________ _, 
USDA, OIG (b)(6) (b)(l)(C) 

r b)(6): (b)(l)(C) 

(b)(6): (b)(7)(C) !animal fightingbl(5J (bJ(7J(CJ 

(b)(6) (b)(7)(C) 

b)(6) (b)(7)(C) 

- (b)(6) (b)(7)(C) 

(b)(6) (b)(7)(C) I 
JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

This case was accepted for prosecution by the U.S. Attorney's Officei<bJC
5l CbJ(

7
lCCJ 

l(b)(6) (b)(7)(C) I 
b)(6) (b)(7)(C) was char ed bJ(GJ: (bl(7l<CJ 

I 

b )(6) (b )(7)(C) 

I 
I 
I 

(b)(6): (b)(7)(C animal fighting bJ(5 l: (bl( 7J(CJ ___ ___________ 

~-----'....._.._ '-----------' '-------------------~~_,-

'----~,,,---==-----' was convicted and sentenced to a total of[3moirths' imprisonment to be 
~~~~___,:_.....1r-..... months' supervised release, and ordered to pay a special assessment oft~/\~/,~, 
b)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

* * * * * 

- 2 -

(b)(6): (b)(7)(C 



USDA -
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL-INVESTIGATIONS 
Northeast Region 

26 Federal Plaza, Room 1409 
New York, Nen' York 10278-0004 

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 

FILE NUMBER: HY-3330-0050 DATE: r)(6) (b)(7)(C) 

TITLE: (bl(5 l (b)(?)(C) 

CASE TYPE: Animal Fighting 

SPECIAL AGENT: 

APPROVED BY: 

Distribution: 

b)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

b)(6); (b)(?)(C) 

b)(6) 

WILLIAM G. SQUIRE , JR. 
Special Agent-in-Charge 

I - Deputy Administrator. Marketing and Regulatory Programs, APHIS, Washington, DC 

I - Assistant Inspector General for Investigations, OIG, Washington, DC 

I - Special Agent-in-Charge, OIG, Investigations, New York, NY 

This document is FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. It and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agenc , nor du licated without rior clearance from the Office of Ins ector General, USDA. 



HY-3330-0050 

SYNOPSIS 

This investigation was initiated bJ(5J: (bJ(7J(CJ 
b)(6) (b)(7)(C) 

tb)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

l(b)(6) (b)(7)(C) 

This investigation revealed that l(b)(6) (b)(?)(C) 

l(b)(6) (b)(7)(C) I 
b)(6) (b)(7)(C) I animal fighting l(bJ(6J (bJ(?J(CJ I 
b)(6). (b)(7)(C) lanimal fighting Tbl(5J (bJ(7J(cJ I 

I b)(6) (b)(7)(C) 

fb)(6) (b)(7)(C) 

b)(6) (b )(7)(C) 

b)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

b)(6): (b)(7)(C) I were 
arrested, indicted, convicted, and sentenced as a result of this investigation. 

rb)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

l(b)(6): (b)(?)(C) 

(b)(6): (b)(?)(C) I 
(b)(6): (b)(?)(C) I 

b)(6): (b)(?)(C) I 
b)(6): (b)(7)(C) I 

l(b)(6) (b)(7)(C) 

l(b)(6): (b)(?)(C) 

l(b)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

r)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

(b)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

l(b)(6) (b)(7)(C) 

j(b)(6) (b)(?)(C) I 
b)(6): (b)(?)(C) 

(b)(6) (b)(?)(C) 

[b)(6) (b)(7)(C) 

r)(6) (b)(7)(C) 

This matter was rosecuted by the United States Attorney's Officerb)(B) (b)(?)(C) 
b)(6) (b)(7)(C) .__ __________ ___, 

- 1 -



ANIMAL FIGHTING - 7 U.S.C. § 2156 

tb)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

tb)(6) (b)(7)(C) 

b)(6) (b)(7)(C) 

b)(6) (b)(7)(C) 

f b)(6) (b)(7)(C) 

l(bJ(Bl (bJ(7J(CJ lammal 
'----=---:--:----;;;= ___ ;==============;-------------------' fightingf bJ(BJ: (bJ(7J(CJ 

(b)(6). (b)(7)(C) 

[b)(B) (b)(?)(C) !were arrested and questioned r .... b_l(
5
_l_(b_J(_

7
l_(c_J ------------------~ 

(b)(6): (b)(7)(C 

r b)(6): (b)(7)(C) !was arrested l(bl(5l (bJ(?J(CJ 

b)(6); (b)(7)(C) 

(b)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

rb)(6) (b)(7)(C) 

fb)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

l(b)(B) (b)(7)(C) 

b)(B): (b)(7)(C) I 
l(b)(B): (b)(7)(C) fas arrestedl(bJ(6J (bJ(7J(CJ 

b)(B): (b)(7)(C) 

(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) 

l(b)(B): (b)(7)(C) 

was arrested r)(B) (b)(7)(C) r)(6) (b)(7)(C) 

b)(B): (b)(7)(C) 

tb)(6) (b)(?)(C) I was arrested r)(B) (b)(l)(C) 

(b)(6) (b)(?)(C) 

f~b-J(B-J:-(b-J(?-J(_CJ __ ~lwas arrested .... l(b-J(B_J:-(b-l(_?J_(c_i ------------~ 

(b)(6) (b)(7)(C) 

I 

l(b)(6) 
[b)(7)(C 

r)(6) 
h1!71/i:1 

I 

b)(6): (b)(?)(C) were indicted bJ(5l (bl(7J(Cl by a federal grand jury._l(b_l(_5l_(b_J(_7l_(c_1 ___________ ___. 
~----~ 

- 2 -



,,-.._ 

and charged with \~l\~i< criminal violations related to animal fighting bJ(
5

J: (bJ(?J(cJ ,,,..:;:.~--------------' bJ(5l (bJ(7J<CJ as also indicted on bJ(5l count (bl(5J: (bl(7l<CJ 
h'il7V .__ _________ _J 

l(b)(6): (b)(7)(C) 
l(b)(6) (b)(7)(C) 

i<bJ< 5l (bJ<7J<cJ I Plead guilty.~}~~\( was sentenced tom]months in prison, placed onm)years 
of supervised release, fined )~l)~{rr.1 n Special Assessments, ordered to forfeit all items 
seized from[bJ<5ll home, and had a money judgment imposed against ~\~~\i for an additional 

b)(6) (b)(7)(C) 

bJ(5l (bJ(7l<CJ plead guilty. i~ii~i( was sentenced to IE:)months an~ay in prison, placed 
on;~! years of supervised release, fined )~l)~lrr.1 ·n Special Assessments• ordered to forfeit all 
. . d fro l(b)(5) lh d h d • d . d . (b)(5): items seize m '""-" ome, an a a money JU gment impose agamst ihimrri or an 

dd·t· l (b)(6) (b)(l)(C) 
a 110na · 

(b)(6) (b)(7)(C) _fij'j(6] fiiil., 
.__ ____ ....1plead guilty. ~])~!1c1 as sentenced tO[L_J months in prison, placed on illJyears 
of su ervised release, fined ~ii~i(CJ in Special Assessments, ordered to forfeit the 

bJ(5J: (bJ(7l<CJ in cash seizedl(bJ(6l (bJ(7J<CJ I a money judgment imposed against 
bJ(6J: or an additiona11<bl(5l (bl(7l<CJ !which was to be paid J. ointly or severally b)(7)(C) Jt .... _____ ___J_ • 

l<bl(5J: (bl(7l<CJ I was convicted via jury trial. ~~\i~i:<c as subsequently sentenced tq<bl(5llmonths 

in prison; l~\ years of supervised release; fine \~!\~t-, in Special Assessments; ordered to 
forfeit the bJ(6J: (bJ(7HCJ n cash seized from (bl(5 l: (bl(7l<CJ and, was ordered to pay, jointly or 

severally with)~~i~l; a-defendants, an additional J(cJ 

i<bl(6l (bJ(7J(cJ I plead guilty and was sentenced to E:}nonths in prison, placed on~ears of 
supervised release, fined i~]i~](cJ in Special Assessments, ordered to forfeit the 

j<bJ(5l (bJ(7J<c1 ,n cash seized fro ~~!)~ii home, and had money judgment imposed against 
(bJ(6l for an additionall(bJ(5l (bJ(7l(CJ lwhich was to be paid jointly or severally. (b)(7)(G) _ ! ., 

PROSECUTIVE DETERMINATION 

* • * • 

- 3 -
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL-INVES TIGA TIO NS 
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New York, New York 

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 

FILE NUMBER: HY-3330-0057 DATE: l(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) 

TITLE: (b)(6); (b)(7)(C) 

(b)(6): (b)(7)(C) 
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