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AT-2752-0059

CHILD AND ADULT CARE FOOD PROGRAM BACKGROUND

The Child Care Food Program (CCFP), also known as the Child and Adult Care Food Program
(CACFP), is authorized by Section 17 of the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act, as
amended. Program regulations issued by the Department are found in 7 CFR Part 226.

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Food and Nutrition Service (FNS)
provides funding for the administration of the CCFP, The Program is administered by Florida
Department of Health (FDOH), Bureau of Child Nutrition, on behalf of USDA. FDOH is
responsible for ensuring Program compliance by daycare centers and sponsoring organizations. To
carry out their responsibilities, FDOH maintains documentation records/files, including signed
agreements, licensed capacities, license numbers, and reimbursement claims submitted by centers
and Sponsoring Organizations (SO). The FDOH conducts audits of the SOs on a regular basis, as
set forth in the CCFP.

The purpose of the Program is to provide nutritious meals and snacks for underprivileged children
in daycare centers. An SO enters into an agreement with the state agency to operate the Program,
assuming administrative and financial responsibility for the CCFP. A childcare center may
participate in the Program independently by contracting directly with the state agency or with an
SO, who assists in administering the CCFP and in paying for meals served to eligible children 12
years of age and younger at daycare homes or centers under its sponsorship. Each meal must meet
USDA nutritional guidelines to qualify for reimbursement. The amount of payment is based on the
enrolled child’s household size and gross income to participate in the CCFP. '

To participate in the CCFP and receive monthly reimbursements, the SO and/or childcare centers
must keep accurate records on the eligibility of enrolled participants for free and reduced-price
meals for a period of three years. The level of reimbursement for meals served to eligible
participants is based on the number and types of meals served and the income of the enrolled
child's household. A provider can be reimbursed for up to two meals and one snack per day. The
SO must keep enrollment and attendance records, daily meal counts, menus, free and reduced
priced meal applications, and other related documents to qualify for reimbursement.

Childcare centers participating in the CCFP are required, at least annually, to obtain income
eligibility applications on households of enrolled children. The center sends the applications to
the SO, who reviews and classifies them in categories of “free,” “reduced-priced,” and “non-
needy/denied.” Meals and snacks served to children who are eligible for free and reduced-price
school meals are eligible for higher rates of reimbursement.

Reimbursement is determined by the number of eligible enrolled participants who are served
creditable meals, and the current reimbursement rates set by the USDA. At the time of the
investigation, the *“free” reimbursement rates were $1.35 for breakfast, $2.47 for lunch/supper,
and 68 cents for snacks; “reduced-price” reimbursement rates were $1.05 for breakfast, $2.07 for
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Ch-3031-0003

Additionally, the Act was established to promote 2 uniform application by official inspection
personnel, provide an official inspection system of grain, and to regulate weighing and
certification of the weight of grain shipped in interstate or foreign commerce.

To accomplish and maintain the primary purpose of this Act, Congress created the Federal Grain
Inspection Service (FGIS) to moniior, provide guidance and assistance to state, local government
and/or private agencies designated by the Secretary of Agriculture to conduct official grain
inspections. The Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection and
Eastern Iowa Grain Inspection are two (2) of many agencies designated this authority.

The Act is compromised of terms that are well defined to minimize confusion and
misunderstanding in the grain community. It is perhaps the most essential part of the Act. The
understanding and usage of the term: “official sample” is a very important factor in obtaining an
official grain certificate. An official sampie is the most accurate representation of a specific
quantity of grain identified by official inspection personnel. The term “official inspection
personnel” is a person licensed and authorized by the Secretary of Agriculture to perform all or
specified functions involved in an official inspection, which is the determination and certification
by official inspection personnel of the kind, class, quality or condition of grain under the
standards of this Act. Once an official sample has been collected and inspecied by official
inspection personnel, an official U.S. grade is placed on the grain stipulating the quality of that
specific lot. That particular lot is rendered an official certificate identifying the U.S grade
quality from which the official sample was taken. In cases where an official certificate is issued
as a result of a sample not being an official sample, the certificate would be labeled as a false
official certificate,

Without the Act, the quality characteristics of the grain sold here in the U.S. and abroad would
be questionable. When a consumer purchases U.S, graded grain that has an official grain
certificate designation, they believe the grain has been tested and is of a particular quality. The
designation would provide the farmer with invaluable information on foreign matenial, insect
infestation, oil content, pesticides residue, protein, and aflatoxin associated with the grain. The
U.S. grade on official certificates is representative of the official grain samples collected by
licensed official inspection personnel.
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