
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Description of document: Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) material related to Bella 

Abzug referred by Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 

for review, 1971, 1975 

 

Requested date: 12-October-2001 

 

Released date: 28-January-2011 

 

Posted date: 28-February-2011 

 

Date/date range of document: 03-March-1971 – 13-March-1975 

 

Source of document: Information and Privacy Coordinator 

Central Intelligence Agency 

Washington, D.C. 20505 

Fax: (703)613-3007 

 

Note: This material was located by FBI during processing of a 

FOIA request and forwarded to CIA for review and 

subsequently released directly by CIA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The governmentattic.org web site (“the site”) is noncommercial and free to the public.  The site and materials 

made available on the site, such as this file, are for reference only.  The governmentattic.org web site and its 

principals have made every effort to make this information as complete and as accurate as possible, however, 

there may be mistakes and omissions, both typographical and in content.  The governmentattic.org web site and 

its principals shall have neither liability nor responsibility to any person or entity with respect to any loss or 

damage caused, or alleged to have been caused, directly or indirectly, by the information provided on the 

governmentattic.org web site or in this file.  The public records published on the site were obtained from 

government agencies using proper legal channels.  Each document is identified as to the source.  Any concerns 

about the contents of the site should be directed to the agency originating the document in question.  

GovernmentAttic.org is not responsible for the contents of documents published on the website. 



Central Intelligeoce Ageocy 

Washington, D.C. 20505 

January 28, 2011 

Reference: F-2010-01598 

In the course of processing your 12 October 2001 Freedom oflnformation Act 
(FOIA) request to the FBI for records on Bella Savitzky Abzug, the FBI located CIA material 
and referred it to us on 5 August 2010 for review. 

We reviewed the material and determined that the documents can be released in 
segregable form with deletions made on the basis ofFOIA exemptions (b)(1 , (b)(3), and 
(b)(6). A copy of the documents and an explanation of exemptions are enclosed. 

As the CIA Information and Privacy Coordinator, I am the CIA official responsible 
for this determination. You have the right to appeal this response to the Agency Release 
Panel, in my care, within 45 days from the date of this letter. Please include the basis of your 
appeal. 

Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

Susan Viscuso 
Information and Privacy Coordinator 



Explanation of Exemptions 
Under the Freedom of Information Act 

(b)(l) exempts from disclosure information currently and properly classified, pursuant to an 
Executive Order; · 

(b)(2) exempts from disclosure information, which pertains solely to the internal personnel 
rules and practices of the Agency; 

(b)(3) exempts from disclosure information that another federal statute protects, provided 
that the other federal statute either requires that the matters be withheld, or establishes 
particular criteria for Vlri.thholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld. 
The (b)(3) statutes upon which the CIA.. relies include, but are not limited to, the CIA.. Act of 
1949; 

(b)(4) exempts from disclosure trade secrets and commercial or financial information that is 
obtained from a person and that is privileged or confidential; 

(b)(5) exempts from disclosure inter-and intra-agency memoranda or letters that would not 
be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with the agency; 

(b)(6) exempts from disclosure information from personnel and medical files and similar 
files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of privacy; 

(b)(7) exempts from disclosure information compiled for law enforcement purposes to the 
extent that the production of the information (A) could reasonably be expected to interfere 
with enforcement proceedings; (B) would deprive a person of a right to a fair trial or an 
impartial adjudication; (C) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted 
invasion of personal privacy; (D) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of a 
confidential source or, in the case of information compiled by a criminal law enforcement 
authority in the course of a criminal investigation or by an agency conducting a lawful 
national security intelligence investigation, information furnished by a confidential source ; 
(E) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement investigations or 
prosecutions if such disclosure could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the 
law; or (F) could reasonably be expected to endanger any individual's life or physical safety; 

(b)(8) exempts from disclosure information contained in reports or related to examination, 
operating, or condition reports prepared by, or on behalf of, or for use of an agency 
responsible for regulating or supervising financial institutions; and 

(b)(9) exempts from disclosure geological and geophysical information and data, including 
maps, concerning wells. 

[Central Intelligence Agency, Jan 2007] 



Exemptions Under the Privacy Act 

(d)(5) exempts from disclosure information compiled in reasonable 
anticipation of a civil action or proceeding; 

G)(l) exempts from disclosure certain information maintained by the Central 
Intelligence Agency; 

(i)(2) exempts from disclosure certain information maintained by law 
enforcement agencies; 

(k)(l) exempts from disclosure information properly classified, pursuant to an 
Executive Order; 

(k)(2) exempts from disclosure material compiled for criminal investigative 
law enforcement purposes, by nonprincipal function criminal law 
enforcement entities and material compiled for other investigative law 
enforcement purposes, by any agency; 

(k)(3) exempts from disclosure information pertaining to the protective 
services afforded the President of the United States and others; 

(k)(4) exempts from disclosure information that statutes require to be 
maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

(k)(5) exempts from disclosure investigatory material compiled solely for the 
purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, Dr qualifications for federal 
civilian employment, or access to classified information, but only to the 
extent the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of a confidential 
source who furnished information after the government's express promise to 
keep that source's identity confidential; 

(k)(6) exempts from disclosure testing or examination material used solely to 
determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in the 
Federal service, the disclosure of which would compromise the objectivity or 
fairness of the testing or examination process; and 

(k)(7) exempts from disclosure evaluation material the armed forces use to 
determine an individual's potential for promotion, but only if disclosure 
would reveal the identity of a source who furnished information after the 
government's express promise to keep that source''s identity confidential. 

[Central Intelligence Agency, 2007] 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

SUBJECT . ~ ·~ " 

12. MAR 1975 

Director, Naval Investigative Service 

Request for File Information 
Congresswoman Bella S: Abzug 

i\ •. . . 

I!· · _. · -1. On 14 January 1975, .Congresswoman ·Bella S. Abzug · 
jl submitted a !equest tt? the Direc~or of Central Intellig-ence 

(b)( 1) 
. (b)(3) 

(b)(6) 
I 
I 

.I 
I 

. .· .j 
.. ! 

·.I 
I 

I 
I 
i 

. .I 
. I 

. I 
.: _ as to whether the Central Intelll.gence Agen~y had gathered 
:.: '-' · :·· .. ·.·_-:or:. maintained a listing and/or siossier on her. This request. ..· -.. ; 

·· · · .. :; .· · ·.·has 'already been answered; ·included ·in ·the· response· ~as .. · 
' .. ··~'!..: . .;.<:. ···-.+~~~r~nce .. :tP·_the· fact that;. our ~iles .. coil.t_a~n .do1=uments; and- .. · .. ·· . 

... . :-' .·· :·· .. .-.:"information' or'igl:na ted. 'by- otn·er governine-nt. agencies. : -~ : ... .. : .· ,. ·.':;:.·\' -~. ··> 
. __ , ~~;~·.:l.··~ _ .. ~:. ~-·::"i. ~Among ... t}le. d~cuments .o.ri·g·il1-a~.ed !in: .otlier.· go_ver:rpne~t.' .. .- ... , .:: :- ... < .·.·.1 

·. agencies niakirig reference to Congresswoman Abzug and con.:. . · ... · 
'\:~:·. :·. · ::·:·:.;tained -in our reeords is an Office of Naval Intelligence ·:~: ·.·: ~: .. : :· · .. 
' · · · re ort dated 29· Se tember 1953 in the sub· ect name of . · · . 
i • 
1: •• ·, ~· .• ,.· , ·'"' • f • • • 

~------- -I. 

i:: <~'-r \iv,?.: . '!\." .~'o'i>f,;fis . at~ aChJld ;;;: • .;:: ,. • • · . · · ·_:~ ::~ ) ,: .',~;;: .. ; j 
,.: : ;··~:: :/>~·'. -~ -:~.~.-~~;·:r~ . . · '.'I~~-a-;· conver-sat~o~.-_j\f·~~~· .'Co~gre~~w:oman Ab.~ug. on· .S ·~, ·:_:. -:_,:~~;:~·_.:,;. ~-~ ... ~~: .. ~ 

· · · _. March 197 5; the Director' reiterated 'the earlier· statement · · .. :·· · · 
that our files contain documents and information orig~nated . t 

_by other government agencies. Ms. Abzug requested the . . · I 
Director at that time to advise the~e other agencies· that .. :-. ·: : . 
she l!fould appreciate hearing from them regarding any: info.r- I 
mation they had in their files concerning 'her. . 

4. Consistent.with the. February 1975 At'torney General's 
memorandum on the 1974 Freedom of Information.Act amendments, 
this oral request to the Director by Ms. Abzug is being 
.referred to you for whatever action you deem appropriate. 

FOR THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE: 

-----'----------'=--''----=="---

-\. 
I 

APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE! DATE: 
23-Nov-201 0 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20505 

11 fl.L\R 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director, Bureau of P~rsonnel Investigations 
United States Civil Service Commission 

SUBJECT Request for File Information -
Congresswoman Bella S. Abzug 

1. On 14 January 1975, Congresswom~n Bella S. Abzug 
submitted a request to the Director of Central Intelligence 
as to whether the Central Intelligence Agency. had gathered 
or maintained a listing and/or dossier on her. The Director 
has already responded in writing to he~ request. In this 
response, he indicated that among our :records are documents 
and information originated by other go·Jernment agencies; 
he stated that the release of such was not a matter for 
CIA d:e·t·ermination. 

2. Among the documents originated in other government 
agencies and containing reference to Congresswoman Abzug 
l'lere Civil SeTvice Commission reports dated 15 September 
1952 and 20 May 1965, I 

I I 
~--------------------- -~--------- ___ _j 

3. In a conversation with Congresswoman Abzug on 
5 March 1975, the Director reiterated his earlier statement 
about documents and information in our files originated by 
other governmLmt agencies. At that time, Ms. Abzug requested 
the Director to advise these other agencies that she would 
appreciate hearing from them regarding any information that 
they had in their files concerning her~ 

(b )(3) 
(b )(6) 

4. Consistent with the February 1975 Attorney General's 
memorandum on the 1974 Freedom of Information Act amendments,, 
and United St<~tes Civil Service Commission Bulletin No. 294-1, 
this oral request of the Director by Ms. Abzug is being 
referred to you for '"'hatever. action ya·~ deem appropriate. 

FOR THE DYRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLJGENCE: 

mm~aoo:N'.l'J.'mlEI) . • j 
~~~~~~·Lm~ · · 
.~SJ'Yl)~ -!::::' · cnarres w. Kane · /t;o ...... '/rJ.f ;!.-;A~ ....,.'ff'J!ctor of Security 

~NCLOSUI:tft 

APPROVED 
FOR 
RELEASEL 
DATE: 
23-Nov-201 0 
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APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE! DATE: 
23-Jan-2011 

• CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20505 

MEMORANDUM FOR: The Director 

G MAR 1975 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

ATTENTION 

SUBJECT 

Mr. William 0. Cregar 

Request for File Info~tion 
Congresswoman Bella S~bzug 

1. This memorandum confirms my telephonic conversation 
of 5 March 1975 with Special Agent William 0. Cregar. 

2. On 14 January 1975, Congresswoman Bella S. Abzug 
submitted a request to the Director of Central Intelligence 
as to whether the Central .Intelligence Agency had gathered 
or maintained a listing and/or dossier on her. The DCI 
has already responded in writing to her request; in this 
response he included a sanitized copy of two unclassified 
FBI cables dated 3 and 8 March 1971. A copy of the sani­
tized version of these cables is attached. 

(b)( 1 ) 
(b )(3) 
(b)(6) 

'"&!..~~ ..... ~·,. ·~··~·- ~ 

CI.,\SSIFlliD f.W 

(nm.-·· ····~··· · ·: 
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• 
5. Attachment B has been classified Secret only 

because it includes identification of some FBI documents 
so classified. 

FOR THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE: 

Attachments 

CIIIalJ.e5---vv-o-.l\.a~ 

Director of Security 

A: Sanitized copy of 3, 8 March 1971 cables 
B: List of FBI Documents 
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Attaclunent: .B 
" "'" ... ',, SECRET 
' f • 

FBI DOCUMENTS 

1. FBI Report from Miami, Florida dated February 25, 
1952, Subject: Alfred Epaminondas Sarant, was. 

2. FBI Report from Albany, New York dated February 25, 
1952, Subject: Alfred Epaminondas Sarant, was.; et al. 

3. Memorandum from U. S. Department of Justice dated 
September 5, 1952 addressed to Department of State, 
cc to CIA, 1100-192536, with attachment (FBI Report 
dated 8/21/52, Subject: Jack Bjoze, was.). 

4. FBI Report dated November 20, 1952, Subjeet: Malcolm J. 
Abzug. 

5. FBI Report dated November 28, 1952, Subject: Malcolm J. 
Abzug. 

6. FBI Report from New York dated 6/2/53, Subject: Jack 
Bjoze, was. 

7. FBI Report from New York dated 11/1/54, Subject: 
Charles Recht, wa. 

8. FBI Report dated January 4, 1954, Subject: Maurice 
Martin Abzug. 

9. FBI Report from New York dated 8/24/59, Subject: 
Jack Bjoze. 

10. Cable from FBI dated 3 March 1971 addressed to President, 
Vice President, CIA, etc., unclassified, Subject: 
Demonstrations at Washington, D. C., April 24 through 
May 5 next. 

11. Cable from FBI dated 8 March 1971 addressed to President, 
Vice President, CIA, etc., unclassified, Subject: 
Student Agitation and Anti-war Activity in the United 
States. 

12. Cable from FBI dated November 8, .1971, Subject: Anti­
war Demonstratio.ns, Fall of 1971. 

13. Memorandum from FBI dated April 14, 1972, Subject: 
Vladimir Ivanovich Mechulayev (Internal Security-R). 

~----- -- ------~--
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.. ~larch 13, .1975 
fJ(~ll1/ -.~ 

]tEC-4 

1 - Mr. Wannall - Enc. 
1 - Legal Analysis Offic~Enc~ 
l - Mr. Farrington - Enc.~~~ 

~
l -~Mr. Mintz ~~~ 

~.,.. 1 roo ~ tf () 1 ;. ... is--:.. 
BonQrab+e Bella s. ~zug 
Bouse of Reprasenta~ives 
Washington,. n. c... 20515. 

Dear Congt"~~r;Wrotnan Ab~u~; 

. I have le&rn$cil that )'OU are. intel:ested ill dater .... 
l'IU.ning whether this agency m:aiiltains: a file o'it ·you.. Pl.eas~ 
be advised that ou~· files do contain referendes ~o you~ . . -

In the ·&vent.y.ou desire to requesi:. access to .suen. 
matel."ia~, .a. .rEquest f~om. Y,bU in w~iting wo~~ b~ prooesse4 
tlllder the p;erov:iJJions:... ~f. the :Freedom of I~formati.on Act •. 

Sincerely your$,. 

<:.~' 
~ l 

,, 
. } 

l ~, 

. ' 

MAILED 7 J . Q.. M., KelleY. 
Clarence 1·1 .. K~lJ.ey· . · . 

· .MAR 14 1$75 '. Direo;tp:r. - All.INFORMAUON CONTAINED 
.. • · . · JfEREIN IS UNClASSIFIED 

· · ·. ~·~BI Deputy Attorney Gen~r~l. · . ~~-1-!t BY46!14'll · 
1 1 - Bufile 62-115530 (FOI-REPLIES) . . . ,'fjttt, ' 

NOTE:. In Legal Counsel to Mr. J. B. Adams memorandum of 3-4-75, 
c.aptioned1 "BellaS. Abzug (D. New York)," it W'aS noted that CIA, 
in respon~e to a request made by Mrs •. Abzug, to Director Colby 

l. 

,.~!Joe. Olr. -
Dep. AD Adm.­
Dep. AD lnv. _ 

Asst. Dlr.1 
Admin.· __ 

Camp. Syot: _ 

E.t. Allolro...;.... 
Pile• & Com._ 
Gen.lnv._ 
ldent, __ 

lnspect(oft_ 
lntell. __ 

Laboratory _ 

Pion. & Evol. _ 
Spec.lnv._ 
Training __ 

Legal Coun. _ 

• Telephone Rm.-

l:lro~IM Soc'y _ 

for information CIA may have in its files on Mrs. Abzug; among· 
other matters, furnished Mrs. Abzug th~ substance of information 
of two unclassified reports received by the CIA from the FBI. In 
memorandum from Charles w. Kane, Director of Security, CIA, to 
the Director, FBI, qated .~-6-;-75_,,the:t.e was set forth Mrs. Abzug's 
oral request of Mr. Colby to aav±se other agencies that she .would 
appreciate hearing from them regarding: aey~·an:eormation reg?trding · 
her. This. letter is 'in response to that request. • · · cr1· . , ·:1; • r:· . ~ r;·,~ 1 ~ i;~· ., . JCF:law . 7.} .'· ?. ·. ·.~,~ .. ; ~~~. \} · .,., ~ .. ~~ tl.h. · · ·~: .. 

j.(i~ , . !~ ;; hH.~.~.C· ~ ~ 
k h "-1-~j' 1rJ1 . ;; : ~-\~~~:2~~ :;:: ~ &'R09M~~ TE-NITc:J l'!il'< l,o)T.A ,...,~ .. 0 - ~ / 


