governmentattic.org

“Rummaging in the governments attic”

Description of document: Department of The Treasury Office of Inspector General
(TIG) investigative reports and exhibits for case USM 09
0050, relating to recovery of prototype aluminum pennies
and 2007-0328, “Black Patriots $1 Coin issue,” 2007-2009

Requested date: 2010
Released date: 07-January-2011
Posted date: 31-January-2011

Date/date range of document:  09-April-2007 — 27-May-2009

Source of document: Disclosure Services
FOIA Request
Department of the Treasury
Washington, DC 20220
Fax: 202-622-3895

The governmentattic.org web site (“the site”) is noncommercial and free to the public. The site and materials
made available on the site, such as this file, are for reference only. The governmentattic.org web site and its
principals have made every effort to make this information as complete and as accurate as possible, however,
there may be mistakes and omissions, both typographical and in content. The governmentattic.org web site and
its principals shall have neither liability nor responsibility to any person or entity with respect to any loss or
damage caused, or alleged to have been caused, directly or indirectly, by the information provided on the
governmentattic.org web site or in this file. The public records published on the site were obtained from
government agencies using proper legal channels. Each document is identified as to the source. Any concerns
about the contents of the site should be directed to the agency originating the document in question.
GovernmentAttic.org is not responsible for the contents of documents published on the website.

-- Web site design Copyright 2007 governmentattic.org --



DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20220

OFFICE OF
INSPECTOR GENERAL

January 7, 2011

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request 2010-11-027

This is a final response to your letter addressed to the Department of the Treasury’s
Disclosure Services office, in which you requested, pursuant to the Freedom of
Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552 (FOIA), the exhibits associated with the Treasury Office
of Inspector General (TIG) investigation in case USM 09 0050, relating to recovery of
prototype aluminum pennies, as well as the exhibits associated with the TIG
investigation regarding the “Black Patriots $1 Coin” issue, 2007-0328.

Attached are copies of the investigative reports and exhibits for both cases, which
constitute the total universe of OIG records associated with these cases. The names
and other identifying information of subjects, witnesses, employees and other persons
identified on the list have been redacted, consistent with Exemption 7C of the FOIA, 5
U.S.C. § 552(b)(7)(C).

Exemption 7C shields from public dissemination “records or information compiled for
law enforcement purposes . . . [if disclosure] could reasonably be expected to constitute
an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.” The OIG invokes Exemption 7C relative
to the identities of complainants, interviewees, witnesses, and OIG investigators and
clerical personnel, and any information that could reasonably be expected to identify
such individuals.

Exemption 7C affords broad privacy rights to suspects, witnesses and investigators.
See Bast v. Dep'’t of Justice, 655 F.2d 1251, 1254 (D.C. Cir. 1981). “Law enforcement
officers, suspects, witnesses and other individuals named in investigatory files all have
substantial privacy interests in not having their names revealed in connection with the
subject matter of a law enforcement investigation because such revelation could resuit
in embarrassment or harassment.” Wichlacz v. U.S. Dep'’t of Interior, 938 F. Supp. 325,
333 (E.D. Va. 1996), citing Manna v. Dep't of Justice, 51 F.3d 1158, 1166 (3d Cir.
1995), reh’g denied 1995 U.S. App. LEXIS 14303 (3d Cir. June 6, 1995); McDonnell v.
United States, 4 F.3d 1227, 1255 (3d Cir. 1993).

You have the right to appeal under 5 U.S.C. § §52(a)(6)(A)(i) for full disclosure of the
requested files. Pursuant to the Department’s FOIA appeal process set forth in 31 C.F.R.
§ 1.5(i), an appeal must be submitted within 35 days from the date of this response to
your request, signed by you and addressed to: Freedom of Information Act Appeal, DO,
Disclosure Services, Department of the Treasury, Washington, D.C. 20020. The appeal
should reasonably describe the records to which access has been denied and should



specify the date of the initial request and the date of this determination. Please enclose
copies of your initial request and this letter.

Sincerely,

AN
edel
R.K. Delmar
Counsel to the Inspector General

Enclosures



REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

DATE OF REPORT
REPORT STATUS | Final
CASE NUMBER USM 08 0050

CASE TITLE

PERTINENT Title 18 USC § 641 - Public money, property or records
STATUTE(S),
REGULATION(S),

AND/OR
POLICY/(IES)

SYNOPSIS

In March 2009, the United States Mint learned that three of the missing prototype
pattern aluminum one-cent pieces ostensibly had been in the possession of.
mfmince sometime in 1974. The United

ates Mint reported that info on to the Treasury Office of Inspector General
and an investigation was initiated. The source of the information relating to the
three prototype pattern aluminum one-cent pieces received by the United States

Mint was RGP of (Exhibit 1)

Interviews of nd all identified parties, provided insufficient evidence

to indicate that the surviving children of _Date of Death:-
!-are currently in possession of, e possessed in the past or have

Case Agent. Supervisory Approval:
John L. Phillips
Senior Special Agent Spgcial Agent In Charge (Acting)
//// Zon =

i {Signature) (Signature)
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U.S.C. § 552a. This information may not be copied or disseminated without the written permission of the
OIG, which will he granted only in accordance with the Privacy Act and the Freedom of Information Act, 5
U.S.C. § 552. Any unauthorized or unofficial use or dissemination of this information will be penalized.
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION USM 09 0050

current knowledge of the whereabouts of the three 1974 prototype aluminum one-
cent coins. (Exhibit 2)

DETAILS

I. Allegation

In or about 1974, Fof -' while working as a toll
booth attendant on the illinois State Highway system was alleged to have received
three prototype pattern aluminum one-cent pieces from an unidentified individual.
as reportedly told by the individual that should keep the coins as
be worth something someday. Subsequent to receiving the coins,
reportedly kept and maintained the three prototype coins as personal
possessions in dresser drawer at home. Sometime between 2006 and

2008, the three coins disappeared from dresser, and have not been
seen since. Information received from

indicated that YD WD
ay have taken the coins.

Il. Context/Background

they w)

During the early 1970s, the price of copper rose dramatically. Accordingly, the
United States Mint became concerned that, under the then-existing statute that
specified the composition of the one-cent coin, continued increases in copper
prices could make the cost of producing the one-cent significantly more than its
face value. As a result of the increased cost of copper in the one-cent coin, the
United States Mint embarked on conducting tests to identify potential alternative
metals, including aluminum and bronze-clad steel, to be used in the production of
one-cent coins. In 1974, the United States Mint proposed aluminum as a
replacement for copper in the one-cent coin, and it struck approximately 1.57
million aluminum pieces, patterned after the 1974 one-cent coin, as prototypes to
test both aluminum’s viability as a replacement material and to evaluate the United
States Mint’s ability to coin aluminum blanks in high-speed, high-volume production
runs. Several of these prototype aluminum pieces were provided to Members of
Congress, so they could examine them and ascertain whether they would support
legislation to adopt an aluminum one-cent coin. Ultimately, the proposed legislation
that would have authorized an aluminum one-cent coin was rejected. All of the
prototype pattern aluminum one-cent pieces remaining in the United States Mint's

This report is the property of the Office of Inspector General, and is For Official Use Only. It contains
sensitive law enforcement information, the use and dissemination of which is subject to the Privacy Act, 5
U.S.C. § 552a. This information may not be copied or disseminated without the written permission of the
0IG, which will be granted only in accordance with the Privacy Act and the Freedom of Information Act, 5
U.S.C. § 552. Any unauthorized or unofficial use or dissemination of this information will be penalized.
Office of Inspector General - Investigations
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' REPORT OF INVESTIGATION USM 09 0050

possession were subsequently destroyed. However, some of the pieces that the
United States Mint provided to Members of Congress for examination were never
returned. Since that time, the United States Mint has been unable to identify the
specific Members of Congress to whom the prototype pattern pieces were given,
and the United States Mint also has been unable to account for exactly how many
of the prototype aluminum pieces were returned and how many remain at large.

In March 2009, Mr. Daniel P. Shaver, Chief Counsel, United States Mint provided a
correspondence to the Treasury Office of Inspector General where he identifies that
the 1974 prototype pattern aluminum one-cent pieces were solely experimental
prototypes, and that the United States Mint never issued these pieces, nor did it
have the lawful authority to issue them. Mr. Shaver also stated that the United
States Mint regards all of these pieces as property belonging to the United States,
and that no one may lawfully circulate, sell, buy, or hold them. Mr. Shaver further
stated that because no one may acquire valid title to these pieces, it is the United
States Mint’s position that these pieces are subject to recovery by the United
States Government.

In March 2009, the United States Mint learned that three of the missing prototype
pattern aluminum one-cent pieces ostensibly had been in the possession of
quf \—,.since sometime in 1974, The United
tates Mint reported that information to the Treasury Office of Inspector General
and an investigation was initiated. The source of the information relating to the
three prototype pattern aluminum one-cent pieces received by the United States

Mint was of —.

Interviews of nd all identified parties, provided insufficient evidence
to indicate that any of the surviving children of Date of Death:
q are currently in possession of, have posse he past or have
current Knowledge of the whereabouts of the three 1974 prototype aluminum one-
cent coins.

INVESTIGATIVE ACTIVITY

As a result of interviews conducted with the surviving children of [P
nd other potential knowledgeable parties, it appears that from
approximately 1974 until the 2006, 2007 timeframe, three of the missing 1974

This report is the property of the Office of Inspector General, and is For Official Use Only. It contains
sensitive law enforcement information, the use and dissemination of which is subject to the Privacy Act, 5
U.S.C. § 552a. This information may not be copied or disseminated without the written permission of the
0IG, which will be granted only in accordance with the Privacy Act and the Freedom of Information Act, 5
U.S.C. § 552. Any unauthorized or unofficial use or dissemination of this information will be penalized.
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION USM 09 0050

prototype aluminum one-cent coin patters were in the possession of
Subsequent to that time, the items were removed from
s possession by an unknown individual(s). (Exhibits 2 -

FINDINGS

As a result of the interviews conducted of all parties known to the Government
concerning the whereabouts of the three prototype aluminum one-cent coins, it
was concluded that there was insufficient evidence identified to Fursue any

criminal action against any of the surviving children of _or any
other person. Additionally, insufficient information was obtained to locate and

move forward on a Civil Replevin Action to recover the missing prototype aluminum
one-cent coins.

REFERRALS

I. Criminal: N/A

Il. Civil: On April 21, 2009 consultations with SE P A ssistant United
States Attorney, United States Attorney’s Office for the Eastern District of
Michigan concerning the potential for a civil recover of the property through a
Replevin Action by the United States were conducted. As a result of the
investigation, it was determined that there was insufficient information available as
to the whereabouts of the three prototype aluminum one-cent coins to initiate the
Replevin Action, and on May 27, 2009, AUSA-eclined any further

interest in this issue at this time. (Exhibit 9)

lll. Administrative: Daniel P. Shaver, Chief Counsel, U.S. Mint has sent letters to
the four surviving children of questing that they provide any
information they have on the current whereabouts of the three missing aluminum
prototype one-cent coins. (Exhibit 10)

DISTRIBUTION

Edmund C. Moy, Director, United States Mint
Daniel P. Shaver, Chief Counsel, United States Mint

This report is the property of the Office of Inspector General, and is For Official Use Only. It contains
sensitive law enforcement information, the use and dissemination of which is subject to the Privacy Act, §
U.S.C. § 562a. This information may not be copied or disseminated without the written permission of the
0IG, which will be granted only in accordance with the Privacy Act and the Freedom of Information Act, §
U.S.C. § 5652, Any unauthorized or unofficlal use or dissemination of this information will be penalized.
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION USM 09 0050

EXHIBITS

Number Description

1. March 25, 2009 correspondence from Dennis P. O'Connor, Chief, United
States Mint Police, concerning the whereabouts of three aluminum

pennies.

2. Memorandum of Activity, Witness Interview of NG

dated April 2, 20089.

3.  Memorandum of Activity, Receipt of Documents from NG
Y dated April 23, 2009.

4,  Memorandum of Activity, Interview of P dated May 11,
2009.

5.  Memorandum of Activity, Interview of ||| | | JJIPdated May 11, 2009,

6. Memorandum of Activity, Interview of— dated May 12,

2009.

7. Memorandum of Activity, Telephonic Contact with N EEEPdated May
13, 2008.

8. Memorandum of Activity, Telephonic Contact with Il dated May
14, 2009.

9. Memorandum of Activity, Declination from Assistant United States
Attorney U cated May 27, 2009.

10. Memorandum of Activity, Contact with Daniel Shaver, Chief Counsel,

U.S. Mint, dated May 27, 2009.

This report is the property of the Office of Inspector General, and is For Official Use Only. It contains
sensitive law enforcement information, the use and dissemination of which is subject to the Privacy Act, 5
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THE UNITED STATES MINT

A Bureau of the Department of the Treasury

Office of Protection
801 9" Strect, NW, Washington, DC 20220

Phone (202) 354-7300 o Fax (202) 756-6398

TO: SR FROM: N

DATE: 03/25/09 PAGES (w/cover): 10 L
PHONE #; FAX #: 927-5799 _

SUBJECT: 2009-HQ-011 Aluminum Pennies -

OUrgent O Forreview  [J Please comment  (J Please reply [ Peryourrequ

COMMENTS: N

Per our discussion -

www.usmint.gov
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rEAS DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
( . UNITED STAVES MIN
R WASHINGTON, 0.C, 20220
’«‘;e‘p;

g
W St

March 25, 2009

Bavid S. Smith
Special Agent in Charge
Office of Investigations
U.S. Department of the Treasury
- Office of Inspector General .. . . ... . i e
740 15" Street, NW
Washington, DC 20220

RE: U.S. Mint Police Incident Report 2009-HQ-011

Dear Mr. Smith:

On March 16, 2009, NN an attomey Jocated i ontacted
the United States Mint concerning allegation that v
- in possession of three aluminum pennies. _

We are forwarding this information to you for review and consideration.

For additional information rciarding this matter, please contact—a, United

States Mint Police at 202-

Sincerely,
¢ : » e e
. e \) B

Dennis P, O’Connor

Chief

United States Mint Police

Cc: Dan Shaver
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1. CASE NUMBE [ Sansitive |- CATEOFRE 117
_INCIDENT REPORT & T 3 09
3 NATURE OF iNCIDENT 4, LOCATION OF INCIDENT ™" ™ "5 TIME/DATE OF INCIDI "
'Possession of Aluminum Pennies 1-:33 PM_ 03/ -9
i6. PERSONS INVOLVED (Complainant, Victims, Witness, Suspect, etc.) T
‘Status _ Name ... _%Son DoB Occupation Address or Department Tel Nur @
Complainant ' Lawyer 4
Subject - U i
witness I T
. -
7 PROPERTY INVOLVED (Lost, Found, Stokn, Damagad, EVIdance, 61—« . — —m o — o T
Property Category Quantity Description (Make, Model, Color, etc.) Serial or ID Number Owner -
Other o3 Alyminum Pennies . L o
8 DETAILS OF INCIDENT , _ -
Complaint contacted the USM Legal offica stating thaliilfis acting as an f*s .
claims that prior to? death ad been in possession of three m penfiss which
‘given to 'ﬁy an unknown male whil was empioyed as a toli booth aperator in lllinois. wd
that prio e eath the sted as the subject above took the pennies from ant
currently has them in possession. Lomplainant stated that listed as the witr 25 as seen
pennies and are sure are in the possession of the subject,
9. NOTIFICATIONS (Indicate tima and person notifisd) ~
ICaptain IPD T Secret Service [D. fimith 03/24/09 1 -
oic Fire FBI
: Section Chief | Ambulance " [eoo
- Security Ofﬁoe.rw — Wrecker Other
"10. ATTACHMENTS (List) [11. REPORTING OFFICER RECOMMENDS 12. Reporting Officer -
'Email attachments ) Follow-up Invastigation -
) & ayloiG ) .
" C File 13. Raviewad By ' —1
e J 7] Other
DEPARTMENT QF THE TREASURY T T Mint Form 5002 (Front)

Unitad Statas Mint

(Revise« 02/01)
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From:; O'Connor, Dennis

Sent:  Tuesday, March 17, 2009 10:39 AM

o

Cc:

Subject: FW: 1974 Aluminum Pennles

Please see the below email trail and draft 2 memo forwarding this to the IG. Thank you

From: Shaver, Daniel P,

Sent: Tuesday, March 17, 2009 10:19 AM
To: O'Connor, Dennis

Subject: FW: 1974 Aluminum Pennies

From:
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2009 2;07 PM

To: Shaver, Daniel P,
Subject: FW: 1974 Aluminum Pennies

More.

Senior Legal Counsel
United States Mint

801 9th Street NW
Washington, DC 20220

Tel: (202) 35450

Fax: (202) 756-6525

From:
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2009 1:33 PM
To:
Cc:
Subject: uminum Pennies

‘1 attorney from S c=!'ed with information on some aluminum pennies. [N

says that as seen them.
bout the pernies,

quite sure
help you.”

r sole response.

3/17/2009

sked
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hitp://fen.wikinedia.org/wiki/1974_aluminum_cent

L

3/17/2009
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From:
Sent: es0dy. , 2009 12:33 PM
To:

Here Is the name of- RE: 3 aluminum pennies.
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- 1974 aluminum cent - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

1974 aluminum cent

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
Cent (United States)

The 1974 aluminum cent was a one-cent coin proposed | ya1ye: 0 01U. S dollar
by the United States Mint in 1973. It was composed of an S

alloy of aluminum and trace metals, and intended to i Mass: O ‘J37 g

replace the predominantly copper—zinc cent due to the { (0.030 troy oz)

rising costs of coin production in the traditional bronze {

alloy. 1,571,167 were struck in anticipation of release, ' Diameter: 19.05mm (0.7: n)
butnone were released-into-circulation: Examples were - -~ Thickiess: 1S5 FET (0061 )
passed out to US Congressmen in a bid to win favor in ; : .

switching to the new alloy. When the proposed aluminum Edge: Plain/Smooth

cent was rejected, the Mint recalled and destroyed the ;
examples. A few aluminum cents not returned to the Mint |
are believed to remain in existence. One example was
donated to the Smithsonian Institution, while another was | Years of R 1'9'7 4_1975
alleged to have been found by a US Capitol Police |

Composition: 96% Aluminum ' th
trace metals mi> | in.

Officer. Since the United States Secret Service is tasked minting:
Wi.th tklxe'seizurc of any specimens, the legality of the ‘ Catalog Tudd J2151/Poll ':
coins is in doubt. ' number: P2084 (1974

[ e e s Aluminum)
Contents j Tudd J2152 (19
; ' ' Bronze-Plated S 1)
w | History l Tudd J2155 (19;
| i
t

» 2 Toven Specimen _
» 3 Other examples Aluminum)
= 4 Notes and rcfcrcnccsl Obverse

. = SFurtherreading |

History

In late 1973, the price of copper on world markets rose to

a point where the metallic value of the cent was almost

equal to its face value.l1}[2[3] The U.S. Mint, which

produces billions of cents annually, was faced with a

potentially catastrophic operating deficit, due to issuesof ;o :
o . - : At

seigniorage. As a result, the Mint tested alternate metals, - esign raham Linco

including aluminum and bronze-clad steel.l4] A
composition of 96% aluminum (with trace elements for

stability) was chosen. (1)5] The composition was chosen
due to lts longevity on coin die use, and aluminum's high Reverse

resistance to tarmshm (611,571,167 examples of the new

cents were struck, [1]( A]though they were produced in ;
1973, they were struck using 1974 dated dies in ;

Destgner: Vistor D. Brenn

Design date: 1909

http://en.wikipedia,org/wiki/1974_aluminum_cent 2 /2009
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1

anticipation of release into circulation in that yea:.m[“]

In an effort to gain
acceptance for the new
composition, the Mint ‘
distributed '
approximately three
dozen examples to
various members of the

i 1974 aluminum cent obverse

and reverse. .
C House Banking and . Design: Linicoln Memori
Currency Committee
and the Senate Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs l Designer: Frank Gasparro
Committee. Nine congréssmen and four s€nators received Des‘igr‘iﬁéfé:w Tesg T

examples, along with some Treasury officials,!!] !

Additional specimens were given out by then Mint
Director Mary Brooks.(5] Ultimately, the proposal was rejected in Congress, due mainly to the e rts of
the copper-mining and vending machine industriest”), who felt the coins would cause mechanic:

problems[sl. Opposition also came from pediatricians and pediatric radiologists who pointed out 2
radiodensity of the metal inside the respiratory and gastrointestinal tracts was close to that of sof : ssue,

and therefore would be difficult to detect in a roentgenogram(®). In addition, the price of copper : :lined
enough that making copper cents would again be profitable. The idea of changing the compositii  of the

cent would not be explored again until the 1980s, in 1982 the composition of the c¢in was chang  to
the current 99.2% zinc and 0.8% copper core alloy with a plating of pure copper anu a 20% weis |

rcductiOn.m

After the setback, the US Mint recalled the coins back, but about a dozenl!% to 14U'] aluminum it
were never returned to the mint. No oversight, record keeping, or statement that the coins had to :

returned was made by the US Mint as examples were handed'out.[.l] The Federal Bureau of Inve  ation
and other government law enforcement agencies were called in to investigate, however some

congressmen feigned ignorance and/or denied getting examples.l'] They are now cansidered
government property, and are subﬁ'ect to seizure by the Secret Service,[!1) though thz legality of : cent
is questioned by numismatists.l1J5] One aluminum cent was donated to the Smithsonian Institut : for
the National numismatic Collection.[1)6] Since no examples have been put up for public or knov |

private sa]e,[lz] it is difficult to estimate their value.

The coin is considered by a few numismatists not as a pattern coin but rather a rejected or cance :d
regular issue despite being listed in pattern books.!4]

Toven Specimen

In the February 20, 2001 edition of Numismatic News, Alan Herbert reported the existence of an
aluminum cent. It was attributed to US Capitol Police Officer Albert Toven who found the coin. -pped
by an unnamed US Congressman on the floor of the Rayburn Office Building. When the officer
attempted to return the coin to the congressman, thinking it was a dime, the congressman told hi: o

keep it.[113) This cxample was graded and certiﬁcd&y the Independent Coin Grading Company ..
“About Uncirculated-58" in 2005, but later certified Mint State 62 two months later by Professic .

Coin Grading Service.[1114)(5](13](14]

http://en. wikipedia.org/wiki/1974_aluminum_cent 3. 12009
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Other examples

Several other related examples are alleged to have existed at some point or another, including;:

10 examples of a 1974-D aluminum cent 4§>roduc¢:d at the Denver Mint.[!3]
Examples produced in bronze-clad steel.f 5]

66 Aluminum cents made in 1975 as trial strikings.[16)(17]

"Nonsense" description trial strikings of various compositions.[1]

Notes and references

DWW —

ow

I

12.

14.

135.

16.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1974_aluminum_cent

Savedesgnijkim Bowcrs pg246 o e

~ Judd pg 319.

~ DeLorey, Tom (November 2005). "Certified: '74 Aluminum Cent". COINage. p. 34,
nabedeyspatterns.com. "J2151/P2084" (http://uspatterns.com/p2084 html). uspatterns.com.
http://uspatterns.com/p2084.html. Retrieved on 2007-01-24.

A °§“’ ¢/ Judd pg 285.

A 4% Smithsonian National Museum of American History. "NMAH Legendary Coins & Cwrency: U i.ed
States, | Cent, 1974 (Aluminum)" (http://americanhistory.si.edw/coins/printable/coint. 018 shoml,
Smithsonian National Museum of American History,
http://americanhistory.si.edu/coins/printable/coin3_01B.shtml. Retrieved on 2007-01-24,

~ DeLorey, Tom (November 2005). "Certified: ‘74 Aluminum Cent". COINage. p. 35.

746 john P Dorst MD, Thomas E. Reichelderfer MD, and Roger C. Sanders MA, BM, BCh, MRC.
FRCRP. Radiodensity of the Proposed New Penny
(http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/cgi/content/abstract/65/2/2247
ijkey=f7e7c79819e¢1b677d00096fed7 11 6b46¢cc569845), PEDIATRICS Vol. 69 No. 2 February 198. | p.
224-225. Accessed 2008-04-17,
~ Yeoman, Pg 119
A ""1974 One Cent"" (http://www .coinfacts.com/small_cents/lincoln_cents/memorial _cents/1974_c ' htm).
http://www_coinfacts.com/small_cents/lincoln_cents/mermnorial_cents/1974_cent.htm. Retrieved on . | 5-12-
23,
~ Exhibits of Coin World Articles (http://financialservices.house.gov/media/pdf/071946bd.pdf), Tes 1 .ony
of Beth Deisher, Editor, Coin World, to U.S. Congressional Subcommittee. URL accessed 2007-01-
(Google cache (http://72.14.205.104/search?

=cache: lugctbokmqMJ:financialservices house.gov/media/pdf/071906bd.pdf+1974+-aluminum+lir :.n-+cen
22secret+service%22+site:. gov&hl=en&gl=us&ct=clnk&cd=1))
~ Gibbs, William T, (March 20, 2006). ""Cents copper no
more"" (hitp://www.coinworld.com/news/032006/BW_0320.asp). Coin World.
http://www.coinworld.com/news/032006/BW_0320.asp. Retrieved on 2007-04-13,

nabd coinco]lector.org'(Jul{ 20, 2005). "1974 Aluminum Cent
lector.org/archives/002708.html), coincollector.org.

Discovered” (http://coinco
http://coincollector.org/archives/002708.html. Retrieved on 2007-01-24.

~ Herbert, Alan (July 12, 2005). "Aluminum cent

slabbed” (http://web.archive.org/web/20061024101307/http://www.collect.com/interest/article.asp?
id=14406). collect.com.
http://web.archive.org/web/20061024101307/http://www.collect.convinteresvarticle. s sp?id=14406.
Retrieved on 2007-02-17.

~ "1974-D ONE
CENT" (http://www.coinfacts.com/small_cents/lincoln_cents/memorial_cents/1974d_cent.htm).

coinfacts.com. http://www.coinfacts.com/small_cents/lincoln_cents/memorial_cents/1974d_cent.htr
Retrieved on 2007-01-24,

~ ugpatterns.com. "J2155" (http://uspatterns.com/j2155.html). uspatterns.com.
http://uspatterns.com/j2155.html. Retrieved on 2007-01-24,
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Further reading

s Bowers, Q. David Official Red Book A Guide Book of Lincoln Cents Whitman Publishing
ISBN 0794822649

s Judd M.D., J. Hewitt, Bowers, Q. David (editor), & Teichman, Saul (research associate). ¢
Red Book United States Pattern Coins: Complete Source for History, Rarity, and Values.
Whitman Publishing; 9th edition (October 31, 2005). ISBN 0794818234

s Pollock III, Andrew. United States Patterns and Related Issues. Bowers and Merena Gallc

(1994). ISBN 0943161584

s Yeoman, R.S. Official Red Book A Guta’e of Umted States Coins Whitman Pubhshmg 601

edition (2007) ISBN-10:-079482039-5 -
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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
UNITED STATES MINT
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20220

March 26, 2009

David S. Smith

Special Agent in Charge for Operations
Office of the Inspector General

United States Department of the Treasury
Washington, DC 20220

RE: Aluminum One-Cent Pieces

 Dear Mr. Smith:

This letter is to advise you of the United States Mint’s position on the legal status
of aluminum one-cent pieces that it produced, but did not issue, in 1973.

For your information, I sent a letter to Mr. Brian Stafford of the United States
Secret Service (USSS) on February 26, 2001, and my predecessor, Mr. Kenneth
Gubin, sent a similar letter to the USSS on September 9, 1994, advising the USSS
of the United States Mint's position on these pieces. I reference these letters only
to reinforce that the United States Mint’s stance with regard to these pieces has
been consistent for almost 15 years.

The United States Mint’s position is that it produced aluminum one-cent pieces,
bearing the inscription “1974,” solely as experimental prototypes. The United
States Mint never issued these pieces, nor did it have lawful authority to issue
them. Therefore, the United States Mint regards all of these pieces as the
property belonging to the United States Government, and no one may lawfully
circulate, sell, buy, or hold them. Because no individual may acquire valid title to
these pieces, it is the United States Mint’s position that they are subject to
recovery by the USSS. This policy applies not only to the aluminum one-cent
pieces, but also to similar experimental prototype pieces and other pieces that the
United States Mint had no lawful authority to issue.

1f 1 can be of further assistance to you, please contact me at (202) 354-7934.

Sincerely,

United States Mint




MEMORANDUM OF ACTIVITY

Case Number: Reporting Office: Type of Activity:
USM 09 0050 Washington Field Office Witness Interview
Date/Time of Activity: Date of Report Drafted: L.ocation of Activity:

Subject of Activity: Activity Conducted By (Mame(s/ and Signature(s) and Dates(s) Signed:
Title(s))

Senior Special Agent

On Thursday, April 2, 2009, Senior Special Agent (SSA)
Department of the Trea Office of Inspector General, Office of Investigations
interviewed ‘ at esidence located at
. oncerning {fknowledge of
in possession of U.S. Mint property. Specifically,
being in possession of 1974 aluminum penny(s) minted by the U.S. Mint as a test
coin for display to members of the U.S. Congress.

To begin the interview, SSA displayed redentials for S review.

qvas then asked to provide any information, ad concerning the missing
U.S. Mint coin{s). According to *-as never seen the 1974 aluminum

pennies had stated that ossessed.

pennies to recount the story
how came to possess them. According to was the first

oll booth attended for the state of lllinois. rked on the tollway
around Chicago in the 1970’s in the area of the tollway known as the “horn”
where the tollway took a 90 degree turn to go north and south. old §
hat in 1974, while working in the area of the horn, a “big wig” pulled into
ane and after paying his toll, handed ?hree coins and told o put them
in -Jocket because they would be worth something someday. According to

This report is the property of the Office of Inspector General, and is For Official Use Only. It contains
sensitive law enforcement infarmation, the use and dissemination of which is subject to the Privacy Act, 5
U.S.C. § 552a. This information may not be copied or disseminated without the written permission of the
OIG, which will be granted only in accordance with the Privacy Act and the Freedom of Information Act, 5
U.S.C. § 552. Any unauthorized or unofficial use or dissemination of this information will be penalized.

Date Printed: 1174/09 Office of Inspector General - Investigations
01 Form-08 (10/01) Department of the Treasury




MEMORANDUM OF ACTIVITY

Case Number: Subject of Activity (Brief Description): Date of Activity:

USM 09 0050 — April 2, 2009

never identified to-nyone else who the “big wig” was.
tated saved the three coins .received that day, and they
turned out to be three very unique pennies.

According tc-—?»ad seen the coins and described
them to JiliIks being silver in color and having a white luster to them. SN
stated that D SN o<t sV the coins approximately five years

ago (2003), and that at the time the coins were kept in P s dresser
drawer in a blue plastic jewelry case along with a 1978 newspaper article from the
Chicago Tribune. The newspaper article discussed the existence of aluminum
pennies, their history, and that were being sought by the United States Secret
Service for return to the U.S. Mint.

According to Sl in October 2007 (NN vas diagnosed with terminal
cancer and wasn’t expected to live more than three months. During that time

period UGG s came to live with ’
atJll home located at ) state
that believed that sometim er /-22, 7, the three coins
disappeared from dresser drawer. related a story §jjhad
heard from
had come into the house one day an
to sit in the living room and not move. For approximately four hours (P
was in ,Ps bedroom, and based on the sounds coming from the bedroom, .
appeared to be going through the ?s room looking for something. After
some time, ( reappeared In the living room never mentioning to

—or at-had been doing or looking for.

On Thanksgiving Day 2007, home with D
d family. At some
point the discussion turned to the coins ad received in 1974 on the

tollway, and to go get the three
pennies from and bring them out for everyone to look at. When

(- returned from s bedroom, stated that the
coins were missing from the blue jewelry case, but the newspaper article about

them remained. At that time, entioned tha
about the “valuable coins”

guestioned {
had. told -that -knew of them, but had never seen them.

This report contains sensitive law enforcement material and is the property of the Office of Inspector
General, It may not be copied or reproduced without written permission from the Office of Inspector
General. This report is FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. Its disclosure to unauthorized persons is strictly
prohibited and may subject the disclosing party to liability. Public availability to be determined under 5
U.S.C. §§ 552, 652a.

Date Prnted: 11/4/09 Office of Inspector General - Investigations
01 Form-09 {10/01) Department of the Treasury
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MEMORANDUM OF ACTIVITY

Case Number: Subject of Activity (Brief Description): Date of Activity:

At that point everyone, to include -concluded that (“ had
been searching for the coins and found them, and took them. tated that
called _ either the Sunday after Thanksgiving (November 25,

2007) or the Sunday following Christmas (December 30, 2007) and asked

( to return the coins to . According to ﬁ
Sl s reply was 1 cannot help you,” which hought was a strange
response.

According to R -n(m and JFfamily returned to
s house in the January to Marc 8 timetrame, before the

at least one more time. In addition to
and Iso showed up at the house

at the same time. advised that- was told by.
that!( and children Mand along with
searched throughout the Nouse and leaving k a number of things with

them to include a bag of coins that (i I GBI S Had left in the

house from when{was a child.

S -iso related another incident that happened on the day S 25
buried. According to i, upon SEIEER s death fwas searching for @il

s engagement and wedding rings so that ﬂcould be buried wearing them.
Htated that JBthought the rings were somewnere in the house but P
couldn’t find them. Later, at the viewing for (i B =onfronted w»
] (mrning the missing coins. Again (“ed“l
cannot help you. hen asked if new what happened to S
rings as{wanted theirmburied wi .rings, and ( didn’t
answer Wil Later, after the TUneral and grave side service,

approached JJlllBand toldjjjjthat the

had given
rings and-had given them to her daughter,

According to (D @ is of S s cstate, and as such in May

2008, P and ent through s house and began
clearing out the house of items were junk and began inventorying the items of
value that remained. During this period, i} and did a complete search
of the residence for the coins, with no success. As part of the process of

executing Y duties as—of the estate,-made a written request to-
i and B to return any property taken from the home just prior to

This report contains sensitive law enforcement material and is the property of the Office of Inspector
General. It may not be copied or reproduced without written permission from the Office of Inspector
General. This report is FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. Its disclosure to unauthorized persons is strictly
prohibited and may subject the disclosing party to liability. Public availability to be determined under 5
U.§.C. §§ 552, 552a.

Date Printed: 11/4/09 Office of Inspector General - Investigations
Ol Farm-03 (10/01) Department of the Treasury




MEMORANDUM OF ACTIVITY

Case Number: Subject of Activity (Brief Description): Date of Activity:

USM 09 0050 — April 2, 2009
”s death for inclusion in the estate. According to--received a
etter from an attorney representing l! requestmg the
aimed we

identification of any items that missing from the estate.
stated that this was very odd, and that it was impossible fo to know what
was in the estate at the time of s death, or just prior to eath, and
B was relying on (I’ honesty to return any items from the estate so that
#:-ould accomplish an equitable and fair distribution of the estate.

S so identified that while as back in dealing with the finalization

of estate {fffspoke with{ I ho is the of

(

has no

told § at
need for money now, but didn’t elaborate on the comment any fur aid

that at the time of the conversation with -( -(-

aware of the missing pennies and that they were potentually worth hundreds of
thousands, if not millions of dollars.

was asked if -or any of had been experiencing financial
difficulty in the time leading up to s death, and said that
were apparently in good financial condition, and that would occasionally

help out out financially. stated that is a —
doing by jlend —are retired.

was also specifically asked by SSA if had the coins or had ever
ad possession of the coins and §fedvised that he did not.

In closing, Jjfrrovided the following information about ffijjself and -

Name:
Address:

Telephone:
DOB:

Name:
Address:

Telephone:

This report contains sensitive law enforcement material and is the property of the Office of inspector
General. It may not be copied or reproduced without written permission from the Office of Inspector
General. This report is FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. Its disclosure to unauthorized persons is strictly
prohibited and may subject the disclosing party to liability. Public availability to be determined under 5
U.S.C. §§ 552, 5§52a.

Date Printed: 11/4/09 Office of Inspector General - Investigations
Ot Form-09 (10/0T) Department of the Treasury
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MEMORANDUM OF ACTIVITY

Case Number: Subject of Activity (Brief Description): Date of Activity:
April 2, 2009

USM 09 0050

DOB:

Name: ' ;
Address:
DOB:

Name:
Address:

Telephone:

DOB:

Telephone:

Name:
Address:

Telephone
DOB:

Name:
Address:

Reviewed By (/nitials): Date:

This report contains sensitive law enforcement material and is the property of the Office of Inspector
General. It may not be copied or reproduced without written permission from the Office of inspector
General. This report is FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. Its disclosure to unauthorized persons is strictly
prohibited and may subject the disclosing party to liability. Public availability to be determined under 5

U.S.C. §§ 552, 552a.

Office of Inspector General - Investigations

Date Printed: 11/4/08
—
Ot Form-08 (10/01) asury
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INVESTIGATIVE PLAN

Title: Case Number: Priority Investigation: YES NO
Missing U.S. Mint Property USM 09 0050 (Choose one) No

Office/Branch/Supervisor;

Special Agent:

ss» NN SAICONENN..
Date Investigation Opened: FIRST CASE REVIEW - OUDAYS  [PUT DATE HERE]

March 27, 2009

SECOND CASE REVIEW - 60 DAYS [PUT DATE HERE]

Target Completion Date:
(NTE 360 DAYS FROM INITIATION)

May 31, 2009

THIRD CASE REVIEW - 60 DAYS  [PUT DATE HERE]

SUBJECT(S) OF INVESTIGATION:
Title: Grade: Location:

Name: urade

ALLEGATION INFORMATION:

Summary of Allegation(s):

”Subject) is reported to be in possession of three (3) un-monetized 1974 aluminum pennies
belonging to the U.S. Mint ’

!

Source of Allegations:




' Chronology of Events as Reported:
(Timeline)

STANDARD(S) & VIOLATION(S):

Relevant Statutes/Directives/Regulations/Policies:

18 USC 641, Theft or unlawful conversion of Government property.

However, due to the time period between the loss (1974) and the inability to impart knowledge of the coins being
stolen to the subject, we will be pursuing a civil seizure of the coins through the U.S. Attorney’s office in the
jurisdiction where we locate the coins.

Criminal Violations:

See above

Administrative Violations/Policy:

N/A

l’LANI liTERVIEws AND DOCUMENTS:

Questions to be Answered by this Investigation:

Where are the coins

Investigative Steps: Target Interview

Date: | Affidavit Yes/No ] Tape Record Yes/No







Interview 4/2/09 | No No
Intérview F 4/16/09
Contact USAQO-Civi 4/16/09
Interview m 4/28/09
Attempt to 0 Seizure Order from U.S. District Court | 4/29/09
Seize coins 4/29/09
Return coins to U.S. Mint 4/30/09
Due Date:

Anticipated Document Requests:

QI FORM-02 (12/10/08)




OFFICIAL USE ONLY

FINANCIAL CRIMES
ENFORCEMENT NETWORK

P.O. Box 39, Vienna, VA 22183-0039

1-800-SOS-BUCK _—
FAX: 703-905-3526 (FAX request will be accepted in lieu of original.)

REQUEST FOR RESEARCH
A. REQUESTOR [(JForeign U.S. Federal [J u.S. state/Local
Name: Requesting Agency: Treasury OIG
Title: Senior Special Agent Operation/Project Name: N/A
Address: 740 15th Street, NW, Suite 500, Washington, DC 20220
Telephone: (202) 927-1084 Agency Case Number: USM 09 0050

fax: (202) 927-5799 e-mail address: (RGN

B. CERTIFYING OFFICIAL (Supervisor)

| hereby certify, on behalf of the agency listed above, that this request for research is being submitted in support of a law
enforcement, regulatory, or tax investigation or proceeding, or a national security matter, including the conduct of intelligence
or counterintelligence activities to protect against international terrorism.

Title: Special Agent in Charge

Name:
740 15th Street, NW, Suite 500, Washington, DC 20220

«(202)927°5799 oot ncress: SRR
L(/vf’/ 2 9

Address:

Telephone:

Signature/Date:

C. NETWORKING WAIVER
It is FinCEN’s policy to network (i.e., notify) different requestors that have submitted requests for information to FinCEN
on the same subject. Networking gives the requestors the opportunity to coordinate their efforts with other FinCEN
requestors, both domestic and international, on matters of mutual interest. FinCEN will disclose only the identity of your
agency, your telephone number, your case number, and the common subject(s).

Are you interested in networking with domestic requestors? . Yes D No
Are you Interested in networking with international requestors? [ Yes No

D. INVESTIGATIVE INFORMATION Criminal Civil (] Regulatory
1. Are other Agencies participating in this investigation? [] Yes No

If so, please identify the agencies here: N/A

2. In order to help us respond to your request, please provide a detailed overview/purpose (e.g., asset identification) of this

investigation and the principal violation(s) and what type of information you need from FinCEN. Use a separate page if needed.

During the early 1970s, the price of copper rose to a point where the cent almost contained more than one cent's worth of copper. This led the
Mint to test alternate metals, including aluminum and bronze-clad steel. In 1974, aluminum was chosen to replace copper in the penny, and
approximately 1.57 million of these prototype patter cants were struck and were ready for public release before ultimately being rejected. About
a dozen prototype pattern aluminum cents were given to government officials, in particular to congressmen as a prototype pattern example.
Some of these protolype pattern coins are believed to still be in the hands of collectors, although they are now considered illegal and are subject

to seizure by the Treasury Department. In March 2009, it was reported to the Treasury OIG that three of the missing prototype pattern coins
the prototype pattemn

were in the possession of Wf ince 1974. Upon i
coins reportedly changed hands sion o * stimates on the value
of the prototype pattern coins range from $100,000 to $1,000,000 pefcoin. Itis reqUes ). SAR's {Treasury

Form TD F 90-22.47), FBAR's (Treasury Form TD F 90-22.1) and Report of intemational Transportation of Currency or Monetary instruments
(FinCEN Form 105) be run on o determine if there are any indications that may have recently sold these

prototype pattem coins.

OFFICIAL USE ONLY FinCEN Form 50 (Rev.03/08)




SUBJECT INFORMATION Total Number of Subjects in Request: __2

Primary Subject(s) of Investigation (individual or business):

Name: 4__’ N (MNU)
2 © middie
AKAs: Unknown
Address _“
i umber ree Apt. or Suite #

" B R

] Stale Counlry
Telephone #: —m

FBI #/sID #; _Jnknown
pOR: Unknown Gender: _-_ Race: _CAUCaSIan

#: Unknown Country: Unknown
Unknown

Passport

Alien Reg, #: N/A Driver’s License # / State:

Other information or comments:

'f Subject 2

Additional Subject(s) of Investigation (individual or business):

Name: —_- ‘ .
Middle

Last First
AKAS: Unknown

adaress (Y
iumher Stree) Apl. ar Suite #

Cit State ip Counl
retephone +: IR FBI #/SID #:
pog: _YUnknown ssn/EIN: _Inknown
pos: __Inknown Gender: -___. Race: .-____—_
Passport #: Unknown Country: Unknown
Alien Reg. #: Unknown Driver’s License # / State: Unknown

Other information or comments:

Attach additional sheets as needed. Number of additional sheets: 0




rage 1 ol 1

_From: fmcen gov]
Sent: Thursday, Apnl 30, 200
To:
Subject: Response to your expedite request

Both of your subjects were negative in the Bank Secrecy Act (BSA) database, which inciudes the CTRs, SARs,
and all of the other forms you named.

Both of your subjects were negative in FinCEN's internal law enforcement databases, which FinCEN queries for
networking purposes.

Would you please let me know if this e-mail will suffice as a response to your request, or if you need a negative
report?

Thank you.

Intelligence Research Specialist

Financial Crimes Enforcement Network (FinCEN)
703-
FinCEN.gov

https://ustreas/cms/investigators/casefiles/cid1028/Response%20t0o%20FinCEN%20Reque... 11/4/2009



MEMORANDUM OF ACTIVITY

Case Number: Reporting Otfice: Type of Activity:

USM 09 0050 Washington Field Office Telephonic Contact

Date/Time of Activity: Date of Report Drafted: Location of Activity:

May 14, 2009, 10:00 AM May 18, 2009 740 15" Street, NW
Suite 500

Washington, DC

Activity Conducted By (Namef(s) and
Title(s))

On Thursday, May 14, 2009, Senior Special Agent (SSA)
Treasury Office of Inspector General (TOIG) received a telephone call from

(nee: concerning i Jknowledge of three 1974 aluminum prototype
pennies that were allegedly in the possession of
prior to death in . In response to questions,
substantially the following: said that as no knowledge as to the coins,

and isn’t even certain that they ever existed. said that oesn’t have them
and never has. also stated that.was contacted torney, a
attorney question the veracity of SSA nd
actually being agents of the Government. SSA
attorney to query the internet for the website for the
Treasury Office of Inspector General and to call the number to validate the identity
of the SSA. SSA Iso invited both

and”o contact the
Assistant United States Attorney at the United States Attorney’s

Office for the Eastern District of Michigan to verify the identity of-nd

had been very ill with cancer before

then went on to advise that
eath and that some of the medications had been taking for a prior back
wasn’t sure that the

surgery had made hallucinate.

coins ever existed, also stated that neither ere ever in
possession of the mysterious coins, and as no knowledge as to anyone ever
possessing them. When asked if. would submit to an in-person interview

Subject of Activity:

This report is the property of the Office of Inspector General, and is For Official Use Only. It contains
sensitive law enforcement information, the use and dissemination of which is subject to the Privacy Act, 5
U.S.C. § 552a. This information may not be copied or disseminated without the written permission of the
0IG, which will be granted only in accordance with the Privacy Act and the Freedom of Information Act, 5

U.S.C. § 552. Any unauthorized or unofficial use or dissemination of this information will be penalized.
B Office of Inspector General - Investigations
Department of the Treasury

Oate Prnted: 5/27/08
D rorm 08 110:00

Page 1 of 2




MEMORANDUM OF ACTIVITY

(Case Number: Subject of Activity (Brief Description): Date of Activity:

USM 09 0050 - May 14, 2009
in the future,?stated that .as nothing to add and that .has no

knowledge of the coins in question.

Reviewed By (/niria/s):é Date: [=- T -0OF

This report contains sensitive law enforcement material and is the property of the Office of Inspector
It may not be copied or reproduced without written permission from the Office of Inspector

General.

General. This report is FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. Its disclosure to unauthorized persons is strictly
prohibited and may subject the disclosing party to liability. Public availability to be determined under 5
U.S.C. §§ 552, 552a.

Diate Frinted: 5/27:09 Office of Inspector General - investigations
01 Form 09 11001 Department of the Treasury
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MEMORANDUM OF ACTIVITY

Case Number: Reporting Office: Type of Activity:
USM 08 0050 Washington Field Office Interview

Date/Time of Activity: Date of Report Drafted: Location of Activity:
May 11, 2009, 2:00 PM May 15 2009

Subject of Activity: Activity Conducted By (Namef(s) and
Titlets))

Inspector
U.S. Mint Police

On Monday, May 11, 2009, Senior Special Agent (SSA)
Treasury Office of Inspector General and , Inspector, U.S.
Police interviewed _ in the visitors area at

4

where is employed. was advisedmvas being interviewed
concerning nowledge of prototype coins that had alleiedly been in the

possession of

S

nd Inspector
to inspect.

To begin the interview, SSA displayed their official

Government credentials for

-provided substantially the following information. had little to no
specific knowledge of the coins in question. -stated that since

death in there has been a riff between the f
- and because of some

allegedly valuable coins that was supposed to have had.-stated

tha has never seen them and tha isn’t even sure if they ever existed.
stated that the— and the have polarized into two
camps over these coins and it is unfortunate went on to state that.as
no other knowledge of the coins.

This report is the property of the Office of Inspector General, and is For Official Use Only. [t contains
sensitive law enforcement information, the use and dissemination of which is subject to the Privacy Act, 5
U.S.C. § 552a. This information may not be copied or disseminated without the written permission of the
01G, which will be granted only in accordance with the Privacy Act and the Freedom of Information Act, 5
U.S.C. § 552. Any unauthorized or unofficial use or dissemination of this information will be penalized.
Office of Inspector General - Investigations
Department of the Treasury

Date Prnted” §/27'08
O Foom-59 410,01

Page 1 of 2




MEMORANDUM OF ACTIVITY

Case Number: Subject of Activity (Brief Description): Date of Activity:

USM 09 0050 — May 11, 2009
as asked about a specific comment made to_
about q Specifically reportedly had said has no
S NoOw. hen asked to explain what-'neant by the comment,

financial worrie
stated thataan are financially well off because of
s employmen eing a genius when it comes to computers.

had nothing additional to add to the interview, and the interview was
terminated.

Reviewed By (/nitials): Z/d Date: 4,/ =277

This report contains sensitive law enforcement material and is the property of the Office of Inspector
General. it may not be copied or reproduced without written permission from the Office of Inspector
General. This report is FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. Its disclosure to unauthorized persons is strictly
prohibited and may subject the disclosing party to liability. Public availability to be determined under 5

U.S.C. §5§ 652, 552a.

Date Printed 5:27/09
Q1 form-09 (10/01

Office of Inspector General - Investigations
Department of the Treasury

Page 2 of 2




MEMORANDUM OF ACTIVITY

Case Number: Reporting Office: Type of Activity:
USM 08 0050 Washington Field Office Interview
Date/Time of Activity: Date of Report Drafted:

May 11, 2009; 7:00 PM May 18, 2009

Activity Conducted By {Mame(s) and
Title(s))

Senior Spe“clal '!ge‘m

Inspector
U.S. Mint Police

Subject of Activity:

On Monday, May 11, 2009, Senior Special Agent (SSA)
Treasury Office of Inspector General and
Police interviewed

Inspector, U.
residence located at
. was advised] as being

interviewed concerning nowledge of prototype aluminum pennies that had
allegedly been in the possession of- ﬁof

To begin the interview, SSA
Government credentials for

and Inspector I displayed their official

o inspect.
provided substantially the following information, In the early 1970’5,-
had been shown the aluminum pennies b after received them while
working at a toll booth on the East/West Tollway at in L.
According to had been working at the toll booth when a “big

wig” handed three pennies and told o hold on to them because they would
be worth something someday. remembered holding the coins at that time
and that they unusually light in weight and were almost white in color.!ent on
to state that the next tim aw the pennies, it was in 2006 or 2007 and they
were in a plastic jewelry box in s dresser drawer, and the coins were
wrapped in a newspaper article that discussed how there were 13 of these pennies

This report is the property of the Office of Inspector General, and is For Official Use Only. It contains
sensitive law enforcement information, the use and dissemination of which is subject to the Privacy Act, 5
U.S.C. § 552a. This information may not be copied or disseminated without the written permission of the
0OIG, which will be granted only in accordance with the Privacy Act and the Freedom of Information Act, 5
U.S.C. § 552. Any unauthorized or unofficial use or dissemination of this information will be penalized.
Office of Inspector General - Investigations
Department of the Treasury

Jme Prnlod: §/2 109
3t Form-08 (1001

Page 1 of 2




MEMORANDUM OF ACTIVITY

Case Number: Subject of Activity (Brief Description): Date of Activity:

USM 09 0050 - May 11, 2009

at large and that they were being sought by the Government for return to the U.S.
Mint.

According to ‘ ds told by and

sometime around Thanksgiving or Christmas 2007,

had visited home in \q, During that visi,
had instructed to stay in either the living room or the
while Fwent into the s bedroom, stated thatqtold

that based upon the sounds coming from s bedroom, it sounded as
if as going. through 's.dresser
s death, when b

were visiting t
home, at the direction of ent 1o get the coins from dresser
drawer to show everyone. stated that whe went into the dresser

drawer, the plastic jewelry case was empty, and the newspaper article had been

left unfolded in the drawer. Wher'vent back toqr to tel.that the
coins were missing,— and stated t at-'nust have

taken them.

also recalled a second incident when brought?, -
and to the s house in the summer of either 2006 or 200/.  During
that visit, the went upstairs and apparently rifled

through 's belongings th ad left atms house. Upon their
’ ad a shoe box fille coins thatm

leaving the house,
had collected as a child, and the children were walking out of the house with the

dvised tha ad no other specific knowledge of where the missing
aluminum pennies might be, and he specifically stated that.ad never removed
them nor caused them to be removed fro 's house.

Reviewed By l/nitials): Date: 5!2 2&07

This report contains sensitive law enforcement material and is the property of the Office of inspector
General. It may not be copied or reproduced without written permission from the Office of Inspector
General. This report is FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. Its disclosure to unauthorized persons is strictly
prohibited and may subject the disclosing party to liability. Public availability to be determined under 5
U.S.C. §§ 552, 552a. B
Date Ponted: 527,09 Office of Inspector General - Investigations
I Form-08 (10:01) Department of the Treasury
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MEMORANDUM OF ACTIVITY

Case Number: Reporting Office: Type of Activity:
UsM 08 0050 Washington Field Otfice Interview
Date/Time of Activity: Date of Report Drafted: Location of Activity:
May 12, 2009, 3:00 PM May 18, 2008
Activity Conducted By {Name(s) and Signature(s) and Dates(s) Signed:

Title(s))

Rgent

U.S. Mint Police

On Tuesday, May 12, 2009, Senior Special Agent (SSA)
Treasury Office of Inspector General and
Police interviewed
residence located a

, Inspector, U.5. Mint
n the front doorstep of

was asked if as aware why nspecto
residence to interview tate M\/as made aware of the agents
presence by who had conticted -the day before to let

know that they would be attempting to contact .oncerning three 1974

aluminum pennies.
and lnspector-displayed their official
to inspect,.

To begin the interview, SSA
Government credentials for

At the onset of the contact with . stated that had no desire to talk
to the interviewers concerning the matter.” After a few morients, began to
discuss the issue, and provided substantially the following information.
stated that had no specific knowledge as to the actual existence of the three
“pennies” that s supposedly had in
possession. stated that had never been told about them by
and first learned of the coins existénce in mid-2008 just prior to
death. .went on to state that .doesn't have the three pennies as

This report is the property of the Office of Inspector General, and is For Official Use Only. It contains
sensitive law enforcement information, the use and dissemination of which Iis subject to the Privacy Act, 5
U.S.C. § 552a. This information may not be copied or disseminated without the written permission of the
0IG, which will be granted only in accordance with the Privacy Act and the Freedom of information Act, 5
U.S.C. § 552. Any unauthorized or unofficial use or disseminatlon of this information wiil be penalized.
Office of Inspector General - Investigations
Department of the Treasury

Dats Prnted: 5-27:09
Ot Form-09 110:01)

Page 1 of 2

I




MEMORANDUM OF ACTIVITY

Case Number: Subject of Activity (Brief Description): Date of Activity:

USM 08 0050 - May 12, 2009
no idea who might have them. stated that wasn't ever sure the pennies
even really exist. said that had back surgery and from that time
on the medication ad for back an e medication ad been prescribed
for‘cancer had left hallucinating. _said that there are two
possibilities associated with the pennies, the coins may have existed at one point
but gave them away or they never existed at all. Either way,

as no idea what happened to them, stated specifically that
never had them, and that no one in immediate

or children ever possessed the coins.

doesn’t have them and
family,

went on to state that this fiasco was started by
an at it is tearing their family apart over their
-had nothing further to offer and the intervie

Reviewed By (/nitials): /— Date: y~29-09

This report contains sensitive law enforcement material and is the property of the Office of Inspector
General. It may not be copied or reproduced without written permission from the Office of Inspector
General. This report is FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. Its disclosure to unauthorized persons is strictly
prohibited and may subject the disclosing party to liability. Public availability to be determined under 5
U.S.C. §§ 552, 552a.

Datn Prnmd: 52708 Office of Inspector General ~ Investigations
O Form-09 11001} Department of the Treasury
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MEMORANDUM OF ACTIVITY

Case Number: Reporting Office: Type of Activity:
USM 08 0050 Washington Field Otfice Telephonic Contact
Date/Time ot Activity: Date of Report Drafted: ocation tivity:

TAP

Activity Conducted By (Name(s) and Signatur
Title(s))

On Wednesday, May 13, 2009, Senior Special Agent (SSA)
Treasury Office of Inspector General (TOIG) received a telephone call from
concerning the SSA’s numerous attempts to contact
dvised during the telephone conversation thatqvad no knowled e as o]
the location of the pennies that the SSA was trying to locate and that

nothing else to say about the matter. When the SSA stated tha asn t ina
position to discuss the issue and requested an opportunity to either interview

over the telephone at another time or to have another agent meet with

person, .stated that’ had nothing else to state and that’answers to any
future questions would be, “I don’t know.” At that time the telephone

conversation was ended.

Reviewed By {/nitials): ‘A Date: !’-Z?Z(O;"

This report is the property of the Office of Inspector General, and is For Official Use Only. It contains
sensitive law enforcement information, the use and dissemination of which is subject to the Privacy Act, 5
U.S.C. § 552a. This information may not be copied or disseminated without the written permission of the
OIG, which will be granted only in accordance with the Privacy Act and the Freedom of Information Act, 5
U.S.C. § 552. Any unautharized or unofficial use or dissemination of this information will be penalized.
Office of Inspector General - Investigations
Department of the Treasury
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MEMORANDUM OF ACTIVITY

Case Number: Reporting Office: Type of Activity:

USM 09 0050 Washington Field Office Receipt of Documents
D;i'a/Timgrai'i::t'i;iz;:” Date of Report Drafted: Location ot Activity:
Aprit 23, 2009 / 9:54 AM April 24, 2009 740 15" St., NW

Washington, DC

Subject of Activity: Activity Conducted By (Namef(s} and Signature
Title(s})

On Thursday, April 23, 2009, Senior Special Agent (SSA)

Department of the Treasury, Office of Inspector General, O'!ice of Investigata!ns

telephonically contacted concerning cantact

with m representin in
the distribution o e eState of
-who died in... ' ocuments.

Attachments:
1) Letter from Attorney at Law, to
and : Contents of . , date
2) !etter from  Attorney at Law, to ,
RE: Estate o -County Case No. dated

Reviewed By (/nitials): Date: ,JZ?Z[Q?

{ This report is the property of the Office of Inspector General, and is For Official Use Only. [t contains l
i sensitive law enforcement information, the use and dissemination of which is subject to the Privacy Act, § '
U.S.C. § 552a. This information may not be copied or disseminated without the written permission of the
0OIG, which will be granted only in accordance with the Privacy Act and the Freedom of Information Act, 5 ’

U.5.C. § 552, Any unauthorized or unofficial use or dissemination of this information will be penalized.
Late Proted. 42408 Office of inspector General - investigations
D Fenm 't (RO Department of the Treasury
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APR-2Z-2009 09 :54 AM ’

ATTORNEY 4T L‘v

|§||

TO:
CAXNUMBER. _(202) 927-5799 o
RE; Aluminum pennies

No. of Pages (Including Cover Sheet)

COMMENTS: paar m
wing are the letters you requested.

x___ For your information :
’ c . : ’

Per your request

Please reply as soon as possible

v

¢ ¢ ¢ MPORTANT NOTICE ¢ ‘ ..

THIS MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY TO WHICHIT IS
ADDRESSED, AND MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT 18 PRIVILEOED, CONFIDENTIAL AND EXEMPT
FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER APPLICABLE LAW, IF THE READER OF THIS MESSAGE IS NOT THE
INTENDED RECIPIENT, OR THE EMPLOYEE OR AGENT RESPONSIBLE FOR DELIVERING THE MESSAGE
TO THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT ANY DISSEMINATION,
DISTRIBUTION OR COPYING OF THIS COMMUNICATION IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. IF YOU HAVE
RECEIVED THIS COMMUNICATION IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY US IMMEDIATELY BY TELEPHONE,
AND RETURN THE ORDINAL MESSAGE TO US AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS VIA THE U.S. POSTAL

SERVICE. THANK YOU.

.01




AFR-23-20@9 09:54 AM ’

August 28, 2008

re: ovens o NNY

Dear Beneficiaries:

As nominated in m will and court ordered as independent executor, my duty is to
take possession or contr personal property of the decedent, It has come to my attention
that items have been removed from house before ¥ death. I request those items be
returned and I be informed immediatelydT those arrangemeorts so that those items may be
inventoried and their value distributed under the terms of-s will,

The items of property presently contained at — sppear'to fall into three
categories: 1) items of value, 2) items that may have some small value and too numerous to list,
and 3) items that have no value because of age and/or deterioration. I have prepared an inventory
list of those items in category 1), which is enclosed for your information. I will consider any

suggested additions to that list which you may have.

I am mindful of the written request of some of you to only permit distribution to take
place in the presence of four children (all the legatees in the will), however, there is not

uniform agreement as to ggested condition.

What will occur is that all beneficiaries may chose any items and the appraised value of

those items will be attributed to that beneficiary's equal share. All unchosen items and items
chosen by more than one beneficiary will be sold at an estate sale and/or yard sale. Each of
you have fifteen (15) days from the date of this letter to return the list marked with your choices

1

. a2




APR-23-2009 89:54 AM ' 1 "
, . .

(i.e. received by me by Friday, r it will be deemed that no items are desired
and an equal share of all items will be distributed as the estate is able. Should more time be needed

WWchoices, you must request an extension, in writing, 1o be received by me by

Sincerely,

Estate of
Deceased and

.03
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W - o~ .. roperty LocaTED AT NN

Mahogany S-drawer chest
Mahogany S-drawer dresser
Mahogany Bed head and foot boards
Mahogany shield-shaped mirror
Mghogany nightstand
Queen sized mattress
Queen sized box foundation
‘9"~ - Chafryaniﬁtmsman_. e B SN s B e+ ot a2y e nen < spraem
l0, Alarm clock

NOVnE LN -

11 Crucifix
12. Crucifix
13. Crucifix
14, Crucifix

15. Dressing seat

D (1] 1)
16. RCA Color TV
17. TV Antennee (2)
18, VCR
19. DVD
20. Singer sewing machine
21, Small upholstered chair
22. Octagon table
23. Breakfront top & bottom
24, School desk
28, Brass lamp

26. Clock
27. 4 wood shelves and standards

28. Rocker - wood and upholstery

LIVING ROOM

29, Secretary with matching top cabinet
30. Breakfront top & bottom

3l Magnavox stereo console

32. Sofa

33. Chair - Gold upholstery/wood arms
34, End tables (2) matching

35 Chairs White upholstered back and seat (2) matching
36. Chair - upholstered seat

37, Chair - wood spindle back

38. Brass lamps - (2) matching

39, Divine Infant statue

40, Divine Infant statue

41, Large girl statue




‘QPR-23—2BB9 09:55 AmM ’

42, Teak fold-up planter - 3 tier

43, Wexford air ionizer

44, Wooden sunburst wall decoration
45, Girl statue

46. Sacred Heart wall decoration

47. Mahogany end table

48, Bose AM/FM/CD player

49. Ottoman

50. Altar candle

51 Coffee table - wood oval

52. Mechanical chair » Blue corduroy . .

53 “Drapey - - A
DINING ROOM
54. Dining room table and leaves

58. Dining room chairs - (6) matching
56. Comer cupboard

57. Secretary

58, Mantle clock

59. Phone table

60. Metal File Cabinet - 4 drawer ("Corrian")

61, Shelves

62. Sconces - (2) brass candle - shell shaped
63. Telephone (Black)

64. Picture frame - "Antoinette shop"

65. Plate wall hangings

66. Silverware

KITCHEN

67. Kitchen table

68. Chairs -(2) MATCHING
69. Refrigerator

70. Couch - blue flowered
71. Gold couch (from
72. Full bed (Headbo
73. Full mattress

74. Box spring

75. Coffee table

76. Night stand

77. Kitchen ¢hair

78. TV stand

79. Lamp - yellow
80. Lamp - glags

81 Mirror (4.5' x 3') beveled edge

.03
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82.
83
84,
85.
86.
87.
88,
89,
90.
9l

93.

94,
95,
96.
97.
98,

100.
101.
102.
103,
104,
105.
106.
107.
108.
109.
110.

11
112
113,
114,
115.
116.
117,
118.
119.

92

Dresser and matching murror

Brass lamps - (2) matching

Marbke lamp

Brass lamp

Matching standard beds (headboards & metal frame)
Lampshade

Chair . upholstered paisley

Drum table

Kitchen step

- Chair.with cushioned seat . =~ = =
Hope chest...\.....‘v - e P, e e e o -

TV stand

Mink stole (2 minks)
Chest of drawers
Chair

Humidifier (2 gallon)
Textbooks (50)

Hall table.

3 card tables ,
Psychiatrist couch Soken fur w ‘aﬁ-

Clothes rack

Bar - wdkey M“J-

Nook — wuXey davsqsd

Portable dishwasher «— bl uﬂﬁ v-*
Vacuum cleaner

Bi-fold table

Secamstress form

Pedestal floor lamp with four bulbs

Round mirror

Washer - Kenmore

Dryer « Kenmore

Christmas tree with lights & ormaments
Travel chest

Exercise bicycle

Dresser

Dresser

Metal cabinet

Desk




»
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GARAGE

120.  Aluminum Extension Ladder

121, Aluminum Step Ladder

122. 2 Golf Pull Carts

123.  Pitchfork

124, 5 Shovels

125. 2 Snow Shovels

126. 4 Saws

127.  Branch Clipper

128.  Hoe

130" Sahwimn Bieyele~ ¢
131,  Wheelbarrow

132, Exercige Bicycle

133. Lawn Mower

134.  Snow Blower

135.  Upholstered Chair «cav-iag brekay
136, 4 Aluminum Lawn Chairs

137. 2 Smal! Step Ladders

138,  Edger.

139.  Gardenhose & Reel

140.  Vamint Trap

141, 2 Brooms

142, 2 Lawn Rakes

143, Electric Hedge Clipper

144,  Bird Bath jb«oﬁh/w mmd
145.  Cast Iron Lawn Tables and Chairs

1

3901

TZ3I 6547

.87
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Legal Assistant

Atorney at Law

Irecaxﬂymatwithm Mw discuss the status of the probate zstate
refareniced above as dated August 28, 2008. My client has
asked me to communicate with you following our discussion with respect to a few
matters affecting the probete estate, Kindly direct any responsive communication care of
the undersigned.

~ While my client and [ appreciate the difficulties that an Executor faces with respect to
division of personal property, nonetholeas the plan for distribution set forth in your
correspondenos {3 imacceptabls for various reasons, First, you provide no explanation as
to the personal property distribution cannot take place exclusively in the presence of
the lings as requested by my client and pechaps ooe or more of the other siblings.
There is no logical reason why extended family members who are not beneficiaries under
the Will need be present at the time of the distribution. You indicate there is not
“uniform agreement™ as 0 proceeding in this manncr, bowever, under all the
circumstances 1 trust you can appreciate it distribution of the personal property can
occur more cfficiently and with less potential for hostility or distraction if limited to only
the siblings.

In addition, it is troubling o see that you plan to sell to a third party any item that
potentially is desired by more than one sibling, rather than provide a mechanism whereby
the siblings can reach resolution in a manner that allows a family member to retain the
jtem in question. Again, I understand it is difficult as an Executor to bandle matters such

as this and aoccordingly I can appreciate your desire to implement some guidelines to
allow for finalization of the process. However, it simply makes no sense to forcs items

wew. S o~
z6/19  399d * B :or seezsesse
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into an estats sale or yard sale situation when cleerly st least onc sibling would benefit
from baving possession of the item as a remembrance of your

Your corr i 0u expect to receive the siblings’ list of desircd
itemns by Friday, However, you also agroed to extend this deadline
so long as a written extengion {s received within the same thme frmme.

Accordingly, this correspondence serves as p formal request for an extension
of your self-imposed deadline until such time as siblings can reach agreement as

to the manner in which personal property shall be distributad.

I 0L 5 2 -~ £ i vamwmwammfotﬁiﬂmuﬁ attachad . . .
correspondence, There are also a few itéms not listed that my
client would be interested in viewing and perhaps retaining at the time the distribution
takes place, Mycﬁcntmustﬁmistonccagainthn.thismmovcforwarda:lcm
initially with only the siblings {nvolved in the process of distribution, This is not an
umwwmbleraquodmdlcxpecttb&youmﬂmnﬂduymposxﬁmaﬁamicwing

this correspondence,

As you likely are aware, my client does have the right to proceed with a motion before
the court to terminate your independent administration of this estate, thereby allowing for
the court to make a decision as to the reasonable manner in which personal property shall
be distributed. While this would be onerous for you as an out-of-state Executor because

you would need court approval for all actions taken om behalf of the estate, nonctheless
mychentwﬂlnothwwstopmcaedmthismmumwdedbyappucablc

law should it becoms nacsssary. That being sald, upon your reconsideration
agreement to procecd in the manner set forth in this correspondence, we can avoid
litigation.

Please advise as to how you wish to proceed with respect to this matter, At the tme you
provide your response, I also would request that you speoify what items you believe were
removedﬁomﬂ:chomepﬁonm:‘dwh The first paragraph of your rocent
correspondence is ambiguous none of the siblihgs can be expected to
respond to your indirect accusation without detatls.

Sincerely yours,

/ll////i




MEMORANDUM OF ACTIVITY

Reporting Office: Type of Activity:

Case Number:
Contact With U.S. Mint Counsel

USM 09 0050 Washington Field Office

Date of Report Drafted: Location of Activity:
740 15" St., NW, Suite 500

Washington, DC

Date/Time of Activity:
May 27, 2009; May 27, 2008

Subject of Activity: Activity Conducted By (Mame(s) and Signature(s) and Dates(s) Signed:
Title(s))

Daniel Shaver
Chief Counsel

On Wednesday, May 27, 2009, Senior Special Agent (SSO) —
Department of the Treasury, Office of Inspector General contacted Daniel Shaver,
Chief Counsel, United States Mint to discuss the issuance of a notification letter to
each of the children of oncerning the whereabouts of three

aluminum experimental prototype one- ieces created by the U.S., Mint in the
1973 - 1974 time period that were alleged to have been in the possession of

prior to 'death in --

Shaver advised that on May 27, 2009, the originals of the attached letters were
sent to:

'.-

This report is the property of the Office of Inspector General, and is For Official Use Only. [t contains
sensitive law enforcement information, the use and dissemination of which is subject to the Privacy Act, 5
U.S.C. 8 552a. This information may not be copled or disseminated without the written permission of the
QIG. which will be granted only in accordance with the Privacy Act and the Freedom of Information Act, 5

U.S.C. § 652. Any unauthorized or unofficial use or dissemination of this information will be penalized.
Office of Inspector General - Investigations
Department of the Treasury

Daiw Printed: 5:27/09
OF Foun 08 110:01)
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MEMORANDUM OF ACTIVITY

Case Number: Subject of Activity {(Brief Description): Date of Activity:

Attachments:
1) Lettert

Mint, dated May 27, 2009.
2) Letter to from Daniel Shaver, Chief Counsel, U.S. Mint, dated May

27,2009... . ... ..

3) Letter to _

May 27, 20009.
4} Letter to
May 27, 2009.

from Daniel Shaver, Chief Counsel, U.S.

, from Daniel Shaver, Chief Counsel, U.S. Mint, dated

Reviewed By (/nitials): _A Date: = 9 ~<0F

This report contains sensitive law enforcement material and is the property of the Office of Inspector
General, It may not be copied or reproduced without written permission from the Office of Inspector
General. This report is FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. Its disclosure to unauthorized persons is strictly
prohibited and may subject the disclosing party to liability. Public availability to be determined under 5
U.S8.C. §5 552, 552a.

Date Prinved: 5/27/09 Office of Inspector General ~- Investigations
01 Form-08 110011 Department of the Treasury

Page 2 of 2

from Daniel Shaver, Chief Counsel, U.S-. Mlntdz;ted




DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
UNITED STATES MINT
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20220
May 27, 2009

RE: Aluminum One-Cenl Pigces

" Recently, my office learned from offici
of Inspector General that your

1ay have acquired anc sed thre -cent prototypenicees
bearing an inscription of the year 1974. Lam wriling Lo advise you of the United
States Government’s position on the legal status of such aluminum one-cent picces
and to request your assistance in locating and recovering the three pieces that your
mother may have had in her possession.

s Office

In 1973 and 1974, the United States Mint produced aluminum one-cent picees,
bearing the inscription "197.1," solely as experimental prototypes. The United States
Mint never issued these pieces, nor did it have lawful authority to issue them.
Therefore, the United States Government regards all of these pieces as public
property belonging to the United States, and that it is unlawful for anyone to
circulate, sell, buy, or possess them. This legal position applies not only to 1974
aluminum one-cent picees, but also to similar experimental prototype picces and
other pieces that the United States Mint had no lawful authority to issue as legal
tender coinage.

In addition to the legal status of these pieces, the United States Mint recognizes their
historic and symbolic value as true American heirlooms. Because of their unigue
nature, the United States Mint regards them as some of our country’s most valuable
and cherished numismatic artifacts. Accordingly, as national treasures, we believe il
is particularly important for the United States Government to recover them on behalf
of all the people of the United States.

If you have any information that could assist us in Jocating the three picces that
reportedly were in your mother's possession, please contact
office, at (202) 354”\\’(: would be extremely grateful 10T your assistance Lo Lhe
United States Mint ahd to the nation.

Qifl\ccrcly,

Daniel P, Shaver
Chief Counsel
United States Mint




DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
UNITED STATES MINT
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20220

May 27, 2009

RE: Aluminum One-Cent Picces

“Recenfly, my office Tearnéd from’ officials of the Départnient of tie Tréasiry’s Office
of Inspeclor General Ltha f
May have acquir ssessed three aluminum one-cent | vieces
¢!

an inscription of the year 1974. I am writing to advise you of the United
States Government's position on the legal status of such aluminum one-ceunt picces
and to request your assistance in locating and recovering the three pieces that your
mother may have had in her possession.

In 1973 and 1974, the United States Mint produced aluminum one-cent pieces,
bearing the inscription “1974,” solely as experimental prototypes. The United Stales
Mint never issued these pieces, nor did it have lawful authority to issue them,
Therefore, the United States Government regards all of these picces as public
property belonging to the United States, and that it is unlawful for anyone to
circulate, sell, buy, or possess them. This legal position applies not only to 1974
aluminum one-cent pieces, but also to similar experimental prototype pieces and
other pieces that the United States Mint had no lawful authority to issue as legal.
tender coinage, '

In addition to the legal status of these pieces, the United States Mint recognizes their
historic and symbolic value as true American heirlooms. Because of their unique
nature, the United States Mint regards them as some of our country's most valuable
and cherished numismaltic artifacts. Accordingly, as national treasures, we believe it
is particularly important for the United States Government to recover them on behalf
of all the people of the United States.

If you have any information that could assist us in locating the three pieces that
reportedly were in your mother's possession, please contact of my
office, at (202) 354“ We would be extremely grateful for your assistance to the
United States Mint: o the nation.

United States Mint
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@ REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

17139

DATE OF REPORT
REPORT STATUS | Final

CASE NUMBER 2007-0328

CASE TITLE -M\cnm Financial Officer and President of the
CK Fa orial Foundation

PERTINENT Title 18 USC § 641 — Public money, property or records
STATUTE(S),
REGULATION(S), | Title 18 USC 1001 - False Statements
AND/OR
POLICY(IES) Public Law 108-15—APR 23, 2003
SYNOPSIS

This case was initiated upon the receipt of correspondence from the General
Counsel’s Office, United States Mint (USM), regarding possible misuse of USM
funds from the Coin Surcharge Program by a group named Black Patriots Memorial
Foundation (BPMF). The USM advised that the organization received approximately
$902,000.00 in USM funds from the sale of commerative coins, as authorized by
Congress, and disbanded without providing the requisite annual “Auditeyl Financial
Opinion.” (Exhibits 1, 2)

The resulting United States Department of the Treasury (Treasury), Office of

Inspector General (OIG), Office of Investigations (Ol) investigation revealed that no

members of the Black Patriots Memorial Foundation (BPMF) profited from any of

the $902,000.00 of USM funds. However, the investigation did reveal thatsome

of the USM funds were not used in accordance with Public Law 108-15—APR 23,-
Case Agent: Supervisory Appads

ecial Agent

{Signature) (Signature)
This report is the property of the Office of Inspector General, and is For Official Use Only. It contains
sensitive law enforcement information, the use and dissemination of which is subject to the Privacy Act, &
U.S.C. § 552a. This information may not be copied or disseminated without the written permission of the
0O1G, which will be granted only in accordance with the Privacy Act and the Freedom of Information Act, 5
U.S.C. § 552. Any unauthorized or unofficial use or dissesination of this information will be penalized.

01 Form-08 104/08) Office of the Inspector General - Investigations
Department of the Treasury
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‘.; REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 2007-0328

2003, which required the funds from the proceeds of the USM Coin Surcharge
Program be used solely for the purpose of the construction of the Black Patriots

Memorial on the National Mall.
DETAILS

I. Aliegation: Members of the BPMF utilized funds from the USM for purposes
other than allowed on USM funds raised by the Coin Surcharge Program noted in
Public Law 108-15—APR 23, 2003.

li. Context/Background: On April 9, 2007, the OIG/OIl interviewed Dan Shaver,
(Shaver) USM, Chief Counsel. Shaver said that the BPMF lobbied congress to
authorize the creation of a commemorative coin for the group to assist with fund
raising efforts to build a memorial to The Black Revolutionary War Patriots on the
National Mall. After securing Congressional approval, the USM struck the coin in
which 112,280 coins were sold and netted approximately $902,758.00. Shaver
stated that on August 14, 2003, the USM made a payment of $902,758.00 to the
BPMF. Shaver said that after the USM made the initial and only payment, the
organization failed to file the requisite annual “Audited Financial Opinion”
statement. Further research indicated that the organization appears to have
disbanded. (Exhibit 2)

INVESTIGATIVE ACTIVITY

The investigation was worked jointly with the Federal Bureau of investigation (FBI).
During the course of this investigation, and at the direction of the United States
Attorney’s Office (USAO), numerous interviews were conducted with ex-members
and officials of the BPMF. Additional interviews were conducted with accountants
and government officials. In addition, Grand Jury records have been requested and

received regarding the BPMF, q and several accounting
firms. As a result of these interviews and Grand jury records was

identified in this investigation. (Exhibits 3,4,5,6,7)

-I nterview

On April 9, 2007, the OIG/Ol interviewed NNEENENE QR UsM. Coin
Surcharge Program. - said that the BPMF lobbied congress to authorize the

creation of a commemorative coin for the group to assist with fund raising efforts
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to build a memorial to The Black Revolutionary War Patriots on the National Mall.
The organization won Congressional approval, and the USM struck a coin which
raised approximately $902,000.00 that was subsequently paid to the organization.
However,‘said the organization failed to file the requisite annual “Audited
Financial Opinion” statements with the USM. said Slesearch indicates

that the organization appears to have disbanded. also indicated that
ﬁ , appeared to be involved in the organizations passage
of the coin program. also said tha-appeared to have re-established
efforts to build a memorial to the Black Patriots of the Revolutionary War.*

nd .

said the new name of the group is called the National Mall Liberty Fu
(Exhibit 1)

-lnterview
On April 2i| ioo7, the 016/0! interviewed (i IR GEER . N-tional Park

Service. said that beginning in 1986, the BPMF lobbied congress to
authorize the creation of a memorial to the Black Revolutionary War Patriots on the
National Mall. The organization won Congressional approval, and a final design
was authorized and land was set aside by the National Park Service to build the
memorial. said the organization failed to file the 2003, requisite annual
“Audited Financial Opinion” statements with the USM. said the
organization appeared to be in arrears on every financial report. said the
site design, and the approval, for the memorial was valid for seven years, with a
two year extension, during the period of October 27, 1996 thru October 27, 2005.
said that the organization failed to raise the required matching funds during
the nine year approval time frame. (Exhibit 4)

- provided the names two of the previous board members of the
organization. According t was the Chief Financial Officer (CFQ)
and -was a contentious board member that was unhappy with the

leadership of the organization at that time. said that in 2003, a public law
was passed that made the land previously set aside to build the Black
Revolutionary War Patriots Memorial; part of a restricted area of the National Mall
called the “Reserve.” aid the Black Revolutionary War Patriots organization
appeared to have disbanded in 2003. - said thatmas re-organized
the effort to build a memorial for the Black Revolutionary War Patriots at the same
site on the National Mall. aid the new organization is named the National
Mall Liberty Fund DC. said the National Park Service is opposed to building
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the memorial because the previously approved area is now part of the National Mall
“Reserve.” qalso said the National Park Service was also opposed because

the National Mall Liberty Fund, DC Presidentq was affiliated with the Black
Revolutionary War Patriots Memorial organization which, had a long history of not

being able to raise matching funds to build the memorial.

R -ervicw

On July 24, 2007, the OIG/O! interviewed ), the former
President of the BPMF. QSaid that ik left the organization in 2002, after (i
@lPbecame seriously ill and passed away in 2003. After assed, [Jifost
interest and contact with the organization which made* unaware of the daily
activities of the organization. never received a salary or any money from
the  BPMF during Y tenure.” However, - claimed contributed
approximately $25,000.00 to $35,000.00 of personal funds to the organization
and their mission. As part of - responsibilities as a board member,q
solicited funds from large corporations and prominent individuals to help fund the
project. q recalled one occasion where . solicited and received a
contribution in the form of a check in the amount of $700,000.00 fro
, the R of General Motors (GM) on behalf of GM. sal

these contributions were used to pay the day to day operating expenses of the
organization including the salary of several staff members. (Exhibit 5)

said the purpose of the non-profit organization was to construct a memorial
on the National Mall to recognize the 5,000 black slaves that fought during the
Revolutionary War. The organization won Congressional approval, and the USM
struck a coin for the organization and raised approximately $902,000.00 which
was paid to the BPMF used to construct a smaller model of the memorial and the
actual memorial on the National Mall.H stated was no longer a member
when the BPMF received the $902,000.00 from the Mint. said that during
the time. was a member, the group always appeared to be “strapped for cash.”
was aware that the money raised by the USM from the sale of the
commerative coins was to be used in a restrictive manner.

identified , as the person who controlled the money for the
organization during the time period in question and stated tha hould be
contacted for any questions concerning the organization’s financial transactions.
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Additionally, said. was personally unaware of any illegal or fraudulent
activities associated with the organization.

- oview

On November 14, 2007, the OIG/Ol interviewe F, at-
residence in said was the former airman of the

BPMF. | said that while was chairman of the BPMF, as not aware
of any disbursement of any funds associated with USM funds. said.
volunteered all of ervices to the BPMF. said ever received any
money from the BPMF said that was not aware of any restrictions on
the uses of the USM funds. said that controlied all of the
money that was spent by the BPMF, and tha should have been aware of
restrictions on the USM money because she is an attorney. said .vas
aware that mpproved the purchase of a miniature version of the memorial.
al e miniature version of the memorial was produced by a sculptor

nam for a purchase price of $125,000.00. (Exhibit 6)

W e view

o Owner,— Business Service, advised that (iR firm

conducted the payroll services for the BPMF. said that when started
doing the book keeping for the BPMF in 2002, the records provided to ere “in
shambles” said .used past bank account statements of the BPMF to
create a meaningful ledger. said most of .dealings with the BPMF were
with a CFO named, said that was on a salary
from the BPMF and was the authorizing official on an American Express credit
card. said that used the American Express card to pay for
numerous airline tickets and “shopping type items” on those trips. Faiso said
that would authorize large sums of money to pay for numerous
consultants. said that the BPMF stopped paying .for book keeping
services in 2005. said the BPMF still owes irm approximately $700.00.
Fsand made numerous attempts to conta and other members
of the BPMF to have them pick up their records. aid that when could
not get a forwarding address to mail the records, that she shredded all the BPMF
records. said had to shred the records because of storage problems.

aid that (i} firm currently does not have any of the BPMF records. -iid
mention that the BPMF did have sizeable cache of gold coins stored in an unknown
vault. aidQ§ was aware of the gold coins because. had heard different
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members of the BPMF talking about the gold coins. {Jjj2id @ie!so heard some
the BPMF members talking about some of the coins were missing after an

inventory. (Exhibit 7)

G crvicw

S ::i¢ W started as a consultant with the BPMF as a consultant during
November of 2002. later became the President of the BPMF, after the
previous President, %passed away. was President from
June 2003, thru October , 2005. was “paid $75,000.00 to
$85,000.00 per ygar to serve as President of the F. was paid by a
book keeping firm named ADP Services via electronic deposit.
paid in the form of paper checks when the bookkeeping firm changed.
affirmed that was the President of the BPMF when the 902,758.00 arrive
from the USM. was unaware that the money from the USM came with
any restricitions. said the USM money was co-mingled with other funds
solicited from private firms and individuals. The money was used to promote the
BPMF, raise additional funds, and to pay the daily operational expenses of the
BPMF. said a friend mentioned that the Mint money might have some
restrictions. called CPA, from the accounting firm

and to ask about restrictions on the Mint money.
said called the U Legal Counsel, and was advised that the USM money
did not have any restrictions. When asked, ould not provide a date,
time or who talked to at the USM. said $125,000.00 of the
USM money was paid to a sculptor name to build a scale
model of the memorial. The scale model of the memorial was built and delivered to
the BPMF sometime in 2004. later described the relationship between
sculptor nd the BPMF becoming tenuous. (Exhibit 8)

In May of 2005,
name was

was telephonically contacted by an individual who said

who claimed to be a Revenue Agent with the
Internal Revenue Service, wanted to verify the tax exempt status of the
BPMF. _faxed forms that had Internal Revenue Service letterhead
requesting financial information. said complied, and faxed back the
BPMF financial information which was readily avallable. When could not find
all of the information requested, contacted the BPMF bookkeeping firm of

W Business Services. Y was advised by the ownerm that the’
BPMF records had been shredded because of non payment from the .
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—said the BPMF was constantly looking for sources of donations to help
pay the operating cost of the BPMF. -was contacted by an individual named

Ewho claimed to be an off-shore investor that specialized in
helping groups like the BPMF in soliciting funds. —zlaimed to have helped the
Seventh Day Adventist Church raise millions of dollars.

indicated tﬂrepared t!e

On March 25, 2009 the OIG/Ol interviewed
Senior Accountant,

2003 tax return for the BPMF. said remembered the BPMF did not
provide with the documents needed to prepare the 2003 tax return until
December of 2004. said . has had numerous conversations with
*) said that never advised on how to spend the
proceeds USM. said ould not remember making the phone call to the
USM Legal Counsel. also provided a copy of the 2003 tax return for the
BPMF. (Exhibit 9)

On July 23, 2008, Assistant United States Attorney (AUSA)

declined criminal prosecution due to the “lack of criminal intent” and the impending
expiration of the Statute of Limitations which was set to occur on August 14,
2008. It should be noted, that the facts of this investigation were not provided to
the OIG/Ol until April 4, 2007, approximately three (3) years and seven {7) months
after the USM failed to receive the requisite annual “Audited Financial Opinion”
from the Black Patriots Memorial Foundation. {Exhibits 10, 11)

FINDINGS

The resulting investigation could not substantiate allegations against any member
of the BPMF for knowingly misusing the USM funds. However, the investigation
did reveal that some of the USM funds were not used in accordance with Public
Law 108-15—APR 23, 2003, which required the funds from the proceeds of the
Coin Surcharge Program to be used solely for the purpose of the construction of

the memorial.
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REFERRALS

1. Criminal

This case was referred and accepted by the USAO for the District of Columbia.
However, on July 23, 2008, the case was declined for prosecution because of the
lack of evidence proving criminal intent and the impending statute of limitations.

On July 22, 2008, this matter was referred to the internal Revenue Service,

Criminal Investigation Division (IRS-CID) fqor potential criminal violations against
income tax violations.

DISTRIBUTION

Director, United States Mint
Director of Security, United States Mint
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Number

10.

11.

EXHIBITS

Description
Memorandum of Activity, Interview — dated April 4, 2007.

Memorandum of Activity, Interview Dan Shaver, dated April 9, 2008.

Memorandum of Activity, lnterview— dated April 20,

2007.

Memorandum of Activity, Interview{ij i EEERA- 27. 2007.

Memorandum of Activity, Interview— July 24, 2007.

Memorandum of Activity, Interview- dated November

14, 2007.

Memorandum of Activity, Interview— dated March 25,
2008.

Memorandum of Activity, Interview — dated

November 13, 2007.

Memorandum of Activity, Interview — dated March 25,
2008.

Memorandum of Activity, AUSA—dated July 24, 2008.

Declination Letter U. S. Attorney’s Office, dated July 23, 2008.
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MEMORANDUM OF ACTIVITY

Case Number:2007- 0328 Reporting Office: WFO Type of Activity: Interview
Datg/Time of Activity: Date of Report Drafted: Location of Activity:
April 9, 2007 April 12, 2007 Washington DC

Subject of Activity: Activity Conducted By (Namef(s) and Signature(s) and Dates(s) Signed:
Titlefs))

nited States Mint
202-354-

The Department of the Treasury (Treasury), Office of Inspector General <....c ui
Investigations, OIG/OI, was informed by the United States Mint (Mint), of a
possible misuse of Mint funds by a group named The Black Revolutionary War
Patriots Memorial Foundation (Black Patriots). aid that on August 14,
2003, the organization received $902,758.00 in Mint funds from the proceeds
received from the sale of congressionally approved Mint commemorative coins.
Shaver said the organization appears to have disbanded without providing requisite

annual “Audited Financial Opinion.”

On April 9, 2007, the OIG/Ol interviewedm_, US Mint, Coin
Surcharge Program. aid that the Black Patriots Foundation lobbied
congress to authorize the creation of a commemorative coin for the group to assist
with fund raising efforts to build a memorial to The Black Revolutionary War
Patriots on the National Mall. The organization won Congressional approval, and
the Mint struck a coin which raised approximately $902,000 which was paid to the
organization. However,-said the organization failed to file the requisite
annual “Audited Financial Opinion” statements with the Mint. aid his
research indicates that the organization appears to have disbanded.
indicated that an individual named — {
appears to have been involved in the organizations passage of the coin program.

also said that— appears to have re-established efforts to build a
memorial to the Black Patriots of the Revolutionary War. said the new name
of the group is called the National Mall Liberty Fund DC.

4
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WIEMORANDUM OF ACTIVITY~"

Case Number: Subject of Activity {Brief Description): Date of Activity:

2007-0155 S April 12, 2007

Reviewed By {/nitials): ﬂ} Date: —‘3:21 01

This report contains sensitive law enforcement material and is the property of the Office of Inspector
it may not be copied or reproduced without written permission from the Office of Inspector

This report is FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. Its disclosure to unauthorized persons is strictly
Public availability to be determined under 5

General.

General.
prohibited and may subject the disclosing party to liability.

U.S.C. 35 552, 552a.

Date Printed

Office of Inspector General - Investigations

Ol Form 09 110:011 Department of the Treasury

Page 2 of 2




MEMORANDUM OF ACTIVITY

Case Number:2007- 0328 Reporting Otfice: WFO Type ot Activity: Interview
Date/Time of Activity: Date of Report Drafted: Location of Activity:
April 17, 2007 April 20, 2007 Washington DC

Subject of Activity: Activity Conducted By (Narme(s) and Signature{s) and Dates(s) Signed:

Title(s))
Dan Shaver G o< cial Agent WY/
United States Mint _ / 7 a/9 7
703-299-0408

The Department of the Treasury (Treasury), Office of Inspector General Office of
Investigations, OIG/0l, was informed by the United States Mint (Mint), of a
possible misuse of Mint funds by a group named The Black Revolutionary War
Patriots Memorial Foundation (Black Patriots). Shaver said that on August 14,
2003, the organization received $902,758.00 in Mint funds from the proceeds
received from the sale of congressionally approved Mint commemorative coins.
Shaver said the organization appears to have disbanded without providing requisite

annual “Audited Financial Opinion.”

On April 9, 2007, the OIG/Ol interviewed Dan Shaver, (Shaver) Mint, Chief
Counsel. Shaver said that the Black Patriots Foundation lobbied congress to

authorize the creation of a commemorative coin for +-- ip to assist with fund
raising efforts to build a memorial - y War Patriots on the
National Mall. The organization w |, and the Mint struck a
coin which sold 112,280. The sal . oximately
$902,758.00 after paying Mint los 0. Shaver said on
August 14, 2003, the Mint made a - ) to the Black Patriots
Memorial Foundation. Shaver said 1itial and only
payment, the organization failed to : . .~udited Financial

Opinion” statement. Shaver said his . .ocarch indicates that the organization
appears to have disbanded. Shaver also indicated that an individual named-

ey G G 8 g :-ocas to have been involved in the

organizations passage of the coin program.
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MEMORANDUM OF ACTi

VITY
(Case Number: Subject of Activity (Brief Description): Date of Activity: o
2007- 0328 Black Patriots Organization April 17, 2007

Shaver said s currently involved in a group that is attempting to re-
establish efforts to build the memorial. Shaver said the name of the new group is

called the Liberty Fund DC.

Reviewed By (/nitials): _%A Date: _\:Sf/‘/i'/_o"

This report contains sensitive law enforcement material and is the property of the Office of Inspector

General. It may not be copied or reproduced without written permission from the Office of Inspector
General. This report is FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. Its disclosure to unauthorized persons is strictly
prohibited and may subject the disclosing party to liability. Public availability to be determined under 5
U.S.C. §5 552, 652a.

CGate Punted

Office of Inspector General - Investigations
Department of the Treasury

O Senm DG 111 1)1

Page 2 of 2



4] ]

s B
e s

MEMORANDUM OF ACTIVITY

Reporting Office: WFO Type of Activity: Interview

Location of Actﬂi;tty'.
Washington DC

Date of Report Drafted:
April 17, 2007 Ap(il 20, 2007

Subject of Activity: Activity Conducted By (Name(s) and Signature(s) and Dates(s) Signed:
Title(s))

— s - = Agent
Liberty DC Fun 4-9-2007
L . L o g

Special Agent

| O
The Department of the Treg ) Inspector General Office of
Investigations, OIG/Ol, was ‘ates Mint (Mint), of a
possible misuse of US Mint ‘he Black Revolutionary War
Patriots Memorial Foundatior .2t advised that the
organization received approx...uwcty 902,000 in Mint funds and disbanded

without providing requisite annual “Audited Financial Opinion.”

On Aprit 9, 2007, the OIG/Ol interviewed _(
YW WY s:id @ is the current president of a group called the Liberty Fund
DC. —said the Liberty Fund DC was organized after the Black Patriots
Foundation disbanded and abandoned it's effort to construct a memorial on the
National Mall to the 5,000 black slaves that fought during the Revolutionary War.
aid organization won Congressional approval, and the US Mint struck a
coin which raised approximately $902,000 which was paid to the Black Patriots
organization which was to be used to construct the memorial on the National Mall.
However,~said the organization failed to file the requisite annual “audited
financial opinion” statements with the Mint. (Jilllfsaid Jiporganization, Liberty
fund DC said fipresearch indicates that the organization appears to have
disbanded. -said that when the Liberty Fund DC, organized, they hired an
attorney to research records looking for any funds that were proceeds from the US
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- [ AMORANDUM OF ACTIVIT

Case Number: Subject of Activity (Brief Description): Date of Activity:

2007-0155 A Aprit 20, 2007

Mint original $902,000.{llllPsaid the attorney hired by Liberty Fund DC could
not locate any proceeds from the $902,000.

Reviewed By (/nitials): Date: o

This repo‘r-t" contains sensitive law enforcement material and is the prope';iyﬁ'of the Office of Inspector“]
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prohibited and may subject the disclosing party to liability.

U.S.C. §§ 552, 552a.
Office of Inspector General - Investigations

Date Printed
Ol Foom 09 10 01, Department of the Treasury

Page 2 of 2



" MEMORANDUM OF ACTIVITY

] Reporting Office: WFO Type of Activity: Interview
Date of Report Drafted: Location of Activity:
ApnNLY, 2UU/ April 12, 2007 Washington DC

Subject of Activity: Activity Conducted By (Namef(s) and Signature(s) and Dates(s} Signed:
Title(s))

<! Agent

National Park Service O
202- IR Special Agent

N

~
~_

<
.|

The Department of the Treasury (Treasury), Office of Inspector General Office of
Investigations, (OIG/Ol), was informed by the United States Mint (Mint), of a
possible misuse of Mint funds by a group named The Black Revolutionary War
Patriots Memorial Foundation (Black Patriots). The Mint advised that the
organization received approximately $902,000 in Mint funds and disbanded
without providing requisite annual “Audited Financial Opinion.”

On April 20, 2007, the OIG/Ol interviewed (D QP National Park

Service. aid that beginning in 1986, the Black Patriots Foundation lobbied
congress to authorize the creation of a memorial to the Black Revolutionary War
Patriots on the National Mall. The organization won Congressional approval, and a
final design was authorized and land was set aside by the National Park Service to
build the memorial. QEliF said the organization failed to file the 2003, requisite
annual “Audited Financial Opinion” statements with the Mint. [Jijj#said the
organization appeared to be in arrears on every financial report. JJiPsaid site
design, and the approval, for the memorial was valid for seven years, with a two
year extension, during the period of October 27, 1996 thru October 27, 2005.
said that the organization failed to raise the required matching funds during

the nine year approval time frame.

-provided the names of two of the previous board members of the

organization. (I said (AN ‘2 the Chief Financial Officer and
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MEMORANDUM OF ACTH{ITY

Case Number: Subject of Activity (Brief Description): Date of Activity:

2007- 0328 Black Patriots Organization April 20, 2007

was a contentious board member that was unhappy with the
leadership of the organization at that time. JJJJiFsaid that in 2003, a public law
was passed that made the land previously set aside to build the Black
Revolutionary War Patriots Memorial; part of a restricted area of the National Mall
called the “Reserve.” {jjjiJlFsaid the Black Revolutionary War Patriots
organization appeared to have disbanded in 2003. —said that §
as re-organized the effort to build a memorial for the Black Revolutionary

War Patriots at the same site on the National Mall. said the new
organization is named the National Mall Liberty Func&said the National
Park Service is opposed to building the memorial because the previously approved
area is now part of the National Mall “Reserve.” Ylll'so said the National Park

Service is also opposed because the National Mall Liberty Fund DC president
“, was affiliated with the Black Revolutionary War Patriots Memorial
organization which had a long history of not being able to raise matching funds to
build the memorial.

Reviewed By {/nitials): 'ﬂ v Date: 5_"/9_1
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") 1EMORANDUM OF ACTIVITY
Reporting Office: Type of Activity:
WEO Interview
.
Date/Time of Activity: Date of Report Drafted: Location of jvity:
July 20, 2007 July 24, 2007
Subject of Activity: Activity Conducted By (Name(s) and Signatre(s) and Date Signed:

Title(s))

S P - A5t
Ex- President
Black Patriots Memorial —special Agent

Foundation

L4

7-24-07

On July 20, 2007, The Department of the Treasury (Treasury), Office of Inspector
General Office of Investigations (OIG/Ol), interviewed-(-ex-
director and member of the board of trustees for the Black Patriots Organization
regarding possible misuse of United States Mint (Mint) funds by a group named The
Black Revolutionary War Patriots Memorial Foundation (Black Patriots). The Mint
informed OIG/Ol that the organization received approximately $902,000 in Mint
funds and disbanded without providing requisite annual “Audited Financial
Opinion.” Brown provided the following information:

S said that i@ left the organization in 2002, after {iyggip became seriously ill
and passed away in 2003. After{i} g passed, g lost interest and contact with
the organization and the other members which made -unaware of the daily
activities of the organization. -never received a salary or any money from
the Black Patriots organization during.tenure with the organization. However,
?claimed P contributed approximately $25,000 to $35,000 of personal
funds to the organization. As part of .responsibilities as a board member iy
solicited funds from large corporations or prominent individuals to help fund the
project. lilfrecalled that on one particular occasion, {jsolicited and received a
contribution in the form of a check in the amount of $700,000 from

(-, — of General Motors (GM) on behalf of GM. -said these

This report is the property of the Office of Inspector General, and is For Official Use Only. It contains
sensitive law enforcement information, the use and dissemination of which is subject to the Privacy Act, 5
U.S.C. § 552a. This information may not be copied or disseminated without the written permission of the
OIG, which will be granted only in accordance with the Privacy Act and the Freedom of Information Act, 5
U.S.C. § 552. Any unauthorized or unofficial use or dissemination of this information will be penalized.
Office of Inspector General - Investigations
Department of the Treasury

Page 1 of 2 l\
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MEMORANDUM OF ACTIVITY

Case Number: Subject of Activity (Brief Description): Date of Activity:
2007-0328 Black Patriots Memorial July 20, 2007
Foundation

contributions were used to pay day to day operating expenses of the organization
including the salary of several staff members of the organization.

aid the purpose of the non-profit organization was to construct a memorial
on the National Mall to the 5,000 black slaves that fought during the Revolutionary
War. The organization won Congressional approval, and the Mint struck a coin for
the organization and raised approximately $902,000 which was paid to the Black
Patriots organization to be used to specifically construct a smaller model of the
memorial and the actual memorial on the National Mall. {iijjjjistated Jpwas no
longer a member when the Black Patriots received the $902,000 from the Mint.
Wl said that during the time Jfwas a member, the group always appeared to
be “strapped for cash.”

WP 2s aware that the money raised from the Mint coin was restricted in the
way that it was to be used. (jjjj#said that a sculptor named (NP

from _ was hired to build the model. However, -was unsure
of how much money the Black Patriots paid -
identified an individual named (- as the person

who controlled the money for the organization during the time period in guestion

and pointed out that [Fshould be contacted for financial questions.
Additionally, —said -was personally unaware of any illegal or fraudulent
activities associated with the organization.

{Agents note: Yl rrovided OIG/Ol access to all of iirecords pertaining to the
Black Patriots and allowed OIG/Ol to take temporary possession of numerous Black

Patriots related documents @ihad in storage, at jjjpoffice. Additionally, q
stated had several additional boxes of documents in storage related to the Blac

Patriots that [pwould retrieve and turn over to OIG/Ol at a later time.}

Attachments:
1) OIG/Ol inventory control form dated July 20, 2007.

Reviewed By (/nitials): AJL\*_ Date: :’/j( ¥

This report contains sensitive law enforcement material and is the property of the Office of Inspector
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MEMORANDUM OF ACTIVITY

Reporting Office: WFO Type of Activity: Telephonic Interview
Date of Report Drafted: Location of Activity:
May 25, 2007 Washington DC
Subject of Activity: Activity Conducted By {(Namef(s) and Signature(s) and Dates(s) Signed:
Title(s))
R 52! Agent
Chairman Black Patriots Special Agent

Memorial Foundation
(

The Department of the Treasury (Treasury), Office of Inspector General Office of
Investigations, OIG/Ol, was informed by the United States Mint (Mint), of a
possible misuse of US Mint funds by a group named The Black Revolutionary War
Patriots Memorial Foundation (Black Patriots). The Mint advised that the
organization received approximately $902,000 in Mint funds and disbanded
without providing requisite annual “Audited Financial Opinion.”

On May 25, 2007, the OIG/Ol telephonically interviewed

Ty O o ey said @ was the former Chairman of the
Black Patriots Foundation. said jp currently resides at ~

L ' S 2crccd to be interviewed in

persdn, by the OIG/OIl sometime during June or July of 2007. said.
will call the OIG/Ol back to advise of interview availability dates.

Reviewed By (/nitials):

This report is the property of the Office of Inspector General, and is For Official Use Only. It contains
sensitive law enforcement information, the use and dissemination of which is subject to the Privacy Act, 5
U.S.C. § 552a. This information may not be copied or disseminated without the written permission of the
OIG, which will be granted only in accordance with the Privacy Act and the Freedom of Information Act, 5
U.S.C. § 662. Any unauthorized or unofficial use or dissemination of this information will be penalized.
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, hereby make the following free and voluntary

1" I,
sworn statement to who has identified him/herself to me

as a Special Agent with the V(;fﬁce ofthe.lnspector General (OIG), U.S. Department of
the Treasury."
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State of: ! ~ Date: / l// L// o7 _
County ofw Location: _w
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or reproduced without written permission from the OIG. This report is FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY, and
its disclosure to unauthorized persons is strictly prohibited and may subject the disclosing party to liability.
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B ~Office of the Inspector General ™
Office of Investigations
U. S. Department of the Treasury

I have read this statement of __3_ pages. It is true, accurate, and complete to the best of
my knowledge and belief. I have initialed each page, where necessary, and have been
given an opportunity to make any corrections or additions. [ have initialed each line
where a correction has been made.

. ) ul
"Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me this 1 4 day of MVC"'!"/- ,

o <y MR
= (State)

(City)

o
€ Treasury
Office of the Inspector General
Office of Investigations

This report contains sensitive law enforcement material, and is the property of the OIG. It may not be copied
or reproduced without written permission from the OIG. This report is FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY, and
its disclosure to unauthorized persons is strictly prohibited and may subject the disclosing party to liability.
Public availability to be determined under 5 U.S.C. §§ 552, 552a.
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MEMORANDUM OF ACTIVITY

Reporting Office: WFO Type of Activity: Interview

Date of Report Drafted: Location of Activity:
March 24, 2008 Washington, DC

Subject of Activity: Activity Conducted By (Name(s) and Signature(s) and Dates(s) Signed:

Title(s))
Business Service Special Agent P amsey)
, Special Agent ' -

Date:

The Department of the Treasury (Treasury), Office of Inspector General Office of
Investigations, OIG/Ol, was informed by the United States Mint (Mint), of a
possible misuse of US Mint funds by a group named The Black Patriots Memorial
Foundation (BPMF). The Mint advised that the organization received approximately
$902,000 in Mint funds and disbanded without providing requisite annual “Audited

Financial Opinion.”

firm conducted

 Owner, Business Service advised that
the payroll services for the Black Patriots Memorial Foundation (BPMF). said
that when .started performing the book keeping services for the BPMF in 2002,
the records provided to {§ were in shambles. said used past bank
account statements of the BPMF to create a meaningful ledger. said most of
-iealings with the BPMF were with a CFO named said
that was on a salary from the BPMF and was the authorizing official
for an American Express credit card. said that used the American
Express card to pay for numerous airline tickets and “shopping type items” on
those trips. also said that - would authorize large sums of money
(thousands of dollars) to pay for numerous consultants. said that the BPMF
stopped paying-for.book keeping service in 2005.‘ said the BPMF still

owe firm approximately $700.00. Y said@ll} made numerous attempts to
contact and other members of the BPMF to have them pick up

their records. that when@J} could not get a forwarding address to mail

This report is the property of the Office of Inspector General, and is For Official Use Only. It contains
sensitive law enforcement information, the use and dissemination of which is subject to the Privacy Act, b
U.S.C. § 552a. This information may not be copied or disseminated without the written permission of the
0IG, which will be granted only in accordance with the Privacy Act and the Freedom of Information Act, 5
U.S.C. § 5562. Any unauthorized or unofficial use or dissemination of this information will be penalized.

Date Printed: Office of Inspector General - Investigations
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h { .x~EMORANDUM OF ACTIVIT{ >

J Case Number: Subject of Activity (Brief Description): Date of Activity:

2007-0328 Black Patriots Memorial March 24, 2008
Foundation

the records, that {lf shredded all the BPMF records. said {Jf had to shred
the records because of storage problems. - said that firm currently does
not have any of the BPMF records. mentioned that the BPMF did have

sizeable cache of gold coins stored in an unknown vault. (I said . was aware

of the gold coins because had heard different members of the BPMF talking
about the gold coins. said- also heard some the BPMF members talking

about some of the coins were missing after an inventory.

’ /
Reviewed By (/nitials): G pate: 5 Zf/ v

This report contains sensitive law enforcement material and is the property of the Office of Inspector General. It may
not be copied or reproduced without written permission from the Office of Inspector General. This report is FOR
OFFICIAL USE ONLY. Its disclosure to unauthorized persons is strictly prohibited and may subject the disclosing
party to liability. Public availability to be determined under 5§ U.S.C. §§ 552, 552a.
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Reporting Oftice: WFO 1 Type of Activity: Interview
/
" 7| Date of Report Drafted: 7T Location of Activity: )
] November 13, 2007
Subject of Activity: Activity Conducted By {(Name(s) and Signature(s) and Dates(s} Signed:

Title(s))

- Special Agent
r - Special Agent

The Department of the Treasury, Office of Inspector General Office of
Investigations, O!G/Ol, was informed by the United States Mint, of a possible
misuse of Mint funds by a group named The Black Revolutionary War Patriots
Memorial Foundation (BPMF). The Mint advised that on August 14, 2003, the
BPMF received $902,758.00 in Mint funds from the proceeds received from the
sale of congressionally approved Mint commemorative coins. The Mint advised
that the organization appears to have disbanded without providing requisite annual

“Audited Financial Opinion.”

started as a consultant with the BPMF as a consultant during

. said that later became the President of the
said became President after the previous President,

passed away. said was President from June 2003, thru
October 31, 2005. —sald was paid $75,000.00 to $85,000.00 per
year to serve as President of the BPMF. qsaid was paid by a book
keeping firm named ADP Services via electronic deposit. said was
later paid in the form of paper checks when the bookkeeping firm changed.
ffirmed that was the President of the BPMF when the 902,758.00

arrlve! 'rom the U. S. Mint. said .Nas unaware that the money from

the Mint came with any string attached. said the Mont money was co-
mingled with other funds solicited from pri irms and individuals.

said the money was used to promote the BPMF, raise additional funds%the
daily operational expenses of the BPMF.Qaid a friend mentioned that the

said
November of 20
BPMF.

This report is the property of the Office of Inspector General, and is For Official Use Only. It contains
sensitive law enforcement information, the use and dissemination of which is subject to the Privacy Act, 5
U.S.C. § 552a. This information may not be copied or disseminated without the written permission of the
0I1G, which will be granted only in accordance with the Privacy Act and the Freedom of Information Act, 5
U.S.C. § 5652. Any unauthorized or unofficial use or dissemination of this information will be penalized.
Office of Inspector General - Investigations

Department of the Treasury
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: l"e MORANDUM OF ACTIVITY ¥
[ Case Number: Subject ot Activity (Brief Description): Date of Activity:
2007-0155 _ April 12, 2007 -

said

Mint money might have some restrictions. -called ﬁ
CPA, from the accounting firm to ask about restriction
on the Mint money. alled the U. S. Mint, Legal Counsel,
and was advised that the Mint mone not have any restrictions. When asked,
could not provide a date, time or who talked to at the U. S. Mint.
said $125,000.00 of the Mint money was paid to a sculptor named
Fto build a scale mode! of the memorial. said the scale model 0
the memorial was built and delivered to the BP e in 2004.

later in the interview, described the relationship between sculptor and the
BPMF becoming tenuous) e

” said that in May of 2005,
individual who said-name was who claimed to be a Revenue

Agent with the Internal Revenue Service. said wanted to verify
the tax exempt status of the BPMF, aid axed orms that
had Internal Revenue Service letterhead requesting financial information.

was telephonically contacted by an

said complied, and faxed back the BPMF financial information which was
readily available. %said when %could not find all of the information
requested, ontacte e BPMF bookkeeping firm of r Business

said as advised by the owne that the
een shredded because of non payment from the BPMF.

Services.
BPMF records ha

*said the BPMF was constantly looking for sources of donations to help
pay the operating cost of the BPMF. qmd as contacted by an
individual named who claimed to be an -shore investor that
specialized in helping gro the BPMF in soliciting funds. said

laimed to have helped the Seventh Day Adventist Church raise millions of
dollars.

Reviewed By (/nitials}: _ Date:

This report contains sensitive law enforcement material and is the property of the Office of Inspector
General. It may not be copied or reproduced without written permission from the Office of Inspector
General. This report is FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. lts disclosure to unauthorized persons is strictly
prohibited and may subject the disclosing party to liability. Public availability to be determined under 5
U.S.C. §§ 552, 552a. |
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sworn statement to ;

as a Special Agent with the Office of the Inspector General (O1G), U.S. Department of

the Treasury.”

" See Amackell

State of: ml)ﬂw 13 /1 3/.00’}_ _

County of:

ettt i DL S
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Office of Investigations
U. S. Department of the Treasury

S
[ have read this statement of_c‘z_ pages. It is true, accurate, and complete to the best of
my knowledge and belief. [ have initialed each page, where necessary, and have been
given an opportunity to make any corrections or additions. [ have initialed cach line
where a correction has been made.

P , at

(City)

Special Agen
Department of the Treasury
Office of the Inspector General
Office of Investigations

Witness: - é
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MEMORANDUM OF ACTIVITY

gggigtél;ger: Reporting Office: WFO Type of Activity: Interview
Date/Time ot Activity: Date of Report Drafted: o
March 25, 2008 1:00 pm March 25, 2008

Activity Conducted By {(Namef(s) and Signature(s) and Datesl(s) Sughed:

Title(s})
(Hamsey)

- Special Agent
- Special Agent
) Date: March 25, 2008

Subject of Activity:

The Department of the Treasury (Treasury), Office of Inspector General Office of
Investigations, OIG/OIl, was informed by the United States Mint (Mint), of a
possible misuse of US Mint funds by a group named The Black Patriots Memorial
Foundation (BPMF). The Mint advised that the organization received approximately
$902,000 in Mint funds and disbanded without providing requisite annual “Audited

Financial Opinion.”

Senior Accountant, indicated that .
prepared the 2003 tax return for the BPMF. said remembered the BPMF
did not provide with the documents eeded to prepare the 2003 tax return
until December of 2004, said. has had numerous conversations with the
CFO—. said that.mever told hat “there are no
strings attached to the money from the U.S. Mint” said the BPMF still owes

accounting firm a large sum of money for the services they rendered.
also provided a copy of the 2003 tax return for the BPMF.

7 Reviewed By (/nitials): Date:

This report is the property of the Office of Inspector General, and is For Official Use Only. It contains

sensitive law enforcement information, the use and dissemination of which is subject to the Privacy Act, 5
U.S.C. § 552a. This information may not be copied or disseminated without the written permission of the
OIG, which will be granted only in accordance with the Privacy Act and the Freedom of Information Act, 5
U.S.C. § 5652. Any unauthorized or unofficial use or dissemination of this information will be penalized.
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MEMORANDUM OF ACTIVITY

Case Number: 2007-0328 Reporting Office: WFO rType of Activity: AUSA Declination
Letter

Date/Time of Activity: Date of Report Drafted: Location of Activity:

Subject of Activity: Activity Conducted By (Namef(s) and Signature(s) and Dates(s) Signed:

Date: July 24, 2008

555 4™ Street NW

Washington, DC FBI Special Agent
20530

{202)

Titlels))
AU!!! ,
r Special Agent

The Department of the Treasury (Treasury), Office of Inspector General Office of
Investigations, OIG/Ol, was informed by the United States Mint (Mint}), of a
possible misuse of US Mint funds by a group named The Black Patriots Memorial
Foundation {(BPMF). The Mint advised that the organization received approximately
$902,000 in Mint funds and disbanded without providing requisite annual “Audited

Financial Opinion.”

On July 23, 2008, AU 'eclined criminal prosecution of
Roberson due to the “lac L the impending expiration of the
Statute of Limitations wh f J 14, 2008. It should be noted,
that the facts of this inv ! ided to the Treasury Office of
Inspector General (OIG) , (O/), until April 4, 2007,

approximately three (3) ye s after the U.S. Mint failed to
receive the requisite annu -~inion” from the Black Patriots

Memorial Foundation. A nreport of Investigation (ROl) and a Management
Implication Report (MIR) will be completed and forwarded under separate cover.

/
Reviewed By (/nitials): y\/)

This report is the property of the Office of Inspector General, and is For Official Use Only.
sensitive law enforcement information, the use and dissemination of which is subject to the Privacy Act, 5
U.S.C. § 652a. This information may not be copied or disseminated without the written permission of the
0OIG, which will be granted only in accordance with the Privacy Act and the Freedom of Information Act, 5

U.S.C. § 652. Any unauthorized or unofficial use or dissemination of this information will be penalized.
Office of Inspector General - Investigations
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U.S. Depanmentlof Justice

Jeffrey A. Taylor
United States Attorney

District of Columbia

Judiciary Center
3555 Fourth St N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20530

July 23, 2008

Assistant Special !gent in Charge

Department of the Treasury,
Office of Inspector General
740 15" Street, N.W. Suite 500
Washington, D.C. 20005

Re: Black Revolutionary Patriots Foundation Investigation

Dear Agent Ramsey:

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in your investigation of possible criminal
conduct by the Black Revolutionary Patriots Foundation. As we discussed, after your (and
Special Agent s) thorough investigation, we are closing the case for “lack of evidence of

criminal intent.”

I enjoyed working with Best of luck in your future cases. If you need to reach me, |

my desk number is: (202) 514-

sly yours,

/ iY A. TAYLOR
D STATES ATTORNEY

By:

Assistant U.S. Attorney

cc: Special Agent—FBI



