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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
UNITED STATES ARMY INTELLIGENCE AND SECURITY COMMAND 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AND PRIVACY ACT OFFICE 
2600 ERNIE PYLE STREET 

FORT rt,1~~Dhr,~BCJJ3s-s995 

Freedom of Information/ 
Privacy Office 

This is in reponse to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request of February 28, 
2022, and supplements our letter of March 8, 2022. 

We have completed a mandatory declassification review of the INSCOM information in 
accordance with Executive Order (EO) 13526. As a result of our review, information has 
been sanitizied that would result in an unwarranted invasion of the privacy rights of the 
individuals concerned. This information is exempt from the public disclosure provisions of the 
FOIA pursuant to Title 5 U.S. Code 552 (b)(3) and (b)(6). Exemption (b)(3) pertains to 
information that is exempt by statute. The applicable statute is 50 U.S.C. § 3024 (i), which 
protects intelligence sources and methods. 

The withholding of the information described above is a partial denial of your request. This 
denial is made on behalf of Major General Michele H. Bredenkamp, Commander, U.S. Army 
Intelligence and Security Command, who is the Initial Denial Authority for Army intelligence 
investigative and security records under the Freedom of Information Act and may be 
appealed to the Secretary of the Army. If you decide to appeal at this time, your appeal must 
be post marked no later than 90 calendar days from the date of our letter. After the 90-day 
period, the case may be considered closed; however, such closure does not preclude you 
from filing litigation in the courts. You should state the basis for your disagreement with the 
response and you should provide justification for an additional reconsideration of the denial. 
An appeal may not serve as a request for additional or new information. 

An appeal may only address information denied in this response. Your appeal is to be 
made to this office to the below listed address for forwarding, as appropriate, to the 
Secretary of the Army, Office of the General Counsel. 

Commander 
U.S. Army Intelligence and Security Command 
Freedom of Information/Privacy Office (APPEAL) 
2600 Ernie Pyle Street, Room 3S02-B 
Fort George G. Meade, Maryland 20755-5910 
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If you have any questions regarding this action, feel free to contact this office at 1-866-
548-5651, or email the INSCOM FOIA office at: usarmy.meade.usacic.mbx.inscom-foia­
service-center@army.mil and refer to case #0148F-22. You may contact our FOIA Public 
Liaison, Ms. Crystle Poge, for any further assistance and to discuss any aspect of your 
request at 571-515-0306 or at her email address: usarmy.belvoir.hgda-oaaahs.mbx.rmda­
foia-public-liaison@army.mil. Additionally, you may contact the Office of Government 
Information Services (OGIS) at the National Archives and Records Administration to inquire 
about the FOIA mediation services they offer. The contact information for OGIS is as follows: 
Office of Government Information Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 
8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 20740-6001, email at ogis@nara.gov, 
telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile at 202-741-5769. 

Sincerely, 

HEATON MICH Digitally signed by 
' HEATON.MICHAEL.TODD. 

AEL.TODD.116 1160922015 

0922075 :~~~023.05.1907:12:59 

Michael T. Heaton 
GG-15, Director 

Enclosure Freedom of Information/Privacy Act Office 
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U.S. Army Foreign Science and Technology Center 
Munitions Bui lding, Washington , D. C. 2'03 15 

.. 

FS.TC 381-2016 is published for the information and guidance of all 
eonc·erned. 

Comments, and requests for additional copies, should be s-ent to the 
Commanding Officer, at the above address. 

A Category II Int elligence Document. This document was compiled and 
produced by the U.S. Army Foreign Science and Technology Center of 
the U.S. Army Materiel Command. It has been a pproved by the As,sist­
a n t Chief of Staff for Intelligence, Department of the Army,. and there­
fore contains agreed Department of the Army intelligence. 

DESCRIPTORS 

Biological warfare; field testing centers; Soviet Bloc; proving grounds; 
microbiological research. 

WARNING NOTICE 

This document contains information affecting the national def.ens.e. of 
the United States within the meaning of the Espionage Laws {1.8 U.S .. C. 
:7g.3, 794). the transmission or revelation of which in any manner to an 
unauthorized person is prohibited by law. 
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Project C5 298 FSTC 381-2016 

COMMUNIST BLOC FACILITIES FOR BW FIE_LD TESTING (U) 

February 1965 

(Based on information a vailable as of July 1964) 

ABSTRACT 

· (U) This ·study presents a summary of published intelligence 
data on Communist Bloc facilities for BW field testing and pro;ving 
Jround activities. 
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FSTC 381-2016 

COMMUNIST BLOC -FACILITIES FOR BW FIELD TESTING (U) 

COMPENDIUM 

(U) 
1. -48- PURPOSE AND SCOPE 

The purpose of this · study is to pro­
vide information concer ning the ex­
istence of Communist :Sloe ·biologi­
cal warfare (BW) field testing and 
proving ground facilities used in 
the development of BW agent 
weapon systems. Because of lim­
ited intellig_ence information from. 
behind the Iron Curtain, this study 
reports primarily on the U.S. S. R. 

(U) 
2. -f6t SUMMARY 

a. The existence of BW field 
testing and proving ground facili­
ties in the Communist Bloc. nations, 
excluding the -U.S. S . R. ~ has not 
been definitely established. In 
these countries , the most suspect­
ed installation is at Rembertow 
(52 1.5 N - 21 10 E) in Poland; how­
ever, no positive confirmed intelli ­
gence information has been obtain ­
ed to identify this as the Polish-.BW 
testing ·facility. 

b. In the U. S. S . R .• 
Vozrozhdeniya Island (45 03 N -
59 12 E'} in the Aral Sea is consid­
ered a biological test center which 
could be testing BW agents and 
which could support a Soviet BW 
agents/munitions program. Data 
on Vozrozhdeniya Island are in-

2 

eluded in several intelligence pub­
lications: The appendix lists four 
such.publish~d .reports: . 

(U) 
3. -fSt-- CONCLUSIONS 

a. Intelligence information is 
sufficient to confirm BW agent­
related research and devel opment 
in the Communist Bloc countries 
':>Ut is not sufficient to pinpoint the 
locations where potential BW agents 
are being field tested. 

b. The Soviets are known to 
have used Vozrozhdeniya Island in 
the Aral S~a for BW agent testing 
during the midthirties. No intelli­
gence information is available to 
deny or confirm that this testing is 
continuing in the present time 
frame. 

c. The possibility exists that 
much of. the Soviet Bloc BW agent 
field testing is being conducted un­
der the guise of public heal th and 
medical research at laboratory 
level; if this possibility is true, 
evidence of the activity would be 
difficult to obtain. 

d. Although no specific BW 
field ·testing centers are known to 
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exi§t in the Communist Bloc coun..- West •. Thi s strategem would in ·• 
tries, other than the o ne in the crease the difficulties···of··1ocattng 
U. S. S. R., such testing may possi- and confirming the operation and 
b1y be underway in less sophist icat ~ provide greater security to the 
ed facilities: than th·ose found i n the facility • 

DISCUSSION 
(U) 

4. -fe-t- The Communist Bloc countries, especially the U. S .. S. R., 
CzechoslQvakia, East Germany, and Poland, are conducting extensive· 
microbiological research and development with BW application. In 
many..instances, the research effort of these countrie:s parallels the • 
work underway in Western nations; i. e . , in attacks on. the same dis­
eases and their pathogens, use of similar techniques, and attempts to 
solve the sa~e problems • 

. . (U) . . . .-. 
5. ~ 'rhe Communist scientists s t ress: the development of multiva­
lent vaccines ~o permit compatible and effective use of up to 15 anti­
ge12,~. ~!}d re.cent reports from the So:viet Union reflect considerable 
improvement in the state-of-the-art. Man)' of the antigens involved· in · 
this research are potential BW agents . 

(U) 
6 . . ~ .- One of the m ost s ignificant aspects of vaccine r esearch is the • 
application of aerogenic means to produce immunization. The develop"-· 
ment of aerosol imm unization techniques is directly related to com­
parable work on BW agent dissemination. Aerosol research gives-a 
count_ry two. major advantages: an improved capability for BW agent 
dissen:iination in offensive operations, and an excellent mass immuni­
zation capapility for BW defensive purposes. The· Soviets haver·pio- · 
n.E:e r ed in aerosol research and lead the world in advancing the basic 
art. 

(U) 
7. ~ In addition, the Soviets have a long history in research on 
arthropod- borne diseases, with special emphasis on the encephalitides . 
This research, through use of infected insect vectors, is also related 
to offensive BW. 

(U) 
8. 4€+- Soviet spokesmen repeatedly stress their awareness of BW and 
the need for the country to develop a strong defensive posture against 
BW attack. A logical assumption, based on the fact that the Soviets 
continually emphasize the possibility of BW being waged against them, 

3 
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would.l;>e· that t~ese men arr:; familiar with the-Corn:munist capability to 
isupport .a ;BW agent· development prog.rarn. · 

.. ;_.· ·{U)" . ,, , . . : 

9.-'.·-~ Most of the reported ·r .esearch .has been conducted· tn··1arge •cfti-e:s 
and involves exposure of considerable··numbers of the population' to nias·s 
immunization by aerosolized vaccines. Such research could be interpo­
hted and extrapolated to acquire data of military significance in advanc­
bg a BW agent program. 

(U) 
10~ -fflr .The Communist Bloc nations have not ·published ·on militar§" 
field testing, .except in the area of insecticide testing. Literature from 
t ,ehinc;i ;the .Iron. Curta'in has not made reference to concepts ·or actual · 
field -te.sttng ,other than accusing the West of such considerations and· 
c1.ctivities .•. · .. 

.. ,(U)· . . 
11. 1€-t Information obtained from the Germans after World War Il 
bdicated that the Soviets had conducted BW agent deveiopment and field 
t~st ;W,ork on-Vozrozhdeniya Island. in the rnidthirties. This activity 
allegedly was. a continuation of work begun earlier and was carried on 
after .the.-thirtie.s under the direction- of the Scientific Research Institute 
of -Epidemiology and Hygiene of the Armed Forces (NIIEG) • 

. (U) . . . . . . . . 

12. --<-st- Although information is not available with respect to current 
activities -and. administrative control of Vozrozhdeniya Island, this site 
is. still strongly suspected to be t~sting BW agents . 

.(U) 
13. ~ ,-Intelligence information does not indicate any other site to· be a 
major BW field testing center. Considering the vastness of the country 
and the diversity of terrain and climate -in the ScNiet Union, however, · 
one or more c.ould exist. : The extreme security measures practiced :by 
the Sov-iets.;would naturally be intensified to protect such a facility from 
exposure and compromise. 
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(U) 
APPENDIX-tffi-

FSTC 381 - 2016 

PUBLISHED INTELLIGENCE DOCUMENTS CONC:8RNING 
VOZROZHDENIYAISLAND(U) 

1. The Biological Warfare Capabilities of the U. S. S. R., 196 0 
Through 1964 ~(U)I b3 I 22 June 1960. (Seer et/P.1et 
Relea:!able te ,Fercign Natieflals E:lfcept U. K. ami Conoelo) . UNCLASSIFIED 

2 . The BW Proving Ground (U). DA, OACSI: IRP PI 1322, 
1 February 1961. (SeePet/Not Releasable to FoPeigR Nationals Exeept 
U. K. , Ce:Ae:eia, afld A1:1stre:lie:) .UNCLASSIFIED 

3. Soviet Ca abilities and Intentions with Res ect_J_o Biological 
Warfare ~ {U) b3 26 August 1964. (ScePet/CeHtrelled 
Dissemination) .UNCLASSIFIED 

4. Soviet Capabilities and Intentions with Respect to Biological 
Warfar,e ~(U~ b3 I 2 November 1964. (Seex ct/Net 
Releasable 'Po Foreign Nationals). UNCLASSIFIED 
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