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This responds to your request of 25 June 2022 to have the Oral History of Paul F.
Childress, NSA OH 19883-16, reviewed for declassification. The material has been
reviewed under the Mandatory Declassification Review (MDR) requirements of
Executive Order (E.O.) 13526 and is enclosed. We have determined that some of the
information in the material requires protection.

Some portions deleted from the document were found to be currently and properly
classified in accordance with E.O. 13526. The information denied meets the criteria for
classification as set forth in Section 1.4 subparagraph (c¢) and remains classified TOP
SECRET as provided in Section 1.2 of E.O. 13526. The withheld information is exempt
from automatic declassification in accordance with Section 3.3(b) (3) of the Executive
Order.

Section 3.5 (¢) of E.O. 13526, allows for the protection afforded to information
under the provisions of law. Therefore, the names of NSA/CSS employees and
information that would reveal NSA/CSS functions and activities have been protected in
accordance with Section 6, Public Law 86-36 (50 U.S. Code 3605, formerly 50 U.S.
Code 402 note).

Please be advised that the responsive document includes other government
agencies’ information. We have consulted with the other government agencies and have
protected their equities with the other government agency (OGA) redaction code.
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Since your request for declassification has been denied you are hereby advised of
this Agency’s appeal procedures. Any person denied access to information may file an
appeal to the NSA/CSS MDR Appeal Authority. The appeal must be postmarked no
later than 60 calendar days after the date of the denial letter. The appeal shall be in
writing addressed to the NSA/CSS MDR Appeal Authority (P133), National Security
Agency, 9800 Savage Road, STE 6881, Fort George G. Meade, MD 20755-6881. The
appeal shall reference the initial denial of access and shall contain, in sufficient detail and
particularity, the grounds upon which the requester believes the release of information is
required. The NSA/CSS MDR Appeal Authority will endeavor to respond to the appeal
within 60 working days after receipt of the appeal.
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OH:1988-16 DOL: 6 Dec 1988

DTR: 12 Mar 2004

Text Review:
CHILDRESS, Paul F. Text w/Tape:
NSA, Ft. Meade, MD; DEFSMAC Office
TUCKER, Helen; unidentified Colonel; FARLEY, Robert D.

[Tape 1, Side 1]

Farley:

Tucker:

Farley:

Childress:
Farley:
Childress:

Today is 6 December 1988. QOur interviewee: Mr. Paul F_ Childress Mr
Childress joined the National Security Agency in 1977 after serving a
number of yvears a: the National Photo interpretation Center [NPIC] as a
photo interpreter. He is considered a photo imagery expernt and provides
photo imagory support to analyst and watch officers in DEFSMAC. Dunng
this interviaw, Mr. Childress wil recall his expenences in both the NPIC
and the NSA. Interview is taking place in the DEFSMAC area {1-2m)
NSA, at Fort Meacde. Interviewer. Bob Farley with Helen Tucker of
DEFSMAC Mr Childress desires that the single cassette be classified
TOP SECRET RUFF. And this is NSA Oral History Interview number 16-
88

[TRNOTE Audio cuts out; wten it resumes, Ms. Tucker speaking as
foliows:]. . You talk softly (5-G). [TR NOTE: She appears to be
commenting on the sensitivity of the microphone ]

[TR NOTE  Addressing Ms. Tucker] It's very sensitive. It's beautiful, the
recording o'f it. [TR NOTE: Now addresses Mr. Childress:] Paul, what
we wanted -0 talk about is your relationship to DEFSMAC. Your
background Your career. | understand it's imagery. And this is one of
about a dczen interviews we've done, prepanng Helen to write the history
of DEFSM#~C. Talk at any level you want. We have the TKs and the
VRKs and all the clearances. If you think that something is too sensitive -
if you can c'ean it up a little better, sanitize it so Helen can use it to work
into a history - then we can use it over in the histonan archives for later
on for some resaarcher or historian to use. So Helen, iIf at anytime I'm not
pursuing the exact line of questioning, please jump up and comment on
anything that you want. So Paul, what we'd like to do s pick up a little
background. Go back as far as your late teenage days. your high school
days military days. and then we'll gradually (4-M) [TR NOTE Audio cuts
out momentarily.] You were at NPIC for a while?

Yes, | was However, we called it NPIC at that time, too.
Okay. Whaiever it 1s now.
Yes, nght.




Farley:

Childress:

Farley:

Childress:

Farley:

Childress:

Farley:

Childress:

Farley:

TORSEOREFHREFFHA02044

But if you can pick that up, anc then we can spend a little time on your
assignmery at NPIC with the bulk of the time when you were associated
with DEFSMAC

Well, | guess, to start out. . | graduated from high school in June of 1951

I immediately apphad for a government job. (2-3B by interviewer moving). |
guess you could say | came from a poor family, 50 | couldn’t go to college
| apphed for a government job at the Army Map Service over on (B%
McCulky) Boulevard. 1 was se ected due to my background of drafting and
knowing sorne map work through high school. | guess you could say |
was hired before | graduated from school, so we had to wait a couple of
months. They picked me up in June of ‘51 | went to school at the Army
Map Service for about 3 montrs. | passed the course there, so | was hired
by the fedoral government then. | continued on with my employment for
about 4 years. | wrote some o' this down to give you some dates.

All right

[TR NOTE: He coughs.] ! continued on at the Army Map Service until
about January of 13955, | left the Army Map Service then and went to the
Office of Naval Intelligence in the Pentagon.

What sort of a job, Paul?

Research work. Photographic type research work. | worked in the Office
of Naval Intzlligence [ONI] since November of ‘55, About a year later in
1956, | transferred to the ONI Foreign Intelligence Division which we did a
little more types of research for tems such as missile work, electronic
equipment, ships, submarines That type of aquipment. | worked in ON
until about January of 1962 which that particular office of ONI was
absorbed !y then the Naval Photographic interpretation Center. Now that
was called NPIC [too] - but that was the Naval Photo Interpretation
Center ove: in Suitiand, Maryland. | worked at the Naval Photo
interpretaticon Centar until it changed names_ it changed names to Naval
Reconnaissance and Technicgl Support Center in about 1965, | believe it
was. | contnued riy work there as a supervisor of intelligence research
work. | dic some photo interpratation work. And most of the work that we
did there v/as pholo interpretation of missiles, submarines, aircraft,
electronic sjuipment

Yes,

in February of 1977, | was hired by the National Security Agency, Fort
Meade. Tha2 main purpose or the reason why | was hired here was at that
time, there 'vas a new satellite bird that went up. They needed someone
in DEFSMAC at that time that knew a liftle bit about the bird. At that time,
we had don2 a small amount of work with the photographic imagery that
was received from that at the Naval Reconnaissance and Technical
Support Ca wter.

KH what?
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Farley:

Childress: '
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. Childress:

Farley:

Childress:

Farley:
Childress:

Farley:
Childress:

T DRSO PI

with the new bird up did help me quite a lot when | first came onboard
here. And from there, | guess you'd say | became the DEFSMAC Photo
Coordinator or Photo Interpreter or what have you

OGA

Ah
This way he knows exactly what target to look for.
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Farley: .

Childress:

OGA

Farley:

Great

Childress:

oga {----------"""17

Farley:

Childress:

Sure Paul, what is your daily ‘outine? Do you walk through and talk to
the various analys's in DEFSMAC and say, "What do you need or what

are short ¢ or what can we do to help you?”

Well, | do talk to the analysts everyday to find out a lot of their needs.

Yes, a big portion of it 1s when | come in in the moming

| come in early

PL 86-36/50 USC 3605

OGA

happen to be there that mornirg. | make sure he gets that information. I'll

talk to him faily to find out what he's interested in. |

Farley:

Yes. Are there specific areas that you keep consia’n{ coverage on? I'm

PL 86-36/50 USC 3605
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C!"%‘%‘l:d‘ress:

Farley:
Childress:

Farley: .

Childress:

Farley:
Childress:

- Farley:

‘Childress:
Faﬂey:
Childress:

Farley: .

S09¢ Osn 06/9¢-98 1d

+ Of course.

+ 1would gusss it's 85 percent Soviet Union and 15 [percent] the rest of the
. world ors that.. 7

. Quality of photograiphy excellent?

My gosh! :
So the imacery igit now".. Yes. definitely is improving.
That treme: dous?

Quality 18 tramendous now,

'm thinking back t the KH3s and 4s. | mean you couldn't really

J -

.understand what was on the {(1-M),
L. TE. Laughter].

Childress: Na:‘qualxty has reelly improvec. Now of course it'll be improving all of the

OGA

time. |

Page 6
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Farley: | b

OGA

Childress:

,F'arley;- " That's wha' | was yoing to (2-3M). I'm glad you answered that. | didn't
oL know how to ask 1. [TR NOTE: laughs while talking |

:“*"Childress: Okay.

oGA Farley: Yes. Did thay get back? Or are they back tomorrow? oca
-~ Childress: No. they're due back this evenng | believe at six o'clock already.
.. Farley: Oh.is it? Yes, okay Good. Helen do you have any questions (1-2G)?
" Tucker:

F‘a_rley: . Is that right”?
Childress:

Farley:© _That's mignly gook..

Tucker:

Childress:

Tucker:
Childress: No, no. [TR NOTE: He chuckes ]

Tucker: More or less back when we first started the imagery program (3-4G).
Childress: Right

PO RS EFIROEEIO2Y+2® Page 7
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TORASEOREFHRUEFH202044R OGA

Farley:

Childress:

Farley: I |

OGA

Childress:

Farley:
Childress:

Yeas, sir.
Yes.

(1-B) that's heen my experience. Now | haven't dong P! work as pezt' say
for somewnare arcund 11 years now since | left the'Navy. But, back at

.- Childress:

Paul. what = your batting avergge in for instance alerting an analyst that

balance at :ill or is it pretty much the sam&?

Well, yes. | would say that would kmd of go back to ane of the quastmns
we had bef: | discuss : ha

Farley:
Childress:

Farley:
Childress:

Farley:
Childress:

Farley:

Childress:

.. Okay.

. Al right,

| see.

Yes Paul 1o you have any incidents or events that are most outstanding
in your memory? Those of whch you are most pleased?

Well, no. | yuess |'d just say that the most pleasing thing that | have to
say probably in {1-B) this particular job 18 one of the finest that I've ever
been in because it keeps you abreast of just everything that the Soviets,
the Chines« and now the Third World are doing. It gives you an insight of
what come: down the pike and also what really they have now and
whaether the newspapers are lying or whether they're telling the truth. [TR
NOTE: Laughs ] Soit's extremely interesting to come in and be I'd guess

OO TIRUPPITZUZIYTTZS. Page 8
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Farley:
Childress:

Farley:
Childress:

TORSEOREFHREFFHE0L044RG

you say, “up on” almost the werld situations everyday. That's one of the
finest thing ‘hat | think makes this job extremely interesting.

Oh yeah vou're certainly on top of it

" Do you have any telpers in the photo interpretation area?

Not really. | have ane young lady, a Miss| Jthat

photograpny and ¢ ocuments that pertain to imagery on file mainly
because we usé a lot of them for briefing boards and bnefs that we may

056/9€-98 1d
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Yes. Paul would it serve any purpose at all to retain or maintain all your
photo files and del ver them to the archives at some distant future date?

Well, | wouid say in some cases some of them would be. They should be’’

screened piobably more often than we get a chance to with only the one’
young lady ‘here baing able to do that. And they should probably be .’
screened w th someone that has a hittle more of a background in the world

Farfey:

have becorne obsolete in a very quick time.

» Okay

Childress:

Faf!ey‘:‘

Childress:
Farley:
Childress:
Farley: '
Colonel:

»

Yes, like the: Cuban Missile Crisis. Right?

Yes, right. Yes g

Yes, we went through the builcing of all these sites .

Sites, yes. ;

Colonel, do you heve any questions? ,

[TR Note: Umdentfied colonel addressed b,y" Farley. Probably joined the

* interview during tha missing portion of the recording.] Just an educational

} one_What s the d #ference between QE%SMAC‘& requirements that are

Childress:

EOC 3.3b(3)

FOF-SEOFERRUEPY2O2YT2S™ Page 9 | ooz
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EO 3.3b(3)
OGA

T ORQEOREFHREERHAL44R G PL 86-36/50 USC 3605

OGA

OGA

Colonel: What percentage of the (3-4B) are included in there? Just one or two
sies?

Childress: Yes, sir, there's oniy one or two .
Colonel: [TR Note: Audio too weak to hear.] (XG)?
Childress:

Colonel: .- Do we have any standing requrements that (1B} DEFSMAC has on the
.’ books?

Childress:

OGA

B e i Te IR
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“Childress:

EC 3.3b(3)
PL 86-36/50 USC 3605

Failey:

Childress:

Farley:
Childress:
Farley:

Childress: -

entail your wperaticns, what would they be?

. Paul if you were to (1G) a major problem or a series of problems that

|

. Right.

Of course. But any problems related with your job specifically? Lack of

help?

Well, when vou say lack of help. | guess everybody says they'd like to

© have more hel

TR iRl age 11
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Farley: Yes.
Childress:
Farley: That's wha! | was thinking. Sort of more photo analysis rather than

interpretaticn, So a little progressive,
Childress: Sure.
Farley: Study on it Helen?

Tucker: One thing = the acceptance of the interpretation. 1 know when it first
came out, there was some resistance to it because the people that could
see it with the naked eye coulc not discern what it was the analyst was
taliang about. | know it's been over come and the imager 15 a lot clearer
now but (2-3G) trouble.

OGA

Childress:

Farley: Oh, yes!
Tucker: And it's pretty well respected”?
Childress: | would say #s. Defintely, yes. | think it's relied on pretty well, especially

RSl 0204efd==P age 12
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Farley:

Childress:
Tucker:

Childress:

Childress: ~

Farley:
Childress:

TORBEORETHRGEEHEO044 S

in DEFSMAC.

Well, they're suppose to be the professionals, so it shouldn't challenge
them very cften

No. we don treally [TR NOTE Farley laughs ]

Well, the cther question .. Some time ago they were talking about using OGA
the machin:: interpretation rather than the analyst {1-G). How did that ever
work out?

OGA

, Yes.

O Sl i SR0etRdd= P age 13
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Farley:
Tucker:

OGA

OGA |- -

© Yes.

Okay, then my next question 15, . You get the information (1-G) now. You

TUsed to be

we had to wart for a couner to bring it down and the buckets were (3-4B by
Childress speaking)

Yeah, KH-4 and the KH-9 .. The KH-8 was what they called a search type
camera. That wouid be up for somewhere like 120 days if | remember
rnght. The KH-4 | think was up for somewhere around... It couid be up for
30 to 60 davs. Most time around 30 days. (1G) imagery that was taken
from a satellite and it was kicked out then and (1-2G). From my
understanding, the Air Force, as the film was being dropped down. they
would fly by with a rcraft and snag . Now that would usually taken

--... around... il a picture was taken over the Soviet Union. say in (B%

Farley: ‘
Childress:

Farley:
Childress:

Childress:

20 days later we wculd get that film and the Pl would read it
out. So you're taltking something that happened 30 days prior,

. Yes.

Yes.

But, yes, definitely we had... When Mary Fairy [Ferry?] was here,
photograph » was somewhere n the neighborhood of 30 to 40 days after it
was taken {1at we would get the resulits.

(XG; very faint aucio.)

SO ESR EREEPO2Y T2y Page 14
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EO 3.3b(3)
OGA
PL 86-36/50 USC 3605

Farley: That's grea’.

Tucker: Okay. Now Paul, have you personally spotted anything that maybe could
be (5-6G)” That could be a significant discovery of something or just
alerting somie peoyple to some unusual activity (3G)?

Childress:
Tucker: What we re doing is giving them a tip-off
Childress: _ 0GA
]
Farley: Excuse me Paul [TR NOTE: No audio for about 8 to 9 minutes )
[End of Tape 1, Side 1}
[Tape 1, Side 2] 0GA
Farley: [TRNOTE: 'Nhen audio resumes, Farley is in mid-sentence as follows:]
(1G). we're doing tine.
Tucker:
Childress:
Farley: Yes, More juesticns, Helen?

Tl iSO 20— a ge 15
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OGA

Tucker:

Farley:
Childress:

G RS EGRETHRUFFYA02044R0

No, that's cretty well about it

““Fartey: - - {

Childress:
Farley:

Childress:

Farley:
Childress:
Farley:
Colonel:

Childress:’
Tucker:
Childress:

Farley: - .
Childress:

Tucker:

OGA

Great. Tha's good news.
Yes, itis it really is
[TR Note: _Laugh.] Helen, { don't have any more questions. Colonel?

Well .
Let me just say that we're not going to coach you! {TR NOTE: Laughter ]

This is an 0 d contoversy.

il SR LR 20280 22, Page 16
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Childress:

émmress:

Farley:

Childress:
Farley: °

Tucker:

Childress:

Farley:

Childress:

Farley:

Childress:

Farley:

Childress:

OGA
PL 86-36/50 USC 3605

Goaod confu matory information right?
Yes.

EO 3.3b(3)
PL 86-36/50 USC 3605

Good. Colonel? [TR NOTE: No audible response.] Helen, what do you

think?

" Is there anything that you (2-3G) suggest for improving the operations?

Any personal observations or any things you want on the record for the

strands of the future?
No [TR NOTE: ke laughs ]

Any guidan::e you can give to the young kids coming along? [TR NOTE:

Laughing].

Well, like | zay, the only thing is | personally in my - I'd guess you'd say
thirty-sever years of working for the government - it's coming to
DEFSMAC that's probably been the finest thing that's ever happened to

me. |'ve really enjoyed working at DEFSMAC.
That's grea:.

And it's a o7 of fun to find out what goes on in the world.
the real worid!

PSR TTRUF I 2020 1123 Page 17
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Farley:
Tucker:

Childress:

Farley:
Childress:

Farley:
Childress:
Farley:

Childress:
Farley:

Childress:
Farley:

T SEOREFHRGEFHEGR4R P

[TR NOTE: Laughs ] That is so right. Any final questions, Helen?
No, [TRNCTE: audic fades).

Okay. Thark you.

Paul_again thank:; very much 'l reclassify this single tape.

OGA

Sure. That's as ticht as you want #? Is that adequate?
Fwould think 80 Yes, sy

All right. Wa'll leave it that way. Thanks very much for your time, Paul.
it's most enighten ng to me as well as enjoyable. And we learned a lot.

Thank you

Okay. Don ttear your tie there {TR NOTE: Childress is probably
removing lapel mic rophone).

That's all right,
Thanks aga:n. We Il see you later then,

[End of Interview OH-1588-16-CHILDRESS]
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