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USDA OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL
sl United States Department of Agriculture

June 29, 2023

Subject: Log No. 17-00032

This letter responds to your February 3, 2017, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)' request to
the Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Office of Inspector General (O1G). You requested
copies of the final report, report of investigation (ROI), closing report, closing memo, closing
letter, referral memo, referral letter and any other conclusory document regarding the

USDA OIG investigations listed in your request.

We are enclosing 161 pages of responsive records. Pursuant to FOIA, certain information has been
redacted and withheld as it is exempt from release. Specifically, in accordance with

5U.S.C. § 552(b)(6) and (b)(7)(C), the names, signatures, initials, and other identifying information
of individuals were withheld because release of this information could reasonably be expected to
constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. Exemption 6 protects information about
individuals in personnel and medical files and similar files when the disclosure of such information
would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. Exemption 7(C) is limited to
information compiled for law enforcement purposes, and protects personal information when
disclosure could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.
Information which was provided by an agricultural producer or owner of agricultural land in order to
participate in a USDA program was withheld under 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(3). Finally, content pertaining
to the attorney-client privilege was withheld pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(5).

A total of eight pages were withheld in full under 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(6) and (b)(7)(C).

We have enclosed an explanatory sheet of FOIA exemption explanations. Please be advised that
we have considered the foreseeable harm standard when reviewing records and applying FOIA
exemptions.

You have the right to appeal this decision by writing to the Inspector General, U.S. Department
of Agriculture, 1400 Independence Avenue SW., Whitten Building, Suite 441-E,

Washington, D.C. 20250-2308. Appeals must be postmarked or transmitted by email no later
than 90 calendar days from the date of the adverse determination. The outside of the envelope
should be clearly marked “FOIA APPEAL.”

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and
national security records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S.C. 552(¢)

15US.C. §552.
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(2006 & Supp. IV 2010). This response is limited to those records that are subject to the
requirements of the FOIA. This is a standard notification that is given to all our requesters and
should not be taken as an indication that excluded records do, or do not, exist.

You have the right to seek the assistance of the OIG FOIA Public Liaison. You can also seek
dispute resolution services from the OIG FOIA Public Liaison or the Office of Government
Information Services (OGIS).

As part of the 2007 FOIA amendments, OGIS was created to offer mediation services to resolve
disputes between FOIA requesters and Federal agencies as a non-exclusive alternative to
litigation. Using OGIS’ services does not affect your right to pursue litigation. If you are
requesting access to your own records (which is considered a Privacy Act request), you should
know that OGIS does not have the authority to handle requests made under the Privacy Act of
1974.

You may contact OGIS in any of the following ways:

Office of Government Information Services
National Archives and Records Administration
{OGIS} 8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Phone: (202) 741-5770

Fax: (202) 741-5769

Toll-free: 1-877-684-6448

E-mail: ogis@nara.gov

Web: https://ogis.archives.gov

For information about OIG, please refer to our Web site at http://www.usda.gov/oig/. Should
you have any questions or need additional information, please feel free to contact our office at
(202) 720-5677.

Sincerely,

Digitally signed by
ALISON ALISON DECKER

Date: 2023.06.29
DECKER 15:44:17 -04'00'

Alison Decker
Assistant Counsel

Enclosures: Exemptions sheet/documents
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This investigation was conducted to determine if
|Natural Resource and Conservation Service (NRCS), United States Department

|(b)(6); (bXTHC)

SYNOQPSIS

Te-1001-131

@

JBY; (b}THC)

of Agriculture (USDA), |(b)(6)? ©X7HC) |abuscd|$p)(6|position and personally benefited by [*/©) ®XNC)
(bXBY. (D)7HC) NRcsl(b)(G); (bXTKC)

b}E). (b)7XC)

This investigation disclosed that in

|(b)(6); (©)THC)

|in NRCS |(b)(6); {(bX7HC) |

b)E). (b7 XHC)

b8}, (b}7)C)

[ At the time of the[/®) PO

told an

NRCS0)6).

bALTALCY

[hatfoX6l BX7XCT Jwas in[PYE) BX7TIC)

the [YO) ©)X1)C)

I(b)(ﬁ); {(bX7HC)

bome of

|After com
lacquired approximately

pletion of the[CX5: G} TXC) |

bYE). (bX7NHC)

|

NRCS[b)6): B)7)C)

llater[P)®). BX7T)C)

land currently

l(b)(ﬁ); BX7HC)

RCSE) BINC)

[(BX6). (BX7HC)

[were usgd_m_gnn-ecq(b)(ﬁ): {(bXTHC)

(b)(B), (b}7HC)

[problems|PX0) ®XN©)

directed?)®).

[N 2N 723

NRCS[PI®). X7

b}E), (b)7HC)

7

[©®)6); BXTHC)

0X6)  |Lastly. this investigation showed|>©" ®X7©)

161 O [JSDA

‘|(b)(6); (bX7XC)

|provided by NRCS. This would include the

(b)), (b}7)C)

I, PO Sometime ino® OXNC)
0)6):  |had been expended [oX6). OX7)C)

|(b)(6); {(bXTHC)

I(b)(ﬁ); (OXNTHC)

|was provided

|(b)(6): ©XNTHC)

Twas employed [0'© GI0C) ’J

INRCS office inf2l%l~.  [County,

|(b)(6); (b}7XC)

Onl(b)(ﬁ); (bX7XHC)

failed to disclose

|(b)(6); {bX7XC)

dated [P0 OO
RCS [FX67 BXTIC)

bX}E). (b)7)C)

| signed name appeared
PR (o) (G
’Jon WthhEb)m(C)

Idenied_l(b)(ﬁ); OO Jnosition as the NRCS [P BXNC)

| b)}E); (b}7HC)

[NRCS[P®) B0

[PE®NC Thelonging to[Po B0

Information was obtained during the course of this investigation which cannot be disclosed and

has been omitted

from this report.

This report has been divided into two sections. The first section of this report deals with

|(b)(6); (bX7)C)

section of this report deals with[®/©): @)

{5 CFR 2634.701

|falsifying a financial

bsing [P©public office for private gain (5 CFR 2635.702). The second

disclosure report

} by b)E); (PX7THC)

INRCS

(b}(B); (b}7HC)
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5 C.F.R. 2635.702- USE OF PUBLIC OFFICE FOR PRIVATE GAIN

BACKGROUND QF [?/®) ®X7C)
b}EY, (BH7XC}
b}BY, (LY7HC} INRCS[E)6), B)7)C) [

bHE}. (bH7HC)

(0}B}, (bH7NC)

(XY, (B}THC)

PYOLOXINC) W Exhibit 1), said:

BY6), BXTC) kmployed by NRCS and

lina signed sworn statement dated

b)8); (bI7NHC)

- [wi b)(6); EHTNC
E{§§3;|w1th NRCSH®. BT}

Sometime in the|(b)(6)? bXTHC)

lcontacted P ]about

|(b)(6); (THC)

b}B). (b}7XC) |
|StEitcd the|®)6). BX7HC) |

needed]P7®) O]

wanted NRCS [PX®: BINC A short time

later,PXCwas taken to the P'©) PXC)

(PO BXNC)  INRCS state offic

|(b)(6); (ONTHC)

E:|(b)(6)‘. (bHTHC) IAﬁer an-ivingrb)(ﬁ); o))

At

that time[®® ©X7XC)

(b}(BY, (bHTHC) |showecl |(b)(6); bITIC

—

(0}(B), (b}TXC)

[Several times,]“’)(ﬁ)% BYTHC)

d explained|®)%peeded

expressc:dl(b)(ﬁ); bX7IC) |

bYE). (L}7THC} | Each time[®X0). ®)X7XC)  lexpressed[0)©) ©X)XC) told
b}B), LXTHC) that everything 06 BXN)(C) At one point during[®®). ®X7)C) |
(b)6). LT Clhointed out tg©®): RXNC) that

would|(b}(6), {bYTHC)

After leaving [©/©) ®X©)

I(b)(ﬁ); (b}7HC)

spoke tof?©. . land expressed |(b)(6); {O)THC)

because the program was

I(b)(b'); (bXTHC)

[ was also unaware of [P©) ©(7XC) |

|{b)(6)2 (bX7THC)

which was required|2)©). [believed the work was

being conducted [0)6), (OX7HC)

|because offEXe). ©TIC)

(b)Y, (b}7HC)

D)6). BINC) [of the NRCSPIE). ©INIC)

b}E). (bH7XC)

|and the situation was

|at that time, was responsible for[®/®): EXNC)
|After expressing [P© ©0C)  Lastold by

(0)6}, (eXTHC)
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bXB). (b}7}C . bXBY; :
(PXE) BXTHC) |lﬂSththEh¥?2( |to tell the NRCS|(b)(6)’ ON7TXC)
bY(E), X7)C) 1ot to document[PX®) OXNC)
. - - b)(6) ONTHC
(o)E), O)NC) |also said everything would be Y0 ©O)7TXE)

b)) BX7C)[State NRCS Office.

(b)(6); (B)7XC)

A short time later,
BY(E), BY7THC) ko see how|X6). OI7HC) [In addition to[D)©). |

b}E). (bX7)C)

©

Shortly after the[*® ®
|(b)(6); (b)7)CT)

[viewing the work[®/6) OXNC informed|b)©), that[(0)6).

(EY6), ©X)C) [was in [oY©) BXNIC)
informed®®) .,  [hatPCfelt it was alo®: OX)C) |

that NRCS[}6) ©XN(C) lassured{?)©), that

b)) (B)7XC) had been called®®:®"C)  |had been told[PX6) OX7XC) |

(b)B). (bX7)C)

The location of
make a[0¥®) 7O
[0)E). ©YTIC) id not recall seeing any documentation related to [©)6). BX7XC) |

](b)(ﬁ); (bX7XC)

b)), OINC
(0)6). B)TXC) suggested would

b)), (bNTHC . . .
f YO X |durmg an interview conducted by the
Reporting Agent (RA) on[P©® OO 454

b6 jis g X State NRCS Office[”® ©C)

thel b)8); (b}7XC) State

NRCS Office in [P)©) ®DC |to work with NRCSoe). o)X [Prior to
B)6). BX7)(C) remembered work being conducted [PX©) ©X7XC) |
b)(©), BN7)C)

BY6). BXTHC) [stated that[P'© OIC)

[BY6) BXC)

X% o, _lAlthough({®X Inever saw any paperwork!®© ©X7(C)
(b)), BXNT)
EX BX0)
B3 BT |

lassumed the
lwas not aware that

B)6) ) :
To 1 y type of NRCS work, it was necessary for NRCSI(b){B)' ©X7NC) I
DY), HNC) Durinef®®tareer with NRCS JP16]
BYE). OYIC) HRMTVE
had never told any NRCS[©©) NRCS
l(b)(ﬁ); (b}7)C) |

[USDA,[P® O iy a signed

|(b)(6); (bX7XHC)

OO ®NC) |(Exhibit 2) said:

sworn statement, dated

4
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|§g%§%o) been employed with NRCS, USDA, for [P ©X©) |
[o)6). ®)7)C) [NRCS Office was responsible for administering
NRCS programs in several counties|PX0). ©}7)iC) |job duties
included, but were not limited to,[?X®: ©©) |
|(b)(6) (bX7XC) I

. - b6}, (bH7HC)
InfPX0 as contacted by|®)©): ©)X7XC) INRCS
BYG), (O)7)C) Ivanted2lC) Jro [P O]
|(D)(6); {(bX7THC)

recognized [P)Y6). OX7)C)
[oecausel> [had previausly[P)®) ©X7IC)

b)E); (b)7XHC)
b)E). (bX7HC)

|could show
D)6} BX7HC) TAfier amiving atlo’® B0
b){(6);

DO ., [believed to bePX®) BXC) fiold[PIO): BXTIC)

(©)6). BYNO) |turned and toldPY®) ©X7IC)
fE¥E), BXTIC)

I(b)(ﬁ): (bX7)C) |1 k|(b)(6); OXTHC)

Qo bind toldP@: . lwvanted 10
b}B); (bX7HC)

b)}E). (b)7XC)

| This did not seem out of the

ordinary because at that time ﬁt{) believed NRCS[P®: &XINC) |
b)), GX1)C) et [BYo) BXN©) [lef [P OO |was informed
rb)(ﬁ)' {(b}7NC) | was
being considered [b)X6): ®)7)C) |believed [2)6) EXNC) |did not qualify for the
l(b)(ﬁ) (bX7)C) |NRCS |(b (8); (bXTHT) |
I(b)(ﬁ): {(b}7)C)
Sometime lated®X Jspoke to[?® ®C) lwho informed|ioy|the work on
|(b)(6); (bX7XC) IThe
decision was surprising since|®: ©X7XC)
[E)E). ®)7)C) |was told by|[PX6) ®XNC) Tt 1pP)6E) BXIHC) [
I(D)(G); (b)}7)C) |
then said {)©). G)7XC) |©)(6): ©)THC) |
(b)6); if )Y B)TXC)
|(mm(cx }vould be better if
?® disagreed with[PX®) ®XNC) [because it was[®© ©0C) |
b)), BXT)C) [To®6 [knowledge, [0 BXNC) |
\- 3
B0} BXC) [Tt was highly irregular [P0 OXC) |
l[b)(ﬁ); (b)7NC) |NRCS |(b)(6): (OXNTHC) |
_ BY6), YT _

On[P®) BXNT) |said®® ©C) were being used@@ O0C) |
[X6). XNC) around the time work[0)X6). ©X7N(C) |
[)8), ©TIHC) [As long as[Pr®) GX)C) |
(©)E). BITIC) However. if [PX6) BXC) |
(D)(BY, (bX7)C) was still required
[YE). BYXTHC) [Duripg [P6) ©NC) |
career, NRCS/0/®) ©OX7)C)
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b)(8); (bX7)}C)

|and

b)(8); (bXT)C)

|during interviews

conducted by the RA on [PX6) ®XNC) | both

stated theyP'® @00 records [P6) OXIC)

[P)8). ®X7C) |and did not find any NRCS[P® ©

X7HC)

()6); (D)THC)

|(b)(6): {(b}7HC)

NRCS, [PFE GX7IC) lina

signed sworn statement, dated[0)©): ®X7)(C)

(Exhibit 3), said:

A few daYS prior to (b)(6); (PHTXC)
b}6); (bUTHC) Iomcc 0)6). O)(7)C

) [in

|called into

formed [P/6): BN

b)B). (bX7XC)

instructed ], Jnot to P16 CXNTC)

Lvas instrucied byl(b)(ﬁ); L) (8 hqkb)(ﬁ); (b)(7XC)

After the meeting with®©®: ©0©)
|(b)(6); BYXNIO) |and tofP)6) ®Y7)(C)

because[b)6);

(®), (L)THC)

o) pelieved the\_l
[)X6). it was highly irregular t

(0)(6); (P)THC) |

b)(8); (bX7XC)

Onl(b)(s); O Itraveled to

|( H8): (X7 XC)

|Der instructions

from[PY®. OXTIC)

p)(6); (bX7}C)

who had been

I[D)(ﬁ); (b)}7)C)

larrived a short time

later[D)®). . ldiscussed [PX6) ©X7)XC)

based on the information [PX©): ©X7(C)

prOVided (bXB), (PX7)C)

i

(b)(B). (b}7)C)

(b)), (b}7)C)

[then instructed®©): ©)X7)XC)

hot 1o[P/® CXTC)

b)(8); (bX7}C)

b){(8); (bX7)C)

|After the meetmg]‘b ). (LX7XC)

i]eﬁl(b)(ﬁ); BN

few moments later,[PX©) ©)X7)C)

After [PPO) BXNC)

lbelief was confirmed that the

(b)(6); (L)7HC)

b)(8); (bX7XC)

| However[P)X]was following

b)6Y. ®X7XC)  linstructions

A

and did not question |(b)(6); (OXTHC)

|because of the l(b)(ﬁ); {(b}7HC)

b)(8); (bX7)}C)

As documented by b)6). BX7)(C)

(b}(B}; (b}7)C)

began on

and was suspended on [P} ©)XN)(C)

because of|(b)(b) (OHTHC) | On

I(b)(ﬁ); (bX7HC)

|the work on [PX6) ®)XNC) [resumed and was competed on

(0)(B); (b}7HC)
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On alSE%S?%’;m |whi1e work was being conductedfoaoc,  |arrived rb)(e)? O)TXC)
b)) (B)7)(C) approached?)) land asked how the work[PX6) ®7XC) |
bX6): (OXTHC) It was very unusual for the NRCS[P© ®)X7XC)

b)(E); b)(6); (bX7KC
DO, |on 2P0 BXNC)

feI1 BXIC) [was interviewed by the
RA on[0® ®XC) _ |and supplied[oXo) BXNC) |file (Exhibit 6)
5Y6). BITIC) |
BYO), OXNC) [saia:

From the [P© ®XNEC)

called rb)(fv); ®X7)C)

b)(6): (0)7)C) Ifile of the

56}, BXO) lshowed [P©) PXTXCY submitted a

Yy |

%% Idatedl(b)(ﬁ); (bXTXC) [to NRCS |(b)(6): (bNTHC) |NRCS |(b)(6); (bXTHC)
b)}E); (b)THC)

PXO), OXTC) | on[P)6) BNTC) |to conduct the work for the
|(b)(6)' b)7XC) |Prior to the work beginning.Fb)(G)' ®IHE) |
| B | Attending this meeting

was [PY6), DX7)C)
B)6). X7 XC)
BYE). O)X7)XC)
B)6). EX7XC)

[The work was to include

[was also discussed. The work[®) ©XDC)

“began [P6) OXNXC) [but was suspended on [eX6). XNKC) due 1o
(0)(©6). (DX7)C) [Wark resumed on [2)6): OXNC) |and was completed [P)Y©) ®)7)XC)
8, _on [7® O00) [and [P®) ©X7IC) —ceived

b)E); (bX7)C)

(0)O). O)THC) |during an interview conducted by the RA on
(b)(®). (L)THC) [ saidl(b)(ﬁ)i )T |

(71 BXIC) Sometime during the[P0) was the PO OXC)

occurred on[P)X®): OX7XC) |Prior 10 the work beginning ") attended
a meeting at[P®) OXC)

B)E). OXNC)  |present at the meeting. Normally [P®) ®X7C) |
P8 BXC) [however, for this[®©- ©)C) Ljust
received[P® O00) [Tn addition o]0, BXNC)

the following jobs were added:{*"©" @)
(b)(6); (b)7)C)

b)E); (b}7XHC) which in turn created|(b)(6); {(bHTHC)

[was obtained from[P)©). |

On|(b)(6); (bX7XC)

INRCS State Office] b}E); (bX7)C) |

was asked by the KA to supply all files concernuing NRKUS[PXE) bHINC |from
feXe) BX7IC) on which [P®) BTIC) was
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- . [)1(3] bHBY, (bKTHC
(OXE) OXTHC) |was able to supply the RA with| OINR [P PN
DXO). XTHC) that detailed work]E)&). BX7)(C) IJ
B)EY. BY7)HC) |during the specified time period. On|[®)®} ®X7XC)

(0)6): ©X7)(C)|was asked by the RA to search for the NRCS file that detailed the work concerning the
lin a memo dated

(DXB): (PXTHC)
bYE). O)PXC) (Exhibit 8), stated[2/6): ©X1(C)  Isearched for file number [P/6) ©XXC) but was
unable to locate the file. During an interview conducted by the RA on [PX6) ®X7XC) |
stated®©kould not[P® PN INRCS [P GX77C) |
b8}, (bM7HC)
D)6, OITIC e 4 s
00 0XN(E) file was not exhibited in this

AGENT’S NOTE: The
report due to[P)©): ©)XNC) lin the file. However, the

file is in the possession of the RA and available for review.

Rorye! |during an interview conducted by the
RA and [D©) ®X7XC) [special agent (SA), USDA, Office of Inspector General, on
[POLENC)  [2id[PX fvas employed by the RCS Office from[P&) ®INC) [During
PX6lapproximatelylP)®. fareer with NRCS [P®hecame familiar with [P ®X7C) |
(O)O) BXTHC) For NRCS to even consider[?®): ©X0C) |
(b)E), (bUTHC)

BY6). BYIC)
>X% [was interviewed by the RA on[P® ®7C) " Tand provided a[?® ®0C)

bX6), BX7)C) Said the [P0 BIC etailed the[o) BXC)

5%6), D) o0 BXC) |
BY6). DT)C) [From

BY0), B [a total of 1) BXIC) |
BYEY. BY7IC) [recorded at the [P)E ©X7T0) [was

on |(b)(6); BY7)C) |

bY®). OXN)(C . . . - R
(DO) DITNC) during a follow-up interview conducted by the RA on |(b){6)' OATHE) |sa1d this

project occurred during [PX6): ©X7)(C)
(HO) EXHO) [Therefore, it would take very little

b)E); (bX7XC)

A MAPQUEST printout (Exhibit 10) showed the [P® GX0C)
|(b)(6); {bX7HC) |j5 I(b)(ﬁ); (bUTHC) |

e 0o |during an interview

conducted by the RA on[oI® O01C)  [said oY) BI7IC)

P9 Bince X BT has been the[P)0) EX7IC)
-8-
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BY6), B0 |and
does not have[?® ©XC)

|(b)(5). {bX7XC)

AGENT’S NOTE:

BY6) ONC , . -
()6). BXTXC) refused to allow the RA to interview/[®/®) ©)XC) |

6 &INC) |

[DE). 2X7C) [ showed®® @XNO)

6 ONEC) |10[01®) BXNC) ldescribed
[0)6): B)7)C) dated

(0)E). ®)7)C) |showed
(B)E). B)TXC) using
the [)©) ®X7)C) |

OO0 |the RA, SA [PO B0 liraveled to [P® ©XC) |
(b)6), (LXTHC) lrecognized the[P® BXC) |
BY6). (BX7)C) metPl0, o discuss the[00 OO INRCS
BY6). BX7)C) [also noticed a [0)6). BX7)C) |
bYE). (BX7)C) [that was noff®'®) ©)X7IC) [was given an
DOAG) Inoted
on thePX®) BX)C) [that were [P6) BXDC) [NRCSP® &GO |
b)E). . [They were as follows:[?©): OX7)C)
(©)6). BXT)C) |
()E). O)X7)C) did
notice the[oX®) BXNC)  [NRCS[PIE): GITIT) located
2t fP¥O) BX7)C) |

(D)), (bUTHC)

b)) BNTHC) |during interviews conducted by the RA [P/©) ®X(7XC)
(B)E). BXTHC) Istated [PX®) ®ITIC)

(D)6); (BUTHC)

b)(E). (bX7)C)

On [BY6). ®X7I(C) ku plied E%ngm |NRCS |(b)(6), (B}THC) |
dated®®. BX7IC) and [P)X6) ©X7TIO) |dated[P®) BXNC) [Exhibit 15).

B)E). BXTO) [showed NRCS[P® GXNC) |
BYE). B)7)C) |within

hefP)6). GX7)(C) |

BT R0 |during an interview conducted by the RA
on[®X6) BXNC) lsaid:

b)6), BXC) |from[EC)- fhrough[P® GO |is located
In[PY6). BXNC) In[PXS) . [members of[PX6) ©X7NICY fo their

eXer ®XC) concemning the [P16). BX7IC) |

-9-
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©©. ) . b)(®). ®)7)C ] 6 OTC
(00, jwas causing onl( ) EXE) |As a result, approximately ). OX7C) |
b)(6). (bX7XC)

to correct the PO OXIC) |

bY6) ~ |problems. The name of this project was|!

bXE). (bH7XC) |Those

b)6). ®X7XC)  fwere administered by NRCS. Sometime inf®¥6} ©X7)C)

in additional [°)6) CX7XC)

(b)(®); b)7HC) roblems caused byl(b)(ﬁ); O)THC)
[0XO). . |were also administered by NRCS.

I(b)(ﬁ); {bX}THC)
l(b)(ﬁ): {b)T)C)

land the surrounding area were not located [©¥6) ©X(©)

The reason the[”® ©X7©)

with NRCS on this project was because [2)®: ©X7X©)

|was involved |06} &X7)XC)

BXO). BXC  ]did not have the [PX6) ©XN)C)

[©X8). T A second reason the[®)®: BI7NIC) Ivas Tavolved To{his projectwas
because {PY©): ®X7)C)
I(b)(ﬁ); {bY7)C) |was |(b)(6)§ (bXTHC) |bef0re this I(b)(G); {BITNCY

Only a smallfPX®) GX7C)

(b)G); (b}7)C)

During the time the work was in progress,l(b)(ﬁ)z ©XTAC) |NRCS Fb)(e); BITHC) |

l(b)(ﬁ); (bX7THC)

|However, on a few

occasions|P'®) OXC)

was complete, [P0 OXC)

| from NRCS so

additional work [?®: ©X7XC)

b)(6);
|suggesled Eh%??%((‘\ |

[concerning the project. After the work [P©): ®7(©)

get anothef®® OXC)

[P0 O Tocated on the[P® PIC)

1n [oXE);
|had done ln|§h¥71{(‘.\ |

26 kould not remember thel®® ©XNC)

rb)(s)i (b)}7XC) but |(b)(6)L {o)THC)
!g’))(g)(g)(%)((cc)) were members of the[*® ®™© |could not remember*® ©7C

because it was different than[®©) ©XNC) |

b)(®). (bX7)C)

b)G). oXTHC) during an interview conducted by the RA on [©)®). ®X7(C) |said:
@ &) - alled [P ©0XC) |
o6 &0

|(b)(6); (b)X7)C)

Serves as [he|(b)(6): {(BUTHC)

oversaw the|(b)(6); G

for thel(b)(fi); (OX7XC)

[That project was X6 BT

b)}E); (bX7)C)
llb)(ﬁ); (bX7XC)

administered by the NRCS. The first stage of the project occurred in approximately(>/S),
b}8). (bX7)C) kll'St became aware of 1he|ib)(6)i {(bYTHC) Iproj ect when |(b)(6); (b}THC)

hW7MCH

informed [P)6) ©XNC)  [project

[were available to[PXO): ©X7XC)

(06 |problems caused by|®®): ©)X7)XC)

|were to be used to

](b)(ﬁ); ©Y7IC)

[causing damage [P/6) BX7)C)

bY6). OX7IC) | was told members of [P/0) OXC)

bYO). ®X7XC) | concerning the [PYO) OXNC)

|problems caused by”© ©X©

-10-
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[PXE). BXNC) lasked[22 ko determine if 7@ ©7C) Jyould
be enough to[”© ®NC) affecting the | Y67, BY7IC)
Edld not remember the exact[2©: ®©) gkor that project but did
remember[P0) O] [to properly address [P BXTIC)
problems. That project[°)®): ®X7)C)
[)E). BN [found
out after the work was completed that |‘ )B). ()T )C) |

|(b)(6) (NTHC) |

The |zb)(6); bXTHC) |0f Eié%c) project occurred in approximatel hen additional
Diorc, project®X® ONe) ko correct problems that
|corrected

existed with[?® OX7C)
e B [problems caused by the[P©) PX/C)

|(b)(6); (OXTHC)

|was hired by the PYO) EXTXE)
complete the work on[®- OO |During the time that project was
occurring as never directed by [0/© ©XNC) |

project [P believed thaifP)6) ®XNC) |

protected the repairs [0X0). ©X)C) |
|(b)(5): L) )I(8

during an interview conducted by SAIPO OV pp[PlT B0 |said thatP'® O0C) N
[orE D7) lto correct [P),._|problems [0,

HSATHAY(@A) AWM
[©XEX BITIC) [The work performed by [0)6): ©)X7)(C) |
[BXEY. BYTIHC) |
e oo lto help control[?®:®X7X®) At the conclusion of the
project/©}6) GXTHC) |

[0X8). BXTHC) Showed [P0©): ®X7C) |

PXE), OXTXE) [was also placed on[®® ®)7XC) |
b}E). (PH7HC) |was

installed on |(b)(6)? {bX7)(C} |
was not aware that |(b)(6); ORTHC) |

bHE). (bH7HC)

during an interview

conducted by the RA on [26) ©XDE) said:
tb)(ﬁ); (bHTHC) |
the office (b}E}; (bUTHC) is located lnl( )6}, L)T)(C) |
P)E)._— |A few months afterf®/®) ®C) Inoticed [BY6) ®XTC) |that had been
b}BY. (bHTHE) —lNRCS in
cooperation WithPX®) GITIC) [vas providing X BX/C) |
DX6) OXTC) [felt thaf?X®. . |because [PIE) OO
and not in {?/°F OXXE) [However,[PXJwas not concerned about that because [
believed it would > PX7XC) th the project and[P)Ecould [PY6): G)XN(C) |
the work[®)6): ®I7XC) did [P)6) ®XNE) in the project
after |(b)(6)1 {(b}THC)
|(b)(6)2 {(bHTHC) |W1th the NRCS |(b)(6)2 {(bUTHC) |fe]t|(b)(6)l {BXTHC) |

-11-
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[PI®) ®InC) Ivas [POr ®0N0) From an

NRCS funded project [2/©) ®INXC) | becausef®©: @XNE) |

NRCSl( }B). (bMTHC) |
: - B)®). BITIC

C®hever spoke tof0%,..  labouf™® ®X© lbut®ldid speak withf?® ©7CT |

b}BY. (bHTHE) INRCS (6 (bUTHC)

(b)EY, (bUTHC)

BYEY. BNTHC) [concerning those[PX0) CX7IC) [was told by [0 ©7C) |
|(b)(5); (bYTIHC) |
|(b)(6}; (bHTHT) to correct the
problems P%) was also told [P® PXIC) frere PO ONCT |
fix [(PHB) (bHTHC) |
|(b){6)‘. (bYTHC) |
(BY6), OXTIC) [did not know the[P/® OX71C)
bY6), (DHTHC) bbut did know that[?)©): ©(7)XC) |
(bX6}, (b}THC) |attended that

[2X6),.. _|Sometime inf{®*®: ©X7© |

0)E). BT INRCS to address other areas[0)©): ©)X7)XC) |

(b)6), LX7XC} (which had|( B), (PHFHC) |pr0blems
|{b)(5); (bHTHC) INRCS office
PO i a signed sworn statement (Exhibit 18), said:

BY6). OX7)C) |fr0m [PE ®7NC)_ Jhrough
bb)éﬁ?; éb)(TT)E:C) |Whe 93)(6 started in (b)(B); (bXTHC) - INRCS I(b OXNC)

X )t( HTHC} via an NRCS |(b)(6); (D)(T)(C)Hatedl(b)(6)' (bUTHC) |10 correct E?lgzlm
X0 OXNE) broblems[PY6) BXNO) [ for that project
had already|®)5): O)7}C) [but work had not yet begun. Prior to the work beginning,

[oIEL DX INRCS office[0®) GX7IC)

b)), BY7)(C) [s2id®®fwanted the NRCS [PX6 BXNTO) |
(b6}, (bHTHC) |

[PEL XN [The aforementioned|”® ®7C) |
OXE. O problemg®X®. @XNT)

The work did not go [PY6): ©X7XC) [because there was not enough
[PXO). BXNC) as not aware the work performed [P0 ®(C) |
b}EY, (bHTHT)

B)Y6). BXTIC) NRCS P ®I01C) koncerning o1 OX© |
the [EYE), BXTHC) [That work encompassed[®)®)._ |
bXBY, (bHTHC)

(D)6}, (bHTHC) I
was
interviewed onfP)®. ®XNC) by SAPIE) CXIC) and providedP© OIC) |
0, 1saidPTET Tshowed[T® P70 |

|(b)(6); (OHTHC) |

-12-
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0)B). &)7XC) |was interviewed by the
RA on[?© CX7HO) |and provided a [2)2), - [printout (Exhibit 20) detailingfoX®» ©XX©)

BY6), BXTC) IThis printont showed [/ B

b)Y, (bXTHC)

On|(b)(6); (bX7HC)
|(b)(6); (bX7HC)
(b}(B), (b}7)C)

|the RA and SA [P)X6) ®XNC) hwalked up|(b)(6); (B)7HC) Ifmm

ltoward

[The RA and SA[P® . GXC) faw that [P0 GX7)C)
B)0), OX7HC)

[The RA and SA[®®" ®X7C) j1s0
noted thd©®) EXNIC)

|(b)(6); (OX7XHC) |is depicted in

the attached aerial photograph (Exhibit 21) obtained from GOOGLE MAPS.COM.

5 CFR 2634.701- FALSIFYING FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE REPORTS

BACKGROUND 2501 PROGRAM

b)(E), (bX7)C (b)Y, (b)7XC)
From HE); (b)7XC) |
b)E}; (PH7HC)

b6}, (bX7)C (0)(6);

BYE). OX)C) R

e enc | USDA,|[)6) 0)N(C) | during an interview conducted by
the RA on[?© OO [ said:

B)(6) N . -
From["©: ®XN©) worked in thg®® ®NNIC) as the

[)&) BY7(C) The USDA agency [0)6). ©)7)C)

[e)X®) ®XDE) [the
NRCS. To)6). ©)7)©) INRCS J0)6). ©)X7)(C) |

I(b)(ﬁ), (bX7XC) |

|b4;°&61)1 F:;f;é?”“Q komputer-generated chart (Exhibit 22) showed that from 0@, |
BYE), (BT

[b)(6). (b)(7XC)

[1n 1atelP® O |had exhausted all[o® OXIC)

B)6), BX7)C) [NRCS. At that time,[P®. 00 |
(b)(B): (b)7XC) | USDA, assumed the [0)6) B}7)C) |
o)), ©)X7XC) JUSDA agency.

Afte PO BINC) |
instructed®)®) |personnel g6 CXN)(C)

Y6, Jbecause[®had not received [0 BIC) 10 PO BXI0) |
When contacted by the RA,[D)©): vas of the belief [PX6) ©)X7N(C) [however, a
|(b)(6); (bU7HC) |was |(b)(6)§ (b)THC) |

-13-
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[P} [ was not aware that from|[™®© @)
(b)6), BXTIC) [NRCS[P® BXNC) Twas employed by[01€), ]
to work in the{®®© ®XNC) If|°X¢lhad been aware of the situation@vould have
questioned if it was appropniate forf > ©X7© NRCS ,m
[0)(6). ®)TXC) Hue to the fact that NRCS [0/ ©X7)XC) during the

|(b)(5). (bHTHC) |

: . (b}B}, (PHTHC) . :
21O Ibelieved who i§®® ®0©) INRCS

(O)E), BHTHE) |during the aforementioned time frame.

2XO) ldid not remember if [P© ®0C)  had any direct involvement with the[0X6. ]
I(b)(ﬁ)i b THC) |01’ the b)(B); (b} THC) |

(0)(B). LITHC)

|(b)(6); {bX7HC) |

|(b)(6); {ONTHC)

| in response to an Administrative Subpoena, provided [2©" ®X©) |

files to the RA, and during an interview conducted by the RA on [©©: ©XN©) |said:

[ [PXE) OXPHC) as employed bvl(b)(6): {(bHTHC) I
Fb)(b)- DHINC) hVaS the (b}B); (bXTHE) |

including [2)©). (g)ﬁé(C?) . Form (Exhibit 23)
showed that[”® “® kvas hired @G, bnP@ONC — hsEE GG ]
foier. Xy Employee
Personal Data Sheet (Exhibit 24) dated [PX6) ®X7)(C) listed[®)® ®XNE) las
[B)8). BYTIC) lletter from[PYE); BXC) |
dated|(b)(6); OXNE) |(Exhibit 25), showed [P ©X7XC) lemployment
with [PY6). ©X7XC) [spreadsheet (Exhibit 26)
showedl(b)(ﬁ); {bXTHC) |employment as fbXe), bX7TXC)
o) BN |

While [ ®0©) was employed by|(b)(6 - XTXC) INRCS office in

oXE); OXTHE) |In addition to[®}6): ®X7)IC) lother employees ofl2l%), who

worked in the[?®: ®X7C) " Huring that time period also maintained["® ©(©

NRCS offices|PX6) CX)C) |That arranement was not only common in[°X%). [but

also throughout the rest of the United StatesfP)©). lwas aware the [P/©) ©©)

received by [2/©) ©NC) SDA, bu b)(a did not know [EXE) BI7IC) |

USDA.
B}E), BXTHC) |
©)6). ®X7XC)  Huring an interview conducted by SA [2©) OXNC) [yp [0X0) BITIC) |said that
(b)(b‘!had been employed in the capacity of[PX6) ®X7)C) ~ |since
L)) OHCHremembered seeind(b)(ﬁ)’ {(b}TXC) ﬂb (6, (bUTHC) |ll’1 the b}6), (b)7)C) |
engaged in[P)6): OX7XC) but|X]did not recall the specific detallsl(b O7HC) |
(0}6 was unaware of[P/6: ©C) provided b P)E). BXTNC) concemmg|( (6. (0)7)C) |
|(b)(6).' {(b}THC) | Addltlona]ly \ as unaware of [)6); L)7)C)

P& BTG provided to[PI®) CXIC)
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DWB) OHTHC] |provided (b)(6). (D)THC)
[oTET BXTIC) [dated [P OO [Exhibit 27), and

during an interview conducted by the RA on [0)©) ©X7)(C) [said:

[PXE), (BXTHC) [submitted to

p){6|0fﬁce in |(b)(6)-' bATHE) |W0u1d have been froml(b)(G); (OA7THC)

bYBY. (bHTHE) | USDA

b)(E}, th b d on thei b)6};

BHTHC) musi nave peen reporte on NeIr hy7vey

All PO o0

submitted tofvb)@bfﬁce prior to

X8}, (bX7XC)

[0X0),_lhave been destroyed, which would include any [P0, . jsubmitted by [P/©- ©XN(C) |

|( )6), LXTHC)

Ireceived the

%%mafd spreadsheet (Exhibit 26) showed
Oollowlin '

ime period of [2® ®X7XC)

| in direct

connection with the [P}6) BX7HC)

NRCS

(0)(6): (bXNTHC)

(D}(B); (bHTHEC)

()6}, (bHTHE)

AGENT’S NOTE: During the course of this investigation the [*©" (b)(7)((?)
kenorted that ['® ®NC

(o)), (b}THC)

(0)(B}; (bHTHC)

attempted to g?%(

bXE). (bX7NC)

b}E). (PHTHC)

(b6,

e |ina

b)(8}. (bX7XC)

staternent dated

(0)6); (bXTHC)

(Exhibit 30), said:

Part of gf:)(a iob duties include, but are not limited to,[?Y©" ®X7XC)

[o)6). (O}7)C)

Ofl(b){ﬁ); OITHC)

Durning the interview,|(0}6).

|]n|( ) (PITHC)

responded to the office

INRCS, USDA, conceming an allegedfP®_ |

ktated|)6). BITNC)

INRCSIE®: GXNC)

bHE). (PU7HC)

G
at[Plo had occurred.
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After the interview was concludedmformed|( J6). (LI7)C)

b){B), (bXTXHC)

|statedPPClposition with [P/®) CX7)C)

)G}, (bHTHC)

b}E). (bXTHC)

[stated that due to the lack of

attention[®)6). ©X7)C)

(b)(6). (LHTHC)

Jwas going to exercise [P1o);

linfo D)(6),

'I(b)(ﬁ); (ONTHC)

T hen staiedP® OO

NRCS[PE: BX7)C)

()6}, (b}7THC)

| informed |(h\(7\(r“\

h letter from NRCS Statingj(b)(G); ©OY7)C)

|(b){6); (bX7HC)

At that time, 26 had not received [P)©).

b}E). (bX7HC)

(b}BY, (b}THC)

|(b)(6)'. (BHTHC)

OO Jletter from NRCS[PI®) GXNC)

in a signed statement dated[/®) ©(C)

INRCSE®. BT

|(b)(6); (BHTHC)

{(Exhibit 31), said:

has been employed as[0©, |

| After becoming [)©) ©XN(C)

bHE). (PH7NC)

b}E). (bHTHC)

| did not remember all of the details[®). ©X7)XC)

remember]P), GXTIC)

but did

|Also present[b)E). ®X7)C)

|(b){6); ON7THC)

INRCS[PIO) ©XC)

During the[PE:OXNC) |

|(b){6)' (ONTHC)

Y6 [stated[P)6) OXTIC)

AT araYd

|(b)(6) (ONTHC)

[Afier listening to [/ ©X7XC)

fix the problems [PX©): ®X7)XC)

completed [P©) ©NE)

| The work[)Sfemem

[was the[P®) BTIC)

felt it necessary to
bered being

P)Glalso remembered[P)®): ©INIC)

BY). BXTIC)

[ In addition,[PX9),.,

|(b)(6).‘ (ONTHC)

lwas

CL TR

BXE, [P [assigned[00): OXIC)

|to[®)6): BXIXC) jwork that was to

H

be perf()rmedrb)(ﬁ) (OHHC)

|did not know[FI®)_ INRCS[P

(). (bX7)(C)

[PXE); B)THC) the work performed onrb)(ﬁ)i B}NC) [but[®X©), |
was pretty sure it was not |‘b)(6)? BUTHC) |
At the conclusion of the[*® ©X7XC) |did not
[BX6Y. BXNCY |the work was
[P ®XTIC) | After the [PX6E). ®XTNC) keceived calls P®.__ ]
o). 0070 |with
NRCS [P 61710 |
[EX6). BXNIC) were concerned that[P)6) ©XNC) |
NRCSOI6E: ®0NC) [assured the [P/©); ©XNC) B

|(b)(6).' (bX7THC)

G
|as ShH |saw fit,

At that time

b}E). (PX7HC)

[but was not
interested inf®)6); GX7XC) |A short time later, [P)©) ©X7X(C) ldecided to
(b)E): (DHTHC)

(DHBY, (DHTHC) |was

bHEY. (b}7HC)

|None|(_‘ (6). (bHTHC)

[NRCS funds.[P)E) ©XNC)
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[)®). D)X7XC) | Prior to[®)©) ®XDC) kcontacted the
NRCS ethics office and asked if it would be ethical[0)6) ®)XN)C) |
[PE: BXNC) |been [PO: ®XNC) — INRCS funds.[PX0) lvas told by the ethics office that as
long ago'® BXC) |
BY6), OXYC) lit was fine forlP'® OIC) |

|(U)(6); XTHC)

©X5) has been unsuccessful at locating any documentation that represented|°)®: ©X7XC)

I BT Wid not use[P©: ®INEC) |to obtain[P® BT |
D)6, EXTIC) |

In [PY©) GXNC) lreceived several telephone calls from[®®: ®XDC)
|(b)(b).' (bHTHC} |conceming |(b)(6)1 (bXTXC)

problems P61 BXTIC) frold oY) ©XNC) fihat NRCS[P®) ©X7(C)
[oX6), ©XTC) suggested(D)®), .
[BY6) DY) 55

EE{}?{{H | problems. Ultimately®®" ©X0©)

[06). O00] to correct[PXE OXNT) broblems. At that point]0© OX/IC) |
[EXO) GXIXC) concerning the
project. Those were the only[P)©): GX7)C) koncerning that project and '?Thad
[B)E), BXC) | project. [ Jdig[P®) ©XNC) |
(OX0): OXTNC)  Wuring the time the project was under way. [PY6) ®XNC) [
b)E). OXTHC) [was

not aware, unti] informed by the RA, the work done[®Y©): ©)X7)XC)

[P BXC) | Again P did not use [P0 BITIC)
(D}B}, (bXTHT)

BY6), BXTIC - .
From [7© ©X0©) [was employed ey |to work in the
|(b)(5); OTHE) s

o)X understood

itje¥6)[duties included [PX6): GXIC) |
[B)6). ©X7IC) [Although NRCS [)6) ©X7XC) [did not
influence [*©) OX7XC) [applied for that position[P/®) GXC)

(b HBY), (b}THC

()Y, (bHTHC)

Earlier

b}6) BXTNC[filed [oXO) PXNET) |

o6y, BN [has never[X® BX7IC) |
(BXE) BXe) |was to pressure oY) OXNC) |
filedoX6) OXIC) lin the[®: BX7)XC)

PXE) BXTXC) [When in[®)0) ©X0(C) was told by 2%, [
B0T BTG [EE{*)6) IO

BYE). XTIC) decided not tofP)6) BINC) land as a result was[?/©) ©)X7)XC) |
BYET, BITHC) land ultimately[PY®) ®XC) |

-17-
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|{b)(6); (OHTHC) |

b)O), (DXTHC) |during an interview conducted by the RA on[)6) ©}71)C)

DO ktated[PX®), earched [ BXC)  |agencies’ records and found no recl:ord o §E§§?§<C>
(DHBY, (DHTHC)

Agent’s Note: Ib’risqr ol |to [PE1OINIC) ko becomel‘bxﬁ); ©XTIC) .
Eb%’«:) tated [0)6). GINC) |For that reason, the RA interviewed an

b)(6), (bH7)C) regarding I(b)(G); (oX7XC) |
(0}(E); (PUTHC)

AR
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AT-0401-0489
SYNOPSIS

This investigation was conducted to determine if|®X®): ©X7)(C)

|(b)(5)i ®EX7C)  |Rural Development (RD), engaged in outside employment and activities that were
not approved by the agency, and if such activities were conducted during official time for

personal gain.

During the period of[?® X burchasedfP® OXIC)
(BY0)

|(b)(6); (ONTHC)

kold for profit

|{b)(5); (ONTHC)

profifP)e): OX7IC)

| In addition, [PX6): @)X7)XC) jpurchased and sold for

(0)(B); (bXTHC)

According to

personnel file, there was no request or approval for outside

employment and/or activilies for the above-mentioned period [?Y6): ®X7)XC) [was observed

|(b)(6); (B)NTHC)

I(b)(ﬁ); (bHTHC)

[provided a sworn

statement Fb)(6); (G GI(]

[the statements provided by witnesses.

This case was discussed

with an Assistant United States Attorney for the District of

B)E-BXHC) | who declined to prosecute [P OX00)

TITLE 5; SECTION 2635.803 PRIOR APPROVAL FOR QOUTSIDE EMPLOYMENT

AND ACTIVITIES

Onl(b)(ﬁ); (XTHC)

|RD, provided

|(b)(6); (OXTHC)

|personne] file which showed no request for outside employment and activities

for the period of fo)6) ©X7IC) |

A review of Form OGE 450 (Financial Disclosure Report) submitted by [?X©) ®X7XC) ffor the

yearsl(b)(ﬁ); (bNTHC)

lshowed[PIE). ®X7)C) [in part 111, but did show in Part [ (Asscts

and Income)[PX0): ®)XN)C)

(b)BY, (bKTHC)

provided the following information (Exhibit 1):

b)E). PUTHC)

(0)(B); (bHTHC)

[During the period of

(b)Y, (PHTHC)

was hired by [P)X6) ©)X7)C)

(0}(BY, (PNTHC)

b}a). (PX7NC)

[was not present when|®)®): ©X1(C) |_|

b}a). (PX7NC)

|does not know |(b)(6): (O)TNC)

.1-
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A chart detailing the dates and locations of the PXO). GXTXC)
is attached to[”°|statement.

|(b)(6); (OXNTHC)

|pr0vided the following information (Exhibit 2):

During the period of[PX6) ©XNC) |purchased [*® ®7X©
(D)8}, bUTHC) | sold for proﬁt|(b) 6). ()THC)

b)E), BYTC) [In addition}”® purchased and sold, for profit[®X6) ®XN(C) A chart that
summarizes the purchasesfp)®). G)X7)(C)

|(b)(5); (BNTHC)

[1s attached to [P)6[statement.

TITLE 5; SECTION 2635.705 USE OF OFFICIAL TIME

According to [PX6) BXTNC) Designation of Tour of Duty, Form AD-2001, effective
g g |

06 OYXNCY o the present]P)Glwork schedule was[®©) ©XC)

DY, (b}THC)

[Prior to this date P61tour of duty was [PX0) ®XNC) |
|(b)(5).' {(bITHC) | '

bHB). (b7 HC)

provided the following information (Exhibit 3):

During the period from |(b)(6)3 ©XNE)
b}6}, (b}THC)

()6}, (bHTHC)

provided the following information (Exhibit 4):

On |(b)(6); (NTHC)
(0)(B); (b}THC)

|purchased|‘b)(6)3 {0)7T)(C)

L2
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b}E). (PH7HC)

provided the following information (Exhibit 5):

On [P)E). BX7XC) | purchased'mxﬁ); (b)T)C) |

(0){B); (b}THC)

D)8}, (bHTHC)

provided the following information (Exhibit 6):

P8 esides at [FTE) BXIC)

(0)(B); (b}THC)

A review of|(b)(6); BITHCY

showed when the

(0)(BY. (eHTHC)

(b)), (bHTHC)

b}E). (bHTKC)

provided the following information (Exhibit 11):

P18 Twas employed as afPi® ®C) loffice for

the[PYE). BXTIC)

[During this period.,

|(b)(6); (XTHC)

RDaSI(b)(6); (bITHC)

b}B}. (PI7HC)

b8}, bI7NC)

| regarding RD |(b)(6)i ®X7XC)

bHB). (b7 HC)
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(0)E); (PHTHC) had someone at[?®©" @ONHC)

[EYEY ©XNC) |It was questionable what [0)Y6). ®)7)(C)
BYG). BNTHC)

b8}, (b} NC)

provided the following information (Exhibit 2):

|(b)(6); (ONTHC)
(D)6}, (b)THC)

|wcre located throughout®©: ®XC)

b8}, (bX7)C)

b)6).

[B16), ©XC) |durinefP®

never conducted personal business while
tour of duty. visited the[PX0)F GNNE)

- - D6ldut; IDIGE
DO ., [very frequently as part ofE_ N |dut1es between the hours of [o)6). ©X7(C) |

TITLE 5; SECTION 2635.702 USE OF PUBLIC OFFICE FOR PRIVATE GAIN

57, ONTHC : : . . : o
(IO O RD,|“3)(6)‘ INNC) |prowded the following information (Exhibit 12):

Approximately[®)6): ®X7XC)
BX6), OXNC)

b)(B). LXTIC) [ On several occasions during the past [P/ ©X7XC)

told |(b)(6)i (B}THC) | In
)6); BXTNC) lat the RD office, when
(X6}, OXTHC) [ gk e d[O)O]i fIO16) OXTHC) lindicated that

(b}B), (bHTHC)

[PY6). BXTICT | RD,[E). ®)7)C) provided the following information
(Exhibit 13):




On several occasions, during the previousfPi®): @) discussed 2)©) GXXC)

AT-0401-0489

RD|®X8), b}AIC) Wwith [P16) 0X7NC)

()6}, BXTXC) [However P8always provided the[PY6) @X7IC)

|(b)(6); (OXTHC)

(D)6}, (b}THC)

provided the following information (Exhibit 14):

On |(b)(6); (ONTHC)

|purchased |(b)(6); ©)7HC)

|(b)(6); (OXTHC)

['said that [P)6) OX7XC)

()G}, (b}7)C)

(L)), (b}THC)

Iobserved |(b)(6); (bX7XC) |On a

few occasions [PX6) ®XNC)

()6}, (PHTHC)

provided the following information (Exhibit 15):

On P& N0 | burchased [FP® ®OC) |
|(b)(6); BTHC) [In [P0 OX7)C) lwas driving
By the[PI©): GXIC)
0)E). ®XTHC) [That same afternoon,
|(b)(6)i {PKTHC) Isuggested ESNOIN
(D)8}, (bHTHC)
DB}, BNTHC) provided the following information (Exhibit 2):
During the past [P GXC) lhas been employed as[®® P7IC) |
b)(6); (b}7HC)
0X6): ®XNC) [recetved [oX6). ®)XN)C)
while employed withP}6). B}7)C) has not received®® ®X7XC0)
P, Jhas never TS [RD 1[0 OX7C)
|(b)(6).' (b}THE) |RD|(b)(5); b)THC) I
|(b)(5); (P)THC) |
. . . . . D)(6); (bXTXC)
This case was discussed with an Assistant United States Attorney for the who
declined to prosecute[P)0) ®XNC) |
¥ % Kk ok
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This investigation was conducted to determine i

AT-0420-1027

SYNOPSIS

fI(b)(G); (OXTHC)

United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Rural Development (RD), while still
employed with RD, purchased RD[?®) ®)7)(C)

oY) BX7IC) RO,

(©)

The investigation revealedl(b)

- (XTHC)

|(b)(6); {BNTHC)

[(0)EY), (bX7XC)

(D)6}, (b}THC)

Agent’s Note: b}E). (P}7)C)

BACKGROUND

|(b)(6); (BXTHC)

| RD |(b>(6): ®X7)C)

()6, (HTHC)

On or about Fb}(a); ©XNE)

they

bHE). (PHTHC)

b8}, (b}7XC)

PIO)OXTXC) IState RD Office received a complaint aboutf?® ]

(0)(B); (LXTNC)

RD. Inclusive in the complaint was a concern about|?X®: ®X7(©)

bX8). (PX7HC)

|(b)(6); (bXTIC)

|RD, [P ®X7)C) |

b8}, (bX7KC)

[Area Office (Area Office) until about{PX6) ®)X7(C) |

[

b6}, (b}7HC)

|RD, provided documents and loan files maintained

in1 the Area Office for review. Information from these documents and loan files are discussed in

the sections below.




bXB). (PH7HC)

AT-0420-1027

0HB). (DR NC), (DH3)5ect 1610 2008 (Farm Billy

bYBY. PN HC). (P)(3) 5ect 1610 2008 (Farm Bill)

Agent’s Note: Review of financial records from"b)

(8). (b)7)(C) |showed |(b)(6); (bX7XC) |

()6}, (bXTHC)

DY), ()7 HCY, (P)(3).Sect 1618 2008 (Farm Bil)

Lb){ﬁ); DTG, (D3).5ect 1618 2008 (Farm B

[to the Area Office.

bYB). PN IC). (P)3) Sect 1610 2008 (Farm Bill)

016, (DHTNC), (bNa)Sect 1610 2008 (Famm Bl

Agent’s Note: There is no indication|(b)(6); OXDE)

(0)(B); (LXTNC)

bYB). PN NC), (D)3) Sect 1610 2008 (Farm Bil)

Agent’s Note: The signatures of] (D)E) O

(Exhibit 6)[)6): ©X7(C)

Jand appear 1o be[P0 O |

|(b)(6); (ONTHC)

|EXRIBIt5).

On b)BY; (bXTHC)

|Area Office, prepared an email and

notes (collective Exhibit 7) detailing|®)6) ©}7)(C)

concerning the RD [PJ© ®XC)

0 n|(b)(6); (ONTHC)

I(b){ﬁ); (bXTHC)
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|and o_nl(b)(ﬁ); (bX7XC) |

Exhibit 10) via facsimile.

On[P®): OXNC) sent an email (Exhibit 9) to [PY®-®XNC) |nroviding an
explanation offP)6): ®X7XC)
I®). BNe) [submitted to [P/ GXIC)
: b)) BYX)C
A memo (Exhibit 11), dated [PX6) ©XNC) lfropa[™® CXXO)

6. BXNC)[State RD Office, showed RD[”

(DHBY, (PHTNHCY, (Y3} Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill)

b}E). (bH7XC)

(0IB). (DITRC), (DNa)5ect 1610 2008 (Farm Bill

b)), DYTIC). B)3) Sec 16192008 R 1y [ 9anf®)) BXVIC) ()3) Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bil)

B b)) BIG) Sec 1670 2008 (Farm Bil)

| RD [EIE), DXTIC) D)R)Sedt |

HEA0 DNNO0 [T Avon DN

bYBY. D)7 HCY, (DN3) Sect 1618 2008 (Farm Billy

(DHOY, (PHTHCY, (b)3):Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Biil)

b}B), (OHTHCY, |RD |(b)(6); (EHTHCY), (b)(3):5ect 1618 2008 (Farm Bill)
hY31Sart 1810 2008

|(b)(6); (OHTHC), (0}3).Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bl

[RD Ioan for

[EYEY. BXTNC). BXE)Sect 1618 2008 (Farm Bill

The RD loan file contained|()®): (bX7KC); b)3):Sect 1618 2008 (Farm Bill)

OHET, (DI NG). (hYa).Sect 1610 2008 (Farm Bill)

RD . [0)6), BX7)(C), (0)(3)-Sect 1610 2008 (Farm Bill

DY), (D7 NC). (N3] Sect 1610 2008 (Farm Bil)
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bYB). D)7 HCY. )3 5ect 1619 2008 (Farm Bil)

DY), D)7 HCY, (D) 3)Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill)

|(b)(6); (BNTHC) |

(DHBY, (PHTKC), (D}3}Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill

D)6}, (PHTNCY, B)3)Sect 1619 . : _ :
g n)ég)({F a)r(m)(F!il)!‘r( 3):Se |RD loan|PX6) BXTNCY. B)3)Sect 1619 2008 (Farm BiY

bYBY. (PXTHC), (b)(3):Sect 1619 2008 | RDl(b)(6); {PHTHC), (b)}3):Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill)

(576, (D)(THC) ()37 Sect 1610 2008 (Fam Bl

(OHBY, (PHTHCY, (b)(3):Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill)

DY), PN NC), (N3] Sect 1610 2008 (Farm Bill)

[RDPXO)

DY), O IG). (D)(3) Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill)

DYE) B)7C), DIBISect 16192008 | RT) [oan]C10) PHVIC). (BIE)Sect 1610 2008 (Farm Bil)

bY(6). OYTIC) (b1 Sect 1610 2008 (Farm Bl

hYBY, (D)7 HGY. (0)(3) Sect 1618 2008 (Farm Bill)
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b)) (b}THC)

P)EY. ®)(7)(C), (b)(3)Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill)

()6}, BXT)C), (b)3YSect 1616 2008 (Farm Bill) [RD0)6); (0)(7)(C); (b)(3)Sect 16192008 |
(D)6, ©)7HCY, ()3 Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill) [RD

DB}, (PHTKCY, (D}3):Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill}

|RD|§22§61;{(‘.\'

DHBY, (PKTHCY, (D)}(3):Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill)
bXBY, (PKTHC), (b}3):Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill)

bHBY; |Ru(b)(6)‘, (PHTHC): (b}3):Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill)
(DHBY, (b)(T)(C); {PH3):Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill) |RD loan.

(DHEY, (PKTHCY, (b}3):Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill)
[RD

(KB, (PHTHC), (DH3):Sect 1619 2008 (Fam Bill)
bHBY, (PHTHCY, (bH3):Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill)

DYBY. ()7 HC). (D)(3) 5ect 1619 2008 (Farm Bil)
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|(b)(6); DHTHCY, (DH3) Sect 1615 2008 (Farm Bl

Eﬁg%é%‘&g to the RD Area Office.

016). DNTHC), (b)3)Sect 1610 2008 (Farm Bill)

(DHEY, (PHTHC), (0)(3y:Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill)

[B)8). (b)7)C); (b)3):Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill) [loan obligation with USDA. J0)6). (bX7)C). (b)3):Sect 1619
DY6), (PN7)C); (o)3)Sect 1618 2008 (Farm Bill)

BIB), BOINC). (B3] Sect 1610 2008 (Farm Bl TRD ToanPl® BNICT,
Due to a complaint RD received, [2/©): ©NC) (0)3)Sect 1619 2008 (Fam Bill

DXBY, (PKTHCY, (bH3)Sect 1619 b}6Y, (PHTHC): (b)3):Sect 1619
XE) BITIC). ©)E) Se RD fundsf ). BX7I(C), B)3) Sect 1619 2008 (Fam Bil)

(DHBY, (PKTHCY, (b}3):Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bilt)

The facts associated with this investigation were presgl d to an Assistant United States
Attorney,[P/6) ®X7)C) |who ddwsed would consider this matter for criminal

prosecution.

* &% Kk Kk %
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b)(8). (P}7XC)

This investigation was conducted to determine if

(0)(6). (bXTHC)

|(b)(6); (b}TXC) |(b)(6): (OXTHC)

[©)6); EX7)C) |

was in possession of child pornography. This case was initi

ated based upon a referral from

|(b)(5); (ONTHC)

b)(®):

M7

(©)). b)X7)C) lrequesting

assistance in obtaining information and verification regarding[°)6)

P)(THC) IThe

investigation disclosed[b)6). G}7IC)

()6}, (b}THC)

bXE). (bX7HC)

RS s

as indicted on |(b)(6); o)7HEC)
|(b)(6): {bHTHC)

| charging [0 it

(0)(6):

aATEAT

~—

(Exhibit 1), in the
ount of Sexual Exploitation of a Minor.

i This case was worked jointly with the FBIJP)®): ®(")C) |

|(b)(6); (LXTXHC) |

b}8). (b}7HC)
on [2)6) XTHC)

(0)(6).

YAV ind)

|(b)(6): ©XT)C)

|issued a letter to

[(Exhibit 2) stating [*®vas being suspended from duty and pay indefinitely.

This action was based upon verification of the criminal charge pertaining to child pornography

(0)(6).

that had resulted from the arrest of D}T)C)

by the FBI.

Upon consultation with the FBI, it was agreedPJ%) .,

government-issued computer should be

analyzed for possible images of child pornography. On[P)X6): ®)7)(C)

Dffice of Inspector

IG

General (
(0)®

images on

)govemment-issued computer.

On |(b)(6); (ONTHC)

Forensics Division (NCFD), OlG/Investigations, United
|(b)(6); (bXTHC)

agents requested a forensic examination of [P0 [internet history and stored

|a Case Summary (Exhibit 3) was provided by the National Computer

States Department of Agriculture,
|which reported the forensic analysis of E%%P\ jgovernment-issued

computer was completed and no images of child pornography were found.

b)(B);

b)(®).
PYTHC)

The criminal case against

s pending in the

()6}, (DHTHE)

(L)THC)

k ok ok ok ok
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SYNOPSIS

This investigation was conducted to determine if XY, BNTHC |
Animal Plant and Health InsF ection Service (APHIS), submitted false Time and

Attendance Sheets (T&A) in whicH®®klaimed[FXe)_| hours [P O worked on
[bXE). (DX7HC) |wh1ch e, [did not work. During the investigation, allegations of

conflicts of interests were also claimed. MStated that|{b)(6) (bHTUC} |
|(b)(5) {DITHC) |

BACKGROUND

Overtime policies are part of the collective bargaining agreement between APHIS employees and
APHIS management that have been in effect for over 20 years. The policies are listed as part of

Article XTIV, [PHE} BOXIHCH

b}E). (PHTHC)




18 USC § 1001 - FALSE STATEMENT

An analysis performed of [P ®7N) IMe and A : showed that from n.
periodﬁE?Eé&m |[h.rough pay period|”®for fiscal ye D}E). BNTHE) laimed[®" ®HE)

AT-3301-0122

ay

0n|(b)(6); BHTHC)

worked

Time and

Reports showed that from pay period
96 blaimedPl®,_  |worked o

b)EY, (bX7THC)
(b}EY. s
(7HC) xhibit 1}.
D}BY, (DXTHC) ) .
On Special Agent (SA)P® P00

(ASAC) EDWIN FORTEZA interviewed [ 0XN(©)

b?“(g?‘;{m |thI0llgh pay period®X6).

3 T

rem

for bHE}. (PHTHC)

Inspection Services |(b)(6)'- BITHC)

arked on

(D}(BY,
(OHTHCY

|and Assistant Special Agent-in-Charge
|Animal Plant Health

|who provided a swomn statement (Exhibit 2);

. [b}BY, (bHTHCH
Durning

|(b)(6); (OHTHC)

[APHIS, 2%

pvertime for the employees assigned to [PHE): OHIHC)

E‘e agency’s
|

|(b}{6); OHTHC)

[was claiming|P7) OXC)

b}6}, "
X0 . [hours worked[o)&): ®XNC)

|According |(b)(6): BTHC)

(b)), (b}7HC)

worked during |(b){5); (bHTHC)

(bX6), OXTHC) [ 1®oninion P Hoes not think thatfPX®): ®X7HC)
(b)EY. BYTHC)
o6}, ©XNNC) lworked during|{b}{6): BNE) |

On |(b)(6); (B}7HC) |S A |(b)(5): {(bHTHC)

()G}, (bHTHC)

ind ASAC EDWIN FORTEZA interviewed
who provided a sworn statement (Exhibit 3):

bHE}. (PH7HC)

(b}BY. (bH7HC)

|hOUl'S worked. |{b){6); OX7HC)

(O}B), (DHTHE)

(b)Y, (bHTHC)

APHIS offices at]P® ©XC)

|{b){6); (OHTHE)




AT-3301-0122

(XS}, OXTHC) |Was fOl’EE%Egirm |Elt most,

Tn addition, [£/©" &)

: . : : . BYo),
On [P0 ONE) | g[P¥O) OHNNE) |S DYE) BXTC) hnd ASAC FORTEZA interviewedfoiobc, |

(b)8). B)T)C) who provided a sworn statement (Exhibit 4 and 35):

BYY, BYTHC) | APHIS in[P/® ®71C)

BYE), DXTIC) [worked on[P/® DY) |
(B)(B}, (bHTHC) |
(b)), (b}7HC) fworking I(b)(ﬁ): (BHTHC) |
(b)), (b}7HC) Bometimes|[PX6) G}7)HC) |has attempted to
[EY6). XTHO) [ Sometimes, employees

from other work units have [P/6) OX7THC) |
D6 |at thd®© OXIC)

(bXTHC
OnfPEL BT KA (DXE}, (PHTHC) ontactedl(b){a)" {B}THC) |Wh0 stated
the following during the telephonic conversation:

[XE) BXTHC) kurrently does not have records
reflecting[”®r OHNC) |kept records of

|(b)(6)? (bXTHC |attendance; however, |{b)(5): bXTHC} |

: : : : BYE), OXTHC
Onfb){a)' OXHC) |SA|(b)(6}‘ {b)m(c)|and ASAC FORTEZA mterwewedl ( ?{ §OXDREY
[PXO). X7XC) who provided a sworn statement (Exhibit 6):

bHE}. (PH7HC)

bYEY. BY7HC) cannot remember the specific dates[PX6) ®XNC)

working|(b){6); (bXTHC) |

On[P®-ONCH A [PXO) land ASAC FORTEZA interviewed [P ©7Chwha provided a

AT AT Al

sworn statement (Exhibit 7):

[P¥%6) " Thas only worked [PY6) ®X7YC)

[XS) OXIHC) claimed by[E)X6),_— [during[P)e),_[fepresented worked
done in thel{b)(ﬁ); {(bHTHC) |
X6, BXTHC) worked|X6): BHTXC) [in order to [PYE). B7HC) T
(OXE). BHTHC) |that was not completed|*/® ©X7X©) |

23
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bXEY. (b7 HC)

bHE). (7 HC)

mostly worked|"”"® X Tat the PO BXNO |

office. [P0 OXTIC) [On one occasion, X8 BXTXC] On
another occasion there was a[*© PX7XC) |that needed
[P®immediate attention. This incident occurred on[P®- PXNC) [There were occasions

that|(b)(6); {(bH7HC) |

Op [P ®C) | S AIPHEL CXCland ASAC FORTEZA interviewed[”® ©©) |
[EXE) BXTHC) APHIS, who provided a sworn statement (Exhibit 8):

[0)6). (B)T)C) lworked by APHIS employees involvesfPXE: BX7IC) |

|{b){6); (BHTHC)

bXE). (PH7HC)
()}, (HTHC)

IAPHIS employees are needed at least

()G, (b}7HC)

oY) EXTIC) | However, there was a time that
b}BY, (bXTHT)

(b}(B}, (bHTHC)

b}E), (bHTHC})
©XE) BXXC) | stated the following:

on an e-mail dated

bXE). (PH7HC)

b}E). (PH7HC)
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bHE). PHTHC)

the nature of the work

(b}E), (bHTHC)
required to be performed during [b){ﬁ); E}THT) |

5 C.F.R. § 2635.501 Impartiality in Performing Official Duties

During the course of the investigation into the allegations of submitting false time and attendance

reports, an additional allegation offP® ®C Japparent loss of impartiality while performing

official duties was raised. It was alleged that [X¢)_ |does not behave impartially when

(O}B), (DHTHE)

[APHIS [P®) O17K0)

|{b){6}; {(BH7HC)
stationed in |{b){6}; {(B}7HC) |

o0 ONE) |5 APE). BXHOland ASAC FORTEZA interviewed
a sworn statement (Exhibit 5):

(B)B}, (bHTHC)

who provided

b}E). (PHTKC)

BYE), BNC) ’_[APHIS DXy |told
T

BYEY, DY) freceived a phone call from[2©) equesting that[P)6). GX7)C)

(b){B}, (b}7HC)

I(b){ﬁ); {bHTHC) |10]d |(b)(6): (bHTHC) |that E}{ |sh0uld |(b)(6); {(bK7HC)

lcomplied with

BYE). BT

b)), EXTXC)

b)), OXTYC) AR S
BYE). BXNIC)

|released the |(b)(6}; (OHTHC)

| to |{b){6).' (OHTHC)

|FUI'therm0re (bKBY, (bH7HC)

|(b)(5); {DHTHCY
AlsofPE), B0
bXO) ffice.

lis an APHIS|PI®) ., [that works outlof the

ATAT!
O VOF EXDE) APHIS iﬁiﬁ?im) provided a sworn statement in whichstated
the following (Exhibit 9):

. . . b

|£p)(6|received a phone call from Fb){ﬁ), OXDIE) |1I‘1 which Masked what was

asked

|(b}{5); (BHTHC)
|(b)(6); OHTHC)

| told[E)E) BXTHC)

D)6}, (b}THC)
has never felt

(b}(BY, (bHTHC)




AT-3301-0122

_ ORI DY®),
DO OO | ihe - DXTHC)  |following
all APHIS procedures.

(0)E); (DHTHC)

On I(b){e); OXO© |SA]{b)(6); ©XNE) interviewedl
[PYO: BN |who provided a sworn

statement (Exhibit 10):

bYEY, (BHTHC) | bYB), (b BYGY, (DT HC
(b}EY, (PHTH )ls emnlo_ved atl( HBk ){7){C)I as a( HBY. (bHTHEC} Some
ofO®duties as|(b)(6). (BHTHC) [are working in the[P®) BXDT) |
b)Y, X7 HC) [Tt is possible that [P¥6) BTHC) JAPHIS[PE: ]
©YE}, DXT)HC) [but only iffPE): GITNC)
(b}B}, (PHTHC)
|{b){6}; {DHTHC} hndl(b){ﬁ)" {b}THC) | are also emp]oyees at
|(b)(6); {BHTHC) |is a |(b){6); BHTHC) orking with gg{}?}m
and|P)6) OXIHC) [is a6 BHTHC) [working with [ ew that
[eY6), BYTXC) lis an APHIS[)C) . However[P)®) [did
not know that[?X0 ®XNX©) [was an APHIS|PX6) BX7HC)
On[PE BT |5 A X6 O hinterviewed|©®: ©XXC)
|{b)(6); BXNHC) who provided a sworn statement

(Exhibit 11);

Meeting with USDAJPX6) (OX7XC) [However, is
possible a[PX0r LXO) [is[PYE) BXTXC) |
Eb){ﬁ); ®X}7XC) [Normally, that particular duty belongs to [PX6): BXIXC)
b}BY. (bHFHC) |knows that [b}8). GX7XC) jas
well as/0® eXNe) lare APHIS[P®) GX7IC) |
|(b)(5): {(PHTHC) |(b){5): {(bHTHE) |APH[S’|(D)(5): {(PHTHC) |
|{b){6); OHTHCY |present during|[b)e). dX7HC) |
Sometimes they arelPX6): ®X7C)  [present during[B)6) OXNE) — [P)E) OXIE)
OnfPO- PN g p [PHOHOHTKE) and ASAC EDWIN FORTEZA met with
DYE). (ONTHE) who provided a sworn statement (Exhibit 8):

bXS). lwas not aware of any conflict of interest affecting any of the employees o (PIOLOXDC fakes

conflict of interest allegations very seriously[PX6): ®X7XC) |
|(b)(5); {(b}7HC) |

The facts associated with this investigation were discussed with an Assistant United States
Attorney in [P GHHC) lwho declined this case for criminal prosecution.

£ 0%k % %
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Ch-0301-0265
SYNOPSIS

This investigation was conducted based upon intelligence indicating that Farm Service Agency
(FSA) [b)6): b)7)C) laccepted and failed to disclose

to the USDA FSA that [0)6). 0X7)C) |
[0)E). ©XTIC) employment with FSA. When il was determined that the
BE B IFSA[R®). BX7IC) Jbrought (). Jio the
attention of the Reporting Agent (RA) (Exhibit 1).[0)6). ®X7N)C) Jthen purposefully provided inaccurate
information to the RA by|0)X©): ©XN(C) |

however[P)X6) ] later amended?)6), . laccount of events |‘b)(6)? (OXTXC) |
in order to[PX0) BX7)C)

b)E); (b)7XHC) l

During the course of this investigation, additional information surfaced regarding
involvement with the [bXG)? bXTHE) |FSA|(b)(6); ®X7IC)

(0)(6); ()THC)

The United States Atiorney’s Office, [V© ) accepted this case
for criminal prosecution,

FALSE STATEMENTS — 18 USC § 1001

I(On LX), BXTIC) la search warrant was served at the [P6:®XNC)  residence of'l{b)(a); ©Xney |
D)), (b}7THC) |

investigation (Ch-0350-0017). During the service of the search warrant, [PX8) BX7}C) |
[0®), &X7)C) |was located in [PX®) BXTCTresidence (Exhibil

[b)(ﬁ)i (b)”)@ lwas also located during the search
warrant. 0)(6); (b}THC)
[EXE). ®XDIC) [(Exhibit 3).

The RA interviewed®®). . |on[P® ®XC) |occasions regarding several matters related to[29)]
official duties fb)6). BX7)XC) s [0X6). For the[P)XOX ©XNEC)  [FSA Office. Exhibit 4 is a

HSYraAYS

|Memorandum of Interview that contains the details of these interviews, including details regarding
(D)6}, (bXTHC)

completed a sworn written statement acknowledging receipt of foX6). L}7}C)
further highlightedfoX6): ©)}7)C) [Exhibit 5).

(b}(B). (b)7)C)

The facts associated with this case were presented to the United States Attorney’s Oflice

E;g(c which accepted this case for criminal prosecution.

® % % K &
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OFFICE OF COMPLIANCE AND INTEGRITY - REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This investigation was conducted to determine if [?X6) ©X7XC)
[0X6), BNTHC) [United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Office of Inspector
General (O1G)DY6) OXNC) misrepresented [P@position and responsibilities associated
withP®DIG employment and the official nature offPX6x OXNO) |
(L)E) BHTHE Inot authorized by OIG[PXS)
|(3){5): {(PHTHC)
USDA-OlGl{b}(G}; ©XTHC) |t0 Office of Compliance and
Integrity (OCI) Special Agents (SAs) during interviews on[2© ©XD©) |and|{b}(6}? OXHC) |

respectively, as well as PX6) €N PCT agents [P0 . paid interviews.

The investigation revealed the following:

1. Under the context ofl(b){a); ©XTHC)
YO X7 [misrepresentedl%. Jas an OIG [0 OXC) |

|(b){6).‘ (OHTHC)

(L)6). OXTHC)  |were unrelated to any official business which
(DB}, (DUTHC)

bYE). (PH7HC)

: . DORDIGE
2.|(b()i()61; (cg}r(?a}{lé?uth)(ﬁ)- (bXTHC) lin the context of[7© ©E) ||

USDA-OIGP®: X7 btated, in partP® OXC) |

PO}Office of Inspector General,” [PY6). ©XNC)

bHE). (b7 HT)

(L)6). LHIHC) | was unrelated to any official
business that Eb){ﬁ}: {HIHC) |may have been conducting|(b){6): BHTHC) |

3. On rb){ﬁ); OX7XC) |was interviewed by OCI SAs regarding the aforesaid
allegations. During these interviews[P® ®X0C) Ltated, among other things, that[PX€ ®XN0C) ]

|{b}(5).‘ {B}THC) |alle ged
that|o)6) BHTXC) o [OIG]bXE), bITNHC)

[BX6) B0 Talso stated®Cldid noflP'® OWIC)

](b)(ﬁ); {O}THE) |0f OCI’s
DXO): EXTC) kent to schedulef”°|OCI
interview for allegations of [PX6) H}7HC) n the

weeks following these interviews [©)6): BXNC) |
BB, (b}THEC) |

bHE}. (bH7HT) b individual k (b}6}, |
¥y an mndividual Know. 7y e
b)Y, ()THC) |; and

D)6}, (b}THC %bﬁ;b?C
(EYO) ONTXCY CRIMINAL/ADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATION o1 EXD©)
PAGE 1




4. During an OCI follow-up interview on[PX6) CXNIC) |the

allegations againsy®®) ®XNC)

further [PX6). ©XTHC) to OCI SAs[®)6) BIHO)
[BY6). ®XC) stated[PY®) OXNC)

(b}HB}, (b}THC)
b)EY, (bXTHC) as detailed herein.

BACKGROUND

Subject Information

[P)O) OXTHO) lentered federal service on [P®), ®X7XC) las an
(D)6}, (bH7XC) |with the USDA-OIG|PXE) GX7)C)
BY6Y, BXTHO) [On[Ie B received|o®) OO0 |

bHE). (PHTHC) |

According to the federal resume inlmbfﬁcial Personnel F olderfb){a}i OIHE) |

|(b)(6); {(b)THC) |has
completed®®: BT |
in addition to [PX8) BX7XC)

b}EY, (b}THT) also holds|{b)(6)i {(bHTHC)

I [P BYTHCY l)CI completed®X6) OXNE) |
[EXE). XN |allegations that[E¥®): ®XNC) |

(D)8}, (bHTHC) |The Inquiry [b)8). GX7)C) |

b}E). (PH7HC)

Applicable Laws, Rules, and Regulations

The following may have applicability to this investigation:

Federal law regarding the making or use of a materially, fictitious, or fraudulent statements or

representations can be found in 18 U.S.C. § 1001, Statements or entries generally.[PYE) BXTXC)
(DB} (DHTHC)

©)6), DXTIC)

Federal regulations regarding the appearance of governmental sanction through the use of an
employee’s position or title may be found at 5 CFR § 2635.702, Misuse of Position (Exhibit 3).

b)8), (bXTHC)

J— %@@ BC)
O}EX LXNE) CRIMINALfADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATION
PAGE 2




Federal regulations regarding the use of government time can be found in 5§ CFR § 2635.705,
Use of official time (Exhibit 5).

bXE). (PH7HC)

(b)), (bHTHC)

()G}, (b}7HC)
CRIMINAL/ADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATION
PAGE 3




RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION

KAREN ELLIS
Assistant Inspector General for Investigations (AIG/I) / OI
Washington, D.C.

|AIG;’I ELLIS sent an email message to OCI Director SCOTT WILLIAMS

On |(b)(5).‘ (bHTHC)
(b}BY, (b}7HC)

|(_(f:xhibit 9) explaining that
b

©). BNIC)
represented[28) [as[PX6) BXXC) IGPIE) XTI
X6 BYTHC) |

|{b)(6}; (BHTHC) |

MARY LEWIS
Special Agent-in-Charge (SAC}, Southwest Region/ Ol
Temple, Texas

BAC LEWIS sent an email message to AIG/I ELLIS (Exhibit 10) forwarding
nsas City,
b}6}, (bX7HC}) |

Onl{b){ﬁ)'. (b}THC)
information that MARLA FRICKE, Assistant Special Agent-in-Charge (ASAC), Ka
MO, had received from FBI SA[P®): ®XNC) [This information consisted of

|{b)(5); (bNTHC)
fwho alsofb)e) d}7HC) |

[)6). (DHTHC}
|(b)(5); OHTHC)

|{b){5): {(b}THC)
Special Agent, Federal Bureau of Investigation

FBI Residencv Office
|(b)(6); {B}THC) |

|sent [BXE). OXNC) |

|(b}{6); (OHTHC)

(BYE) BITHO) [that detailed[P® BINC)
()6}, DHTHC} |am0ng other claims|{b)(5}¥ {(bHTHC) |;tated that:

bXE). (bH7HC)

bHE}. (b7 NT)

|(b)(6); (BHTHC)

PO LontactedP® OTC) Loy the [P0 OO0 lat thefP®: OO
oI BXTC) IbecausdPIC felt [PFE) CXC) onEr BT )

[EXE) BITHC) |to OCI SA[P® CXI©)

b)6}; (b}THC %bﬁ;b?’c
(PXO) ONTXEY CRIMINAL/ADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATION oL BXTXD)
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bXE). (PH7HC)

rb)(ﬁ); (OHTHC)

b}E), (bXTHC)

b6): (DHTHC b)E); (D}THC) . . -
1O ©XDE) sent received WthhI(b)(G)' BXTHC) |

allegation that [PX6) OX7XC) |
bHEY. (DH7HC) [also Sentl(b){e); (bXTHC} |
BB, (bXTHC}Y |

(b)), (bHTHC)

bHEY. (b7 HC)

FOEO does not know [P0 B0 ldoes nof know of [P0 ORIC) |
Yoy BX7Ae) However, on[P/® ©XXS) lreceived®® B0 |
(B3, BXTIC) [sent[o0), B0 Iimciuded
B, BYTC) fssues [P0 O Jwith the
bXBY. (bHFHC) z
: : - . BYE), BTG
Shortly after[PE PXHC) receivedPO PUO lyhich wasP® 000 ]
|(b}{6); {BITHC) lexhibited®CUSDAPE. — JUSDA-OIGP®: BXTIC)
(b}E}, (PHTHC)
BYE), BY7)C) fuestioned the [ ©X1C)
BYEY, GITHC) BT, Jquestioned the [P0 BXTC)
D). B0 linformedfore) BXC) i
andPCladvised PO OO0 FBO,. |
bHBY. (bHFHC)
INITIAL OCI CONTACT
Scheduling Administrative Interview
: BYE), - BYE), BITNC
0o o0 o1 Ao o) lontacted [P OO |
notifying[2)E:jof OCT’s intention to interview[2)%), regarding the aforesaid allegations. After
initially replying to the message atfb)6). B}7XC) ISAfPYE). BXTIC) |
|{b}(5}i {(bHTHC) stating that, |(b){5); (bHTHC) |
rb){ﬁ)i (bHTHC) |(Exhibit 15).
: Fb){ﬁ), OITHE) |UuTUOSE is to
|(b)(5); (bHTHC)
2|(b){6)i {(bHTHE) |
3Eo)E} (DHTHC) |
(b}BY, (bHTHC) |
(b}B}, (PHIHC) b}BY. (LHFHC)

CRIMINAL/ADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATION
PAGE 5




bHE). (PHTHC)

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FROM
|(b)(6); {(b}THC) |

O [PPO B0 s P EXC)
|{b)(5}; (bHTHE) |” {Exhibit [6). The
content ofl{b)(ﬁ}' OUDC) to OClL as a result.*
bYEY, BRTHC
INITIAL OCI INTERVIEW OF|"® ®7
Compelled “Kalkines” Warnings
: . . ) : N GG
On [PYO) ©X7XC) [was interviewed by OCI SAs [PXE). OXTXC) " andjp)7)e)

[P)E) PXNHC) [ with a follow-up interview conducted on[PX®" ©X7XC Yy hibit 17). During these
interviews,[P16h LXIXC) brovided the following substantive information:

|{b)(5}; {(B}THC) |had neverl(b)(ﬁ); {(bHTHC) |USD A
OIG/OIPS) . [(Exhibit 17, Attachment 2)[7® OXHO hag peyerVOr OIHE) |
[©XE), BXTXC) ffor any reason,

|(b}{5); {b}THC) |

[X6) BXTHC) |raised the possibility thatfPX: ®X7C) |
[BX6Y, BT As a result[PY®. GXIC) |
TE¥E), BRTRC) decided [P0 BXI0) I
](b){ﬁ); (B}THEC)

According to |{b)(5); (bHTHC)
(o}6}, (bHTHC) [to have[PX6). BXTXC) |

(D)6}, (b}7HC) |believed that at
|

some pointlb)E) GXIHC)
DYE), BHINC)

BY0), BXTIC) [vith documents[PY®) X0 DIG
oY), XY

B0 BXTIC Jvia the use ofPI0) PITIC) |

On PO BT lwas made aware/[FYE: OIIC)
b6} (bHTHC -
D)), BITHC) stated that®%: |

BX6, GXC [oelieves that[Po) PXIIC)

bHE). (bHTHC)

# Prior to SA [P)6): O}7XC) |contac{®E). BXTHC) LfEE BT |no relevant [PXE): OXIIC) |
[oX8). BXTIC) |in this ROL

*SAPE) . eonducted the[PXO DN Jinterviews [EX6r BXTIC) |

i SAEE?@««\ l)articipated in the [P/©) bXE). (B)7HC) I

0T I :
X6X ONTHE) CRIMINAL/ADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATION PXEY. BHTHC)

interviews
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O n|(b)(5): {PHTHC) |1‘ eceive d|(b)(6}j (bHTHC) IfI'OITl
[o@), BXIe) Dpon receipt[o0) O0) |
|(b)(5); (bHTHC)
then placed[PY® O} presented[o70 CAICT S AfPR0) BXRTIC)
during the |§E{§?{m |interview.
(bXE}, PHTHE) believed thatl(b}{ﬁ); {(DNTHC) |because|(b){6); {(bHTHC) |

|(b){6).‘ bHTHC)

stated that[PX6) ©N7XC)

DYEL OXTIC)  |believed it would[PE) BXNC)

()6}, (bHTHC)

(0}B), (bH7HC)

lcannot definitively prove[PXe) OXNC)

b}B), (bXTHC)

believe(d) [PE) BITXC)

b)EY. bXTHC} |believe that|(b)(6}; (BHTHC) |

DY) BXTXO)_Jas a result of being investigated [ X))

lby OCI

bHE). (bH7HT)

bHE). (PHTHC)

| stated [PYE ©ITIC)

|{b)(6); (bNTHC)

would not|{b){6)? BHTHCY |

In closi

BHB), (D}THEC -
ng [PE OO lresponded[F® EXIC)

b}E). (PH7HC)

has never|7/®) ®X7IC)

|
[As such,m

Eld not [PHE) BXIHC)

b}E). (bH7HC)

[attributed to |(b){5); {bHTHE)

b}E}. (PHTKC)

On[PXE): BHINC)

by OCI[PT® PC)

was re-contacted by OCI and provided the following:

(b}B), (bHTHE)

|believesl(b)(6); L) (8

bYE). (bH7HC)

(b)), (b}7HC)

NOTE: [©®) ®X0C) finitially provided |

b}E}. (PH7HC)

|

(b}(E}). (b}THC)

iHowever. in the davs following [P)6) BXIHC)

bYE). (PX7HC)

’_/

Again |(b)(5}; {(bHTHC) |J,,aS askedl(b){ﬁ}; {bYTHC)

|(b){6); {(b}THC) |OCI
will notfeXe) BX7IC) |
OCI FORENSIC REQUEST
E-Discovery Form
Onl b}6Y, (b}THT) ISAI(b){G); {b}THE)
bYE), DN HC) [for a specificfPX® PXIC) OICEE,.. |

|(D)(6}; (BHTHC)

T OCD’s request was referred tolP}E) OXIHC)

|’ The results of this analysis are outlined below.

USDA-OIG, for completion.

(BHBY, (bHTHC)

CRIMINAL/ADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATION
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FROM [V© ®/7®)

(bHBY, (bHTHC)

On |{b}(6}; BX7HC) |received |(b){6); {(b}THC) |
|(b}{6); {(b}7HC) konceme d(b)(ﬁ); {(BHTHC)
(0)E); (DHIHC)

()6}, (bHTHC)
(b}B), (bHTHE)

|did not knowl(b}(ﬁ}'. {(b}THC)

(X6}, (DHTHC)
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FROM
()6}, (DITHC)

Onl |{b){6) OXTE) |whlie on duty within normal office hours| DB, OXIHC) |SA |{b){6); OX7XC) |

[BY6). BXTC) had reportedly received [P OXNC)

(Exhlblt 20). A few days later, [PX6) (BX7HC)
OCI SAs[PEOXNC) g I(b}(G); O Jonce again whilefXClvas on duty and within normal office
hours (Exmbit 21).

bHE). (PH7HC)

On(b)(ﬁ): {bHTHC) was provided (DB} (WHTHC) |
0)}6):._ [had previously requestedfpX8). ®X7HC) |aware

D)6}, )7 )C) |asked [2©
BYE), OXTIC) was mvolvedP© BXXC) |
b8}, (DH7HC}

(BHBY, (bHTHC)

BYEY, BITHC . ] :

On{ YOrOIN© was interviewed by SAs bJ5). BXTIC)

D)), BYTC) |stated that[P® ©XC)

BE), X lapproximately|PXe GX7C) Fo that[P7® OX0) |
(BE. o) lhas never P8 B0 |
|{b)(5); {(bHTHC} |deni ed |(b}(5): {bHTHC} |
[ oo [does not know[Pr® GX7IC) [ however,[ﬁ{f,?{}cd

does know P70, BXI0) |

¥ On|P)E). OY7HC) |respectively, based on new evidence received, SAfPH®H ®XNC) Lontacted and asked if

the FBI would have interest in working the case jointly with OCT. SAfPNE). declined both invitations

(Exhibit 19).

(O)8). BHTHC) CRIMINAL/ADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATION (DXB) (ONTHC)
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IG SUBPOENA SERVICE
(D)}, (bH7HC)

On[PYer PXNE) |OCI agents served IG subpoenas to[P/6) ©XNC)
(DHBY, (D}THC)

b}E}. (bHTHC)

Further, on this same date, OCI also served
(BHBY, (DHTHE)

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FROM [ &)
PXE) XX Concerning OQCI’s Investigation

On |(b}(6}'. (BHTHC) A|(b)(6}; BHTHC) |1'e ceive dl{b)(a}; {OWTHCY |
[E)6): BXTXC) with regard to the OCI investigation (Exhibit 24).

[PE) Xy lalso states, in part:[PX6x ®XC) [ocn
investigation[®)6) GX7)C) |
|{b)(5}i {bHTHC} |t0 OCl,l{b)(G); |
|(b)(5}i BUTHC) |was on duty and during normal office hours.

OnfFrer BT lsA

XE) BX) [SAJT 00 [Exhibit 25).

OfPE BT |OCI agents[P OO0 [The details of this

(0)E), (HIXC)

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FROM{DS)
Potential Violation(s) of [P/€ ®HC)

OnfF7E BXTC) vas askedE70) ORIC) |
PXS) (PXTHC) |declined because OCI [PX6). OXNC)
bHE). (bHTHC)

DYE}, (hHTHC
oCI HEY, (OH7HT)
b8}, (bHTHC)

Od{b)(ﬁ}; (OHTHC) |the preliminary results Ofl(b)(ﬁ): (BHTHE) bIGI(b)(G); (O}THT) |

Do Janalysis to OCL.

¥ The subpoenaed information was received onl{b){a); EHIHC |anc1(b)(6}; (BHTHE) }‘espectively, and forwarded to

Eb)(ﬁ); (OHTHC) |

b)6), (X7 HC) CRIMINAL/ADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATION DYE). ONTHE)
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According to |(b}{6); OX7XC) |analysis identified approximatelyfb)(ﬁ)" oITHC) |

B)E). BXTXC) | which appeared to [P0) XC)
B)O), BXTXC) lassigned OIG computer o) OX0) OIG[P®). BXIC)
BY6), BXTXC) |
b6} X7 HC) [Furthermore_[P)E): B7)C) [

(0)B), (DHIXC) |

BIE O, 150 identified PO BXE) |
(BY6), BXTXO) |
B)YE), PXTHC) I01G duties.”™ Moreover”"® O biso Jocated

(D)6}, BXINC) DIGRE)._
(DYE). BXIIC) [AIl of the preliminary[P7® ©XC)

D)6}, (bX7HC) |pr0vided by[PXEY X HCYmay be found at Exhibit 28.

OnfF BRI was provided [P OO |
[0X6). BNTHC) for review.|PXE). X7HC) |later advised that[PX6) EXTXC) [
(B}, (bHTHC) Ialso reported that BB}, (bKTHC) I
b)E). O)THC) Iwere not legitimate.

ADDITIONAL IG SUBPOENA SERVICE
b}E). (PH7HC)

On[P/6): EXTXC) |an IG subpoena was served to[PX6) PX7XC)
(D}E), (bUTHC)

The subpoenaed information was eventually received on [P®) ®XNC) land forwarded to
[EX6) BXTC) |lanalysis. Results of the final analysis are outlined below.

PROSECUTORIAL CONSIDERATION

United States Attorney s Office
(DB}, (bXTHC)

On|[®X®: OXNC)  |the facts associated with this investigation were presented by OCI agents to
(DXB), (NTHC) | Assistant United States Attorney (AUSA), rb}(ﬁ}? (bXTHC) |at
E%}?%E{Ofﬁce iniPXE), PH7HC)
Also present werel{b){ﬁ)'- (BXTG) bnd SA[EXE) BXTHO) [FBI. Regional Computer Forensics
Laboratory (RCFL) [P)X6) ®}7)XC) lwho assisted in [2©) OX7HC)

OIG[EHE) BITHC)

16 ()6, (PHTHC) eported that [b)6). I HC} |
Suld eventually admiteX0) GXIC) |
related to OIG business {(bXE); (bH7HT)

CRIMINAL/ADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATION
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AUSA [P1O OX7X) [agreed to consider this case for prosecution pending the outcome and
resolution of[®X6) OXNC) |as appropriate.

FOLLOW-UP OCI INTERVIEW WITH["© ®7© ]
Voluntary “Garrity” Warnings

On|(b){6}; (OHTHC)

|was again re-interviewed by OCI and provided the following
substantive information:

[(EXEY, PHTHC) dmitted tol(b)(ﬁ)i (b}THC)

o ) [OCT SfPXE) BXTIC) lwas to be interviewed (00" BXIC) |
[PYE. B0
OO [seont from[0® ©C) [recognized that]Pe) EXIC)

|(b)(6); (B}THE) |OCI |(b)(6); (BHTHE) |

|{b)(6}; (B}THC) |received SA|{b){6); (OHTHC)

establishing an OCI interview concerning the allegations. At that timePX0) OXNC) stated [PXO),_]
()6}, (bHTHC) |Such action bX6). G)}7HC)
BY). BXTHC) [l was simply [E70) BXTC) |
|(b)(6}j (bHTHC)

During this interview o0 ®XC) yas shown several documents by SA [PX® ©X7C) Ly yisted

below).[PI6): OHTHC) with respect to the Tollowing;

Exhibit 17, Attachment 11 —[PX8) BX7C) Hated [P©) ©X7HC) |
|(b)(6); (b}THE) |stated thatl(b)(ﬁ); {(b}THEY |

Exhibit 17, Attachment 12 —|(b)(6}? ©XTHC)

[P6:_ " n [PX6) OXIC) |stated thaf®® BT ]
|(b}(6); {D}THC) |

Exhibit 17, Attachment 13 —|{b){6); BXHC) |
1) 0X7C) [had originally [P0 OXIO) SAPT® OXIC) [on [o70) BXTI0) Fated
[EXE). BXIC) [in an attempt tofPX®). OX71C)

[oYE). BX7XC) [admitted that|®®) ©X0C) and thatfP®). OXC)
[EYE), BXTIC)

Exhibit 17, Attachment [4 — [P)6) ©X7XC) |

6. B0 StatedPo PX0) |
Exhibit 17, Attachment |5 —[PX6) OXC) |
|(b)'[5); {(bHTHC) | stated Fb){ﬁ)i (bHTHC) |

Exhibit 17. Attachment 16 — [P/ G0 |
foX6), BX7HC) [stated [P0 GXIO) |

fb)(ﬁ)? (B}7HC) | CRIMINAL/ADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATION |(b){6)" B}THC)
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Exhibit 17, Attachment 17 —[B)X6): 0}7}C) |

BYE), XN |
BYEY, X [Previously,

BYE). BXT)(C) tated to OCI SASPIO O] |
claimed that [PX6) OX7)XC) |

rb){ﬁ); (PHTHCY |admitted that (D}BY, (bHTHE) |

P16, JOIG[P®: B (Exhibit 17, Attachment 18).

RWTWIY

Exhibit 17, Attachment 19 —[®)6) O}7)XC)

(o)), Oy |admitted to[2%,, |
EE BXIHC) ladmitted that [PX0) GXTHC)

BB}, (DK THT) |

Exhibit [7, Attachment 20 — [P¥6) OXNC) |

D)6). BXTHC) |
(B, GHTXO) [dated PO OO fin reference 1[0 OO |
[EX®), GXYC) [stated [P0 OXO) |
|(b}(5}: (bHTHC} |

[PXB. &) |also admitted thatf?© OO |
|{b}(5}: (bHTHC} |

[PYB) BITHO) yas shown documents related tof”"F ©X7HO) Wwhich had been identified
during[PX6h GH7XC) lo1G [PI® ®XIC

admitted tof>© NN [OIGET®, XNT) [believe O]
(E7EY BXTIC) |made thdP® BXIO) |

(D)}, (bHTHC)

BYEL BXTHC) |did have [PY0r OXIC) ’J

GRG0, Irailed [orer BIe) K
oG, BITYC) [ ot got PIEL |
(6767, B0 H iy
BT, BXTC) sent[FTO O] |documents,
B0, X0 Ho not (U6, ., |
PX® ladmitted that[PXer OXDO) |

Exhibit 17, Attachment 23 —Fb}{a)" ©NTHC)

communications with [PX6) PX7XC) lwere related to[”©F ®©
[0XE). EXTHC) lissue and had nothing to do withfP)XE: BXTHC) [O1G[PXO) CPXNC)
|(b)(5)i {bHTHC) |knewl(b)(5); {(PHTHC) |
()6}, PXTHC) CRIMINAL/ADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATION bXE). (OXTHC)
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Prior to this interview onrb)(a)? ey |was asked to review and signF_b)(5)|statemem
Henainin to the respectivef?’@._ [and[Plinterviews. WhenP®provided [P®) G}XIC) |
06 |ro QCI [PXE) BXTIC) I
pertaining to |(b)(5); (bHTHC) |
regarding X6} OX7HC) I

oCI bXE). (PH7HC)

Consideration of Possible Fraud Offenses
bHE}, (bXTHC)

OnfPI® BXNC) g AP0 OO OIG[P®. BXN©)

advised that[PX©) (PX7XC) Jeontacted by[PX®) OXC [onfore) EX7RC) ]2

According to SA[PXE) PXNC) ssistance in a USDA-QOIG investigation
which involved [P'© ®XN©) ent on to indicate [PX6) ®X7NC)

may have involved[P0 BXTIC) [SAP® O keplied tofFH0: GRIC)

but never received®X®) ©XN}C) |

Ultimately. SA [P determined that the aforementionedrb){a)_' OXDE)

o)E). HHTHC) OCIPI®. BXC) [SA PO 000 |
provided a copy of the[P)X8). BX7)HC) land reported thatf®¥ pffice could not investigate

this matter further since [PX6) PX7XC)

FINAL FORENSIC ANALYSIS REPORTS

USDA-OIG & RCFL Reports
|(b}(6}; {B}THE) |

0n|(b)(5): {(BKTHCY |pr0vided OCI with a report (b)), (bHTHC)
bXE). (PX7HC)

b)), OXTHC) summary report is a detailed account ofl(b)(ﬁ}; ATHC) |

which had been subpoenaed from [PY8): ®XDC) |

[PX6). ®X7IC) Y6}, BYTHC) |
[PX8) @) TFurther [ X [provided by[PXe)r OXNC)

was found toPY6: BXTIT) [
()6}, BYTHC) also provided a copy of the RCFL’s Final Report of

Examination which may be viewed at Exhibit 32. The related RCFL examination DVDs (with
attachments) have been placed into evidence at the OCI office in["X®): ®XNC)

1o b)), OXTHC) |DBputy Inspector General DAVID GRAY received|P)6), GIINC) |dated EE?@"

[BXEY. ByTHC) |OCIIOXEY. B)THC) |felt that [PXED:
(D}EY. (PHTHE)

DB}, (hHTHC} [ The matter was referred to the USDA-QIG Office of Counsel for consideration.
12|0XO)  lwas referred to SA[PXE) BXNIC) |

via OIG email (Sec Exhibit 28).

bHE), (bH7KC) (b)), (bHTHC)
CRIMINAL/ADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATION
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ocCI |(b}(6); (BHTHC) |

Consideration of Possible Mail Fraud Violations and Related Offenses
(bXE}, (LHTHE)

On [PXE): BX7XC) declined to open an investigation into
this matter based upon|?®} EX7HE)

oC1 |(b){6); (BHTHC)

Consideration of Potential Local Offenses
b}6}; (b}THT)

0n|{b){6): OHTHCY bC I officially informed |(b){6); ONTHC) |
|{b)(6); {LHTHC) |: 3

Specifically. thatf®@ ®0C) hdmitted (in relevant part)0© PXC) |
b)(6), bX7)C)

bHEY (DHTHT)

. DB} ORTHC
OCI went on to report that the RCFL had also developed evidence that (IO} OXTHE)
)6, (b}THC}

According to [PX6) ®XNE) ldid not wish to pursue/®X6) OXNC) |
PO, Feportedly i O00 |
bYE). OXTIC) a5 Tong a5 [P0 B0

However,[iﬁ{}?%}m L‘equested the supporting documentation from OCI in order to investigate the
foer XTI loC!

securely provided the related information to |§E{§$Lmﬁn |[DXE) BXTHC) |

OCI REFERRAL TO FBI/RCFL

Consideration_of Possible Evidence Tampering
b}E), (b}THC})

Onl(b){ﬁ); OXDE) QCI contacted SAFb}(G}; ©XTHC) |F BI, to request the RCFL search its
inventory to ascertain if [PX€). O}X7HC) |
[0XE)._Jat the RCFL (Exhibit 35)." [0X6) ©OX7(C) |

|(b}(6}? BITHC) |with regard to USDA-OIG evidence items in the [PX®) ®XNC) |

13 This information |(b)(5); {bYTHC) |
14 [n(0}6), HTHC} |wasl{b){6)i {EXTHC) |Thus, |{b}{6): (b} THC) |
b}BY. {LHTHC)

(b}BY, (b}THC)

CRIMINAL/ADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATION
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CLOSING/ CASE STATUS

PENDING INVESTIGATIVE MATTERS

The following investigative matters have been referred to external agencies (as described
throughout this report), and will be fully addressed and documented by OCI via Supplemental
Report(s) of Investigation, as appropriate.

Subject Matter Agency Date of Referral Case Status
(DHEY, (bXTHC)

CASE STATUS

Based uponl{b)(ﬁ); (bHTHC) |
(X6} BXNHC) lit is recommended this case be

referred to management as substantiated. The case should remain open and continuous pending
the final results of the external investigations outlined above.

wRRRR

(DXE), OH7HC) CRIMINAL/ADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATION Fb)@i (bXTXC) |
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HY-0301-0073

SYNOPSIS
This joint investigation between the USDA, Office of Inspector General (OIG) and the
[BXE), EXIHC) |Police Department [PXPD) was conducted to determine if [PX6) ©XTXC) |
bHEY. (bHFHC) |
DYE), | G
o, Joith OSDA, [0 770 |
illegally accessed or maintained child pornography on[PJ8}personal computers and/or[0)) |

government issued computers. It was also alleged that|(b)(5) {BHTHE)
The investigation confirmed that|(b}{6); S |had a_personal computer in |,E{§§Lbossessmn that

(D)6}, (bHTHC)

contained child pomography and

(D}EY, (bHTHC)
Hdeclined to be interviewed by law enforcement officials.

()G, (b}THC) ‘
er is being prosecuted by the Virginia Commonwealth Attorney’s Office in

b}E}, (bHTXC) Virginia,
INDECENT LIBERTIES WITH A CHILD - Virginia Code 18.2-370

CHILD PORNOGRAPHY - Virginia Code 18.2-374
(Exhibit I)Wwas arrested and a court authorized search was

On (b}BY, (b}THC)
conducted at E’remdence for evidence of child pornography and sexual abuse of a child.
|was contacted (Exhibit 2) and stated the following which is

[(0)6). |

OXTX u(b)(ﬁ) (B}THC)
summarized below.

; PP BC) Jerom [oXE). ®XTXC)

Tequested and was granted time off [P OC) |

: Felony

bXEY. (bKFHT) |was |(b)(5) (bYTHE)

bHBY. (bHFHE)

()E), |In b)EY, (BH7HC) {E{% became aware of |{b){6) (bHTHCY

arrest and sent [0)X6). ®XN©C)]a torm letter requesting*/® provide additional details
ever responded to the letter, On [P0):OXNC)

regarding that arrest.[®}8): ©XXC)
(0)0). BHTHC) voluntarily retired.

(Exhibit 3) the Virginia Department of Social Services (VDSS) issued their

X6 bommitted

investigative reporl regarding the allegations against PXEY. BH7XC) Which determine
As a result of the level two disposition,

On (D)E), (bUTHE)
sexual abuse of a minor in the second degree.
ame will be maintained in the Virginia’s Child Abuse/Neglect Central Registry for

No other actions are pending with VDSS

(D}EY. DHTHEY |y
bHE). (PHTHC)
declined an interview request by law enforcement officials.

()6}, (bXTHC)
Additional information was developed during the investigation which cannot be released

_('J_
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PROSECUTIVE DETERMINATION

The matter is being prosecuted by the Virginia Commonwealth Attorney’s Office in
@6)? BXTHC) —|Virginia.
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HY-1401-0005

SYNOPSIS

|(b)(6).‘ (bXTHC)

This investigation was initiated in response to allegations that
[EX6). XNE) [United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA), violated conflict of interest provisions by participating personaily and

substantially in a particular Government matter [P)6): B}V
(DY}, (bHTHT)

| o 41 HEY. (BXTHE) |

Thisg investisation revealed that anl®X6) EXHC)
(b}E); ()7 HC)

[0¥8).  TTn addition, this investigation revealed[PX6). BX7HC)
|(b)(5); {(bHTHC}
|(b)(5): (bXTHC}

Federal Service on

| Finally, it was determinedJ"/®* ®X7XC)

o file [P0 OX0)
|(b}(5); {O}THEC)
Government Service. However, the USDA Office of Ethics (OOE) concluded [P©:_  lactions
regarding [PX8),. Jwere not an ethics violation since [P®) BXTXC) |
[was a minor matter,

Additionally, OOE concluded?’® ®X7O)
which was not often pursued.

EYET, BT | said[2XS),

X s |was interviewed and said [PX6) ®XNC)
)67, BTRE) [T addition, [P0 BIC)
1) [was in the middle of [P0 BRI

bXE). (PH7HC)

BACKGROUND

(b}B}, (b}THC)




HY-1401-0005

bHE). (PH7HC)

|{b){6); (BHTHC) |

PERSONAL FINANCIAL INTERESTS PROHIBITION - 18 USC § 208

[PIG): Irecords were reviewed (Exhibit 1) which revealed the [0X6) ®XNC)
bYEY BI7HC)  |information summarized in the table below:

bHE). (PHTHC)

2




HY-1401-0005

(b}B}.
(DHTHCY

was interviewed (Exhibit 2), which is summarized as follows:

During [/©» ©X0©) lsiened [P O
|(b}(5)i {(bHTHC)

Since there was never any expectation of P8 ®XN©)
foX8): XNy |did not recusef28:.  [from any
matters involving|PX0) Jprior to that timeframe.

On PO B0 lsigned P76 BXC)
BY6). BXTC)

b8}, (PH7HT)

On [PPO1BXNC) |signed
D)6}, BXIC)

ey | However)2€:did not know who actually signed this [?X© ®X7X©) |

b)E};

bHEY, (bH7HC .
(OXE). BXTNC) 1nformally offered Eb)(?)(

Sometime in

[EY8) BXTHC) [however,[PY®) ®XNEC) |

X6, Tinformed[P® ®7C)  Tcould not[PXer PXIIC) |
(0)(6), BXTHC) [AfePlS]_ Jwas[Pi®) B0 recused

[EYE). EXTHC) [to avoid any ethical concerns. Consequently foX5). |
was removed as|PHE) EHHC) was replaced by
6 BT Although[0® O [replaced [PX) ®XTXC0)

bHE}. (PHTHC)

[)8) ®XNEC) from USD 4EE{§§3W |0n [EXE), BXTHC) |

Eb}(e); |0n |(b)(6); {LHTHC) [
)6, (b}THCY |
B, BITHC) [was employed with[Xe) OX7IC) |
(LB}, (bHTHC)

D)E) (DHTHC (D}6}; :
On HO) BXTXE) began|b7ijemployment as |(b}{6)= OATHC) |

bHE). (PH7HC)

fo)ey.

(010
(bW 7WCY -
rior to [PX6) B7XC) |has never had any discussions

|{b){6)'. (BHTHC) |

lly understood the ethics rules regarding[®¥® ®XN©) |

USDA employee. [P)6) OX7HC) USDA
o) BXNe)
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With regards to?/® ®7XC) took over[P® BT
PE) BXDIE) [Gecause[P)e), was in the middle of[eYe) ITIC)
bHE). (LT HC)
BY6), BTG : L ",
oBme USDA Office of Ethics, was interviewed (Exhibit 4),
which 1s summarized as follows:
Since [P0 OXT0) lorior o
[FXE). BXTC) |acf[i0ns did not constitute an ethics violation. [PX6% ®X7XC)  Jwould
have recommended [*/© ®H7C) _ |
rb){a); Oe) [However[Jh~,  [id not violate any ethics rules by

participating. Although fX8) ®)}7)XC)

|(b)(6); OHTHC)

[PX6)EXTXC) |This is a common mistake and is not considered an ethics violation.

PROSECUTIVE DETERMINATION

Based upon the Office of Ethics determination, the facts of this investigation were not discussed
with an Assistant United States Attorney.

* ok ok % K %k
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SYNOPSIS

This_investigation was conducted in response to a hotline complaint which alleged that during

the [PY6) OXC) Eovemment shutdown due to the lapse in appropriations, |6} EXTHC)
|{b){5}; DHTHC) |United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA), and [PX6) GX7HC)

(BYE). OXTHC) lUSD A [0 Gy

bXE). (bH7HC)

iactions involving{®}e) O}NIC)

2O, BROT) lid not meet the legal standards

operations during an absence in appropriations

and guideline parameters for continued agency
as set forth by the Attorney General and the

Department of Justice (DOJ) Office of Legal Counsel. The hotline complaint also alleged that

()6}, (b}THC)

bHEY. (PH7HC)

[regarding{®)6) ©X7HC)

dl(b){ﬁ).‘ bHTHC) |

The investigation did not substantiate the allegations reparding

|(b)(5); OHTHC)

I(b){ﬁ); (BHTHC)

| The investigation did

reveal the following information which is summarized and bulleted below.

OB |did not report PO BXTIC)

(D)E), (D)THE)

which were submitted]P)5). ON7HC)

(0)E); (DHIHC)

[at_the [PXE). D)INC)

(BB}, (b}THC)

BYEY (DHTHC) through

|from

bHE}. (b7 HC) |

(D)}, (bHTHC)

|{b){6); {bHTHC) |(b){6}; (BTG}

(DXBY, (DHTHC) |
On |(b)(6); (OX7HC)

; b)EY,
advised| {70

ia email that I(b)(ﬁ}; (BHTHC)

[2)6), _ |during a government shutdown [

HEY, (BHTHC)

Oy (076, BHNIC)

ubmitted the[P® ©7C)

On
)(B); (bXTHC}

B)(B}, (bHTNC)

[ Additionally [P® BXNC)

bHE). (bHTHT)

Onl(b)(ﬁ); (OXTHC)

kent an email to

(b)), (b}THC)

|discussing the

(b}E}, (bX7HC) In|®X6),

Y dYi

Email|P®). BXNC) |explained that[oXe) ©X1C)

bXE). (bHTHC)

Onl{b)(ﬁ); (OHTHC)

forwarded an email and attachment to

B)E). BHTHC) |USDA

Office of the Chief Financial Officer[

b)Y, (bH7HC) [{OCFObXE). (bHTHC)

attachment advised that [PX6) ®X7)XC)

:

bHE). (PHTHC)
Onp|®HE) BHTHC)

sent a

(bHBY, (bHTHC)

response email to hich stated that

bXE). (PHTHC)
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e From[® BIC)

Jthrough[PXe: OXN©) land [FF® OXC) |

|{b){6); (BHTHT)

shutdown plan I(D)(G); DYTHCY

|(b){6); (OXTHC)

|(b)(6}; OXTHC) |was interviewed

and provided a swom statement.|{b)(6); ONTHE) }stated that the

()G}, (D}7HC)

lwas [B)E); [016), BXTIC) |chose to

(b)), (b}7HC)

because[PXSthought a shutdown

furlough wasfPX6) EX7)C)

also foHBY. (bHFHC) |and
(DHEY, (DHTHE) Hetemined that |{b)(5)i (bHTHC) |
D)6} OXTHE) based upon[P)E)._Jinterpretation of the Office of Management and Budget

(OMB) guidance and supplemental guidance issued by the OCFO[PX® ®XC)

bHEY. HFHC) |a Shutdownll(b)(ﬁ)i {(PHTHC) Hld not know thel{b){ﬁ}i {bHTHC) |

|(D)(6); (O}THT)

EE{E?{m |was interviewed and

provided a sworn statement. (YO} OUTHC) |statecl that |(b){6); OX7HC)

(b)Y, (bHTHC) ()6},

Hak! AT

[OEr BT Based upon[*'Clinterpretation of the

OMB guidance and supplemental guidance issued by the QCFO[P® ®XN©)

However, [PY6) ©XN)(C)

|stated that |(b)(6}; {(BHTHC)

|(b)(6}; (BHTHC)

(b}B}, (bHTHC) [admitted ko)) OXNIC)

DYGY. OX7XC) [felfPOhti Onslfb}{ﬁ); {BITHCT —

|(b)(6); (BHTHC)

|General Law

Division, Office of the Gener
investigation and reported that

al Counsel (OGC), USDA reviewed the facts revealed in this

{(DHE}, (bHTHCY, (bHD} — Attomey-Client Priviiege

(DHBY. (PHTHCY, (bH5} — Atlormney-Client Privilege

This investigation was discussed with DOJ, Public Integrity Section and the United States

Attorney’s Office for the [P/® ®C)

Both offices declined to prosecute this

matter.

BACKGROUND

bHE}. (PH7HC)
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(b}BY, (BHTNC)

(D)B}, (bH7HC)
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bHE). (bHTHC)

(b}BY. (bHTHC)

Apency Operations in the Absence in Appropriations.

As required by OMB Circular A-11, NAD submitted its shutdown plan on|(

b}E). (b7 KC)
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(B}B}, (b}THC)

)8}, (BHTXC)

bHE}. (PH7HC)

b}E}. (PH7HC)
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LIMITATIONS ON EXPENDING AND OBLIGATING AMOUNTS - Title 31, USC § 1341

LIMITATIONS ON VOLUNTARY SERVICES - Title 31 USC § 1342

b}E). (PHTHC)

Reporting Agent (RA) reviewed NAD [P0} OX7)C) |iED){6); ©XNe) |
b}BY. (bKFHC)

[EX6) BXTXC) INAD, USDA was interviewed and
provided a sworn statement (Exhibit 6), which is summarized below.
b}EY, (b}THC}) hhe |(b)(6); {b)(7)(C)b | requests |(b){5); (b)(7}(C)|
b}BY. (bHFHC)

Bl ol T
from [°X©) ®X7XE) [told[PXE Fhat[ee Jneeded to
b}E}, (DKTHC) h] 50 tO]dl{??@?jhat (D}BY, (DHTHC)
already[P/® BXIC) | This was the|P® G0

had heard anythingl(b}(ﬁ}; {(bHTXC)

UsuallyJb)6) d)}7HC)
bXE). (PH7HC)

RA reviewed the[®/® ®XO lrecords (Exhibit 7) regarding [©: ©XNC)
|[EXE) BXTHC) IThe[P)8), _ kecords information is summarized below:

(D)B}, (bH7HC)
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(D}B}, (bHTHC)

NAD Operations in the Absence in Appropriations.

OXE: OXIXC) was interviewed (Exhibit 8) and provided a sworn statement which is summarized
below.

|{b){6); EXIE) |NAD furlough process and shutdown procedures.
](b){a); (OHTHC) INAD shutdown plan, which was negotiated with the union and
approved by the Office of Budget and Program Analysis (OBPA). [P)X6) BY7)C) |
|(b)(5}; {bHTHC) |N AD |{b)(6); {(bHTHC)

B)E). BXTHC) INAD, USDA;

B1E) BT INAD, USDA

(0)E); (}IHC)

e oXc) |
from [P0 OVXC)

[BX®. O]

BYG), ®YTHC) pproved [IE) BXTIC)

BYEY. BXTHC)

[PXO). BXTIE) lthe government shutdown [P BXNC) |
(b}EY, (PHTHC)

(OXE) EXTHC) |the NAD shutdown process|PX®) ®X7XC) INAD
employees{}©). OX7HC) |

(b}B}, (B}7HC)

Fb)(ﬁ); {bHTHC) |OMB guidance rb)(a)i {LHTHE)

o)), ©HINC) [the conclusion that
|{b)(5); (bHTHC) |
However [0 B |
b6, (b}7HC}

BYEY, BXTIC) [From [C) [perspective [0 OXIC) |
utilized I(b){ﬁ): (BHTHC)
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PXT recognizes that [PXE7 BXC)

INAD

shutdown p]a_n,l(b)(ﬁ); (OHTHC)

bHE). (PHTHC)

RA reviewed |(b)(6}; BITHCY

)&y, BYTC) [(Exhibit 9). On [P/®). OX7IC)

was placed m

bHE). (bH7HC) | On[EXE) BXTHC)

bHE}. (PH7HC)

| On |{b)(5); (BHTHE)

bHE). (b7 HC)

[was

therefore |(b)(6); BT |

[PO N lyag interviewed (Exhibit 10) and provided a sworn statem

summarized below:

ent, which 1s

|(b)(5}; (OHTHC)

(b)), (bHTHC)

SDA [P BIYC)
oes not report [PXO). GIHC)

b8}, (PH7HT)

Hoes not generally [pX6) GX7}C)

INAD[P)X6) BX7HC)

bHE). (PH7HC)

bXE). (PH7HC)

[While

bHE). (b7 HC)

Consequently,[”® OO Hid not [PXer O
|(b){5); (bHTHC) |

In anticipation of a Federal government shutdown on [P/6) ®X7XC) due to a
lapse of appropriations, [PX6) ©X7XC) JUSDA[CYE). — lregarding the
potential furlough. D6 ®XNC) |the NAD
shutdown plan, [PX8) EN7HC)

(0)6), BT HC) | The shutdown plan [P OXC)

b}E}. (PHTKC)

details of the NAD shutdown plan, which was submitted and approved by the

USDA OBPA. [P BXNC) |the NAD [PXO BXNC)

b}E). (bHTHE)

(DB}, (bXTHC)
From

scheduled [2)6). OX7XC)

|{b)(5); (bHTHC)

(DO, BLXTHC) [decided [p)6) OXHC) [would

(D)6}, OHINC) |despite the potential shutdown looming on|®/®) OXHC)

Since[PX6). [thought [PX6) ©N7XC)

|(b)(6); (OHTHC)
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(D)E), (D)THE) was

event of a shutdown, |(b)(6)? ONC)  pelieved
|(b)(5); (B}THC)

Once the lapse of appropriations occurred and the Federal government shutdown

rocess was initiated, [2)6) GXNC) |
(EXGY, EXTIC) [determined that[P/® CXC) |
bHEY. (bHFHE) based upon (D)6}, bX7HC)
(b}BY, (bHTHE)

Consequently, [PX6) OX7XC)  khose to [PHEr ©X7XC)
D)6 BT
®)E). BXTIC) [also PO BXTIC)

bHE}. (PHTHC)

d |(b)(5); {b}THC) |
PXE). OXTHC) in the event of a lapse in
appropriations shutdown.[PX?: ®X7X®) [did not believe [PY6). OX7XC) |
(D)B), bHTHE)

regarding its shutdown activities.

Exhibit 11 is a spreadsheet summarizing the NAD shutdown [PX®) €XC)

[PXE) PXTXC) __|The tabie below highlights [X5) OXNE)
RA reviewed, which appear to[2/©®: ®X7XC) [oXer &XNC) |
PEEOC brovided infP¥E_Jswom _statements [PXE) BXNC) |shutdown

furlputh(b)(G): bXTHC) |
|(b)(5). (bH7HC) |

bHE). (bH7HC)
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e o070 INAD
USDA, was interviewed (Exhibit 12) and provided a sworn statement, which is summarized
below.

|(b){6); (HTHC)

|{b)(6}; (bHTHE} |reportcd to |{b}{6): (bHTHE} l}lowever,l(b)(a)? (bHTHE}

(Y61 BITHC) [reported to [P0 PXNC)

|(b){6); {(bHTHE}

[EX6). EXTXC) fhe NAD shutdown plan, which was negotiated with
the union and approved by OBPA. During the week of [PX6) ®}7XC) |‘|
was aware that [PX6) BXDT)

I(b)(ﬁ); (HTHC)

Fb){G); {(OHTHC) |an NAD employees b}EY, (b}THC)

[, X0 | However. [PB: BT
By, BYTHC)
B, BITHC) [the shutdown. & &XNC) |
was[P®). B0 [shutdown procedures [P/0) O] INAD

I(b)(ﬁ); (bXTC)

Onl(b)(ﬁ}i {(bHTHC) (D)6}, (bHTHC) pSDA Headquarters
regarding the shutdown. [b)e): G}7HC) |
|(b}(5)i {(bHTHC)
doesnot recal] [V PO

|(b)(5)i (bHTHC)

[X6). OX)HC) However, at some point in the shutdown furlough process[PX6) ®X7XC)

speaking to [PX6) EX7HC)
[PXO). N [[SDA OHRMEIE) GX7IC)

|(b}(6}; (bHTHC)

|(b)(6); BT} NAD, USDA was interviewed and provided a
sworn statement (Exhibit 13), which is summarized below.

B0 |is aware of [FY0) OXI0) |
BYE), BXIC)

BYE), ONNC) fis not aware of [P0 OXIIC)
(OXO) XTXE) during a shutdown furlough.

ad discussions with|(b)(6)? ©NTHC) |regarding the
NAD shutdown plan [PX6) ®X7XC0) [NADPYE) BXNC)

|{b)(6}: {(bHTHE) shutdown p]an|(b)(6}: {(bHTHE) I(b)(ﬁ); (bHTHC}

[EX6), OX7XC) Huring a shutdown furloughJ&}6)._ Eoncluded

that [P0 EXNC) |

-10 -
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RIS |USDA OCFO [P ®X0C) yas interviewed (Exhibit 15),
which is summarized below.

(bE). (DUTHC) |the shutdown planning process. On

(b}BY, (bHTHC) [USDA|bBXE). bXTHC} |

included NAD|[®®) OITC)

(b}EY, (bHTHC) IUSDAI(b}{ﬁ); {(bHTHC) |

(b}B}, (bHTHE)
[oXE). BXTHC) INAD [E78 EX00C) was interviewed and
provided a swom statement (Exhibit 16), which is summarized below.

X8y, . as not involved in the NAD[P©® ®NC) |

(b)E}, PXTHC) [Prior to_the furlough[PXo CXIC)

DXE). XTHE) [aware that the shutdown [P OE)

[PYEY BX7YC) Jvas responsible for PO EXIC)

the shutdown. [PY®): OXNC) |was also responsible for[®}E) O}XC)
[EYE) BXTHC) [INAD [PYX6). BX7C) NADPIELBINC)  Jregarding shutdown

FurToughfe)®. ®XN(C) was aware [P6) GIT1C)
[BY6), XS la_shutdown furlough [ (b)(?)_l“(o)

received guidance from USDA dated[”® ©7©)
(D)6}, (EHTHC)

), (B}TIC) |NAD|(b}{G)? ONTHC) |was interviewed and provided a
sworn statement (Exhibit 17), which is summarized below.

DXEL OXHC)  |was involved in the NAD[PE!BXIC)
b)Y, ©XTIC)

OBPA |(b)(6); {(bHTHC} |0n |(b)(5): {bHTHE}

received [bX6) O}7HC) regarding guidance to USDA employees
|{b){6)i (bHTHC) |the shutdown fur Ough_ |{b){6); {PHTHCY |
[0Y6). BXNC) Federal Government

Shutdown on USDA|bXE) X7XC) |
()6}, (bHTHC)

[D)E), )YTHC) NAD, USDA was interviewed and
provided a sworn statement (L:xhibit 18), which 1s summarized below.

In [PXE) BXNO) Within the NAD [PI8)BXT0) |

- 12 -
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located atrb){ﬁ); OXDE) that a shutdown furiough
was imminent. [©)6) OXN(C) [regarding
shutdown issues and procedures. Prior to the shutdown furlough JEX5) BX7HC) |

(DB} (DHTHC)
(DB}, (DHTHC) | : NAD shutd: 1 b6}, (DHTHC}
previous shutdown plans
OO0 [P0 khuidown furlough e
bH7HC) gn.

[e6). Xy became aware thaf®® ©XC)

|(b)(5}i {bHTHC)

[OXE), (OXTXC) [However, based upon[?)€rkeview of the NAD shutdown plan,

P expected thatfP'® O1©) |
of a shutdown furlough, all NAD activities [PX©) ®X7XC) |
thOl.lght rb)(ﬁ)i {D}THE) |

On[PE BNC)

from USDA[PX6): BXIHE)

[E) BXAC)

furlough occurredf?/®) ®XNE)
(X BXX) [This information was also forwarded to all
NAD employees [PY6) XDE) |

|{b)(6},‘ {DHTHE} |N Al [D)EY, bHTHC) |
|(b)(5); (b}7HC) |

during[®X® ®NC) 2 received guidance

|TIf a shutdown

|(b)(5): (bHTHE) |N AD |(b}{5): {D}THC)
provided a sworn statement (Exhibit 19), which is summarized below.

[P0 Jwas aware that [P0 ©7XC) |
bXE), PXTXC)

Iwas interviewed and

possible Federal Government Shutdown on USDA[bBXE) 0}HC} |

BYE). BXNIC) Iregarding guidance to USDA employees
b8}, (bH7HC)

Shortly after I(b){ﬁ}i {bHTHC) |

|(b)(5): {BHTHC) |1f the shutdown
furlough occurred [PX6): OYX7)HC)
(D}6), (bHTHC)

DXE): OXTXE) | the shutdown furiough,Fi@verheard [P/©) ®XXO) Ithat
I(b){ﬁ)i (bHTHC)

-13-
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[EXE). BXTHC) INAD, USDA was interviewed and provided a sworn statement
(Exhibit 20), which is summarized below.
During the week of [PX0) ®X7HC) was aware that|(b){6); ONTHE) |
(b}BY, (bHTHC)
PXE). OTXE) |the Department regarding the Shutdown. L{,E{f,?{m |the
Department [P0 ©X7(C) Shutdown
Procedures[PY6) OXC) |
bHE). (PHTHC)

[EX6) BXTHC) General Law Division, Office of the
General Counsel (OGC), provided information, which is summarized below (Exhibit 21).

b5} — Attlomey-Client Privilege

PROSECUTIVE DETERMINATION

This investigation was discussed with the DQJ, Public Integrity Section and the United States
Attorney’s Office for the Eastern District of Virginia. Both offices declined to prosecute this
matter.

% % & % k
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SYNOPSIS

This investigation was conducted to determine iﬂ{b){e); bX7AC)
(b}E), (DHTHC)

accessed adult pornography

from|"X® lgovernment assigned computer.

. D)6}, PXTHC , .
An examination of YO EXIE) government-assigned computer found evidence of adult

pornography.

_ . G
}Eﬁ?{'@ dmitted that; ®hecessed adult pornography from;b)(ﬁ) povernment computer.

fiaatard

EMPLOYEE MISCONDUCT
[P BX70) lsaid (Exhibit 1) that on
(D)5). DNTHC) keceived a telephone call from[PX6): ©XNC)
|{3}(5); {}THCY LVhO advised that |(b}(5): {bHTHC)

l(b){ﬁ); (OHTHC)
pornography, and was|Y6) ©X7XC) |

: . - . . . bYE}, (bH{THC .
X8O Laid thaf?’® began to investigate the incident, and on [~ @ filed an Incident
Report (Exhibit 2). [PX6) OX7XC) |
[EXE) XY 6. |access computers in
the [P)XO). pffice.

OO0 Jsaid thatfP PO ISpecial Agent[F OXICT ]
OB, O lwas referred 1ofPE), OXC) |

BYEY, BNTHO) [PX6).  laccessed
(B8 B

[ internet histories of the computers, and discovered that
tb)(ﬁ)i (XTHE) |account accessed pornographic images.

|{b){6)" (BHTHC) |Nati0nal Computer F i ivision
(NCFD), O1G, USDA [PY6) ©X7)XC) Fonducted a forensic image of P© ®0 Lissioned
government laptop computer [P/} 0}7XC) |
e ee Jused by [P0 knd located in " X office.
In a Report of Examination (Exhibit 326, }eported that adult pornographic images were
viewed using [PX6) B}7HC) land that pornography was found in the

|(b)(5); {b}THE)

The report also showed that[PX6) ON7XC) [indicative of

pornographic content, [P0 O |
b6}, (b}THC)
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E{%m said (Exhibit 4) thatad received yearly computer security training and had not

shared®©Fomputer access password with anyone. [PY6) ®XDC) |
pornography in[®"®|government office[®)®) OXN(C) lpovernment assigned computer,
GIE), BHIHC) [also [0©, GX0)

(b)), (bNTHC)

provided\ﬁ‘e}? O)7HC) from{®®)office. NCFD conducted a

forensic examination [2©: ®XE) |and documented the results in a Final Report of Media

Analysis (Exhibit 5, pages 3 and 4). NCFD recovered evidence of adult pornography in the form
of 1(13)(6); (O}THE) |

* ok ok k&
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SYNOPSIS

This investigation was conducted to determine if[?® ®XNE) |
[EXO) BXTXC) laccessed adult and child
pornography using a computer owned by[®® ©XC)  lemployees and computers access the
internet using computer servers owned by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA).

An examination of = ssigned computer, conducted by the National Computer Forensics
Division (NCFD), Office of Inspector General (OIG), USDA, disclosed evidence that [P0 ®XC |
had searched for and visited internet websites on numerous occasions that contained adult
pornography and child pornography.

(bXE), (PHTHC)
duty.

pccessed pornography onPXSjgovernment-issued computer while on

An examination of I ome computer showed that an unidentified user searched for child
pornography, but no evidence could be developed to determine if the user intentionally
downloaded child pornography to the hard drive.

POSSESSION OF CHILD PORNOGRAPHY — 18 U.S.C. § 2252 A(a)(5)B)

|(b)(6); BHTHC) Internet Technology Services

Operations Security Branch, USDA,[PX6): ®O)X7XC) said (Exhibit 1) that on[PX® ®XDC) ]
(b}B}. |
kb)6); BHTHC)

received an Intrusion Detection System (IDS) report (Exhibit 2) from [PXE€. &XC) |
hich showed that a person in [PX6: BX7IC)
[X6). EXT)C) bffice X6 CXNC) [accessed pornographic websites using the USDA

serv e IDS logs indicated that a computer user at the[P)€). _  bffice in [P1S)
had Fb){e); ) B P

searches for pomography using the USDA server.

: . b¥5 :
(0)E); (DHTHC) said that 2 :ontactcdl{b){a)' (BHTHC)

who in turn contacted?)®) PX7)C)

Office JPX6r OXTIC) [onPIE BICT |
PX6). . lto take possession of [E{f,?{m |computer. Once[®"@secured the computer,(?®)[sent it to
D)6 OO lyia FedEx.

[EYr B7IO) konducted an
examination on®®). ork computer (Exhibit 3) which showed that the user login account
of [PXO) BXTHEC) as used to conduct[PX®) OXNC) lsearches for pornography

: i i [;l{b)(ﬁ); {(bHTHE}

d
(b)), (b}7HC)

O0F),.,  kaid (Exhibit 5) that as the only employee assigned to[*"® work computer. Eig had

not sha.red.(b){ﬁ)hser name or password with any other person.PX5) was aware of and understood
i ! [2) (5] [8)7(6]
the privacy statement when ccessedomputer and the USDA network. would spend

- 2.
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bHE). (PHTHC)

thatf®X viewedo)®) BXIC)
XE). B3 |

searching for pornography while at work, Most of the pornography

bHE). (bHTHC)

Agent’s Note: On voluntarily gave the Reporting Agent (RA) access to

(©)XClpersonal computer located atf®lresidence. The RA and[P®) OC) |
accompanied ol”® kesidence and imaged the computer hard drive while
at | esidence.

BXO. B |eonducted an examination ofjgoye,  personal computer hard drive (Exhibit 6)

which showed that adult pornographic images and possible child pornographic images were

recovered from|PX6) GX7XC) the hard drive. No images were recovered from|X6) ©X71C)
fbx6). ®X7HC) [The internet history showed that unidentified users searched for

adult and child pormography.

¥k ok ok %
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( (- BYE). BX7)IC)
“gile No:

SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION

The investigation detemuned that[*© ©XDC) Fsa,[PC OO |
(0)6). OITNC) _[falsifiedP)O] ime and Attendance records for Pay Period[)E). BT 0N PO BI7XC)
Ihen

PO (b)‘g(ce)) —Submitted @ sick le cave 10 he taken onfPXO) GNNC)
in fact,

[(0)6). (P)7)C) ilt was further determined thatlP)6). G}THC) [
p)(E). (bX7XC)

B)E). BX/HC) admitied 10070 PXTIC)
b)), BXTC) [also did

not deny that [(b)(ﬁ); {(b)7XC) |

NARRATIVE

Backgroﬂnd

2.1 [P@ _ [FSA State Office requested that the OIG conduct an investigation to determine if
b){): b}7HC) |official Time and Attendance records accurately reflected
b)Blwork hours or absence during the dates/timeg®)©) CX7(C) |

Activities

2-2 Interview, Witness:[©)6): ©)X7)C)
Date/Place: |(b)(6); ©)(7)(C)

Exhibit: 1

rb)(ﬁ), {BXTHC) |alleged thaf®©); ®I7)C) b |§m§§2,{m |
[BXE) BXNC) [further alleged that [PX6): (GX7XC) |on other

occasions [P)6E). XT)C) Pn one oceasion[P® OO |
B)6),_ Joid[E) BNO) |
b)), O)7)(C) Jsaid[P"C [checked with[PIo) CINC) |
b)(8). (bX7XC) |

2-3 Communication: Communicatiomn: |(b)(6); b)C) |

Date: b)B); (bXTHC)
Exhibit: 2
[b)®). (b)7)C) confirmed thaf®® ®X7C) |
](b)(ﬁ); (bX7)C) m(b)(ﬁ); {(BXTHC) fwas|PHE) OITHC) |

was|(P)6). ON7)C) |

2-4 Document Review:rb)@)? (OX7NC) |

Date: [b)(ﬁ): (L)THC) |




( ( Jile No: [P0 B0

Exhibit: 3

L;vas obtained from the

A copy o0 BINC)
[()6); B)THC) | The record contained details of [/©): ©X7XC) |

|(b)(6); {b)7HC)

The report indicates that[®)©) ©)(7)C)
BI6), OXTIC) |
BY0), BXIC) |

2.5 [0X6).®XNO) I
Date: |(b)(6); ()7)(C) |

Exhibit: 4

A copy offP© GXNC)
[PY6). B)C)

I(b)(ﬁ); {bX7THC) |

| datedP® OXTC) |
hwas obtained fromfP)5) BX7)C) |

2-6 Communication: Communication: FSA|(b)(6); BXTHC) |
(D)(6); (DXTHC)

Date:
Exhibit: 5
Reporting Agent (RA), spoke with FSA[D)6): (0I7)HC) |reference
©)6). " |Time and Attendance reporting. [0X0) ®X7(C)[5aidP)6). |had submitied a leave request on
(0)(6); (P)7)C) to take sick leave on [0)6): ©I7T)C) [listed the reason for leave[b}6). (L)}7)C)

|(b)(6); (bX7XC) |

2-7  Communication: Communication: [©©) ©(XC) |
Date: (0)(6); L)T)C)

Exhibits: 6, 7

BYE). ®XIC) konfirmed that[P®) DIIC)

BYE), O)T)C) lon [©)6). 0YTHCT)
|

I(b)(G), {bX7HC)

2-8 Pacument Review: Other

Date: D)(6); ()}7)C)
Exhibit: 8
PXO) . |leave request and Time and Attendance records for pay period I(b)(ﬁ); {(bX7XC)
[PO &XO©) were reviewed, and RA determined the following:

-3.
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: ‘rile No:

Onl(b)(s)‘ ©X7)C) |e1cctron.ically submilted a sick leave request for EE?@?;N |of sick leav
BYer BXTIC) [eiting[PX®) GXNIC) |
The Centified Time and Attendance Summary shows[®©)._ [used®X0:_ lof sick leave on{ )0,
(bXE), (bXN7HC) |submitted this timesheet electronically in the USDA Time and Attendance system on
b)), (b)7TNC) |certifying, "that all reported time was worked and approved according to

law and regulation.”

2-9 Interview, Witness:
Date/Place: b)(6); (bX7)(C) |

Exhibits: 9, 10

|(b)(6); {(bXTHC) |
(BY(E), ©Y7)IC) was interviewed [P©) ©)0C) [reyiewedP)E): ®XTIC) lon[®X©). |

(b)), (b}7)C)

()6}, (LXTHC)

2-10  Communication: Communication:
Date: b)(6); (b)}(7XC)

Exhibit: 11

D)(6). (DX7)C
The RA contacted YO): BXTXC)
[©6). ©7XC)_|confirmed thatfP)6), Jhad been[P)E). XN
B B0 | |

. o6 ®omc
2-11  Interview, Subjec (0)(6); (b)(7)(C)
Date/Place: b)(6), (B)(T)C) |

Exhibits; 12, 13

On[P®) BINC) |FSAPYE). BXTIC) was interviewed [PX0. |
admitted to falsifying and submitting a Sick Leave request forfP)6). _ |on X6} BX7HC) hen in fact,
[EYE). BT said[>" pertified®[Time and

rther stated that on|®X©: @X7)XC)

Attendance for that time period orf®)(®) ©)X7)(C)
B)E). B)YTHC)




+ile No:

PROSECUTIVE DETERMINATION/JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS

L0 nl(b)(e); ®XT)C)

b)(©). (bX7)C)

his investication was declined for prosecution by the United States

Attorney's Ut'ﬁcc"(b)(ﬁ); o}7XC
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Ch-0801-0054

SYNOPSIS

This investigation was conducted to determine i 0)E): 0)THC)

deliberately altered [6X6) ®X7XC)___ br concealed information relating tofPY6), G)X71C)
X9, which occurred on or near the[P®) O |on [B¥6) BYTIC) |

Investigation was initiated after our agency received a series of complaints alleging that
(bXEY. ()7HC)

The complaints contained detailed information alleging that[PX6): ®X7)(C)
BXe) BXTHC) [B)6),_ |[p1e) Grnie)

linformation
from[®©). ©7)C) Ibecau selg
deemed the information|P)®) ©)X7)C) | :
[)6) ®TIC) |involved in the [PY® ®XNT) linvestigation and reporting

process were interviewed and provided sworn statements. These interviews and related

sworm statements contained conflicting accounts of the rationale and purpose behind
[BXE), BXNC) |

Investigation determined that information was removed from PHOX BXTHE)
(b)BY. (D)7HC)

B, IO [stated thefPX[DX©): |
changes/®® OXNC) because the[P0) GXI0) |
[)6): BXTHO) ‘ IJstated thatPIE,_— [OE) X0 |
X0, _[to recalll®® ®F  |because it contained 1) ©X7IC)

(b}(B). (bX7}C)

This investigation revealed significant discrepancies among the sworn statements in
relation to comments and verbal statements made by [°/®) ©X}C) lin this
investigation. Based on these conflicting accounts and sworn statements, it 1s apparent

L interviewed during the course of this investigation did
not provide®® ®XNC) |




Title 18 United States Code (USC) 1001 — False Statements

. ; C
During (O}6); (PXTHC)

pur agency received an anonymous com,

form of a[b)6). B)Y7HC)

b)E}, (bXTHC)

Ch-0801-0054

plaint (Exhibit 1)
' (b)®). P)(N(C) |

The complaint alleged that[©)®): ©XN)C)

to remove information from [PX®) 1

ekt |(b)(6); {bUTHC)

bXTXC) [becausefP1®)]

The complaint alleged, in pertinent part:

(0}{BY, (bXTHC)

During (¥ ©) |our agency received a second® ®C  |oomplaint (Fxhibit 2)
regarding the alleged actions of [P ®XNC)
complaint was prepared by [0)6): ©)7)C)

against|(b)(6); OYTHC)

lin respect to

b)(6): (P)7XC) This

land address allegations of misconduct

b)(8). (b}7XC)

| The

complaint asserted that|< )B): L)THC ()G D)),

ERPTIPeN TwAY]

PXELOXIC)  |hecause |<b)(6), NC)

in pertinent part:

ﬂto |(b)(6): (LXTXC)

The compl

aint alleged,

b)), (bX7HC)

Onl(b)(ﬁ); (BX7HC)

IReDorti g Agent (RA) interviewed[®©): ®

|(b)(6); (bX7HC)

X7HC)

responded [0)(®), b)(7)C)

which occurred [P)©) ©XNIC)

lon[®X®) BX7IC)

generated the(0)6). (B)7)(C)

[regarding thefP®) ®XNC)

__bnd

with [P}E); bXTHC)

provided RA

advised RA that[P)0) ]

made changes fo [2 [PX6). ®X7IC) based on [P16): CINC)

|(b)(5) (XTHC)

b

~

(6); L)T)C

the following, in pertinent part:

)
fxecuted a sworn statement (Exhibit 6), during whlcl\ﬁ_]a%ﬁrmed




Ch-0801-0054

()Y, (b}THC)

Od(b)(ﬁ); (OXTHC)

|RA interviewed [©)©): ©XN(C)

: : : C
LI Jwas assigned]*® 01010

|(b)(6)‘. (BOHTHC)

executed a sworn

statement (Exhibit 7), during whichgiafﬁmcd the following, in pertinent part:

()G}, (b}THC)

On|(b)(6); {(OXTHC)

RA interviewedP® @O

s

the[b)6), BY7HC)

prepared by()©): ©XNC)

[provided RA with[o/6). G0)0)

[b)B). L)THC)

(b)), (b}7)C)

iadvised [(0)6): ®X7XC)

hwere |{b)(6); {(bXTHC)

(b)(B}, (bHTHC)

[b)6). (L)7)C)

[b)(ﬁ); (OHTHC)

so provided RA with a copy of[0)6); BX7)(C)

(Exhibit 9). [PIOBXNC)

(D)6}, (bHTHC)

on

(0)BY: (bXTNC)

"(b)(G): (b)(T)(C)|

and[P)©). _ |advised that

b)), (bX7THC)

-3-
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(b)(G). (b}7)C)

kxecuted a sworn statement (Exhibit 10), during which affirmed
the following, in pertinent part:

(b)(B); (b}7)C)

On[PX6) B}7)C)

our agency received an an ) plaint concerning
allegations of misconduct on the part of{”/© ®©NC) xhibit 11). The

complaint stated the following, in pertinent part;

b}E); (b}7)C) |
(b)B). (b}7)C)

b)E); (b)7)C) [

On[P® ®NC  |RA interviewe dJ(b)(G): BYTIC)
(b)(B), (PU7HC)

lis a
oI [b)6); (bN7XC) \BLE.!&’J
denied[b)®). B}7)XC)
I(b)(ﬁ); {bX7HC) lalso denied [P)E) BXINC) |
(b)(B). (b}7HC)

(D)O). ONTHC) [executed a swom statement (Exhibit 12), during
which{P®affirmed the following, in pertinent part:

4 -
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{(D)G); (LX7XC)

—
(=)

(6}, BX7XC)

rb)(ﬁ); (b}7)C) |u

OnPO OO RA interviewed®® PO

(b)), (b)7HC)

first became familiar with the i ipatiopn|®/®: ®UHE)

BY6). ®X7IC) [withessed[P/®) BXTIC)

(b)B). (b}7)C)

[BXE) BXTXC) [also witnessed®'® ©X71C)

b)E). (bX7XC)

(0)(B). (b}7)C)

executed a sworn statement (Exhibit 13), during whichk?’)(6 Iafﬁrmed the following, in
pertinent part: '

r|(b)6); (EXTHC)
(b)(6); (B)THC)
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b)}E). (bX7)C)

b}E). (b)7)C) |(b)(6); (OXNIC)

(0)6). OY7YC) [~ |

bYG). B)7)C)
On X6). (b)Y

interyiewed |(b)(6); OYTHC) |
|(b)(6); DIGIo) is the [P)6) BY7IC) Rl)an d was

involved il'l b}E). (bX7XHC) y b}6), (bHT)C)
Fb)(e); bX7)C) executed a sworn statement (Exhibit 14), during which

atfirmed the following, in pertinent part:

(b)(B). (b)}7)C)

LJE JE I N 4



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Office of Inspector General - Investigations

Technical Crimes Division (TCD)
b)(6). (OX7XC)

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION
2015-0037

0“|(b)(6); OX©) |Special Agen 5225?% ubmitted two laptop computers to the Technical Crimes
Division (TCD),?X6) ®X1(C) d[ere o)

b)(6), (b7HC . :
(0)(6). (P)7HC) serial number [O/©): OXNC)

|was assigned barcode

[Y®). BX0C) |laptop contained[P®) GO
(X6}, BXTXC) [was [DOE) |assigned barcode

o —|(b)(6); (BN7HC) (b)6); (LY(7)(C); (b)(7XE)

B)6). GX7)C) . . , _
( laptop, serial number [P0 B7XC) Jyas assigned barcode[P"® ©O)

b}E}. (bX7XC) serial number |(b)(6); (BH7HCY |(b)(7)(E)

(D}7YE) Iassi gned barcode |(b)(6): (b}THC) |(b)(7)(E)

BY7HE) |

(b}7)E)

bYT)E)

For the purposes of this report, adult pornography encompasses partially or fully
nude photos of men or women where breasts and/or genitalia are exposed. Some
pictures and/or movies depict graphic sexual content. Additionally, pictures of
clothed men and women where the purpose may be that of sexual gratification are
also included to demonstrate overall intent and pattern behavior.

Adult-only pornography is present on both laptops [PX6) ©X7XC) luser

profile. Results from the forensic analysis of both computers are available for review in the
(bX7ME}

b)E); (bX7XC) |
(b)(B). (b}7NC)

contains sexually explicit graphics (pictures) depicting only adults.

2015-0037 v3.0




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Office of Inspector General - Investigations
Technical Crimes Division (TCD)

(b)B). bUTHC)

ltem |(b}(5)i BITHE) |
contains sexually explicit graphics (pictures) depicting only adults.

BYTHE .
XTIE) were recovered from both laptops and

are available for review [PX7XE)
bYTHE}

e : ) . - DYTNE
I'he forensic analysis results from (D)O). XTHC) are located XTNE)

(bXTHE)

PO) BXTHE) determined the majority of the graphics from the following

The analysis of
folders:

D)8}, (oHTHC). (D}FHE)

D)EY, (HTHC). (bXTHE)

(ONTHE)

To  review only [PX©:ONEC) |0pcn the folder [PXO)OXNCLEOXTNE)
(DHEY, (DXTHCY (HTHE)

(bXTHE)

No adult pornography or other artifacts related to adult pornography were found within any other
(b)®), B)7)C). BXTHE) |

user_account on the system. i.c.
D)6} (ONTHC). (0XTHE}

b){(E}; (lNTHC). (bMFHE)

2015-0037




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Oftice of Inspector General - Investigations

Technical Crimes Division (ITCD)

b}(6}; (bX7HC)

(OXTHE)

The person using thef®®: OO oar sccount lllili?c’;‘dl(b)(ﬁ); oX7THC). BNTHE)

b)(BY, (bXT)C); (b)THE)

b)EY, (oXTHCY. (b}THE)

bYEY, (o}THC). (b}7THE)

b}7XE)

(bHTHE)

bYTHE)

(OHTHE)

(ONTHE)

2013-6057




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Office of Inspector General - Investigations
Technical Crimes Division (TCD)

b)(6); (b)7XC)

b)E). {b7HC)

The results of the examination associated to the
(b}6); (X7 HCY. (bX7NE)

laptop are located in folder

The results of the forensics analysis are available for review in the folder.

b)(B); (bX7HC). (b)7)E)

()E); BYTHCY; (b)T)E)

The analysis of [P)®): ©X(7)XC) in following folders:

(0X6); PY)THC); (b)7)E)

b)(8); (b}7HC). (b)}7)E)

b)(B); (bX7HCY. (b)7)E)

(0)(6); (PITHC); (O)(7XE)

b)E); (bU7THC). (b)T)E)

(b)(B), (P)TNC), (O)THE)

D)EY, (bX7HC). (bXFNE)

To review thd®'® CXIC) OXTNE)

(D)B), PNTHCY. (B} HE) [Tocated in the folder

b)E), (bI7HC). (bX7TNE)

2015-0037

v3.0




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Office of Inspector General - Investigations
Technical Crimes Division (TCD)
(b)B); (DXFHC)

To review only [PO®00O folder PO EXNC). BXTE)
[EYE) BXTICY EXTIE)

b)(B). (bX7HC). (b)7XE)

No adult pornography or other artitacts related to adult pornography were found associated to
any other user accounts on the system: [PX6): EXN(C)
(b)(B). (EUTHC)

There is evidence the user of lhclfﬁ{f?{}m |pml'llc(b)(6); BNTNC), OHTHE)
(b)B); (bX7THC); (bXTHE)

The person using 1he§8§§9§@ user account|D®: OXCLONINE)

(b)X7)E)

Internet history specific to lhcproﬁlc can be found in the [P© ©XDEONE)

D) OO OO Jihis report is Tocated in [PYOL BXC) BXIE |

|b)©), LXTHC). | The entries contained therein depict the actions of the user after logging into the
user proflaPr®. BXNC) oXNE)

|(b)(7)(E)

The Legal Banner displaved when a user signs on to a povernment computer is available for
review, [PE) )XTXC) BXTXE)

()E); LYTNCY; (bUTHE)

All recovered pornographic pictures are copied tofP0E |
(b)Y THE) r
(b} THE)

2015-0037




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Office of Inspector General - Investigations

Technical Crimes Division (TCD)
(D)(6); (DX7XC)

bY7HE)

Nothing Further;

(b)), (b}7)C)

United States Department of Agniculture
Office of Inspector General

Technical Crimes Division
(D)), (bXTHC)

2015-0037
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SYNOPSIS

|(b)(5); OHTHC)

This investigation was conducted jointly with the |Ofﬁce of Inspector

General

{EX]01G) after information was received from the United States Department of Agriculture

SDA), Agriculture Research Service (ARS), [X6) ®)X7)C)

DY0) khat employee [P/®: ©XTC)

T

|provided false information to the [PX6) ®X7XC) |

|(U)(5)i {bHTHC) |’[0
recerve child care subsidy benefits.
18 United States Code 1001 ~-FALSE STATEMENTS
DETAILS
The Reporting Agent was contacted by Special Agent (PO ®X7XC) 0IG, who was
conducting an investigation intofb){ﬁ)? OXTXC) or suspected|[PXE) BXNIC) lto [P0 |
in. order to qualify for child care benefits. During the course of[?Y€)[investigation it was

determined that for the time period [P ®XNC)

received EEL{ELN Fn benefits fr0m|§2¥§3}m lin which[©)0)jwas not entitled. SA [PX6) BXNC provided

CXOReport of Investigation which disclosed that [P6: ©X7XC)

Y Y7 el LY dTs

BYE). OX/0) EnablingfX®o receivefP¥8)_ penefits in which[PJ)vas not entitled

(Exhibit 1). In addition, SA[PX® ®X7XC)  |nvestigation disclosed thatfPY6). ®}7IC)

(O)E), (DXTHC) |t0 receive

these[")(%), | [child care subsidy benefits.

On bHE). (bHTHT)

=

DIE),_ JARS,[PXO). BT and [P/6) ®X7C)
b)(6). L)THC) S, were interviewed and provided the following
information:

PIO) XTXE) |employed aS|b}{6); ©X7HC) with ARS since approximatel (OO, OXING)

(D [In[PX6) ©XNE) [was contacted by ©NC)

D)), XY The purpose of the contact was to verify [~

HDXTHE)

employment.|[”©: ©XC) fexplained that [PX6) OXNXO)
benefits with®S ., land[P)S) Jemployment information needed to |

lfor child care subsidy

v
information provided by [PY8) ®7XC) Jwas contained on[2S)., Hated [P©) ©XXO)

(Exhibit 2). During the phone call, discrepancies were identified. Spe

cifically,

[6Y6), BXTHE) Iy [PYEY. BXTNC)

[EYE) BXTHO) [Tn addition,P® ®X0C [provided Statements of
and Leave, Form AD-334, to[?®) _ [for pay periods[PX® X7} wwhich showed

(D}BY), (bHTHC)

|
Eamnings

()6}, (bHTHC)

Do) (PXTHC) tated that Fb){ﬁ); bUTHC) |1S emploved
at ARS as (b}BY, (bHTHC)

b)E), OX1C) onfirmed thatP® P0O |
bYE), ®XTHC) land provided a Statement of Earnings and Leave for pay

period@which reflectPX6) OXNE) |

-1-
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(b}BY, (b}THC)

In an interview conducted by SA [P© X ladmitted
[, ®XNc) ktated[PY6) BXNIC) Ibelieved it was to|2%,., |
©)E), BHTIC) [thoughtfPXE) [was [PX) BXTC)

(X6,

(AW T

: . . . bYEY (bHFHC
On |(b}{6)= OHTHC) |1ssued a Letter of Proposal for Termination to 10, XD
(Exhibit 9). In the letter[?® ®¥© lis charged with [PXerBXIC) |
|{b)(6}; {DHTHC) |

On [PX6). BXTIC) kresignation to[®©: OXC) lofficial

resignation date was X0 ®X7XC) |

Assistant United States Attorney [P® ®0C) Jnited States Attorney’s Office[® ®XXO
BB}, (DHTHC)
AP

|(b){6); bBXTHC) |dcclined this case for prosecution. The

District Attorney’s Office accepted the case for prosecution and assigned it to AD
[PXOLBXNC) | As a result of the investigation, [P® ®0C was charged [PX BXNC)

(b}BY, (b}7HC)

DOROGE . , :
An agreement was reached between the YO OXE) Iyistrict Attorney’s Office and [~ @)
which would require[P€}o pay full restitution in the amount of[?*® ©¥C) land serve [PXO)
probation. This agreement was part of the Diversion Program for first time offenders.

* k ¥ * &
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HY-5801-0011

SYNOPSIS

This investigation was conducted in response to the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s (FBI)

request for assistance in investigating allegations thatrb){e); OX1C)

|(b)(6}; {b}THC) |Unitcd
States Department of Agriculture (USDA), allegedly violated the Hatch Act by (XO) ONTHCY
|(b)(6): {(PHTHC) IUSDA to
contribute financially to (O)B). OXTHCY |(b){6); OXNE) |alle edly threatened
FEXEY X0 kontribute to”® ©X©) There were also

allegations that|®© OXHC)

fb){a); A [USDA, encouraged[*X® ®X7C) o contribute to[P©* (b}{7}(6—|

—

There were additional allegations that |(b){6)? bUTHC)

b}E). (PH7HC) USD Al{b}{e)‘- O] D)E). Kb)E), (LHTHC)

(0}(6); [OXE). [D)BY. PHTHE) D)X
(LI PXTH

QOur investigation was unable to substantiate the allegations. None of the USDA employees
interviewed witnessed anyone contributing to, or soliciting donations for - uring official
duty hours or while on government property.

(b}B}, (bH7HC) (ONE); (DT HC) DHEY, (DHTHC) |any USDA employees (D)6}, (PHTHC)

R o ISR T e e b)), ONTYC)
X BXHCT |,os interviewed PO OO LX) PP Lated that |

)6}, (b}THC) - - .
was interviewed and stated that [P0 ®XC %}%a b)) ()THC)

: 6); - ,
DX8), OXTHC) g%to nside or outside the workplace.

b)(BY. (bHTHC b)EY. Kb)B), (bKTHC)
fl{ HE), (BTHC) DX

PXO) (PXTHC) as interviewed and stated tha

_ b6 OXTHC
DXB). (DHTNC) %g%{c{ Ko ©XDC) government office space.

The United States Attorncy’s Office representing the [PX©: ©XNC) initially accepted this
case for prosecution but subsequently closed it duc to lack of evidence.

DETAILS

On [PXO: BXTHC) was interviewed (Exhibit 1) and provided the following
statement:

During the|®X6) OHIHC) |advised PYEYBXDC) WAt ntended to

by6y,  fPHEY fbiEy (bi7HG
th{i{??ﬁ(‘,\ ok A YO). OXTXE)

asked [2/O) OIHC) 018, land suggested thatf®® @O |
b}6}, (B}THC})
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E{}?Lm |Short1y after this conversation, there wasl{b)(a); OXNE)

[EX6). OXFFC) old (D€ [about[P)6)
discussion withP®) O70) D1, PO BN Jasked|®/e: O
[o)®). ©XNC) told[PIE), DXC)

[P6). BXNC) Tappro ached®®) OXTHC)
regarding[®Xr - [POXONC)  [sypgested[PXE) BXNE)

[EX6), BXXC) X8| Onfe)Xer GI©) [sanP®. B0C) |
[ BT [Shortly altedP® BT |
ther]®Ye), BXIXC) |
BXE), (OXNC) [oX61_PX6)- BXC)_[made the comment[PXS) ]
(D)XB). OXTXC) This statement
[EXE) BXTYCT DO SR GO

(O)E), (DXTHC) |
b)EY. (bHTXC) USDA

. . . _ DYBY, (BHINC
Reporting Agent (RA) obtained and reviewed emails from( O EXTXE) work computer

(Exhibit 2). None of the emails contained any mention 0f|(b}(6); OXPE) |

i i |b : h N R G
RA interviewed[”® ®*) SDA employees (Exhibit 3 (PX0) OXDE)
(D}E). (DHTHC}

(b}(B}, (bHTHC)

|N0ne of the employees interviewed were
ever approached by or any other employee to contribute to one
of the cmployees interviewed ever contributed to }E{}?{(C) r were asked to contribute to
None of the cmployees interviewed were awarc of anyone contributing to, or soliciting donations

¥

(b}BY, (b}THC)

bXE). (PH7HC)

was interviewed on (OXEX BXTHC)

(Exhibit 4) and provided the following statement:

D)8}, (bX7THC) ()6},

has never provided, contributed, or donated any money towardsfpx7ic)
while at work PO BT has never had discussions with [P OXC)
(OXE). BXTHE) at USDA, regarding Eﬁ%m nd has never been asked by

any USDA employee to contribute or donate towardsl?ﬁ{ff?{}m |Ir1 [£)X6). BXNC) |
b} (DHTHC}

(D)8}, (bHTHC) (b}B}), (bHTHC)

was interviewed or (Exhibit 5} and stated the following:

(b}BY, (bH7HC) (X6, |(b)(6); (B}THE)
fiaAEAY®
b)8),  [bME) (BXTHC) D)8},
bHTHC) DYTHE)

b}E). (b7 KC)
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O}EX XHC) never suggested to any |{b)(6); ©ATHC) |

(bHEY, (DHTHC) b}B)., [oHE}, (bHIHC)
bH7HC
(OROR XX lovas interviewed onfPH®r OHE) Exhibit 6) and provided the following
statement:
; bHEY. Kb)EY, (DHTHC biEy |
|{b){6), {b){?){C.) oKe). }6), EHTHC) oxrclin the
past, [ OXDE) - ig ot aware of [PHE EXTHC) DXE), [PYOLOKIHC) Thas never

asked a USDA employee[PX0 ®XNC) A fier[PX® XN lagt performance

appraisal period J{b){a)? BUTHC) |
(D}B), (bHTHE)

Most employees

BYO), BNTIC) Several[D0,  [ago O OO |had a
conversationf?Xs) OXNC) |
(b)), (bN7HC)
BY6Y. BN _ . _
(EXO) ONTHCY never receivedfpi . from[P© ©0©
RA reviewed the 7@ ®© Exhibit

b}6}, (DHTHC
7)‘()()()(){)

*¥*Evidence was obtained during this investigation that cannot be displayed in this report.

PROSECUTIVE DETERMINATION

The investigation was discussed with the United States Attorney’s Office representing the
[©XE). BXTXC) |who initially accepted this case for prosecution but subsequently closed it
due to lack of evidence.

e o ok ok ok
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SYNOPSIS

o . . . . DY), OHTHC
This investigation was initiated in response to allegations that |( YO EXIHEY
[PXE), EXTXC) bXB). (LXTHC) |United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA), used a government issued computer to view adult

pornography and other inappropriate photographic material. This case was worked jointly with
(DB}, (DHTHC)

The investigation disclosed that adult pornography images had been viewed on Fb){ﬁ)" ORTHE) |

government issued laptop computer on [PX®) ®XNE) |
bHBY. (PHFHC)

DETAILS

in PN} BXIHE) [The Office of Inspector General (OIG} received information from |(b}{6}; BXTHC) |

oX6), ®XTIC) | USDA, regarding|{b)(6)" {b)m(c)}nisusing b))
government issued computer by using it to view adult pornography and other inappropriate
photographic material. [P/©: ®X7XC) .

|{b){6); (OXTXC) |(b}{6); O)7XC) [completed a forensic analysis of the government issued
computer assigned 28, fwhich showed in part the following (Exhibit 1);

From [P¥9: ©X1(C) accessed over dult images

and [ ONC) ssigned povernment computer in violation of USDA and [PX0)
computer use policies | ) OHXO) kpent over Fb){ﬁ)' OXIE) |accessing and viewing the

prohibited material during®"®- ®X7XC) [This prohibited material included aduit
images and adult websites.

A review of[PY6)_['raining Records showed that on[~® ®X7&) and
[EX6). OXNIC) lbad received mandatory training, specifically, USDA Information
Security Awareness Training (Exhibit 2).

- : : : , 0YE), : :
On |(b}{6)' OATHE) bIG investigators_interviewed Ebi%?%‘(@ regarding the above mentioned

allegations. In a signed swom slatemem tated in part the following (Exhibit 3}:

bHE). (PH7HC) (O}E)

During the time period did use| overnment issued
computer to view approximatelytﬁ{}?{}m |inappr0priate adult images from unauthorized
government websites which is a violation of USDA policy specifically pertaining to
employee use of government computers. o8 did view these images [PX2) . [USDA office

on [PPOUSDA issued computer at [PXE): OXHC)
|(b)(6)i {B}THC)

|(b)(6); BYTHC) [typically would review these images X6 BX7C)
|(b)(5): {(b)THC) |USDA|{b)(5); {(BN7XC)
(b)(E}, (bHTHC) |USDA|(b)(5): {(bKTHC)
(0)6). BATHC) Vas solely responsibility for any inappropriate images
that were viewed, to include both pictures and videos that have been identified on

USDA issued computer.



: . . . . (
Q{10 ©XDE) provided a letter of resignation, resigning fromf
effectiveCr OXIHC)  TEXhibit 4).

HY-2401-0136

[s)13)

[{aXTirAl

o, . '
position with

The facts in this investigation disclosed no evidence to warrant a criminal prosecution.

#*

* ¥ %
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SYNOPSIS

HY-3301-0120

The United States Departmeni of Agriculture (USDA), Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service (APHIS), Administrative Investigations and Compliance Branch contacted the Office of

Inspector General regarding the [0/©) ®XNE)

|by |(b)(5}; (OHTHC)

(DHB} (bXTHC) |who is emploved as |(b){5); {bXTHC}

(DXBY, (WHTHC) |ofﬁce in |{b){6); {bHTHC) |had |(b)(5); (bHTHC}

(DHBY, (WHTHC) |API—IIS from [oHE}) HKTHC}

(OYEY. (DH7HC) Boainst office policliﬂ(b)(ﬁ)i BXTNC) |_
(KB} (bXTHC)

Op[®HE): BXTHCY

|began[EYE) BXTIC)

[oXE). BX7XC) [APHIS. [08) O71C)

BY6), BXC) | APHISIIS) JUSDA [PX0) BXTHC)

[ i A4

|‘[hr0ugh

(b}(B); (b}7HC) |

bXE). (PH7HC)

As a result of the mismanagement [~ @)

|(b){6); (HTHC) | APHIS Ofﬁce|{b){6); (bKTHCH

(D)6}, (}7HC)

| APHIS

(b}E), |through|(b){6); (bHTHC) |
khy7vecy

DETAILS

LX), |thc USDA discovered®® ®XNC)

(BB}, (b}THC)

| From

X0 B |5 the present, APHIS has|PI®) BIC)

bHE). (bH7HC)

|(b}(6}; XY |is the [PYE). ©X7XC)

|Ofﬁ03_ rb){ﬁ)i (bHTHC)

|is not

required to0)6): BXTXE)

fis not assigned[PX6) OXNC)

[y, O [is assigned[00) OHC)

|(b)(6}; (OHTHC)

[receives b6} B}7HC)

is responsible for[PX6: HI7XC)

e G |was hired on[0) PUIC)

office, during which time[PX6) GX7HC)

bHE}. (b7 HC)
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On P& ®XTIC) |applied[* O USDA-APHISP®), ., ]
X6 Liffice located alfP)®) ®X7XC) [The account listed
|{b)(5); {bHTHC) |

On oo B Fisted®® OO0 |
)6 OXTRCT [OnfPO B0 lihe office receivedPI®) GXIICT |
|(b)(5)i {(DXTHC) [
|(b)(5)i {HTHC) |assigncd to |(b)(5}i {bHTHC) |
[0X6) [ Tn or_around [PY6) OXNE) fwas added to account
(O)E) XTHE) Correspondence dated|P/6) ©XHC) lshows
that[Pe) XN [was assigned to PO OO
(DB} (DHTHC)

OfP® BT} |began X6 BT
|(b)(5): (B}THE)

BY6Y, BXTIO) Rt various fimes P10, BXIC)
BI6), DX lconnects o) OXTIC) |
[(0)E), (DHTHC) |
[BXE: &XHC) fwas utilized through
|(b)(5); (bHTHC) |

On [P BT lbegan [FX7 BXIC) |
feXE) BT at approximately|P’® CIXC) |
was utilized through [P€: BXNC) [for[EXE) XTHC) |

wrough

: - BYE), BXTHC :
Prior to these dates " ©X7C) |showed [V ©X7© [PXO). BXNIC) |

I(b}{ﬁ); (BHTHC) |

e BxTie) JUSDA-APHIS{TE BXC)

was interviewed and substantially stated the following (Exhibit 5):
PIEIBXIC |office covered[® CXIO) Jorior to
[286), . [InfPXE)_he office[PiEr GXie) bpecifically

the areal{b){ﬁ); BYTHC) |

Agent’s Note: In order to perform their work, the employees at the USDA-APHIS PXO) OXTXE)
PIE),_ Joftice[PXor BXIC) %‘

use the [PX6) BXNC) |

PO khe office® OIC) |
informed®¥®that after[PX6) ®XNC) |
|(b}{5)i {(bHTHC) |bcing

used forfoX) OIHC) |

tb)(ﬁ)'. {(bHTHC) Iwas being ugedl(b)(ﬁ); (O}7HE) |

2-
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(DHBY. (bHTHC} . .
and believed this

|(b)(6); (bHTHE) |
Agent’s Note: PIO) BXTXE) prepared a detailed statement prior to the interview (Exhibit 6);

references this statement inf"*%fnterview.

(KB}, (bHTHC)

O [P BINT) lobserved|[?© OO in the
area|P)E). GITHC) believed
|(b)(6); {(PHTHC) |
informed[PX6Y BXTHC) — that [PE): OXHC) [were[PX9).  from the
office, and that [P)6) ®INC) [had seen[PXE: BXTHT) |
BYEY, DNTHG) [retrieved [PX6) @XTHC) land
D}BY. (DI HCY [confirmed that it|{b)(6}; {bXTHEY |
I(b)(ﬁ); {bHTHC} [
(OXE). OXTHE) staternent (EXO) PHINC) i1 which E§§?§< substantially stated the following
(Extibit 7): =
[o3(6}; BHTHCY |pr0vided|{b)(6)? BTN o use (D}EY, (PHTHC) |
| BB}, (b} THC) | Drovidedp}{ﬁ)" (bHTHE} |
was in |(b){5); {bHTHC} |USDA-
APHIS[EYE), BT |provided|{b}{6)? {BTHCY |
[EX6). BXTXO) [for_use during [*)©): OX7C) the office
during government time. In addition,[©X6) OXNC) |APHIS [0X8) (GX7HC) |

[B)E), (}7HC) |in|(b)(5): (bHTHC) |

Fb}(ﬁ); EX1C) |USDA-API-IIS|(b)(6); ©XTAC) |was interviewed and
substantially stated the following (Exhibit 8):

{b}{G)l‘ vas the|{b){6)i (OY7HCY | betweenfmff?{} o

BY6). OO During this imeP® OXC  hssignedP0) O0C)

(D}E), (DUTHC) Inot authorized V€ |

| b}6); (b}THT}) |not

assi gnedl(b)(ﬁ); (bHTHC) |

(e, |was interviewed and substantially stated the following (Exhibit 9):

As por program policy, [P}, were authorized for [ DX |
06, BXO) Jwas assigned|D)S). |

bHEY. (DHTHT) |

gl;a}{ﬁ Luthorized |{b){6); {D}THC) |t0 llSe|(b){6); {BHTHC) |
never for |{b){6)'- ENTXC) |The only reason|(b){6)? ONTXC) |would. be authorized

3.
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- . JIDXBY, . . :
10 usef**O EXTE) [was iffoxne)  asing itfoie
[b}(ﬁ};(b {THC} |

Y6, OHTHG : -
Onl_( HBY, (}THC) lsubmlttedrb){e}’ {bHTHC) .
b)), OXTHC) was to take place between |(b)(6)‘ OHTHC)

BYE), YT HC) [requested[PXe), BXTIC)
(B} (DHTHC) |
i .. [0y O . G} . : BYE), BNTHC)
Agent’s Note: Despite 10 ©XDIC) |cla1m that |§b¥7{(0) Iauthorlz- Emff?if to use

: |(b){6); bHTHC)

(016 ©X7XC)  |daes not show [©¥6) ®X7HC) Huring the time period [P)X6): BXNC)
[PXE) EHINC) Additionally, there is no record of [0}®)

oYX O Huring this fime period foP®) ®XC) |
USDA-APHIS{PX0) ©OX7XC) |office.
I [PPER BXTHOY hvas
utilized for[oIo) BXNO) |
[FX6) ©XNC) _ [offen occurredoie) OXTC)

Agent’s Note: [P &XN0) lis located2%., |

()G}, (D}7HC)

In[PYE) BINC) e
utilized [PXO) BX7XHC)

[PYE). ®XTHC) Jusually occurred on [0 PXIC) (5 [P16) BXIC) |
[BXE) BT |
|(b)(6}; {bHTHC) |utilizing thcl{b)(ﬁ}; ({OHTHCY |

(X6,

Agent’s Note: According,_tof?®" ©© lduring this time (bNTHC)

[PXO. O Twhich 1s located®Y®). BXC)

In addition to[2® ®XNO) khe USDA-APHIST® OO |y ce hiadfFFo BXIC)

(0)E). .

(o)7icy  Peeounts:
Account |{b}{6); OHDE) |which listedrb}(e}; OXTE) and which,
according to [PX6: OXNC) |u_mized through [PY6): BX7XC)
Account|(b}(6}; ©X7INC) |which listed |(b}{6); OXTAC) and

had [P}, EXC) Jutilized through O GX0CT ]

4.
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Due to multiplelﬁb)@; ©Y7HC) |accoun PXO) OXTHE) |A
total of[P)E) BNNC) laccording to
the [P®: BXC) |
|(b}(6); {bHTHC} hi ate di(b)(ﬁ); {bHTHC} |b etween Ifb)(ﬁ}; {(bHTHC} |
|(b)(5)'. (bHTHC}
[(EXE}. (U7 HC) |A total of |(b)(6): (bHTHC}
associated with [PX6) OX7XC) |
[EXE) BN ﬂisted|(b)(6)i OITHC) |be'tween [eYE), ®XTHC) |
|(b)(5); {bHTHC} |at the
time Ofl{b)(ﬁ); (bHTHC} |
EXEr BRI listed PO PXTIC) |
(EYE) BXTHO) at the time of PXer BIC)
B, BXNC) [A total of [PX5) BX7IC) associated withXe) ®XC)
(DHEY, (DHTHE) |
XY BXTCT Jeollected [P0 OO lfrom under PO OO frer
BXE) BHC) | In thefXS ., |discovered [PXO! OXNC) from [OX6) OXTHC) [which are not
|(b}(5}: {(bHTHC} |t0tal EE?}?}W in |(b}(6}; {(bHTHC} |
|(b)(5}: {(bHFHC} |at the time of |(b)(5)i {(bHTHC}
It was[P/© ONE) esponsibility tofPX6): ®XC) |
BI6). OXYC) fere a result of [P/ OXC) hind based on[X®. GXC) |
Oy, RINC) In total. the USDA-APHISII® OXN0) bficelP®), GXI0) |
BY6Y, GBI [which are currentlyPY®) PXTC) |
BB}, (bHTHC) |which were |§E¥?Lm I
: . . . : a)T(5)%
OYO). ONTHC) Kwag interviewed regarding the (O)), OXTHC) On b§E7§(C)
0X0.  [substantially stated the following (Exhibit 17):
03] or [PYEY BXTHTY ed at (28
10 lworks f{)rl ' |10cated al iz
|(b)(5): {(bHTHE} as a|(b)(6): (bHTHC) 18
responsible for[®)6) BXNEC) [to work
every day|(®X6) OX7XC) . [received a
bX6}; BHTHC) [was authorized P'®- OO
X6 OO Jwork [P0 OXNC) [zave the [P/®) GXIC)
because [P position at the time involved[PXo) BITHC) land because[®X |had
5O BT labout the [PE ONC) ldoes not recall [P ®TC)
26, [While using thefo}6) BX7)C) |received|(b)(6)? bUTHC) twhichlXe}
b)E) PHTHC) [never told [EX6). BXTHC) [When[P¥6) ©XNC)Y  ohange

(BXE), BNIIC) |does not recall[P® DX
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[Pe). BT kmemrb)(ﬁ): (OXTHC |does not
recal]|(b)(5)i (BHINC) |fmm the|(b)(6); DYTHC)
Agent’s Note: [P0 ®XDO) lis actually named
|(b)(6}; (b}THC) |
OnfPE BT Jsubstantially

stated the following (Exhibit 18):

PO T |nown as [ O |has worked for [T, forP@ P00 |

(bXE), bN7HC) |changed| b)}E} (bHTHE) |but there was no change |(b){5); {b}THC) |
B)E.®BNC) |1t went from[PE) PXIC) [t its
[X8). BXTHC) |has daily access
|(b)(5}; {(b}THC) as part 0f|(b)(5); (b}THC) |iS n0t|(b}(6}; {b}THC) |
that prepares [P0 OXXC) | has alb)6). BX7XC) |that
employees arefb)s). GX7)C) |are not
allowed to[PX6) OXHC) Inever issued [PXE),
(D)E), (bHTHC) |1‘he Onlyl(b){ﬁ); (b}THC) |used|(b)(5); (b}THE)
(D)6}, (DH7HC) [located in o)), BXTHC) . |retrieved by
b}6), (b}THC} | are _grven|b)s). b}7XC)
[EXE) BXTHC) [Neither 6] Jnor [oX6) GXTXC) [gave [PXO): ITC) |

|(b)(6); (BHTHC) |

O b}BY, (bHTHC)

(PO} DXTHO) land [PYE) OXTHC) substantially stated the following (Exhibit 19):
On |16 BTHC) completed an
PO 0T Jafer observing P10 DX ffrom a [0 O |
PYOLBXTXE) ntace it [PYEX BXIXT) [As perfo®) B0 |
(D)6}, (bHTHC) results 1n |(b)(5)i (bHTHE)

B16, B0 [was notlPro BrIie) bl B0 Jro report toPY0) BITIC)
on [P0 OXTC) [has PO B0
oY) [for [P0 DXC) |and another for
(b}EY, (bHTHC) [signed [B)6). BITHC)
acknowledging [P0 ®C  Jand acknowledging[?® ©X7HC)
policy.
Sometime during thel(b)@; (BXTHC) to[dL{Eg%m |that |(b)(6); BITHC) |
¥E), BXTRe) sked P10, bout X0 BTIC) old this to
BT, 0 land asked for[P®:BHIC) [told[®X®): . lthat
(06, OXC) |eot the [P6) BT

D)8}, (BHTXC)
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: ; . DHBY, (hHTHC b)), (hKTHC
525?3;{«\ |'!'0rked forlib){ﬁ). OHTHC) since th.e|( XY, (b7 HT) Iwas a|( XY, (BH7HC) |

b)), BXTHC) lend then 2 [@®: @O |
bXE) OXDNEC) |stated that foX5) would neverPX®. |
BYEY. BXTHC) [was nofPie) BXTIC)

EE i[O 00 [T IO

(0)6), EYTHC) |has held this position for[2)S,.. |and[PXO OO lforf>)6), .

b6y, [T'here was nofb)s). G}7iC) change whenf(oX5) BX7XC)
|E)E). ®XTHT >

bXEY OHTHC)  yasfbXEy BXTHCY [due t0|(b)(6); {O}THE) |

OO ©XDIE) substantially stated the following (Exhibit 23):

ooy Feceived [0 EXTO) Eord®® 7 keould not recall

b){E). BXTHC)
()6}, BXTHC) [complained[bX6} BX7HC)  Jabout [(0X6) OXTHC)

approximately[o)e). bXNT) [save [PIE), BXTHT)

did not say [®) ®INC) |[received[PXO) EXIHC) [When the

[EIG) DXTHC) working[PX6) BXTXC) lbecause

Iy [was no longeifPX6). BXNC) |did not know[P)6) CH7HC)

[P took PYE) BX7HC) [because [F1E: BXTIC) |wasfPre |

+ - . (bW TWCY

to[bIE) BXTIC) without20) |

Agent’s Note; [P0 ©XNE) stated thafPXe) ©X7NIC) bnd that
[exE]tried tof)E). BXT) [told [PX6) ©XTHC) |because the [PIE_ |
Ifb)(ﬁ)i {D}THC) |d1d 1ot wantl(b){ﬁ); {(DHTHC} |evidence ot |(b)(6); {PHTHC} |

OXE): OXTXC) provided the preceding information.

Additional information was developed during the investigation which cannot be released pursuant
to the secrecy requirements associated with rule 6e of the Federal Rules of Evidence.

JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS

This matter has been accepted for criminal prosecution by the [PX6) BX7}C) Prosecutor’s
Office.

ok ok kK
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SYNOPSIS

This investigation was initiated in response to allegations that |{b}(6}; BHTHC)
|(b)(6); BTHC) |Ofﬁce of Chief Operating Officer (COO),

Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS), used[®)6)[Government issued computer to X8 OXDC)
(OXE) BITHCY |during official Government TME)E), ©X7C)

bHEY. (PHTHC)

This investigation was unable to substantiate the [PX6) ®)}7XC) allegations,

The investigation revealed that in [PX6) ®XNC)
(X6 OXNC)  |Government issued computer [X6). OUC) during official

Government time. Finally, the investigation revealed that|®®: ©X7©) |
rb)(ﬁ)? ©X7HC) |aﬁer being interviewed by OIG.

(OXEL®ITHCY Was interviewed and denied |(b)(6)" 0ITHC) |
b8}, (DHTHC} |while on

[XE); (DXNHC) [further denied ever
official Government duty or on any Government property[?® ®C)  \further stated that since
|

[oXB). (bXTHC)

USDA employees [PX0) ®XNE) -
personal time. [P O0C) Jadmitted toPXC): OXXO) |
office with USDA did not realize|®H6} OXTHC}
D}{E}; (DHTHC)
On[FE BE) e oot ) by
| USDA and stated:

|(b){6); (BHTHC)

oXex BXTIC) lwas known as[P®: O0IC)

around the USD Al(b)(ﬁ): {(OHTHC)
(DHBY, (DHTHG)

rb)@; ORTHE) observed[P¥6) PXNC) bn_several
occasions. Sometime in [P©®XNC  lohserved [PO! OHTHE)
|(b)(5)i (bHTHC) [USD Al{b)(ﬁ); {(b}THC)

During a visit at [PX® &€
|{b){6); (ONTHC)

purchased with USDA funds,P® ®(7C)
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b)(8Y, (bX7THC)

OXO-EXE) |4 not actually see office.
However,[PYE) |saw [PXE) OXTHC) USDAEWG? |
DY6, {b){?){C)l( l l S

AGENT’S NOTE:  Repeated attempts to locate and interview [oXEX EXTIC) |

were unsuccessful.

On rb){a)-' OXDE) |was interviewed (Exhibit 2) and stated:
E{}?;C was employed as a PYO) BT with the USDA
Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) in [OX6). (0X7HC) [and had been employed
with[P8), [for approximately[P®" ®XDC) [DuringfPl® kareer [P0 ONC) |
USDA[DE) BXTC) |
b}EY. (bHFHC) |
(BYE). OXTHC) |Government property while on official Government
time,|(b)(5): (bHTHE) |USDA|(b)(5); (b}THE) |
rb}(e}; B}THC) |using government property or facilities.

Sometime during the[PX6) CXNC) |at the request of [ ®XC) |
bHEBY. (PHFHC)
BYE), EXTIO) brovided[® OXC)
BYE), BRTIC) [In addition,P® ®XC)  [rovided
BYE), BXTIC) Fegarding where to
have [90), BXIC)
[eYE) BXNC) [believes|PXE) OXTHC) |inf0nnatiorz[‘(]b){5)i (BHTHC) provided to
|{b){6); BHTHG) When [PY6) BX7THC) }:onfronte (D)), (HTHCY |ab0ut this
?é;{%?i(g)i{%?cl)[b)(ﬁ): OXNC) _ [became agitated and upset. This incident ended [P€) ., |
' has never used©)6) ®XNC)
(o6} BX7TC) [The last time
[EYE). BXTHC) has never come to work /" OXC)
|(b}(6); {BHTHC) |0n Government property.

|(b)(6); (BHTHC)

X0 |was upset that [P/6) ON7XC)

|{b){6)'. (BHTHC)

[did

not realize it was rb)(ﬁ)i BITHE) |

AGENT’S NOTE:  Shortly after[P®interview with OIG, [PX® ©7)(€)
(DHBY. (DHTHC)

Reporting Agent (RA) compared [PX6) OXDE)

|pr0vided

PO BX7TICY [records maintained by the USDA National

Finance Center (NFC) (Exhibit 4). The comparison revealed that [©X8) ®)X7XC)

|(b}(6}'. {(b}THC) |NFC |(b)(6}; (BHTHC)




(b}E), (bHTHC)

information provided by[®® ®XC) land refute the information provided by|®®) ©XNE)

HY-0701-0029

Consequently, this comparison appears to support the

PROSECUTIVE DETERMINATION

This matter was not presented to the

bHE). (b7 HC)

United States Attorney’s Office

because the criminal allegations were unsubstantiated and the complainant lacked credibility.

£ % ok Kk ok %
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SYNQPSIS

This investigation was initiated after information was received from the General Services

Administration, Office of Inspector General (GSA-OIG), thatfb}(ﬁ)? ©)7HC)

|{b){6); bBTHE) |Food Safety and Inspection Services (FSIS), United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA), was using [P)X®)[Wright Express (WEX) government issued
fuel card to purchase gasoline fof2® ©XXC) Investigation disclosed

tha{?)0),, |did usg®@WEX fuel card to purchase gasoline fortb)(ﬁ)i (b)(T}(C)I

18 United States Code § 1001 —-FALSE STATEMENTS

18 United States Code § 641 — PUBLIC MONEY, PROPERTY OR RECORDS

B}6Y, OR7HC ) ) ;
On O OXTXE) the Reporting Agent (RA) was contacted by Special Agent (SA]}E%}?%'(C}

[P® BN TGSA-OIG, who provided the following information:

gA[MO OO is currently conducted an investigation referencing SA
[P OO eceived information from[P®F OO IGSA Loss Prevention, who
reviews GSA's WEX cards for potential fraud[P©r®0C)  forwarded information
regarding WEX card number PYOX OXINC) g SAPELOXNC)  Mye to the fact that the
o)), (XTXC) and the amount of gas purchased

wagPX6). }7)C) |SA|{b){5}i B} [determined that the WEX card in
question was issued (X6 ®XNC) |

SAPHO: OHNC) rovided a spreadshect showing the WEX card usage for card number

[DXEX BXTHC) [for the time periodl{b){e); OX7UC) kExhibit 1). A
review of the spreadsheet showgP®) fotal transactions [PX8) ®}7HC)
[o)E). BXNIC) [In addition©)6), Hetermined that the amount of
gasoline purchased[®X6: GXTXC) |
OnPHE: OXIXEY IFSIS, was interviewed and
provided the following information (Exhibit 2):
_ BYBY, EXTHC . [oYEy, BXTHC
E{{E?;N is the YO BXIXEY as contacted in YO) BRTNE)
by BXIC) [FSIS, regarding
suspicious transaction activity with respect to[PS: ~ povernment issued WEX fuel
card[®Xe). ®XNC) ladvised that these discrepancies totaled approximately
Oy [ Tuel charges[Pr®) GX7IC)
(b)(®). HITHC) [also advised that [PXer BXTHC)
|(b){5); |
oM ATIN]
On|(b)(6); Be |was interviewed by[28) |and|(b}{6); OXE) |via telephone to

discuss the suspicious activity on the fuel oard.|§E}£§}Lm |provided the explanation that a
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|{b)(5): {(B}THC) |
fuel card and used it forfP6F OXIHC) |

At the conclusion of the interview]ﬁ%{g{}m |provided a written statement (Exhibit 3) to
[1e) EIEY OO indicating [PXE) GXTHC)

BWTHCY and

T

BYE). OYINHCY fwho related [PXE) OXNE) lexplanation provided during the

interview and no further action was taken in this matter,

that had occurred on the card [0 ©C) fthen spoke withfP®: ®XNC) Japproximately[Ple)

o lvas interviewed by the RA and SAPY® ®XDC) hnd provided
the following in a signed sworn statement (Exhibit 4):

mlhas bcenEE%ﬁ?M ith FSIS Since|(b){6): {bXTHE) |is assignedl{b){a)" {b}THC)

|(b)(5); {O}THE) hut |(b)(6}; {b}THC)

(b)), (b}7HC)

Ep){ahs assigned |(b)(6}; {(bHTHC) |
|(b)(6); {(bX7HC) |is only permittcdfb){a}' (ONTHC) |

[BXE) BRI [When working [0 OX70) |
(YR ONINC) |5eg[PXOWEX fuel card to purchase fuel forfP0) OXNC)
(BYEY, BT lkeeps the WEX card PO O070)
[PXO) BXIXC) laccess to the card.
b)6 (b}B}, (bHTHC)

typically purchases gasoline
OB, OXTHC) is only authorized®®r ®NMIC)
(DXE). BHTHC) |£ neither required”® ®X7C) hor obligated [P0 ©XNC)
DY} when usingP®WEX card:

BY®Y, DXTNC DYEY, OHTHC .
|(b){6} (bHTHC) was questioned by{ HBY, (bXTX )| |( B}, (bHTHC) regarding the
unauthonzed charges 0n|(E}£§} |ae51gned WEX fuel card. |,E{§?Lp was shown a spreadsheet

documenting the charges in question and asked to explain them. After reviewing the

charges[PC hdvised[PXO)  Jand[®® ©X) |hatfPChad used the WEX fuel cardf2X@:
to fuel [P OXXO) ladvised them that l(b)(ﬁ)i (bX7HC} |unauthonzeci

charges onf?*®[WEX fue! card.

BYE
dmltted to the RA and SAP®ONC ko usingf?)S) WEX fuel card to purchase

fuel for[PX® ®TNIC) ktated thatfP"Chad used the card at
o368y, ©XNC) ladvised that
b)E). (PHTHC) believes that

[P purchased approximatelyP, . worth of gas{"X®: X

BYEY, ONTHC ] ‘ o
On (O10) OXE) the case was accepted for prosecution by Assistant United States

Attorney[PX6). OXTXC) |
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SYNOPSIS

. D .. [oY6), OYT)C
This investigation was conducted to determine if ()6), OXTXE)

(b)) OXTHC) hnderreported{2)%),[X9), [rop year
b)) OXTIC) Ihroduction to obtain crop disaster payments from the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA), Farm Service Agency (FSA) to which as not entitled. The
investigation showed that[*® ©X0©) intentionally failed to report[2X0) .~ [PX0)
crop year[P® ®©) broduction to FSA and falsified required records. Their actions

resulted in [PO). feceipt of over iy [in USDA crop disaster benefits[PX6). ~ [not
entitled to. :

BACKGROUND

Crop Disaster Programs

The USDA, FSA administers and manages farm commodity, credit, conservation,
disaster and loan programs as laid out by Congress through a network of federal, state,
and county offices. State and county offices directly administer FSA programs. These
offices certify farmers for farm programs and pay out farm subsidies and disaster
payments to those farmer producers qualified to receive the benefits.

The FSA offers farmer producers disaster aid to facilitate recovery from crop losses
caused by adverse weather related events. [P)®) ©X7)XC)

(0)(B}, (bKTHC)

bHB). bHTNC)
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The FSA [V @) helps the USDA [PF® O100)

BY0), GXIC
tm SAP® Be) |

b)6), G)THC) [FSA program[P%®) BI7IC) |
CREIGE)

b)), ®Y7IC) |by the USDA.

b}{E); (bH7XC)

(0)BY), (bX7NC)

Commercial Business

(bXBY, (PHTHT)
[EXE). ) |for production the following year. [2X®: ©X(©C) |
|(b)(6): {(b}THC) |Harvest in these
counties begins in[®©®: ®INE) depending upon the
weather. [26): OX)C) eason
production period.

[PXE). CXN(C) Janticipate all their production®®* ®©) |

[BYE1 ®X70C) [Factors such as[0'®: ©X)C)
(BYE). BXTIC)

|(b)(5); (BXTHC)

(bX9). llosses claimed by a farmer producer.

(0)(B); (b}THC)
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(D)), (b}7)C)

BY®), BX7IC)

b}(6}; (bH7XCY |iS a (0)(6): (L)FXC) that

(o)), (bX7NC) |is a|b)6). EXNC)|
(b)(4); ()B); (bUTHC)

](b)("r); (o)), (bXTHC) |

b)), ()0); OXTNC) Financing agreements
were made [P ©)E). B)7IC) related to rg_g—”Ei??Z} 6]

b}4). (P}8). (b}7HT)

DX DX, o) [with the intent of[JaL B0 |
(D)(4); (D)(B), (bHTHC) ez

()6}, (b}THC)

b)(6}; (b}(7
FSA personnel records showed thaf "® OX© l)vas a federal
employee. From [oX6) OX7IC) |served as[®©) ©N©) |
B¥6). BXTHC) |
DY) OITIC) [was compensated by the USDA, FSA for[o)o)_
(b)), BYTHC)
(bYE). BXTIC) [met
(X8 OXNC) [among other things; [P©): ®X7XC) [FSA[P® ®)X7NC)
within the county [PXEL ®XNE)_ |involving®1®): ®XNC) [and ensure that
RIS |and the[PX6) ©NC) hgency programs.

|(b)(6): ()7HC)

FSA farm program records showed

b}6}, (b)TXC)
(bX}B), (bXTHC) |m the i(b)(ﬁ)l (bXTXC) area
Od(b}{ﬁ): B}THC) Isubmitted |(b)(6)§ ()7XC) |
(bX}B), (bXTHC)
(B)E). BHTIHC) [stated thatlo)e), EINC) had
beenl(b)(ﬁ); B)THC) |5jnce |(b)(6)2 OXTHC) |
was approved for FSA program purposes[?/®F ®XN0) Jon[*/® &XNC) |
Based on the information submitted[®X©: etermined [P)6): ©)7)C) [as
[P)E) BXTIC) Wwith a maximun{®© OO fimit on
disaster payments.
(b)B). (bNTHE)
0 |
(D)6} ONTHC) [As a result of [0)6). OX7)C) n
(bXE). PUTHE) |detemlined|(b)(6); O)TNC)

[£X0).0XNE) [for payment limitation purposes (Exhibit 6).
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g%m) records showed that|(b)(6); OXne) }"’ asf Do bXre) |
b)) DITIC b)),
&), GIC) tof o [cTop-

DETAILS

(b)), (bXTHC)

b6}
Eb%%?%{C) CROP YEAR

FSA records showed that on[?®) ©XD(C) pbn
b)(6). (b)(7HC) |crop |(b)(6) {bX7TXC

therop Year Report of Acreage (ASCS-578) that
was planted on[®®) (b)(ﬁ) (B)TIC) FSA records showed that[PX®) |

[D)E), BXN(C) [was located ath)(6)1 o) land owned by the
|(b)(6); (bHTHC}
[EX6). OXNC) liled an[P9,.. [Farm Operating Plan (CCC-502U) to
FSA for thef?©). . program year on [PX6) GXNC) |
o101 XN lthat thd®XE) BXTIC) lFrom P,
The[P)O).__Jalso[P)4): ©)6). BX7NC) |from the
|

b4}, (b}E). (PH7HC)
(0)(4); (b6, (bHTHC)

lo FSA thatfoX® ®)6) GXNC)

Also on [PX6) GXNC)
[oX); ®B)E). BYTIC)
|(b)(4); {(b¥B): (bUTHC) }were p]antedl(b)(zl); D)E), OXTIC) Ifor crop year 52592”‘\

The investigation disclosed Ihatl( 16 OXNIC) |so] (0)0) OXTXC)

b)(B}. (bHTHT) |
b)), (BX7)(C) records were obtained from [PX6): OX7)XC) |
bJ6). ®X7XC) | These records included a crop year[®X6): ®X7XC) lsigned on
OWB). ONTIC) by |(b)(6): BITIC) |for fg{gg{
Ba), BYE). BITIC) flocated at[oX®) EXC) |

(0)(6): (bXTHC)

AGENT’S NOTE: None of the records obtained from
;dentified [P ®IEL BXDC)
(D}4Y. (b)B); (bUTHC)

o7 GBI hssued [ P0CT Lot the

crop year to[2©: OXXC) |was examined (Exhibit
15). This permit showed [P/ OX7)IC) [was [P)X6) OXNE)

|(b)(6) (bX7XC)

[EXE). XTXC) |application. The permit showed
where[b)e). BX7IC) |for the[D)S), . erop year.
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|(b)(4); (b)Y, (L}TNC) |

[BX4). ©)6). ©XTIC) |that was planted to[”© ®N©  This parcel was
located on®®" O] |of the permifP'®. ©16) GX7IC) |
(b}4}, (b}EY, (BUTHC) |planted 1o
[PXCLEXTIC)_[and located on[PH®: OXI©) of the permit was a[>)®)
parcel [/ ®XNC) [This parcel was also located on[®)X6) ®X(©)

(0)(6); (PHTHC) nd planted tof)®). ©G)}7)}C)

FALSE, FICTITIOUS OR FRAUDULENT CLAIMS - TITLE 18 U.S.C. § 287

b8} (b THC
A, [PHOOIE) PROGRAM CLAIM
On[F BT —applied forP_Foverage of itfiiec
Cmp year |{b)(6),’ (OHTHCY, (b}3):Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill) ISlgned |I32£f1,2 (b)(6)

DX4Y, (PXBY, (PHTHC), (b}3):Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill)

Onl(b)(ﬂl); {0XEY, (PHTHCY, (b)(3):Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Biit) |

(D}4), (B}, (PHTHCY, (b)3)Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill)

As a result Ofl(ﬂbizx(f); (X6}, (XTHC): (b)(3):Sect 1619 2008 (Farm |FSAI(D)(6): (LXTXC)

[©)©). OXDIC) [crop. [PX9).
et EITC) [onf® BT Jat the subject acreagd®® X0
[PY6). ®X7XC) lerop[©)©). _ ldocumented the information provided by[°PX6): ®X)(C)  kegarding

AT ATIRA

the acreagel(b)(4 {PHBY, (PHTHCY, (b)(3):Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill)

(DH4Y, (PHBY, (PHTHEC): (b)}3)Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill)

O BT fited 2l QLS
D)(4) BW6) BITHC) BY3)Sect 1610 2008 (Fanm Bl o A

FSA contracted[® ®X)C). ©)G)Sed 161 2008 (-am Bil) krop year
PE.Onc  jon[Pe)rBrc) |met
with[P)6): EXNE) |at the subject acreagelb)®) b)X7)C) lcrop.

(DHAY, (PXBY, (PHTHC), (b}3)Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill)
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(X6,

Minutes offjoic;  meeting held on[PP PXIC) khowed that [P® ©X7I0) |
(DH4}, (B, (PUTHC), (b)(3):Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill) |
DY4}, (PXBY, (PHTHCY, (b)}3):Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill) |Thesel(b)(6); ©X7T)C) |

(b}B): (bXTHC) [ showed thatrb)('ﬁl); (PIBY, (PITHC); (D)3} Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill) |
this date (Exhibit 21).

AGENT’S NOTE: [P BX/C) Jserved as[”” "

(D)B), (PHTKC); (p)(3):Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Biil)

|(b)(6); (ONTHC)
(0)BY), (b}THC)
b)8). (P}7HC)

[provided the following information regarding

|(b)(5); (bXTHC) |Stated in part:
I [PYEF BITIC) discovered thaf®® ®XNIC) |
b}BY). (bXTHC) |contacted
(b}(6}, (b}THC) to obtain
b)) B)7XC) [information for] 2/ CX7XC) for use ml(b)(6); DGO |
b}B}. (bXFHC) |
Qn|(b)(6); On© |received records viarb)(ﬁ)? (O)(7)C) |fr0m
(b}(6); (PXTHC) Evidence ofi(b)(ﬁ): (BX)TXC) |
(O)O) BXTNE) |thought[o)6) B)X7©C) |
(b}BY, (b}THC) |
infon'nedl(b)(ﬁ): (B}THC)
production|b)©). G}7)C) [This production information showed that
(b)4); (b)(6); (bTHC)

On |(b)(6); ©INE) lerified the accuracy of the production information
provided b (0)(B); (bXTHC) | Onl(b)(e); OYTIC)

confirmed that LYE), )TN

production information.

b}E}. (PY7XC)

(Exhibit 24)
stated in part:
|(b)(5); L)1) (o)) |
|(b)(6); (LNTHC) |
[(0)E); B)THC) [guessed that |)6): ©)N)C) |
b)6). PX)T)C)
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b)(6 |Sa]d|(b Y6), DI NC)

Ibutl(b)(ﬁ); (bX7XC) |

(b)(G ©)7THC)

|did not know to

whom |(b (). bITHC)

|( LY (5 (®)) |

Ep)(s |dem'ed having any knowledge |(b)(6); ONNC)

|(b)(6)‘ ©XTHC) |[0 FSA on I(b)(6): (XTXC)

| After reviewing a

copy of [P BIIC) et
[EI6). BXC) |
Knew that o7 BX7IC) |
[P®).  |FSAJPIE) [said [oX6). BY7IC) |
[B6). BT |
o0, 00) tated that[ore) OXIC)
YO} BITIC) Teaid thatPXo) OXIC)
BX6) BXIC)
(b}(6}. (b}THC) |lhe FSA. F }BY, (b}TXHC) thoughtl(b)(g); ONC)
[P0 OO [was that of[® OXNC)

bYE) OXTXC) |3id not recall|(b (6); (bXTXC) lregaxding .

b}E). (b7 )C)

information FSA[PX6) ®)7)C)

(DXO), OXTNC)  fhou hll( &) LYY, (eXTHC)

B)X8)._Tcrop year,[PY6) ®XNC)

bY0). () HC) b)(6)
)( F OXTC) | for th Emgwm rop year.

FSA based[?® ®XNC)

i b)(6); (bYTHC
Iprov1ded by( )6). ©)(7)(C)

[b)6); (b)7)(C} | On[®X6). B)NNC)

IFS Al(b)(4); (b)(6). (bX7XC)

(0}4Y, (bXB), (b)NTXC)

b}4). (P}B). PHTKC)

B)E). BXTIC) lrequiredf’® PITC)

|t0 report D)(6). (bX7)C)

b}(4). (PHB). PUTNC)

|production loss claim{P)X6),

B reporting[P/O). OIC)

|(b)(6): (BUTHC)

[falsified|P)6). krop loss

claim [P0 BXTIC)




B. [P BT ICLAIM

D)8},
bYTHC)

Exhibit 22) also stated the following regarding
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(0)(6). (L)(THC)

In b)E). ()7 )C)

Ier BXC) [for crop years|[P)®) OX7C) [ProducerfoX®) BXC)

required 1[0 OXIC)

|(b)(6); (bXTXC) |ﬁ]ed|(b)(4); ()6}, (L}THC), (b)(3):Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill) ror crop

yea@). BYE) BX(C). B)E)Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bl

AGENT’S NOTE: The |(b)(4); 03). OITNC). (bY3).Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill) |

|(b)(6); {o)THC): (0)(3):Sect 16

19 2008 (Farm Bill) |

On|(b)(4); (0)(6); (LHTHC)

Feviewed[P GOIOINC) |

(0)(4); (P)B); LXNTHC)

(o)}, (bXTHC)

lout 6 OXC)

on (0)(B); (bXTHC) | Thel(b)(fi); (OXTHC)

linformation FSA

()Y (bXTHC)

On |(b)(6): L) () (®)) IFS A[®)E) B)TIC)

b4}, (b}B). (bX7XC)

[0)4). (B)6E). (bXTHC)

|(b)(6); (bX7HC)

|On the

D)8},

[ATWATI A8

|day|(b)(4): (o)} (bXTHC)

b4, (b)Y, (bXTHC)

C. UNDEREPORTED[V® ®"©

[PRODUCTION

[P BXTIC) [FSA conducted [P OIIC)

|(b){6); (ONTHC)

|(b}{6).' (LHTHC) |cr0p yearl(b)(ﬁ): (bXTHC) }:

laim |(b)(6): (LXTXC)

The purposes of](b)(ﬁ): (EXTHC)

b}a). (PX7HC)
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On |(b)(6); (OXNTHC)

b)(6}); (b)THC
|the()()()( NC)

|(b)(6); (ONTHC)

|As a

result[o)6): )7NC)
contacted|(b)(6): {(b}THC)

[FSA,

|(b)(6); ONTIC)

bHEY; 1
|§h{§73 : m|]Jr0duc'uon data.

Onl

(0)(BY, (bXTHC)

mailed

FrequestedPY®) ®XNC)

b)(6).
bXFXC)

production totals for

(b)Y, (bX7)C) |

|(b)(6

L (DXTHE)

|(b)(6): (ONTHC)

b)(6),
Ifor thelﬁh%ﬁ?%((‘

crop year[P)©);

r\\|

[The production information showed that|

b)B). (bX7)(C)

|(b)(4)' (o)6); (PITHC)

for crop yearfo)4).

[This production total was com

|( HE), ()TNC)

pared with the records provided by
The comparison showed that

[(0)4); (b)), (LI )NC)

(0)(4), ()6, (bHTHC)

(b)6),
(ONTHC)

b)4); (0)(6); (PX7TXC)

crop year
Exhibit 22) stated in part:
OnfPI® OO visitedP'® PO FSA
Office 10 obtain a copy offP)X0). roduction|®)®): ©)7XC) hsked
(X0}, OXTHC) roduction information[P)®) C)X7)XC) |
(b)S). LXIHC) the production information[©)6): ©X7)(C) [in

b)8). (b}7NC)

()6}, (PITHC)

(X6}, (bXTHC)

D)(6).

[production information that

| At this meetmgl {h\m(laSked (b)(6); (LXTXC)

(
()Y (bXTHC)

On |(b)(6); (ONTHC)

Lalled0©

; (DXTHC)

left a voice message requesting crop vear|®®): ibroduction information for

(0)(B); (bITHC)

lalso

(0)(6); (eXTHC)

Irequest[PY6) OXTXC)

(0)(B); (bUTHC)

[production for 16

). (B)7XC)

b)E). PUTNHC)

|On |(b)(6): O)THC)

received[0)©).

b)8). {(PX7)C)

mformatlonl(b)(fi); GE)

(b}B), (b}THC)

|0n|(b)(6): (OXTXHC)

(Exhibit 24) stated in part:

P67 ®BX7C) |send

[0)Y6): XTX(C)

dated[P® IO

acknowledged

receiving{P¥e) ()

0C)

I(b)(ﬁ); (OXTHC)

nfo}E): (bY7)C) ave
BY©), BTN 1[R)X6).
Imirespond (0)(6). BX7XC)  [told b))

|(b){6); oIN(C)

10
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D. UNDISCLOSED CROP YEARP®: ©X)XC) PRODUCTION

1. [(PX4) (BXB). (P} NC)

BYE), BYC) broduction records for [P EX0C) bbtained
from[P)X®): G)X7)XC) or crop year[?’®):_ [These records showed that{**®" (b)m(c)l

lcrop year[©)6) ©XDC) production[?®) ®X7C) |

(b)B), (b}THC)
()Y, (bITHC)

claimed to the FSA.

BYE), BT
YO). (B)TXC) records. These records showed

Schedules were prepared from
b)), (p)B), (bXTHC}

BYE), DYTIC)
DY), OXTIC) [obtained [PYO). ©)X7)C) [These records
showed that[PX®. ®)X6). BXNT) |
o). BXe) BXTIC)

b)(4); (oX6); {b)7NC)

2.

[16). BXNC) |disclosed thatfP®. X6, BXTIC) |
[BY®). ©)E), BXIC) |

Between[P®: OO |
B, BIO), OXNC)

ll(b)(fi); {O)TIC) |0btain ed fro (b)B). LXTHC)

byB}, .
}b%?%‘(C) production records fo
These records showed thaf®®: ©)6) GXN(C)
[o)4). ®)E). B)T)C) |A schedule was prepared that showed[P)X©) ©X7XC)
[0YE) ©XTIC) rop yeaf®i6). ©XNC) |
[oXE). ®XTXC) [Exhibit 38) stated in part:
B)E). BXTIC) |s2id[P® BNC) |

b)B). (bH7HC) |1o]d|(b)(6): (OXTHC)
b}8}. (b}7XC)

B)6). BXIIO) lso1dPI)
(D) IWAT(MA)
©)6). PXNC) fid not know[PIe) EX7YC)
BY). BXIIC) |

I
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(b}(4}, (o)), (bXTHC)

3.

(0}(4); (b)), (bXTHC)

. 5}6) OYC
(bX6). ~ [production records for>©® OXNE) lwere obtained from |( Y0 ©XDEC) ’_l
56 D) These records showed that[2®*" ©/©) D)
|{b (6): (ONTHC) | A schedule was

prepared that showed|>® ©X7(©)
[BYE). BITICy |

|(b){6); (OXTHC) |
I(b)(ﬁ); (BNTHC) |stated in part:

b}8); (bX7)C) |

b}8). (b7 NC) [said [P)6); (0)7)C)

b}B). (bX7)C) |knve )(6); X7XC) |_,
)
)

BY6) OXNC)  [also knew[PI®): OXN0) |
BYG). BN7IC) |sent to

(D)6, DYT)C) [did not know|[PX® ©®X7)XC) |
(B0 BITC) fonlyP®r OO |
[oIE) GITIC) |

[IE BITHC) ] a1 d[I0). BXDC) |

[BYEY BXTC) [said the

[BIE) GXTIC) [knows[PIe) BX7IC) |
BY0). EXIC)

4, |(b)(6); (b}THC) |
In addition tofPX6) OXNC) |
[16). 0X)C) [also showed [P BI6) OXIO) |
(D)8}, (bTHC) production records for
B, OXDC) lobtained P10 BXIC) [These records showed that[P®) BXNC) |
(bX4}; (b}(B}; (bHTHC) |A schedule
was prepared from these records that showed|(b)(6)? ©XNC) |for crop

year [PY6), OXTXC)

12
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OXLOXTNC) |y as re-interviewed on[~©" @€ 1Exhibit 42) and stated in part:

[BYET BI7C) JintroducedP®, ]

5Y6). BXTIC) Kaid oo BIc) |
BE) BT I
b6}, KoX}4); (b)(6); (LYTHC

o0, Ipresented[* - ®X0 BXTE) |

b}{4). (bXB). (P}7)C) |
(0)(6); (bXTHC)

(0)(6); (PHTHC) ]kneM (bX6). (eX7XC)

b}E). (b}7NC)

(03B, DRTNC). (D)3)5ect 1610 2008 (Farm Billy

FSA records showed tha
(DYBY. (D)7 NG, (D)3} Sect 1610 2008 (Fanm Bill)

(DB}, (PHTHC), (}3):Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill)

D). BXNC) [Their records did not show[?® @0 PXIC)

b}4). (b}8). (PI7HC)

DX, KExhibit 22) stated in part:

0. Torovided(Rlc bopy of 0 O |
(0)B). (LUTHC) lnoticed that the production totals were
(bXBY, (D}THC)
(b}BY. (DHTHT) |product10n
information showed that[2X6) ©X7)(C) |
|(b)(5); {(bXTHC) |
|(b)(6); (bUTHC) Irequiredrb)(ﬁ)l (bXTHC) |
OE). BX7XC)_fyroduction. including any productionf®© ®XNC)
bYE), O)7HC) FeceivedP® @€
(bXB). (DHTHT) |
(D)6}, (bUTHC) |product10n|(b)(6): (b}TXC) |

13
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FALSE STATEMENTS To|” “"7®
b}(6). (b)THC)

(D)6, (bXTHC)

A.
EE{E%N lExh)bn 22) provided information regardmgr (bXTXC) |
b)), BXTIC) istated in part:
[ BXC) lwas approved[®/®) ©XNC) |
[b)6), BYTHCY bn|PX6): GXN)C) |

b}E}. (bX7XC) |
(0)(B); (pNTHC) |was not aware that
|(b)(6): (ONTHC) |
|(b)(6); ) )(®)) |FSA.

BYE). BXC)  |records searchfP®): ®XNC) lshowed that the
BYE). BT

FSA regulations statel(b (6): LITHC) |
was conblderecﬂ(b)(_6  OXTHE) |
The net effectf” > ) |
[(D}8}. (P)THC) |

[, for crop year oo fo whichPJo) - were not entitled.

|(b)(6)' BITHC) |t0 FSA Orl|(b)(6); OX7XC) |that
approx1matel)]‘b)(6 BN |for crop
year[P)8),_ when in fact[PX®) ©XD(C) [

INTERVIEW Oﬂ(b)(ﬁ): (OXNTHC) |

|(b)(6): OXTHC) |

b)Y, (PXT)C) |was ,memewedr ) 0)N7XC) |located at
B)(6). PXTHC) |stated 1n part:

I8 ]had been®©: ©NC)

bY6): (DXTIC) |also had been[P)6): ®X7)C) [the FSA
5Y0); BX7IC) |

BYE), BXTHC) D lto attend[P/®) OXNC)  Imeetings. At |
these meeting ‘

bXE). (bX7HC) |

b)B). (XTHC) |did not know it made a
difference to FSA[PI®) O)XNIC) |

14
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Inl(b)("r)i (B)B). LXTHC) |
|(b)(4); (b)(B); (bXTHC) |d1d notl(b)(G)l ©O)7XC) |
|(b)(6)§ (B}THC) |ln|§E\§-6/\1m |
[©)6). LXNC) production loss on[2%), .. krop[P)6) kaid all the
information contained|)©): CX7C) |
0XO) . on the document.

FSA sentfpaoy [notification advising{?’® ®X©C) production information
bY6). OXN(C) [obtained®©® broduction information
bXB}; (b)7XC) |FSA” (b)6). (P)THC)
the production information[PX6) ©X7XC) |gave|®6) OXNC) |

production information, in addition to["® ®XC) " Jthe USDA.

DO BN kaid [PIET X0 production tofPX6) BITIC) |
0)6|could not remember|(b ©), LXNIC) |was shown
BY6), DYTC) but could not recallfo)® ®XN€)  hiso did not
recallfp6): BXNC) [FSA.[P6)]did not know[PX®) ®XNC) |
[PYE). DY) |
D16 [stated thatlPIe) ©X1C) |
PIE). BITO) | ~
)i not reca T o[ TTOTTTJugs shown

| AR lcovering Crop Year[?/©): ©XN(C) erified
BY6), XTIC) |sai<|;'|(b"6)? O)7XC) Imcl)vn
information[>X) ©X7XC) knew[P®) GINC) |
all the production information but “‘felt[)6): ®)7)C)
(b)(6). B)TNC) fid not know what effect the

DY6), OXTHC) |
BY6) BXICT Juwas asked [P0 OXN0) |said [V OO saig
b)(6), X)) |
BYE), PXIC) [verified [o)6), bXN0) I
BYE), DXNC) did not know|P/® GX7IC) |

b)8). {(PX7)C) |

No more information was provided by[?/©) ®X(C) linterview was
terminated at{® request.

On I(b)(G); (bITHC) b)(®); ()T)C)

that date (Exhibit 47).

|resigned ffective on

15
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(b)(B). (bX7)C)

This investigation was discussed with an Assistant United States Attorney,
|(b)(6); ®}IT) |who requested a copy of this report for
prosecution consideration.

* ok ok %k %

16



United States Department of Agriculture

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL-INVESTIGATIONS
U S DA Western Region

a Oakland, California

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

(b}E); (bHTHC)
FILE NUMBER: SF-0801-0724 DATE:

TITLE: [°/6: (bHTHCY

CASE TYPE: False Statements

b)EY, (bX7HC)
SPECIAL AGENT:

b}8)

APPROVED BY:

“LORI CHAN
Special Agent-in-Charge

Distribution:
1-Director, Law Enforcement and Investigations, FS

1-Michael Loudermilk, Assistant Special Agent-in-Charge, Law Enforcement and
Investigations, [PX¢H OXDE) |[Fs}|ﬁ(6}; OHIHC) |
1-AIG for Investigations, OIG

1-File

This document is for OFFICIAL USE ONLY. It and its contents are
not to be distributed outside your agency, nor duplicated, without
prior clearance from the Office of Inspector General, USDA.




SF-0801-0724

SYNOPSIS

This investipation was conducted to determine if |(b){6)" ENTHC)
[PYE). BXIHC) [Forest Service (FS)P) OXIC) |
[0)6).  |[United States Department of Agriculture {USDA) YO ©XDIC)
|(b)(5); {LHTHC)

Ifb)(ﬁ): (OHTHC) |FS, USDAFB){G}; (BHTHC) |

On[PXEr BXTIC) |
[oXer. BXTIC) o The process 00 ©IIC) |
b)), OXTXC)

B)E), GXTYC) | The United States Attorney’s
Office in the District of[P*®declined prosecution of this investigation.

UNLAWFUL ACTS — 18 U.S.C. § 922(a}(6)
MAKES OR USES ANY FALSE WRITING OR DOCUMENT KNOWING THE
SAME TO CONTAIN ANY MATERIALLY FALSE, FICTITIOUS, OR
FRAUDULENT STATEMENT OR ENTRY- 18 U.S.C. § 1001

On [PHE: BHIHC)

reporting agent (RA) was contacted by[PX€) ®X7XC) |

[EX6) BTG |Law
Enforcement and Tnvestigations, FS, [PXE) (B}7HC) [regarding[P). . hlleged

b)B); L}THC} ecame aware of the

PHGY, (BHIHC) |FS |(b)(5); (b}THC) |
subsequently calledP)9) | hnd received confirmation that[PX8) CX7XC)

I(b){ﬁ); (BHTHC)

On |(b)(5); (bHTHC) tR.A andl{b)(ﬁ); {(bHTHC) |interviewed|(b){6); ONTHE)
|(b)(6); {bHNIC) [provided RA with a copy
of Form|(b)(6): (B}THE) |The form had [(PX6): BXNG) |
|(b){6): (Bb}THE) konfirmed
Thatfee) CIC) | was
|(b){6): {b)THC) KEXhibit 2).
RA and [PXr OXTNC) |interviewedtm§§3}m |0n (E) OXHO) vas advised of
= dministrative warnings and provided the following information (Exhibit 3):
bX6} -
b%@ cknowledged that|{b)(6)‘ ONTHC) _ _
knew that [P0 X0 [P s a0,

(b6}, (b}7HC)

RA telephonically interviewed oy, fon["" @O

following information (Exhibit 4):

[ad]

provided the

g% ]
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|§E¥§Lm |ackn0wledged thall(b}(e}; OXC) |knew
that jnl{b}{ﬁ); {O}THE) |
that you could not[PX6) BXIHC) [assumed
that this was the same requirement in [b){ﬁ} |clalmed that Wld not know
about the lega nd did not think about bossible admin 5

still had thel®® Ty
|(b){6); OY7HCY |

Onl(b)(s); BXTHCY Ithis case was presented to an Assistant United States Attorney, District
of[?)S), [who declined to prosecute. No further investigation is anticipated.

* k% k%

L
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SYNOPIS

This investigation was conducted to determine whetherfb){e); OUDIE)
[2X6) OXNIC) United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)[P/®: ®X7XC) |

|(b)(5): {(DHTHE)
[PXE) OXTHC) [viewed child pornography (CP) onPX®)._ “hssigned computer [25) |

confessed to viewing adult pornography and|(b){6); {BITHC) |
CX6hassigned computer.

BACKGROUND

On X6 OXNC) lhe USDA, Office of the Chief Information Officer (OCIO),

Agriculture Security Operations Center (ASOC) notified the USDA, Office of Inspector

General/Investigations (USDA-OIG) that while conducting USDA network monitoring, it
{8},

was discovered that[”) ay have been viewing CP. ASOC |(b)(7)(E)
(b} THE)

LI7HE) |the agency (agencies are offices under USDA, such as[PX6:_ [DX6X0XNE) |
(DX7XE)

The ASQC [PX6) BXNC) BXT)E) |

0,00 pomography from P O |
b}E}, (B}THT)

L)), BYTHC) |ASOC also noted that the user
|(b)'[5); {(PHTHC) |

At approximately (D}EY, (bHTHE) |0n|(b){6); (DHTHCY, (PHTHE}
(b)B), (bUTHE), (XTHE)

ASOC provided a log of IP addressl{b){ﬁ}" bxne) |
|(b){5); {(bHTHC) |

Upon receipt of the referral from ASOC, USDA-OIG coordinated withl(b){ﬁ)" (b){?}(C)l

|(b){5); (bHTHC)

(X6} OXTHC) |was able to determine that TP addresg®® ®X7XC)  [belonged to
a computer assigned to[2€:_  |and[?XC) ©NE)

D), BN |identified the computer as[?X® ®©)
BYE), BXDC)
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It should be noted that ASOC previously [PX6): ®X7C) |
|{b)(5); {bHTHC) |
O [USDA-OIG oL o0 |
(5)5), BYB). BXTIC) however, [P0 BIT) |

[BX8),_JASOCP®) GITiC) |

It was determined that USDA employees, contractors, partners, interns, and volunteers
complete mandatory annual information security awareness training. This fraining is
delivered through AgLearn, an online training database. For fiscal years|>®: ®0(C)

this training was titled 1o)}6) bX7HC)

(b)), (bHTHC)

It was further determined that whenemployees log on to their assigned U.S.
Government computer, they receive and acknowledge the following warning: You are
accessing a US Government information system, which includes (1) this computer, (2)
this computer network, (3} all computers connected to this network, and (4) all devices
and storage media attached to this network or to a computer on this network. This
information svstem is provided for U.S. Government —authorized use only.

Unauthorized or improper use of this system may result in disciplinary action, as well as
civil and criminal penalties. By using this information system, you understand and
consent to the following:, * You have no reasonable expectation of privacy regarding any
communications or data transiting or stored on this information system. At any time, the
government may for any lawful government purpose monitor, intercept, search and seize
any communication or data transiting or stored on this information system. Any
communications or data fransiting or stored on this information system may be disclosed
or used for any lawful government purpose, *your consent is final and irrevocable, vou
may not rely on any statements or informal policies purporting to provide yvou with any
expectation of privacy regarding communications on this system, whether oral or written
bv your supervisor or any other official, except USDA s Chief Information Officer., * E{f%
Notification: |(b){6)? ©XTHE)

|(b)(5); (b}THC) |

18 U.S.C. § 2252A(a)(5)B) POSSESSION OF CHILD PORNOGRAPHY

The websites that were listed on the internet activity log of IP address Fb)@; (XTHE) |fr0m

|{b}{6) OX7HC) lwere reviewed b
Special Agent (SA)EXE) OX7HC) |Federa1 Bureau of Investigation (FBI),2X%) ., |
(0)E). |According to SA[PYEL®XTXC) the images in question were not considered CP per

Feclera] criminal guidelines, but rather[2)6) OHNC) |
DB}, (DHTHC}
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Between |(b){6)" ©X7THC) |pursuant to the authority derived
from the Inspector General Act and Department policy, special agents with USDA-OIG
and the FBI attempted to conduct a forensic examination of ssigned
computer at ERJ{—G;LP\ ffice (Exhibit 1). An examination of the hard drive for Machine
Serial Number |;b)(6}? ©XTHC) |was unable to be accomplished at the worksite. The

Reporting Agent (RA) seized the hard drive and subsequently turned it over to the FBI
for further examination.

A subsequent review of the hard drive by the FBI did not reveal CP.

OnP® O] |5A [PEEXNC) |USD A-OIG, SA
XTI Jand SA [P1O) PXINC) [FBL, interviewed[oo) BXITC)

bHE). (PHTKC)

confessed to viewing adult pornography and searching for images

assigned computer.

The facts of this investigation are known to an Assistant United States Attorney (AUSA).
The AUSA declined to prosecute the matter based on the fact that no evidence of CP was
discovered. This matter was not referred to the [P/©) ©E) District Attorney’s office
due to the same reason this matter was declined by the AUSA.

Kok ook kR
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SYNOPSIS

This investigation was conducted to determine if |(b)(6); OXNE) |
[BXE). BXNO) |Farm Service Agency (FSA), United States

Department of Apgriculture (USDA),[(}6). ©)X(7)(C)

I(b)(ﬁ), (b)}7IC)

tb)(ﬁ); {b)}7}C) |
(®). b}THC)

The _investigation disclosed that froml(b)
FWS)’ ®XTC) lexceeded |§.b)(6 lauthority and

intentionally made theseb)(©). O)}7)(C)
0)(6); (b)THC)

[BX®). _ ladmitted thaf®®fntentionally approved and processed [?©) ©X(C)
|(b)(6); b} 7)C) |

BACKGROUND

(b)), (bX7HC)
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WIRE FRAUD - 18 U.S.C. § 1343
MAIL FRAUD-18 U.S.C, § 1341

o) BT |FSA,
said (Exhibit 1): .
In order to determine if(~© ©©) |FSA first
prepared I(b)(ﬁ); {(bX7XC) |
Then, FSA checked to see if[0)6) B)7)C) [Once these two
steps were completed {0)6). O)7)(C) |
|(b)(6); (b)7)C) |
b)E), OXT)C b)(6):
In[0X0) BXDC) - — —FsA, 0ld[PE |
that©®). X7)(C) 1o contact [©/©): ®ITICY. B)CE)Sect 1619 2008 (Farm B
b)(6); BX7XC); (B)3)Sect 1679 2008 (Farm Bill)
b)(E). BXTNC). BX3)Sect 1619 Tg come inta the FSA office[2)0); (B)7XC), BX3)Sect 1619 2008

2008 (Farm Biih)

At that time, FSA[P)©): ©)X1)(C) |
[oXE) ®XTIC) |
On[PO), BINC). ©)3)Sect 16192008 |y 4[OXEL BXNC) ofENE), BYIICT Freview [PXE1 OXTIO)|
fo)6); B)7HC): ©B)(3) Sect 1619 2008 (arm Bill kold.(b)(a)lhat
[oXEY ®XTIC) [le for the day. :

b)(6), (bX7HC) ew that |(b)(6); (b)THC); (0)(3):Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill) |
'(b)(G); {b}7XC) |and|(b)(6); (BYTHCY, (pX3):Sect 1619 2008 {Farm Bill) |

[RXC). DXIXC). ©)F) Sect [BYG). BXNIC) |
told|()X6). (OX7XC) |
l(b)(G); (bX7XC) [told[®)€).  [would not
“be|b)6). (0)(7)C) |
|(b)(6); {bX7XC) | )

B8 B Jeompleted[® OC  reviewP®: BXIC) mm&d“l

b)(@). (bX7)C)

bYE). ®)(7IC) | After being entered
nto the system0)6). 0)7)C) |
[BE) BN ]

B8, JtoldP'C o[ OX7IC)

also told[®)6fto tel[[b)6): )7T)(C) [FSA, to
sign them®)6). ®)X7)C)
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Onl(

btru_)(?); ®)(7)(C). b)(3) Sect 1619 2008 |t01d|}22§§;3}m Fhaﬂ(

0B, Jwanted”®Jto sign off on the

DY), (D)7 )C). (0)(3) Sect 1610 2008 (Farm Billy

|(b)(6)";" BY(7YC) [was aot in the FSA office on[P)®). BXNC) B

[PX) . Jsaid (Exhibit 2):

OrfPIE) BINC) |hand

(0)(6); (P)THT)

b6 b6},
hﬂd tol N hat hg?zrm

[®®) BN

D)(B).
bYTNC)

[0)E [thaf®)) Jvould not sign[*X©) O]

YAy

[to
|m|d|(b)(6); {(B}THC) |that

|(b)(6)1 (b}7XC) |to sign them.

b)), (bXTHC
On )B). (b)7)C)

retumed

(0)(6).

OXTHC)

why|(b)(6). (LX7)(C)

pame [2©- O |and inquired as to
linformed[©). . that [P BT

signed them. Later that day,[P)6[observed that|(®)X6). G}7)C)

and signed[PY®), ©XNC)

That day after wark JO)©): ©X7N)(C)

FSA, contacted |(b)(6); {(bX7XC)

|[FSA. They informed |06} OX7THC) |

|(b)(6); {(bX7XC)

aid (Exhibit 3):

Onl(b)(e); bXTHC) |whileEix Iwas in the FSA State Office Y6 ®XC)

contacted by|©®)6) ©X7)C)

[told[0) thafDl2),., pvas

b)}8); (bX7)C)

lhad ordered [06) OXNC) ]

b}6). (bX7)C)

B0 OXNC) eertify and sigqo®)

©XTHC)

o kbl sefused o signP P |
b)(6), OXDC) |A frer0)E JreFused [P1E) BT Bnd
signed thd(b (6). (D)THC) |

(0XO). _ tried to contact[?)©): . lthat day[®)©) ©X7XC) |not to do
anything [P)©): ©)X7)C) [to]d[o)E ontactb)®). in the moming.

o b)(6). (b}7XC) returnied b)(B), (b}7HC) asked|(b)(6)' G |

been issued|P)6). OX7)C)

|(P)(6kpeciﬁca[]y asked |(b)(6); (O}7UC); (b}3):Sect 1619 2008 {Farm Biil}

b}B), (bX7)C), (b)(3).Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill)

b}B), (bX7)C), (b)3).Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill)

|told[*X© [that none of the

|(b)(6); (b)}7XC)
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D)XE). _ lound out infPE) XTIC) hat > O yas instructed by|>© ©NC)

|
[the day after|0)6). |

b)(B). (bX7)(C)

(b)6). O)7XC) |completed the[0)©): GXTIC)

)8, ®XNIC) Imstmcungrb)(ﬁ DGO [that
3P0 BNO) — ~Twere issued[PX0) XN |
on [P O] oilefe) was>"® PO

OXELONO) 1 said (Exhibit 4):
- D)), YT HC
0XE). . bisked®™Cko procesg”® ® |
D)(6). GY7)C) [and Tater [PY0).
b)), BXN)C) ald[P6lto process[PI®) BXNC)
D)B), (DN7)(C), (D)(3) Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill) |
listed on FSA documents[)®). O)7)(C). b)) Sect 1610 2006 (Farm [ This would maKe it appear
|(b)(6): (bX7HC) |
. T _ BYE|,,. _[BYE) BXTIC)
DX askect(h{fvzkm LHhYI(b)(G)'(b)m(C) hf-"ld g; . the
(b)B), (b)THC) | . e
(b)Y, (b}THC) said (Exhibit 5):
I[b)(ﬁ); (bX7XC) |
- - B), ON7N)C - - -
DO, ]did not meet thel®: ©X7©) [told[C}S).  [and[C}S), . [thatf®XS) |
id not qualify[P)6) ©X7)C) old[DIE). BITIC)
[EY6). BX7)C). B)(3) Sect 1619 2008 (Fam Bil) [made a note of this in the{l)C,_[ile. The
rotefPXC fmade to the file For[DI0) LX7IC) DX Sedl 1079 200 |
D)0, -
P . kot ®NCT Jyas going 1f®0 OXIC) |
told gb)(6 gl b)(®). (bX7XC)
[©XE): BXTXO) [FSA (Exhibit 6) provided documents and
said (Exhibit 6):
In[PE BXNC)  |was assigned tg®©: ©NC) ICounty FSA Office.
] 1 iew| b)(6); (0)(6) ques! 1 aboutl(o)(s); {bHTHC)
bX6). (bNTXC) |State FSA Office [0)6). ®X7XC) _[old[b)6) BYTIC)

did not mee i D)(); (0)(7)(C) D5 ot the
time of this [P/©) ®X)C)

0T BT onducted[® XN |

l(b)(ﬁ); (bX7XC)
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[0)E): | b}6}; (b)7XC)
Eha.E??.}m noted that|(

()6}, (B)THC)

During thel26). _ lreviewf®®: ©XNC) kelected for review.

(b)Y, (b}7C)

0)E).  [TheP)XO).  lissues were related tof®®) ©XD(C)

IEb}(S); {b}THC) |documents and
D)6), XTHC) [reported on their FSA documents;[P)®): G)(7)(C)
[(0)EY); (bXTHC) |
- : 5Y6), BNTIC
(X6 OXTYC) FSA procedure and disregarded FSA ) OXTXC)
as a result made the following|b)6). ©)(7)C) |

(DHBY, (PHTHCY, (b)(3):Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill)

On l(b)(ﬁ); (EHTHCY, (b)3}ySect 1619 2008 (Famm Bili)
(DHBY, (PRTHCY, (0H3)Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill)

Aﬁerfb)(ﬁ}; {O}TKC) found copies of written
Y6, O)7)C), (OX3) Sect 1610 2008 (Farm Bil) |

(DHEY, (PHTHEC), (bH3):Sect 16189 2008 (Farm Bill)

(D}BY, (PHTHC), (bY3):Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Biil)

In addition, |(b)(6); ©XN(C)
b}8). (P}7XC)
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(D)6}, (LHTHCY, (0)}3):Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill)

BYB). OX7C). B)3) Sect 1610 2008 (Farm Bl

The ()6}, (LNTHC)

as reviewed and when the

b}B): (b}7)C) |it was determined there was{)©); ©)7)(C)

(0)(©}: (L)THC)

(016). DRTHC). (DN3).Sect 1610 2008 (Farmm Billy

(DIB). DITHG). (DN3)5ect 1610 2008 (Farm Billy

|(b)(6); (ONTHC)

JUSDA,

|(b)(6)‘. HUTHC) provided documents and said (Exhibit 18):

()6}, (bUTHC)

bYB). (D)7 HG), (0)(3) Sect 1618 2008 (Farm Bill)

BXE)._ (Exhibit 21) provided the following information:

o was nofP'®) V10

b)(6), (L}7}C) fid it on[®© pwn accord[P)®). knew at the time that

b)B); (bX7HC)
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