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USDA OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL
sl United States Department of Agriculture

September 12, 2023

Subject: Log No. 22-00074

This letter responds to the January 20, 2022, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)! appeal to the
Office of Inspector General (OIG) at the Department of Agriculture (USDA). On appeal,
Inspector General Fong granted a portion of your appeal and remanded your request to FOIA
staff for further processing. FOIA staff received the remanded request on March 1, 2022, and
assigned it FOIA Log No. 22-00074. You requested copies of the final report, report of
investigation (ROI), closing report, closing memo, closing letter, referral memo, referral letter
and any other conclusory document regarding the USDA OIG investigations listed in your
request.

We are enclosing 62 pages of responsive records. Pursuant to FOIA, certain information has been
redacted and withheld as it is exempt from release. Specifically, in accordance with

5U.S.C. § 552(b)(6) and (b)(7)(C), the names, signatures, initials, and other identifying information
of individuals were withheld because release of this information could reasonably be expected to
constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. Exemption 6 protects information about
individuals in personnel and medical files and similar files when the disclosure of such information
would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. Exemption 7(C) is limited to
information compiled for law enforcement purposes, and protects personal information when
disclosure could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.
Information which was provided by an agricultural producer or owner of agricultural land in order to
participate in a USDA program was withheld under 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(3). Finally, content pertaining
to the attorney-client privilege was withheld pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(5).

We have enclosed an explanatory sheet of FOIA exemption explanations. Please be advised that
we have considered the foreseeable harm standard when reviewing records and applying FOIA
exemptions.

You have the right to appeal this decision by writing to the Inspector General, U.S. Department
of Agriculture, 1400 Independence Avenue SW., Whitten Building, Suite 441-E,

Washington, D.C. 20250-2308. Appeals must be postmarked or transmitted by email no later
than 90 calendar days from the date of the adverse determination. The outside of the envelope
should be clearly marked “FOIA APPEAL.”

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and
national security records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S.C. 552(¢)
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(2006 & Supp. IV 2010). This response is limited to those records that are subject to the
requirements of the FOIA. This is a standard notification that is given to all our requesters and
should not be taken as an indication that excluded records do, or do not, exist.

You have the right to seek the assistance of the OIG FOIA Public Liaison. You can also seek
dispute resolution services from the OIG FOIA Public Liaison or the Office of Government
Information Services (OGIS).

As part of the 2007 FOIA amendments, OGIS was created to offer mediation services to resolve
disputes between FOIA requesters and Federal agencies as a non-exclusive alternative to
litigation. Using OGIS’ services does not affect your right to pursue litigation. If you are
requesting access to your own records (which is considered a Privacy Act request), you should
know that OGIS does not have the authority to handle requests made under the Privacy Act of
1974.

You may contact OGIS in any of the following ways:

Office of Government Information Services
National Archives and Records Administration
{OGIS} 8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Phone: (202) 741-5770

Fax: (202) 741-5769

Toll-free: 1-877-684-6448

E-mail: ogis@nara.gov

Web: https://ogis.archives.gov

For information about OIG, please refer to our Web site at http://www.usda.gov/oig/. Should

you have any questions or need additional information, please feel free to contact our office at
(202) 720-5677.

Sincerely,

Digitally signed by
ALISON ALISON DECKER

Date: 2023.09.12
DEC KER 12:26:02 -04'00"

Alison Decker
Assistant Counsel

Enclosures: Exemptions sheet/documents
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SYNOPSIS

This investigation was conducted to determine iffb)(s); OIS
)6). ©)7)(C) violated the
Animal Welfare Act (AWA) by exhibifing animals without a license and provided false
information on[”® JUS Department of Agriculture (USDA) Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service (APHIS) applications for a license. The investi eation found that

E)(‘”? ®)(7AC) l:xhlblted animals without a license on 0)6). ®(N)(C) filed false
statements on annlications for APHIS licenses[)6): (®)7)C)
0)6). (X7)(C) [X6): ®©XN(C)  Henied nrovidin o false information onf)®)]

APHIS app]icationsj(b)(s); ®)7)(C)

BACKGROUND
This case began after the U.S. Attorney’s Office, 27(6) ©)X7XC) requested that the
USDA Office of the Inspector General investigate?© ®X©)  ketivities following their
receipt of a letter from the USDA Office of the General Counsel (OGC) alleging
violations of the AWA bvI)6). (b)(7)(C) land the animalsi®)®exhibits as
B)GY. )7 )(C) [are Tocated in[®)6). GXC)
b)(®). (b)(7)(C) s located in [P)6). ®)(7)C)  Rll ot which are located in the |(b)(6) b)(?)(C)

b)(6); (bX7)(C)

FALSE STATEMENTS — 18 U.S.C. 1001
MAIL FRAUD -18 U.S.C. 1341

A review of records maintained bv APHIS showed thatl®® ®7C) 445 the owner of

record for [D)©: ®)X7)C) 10nI®)0). Irederal
lications |§b)(6) b)7)C). ®)3)Sect 1619 [APHISID®): ®NC);, B)3)Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill)

[ Carm RN

hggz( Exhibits 1-7)fp)6). G)7)(C). ®)3) Sect 1679 2008 (Farm Bill ]

b)(6); (b)(7)(C); (b)(3):Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill)

b)6). ®)7)C); B)3) Sec 1619 2008 (Fam [ Exhibit 8)J01), PXVIC) BXA)Sect 167 [ Exhibit 700
F‘fs) B)X7)(C); B)3):Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill)

b)(©); (B)(7)(C) Isent a letter dated|‘b)(6)? ®)(7)C) ]vi 5 fassinsleto gg)(lg; é?:)r(" i(éfq 2 h
b)(6); (0)(7)(C); (b)(3) Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill) APHIS, USDA, statin

that|©)(6), ®)(7)(C), ©)(3) Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill)
D)6, . Exhibit 9). These forms are pre printed by APHIS and sent to [D)6) ©()©).

[0)(6); (b)(7)(C); (b)(3):Sect 1619 2008 (Farm Bill)

the application was correct. A review of|©X®:©X7(C)  kpplications shows that/>®
(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) == ©)(N)(C)
| ' lapplication.

)6); B)(7)(C)

The applications for|

E{gv from the vear®®) Folbio), @) fwere filed Dy[PY® ®XNC) yisting a Social Security

mber off2X®: ©NC) [This number is registered CROIUS)

wiLL -
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l (6). ®)(7XC)

(Exhibit 10) [POONC  |gocial Security
Number is[2© ®7XC)  kExhibit 11). Itis notable that an Employer Identification

Number (EIN) or Tax Identification Number (TIN) has the same number of digits but

would be in the formad®® ®NC) " IThis number was also researched, and no such valid
number was found.

On[P BT

ltold the Reporting Agent (Exhibit 12) that the
number [P)6): ®)X7)C)

listed on the applications was/|®)©) ®X7)C) I however,[P©),
admitted that®)®) ©)7)C) |said that[P)®). ®) (7)(0) |
[BY6). BX7)C) but thaf®)®feceived no benefit[)6) ©XNC) |

[0)6); O)(7)(C) [let |(b)(6 b)(7)(C)

B)6), O g : a_ e 2

ol ) (B ladvised that the[P)®)._lnnlications containine false statements were
(L), ©X7XC) PHIS office tol®®).®X7C) [and [E; ®©  [APHIS office via[®©):_
(b)(6); ©)(7)(C)

ladvised that [P)®); ®YX7)C)

were not kept.

ANIMAL WELFARE ACT -7 U.S.C. 2134

Exhibiting without a license

The®_ lapplications filed by ®7C |y ere for the vears”?® ®C  Lnd anlv the

(0)6)._ lapplication was denied by APHIS. The[®©® ®©C)  pplications[P)®: ®XNC) |
(b)(6).

iou~(Exhibits 1-6) were approved because APHIS was not aware of the false

information on the application. [©)6) ©)X7)XC) stated that [0)6). ©)7)(C)
®)6)._  Tannlicationsi®)6). BX7)(C) [the false mformatlon. OnEL®MC) |
b)(); (b)(7)(C) [submitted®®.  Hicense renewal application (Exhibit 7), which was

received bv APHIS onP® ®XC This application[t/® ®X"XC) land, onl®XE: CXNC)]
HONLDXANG! sent[P)®). OXNC) |4 etter (Exhibit 13)[PIE)ONC) " Jof the
©)XE). . Ifor the renewal of [PCllicense. On [P)©) ©) another letterl®©); ©)XC)
(D)(6). (b)7XC) ibi

KExhibit 14) informing[®Y6) ®NC)

license
application.
Onl(b)( ). 0)(7)(C) |tO thel(b)(ﬁ); (b)(7)(C) |where|5225§3}m|
planned to exhibit[)X6). ®XN)(C) |
[o)®). B)Y7N(C) |[APHIS, and [P)6). G)7XC) I
(b)(6): (b)(7)(C) |APH]S, interviewed|(®)6); ©)(7)(C) I
I_ 1}
)6); (b)(7)(C) who told the APHIS officials that[®)®): ®)X7)(C) |
from the[?X®. " Jproperty when [PY®): BX7YC) [to be exhibited [P ®NC)  Jand
(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) s

' a1so met with [P)6). ©)X7)C)
P)X8)._ [who stated that [PX®* ®XN(C)
USDA license (Exhibit 15).

~ |because [P OXIO) |

6); (b)(7 b)(6); (b)(7)(C :
O X ).( )(7)(C) hetter —— to( )6); (b)(7)(C) by APHIS b)(6); (B)(7)(C)
that[PY6) GX7XC) a valid license to exhibit animals (Exhibit 16).

-
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On|®®): ®XNC) was found exhibiting [PY6) ®X7)1C) |
[B)E); ®)7)C) Ibv |(b)(6); b)T)(C) ]and|(b)(6 ), ®)(7)(C) |
[06),,  Ispoke with [P ®XNC) Tapd PIE). OXNEC) land stated that (0©). |
the exhibiter; however, (0)©). ©)7)(C) lownership of K)6); ®)7)(C) |
then admitted that[P)8). Theloneed tol®®X ®7XC) Tand that [PX6): BX7IC) |
outside were also owned bv [P)®): ©X7)(C) land 0)®): ©XNC)  hbserved
) ONC)_Jaccepting|PX0) BXNT) Jand

(0)6). ©)7)XC)  |prepared a report regarding their inspection (Exhibit 17).

On|(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) |

@?)i (b)7)C) and Ib)(6); tL)(G) (d)(7)(C) I
i€ ©MC) [When[®)6) ©X7(©) fapd [P)O) OO Tarrived to view the exhibit,

[0)6). XN ltold them that[P)6): ©)XN(C)

Fb)(G); (b)(7)(C) license. ib)(6); (b)(7)(C) said'l(b)(G); ®)(7)(C) ]'Dut
not with [P)6). ®)X7)C) [and[®)®): ©X7)C) jinspected the animals and
generated an inspection report of the violations found (Exhibit 18).

On [b)(®); (P)(7)(C) |exhibitedEE{f§{?,m L, nimals at D)(6); (b)(7)(C)

(B)(6), BX7)C) again stated tol®10), EXNCITand IOY6) OXC) What B1E),

©)©). BX7C) Tand said that[P)6). ©)7)C)

(©)6); BX7)(C) Tacain stated thato)®); EX7IC) |
b)(6). ®X7)C) land "0)©). ©X7)(C) ljns-ected the animals and told
b)(6); (b)(7)(C) |]icense. I(b)(G);(b)(7)(C) |and D)), N7 L) Jﬁ]ed a

memorandum documenting their inspection (Exhibit 19) and an inspection report (Exhibit
20).

Agent’s Note: Videotapes were made byf®®: ®X7C)_|of the inspections on [P0, ]

tgggg( ¢, Jand [£)6). ©)7)(C) |which will be made available upon request.

|(b)(6). ®)(7)(C) |

On |(b)(6); ®)7)(C) hnd|(b)(6); b)7)(C) |went tol(b)(ﬁ); (b)(7)(C) |
[0)6). ®)7)(C) |wh1ch is a[D)C); owned and operated by
()8 BX7XO) [had [©6) ®X7XC) )6), Jo)6) OXNE) kel ephonically
spoke to|*®):®)XC) Tand to]d[P)6) BX7IC) |was needed [P)©) ©)(7)XC) |
animals. An inspection report was made byf )6). ©X7)C) |(Exh1b1t 21).

On the evening oftP)®). ©)(7)(C) wasfﬁ%?{}m (0)6). GX7XC) |forE33§?2}m |
by [P)6); B)(7)(C) [Fb)(ﬁ); (b)(7)(C)

(B)6), BXNC) [An PO BII0) fvas prepared by ok,

BIG) - : et

ey [(Exhibit 22) and a receipt was generated (Exhibit 23).
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On b)(6); (b)(7)(C) Iand(b)(ﬁ); (b)(7)C) bar)
observed |(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) I
BY6) B0 [spoke with P70 BXIC) via telephone, and [P |told [P/ BXTIC) I
APHIS license [0)©): ®)X7)C) land [0)6): [prepared a report[P)©). |
inspection (Exhibit 24) showing that [P©> ®7C) [)6). GX7(C) a-Lm‘exhibiting

©)6), ®)T)T) |without a license.

The facts of this investigation were presented to an Assistant United States Attomney,
Northern District[PX®: | who agreed to prosecute this matter.

* % %k % ¥
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Ch-0003-0005
SYNOPSIS

This investigation was conducted to determine iff’® ®7© Lyas involved in animal fighting in the
area of [2©) ©()XC) |During this investigation, several attempts were made to engage
©)®). |regarding animal fighting, however, this investigation was unable to prove that[®)X jwas
actively involved in animal fighting.

This case is being closed in the files of this office pending the issuance of this report.

Y% % % W %
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SYNOPSIS

This investigation was conducted to determine if cockfighting was occurring at a residence located at
[0XE). 0)7)(C) lIndiana. The investigation found that several individuals were
cockfighting at the location, (0)6);__|of these individuals were arrested and prosecuted on charges of
[)6): ©)XN(C) [animal fighting, and possession of animal fighting paraphernalia.

b)(6); (bX7)(C)

PROMOTING ANIMAL FIGHTING CONTEST -
ICC 35-46-3-9.5

POSSESSION OF ANIMAL FOR FIGHTING - ICC 35-46-3-

POSSESSION OF ANIMAL FIGHTING PARAPHERNALIA — ICC 35-46-3-8.5

b)(©): (b)(7)(C)

On[™™ the Reporting Agent (RA) was contacted by )6); (L)(7)(C) |
[BE). ®7)C) [of the[PXO) ®XNIC) Police Department [0XGPD) regarding possible
cockfighting activity at a residence located a{®® ®("C) Indiana.
[P6) | Istated (Exhibit 1) that [PI®) B0 had visited
the property[®)©): ®)X7(C) [0)O). _ birds for fighting.

On[®©). GO | a search warrant was oy [birds were
seized, along with cockfighting paraphernalia [0)©). ©)X7)C)
cockfighting [b)©); ®)Y7)C) | were

also seized.

0 admitted (Exhibit 2) that|>" turrent] owns|" (Bhnrds o

[08),_purchased[PX®), [PI6) ®I7T)IC) Who 222, [P®IOM0 |Indiana. The
birds were obtained [?)6); ®)7)(C) |

b)(6): (0)(7)(C) ~ pirds that[P®: ®C) lowns [0X6). "~ facknowledged the fighting paraphernalia was
[P but said that|?X [does not fight birds.

On|®)6). GX7)XC) ladmitted (Exhibit 3) that all the birds at the residence
belonged to[(®)®): (O)7)(C) said the birds are not used for fighting.
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On PX6) CXTXC) ldmitted (Exhibit 4 jthat all the birds at the
residence belonged to b)6). (0©)7)(C) land that PUlmid betwee nf)® r each bird.
All the birds were purchased P)6) ®)(7)(C) _ff each bird P® ®XNTC) [he bird’s
oX6) LU _advised that p)X6). ©)7)XC)  fttends cockfights in P s pUt does
not participate.

On®©): ®XN©) QLn y [ﬁ)(sx BX7XC)

R, rnaamaTad.

On [PX6). ®XDN(E) mdfb)(ﬁ); ©)7)C) }vere charged with
possession 0 1. bnimal fighting, and possession of animal fighting paraphernalia. [b)(s); (®XT)(C) |
M charged with animal fighting and possession of animal fighting parapfem
(Exhibit ).

On [PX9): ©X7C) land P© ®X7C) both pleaded
: ; 3 htine [0)X6) BX7NC B)B).
guilty to Possession of an Animal for Fighting IP)X6) ®)7)C) hvas sentenced o[ e |
incarceration (RS suspended) andfo)6).  Jprobation.f°)X®). ®X/)NE) fwas
sentenced tqb)®). _ [incarceration fb)(ﬁ) Kays suspended) and [PX%) | |probation.
On[®16) OXC) bleaded guilty to[PT® @) ]

Promoting an Amimal Fighting Contest, Possession of an Animal for Fiohting Contest, and
Possession of Animal Fighting Paraphemalia.Eb)(G) was sentenced ncarceration ears

suspended) and probation.

* % % %%



€C

United States Department of Agriculture
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL-INVESTIGATIONS
Midwest Region
Chicago, Winois

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION
D)), ()X )C)
FILE NUMBER: CH-3330-0013 DATE:
TITLE: Animal Fighting Task Force

(b)(6); (b)T)C)

CASE TYPE:  Animal Welfare Violations/Dog Fighting

SPECIAL AGENT: [P® ®C)

b)(6)

APPROVE

~.  JOEN. SMITH
Special Agent-in-Charge

Distribution

1-Deputy Administrator for Marketing and Regulatory Programs Business Services, APHIS
1-Assistant Inspector General for Investigations, OIG
1-File

This document is FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. It and its contents are

not to be distributed outside your agency, nor duplicated, without

prior clearance from the O_ﬂ‘ice of Inspector (General, USDA. '




¥

Ch-3330-0013
SYNOPSIS

This investigation was conducted to determine if dog fighting and/or bird fighting was occurring in
I(b)(ﬁ)- B)7IC) |

The investigation, which was conducted jointly with the [P'® ®7C) |Police
Department {PX([PD), has identified an[®)©) ©)X7)XC) who is{P)6) _ |birds for the purpose of
fighting and is also involved in the fighting of birds. The investigation also found a

located in [PX6) ®XNC) Where bird fighting is occurring. Future work on this part of the
investigation will be conducted under OIG case number Ch-3330-0021.

This investigation also resulted in the service of a search warrant and the subsequent arrest of[")%),

HaATATINGY

individuals on [P)©). B)X7)(C) [for their participation in a dog fight. Charges have been filed in

[PE). ®XTIC) ~ pnd trail dates are pending. Future work on this part of the investigation
will also be conducted under OIG case number Ch-3330-0022.

* ok k¥
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SYNOPSIS

Investigation conducted under the Michigan Dog Fighting Survey (Ch-3330-0007) has identified
numerous suspected dog fighting subjects and people of interest for sponsoring and promoting dog

fighting.

In[®)©) @XN(C) |the USDA-OIG along with state and local acencies, initiated an investigation
' organized dog fighting in 2% This investigation was known as

n
b)(6). b)(7)(C)

Agents of USDA-OIG along with

Prosecutors Office, developed an informant|®)®: ®(7(©). ©X7)XO)
|(b)6) N7)(C); (b)(7)(D) |

The six month investigation into [PX®) ®X")XC) resulted in numerous undercover operations to
include the purchase of a fighting dog and participation in a dog fighting match. The investigation
revgaled an extensi\./e undgrground d9g fighting and gambling organization operating in %.‘;VN
which fought American Pit Bull Terrier (APBT) dogs.

CONSPIRACY TO SPONSOR AND PROMOTE AN ANIMAL FIGHTING VENTURE -
7 U.S.C. SECTION 2156 18 U.S.C. SECTION 371

BUYING. SELLING, DELIVERING, OR TRANSPORTING ANIMALS FOR PARTICIPATION
IN ANIMAL FIGHTING VENTURE -7 U.S.C. SECTION 2156(b)

SPONSORING OR EXHIBITING AN ANIMAL FIGHTING VENTURE -
7 U.S.C. SECTION 2156(a)

PROMOTING AN ANIMAL FIGHTING VENTURE -7 U.S.C. SECTION 2156(c)

On[®)6); E)7XC); B)7)D) I

individual working under the direction of Reporting Agent (RA). [P)©): ®)(7(C); ®)X7N)(O)
b)(®); (b)7)(C): (b)(7)(D)

O]

On (28 OO b individual working under the direction of RA [P OCL OO ]
l(b)(ﬁ); (b)(7)(C); (b)X7)(D)

|(b)(6); (B)(7)(C), (b)(7)(D)

Per ., |

=
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On[P® ®MNC) |an individual working under the direction of RA[®X®): ®X7(C). ®X7XD)
fb) (6), ®)7)(C); (b)7)(D)

Ib)(6), (0)X7)(C). b)(7XD) vas Fb)(ﬁ); ®)(7)(C)

Wﬁ): ®)7)C) [

OnfP©:CINC) X0, Ktate of Michigan issued search warrants were served simultaneously on the
residences of [P/© ®(N©) land[?®)._ [Evidence of animal fighting was obtained at
all[PX®). Jocations to include the seizure of[?/®). ©X7T)american Pit Bull Terriers. [nterviews were
conducted onP® ®X©) FExhibit 1) and®®.__ FFxhihit 2) at their respective residences. [PI©)
[Ye) &) Iwas also interviewed (Exhibit 3) atioior |

place of residence.P)®). ®)X7)(C) was subsequentlyfo)6); ©)7)(C) |
Fb)(ﬁ); (B)7XC)

On [PY6) BXNE) as interviewed (Exhibit4) at the (0XO). ounty Jail in[®®)
Michigan. Prior to the interview,[PX®, fwas advised of{"'°Miranda Rights whic aived both

verbally and in wrmng (Exhibit 5). Following the interview,f2X®: bave a signed swomn statement
(Exhibit 6) occount of the circumstances surrounding this case.

On[PY©: ®X7NXC) land®)€)_ |vere indicted before a Federal Grand
Jury in the Eastern District of Michigan (Exhibit 7). Subsequent federal arrest warrants were issued
for[P©: ©N(C) land[PYE), BX7)C) |for the above listed charges.
On[P)6) EXNE) |plead guilty before U.S. District Judge[®® ®XNC) |Eastern

Dlstnct of Michigan, to all counts listed in the indictment.

On[P©) OO plead guilty before U.S. District Judge

fo)6). ®)7(C) ]Eastern District of Michigan, to all counts listed in the indictment.

Sentencing fori "> _lis scheduled for [P0 ®XC) |Sentencing for
bJE), . Jis scheduled forf®16) B)7)C) | ’

Subsequent to the defendant’s plea agreement, the American Pit Bull Terriers seized in this case
have been forfeited to the government. Final decision of the American Pit Bull Terriers is
forthcoming pending a final veterinary review and evaluation.

* k% % % ¥
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(b)(6); (b)(7)(C)

b)) ichigan
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SYNOPSIS

Our investigation conducted under the Michigan Dog Fighting Survey (Ch-3330-0007) identified
numerous individuals suspected of dog fighting in the[2®), — Michigan area.

In r SIS JUnlted States Department of Agnculture Office of Inspector General,_________
Investigations along with state and local agencies, initiated an investigation concerning[%)® OB OO | |
[D)6).®)NC) |k Ch-3330-0015).

USDA-OIG agents along wnthmounty Animal Control and thelmmm\ bounty Prosecutors

Office developed a Confidential Informant (CI)[®)6): ®)X7)(C); ®)7)(D) |
|(b)(5) )(7)(C); (b)(7)(D) |

The investigation of(?X©) ©X7XC) lultimately resulted in a cooperating witness attending a
dog fighting match in[2%)., [Michigan.

[n/®6) ©NC) l-tate warrants were issued for/ > @)
[eX6): (N C) 'and[P)®; ®1C) Fresidence. During the search warrant at™®: ©X"©C)
residence, several dog fighting[0)6). ®)(")(C) kraining equipment, and [)©®): ®X(")C) |

[©6). [was seized.

MCL 740.49a PROMOTING ANIMAL FIGHTING
MCL 750.49b ATTENDING AN ANIMAL FIGHT

On[%, &MC). T individual working under the direction of Reporting Agent (RA)aous )

(b)(©): (b) (7)(C) )N L)

(0)6);, — [Michigan. At this Tocation, our CIb)6), ®)7)(C), ®)7) D)

(0)(6); (0)(7)(C); (b)(7)(D) |

(0)6); ©)7) C) i
(Ch-3330-0014).

b)©).

Agent’s Note: are the subjects of a separate dog fighting investigation

On P CX7C) an arrest warrant was issued forE,,\m,m |and a search warrant was also

issued for(0(Olresidence. Evidence of a[P)6) G)7)XC) land animal fighting were obtained
alresidence (Exhibit 1) which incTuded [b)©); ®)(7)(C) ~fighting dogs,
and dog fighting paraphernalia.

On[®®: OXNC) n arrest warrant was issued for [*/© ©(N(C) During the arrest of
[0)6); B)TXC) ICounty Animal Control seized[P)®), Fighting dogs from[PX® ®X0C) |
residence.
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b)(6): (b)(7)(C . . :
Onl( FOTEE) Exhibit 2) plead guilty lunty Circuit Court to attending
an animal fight and additional animal fighting counts listed in the information.

)(6). D)7 - .. . D) L -
On[?® ON©) ' ((Exhibit 3) plead guilty in 2%, |County Circuit Court to (D)o
count of animal fighting.

On[P®: O0C) land[P®:®NC)  YExhibit 4 & 5) were sentenced iy Dudicial
Circuit Court2)®. _ [County Michigan, by PX6). _ |County Circuit Court [PY®: ®X7(C)

rb)(s)} (b)(7)C) L\Ias sentenced to )X 6)/,-.\ pervls|on‘rb)(6) b)(7)(C) fb)(G);(b)(?)(C) ]
probation, and fines off?)©): ®)X7)C) vas sentenced [P0, fin[2ho)~, |County Jail,[p®), ]
obation, and fines of ). |

Subsequent to the defendant’s sentencing, the dogs seized in this case were forfeited to
County Animal Control.

* ok ok ok ok
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SYNOPSIS

This investigation, which was co jointly with the m:ounty Sheriff’s Office (SO),
identified af°® ®©© Jocated mMIllmois where bird fighting took place.

On|(b}(6)" e |USDA OIG Agents rb}{ﬁ); O)7HC) lassnsted in the raid
of a cockfight in progress which was staged at [Y© ®7(C) [llinois. Approximately[P)6)_
people were o attend the cockfight, but most were able to flee prior to law
enforcement’s amval The[P)6), pfthe property was charged with unlawful[®)6) ®)X7©)

and making a site available for animal fighting. Both of these state charges are felonies. |P)6),
other people apprehended by law enforcement officers were arrested on state felony charges of
attending an animal fight. Several items were seized, includingfP)6) ®)7)C) |
syringes, and metal claws used by birds while fighting. [?®* ®"XC) |birds were

euthanized on site.

There are no further investigative leads in this matter.

* d %k k %k
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SYNOPSIS

This investigation was developed through the Michigan Dog Fighting Survey (Ch-3330-0007), and
identified a suspected dog fighter and breeder of fighting dogs in [P0} ®X7XC)  Michigan.
This investigation disclosed thaf® ®©X"XC) [possessed, bought, sold, and bred Pit Bull

dogs for fighting purposes in which gambling took place on organized matches.

In |(b)(6); OXTYC) bSDA-OIG personnel along with state and local agency personnel executed a
state search warrant at the residence of [P)6): ®)(7)(C) [n[P®:®XNC) " Michigan. Evidence
obtained in this search warrant consisted of [)©), _ |Pit Bull dogs bearing fighting scars. Further
evidence obtained consisted of dog fighting publications, dog fighting rules, contracts for dog
fighting matches, photographs, and electronic media.

On[P® ®NC ], state arrest warrant was issued for 2P @) _|for animal fighting and
cruelty to animals.

MCL 750.49-A ANIMALS - FIGHTING
MCL 750.49-C ANIMALS - FIGHTING ANIMALS/EQUIPMENT
MCL 750.504C ANIMALS — ABANDONING/CRUELTY TO 4-10 ANIMALS

On[PX®- X7XC) |
[PXE1-CXXC) ™ Jcontacted the [X6) ®XN(C)County Animal Control and advised that®®). ONC)  kwas
envased in animal fishting and treating{®® Hogs inhumanely [PX®) ®X7)JC) " ktated that[P)®)

(0)6). ©X7N(C) Kogs on the property that were used for fighting purposes. [P®: ®X)(C)
stated[)©); BX7)C) [fought dogs on [?)©) CXN)XC) [at an unknown location, PY® ®X7ICY |
[P)6): ©)T)C) llaw enforcement nersonnel to conduct a search oroperty (Exhibit

1) located at[*)®): ®)7)XC) [Michigan.

Continuing on this date, USDA-OIG agents along withounty Animal Control personnel
responded tgfP)®): BXN(C) [Upon arrival, Aeents found nobodv at the residence; however,
approximatelyﬁ%glgit Bull dogs were chained up|®)©: ®X")(C) the house. The dogs
were chained up )(6); ©)(7)(C)

[0)6). @)7)C) the maintenance of fighting dogs.

b)(6); (b)(7)(C £ 4 : i
onr )(6); (b)(7)(C) USDA'OIG agentS mtmlewedl(b)(s). (b)(T7)(C) kExh] ] . m
B)6) ichigan [P® OO |stated [016) GXC) [dogs that had|®©® ®()C)
DB, ®XNC)  Jaddress [PV BXNC)  |statedfoI®) OXIC) &hogs (0)(6); ®)(7)C) Jand would

routinely|®)©): ®)7)C)
|(b)(6).: ©)7)(C

ated[D©. GC) _ has
|of the house. [P/©) ®X7)C) her stated[P)®) ®X7IC) |

~

s
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b)(6); (b)(7)(C) R EW

b)(6); (b)(7)(C) l|

On {2)6). GXNC) b state search warrant was executed at the residence of PX® ®X7C) |
b6 0)XD)(C) Michigan. Evidence obtained in the search consisted on PO, .. it Bull
dogs, bearing scars and marks consistent of fi ghting dogs. Further evidence obtained consisted of

do £ fi ghtin g [b)6); (©)(7)(C) it Bull registration certificates (Exhibit 5) L.

)(6), ®X7XC) — |Exhibit 6),do g fi ghtin g OO

I2©). kssociated with dog fighting. A [PX). €XN(C) A

was seized2S). . Ip)®) OXNC) TExhibit 7) PO ©I7IC)

p)6); (B)(7)C)

| | A photo log was created and all evidence seized was photographe
in place (Exhibit 8). A copy of the warrant and items seized (Exhibit 9) was left at the residence.

Continuing on this date, agents went to the residence of®'© ®X)(©)

b)(6); (b)(7)(C) Mlchig 1 rom witncssesrb)(e)- (b)(7)(C)
b)(®): ©)(7)(C) [was seen at[*© ©V©) on[®®): GX7)XC)

Ffmm_th.e_hmtsc and[P)6); (0X7XC) [stated[P)6) feceived a call from[PIo) ]
bie): OXNC) L gyis nglE1®) BITIC) T
bYe),... [D)6) O7C)_tated[oIoTworks[oIo) BX1IC) i
b)(6); (0)(7)(C) kumed m&; ©)7)(C) |that [[o)(ﬁ ). (B)(7)(C) lﬁ-om[b)(ﬁ): B)7)(C)

[oXe). ©XNC) law enforcement arriving with a search warrant./® ®X71C) ktated[”™ ©CT )

R Jand stated]b)6); ®)7)C) the following day.

b)), BX7)(C) . :
Ori(_ - - nducted an exam of the()%), | dogs seized from
v g residence.[")®.  Iprovided a report (Exhibit 10) which included pictures of the
0)X®).  ldogs in their current condition.

On[(b)(s)? ©XNC) |4 state search warrant was issued for [Xe), }:omputers turned over to law
enforcement{?)6). (OX7)(C) [The computers were sent to the OIG-National Computer Forensic
Division for examination.

b .
On (b)(6); (b)(7)(C)

_Lvas re-interviewed by reporting agent as td P revious

statements. A Sworn Statement (Exhibit 11) was completed and signed b

On[PXORONRC) L state arrest warrant was issued for[ > © fo%ko unts of animal
fighting and cruelty.

. . DIOR
This case has been accepted for prosecution by thel ) }.‘oumy Prosecutors Office.

* ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥
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SYNOPSIS

An investigation conducted under the Michigan Dog Fighting Survey (Ch-3330-0007) has identified
a suspected dog fighter and breeder of fighting dogs in[?)®. ~ Michigan.

This investigation disclosed that|”© ®© |did possess, buy, sell, and breed Pit Bull
dogs for the use of fighting purposes in organized matches.

In[P/©:®MNC) the USDA-OIG along with state and local agencies, executed a state search warrant at
the residence of”© ®C) in[2©) .. |Michigan. Evidence obtained in this search
warrant consisted of [/ . Pit Bull dogs bearing scars indicative of dog fighting which were
chained in a manner consistent with fighting dogs. Further evidence obtained consisted of dog
fighting [P® ®XNC) Hog fighting rules, dog fighting training equipment, photographs, and
electronic media.

On |(b){6); gt luas arrested on charges of animal fighting and
possession of fighting dogs in violation of Michigan penal code MCL 750.49.

Onfb){a}? byne) |pled guilty to breeding/selling of fighting dogs and distribution
of a controlled substance.

On [P)E). ®X7)XC) Ivas sentenced to prison for a term of{?©) ®7C)  lears for
a controlled substance charge, and a term of[P)J®) ®)X7)C) fo Eﬁ{ﬁ?{f }years for an animal fighting
charge.

MCL 750.49-A ANIMALS - FIGHTING
MCL 750.49-C ANIMALS — FIGHTING ANIMALS/ IPMENT

On[®X©) CXN(C) ICounty Sheriff's Department conducted a consent search at the residence
ofRERBADE) Jocated at[PI®) CX7C) [Michigan, relating to[P)®) ®X1/C)

investigation. Details of the consent search were later provided to the Michigan State Police (MSP).

On[P)©): ®X7)C) Reporting Agent (RA) was contacted by MSP personnel regarding a suspected

dog fighter in[?)©;_ [Michigan, who had been identified through [P)6) ®XN©) investigation. The
individual, who was identified as[PX® ®7C) Jhad Pit Bull dogs at[P’Clresidence and what appeared

é%)be aining equipment for those dogs. Dogs at the residence were controlled with[P®©) ®C) |
-hw?\}m

and were [2)©). ©)7)(C)
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Continuing on this date, RA contacted fb)(s)? ©X7C) | and
requested|)©) pssistance with a possible search warrant at[?)® ®0C)  TJresidence. [P0 ®XNC) |
advised [2)©) jvas available and would send law enforcement personnel in[P)8) | |any available dog

fighting|)©). (GX7)(C) |

On [P)X6): ®XNC)  |a search warrant was executed at P10 ONDE) - Lesidence. Evidence obtained in
the search consisted oit Bull dogs, some of which bore scars and marks consistent with
dog fighting. A Dog Addendum (Exhibit 1) and sketch (Exhibit 2) showing the location of each dog
was completed by|®)©) G)NN(C) | Further evidence obtained included a
medical kit containing various medical supplies, vitamins, and wound treatments. A photograph
(Exhibit 3) depicting the medical supplies was later taken. Further evidence included dog fighting
[PX6) ®XNC)_|Exhibit 4)[©X6) CXNE) (Exhibit 5). All evidence seized was noted on a
search warrant Return and Tabulation (Exhibit 6) and a copy was left at the residence.

Continuing on this dateas arrested by Michigan State Police for possession of
fighting animals (MCL 750.49a) and possession of animal fighting equipment (MCL 750.49¢).

Continuing on this date,[®)6) X7)C) kcompleted a report
(Exhibit 7) documenting the seizure of the dogs.

PROSECUTION
2 lpled guilty to possession of animal fighting equipment (MCL
750.49¢) [P0 ®XC)
OnfPXe) OX7XC) Jwas sentenced in[?®Fircuit Court in[D%),  [County for a term of
incarceration of[PX®) X7 ko[®lyears for violation of MCL 750.49¢ (Animal Fighting)

and a term of(P)6);_ |to|g,years for [@)6). ®)X7)C)

% ok K ok %
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This investigation was conducted to determine whether [*©): ©X7)XC) |
Illinois, committed perjury when submitting financial information to the U.S. District Court,
Southemn District of Illinois, dtial appearance after being charged in a conspiracy to
commit unlawful activities of dog fighting.

(Exhibit 1) is a Sentencing Judgment that shows[-)%);.., pled guilty to an indictment charging
perjury, and was sentenced to n prison and ordered to pay a [P ©)X7)C) Trhe prison
term for the perjury charge was ordered to be served consecutively with the prison term of [0)©);
b)), ®)(7)C) bn the conspiracy charge to commit the unlawful activities of dog fighting

33 30 b)(6), (b)(7)(C) A

Due to disclosure restrictions, additional information can not be presented in this report.
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SYNOPSIS

This investigation was conducted to determine if various individuals violated the Animal
Welfare Act by raising, training, and fighting gamecocks. [P©):®XD©) hersons were cited for
misdemeanor violations of California Penal Code 597, in addition, [P)6): ®@)C) lof those were
cited for felony violations of California Penal Code 182. Ultimately, a number of these
individuals were successfully prosecuted.

BACKGROUND

(b)(6); (B)7)C)




SF-3330-0009
[b)B); (B)(7)(C)

DETAILS
SECTION 182 CALIFORNIA PENAL CODE - CONSPIRACY

SECTION 597 CALIFORNIA PENAL CODE - ANIMAL CRUELTY

On@(s); ®7)C)

IDepartment of Animal Services, Officer
I(b)(s)? ®X7)C) provided the following information in substance:

b)) ®X7XC) Wwas investigating multiple suspects for violations involving cockfighting, and
after|®©): ©XNC) surveillance, it was determined that these individuals were

raising, training, and fighting gamecocks at[?)®),  broperties[®X® GX7C) |
[0®).  [The property addresses were[®)®): ®)X7)C) |
Callfomlalsez@,\ .~ _pnd[P)®): ®XNC) [California®)6): ®X7)C) |
location was the|®)(©). ®)(7)(C) i :

property which was approximately[P)6).  in size
and contained a cockfighting [P)®): ®)X7)(C)

| Within the
cockfighting[®)©): ®)7)(C) |
|(b)(6); (b)(7)(C)

Each[P®), GXNC) |
[BYEY_ TThe estimated[P® OXC)

Ij(b)(s) BXNC) [Most had[®Xe) GXNC) l

There was[®® ©©) =
[PX0) OX0© vhich contained*®®: C)X7)C) about a

[Suspects have been identified[P)9).... |
location that also [PX6) ®X7XC) |

(V3 )
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l|(b)(6); ®)7)(C) Iover. cockfights (b)(©6); (b)(7)(C)
[D)©): ®XTXC) lidentified approximatel y{PX6uspects/owners that can be cited or
arrested. [P/©). OXNC) |
©)6). ()X7XC) |obtained the suspects home addresses, photos, vehicle information, and phone
numbers. Some of the suspects have already been convicted of cockfighting charges and
mav face felony or enhanced misdemeanors. |<b)(6); ®)(7)C)

I(b)(ﬁ); ©)(7)(C) l

Other agencies involved in the investigation were the County of 5225%\ |Animal
Services, District Attorney’s Office, the City Attorney who will be present to cite the
property owner for code violations and serve an order for removal of all structures [PX€)_]
umane Society, the Humane Society of the United States,[®®: ®(C) jpoice
Department, the Naval Criminal Investigative Service, and other agencies.

On [P®: ©X7XC) kearch warrants were executed at[P®): ®7)C) |
b)Y®). Californial|®)®): ®)XN)(C) California[®®);.. (Exhibit 1), and
b)(®); (L)7)C) California[®)®); . [Exhibit 2). Additionally, multiple search
warrants were executed to include but not limited to the homes of [P®): ®((©) |

b)(6); B)7)C) llocated at[®X6): ®)X7)C) Californial®)%,.., |(Exhibit 3),
B)6). BXNC) located at [PX0) BXIC) [California [P0,
(Exhibit 4)b)(®); ), ®)(7)(C) [located at |(b)(6); (b)(T7)C)

Californiaf?)l®); . [Exhibit 5)[PX®): ®)X7XC)

b)(6); (0)(7)(C) |and (b)(6); (b)(7)(C) |located at |(b)(6); (B)7)C)

)X}, [California[PX0),  [Exhibit 6),[X6: ©)X7)XC) llocated at[2©®; |
6)(6); ©)7)(C) California[®®), .. (Exhibit 7)[0)®: ®X7XC) |

BET B Tlocated at[9®) OX)C) [CalifornialPl0,_ (Exhibit 8) [P0 |
BY), BXNC) [CaliformidPl,.. [Exhibit 9), and[®® BNC
., |California[?)®) _ |(Exhibit 10) . Numerous individuals were issued citations. Most of the

individuals relinquished ownership of their birds, which were euthanized.

Onfb)(e); ®X7(C) Iwas interviewed and voluntarily
provided the following information, in substance (Exhibit 11):

EIETEITC)  as[PI0) OO Jfor approximatelyP® O |yas PO Jhe
dav of the warrant and[P)®)®7XC) Animal Services. WhenPl®:0X0C) __Jthe

[eXe). location, Animal Services nrovidedP® lwith a waiver to euthanizelo®|roosters
Y6 BXC) [ had|?®roosters [P®) OXC)

(0)6): ©)(7)C) Imaintained[®)6) ®X7)XC) llocation where[®®: ®©) kince
0)X8). . Jknows [PX6)OXNC) Jto
(©)6); EX7XC) [from [P®). ®X7)XC) Bpproximately
©)6); )7 )C) [month on feed and purchases
it from[®)®): ®)(7)C) Ilocated on I(b)(ﬁ); (b)(7X(C) |
[Xe- XX Jon medicines. o0 OX7C) [to PRE-BITIC) |
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AGENT’SNOTE:  [2@O"O  luas shown[P'e) ®NC) provided by2%, |
[2X). . |Exhibit 12) and] )6).0)X7)(C)  |obtained by Animal Serwces
(Exhibit 13).

In reference to the [©)©); (®)(7)C) lrelated| b)(6); (b)(7)(C)

exclusively and®)®). ©)7)C) imaintained®)®: ©X"N(C) |
between 10)©): ©X7)(C) |the property[P)®6):®)7)(C) was owned
by [P G lof
|(b)(6) (b)(7)(C) |knew whatk (6); (b)(7)(C J

!(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) lmaintainedfb)(ﬁ); ®Y7)(C) !conSIderedkb (6); (b)(7)(C)

and it was (©)6); E)7)C) |roosters ha—rb) 6); (b)(7)(C)

[BXO). but[bX Jpurchased them [P)©). ©)(7)C) ]
(©) |purchased those roosters from{®®: ®7)C) |no further information given.
[DE) ®XNET bdmitted shnfmmo the birds [®)©): ®)7)(C lin
(BY6Y, BT m Hally PO 000 |admitted (0" (b)(?)( ) lto[P6)]
BY6) OINC) hdmitted to [P0 ©C) [stated
that[P)®): BXN(C) lthe birds. According to[P)6): ®)7)C) |them

and does not fight them.

|(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) lbirds are [P, ®N(C) |by |(_6) ®Y7)(C) |

[ BNC  Tand nrovided oX®) GXIIO) Fontact numbers PO BT TangIO)O),
[EY6) BX7C) [drives a [P)6) ®X7(C) Ihe birds at W
Tocation [PX®X ®XNC)  [provided the|?®: ®XN(C) |
After the warrant [P0} ©))C)  |ca]led l(b) ("XC) lof
0)X6), — T[that was taking place between [P)©) b)m( ) |
(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) |for kb)(ﬁ); (b)(7)(C) |
mgwm |(No further information glven)](b) 6); (B)(7)(C) |

[P EXNC) Llaimed[PX never sparred or fought®X® ®X7C) koosters, and did not
[B)6). ®)7)C) lspar or fight birds at P®:®XNC) Tiocation. [P6: BT heen to a

cockfight anywhere[®)X6). ®©)(")C) I

On[®®: ®XNC) |was interviewed and
voluntarily provided the following information, in substance (Exhibit 14):
0)(6), © .
|‘ )(6)'_( —— |was a Fb)(e)' ®XNe land many of the people at the
o) BXe) Dumm,yrb)(e ), ©XN(C) |
in |(b)(6); (b)(7)(C)
I(E)(Q (b)(7)(C) |a]so volunteers atl ). (0)(7)(C) Wb)(e); (b)(7)(C) |
The day of the warrant/®)6): ®)7)(C) |the roosters had been
euthanized [©)©) ®©("(C) thenl ) (0)7)(C)
(O)E): ©X7HC) kalled [PX©. ®XN(C) the warrant. [P)©),
B, BX7IC) asked[P0 O] Tand told[2 fthe
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and that [P BT |

[©)®); ®)7)(C) as al(b) ). DN)(C Ihas known I0)©); ®)(7)(C) |
since [b)(6): ©)(7(C) |after fore). ©) (7)(0) |
Officer|®)®): ©)X7)C) nstructedi(b)(s); (b)(T)(C) and when EE’?S??,N | Animal
Services [P®); ®XNC) ladmitted to owning[P % koosters {006 ONC) ¢ the
(b)) BX7XC) location. [B)®): ®XNC) |
(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) lknown only to[®)®): ®)X7)C) |
introduced®® ©C) [at that location since appmximate]gc
l(b (6); (B)(7)(C) ﬁs the b)(©); (0)(7)(C) |
the property and [PX©): ©X")C) lapproximatel 1210 BXI0) |

6, ®0©) receive a receipt.[2X6) ©XN(C) |
purchased the feed |®)®): ®)7(C) _lthe feed byl®©): |
(6)6), EXC) [forP®irds [oX 3]did not use](b)(e)- BYNO) e
(b)E). (E)X7)(C) |along with approximately[®)©). ®)7)(C) ]

The birdg®®: ©X")(C) aised had [P)X6) ®X7C) |(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) |
i(b)(ﬁ); (b)X7)(C) 'ldid admit torb)(ﬁ); (b)(7)(C) ]

the D). BXNT) ]

[PXE. O jiked snarrine the birds and did so annroximately X6 ®XC)  |at the

[0)X6). ®X7XC) llocation. [P)®): ®X7NC) knew fichting
the birds was illegal, and [?X6) ®©X")C)
,(b ); (0)(7)(C) II‘[ was al(b)(e); (b)(7)C) |

AGENT’SNOTE: [P®®MC)  }yas shown the pictures taken from E)6): EXTXC) | at
I(b)(ﬁ); (d)7)(C) l and of the evid : 1 during the
3ea'rt:i'l—vVa:1'3111‘3"“9*“7’9'|,k\m,m |to include a picture oMpamng birds
(Exhibit 15).

BYY, (B)7
OO ONC) L gmitted to sparring birds with [P® ®XNEC) l
and identified[?)?), . [as the person [P)®). ()X7)(C) bs the personfPl®. ]
(0)6). B)7)C) | The birds were sparred using [PY©): ®)X7)C) throu gh
(0X0):1is when they spar the birds. The birds do not spar|?X) ®X7(C) because
they|b)6); (b)(7)(C) |
AGENT’S NOTE: [@®®NOC  luizs shown®®: ®XNC) brovided by
ovey |and [PO®-©MO  [obtained by Animal Services.
(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) Irelated thatl(b)(G)Q ®)(7)(C) | and I( ), (0)(7)(C) I
(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) |T.h€
(YT BXIC) fidentified oY) BXIC) Jon the Animal
Services[P)®). |There were approximately[PX6): ®)N)(C)
B16) BIIC) [No Last Name GiverP® 000 |
(0)(6); (b)(7)(C) No Last Name Giveri(b)(ﬁ); ©)7)(C) |and

(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) |
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PEON0  |orovided PO 000 Lell number as[P® OO |anq [FD)]
1) BXE) |cell number as [7© O0O)
BYE), BX7(C ) ~ . : A
&N Jaimed that [PO: OXIC) birds and that . ®XNC) I~jcks up
the birds. j(b)(ﬁ); (B)(7XC) ,|has )(6), ()(7)(C) |and D)(6). B)7(C) |has seen EE?@?,N |
[B)6); B)7)C) |birds.
On [®)6). ®)7)(C) fwas interviewed
and voluntarily provided the following information, in substance (Exhibit 16):
|( )(6); (b)(7)(C) ]held the Fb)(6); ©X7)C) |
»\2/7\/m |was |(b)(6) ®)7)C) 'lhas worked forP)©): (b)(7)C)
b)(6); (BX7)(C [worked at[oY0) BITIC) Tas a[oYoL GIXCT |
)6 (bX7)(C) |and isTespomsibte for [PY6) EXNC)
- : ; b)(6);
(b)E); BX7TXC) Frelated[2)® .. Jiocated on[P® @O is swned bylninic
(b)6). (b)NIC) land®) |did not suspect the property was under investigation and
)6
no one toldPX©) t was.
‘Ewas cited by Offcers e EMCT Jand [ Ll for [oXokicounts of
fighting birds and {2 ounts of possession of owning fighting birds.
AGENT’S NOTE:  [PX®:®XD(C) lwas shown an [PX®@X7C) Jof [PFO- ©X7XC)
obtained from Animal Services.
(0)(©), (b)(7)(C) lindicated and[P®: ®X7)C) ince
(b)(6); (b)(7)(C)
(©)®); ©X7)C) [by check and made the checks out to [P)6). ®)7)C) [but
was not given a receipt. Approximately [PX6). ©X7)C) __|the
property [P)©): GX7)C) knew[PYE) BY7)C)
b)6). ®)(7XC)  Ispent approximately [P)6): ©)7)(C) fn feed, whicHP)Epurchased
from [P GC) inPXo, BXN0) Very [EX6). BX7C) supplies.
This was the [©)X6) ®)N(C) birds in the United States. All the birds["""
[PX6). ©X7T)C) ransferred [2%). ., foosters [P)E) ®XNO) bf which[P)®),
](b)‘e)‘ ©)7)C) Currently,E?)(Ghas these birds located in [P)6); ®)7)C)
Whenl('b)(ﬁ): (b)7)(C) lown IB)(6), (B)(7)(C) |to Eate
for the birds, (©)6): OX7)XC) fiid not pay|[®)®); _ lto care for the birds
and [PFE). OO fhe Birds. [POT B0 i oare T itas
Most of the bird§”®bwned had theirf®X6) BX7IC) | The ones that/®®: ®XNO |
(0)(6). (bXT)(C) hat way. The roostersi)®) ©)(NC) lhecause thev would
fight, but not because IPX6): (©)X7)(C) [ Theibirdsiaref! =/ "2ATR=)
(0)6). EX7(C) [The breeds of birds |5 jowned were [PX6: ©7(©)

(b)(6); (©)(7)(C)
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|(b)(6); ®XC) | ﬁght the bil’dS and kb)(ﬁ); ©)7(C) ]S"al' bil‘dS. E?.@Zr
D)), EN7)C) [fights birds|[®6): ®X7)XC)lhad about[P)®) ©X)XC)

illegal, but (0)(6); (b)T)C)

[PI®) ®X7IC) Ibirds anywhere and does not know D). ©XN)C) !

fo6) BXNC) lare beneath [P®). GXNC) lassociated with [PX® ®7XC)
[pEr®No

[BYE ®XTIC)
The name|®)©): ®)XN(C)

[refers to [B)6), ®X7)C)

b)(©). (b)(7)(C)
b)(©); (b)(7)(C)

land

Ideclined to be interviewed.

b)(©); (0)(7)(C)

[District Attorney’s Office has accepted this case for prosecution.[P® ®0NC) ]
persons were cited for misdemeanor violations of California Penal Code 597, in addition,

[eYE). ®Y7)(C) |were cited for felony violations of California Penal Code 182. Ultimately, a
number of these individuals were successfully prosecuted.

ok ok ok ok
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SYNOPSIS

This investi #ation was opened to determine if [X®: ®X7XC) |
[pX®): OM(C) Fold and shipped fighting roosters to other states and P GX)C) IThe

mxesu%:atm.n resulted in a search warrant that was executed in [P)®) ©X(XC) ¢ [P)E). OXNC) |
[Y6)_ Lontraband and other cockfighting items were seized durino the warrant._In PO @()C
[b)6), ®)X7)C) and co-defendant/PX®) ©X7C)

pled no contest tof2X); kount of California Penal Code Section 597i, Possession of Animal
Fighting Instruments.

BACKGROUND

The Animal Welfare Act Provisions on Animal Fighting

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service (APHIS), has general enforcement responsibility for the Animal Welfare Act (AWA).
Among many other provisions, the AWA prohibits individuals from sponsoring or exhibiting an
animal in a fighting venture, such as dog or cockfighting, if the animal was transported across
State lines or in foreign commerce for that purpose. The law prohibits selling, buying,
transporting, or delivering an animal in interstate or foreign commerce for animal fighting.
Cockfighting and dogfighting is illegal in all states.

DETAILS
TITLE 7 UNITED STATES CODE 2156(b)

BUYING, SELLING, DELIVERING, POSSESSING, TRAINING, OR TRANSPORTING
ANIMALS FOR PARTICIPATION IN ANIMAL FIGHTING VENTURE

CALIFORNIA PENAL CODE SECTION 597j(a)
PROBABLE CAUSE, POSSESSION AND TRAINING OF A BIRD FOR A FIGHTING
EXHIBITION

CALIFORNIA PENAL CODE SECTION 597i
UNLAWFUL POSSESSION OF COCKFIGHTING INSTRUMENTS

Inl,(b)(a); ®)7)(C) Jthe USDA, Office of Insnector General (OIG), received information from

©X®.ONC) __ [County Sheriff’s De~ut:F2)6): ©)X7XC) [ Deputy[?©" OXC) | thatPXE), |
(0)(6); ©)7XC) |address JP)XE). ®XNC) |California (CA), was listed in[2©):Eockfighting
websites, [b)6). (b)7)C) [ and[b)6). ®XN(C) | The websites mentioned that fighting
birds|®)®: ®X7XC) [from[P®) ONC) |
B)6), O)7)(C ; o - BY®), BT -

In Deputy NN |mvestxgat1ve report (Exhibit 1), Deputy‘( e lstated the 8%?{;(;
®®. Jink showed]®)6) ®)X7)XC) roosters®6). ®NEC) " | Another
)6) B)7N)C) |showed|©)6E): krooster [(®X6). ®)7C) [ Based on Deputy

(b)®). B)7)C) |Iraining and experience, these were indicative of cockfighting.

In a website addressed asfP)®). ©X7)(C) "] Deputy [P® PO |discovered anf o
[©X6), ®)7XC) ['A_contributorf®X6). BXNC)

b)(6); (b)(7)(C)

attadhed 01O OXN)C) [also mentioned thal®e: BXIC) |
fighting cocks|(®6) ®XNC) L ontributaP)E). OXNC) )
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HEQLE) |

contributor later[?)®

AGENT’S NOTE: Sparring is a brief fighting match between roosters to see if they are game
enough, or have the tendency to fight, before they are purchased. Sparring is

accomplished with the roosters fitted with rubber boxing boots.

; ~ . b)), O)(7)(C

A review of another/®® ®X7(C) |revealed that a contributor, known asl'® OO
mentionedkb)(ﬁ)i bXN(C) spar roosterslPX®) X)) I the
)C) |

same[PIe). B1) That[oXe). &7
fighting 1mplement used in cockfighting; and the roostersl(b (6). ®)(7)(C) ]
|(b){b} (b)(7)(C) |

Surveillance and additional investigation revealed Wi); (b)7XC) lis located at

[©)6). BX7)C) Califomia. [X® ®XDC) _ Deputy[*X® ©XDC) |
witpessed[>©) ©(NC) ' las well as
ORI lroosters. Deputy [7©®X9 " lestimated that there were at least [0} |
[2)X6), |birds at the search warrant site spread [P)X6): ®)X7)C) ]

BYO)

AGENT’S NOTE: Roosters/®®: ®N(©) andjb)7\(c)

[B)E); ®)7)C) |

on[”® _)Eb i | the OIG, ther OIS tounty Sheriff’s Department and thelib)(s) |
(bX 9 ~_ICounty Animal Services Department executed a search warrant at P)®). ®X7)(C)

[PX6:®XTXC) |CA. Evidence obtained at the site includedPY®): ®X7C) |
(0)(6); ()(7)C) jpertaining to cockfighting. Animal Services handled the roosters and

(0)©). Jfound at the property.

~

lad b)(6); (b)(7)(C) |

Durine the search, recent receipts for payments to [PX€: ®X7C)
[PX6). ®)7)C) CA were discovered. A telephonic warrant to searchi®®) ®XNC) bite

was subsequently obtained.[P)6) ®X7)XC) |were taken from [eXE). BX7IC) |

This investigation was presented to the United States Attorney’s Office in the Central Judicial
District of California, however, the case was declined for prosecution due )9 |

Onl®®): ©XNC) |a misdemeanor complaint was filed agamstl ) (O)7)C) Iand'f%imj
X6 BXNC) kharging them with[?€|counts of Penal Code Section 597j(a), Possession of a

' b)(®); (b)(7)(C) .
o A nd leaded no contest to[2) kount

of Penal Code 597i, Unlawful Possession of Cockfighting Instruments. Each defendant was
ordered to serve |§E{§§Z,,, lears probation, destroy all contraband, pay a fine and reduce their number

of roosters to |(b (6); (b)(7)(C) |

% ok Ak ok k
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DETAILS

This investigation was conducted to determine if{?X® ®XNC)
violated the Animal Welfare Act by attempting to smuggle gamecocks across the international border with the
Republic of Mexico for participation in an animal fighting venture in violation of 7 USC 2156 and 18 USC 554.

According to CBP records, on [©) ©XN(©) |entered the US via the PY®) ®I7NC) IPort of

Entrv (POE) at approximately [P)©). n a [0)6). ®)NC) license plate
f)®); ©X7(C) |During entry, the CBP Offficer stationed [P)6): ®)(7)C) noticed ~~methin~ unusual about the

Eb)(ﬁ); Iand b)(6); (b)(7)(C)

According to the CBP report prep aed by Officer [°X6) ©)X7)C) ~ IExhibit 1), on [P© ©XNC) at
[o)e). Officer [P)6): G)7)C) was|©)6). GX7(C) lat the[P©)._ ]

(0)6).__ |POE. [p)6).®)7)XC) | AR httamntina to exit the

US and enter Mexico alerted[P® BI/IC] ’_}Nmb)(e), ®)N©)

o)), GX7)C) the vehicle. [PX0) BI7IC) Stopped [P0 OXCT_ bnd

asked ifl®lhad anvthina to declare or if [°X jwas transporting anything from the US to Mexico. [P®) ®X1C)

stated “No,” [P/0) OX1(C) limmediately located a")©). ®)X7)(C) | with feathers

and claws protruding out.[?6placed [P® ®XN©) " jin restraints and escorted [i7y/to the Security Office.

[oXOX CXNC) ﬁt:rmed PREEITNC) that the )5, belonged to P® ®CT Tyt did not provide a
name and said as paid(®)/®) _besos ner bird to smuoele them into 9)6) ©X(N©) |said the person
who coordinated the opera DX6), BX7)C) |who contacted [X%) by radio and
instructed®® lto 00 to the[?©: ©NC) [inI®)©): ©)?)XC) o pick up the birds, and transport them to the
I(b;)(;s;;);; in[D6) ko meet with[®)©) ©)X7)XC) ived|?)©:lthe money when picking up the birds and was
due to receive [ ©NC)  bp delivery.[?©: CXNC) ad[P)6). ®)7XC) hn merson, and stated the money
was payment for the attempted bird smuggling.

Upon further inspection, the hidden compartme tcontained@'birds;lgfma}'oosters and Itﬁjtsj; BY7YC) ] USDA
Veterinary Services eventually removed thi d whi ) oo were-deceased.

On|(b)(6); ©)7XC) Ithe facts associated with this investigation were discussed with an Assistant United States

Attorney, Southern District of California, San Diego, CA, who accepted it

for nrosecution. Special Aocent
b)O). OXTXC) K SA[P)®):_ ) subsequently performed a warrantless arrest of [°/€) ®X7)(C) d on PRS- BT ]
|(b)(6), |

a criminal complaint was filed.

On[®)6); ®XN)C) la Federal Grand Jury for the Southern District of California, San Diego, California,
indicted(®X®-®XMC) __ |in afPX®lcount indictment charging{®X®. }vith smuggling gamecocks across the

international border with the Republic of Mexico for participation in an animal fighting venture, in violation of
7 USC 2156 and 18 USC 554.

Onl(b)(e)’ e aount superseding indictment was filed B A Jchargingth
smuggling gamecocks across the international border with the Republic of Mexico for participation in an animal
fighting venture in violation of 7 USC 2156 and 18 USC 554 supported by 9 CFR 91.4 and 71.1, and False
Statements in violation of 18 USC 1001.

On (0)(6); (O)7)C)
16 USC 3372 and 3373.

Jpled guilty to unlawful exportation of wildlife in violation of the Lacy Act

AREEEE
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DETAILS

was conducted to determine if [PX®): ®X7XC) |

b)(6); (b)("X(C)

|

violated California Penal Code 597 — Possession of Cocks for Fighting.

on [P eN©)

Icounty of [P ®TC) Pepartment of Animal Services, Officer ™ P |

[o)6); (B)D(C)

informed United States Department of A ericulture (USDA) Office of

Inspector General (OIG) that Animal Services Officer [P/©: ®)X7)(C)
suspect for violations involvine cockfiehtine. [?®: ®O kaid that
were beih®served on PYX6: ®X7)C) ,—’5a

|was investigating a

[0)©). lanimal fighting warrants
and that the subiect of the warrants was

[p)6), BX7IC) lfurther stated that the®®, _ ]
W 0 ing served on [P)6) ®X7)C) llocated at [P)©): ®)7XC) |
b)6); (b)(7)(C)

CARS,,

here [P)6): ®)X7)(C) breeds and tr

(0)(6);

fISVir AV7alY

(0)6),  |warrant was

on [0)6); b)(7)(C)
IAccording to[0)6): ®)7)C) |the|b)©):

located at l’k'o)('ﬁ); 0)(T7)(C)

(b)(6); (b)(7)(C)

|(b)(6): ®)7)C)

e,

‘ arrant was being served on
[located in CA.[P®. OO kaid[bX believedPl®) BIC) |

was involved in interstate/international shipment of fighting cocks.

On|[®)6); ®Y7)(C)

khe[*)®: ®XIC) Department of Animal Services, with the assistance of OIG,

executed search warrants atl®)®): ®)7)C)

1cAPX®. | TExhibit 1),

]l'b'rtb), BRTICT

[(Exhibit 2), and[P)E). BY7C) ICA

(018}, [(Exhibit 3). [P0 GX7IC)

The investigation was presented to the
case for prosecution. On[®)¥6) ®)X7)XC)
Superior Court of California . [°)6). ®)(7)XC)
597j. Trial is scheduled for[®®» ©X7XC)

as not issued a citation.

a comnlaint was filed in the County of [~'© ©
lfor!(b)(ﬁ)Jcount of California Penal Code

A ok o %k %k
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Te-2416-16
SYNOPSIS
This investioation was conducted to determine if{?©) ®0C) fand
|(b) 6); (b)(7)(C) bf'rb)(s); (d)7)(C) l
[©)6); (B)7)(C) Tintentionallye)®): ®)X7N)C)
l(b)(ﬁ). (b)(7)C)
subsequent destruction of [2)©). O)7)(C) Ibreeding chickens|P)©); G)X7)(C) |
= (5 i o = : . ' b)(6); ©)(7)(C
This investigation did not substantiate thatl(bxs)' ©X(C) . '@nd@
©©) ©7C)  [intentionally 6 ®NC)  [)E) BXNC) |with a [P6) ©XD(C) |
A - . [6Y®), ©XC B)(6).
[B)®); (0)7)(C) Iand[b )®). (B)7)C) ]demed( )6); (b)(7)(C) b%%%(C)
(0)(6); (b)(7)(C) wnthaf )6); 0)(7)(C) I

This investigation was conducted jointly with the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI).

18 U.S.C. 43 - FORCE, VIOLENCE AND THREATS INVOLVING ANIMAL ENTERPRISES

Inf ). (0)(7)(C) |the FBI notified the Unued.Slales.DenanmanoﬁAsmcultu:e_Dfﬂce of
Inspector General, Investigations Office,[® ©XDC) — |that [0XO) CX7XC) lhad
occurred in [©©) ®XN©) focated at|P/®) ®XNC) |
(b)(6); (b)(7)(C)

(b)(6); (bX7)(C)

(b)(6); (0)(7)(C)

On [PX6). B)7XC) |was interviewed
by Special Agent (SA)[PY®) ®XN(C) [FBI, [PXe»®)7XE) land said:

Krb)(‘i); (b)(6); (®)(7)(C) |
b)(4). (b)(6). (b)(7)(C)

[o)@); ®)E); ©X7NC)




Te-2416-16
b)(4); (6)(6). (0)(?)(C)

b)@); (b)(6); (bX(7)(C)

AGENT’S NOTE: b)(4); (b)(6); (b)(7)(C)

Onl[®X6): ®X7)(C) Wwas
interviewed by SA[0)X6). ©)XNC) Jand said:

(b)6); (0)(7)(C)

[ believed that due [P® ®NC)
b)), GX7)C)

b)(4); (b)(6); (P)(7)(C)

D)(6), (O)(/)C)

occurring
|they had to be caused by [P}, ®7X0) oY@, ©Y6),

On |(b)(6): (b)7)C)

[36) BINICY [was interviewed bv SAPO.OMNC) Lod said thatlP© O
[©® OO [and[P)E) EXNC) [on [P7®) O7TO)

pfter being|[?)©): |
](b)(G), ®X7)C) [from the[o16) GIIC) \Yrale

SAPE ONC) ladvised that afted®© @) |

on or about[0)®:®XNC) __ [and®)6). GXN(C) Ei
l(b)(G); ®)(7)(C) Iapproachedl(b)(ﬁ)? ®)(7)(C) labout a
conversation|®) fhad with{)©): ®)(7)(C)

©©). GX7IC) Wlnned to
©)6); ®)(7)(C)

[©XE). PX7TXC) [after the[oX6) ®Xn©C) __ [had @ BXI©)
|©)6), BX7)(C) |'Speciﬁcal|y,|( b)(6); (b)(7)(C)
[©16): ®XN(C)

pLacinglb)e); (o)(7)(C)
|'(b)(6); (®)(7)C)

lin order tof®®);
TpTanned 1o]®X: ®X7XO0)
rrom a [P)6), (PY7XC)
lin order to|( b)(6); (0)(7)(C) |

Q.
7~
S

3-
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On[PIE; ®NC) Jwas interviewed by SA[?® ®7C) Jand the
Reporting Agent (RA) and denied[2®: ®X(0 |
(b)(6);

On[P®. ONO) lwas interviewed by SA[P® O lnd

Task Force Officer [P)©): ©)7)(C) and also denied [0)®); (b)7)(C) I
©)6), L)Y — '
[PERRE) |

The RA and/or FBI agents interviewed (®'©: ®(/C) who said in
substance that[?)©). ®©)X7)(C) |
BYET, BYTC) falso said that[9® 00 |
(b)(6), (b)(7)(C) |

The facts of this investioation were discussed with an Assistant United States Attorney,|©)©®: ®©((C)
District of [?)©): ©X7)C) | who declined to prosecute.

% x k¥



USDA UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
P - OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL - INVESTIGATIONS
Southwest Region
Temple, TX

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

FILE NUMBER: TE-3330-16 DATE: October 14,2011
TITLE: (b)(6); (b)(7)(C)
T T s ]

CASE TYPE: Animal Fighting

SPECIAL AGENT: [7©®0©

(b)(6)

APPROVED BY:

ABELINO FARIAS, JR. (/
Special Agent-in-Charge

Distribution

1-Assistant Inspector General for Investigations, OIG, Washington
1-Special Agent-in-Charge, Temple

This document is FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. It and its contents are
not to be distributed outside your agency, nor duplicated, without
prior clearance from the Office of Inspector General, USDA.




Te-3330-16

SYNOPSIS

This investigation was conducted to determine if [*® ®XN(©) bt. al., knowingly kept a
place for the participation and observation of animal fighting, sponsored an illegal gambling business
and moved game dog(s) in interstate commerce to participate in an animal fighting venture in [?S), .

LI

. — . 5 : .
The investigation determined thatlﬁg%kcx Iandfb)(s)' (OXPXC) hperated an illegal
gambling and dog fighting venue on property belonging to[°)6). ©)X7)(C) ITX.

During the investigation, undercover surveillance video determined they performed acts in furtherance
of or to facilitate_a dos fichting and gambling operation. [PX6) ®)7)(C)

X0, Jand [P)O) OXNC) g_Jﬂmowingly sponsored and exhibited animals wherein at least one
animal was transported in interstate commerce from o Texas and elsewhere. Additional video
determined that all of the above mentioned subjects were present and participated in the animal fighting,
as well as I(b)(ﬁ); (®)7N(C) |
rb)(ﬁ); (b)(7)(C) |

On[?® ®M© iy the United States District Court, Eastern District of Texas, SACITS) Lll P®, ]
identified subjects, as shown above, were charged in a|<b)(6) kount Indictment with Conspiracy;
Sponsoring or Exhibiting an Ammal in an Animal Flghtmg Venture; Aiding and Abetting; and Buying,

Selling, Delivery or in an Animal Fighting Venture.

Fromlfﬁ!f?%‘m khroueh[®I®) BXTIC) |subjects pled guilty and were sentenced in
multiple courts. [?© ©7(C) " Ipled guilty in the?®._hnd was sentenced to serve [2X®; |conﬁnement
and pay[?)©). . Jin fines.[PY6) ©XNC pnd [°©). ©XN(C) lvere all sentenced in
Eh;éygm rp0un Court [0)). _ and each defendant recelved@[years Deferred Adjudication
Probation,|))%) . fin fines, and|®)%), lhours of communitv service. On P®:®XNC) _ fhe Federal
Indictment s dlsmlssed forfb)(s) GX7XC) land[®Y®): ©XNO) lin lieu of State
prosecution. [P®) ®XNC) Lyas sentenced in the[P)®)_Jto serve[Djears probation, pay [P)€,__Jin fines, and

n restitution to the Humane Society of the United States (HSUS).[0)6). ~  |wvas sentenced, in

the%), fto serve[Pl}ears probation and pay[? [0)®), _Jin fines.[P)O) ®X7)XC) [was sentenced in the
b)©). _kourt to serve .. ears probation, pay [P)S),  Jin fines, and[®)®) ®)X7)C) jin restitution to the HSUJS

(b)), B)(7)(C) |was sentenced, in the United States District Court, Westem Dlstnct of Arkansas,m

[0)©).  land was ordered to servel'ears probation, pay € fin fines, and [2)€). . in restitution to the
HSUS.

On[®®.GXN©)  khe indictment for”® X as dismissed.

This investigation was conducted jointly with the Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI), Missouri State
Highway Patrol, Texas Department of Public Safety, and the HSUS.

BACKGROUND

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Animal Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), is
responsible for protecting and promoting U.S. agricultural health, administering the Animal Welfare
Act, and carrying out wildlife damage management activities. The Animal Welfare Act provides APHIS
with the ability to regulate minimum care of warm blooded animals used in research, bred for
commercial sale, exhibited to the public, or commercially transported. In addition, the law requires
standards of animal care be established and enforced.

-
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On or about P& ©X7N(C) linformation was received from the USDA, Office of Inspector General
(OIG),[0)6): 0)7)C) [that[2)©).  Jand [P)©): ©)X7)C) |were participating in a dog fighting
operation involving numerous individuals from multiple states. Undercover investigators determined
[6):  lang[PX®: @XNXO) lere actively orchestrating a large-scale dog fighting venue scheduled

for{oXO BITXCI o EX6). GI7IC) [property in[DSITX.

18 U.S.C § 371 CONSPIRACY
18 U.S.C. § 2 and 49 AIDING and ABETTING

7 U.S.C § 2156(a)(b) ANIMAL FIGHTING VENTURE PROHIBITION
TEXAS PENAL CODE § 42.10(a)(3) DOG FIGHTING

B)(©), O)(1)(C ; . ~ ;
On[”® ® Lindercover investigators were present on[®®: ®X7XC) Iproperty in

B)6). GXO [TX, and [O)0) (0)(6); (0)(7)(C) (0)(6); (b)(7)(C); (b)(7)(D) 1Undercover
surveillance video determined that [0)6): (O)7)(C). G)7)(D) |

b)(6); (b)(7)(C); (b)(7)(D)
B)®). ®)(7)(C); B)T)(D) | Furthermore,
additional video determined that{)©): ©)(7)(C); (©)(7)D) ]

b)(6); (b)(7)(C); (b)(7)(D) I
b)(6); (B)(7)(C); (B)(7)(D) |

4 b)(6
OnfPT N i the[O0). [XEr BT |

]( )(6); B)(7)(C) |

RARS AR |were charged in a[?©), [count Indictment (Exhibit 1) with
Conspiracy; Sponsoring or Exhibiting an Animal in an Animal Fighting Venture; Aiding and Abetting;
and Buying, Selling, Delivery or Transporting Animals for Participation in an Animal Fighting Venture.

On multiple Federal Arrest Warrants were executed on the aforementioned subjects bv the
FBI and USDA-OIG. During the arrests, [°X®) ®)X7(C) [agreed to a consensual release of 2/€), |
fighting dogs into the custody of the HSUS (Exhibit 2).

- e . ; b)(6); (b)(7)(C 0 0 J
On[®©) ©XXC) kelinquished ownership of YOLONC " pit Bull Terriers into the

- » " . b
On|[®)6): ®)7XC) |was sentenced in the (P9, |having pled guilty to countlof the
indictment, and was ordered to servel?)%.,..  Fonfinement and pay[?)®). i fines (Exhibit 4).

On[®®) CXNC) |and[®Xe= XD Wwere all sentenced in[2l0)~, |
County Court,|$E\S§\m TX, and each defendant recelvedbg‘ |years Deferred Adjudication Probation,
20 fin fines, and[?)©) hours of community service (Exhibit 5).

b)(7)C) h\(7\
©YE), OXNC) B)®), DYTIC
Onl(b)(s)'(b)m(c) ]the Federal Indictments forr SRR land RIS
were dismissed in lieu of prosecution by the State of Texas.
7 | oL b)©
Onl(b) 0. ®X©) " |the Federal Indictment of [2©: ®NC) Ivas dismissed. ( "was not charged

in State court.
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On [PX©: ©X7XC) was sentenced in the[?)%), . lhaving pled guilty to count[2of the
indictment, and was ordered to serve[C]years probation, pay[?)%) . |in fines, and [2%), . lin restitution
to the HSUS (Exhibit 6).

On [P)®: ©7XC) lwas sentenced in the United States District Court, Western
District of Arkansas,[?® ®(C) having pled guilty to count/®®]of the indictment, and was ordered to
serve[Clyears probation, pay|[P)©). .. fin fines, and[?)8), . [in restitution to the HSUS (Exhibit 7).

HAAYRAY/A)

- : - : : b
Onfb)(s)’ e Lvas sentenced in the Efzfgl;mi-avmo nled guilty to countf the

indictment, and was ordered to serve[®)lears probation and payf"%)., |in fines (Exhibit 8).

BY®), BYNC in thel® Ihavi ,
Ol ) was sentenced in thelpaorc, having pled guilty to countf
the indictment, and was ordered to serve{") lyears probation, pay |§23§?{;m in fines, and [®)6). ®X7)C) jin
restitution to the HSUS (Exhibit 9).

EEEE)
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Te-3330-18

SYNOPSIS

This investigation was conducted to determine if [©)® ©X7XC) knowingly
facilitated and participated in dogfights at[?®: ®X7X©) Tip [PXC): ®X7XC) |OK,, in which others from
neighboring states participated. -

The investi~ation determined that !(b)(t—;)im hosted®%), Hogfights atfo’® ®XNO Tin |€b)(6); (b)(7)(C)|
OK, on [P)6) ®)XN(C) and[?®> P IThe investigation also determined that [P GX7XC)]
was actively training and breeding pit bulls for the purpose of dog fighting.

On[?©: ®OO) |in United States District Court, Eastern District of Oklahomafb)(s); ®)7)C) |
OK [0 . |pled guilty to F?)(f’) kount of Possessine an Animal for Participation in an Animal
Fiohting Venture, and on[*®: ®X© as sentenced toears probation,

D)(6). : b)(6), b)(6); g

mmme detention, a fom |ﬁne, and Hﬂ, |spe01a1 assessment.

This investigation was conducted jointly with the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), the
EE}@';N Etate Highway Patrol, and the Oklahoma Highway Patrol.

BACKGROUND

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
(APHIS) is responsible for protecting and promoting U.S. agricultural health, administering the
Animal Welfare Act, and carrying out wildlife damage management activities. The Animal
Welfare Act provides APHIS with the ability to regulate minimum care of warm blooded animals
used in research, bred for commercial sale, exhibited to the public, or commercially transported.
In addition, the law requires standards of animal care be established and enforced.

o), A ' :
On tb)( LBOLTP) information was received from the USDA, Office of Inspector General,
(USDA-OIG),[PX®. ®N(C) [that [©)©): ®)XN(C) fwas actively participating in a dog
fighting operation involving numerous individuals from several states. This information was
obtained as a result of undercover acents [P)©) ©X7)(C) Hogfights[0)©) ®)7(C) |
hosted on[P/® BXIC) land PO ®XNCT |

7

U.S.C § 2156 POSSESSING AN ANIMAL FOR PARTICIPATION IN AN ANIMAL
FIGHTING VENTURE

On[P’® ®INC) 4 Federal search warrant was executed at [P ®XNC)

OK, in an effort to obtain and preserve evidence of an alleged dog ing venture by [®©: ®NC)|
Numerous dog fighting implements and documentation, as well as (%X |pit bulls were seized at the
property. USDA-OIG relinquished the care and custody of the seized animals to the Humane
Society of the United States, who then arranged for the placement of the animals in Jocal shelters.

On |(b)(6); OATXC) IExhibit 1) relinquished ownership of the seized animals to USDA-
OIG and the FB1,[Y©): ®XNC) pK,
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D)(©); (b)(7)(C)

On [p)6). ®)X7XC) in the Um d States District Court, Eastern District of Oklahoma,

)X6). ~ |was charged in af> count indictment (Exhibit 2) with Conspiracy, Sponsoring an
Animal in an Animal Fighting Venture, and Possessing an Animal for Participation in an Animal
Fiohting V

On [P®) ®7)C) in said courtlgﬁg{(o\ Ipled guilty to count EE?S??W bf the indictment,
Possessing an Animal for Part1c1patlon in an Animal Fig e. On [P)®) ©XNC) |
as sentenced (Exhibit 3) toyears probation home detention, a 2%, |

P)XS). . Ispecial assessment.

D NLTN

ne, and [?)
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DETAILS

This survey investigation was initiated to capture time associated with potential dog
fighting investigations in[2X8). .. |

. . fb)(®6); 2 s ] .
Information was developed that supported cases opened mEmm(r‘\ |mvolvm2 b)E). |
. b)(5) — Deliberative Process Privilege
residents, but

* ok ok ok ok



USDA OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL
sl United States Department of Agriculture

September 12, 2023

Subject: Log No. 22-00075

This letter responds to the January 21, 2022, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)! appeal to the
Office of Inspector General (OIG) at the Department of Agriculture (USDA). On appeal,
Inspector General Fong granted a portion of your appeal and remanded your request to FOIA
staff for further processing. FOIA staff received the remanded request on February 28, 2022,
and assigned it FOIA Log No. 22-00075. You requested copies of the final report, report of
investigation (ROI), closing report, closing memo, closing letter, referral memo, referral letter
and any other conclusory document regarding the USDA OIG investigations listed in your
request.

We are enclosing 24 pages of responsive records. Pursuant to FOIA, certain information has been
redacted and withheld as it is exempt from release. Specifically, in accordance with

5U.S.C. § 552(b)(6) and (b)(7)(C), the names, signatures, initials, and other identifying information
of individuals were withheld because release of this information could reasonably be expected to
constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. Exemption 6 protects information about
individuals in personnel and medical files and similar files when the disclosure of such information
would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. Exemption 7(C) is limited to
information compiled for law enforcement purposes, and protects personal information when
disclosure could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.

We have enclosed an explanatory sheet of FOIA exemption explanations. Please be advised that
we have considered the foreseeable harm standard when reviewing records and applying FOIA
exemptions.

You have the right to appeal this decision by writing to the Inspector General, U.S. Department
of Agriculture, 1400 Independence Avenue SW., Whitten Building, Suite 441-E,

Washington, D.C. 20250-2308. Appeals must be postmarked or transmitted by email no later
than 90 calendar days from the date of the adverse determination. The outside of the envelope
should be clearly marked “FOIA APPEAL.”

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and
national security records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S.C. 552(¢)

(2006 & Supp. IV 2010). This response is limited to those records that are subject to the
requirements of the FOIA. This is a standard notification that is given to all our requesters and
should not be taken as an indication that excluded records do, or do not, exist.
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You have the right to seek the assistance of the OIG FOIA Public Liaison. You can also seek
dispute resolution services from the OIG FOIA Public Liaison or the Office of Government
Information Services (OGIS).

As part of the 2007 FOIA amendments, OGIS was created to offer mediation services to resolve
disputes between FOIA requesters and Federal agencies as a non-exclusive alternative to
litigation. Using OGIS’ services does not affect your right to pursue litigation. If you are
requesting access to your own records (which is considered a Privacy Act request), you should
know that OGIS does not have the authority to handle requests made under the Privacy Act of
1974.

You may contact OGIS in any of the following ways:

Office of Government Information Services
National Archives and Records Administration
{OGIS} 8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Phone: (202) 741-5770

Fax: (202) 741-5769

Toll-free: 1-877-684-6448

E-mail: ogis@nara.gov

Web: https://ogis.archives.gov

For information about OIG, please refer to our Web site at http://www.usda.gov/oig/. Should

you have any questions or need additional information, please feel free to contact our office at
(202) 720-5677.

Sincerely,

A LISO N Digitally signed by

ALISON DECKER

Date: 2023.09.12
D EC KE R 0;:098:41 -04'00"

Alison Decker
Assistant Counsel

Enclosures: Exemptions sheet/documents
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SYNOPSIS

This investigation was initiated through cooperation between several federal, state and local
agencies to investigate criminal violations of the Animal Welfare Act. Criminal prosecutions

related to investigative operations were pursued by the United States Attorney’s Office in the
b)E). ()X7)C) hnd county courts throughout[?Y®: ®XNC)

Agency personnel partnered with federal task force initiatives such as the Violent Crimes Task
Force (VCTF) and the Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task Force (OCDETF) to conduct
investigative operations into suspected animal fighting operations. The investigations disclosed
widespread Animal Welfare Act violations whereby individuals were engaged in organizing
underground dog fighting or cock fighting operations that included illegal gambling and narcotics
trafficking. Items seized in the course of investigation included narcotics, U.S. Currency, firearms,
and vehicles. Violations of the Animal Welfare Act included the conspiracy to commit animal
fighting; buying, selling, and possessing of fighting dogs; the manufacture, distribution, and
possession of dog fighting paraphernalia; and attending an animal fighting venture.

This survey initiative has been operational since [?)%), . |and has resulted in three spin-off
investigations. Task force operations to date have yielded 30 indictments, 82 arrests, 15 search
warrants, and numerous convictions. Additional State and Federal prosecution of defendants
identified through task force operations is ongoing and will be reported under their respective case
numbers.

The following spin-off cases were opened as a result of this investigation:

Target or Kennel Name Case Number Location Case Type
b)(®). ()(7)(C) CH-3330-0031 _ [®)€): ®)X7XC) Cock Fighting
Dog Fighting

CH-3330-0033

Dog Fighting
CH-3330-0036

Investigation of the above referenced cases will continue under their respective case numbers, and
future Animal Welfare Act investigative activities will be reported under the respective case
number.

* % %k ¥ %
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Ch-3330-0034

A survey investigation was opened in [?©: ®(N(C) Ito address

allegations of animal fighting and animal welfare violations.

b)(8); (b)(7XC)

This case was worked jointly with the 26, County Sheriff’s Office|”" @)
The following individual was investigated:

Name Address USDA OIG
Case Number

(B)6). BX7)C) S EREGE) —

The results of the above investigation were reported under the corresponding case
number.

(b)(6); (L)(7)C)

This case was worked jointly with[®)©): ®X7)(C) |
(0X6); 0)7)C) [)X6): ®)X7XC)  TThe following kennel was investigated:

Name Address Summary

b)(8); (b)(7)C) (b)(6); (B)T)C)

Subject(s) storing and
breeding dogs for fighting
purposes.

The United States Attorney’s Office IO OXNC) Heclined to accept this case for
prosecution.

* k k Kk %
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Ch-3330-0037

SYNQOPSIS

This joint investigation was initiated based upon a referral from the High Intensity Drug Trafficking
Areas (HIDTA) Task Force during [?)©); and involved a narcotics trafficking and animal
fighting operation in the Northern District of Ohio. Our efforts focused on [P)6) PX7)C) hn
individual identified by HIDTA personnel as possibly engaged in animal fighting.

SPONSORING AND EXHIBITING ANIMALS IN
ANIMAL FIGHTING VENTURE -7 U.S.C. § 2156 (a)(1)

POSSESSING AND TRAINING ANIMALS FOR
ANIMAL FIGHTING VENTURES — 7 U.S.C. § 2156 (b

(b)(6); (b)(T)(C)

On [USDA-OIG personnel assisted IDTA with the execution of federal
search warrants issued by the United States District Court for the Northern District of Ohio in

[X6); ®XN(C) Ohio. The search warrant operation conducted in [?©): ®XN€) " |Ohio

was executed by FBI SWAT personnel, and broke up an animal fight in progress involving
roosters. Additionally, five search warrants were executed in [?©) ©X7)(C) |Ohjo, seeking evidence of

animal fighting, narcotics, money laundering and other criminal violations. USDA-OIG personnel
assisted with the execution of the search warrant at the rooster fight in hio as well as
locations inhio. The[P)©) locations in (0)6); LX7XC) hio, were used by the subjects
of this investigation to raise and train roosters for fighting. USDA-APHIS-Wildlife Services and
Ohio Department of Agriculture personnel assisted with the handling of the roosters during warrant
operations.

On (b)(6); (b)(7)C)

appeared for an Arraignment and Change of Plea Hearing
pursuant to an Information filed on [®)6): ®)7)(C) Exhibit 1) in the United States District Court for
the Northern District of Ohio [P©): ©(0(C) pleaded guilty to the Information, waived
Indictment, and signed a Plea Agreement. The Information contained [PS) Founts of Money
Laundering, 18 USC 1956(a (3)(B)count of Operating an Unlicensed Money Transmitting
Business, 18 USC 1960;{2)©); kounts of Sponsoring and Exhibiting Animals in Animal Fighting
Venture, 7 USC 2156(a)(1) and ounts of Possessing and Training Animals for Animal Fighting
Ventures, 7 USC 2156(b).

On [PX6): €X/X©) |was sentenced (Exhibit 2) to[**® ©X® fincarceration,
follog:vgd by[P)€), Jyears of supervised release. Additionally, (D)0~ Was ordered to pay a[P)®).
fine h{fql;mlspecial assessment, and forfeiture in the amount of $[PX6) ®XNC) |

This case was prosecuted by the United States Attorney’s Office, Northern District of Ohio.
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HY-3330-0045
SYNOPSIS

This investigation was conducted to determine if animal fighting was occurring in the state of
Delaware, specifically inounty and ounty. As a result, the U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA), Office of Inspector General (OIG) began an investigation intg [2©) 0X7)(C)
[0)6); (X7)(C) who operated a dog fighting venture that went by the name [P© ®©0C) ]
[2X6). ©XNC)_[in[P)®), [County, Delaware. USDA, OIG’s case stemmed from a Delaware State
Police (DSP) and Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA}, and Delaware Animal and Care
Control (DACC).

The investigation disclosed that between©)©). ®)X(C) property located at
|{b){6)1 (L)THC) |which served as[P)©6). ®)(7)(C)

bull dogs in the animal fighting venture and was used for conducting dog fights.[P)6). ©XN(C) |
trained and bred pit bulls for participation in dog fighting competitions; traveled to other
locations in interstate commerce to participate in dog fights; and sponsored and exhibited dogs in
animal fighting competitions in interstate commerce by transporting and causing the
transportation of dogs across state lines.

DETAILS

Onl(b){a): b)7XC) IDSP and DEA executed a search warrant atl{b){B)? ®)7)C) L‘esidence for a
(0)6)  |violation. While at the residence, DSP observed a large number of dogs [0)6) ®)N(C) |
the property and contacted DACC officers. DSP and DACC contacted USDA, OIG (OIG) for
assistance. DACC responded to the property, observed evidence of animal neglect and dog

fighting, and obtained a search warrant related to dog fighting.

Scattered throughout the[®©): ®)NC) lhouse, DACC investigators found adult American
Pit Bull Terriers, including]P)€ puppies.[©)6) BX7)(C) |
b)(6); (b)(TXC) | In the
P)6)Jof the property was|”©) ®)7)C) Iwithin which DACC found|P)®): ®)7)(C) |

[b)(6); (b)(7)(C) |
b)(8); (b)(7)C)

for various dogs.

In the[P)®). Jof the property, DACC officers found a[®)6); ®)7)(C) ltype device in
whicHPI®), BXNC) |
(0)(6). ()7HC) | Also in the[P)©): bf the property wagP)6). _ |with a[®)®) ®)X)(C) |

(b)(B); (bXTHC) |c0ntained dog |{b){6} (B)TNC) |
b)), B)(7)(C) [DACTT took custody of all the animals.

During the course of this investigation, the [P®. DE Police Department (SPD) was also
conducting a separate investigation into|{b){5}i ®NTHC) ’_For a
[e)6), ®YN©C) bllegation. During the SPD investigation,|2)©): ®X7)(C) were

obtained. [P)©) ©)7)C) SPD realized that|§ﬁ{§§{(m Iandtflﬁ%m |




HY-3330-0045

[0)E); ©)XT)C) |related to animal fighting. SPD in
accordance with the Delaware Attorney General's Office made thoseavailable to
USDA, OIG for review.

After|(b_H6}? ®)7XHC) lit was determined that/2©),_.  had been operating a

[P® ®7©)|animal fighting venture [©: ®)XNC) lpit bulls that[P)bought, sold, fought,
and killed.[?)©): ®)N(C) Ipit bull [o)E) ®X7)C) fighter that
b)e), purchasing.l‘m{a); ©XN©) [ dogs]®)E); B)7)(C) land also about dogs
b)), (oXTHC) [&Y®), BXNC) |were able to be
corroborated with|P)6). ~ [admitting to the behavior during interviews.

JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS

This case was accepted for prosecution by the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of
Delaware.

In |{b}{6)5 ®)7NC) |was charged in a criminal information with possession with intent to
BY(6); BN)C) lin violation of [PX6) ®X7IC) |

FbHG}: b)7HC) |knowingly sponsoring and exhibiting an animal fighting venture in
violation of 7 U.S.C. § 2156(a)(1); and buying or transporting an animal for the purpose of
participating in an animal fighting venture in violation of 7 U.S.C. § 2156(b) (Exhibit i).

In [©X6); ©)XN)(C) Was convicted and sentenced to a total of [2©): ®X7)C) imprisonment to be

followed by PO ®C) lsupervised release, and ordered to pay a special assessment of
(Exhibit 2).

* ¥ ok ok ¥k
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HY-3330-0050

SYNOPSIS

This investigation was initiated in response to a request from the (BHSENDC

DR e to assist them with an investigation into the alleged
[eX6), @XN(C) land organized cock fighting taking place in the[p)o), Founty,
Virginia area.

(0)(6); (P)(7)(C)

This investigation revealed that
|(b}{6}1 (0)T)C)

|0f I?E{E?{m |Virginia, were engaged in the breeding
and selling of roosters to be used in animal fighting ventures, as well as {P6) PX")C) |
|(b){5)l (bX7THC) |These

activities were carried out in a conspiracy with s |

I(b){ﬁ);{b){?){C} |ll‘l b)(8); (b)7)C) |operated by
b)(B); (b)7)(C) and

b)E). BX7)C) [ Between2® O00  Jand PO OO |
[BYEY ©XTC)

| were

arrested, indicted, convicted, and sentenced as a result of this investigation.
X&) ®NC) lwas interviewed and admitted tof?X® ®I7C) [for the purposes of holding
cock fights. [oXeR HO) |[to attend these fights, to become
[Br0)-®X7XC) | admitted that
people fought birds there in order to win money.[?)®). hlso admitted|®6); PXNC) |
b)(B); (b)(T)C) fighting pit.
BI6 [admitted to[PI®) GXNC) |
PIOLEXDC) wag interviewed and admitted to[®)©) PXN©C) or the purposes of holding
cock fights. [°)9), . ladmitted to[P)©). ®XNC) ladmitted
olfb}(ﬁ} (b)(T)(C) |
b)), (BXT)C) as interviewed and admitted to rb){s}; ©XNC) For the purposes of holding
cock fights. [)o) admitted to[P® CIDC) |
I(b)(S (b)THC) |
rb){6 A Iwas interviewed and admitted to Fb){a)?{b}{?)(c) cock

fighting[®'©® ©X7C) admitted to[PE) BC) |
b)(6); (bX7)C) |

_ bXe. . |Il ght attendees.

b)(8): (b)(7)C)

declined to be interviewed during this investigation.

This matter was prosecuted by the United States Attorney’s Office for the Western District of
Virginia,l{b){6)? DYT7)C)




ANIMAL FIGHTING - 7 U.S.C. § 2156
CONSPIRACY -18 U.S.C. §371

ILLEGAL GAMBLING - 18 U.S.C. § 1955

b)(8); (b)(7)(C)

Exhibit 1 are pertinent excerpts from [?© ©XC)®XNO) lreparding this investigation, which
summarizes the undercover operations in which|®©®) ®©)(C) G)X7)D)

I(b){S); (O)(T)CY. (XTHD)

discussed or engaged in animal

fighting and/or illegal gambling activities.

During this investigation|

b)(8); (b)(7)C)

(0)6). 0)7)C) Wwere arrested and questioned (Exhibit 2). The results of these efforts are summarized

below,

(b)(6); (EXTHC)

(Was arrestedrb 165N

b)(6)

}waived - rights and was interviewed.

admitted to

b)(8); (b)7)(C)

(b)(6);
(D)7

for the purposes of holding cock fights.}p)), hdmitted to

(0)(6); (B)(T)(C)

(b)(6); (b)THC)

admitted that people fought birds

there in order to win money|?®), ladmitted that{®)©) ®((C)

[aNTATS

on the property and/®®: ®)XNC)

)¢ bdmitted

(b)(B); (L)THC)

tol(b){ﬁ}: (0)T)C)

was arrested af®®) PXC)

waived| ) rights and was interviewed.

admitted to[?© ©)1C)

For the purposes of holding cock fights [2)),

|of the fighting pit.

(0)(6),

)7

dmitted to

(b)(6); (L)T)C)

(0)(6); (b)THC)

hdmitted to EY6T BT

POONC |as arrested 6 GXC)

admitted to

i 1. f . b)(B);
|wa1ved Egigmghts and was mterv1ewed.

b)E): G)TIC) for the purposes of holding cock fights ")) admitted to

(b)(B); (E)(7)C)

(b)(6); (L)7)C)

(0)(6); (P)THC)

B)(6) O)7)C
was arrested at{ HEABTAE

(b)(6) ; 3
walvec‘{b}{?)mghts and was interviewed.

(b)(6);
(b)(T)(

admitted to

b)(8); (b)(T)(C)

(0)(6); (b)T)C)

|admitted tol{b){ﬁ); (0)T)C)

(b)(B); (L)7)C)

attendees.

|{b){6); (b)1)(C)

b)(8). (b)(7XC)

|was arrested af|

declined to be interviewed.

|ﬁght

On |{b){6}; (0)7)C)

PJB). CXTC) hwere indicted (Exhibit 3) by a federal grand jury in the Westem District of Virginia



and charged with |
gambling enterprise

(b)(6)

b)(6); (b)TXC)

b"ﬁ)lcount of bX6)

criminal violations related to animal fighting and operating an illegal
Was also indicted on

bXTHC) I

Exhibit 4 contains the court records documenting the prosecutive actions in this matter, which
are summarized below.

(0)(6): (b)(7)C)

seized from|

(b)(6)

(b)(6); (

DIGIO) Ry

(b)(B); (B)(7)(C)

items seized ﬁ‘ommff?{, lmme and had a money judgment imposed against ED)W ’f
additional

lead guilty. .
orl"lyears of supervised release, fined

home, and had a money judgment imposed againstf, )

. —— b)(
plead gmlty. as sentenced tocmths in prison, placed oears

of supervised release, fined[")%,. lin Special Assessments, ordered to forfeit all items

()X5). Kfor an additional

D)6
as sentenced to -)(

months and‘ay in prison, placed

b)(6);

b)(7)C

b)(B); (b)7)(C)

[(b}(b‘); B)7)(C)

(b)E); (b)7)C)

(b)(6);
(B)(T)

(b)(®); (b)(7)(C)
in prison; ti.}(

years of su

for an additional|{b“5}- X

. =g .« _1Kb)(6);
as convicted via jury tnalEhifTim,
pervised release; fined

plead guilty.
of supervised release, fined |1}
n cash seized from

(6),
(b)(6)

In Special Assessments, ordered to forfeit all

bX0) or an

1 b . .
was sentenced to onths in prison, placed onears
in Special Assessments, ordered to forfeit the

ome, and had a money judgment imposed against
which was to be paid jointly or severally.

was subsequently sentenced toomhs

forfeit the[®

severally wit

(b)(B); (b)(7)(C)

b)(6).
| () A

b)(6), (b)(7)(C)

6). bITIC) |3
-

co-defendants, an addition

n cash seized from|, .,

in cash seized from

plead guilty and was sentenced to

b)(B);

(2)6).  lin Special Assessments; ordered to
Eb’(ﬁ) ome; and, was ordered to pay, jointly or

al b)(6); (b)(7)C) '

.'nonths in prison, placed on.'ears of
supervised release, fined ;b{ﬁ?-{;m kn Special Assessments, ordered to forfeit the

ome, and had money judgment imposed against

or an additionall(b X6). (0X7)C) }vhich was to be paid jointly or severally.

PROSECUTIVE DETERMINATION

This case was prosecuted by the United States Attoney’s Office for the Western District of

Virginia [P® ®XNC)

a
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL
Northeast Region
(0)(6); (L)7)(C)

i
2

DATE: (b)(6); (L)(T)C)

REPLY TO
ATTN OF: HY-3330-0055

TO: Deputy Administrator
Marketing and Regulatory Programs
Business Services
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service

D)6
FROM: BETHANNE M. DINKINS [~
Special Agent-in-Charge
for Investigations
SUBJECT: I(b){ﬁ}; ®)7XC) |— Animal Welfare Violations

The purpose of this memorandum is to inform you of our decision to close the above-referenced
investigation, initiated in [P)©): ®)(7)(C) | In cooperation with the Police Department,
Animal Cruelty Division, and the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ), Environment and Natural Resources
Division (ENRD), the investigation was initiated to investigate possible violations of the Animal Welfare
Act.

The investigation initially identified [®)6). ®)N)(C) s possibly
involved in the breeding and training of dogs for the purposes of fighting within the [b)6), (d)(7)(C) |
After extensive records reviews, interviews, and operations, investigative efforts failed to show
knowledge, on the part of E{E%C that these violations were ongoing. As such, DOJ, ENRD declined to
prosecute this matter.

If additional information is required, please contact Christopher Robinson, Assistant Special Agent-in-

Charge, at|(®)®) or me atfP)©)

Ee:
Assistant Inspector General for Investigations, OIG
File
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HY-3330-0057

SYNOPSIS

This investigation was conducted to determine if PXG); (bXTHC) as engaged in
animal fighting, the breeding and selling of dogs for the purpose of dog fighting, and engaged in
acts of animal cruelty.

The investigation revealed that |{b){6)? ©X7IC) Iiacilitated the mauling of a|(b)(5}; (BYTNC) |dog by a pit
bull-style dog iossession]{b)(e}" ) this act and{P)©): ®)7)(C) |
in order to increase the sale value of the pit bull-style dog by representing it as a fighting dog.
Furthermorengaged in conversations with an undercover police officer to
participate in an organized dog fight.

DETAILS

Onl{b){a); ©)XN(C) |a detective with thg™®© ©N©) County Police Department (PYE)CPD
contacted the reporting agent (RA) and provided the following information regarding “
as well as requesting the assistance of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Office of
Inspector General (OIG) with thePD investigation:

During the month of |(b}{6)" (OX7)C) |was contacted by an anonymous source in reference
toFb)(G}? (®)X7)C) |training pit bull style dogs to be aggressive and fight. The source directed

|§E¥?L hol{b}(ﬁ): (b)(TIC) ||(b)(5}j (b)(T)C) |

Bhccessed the [PEr ©XIIC) fBIE). BX7IC) |
e ol _ bf[PXE),_bit bull style
dogs, and photos of ajaon~jsubject positively identified|®)®: ®XNC) [P)6) GXNC) |
Police Department who had|[®)®): ®)X7)C) Iwith[®X6): OXC) |

In [PYE) BXNIC) khe [PY® BNC) [ X6, (OX7NC) lis a small pit
bull stylelP®),__ hnd 4000) BXNO) o2 [PO) GI7IC)

[BX6) BINC) As [P6: O Kthe small pit bull style dog is
observed |)6) ®)XN(C) ldog, and then|®)X6) G)XNC) Hog. The pit
bull style dog is then[)6). B)X7)(C) idog. The pit
bull style dog can be seen )6 CXN(C) [dog [©)6): BXN(C)

Acting in an undercover ca pacity [/ EII)NC): B)N)D) |
|(b)(5); (BYTHC); (b)THD) (D)(6Y, (bXTHC) |b){5): (BUTNCY; (p)(THD) |

|{b)(6): (B)THC); (b)T)D) |

On [)6); P)7)(C) [CPD and USDA, OIG executed a search warrant at the residence of
D)E). OXNNC) 11 addition[P© PN lyag interviewed and made the following statements:

. o), DY) DIC :
At the time Ehﬁ?gm |0f1{ )(6); ©)(7)(C) Ithe dog[P®. ®XNC) |
involved by the name of]ﬁmﬁhm }who lives|0)6); (0)XN)(C) lised)®) ]
PXOEC)  lhe [BY6). ®X7(C) |

S




HY-3330-0057

Agent’s Note: [V PN fig the name of the pit bull-style dog et

fore1 BX) ldogfPrEr BITT) |threw the dogf®X®) ®XTIC) |
know what happened to it.
0)8)]was trying to[PX6): ®XNC) land stated |(b)(6}? ©)7XC) |

b)(8); (b)(7)C) |(b)(6); (LXT)C)

[P)X6)._ |increase[P)O)value.
P)6). OXTIC) Lag subsequently arrested on probable cause by[PX6|CPD.

JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS

This case was accepted for prosecution by the State’s Attorney’s Office for[®)X6): ®)X7)IC) |
County.

(0)(6); (B)(7)(C) e . . -
On was charged in Circuit Court of [PX6: ®XC)  Founty with

criminal violations including dog fighting, possessing or training a dog for dog fighting,
possession of dog fighting implements, aggravated animal cruelty, animal cruelty, and dog
fighting.

b)(6); (bUTHC
On(){ ). (RXTHC)

pled guilty in Circuit Court of |(b)(6); e bounty to
[p)6). kounts including aggravated animal cruelty, dog fighting, possessing or training a dog
for dog fighting, and possession of dog fighting implements.

D)) BNTNC) lwas sentenced to EE&?E,,‘ %ears in prison to be followed by E%}% years of supervised
(b)(6);

release, and was ordered to pay n restitution.

* ok ok ok %k
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Te-3330-0039

SYNOPSIS

This investigation was conducted to determine if |{b){6}" ®)XN(C) Mississippi
actively engaged in an animal fighting venture.

The investigation established rb}{a)" ©X7C) }was actively engaged in an animal fighting venture.
The animal fighting venture included training and breeding pit bulls for the purpose of dog
fighting, and organized gambling.

This investigation was conducted jointly with the 53{}?{@ ounty, Mississippi Sheriff’s

Department SD).

BACKGROUND

On or about [PX6): ®XN(C) Hhe&SD conducted a State search warrant and evidence was
seized indicating(®®: ®XN(C) bred and trained pit bulls for the purpose organized dog
fighting. The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Office of Inspector General,
(OIG) was contacted by theSD who requested assistance with the investigation.

From rb){a}; s throughib)(e); ©)N(C) Ithe Reporting Agent (RA) reviewed the
evidence obtained by thel2 CSD via the search warrant served on|®X6). @XN(C) [The RA also
reviewedrb)(a)? ®)X7)C) cellular telephone data, photographs, and interviews. The evidence
was reviewed in order to determine if |‘b)(6)'3 ©X7)C) |Was actively engaged in an animal fighting
venture.

On|[®)®); E)X7)C) lin the United States District Court for the Southern District of

Mississippi[©)©): ®)XN(C) lvas charged via a Bill of Information withc-ount of violating 7
U.S.C. § 2156(D) (Exhibit 1).

On[)6): (X7)C) in said court,l{b){a)i PXRAC) bled guilty (Exhibit 2) and on |{b)(6); —— |was
sentenced tof*© ®XNC) iprobation, ordered to pay a [P)9),  [fine, and a|§Ei§?i( |special assessment

(Exhibit 3).

A
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SF-3330-0052

SYNOPSIS

I(b)(ﬁ); (0)7)C)

This investigation was conducted to determine if

|{b){6); B)7)(C) [ID|®)X®).  ~brganized an animal
fighting venture infp)o)~,  [County Idaho.

Investigation disclosed that on [?®: ®XN(©) fFalsely
represented|?)©): ®)7)(C) |assigned to[P)©). fin order to complete
{0)6); ©)7)C) lknowingly misrepresented
|(b}(5)2 (b)(THC) | gowcouldl(b){ﬁ): (b)(THC)

An additional investigation conducted by the Eﬁiﬁ?i{q County Sheriff’s Department discovered a
cock-fighting venture in progress on[?X®): ®X7)C) Subsequent investigation by the United
States Department of Agriculture Office of Inspector General and the ounty Sheriff’s
Department revealed that{2)® ®)C) [was the organizer of the event.

This case was prosecuted by the United States Attorney’s Office, District of Idaho, and the

ounty Prosecutor.
o> W Jpled guilty tofFTE kelony count of B8~

[PY6). ®)7XC) [in violation offP)®) ®)X7C)
[P)X6): ®NC) [was sentenced to time served (Exhibit 1).
e b Ipled guilty tof?X®misdemeanor count of

Exhibition of Cockfights in violation of Idaho Criminal Code 25-3506 [P©) ®X7(C)

(0)6). ®)7XC) was sentenced tofP)8)_ lime served and a[2)%),_ fine (Exhibit 2).

* Ok Rk k%
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Te-3330-21

SYNOPSIS
This investigation was conducted to determine if[*©): ®©X(7(C) knowingly kept a place for
the participation in and observation of animal fighting, sponsored an illegal gambling business,

and participated in an animal fighting venture, in[0)®).  |Texas, located in|{*§}{§}‘; _.. [County

Texas.
The investigation determined that®©> ®((C) pperated an illegal gambling and gamecock fighting
venue located onropcrty in[P)6) _ [County Texas

This investigation was conducted jointly with theCounty Special Crimes Unit SCU);
exas Police Department [EXPD); Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS), Texas
Rangers, and Air Wing Division; Humane Society of the United States (HSUS), Washington,
D.C.; and the Texas Department of Family Services (DFS).

BACKGROUND
On or about |{b}{6)" ©XN(C) |the Reporting Agent (RA) was contacted by theSCU, who

requested the assistance of United States Department of Agriculture (USDA). Office of Inspector
General (OIG) regarding a large-scale gamecock fighting operation incxas.
According to[P[CSCU,[P)6). | D)XB), . lgamecock fighting and gambling
venue on@pmpeny i ounty Texas. Additionally2ICSCU surveillance efforts
revealed that over approximatelyarticipants and spectators were attending these animal
fighting events.

TEXAS PENAL CODE § 42.09(6) CRUELTY TO ANIMALS

On®)6) EX7XC) DA-OIG,[PX'SCU, DPS,[PPD, HSUS and DFS executed a State Search
Warrant on[?© ©XNC) |5roperty, during the scheduled time of an on going animal fighting

venue. During the warrant, evidence of a gamecock fighting operation, to include documents,

fighting paraphernalia,{P)6). (B)(7)C) lroosters,
and[P)6). lvere seized. Other items of evidence seized included an [©)©) ®X7)C)
(D)(6); (b)THC) d

[0)X6). . Tin cash. On scene,[PX®)[individuals were arrested and charged with a[0'®©) ®(C) |
ambling violation. The arrests included a suspect[P)©): ®)7)(C) |

(D)(B), (LXTHC) [Tn addition to the arrests,

approximately [P)®). ©X")C) [were on the property and [X6). (B)N(C) |

(b)E); L)THCYDFS.

The RA determined that from[®©) PX7)XC) |all®®individuals pleaded guilty to the

gambling violations and [P/® ®XDC)fin fines were collected by the Justice of the Peace, Precinct

©)E), County Texas. On[P)6) ®)X7)(C) |fighting roosters were euthanized by USDA,

APHIS Veterinary Services under Court Order|[?)®): ®)(7)C) ounty Texas.

On?Y6) GX7XC) Ian Assistant County Attorney, ). |County Texas, filed [P® ®XNC) ]
|

©)X6),___ |Bills of Information inf®©._ County Court, chargingf®/®). ®7C)

(b)(6); (L)T)C)

B



Te-3330-21

b)(8); (b)(7)C)

ith Conspiracy to Commit Cruelty to Livestock Animals (Exhibit 1).

On [P6) ®X7)C) |in thcfb){a)lJudicial District Courlj%%m bounty Texas as }Eﬁéﬁ&%ﬁf@

|(b){5); (b)(T)(C) Exhibit 2). On:
|)6)._ |the indictment for |{b)(6}é (bX7)C) |was dismissed (Exhibit 3).
On[PX®): GXNC) _ Ipleaded guilty to the Information and was sentenced to[P'® @)
probation and ordered to pay 222, fine (Exhibit 4). On[PX®) ®XN(C) the Information charging
|(b)(5}-3 ®)7HC) |was dismissed (Exhibit 5). Legal action continues at this time.

* * * * *
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