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N~lSJll National Nuclear Security Administration 
Office of the General Counsel 

National Nuclear Security Administration P.O. Box 5400 
Albuquerque, NM 87185-5400 

March 20, 2024 

SENT VIA EMAIL 

This letter is the National Nuclear Security Administration's (NNSA) final response your January 
4, 2023, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request. 

You requested a copy of the following: 

"A copy of the title page, cover page, and table of contents of each after action report on a NEST 
exercise found with a reasonable search." 

Your request was received in our office on March 27, 2023. Upon receipt, we forwarded your 
request to the NNSA Office of Counterterrorism and Counterproliferation (NA-80) to conduct a 
search for responsive records. We also forwarded your request to the NNSA Nevada Field Office 
(NA-NV) for search and processing. 

NA-80 and NA-NV and its Management and Operating contractor, Mission Support and Test 
Services, LLC., located twenty-six (26) responsive documents. The documents are being provided 
as outlined below. 

Responsive Documents 

Twenty-six (26) documents are being provided to you with deletions pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552 
(b)(6) and (b)(7)(c) (Exemption 6 and 7c of the FOIA): 

1. NUW AIX 14 Interagency AAR 
2. Vibrant Response 15 AAR 
3. NUWAIX 17 AAR 
4. Marble Challenge 1701 AAR 
5. NUWAIX 19 AAR 
6. Cobalt Magnet 2019 AAR 
7. Marble Challenge 20-01 AAR 
8. 1989 Nestor title - eDCRO 2403 
9. 1990 Jigsaw III VI title - eDCRO _ 243 8 
I 0. 1990 Jigsaw III VI TOC - eDCRO _ 2440 
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11. 1990 Jigsaw III V2 title - eDCRO _ 2441 
12. 1990 Jigsaw III V2 TOC - eDCRO _ 2442 
13. 1994 Mirage Gold title - eDCRO _ 2404 
14. 1995 Jigsaw title - eDCRO_2431 
15. 1995 Jigsaw TOC - eDCRO_2436 
16. 1995 Mile Shakedown cover - eDCRO 2407 
17. 1995 Mile Shakedown title - eDCRO 2412 
18. 1995 Mile Shakedown TOC 1 - eDCRO 2414 
19. 1995 Mile Shakedown TOC 2 - eDCRO 2425 
20. 1995 Mile Shakedown TOC 3 - eDCRO 2427 
21. 1995 Mile Shakedown TOC 4 - eDCRO 2428 
22. 1997 Jigsaw title - eDCRO _ 2443 
23. 1997 Jigsaw TOC - eDCRO _ 3126 
24. 1998 Ellipse Alpha cover memo - eDCRO _ 2405 
25. 1998 Package Satyr title page - eDCRO_2445 
26. 2001 Wasatch Rings cover memo - eDCRO _ 2406 

Exemption 6 permits the withholding of personnel and medical files and similar files when the 
disclosure of such information would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal 
privacy. The purpose of Exemption 6 is to protect individuals from the injury and embarrassment 
that can result from the unnecessary disclosure of personal information. To determine whether 
disclosure would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, the public interest 
in disclosure, if any, must be balanced against the privacy interests that would be invaded by 
disclosure of the information. In this case, the names, titles, and contact information of employees 
have been withheld. Release of the information pertaining to these individuals will cause 
inevitable harassment and unwarranted invasion of personal privacy for this individual and could 
cause unwarranted scrutiny by persons or entities harboring political, philosophical, or other 
objections to the mission of the Nuclear Security Enterprise and our agency. NNSA has 
experienced a rise in phishing attempts as threat actors aim to obtain access to sensitive information 
as well as to Information Technology (IT) and Operational Technology (OT) networks, and release 
of employee names/email addresses will assist these threat actors in their efforts to gain access and 
exploit the agency's IT and OT systems. 

In addition, release of this information would not shed light on the operations of the federal 
government since the underlying information related to the agency's actions is being provided. 
Since its release will not reveal anything of significance to the public, the interest in protecting 
against the invasion of privacy that would result to the individuals in question far outweighs the 
public interest in such disclosure. 

Exemption 7(c) of the FOIA provides protection for, among other things, records or information 
compiled for law enforcement purposes and may be withheld from disclosure, but only to the 
extent that the production of such law enforcement records or information could reasonably be 
expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. The information withheld 
under Exemption 7c includes names, titles, and contact information of agency employees who are 
federal law enforcement officers. Public identification of these individuals could conceivably 
subject them to harassment and annoyance in the conduct of their official duties and in their private 
lives. 
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The Department of Energy (DOE) regulation IO CFR § I 004.1 provides that documents exempt 
from mandatory disclosure under the FOIA shall be released regardless of their exempt status, 
unless DOE determines that disclosure is contrary to public interest. For the reasons described 
above, NNSA has determined that release of the information described above is not in the public 
interest. 

Pursuant to 10 CFR § 1004.7(b)(2), I am the individual responsible for the withholding of 
information pursuant to Exemptions 6 and 7c of the FOIA. 

You may appeal DOE's withholding of information pursuant to 10 CFR § 1004.8(a). Such an 
appeal must be made in writing within 90 calendar days after receipt of this letter, addressed to the 
Director, Office of Hearings and Appeals, HG-I, U.S. Department of Energy, 1000 Independence 
Avenue SW, L'Enfant building, Washington, DC 20585. Your appeal must contain a concise 
statement of the grounds for the appeal and a description of the relief sought. Please submit a 
copy of this letter with the appeal and clearly mark both the envelope and the letter "Freedom of 
Information Appeal." Please specify that you are appealing DOE redactions. You may also submit 
your appeal by email (preferred method) to the following email, OHA.filings@hq.doe.gov, 
including the phrase "Freedom of Information Appeal" in the subject line. Thereafter, judicial 
review will be available to you in the District of Columbia or in the district where (1) you reside, 
(2) you have your principal place of business, or (3) the Department's records are situated. 

You may contact me, NNSA's FOIA Public Liaison, Office of the General Counsel, at 1-866-747-
5994, or by mail at Department of Energy, National Nuclear Security Administration, Office of 
the General Counsel, P.O. Box 5400, Albuquerque, NM 87185, for further assistance and to 
discuss any aspect of their request. Additionally, the requester may contact the Office of 
Government Information Services (OGIS) at the National Archives and Records Administration 
to inquire about the FOIA mediation services they offer. The contact information for OGIS is as 
follows: Office of Government Information Services, National Archives and Records 
Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 20740-6001, e-mail at 
ogis@nara.gov; telephone (202) 741-5770; toll free 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile (202) 741-5769. 

There are no fees chargeable to you. If you have questions about the processing of your request, 
please contact Ms. Keyyme Anchondo by e-mail at keyyme.anchondo-bustillos@nnsa.doe.gov, or 
write to the address above. Please reference Control Number FOIA 23-00134-KA. 

Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

Ch · t· H Digitally signed by 
rl $ In a • Christina H. Hamblen 

Hamblen Date: 2024.03.20 
12:50:51 -06'00' 

Christina H. Hamblen 
FOIA Officer 
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Bechtel 
Memorandum 
To: Distribution Date: July 6, 1998 

From: - RSL-24 No.: 2224-RT-98-0086 
Technical Operations Section, 5-8820 

Subject: NUCLEAR EMERGENCY SEARCH TEAM 
AFTER ACTION REPORT - ELLIPSE ALPHA '98 
Project No.: NI A 

SUMMARY 

On June 20, 1998, the Nuclear Emergency Search Team (NEST) Search Response Team (SRT) 
deployed to Exercise "Ellipse Alpha 98" (EA-98). Although the initial participants were aware 
of the deployment date and destination, the complete notification chain and deployment 
procedure was tested during the call out. In the course of the exercise, operational requirements 
dictated that a second SR T be deployed to provide a 24-hour a day search capability. The 
second group was deployed no-notice from their homes directly to Mccarren International. The 
two teams re-deployed separately on June 25-26, 1998. All pre-determined exercise objectives 
were met. 

OBJECTIVES 

The general objectives are listed below. Specific daily objectives are given in the daily 
SITREPS (attached). 

Complete the exercise in accordance with the BN Zero Accident Philosophy. 
Follow all relevant BN Safety procedures. 
Maintain real-world SRT standby capability. 
Provide the search capability to the DOE technical response. 
Deploy the SR T via commercial aircraft with all assets as carryon, check baggage, or air freight 
Configure the Search TOC within three hours of arrival. 
Conduct Professional mobile/ handheld search operations (as necessary). 
Conduct Novice mobile I handheld search operations (as necessary) utilizing law enforcement 

personnel trained on site. 
Successfully transfer/ receive secure data to/ from other deployed DOE elements (via ICE 2.2 

standard). 
Interface on technical issues with other DOE deployed assets (e.g., NRAT, JTOT II). 

BN-0041 (02196) 
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PACKAGE SATYR 
AFTER-ACTION 
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4-6 August 1998 

PREPARED FOR DOE BY: 

Oak Ridge Institute for Science and Education. 

OFFICL4L lISE OiVLY 
ContGlins infonnGttion which may he exen1:ptfrom puhlic releGtSe under the Freedom of 

befern'lGttion Act (5 U 8. C. 552), stthsection (b), exeH1:ption ntfl'J'leer 3. AwrovGtl B)' the 
· · Department of Energy prior to puhlic release is required 



I 
Interoffice Memorandum 

To: 

From: RSL-24 
Technical Operations Section, 4- 1016 

Date: April 17, 2001 

No.: 2224-RT-01-0079 

Subject: SALT LAKE CITY WASATCH RINGS EXERCISE AFTER - ACTION REPORT 
(AAR) 
Project No. NIA 

On Wednesday, April 4, 2001, the Search Response Team (SRT) deployed to Salt Lake City, UT to 
support exercise "Wasatch Rings." Enclosed are the after action report, situation report (SITREP's) 
and attendance sheets associated with this events. 

Should you have any questions, please contact me at 4-

twr 
Subject Code: EMT 18 

Enclosure: as stated 

cc: Correspondence Control, w/enc., NL V008 
w/encs., RSL - 20 
/encs., RSL - 23 
/encs., RSL- 19 
w/encs., RSL - 24 
/encs., RSL - 25 

encs., RSL - 24 
/encs., RSL - 23 
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