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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

6/28/2023 

RE: Your FOIA Request to Treasury, Case Number 2019-05-152 

This is an interim response of the Department of the Treasury (Treasury) to your Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) request dated 5/26/2019. You have requested access to the following 
records: 

"A copy of each email containing the word TUBMAN in the mail account of the 
following individuals during the time period January 1, 2019 to the present, using an electronic 
search: - each Counselor to the Secretary of the Treasury - the Chief of Staff - each Deputy 
Chief of Staff - the White House Liaison - the Assistant Secretary for Legislative Affairs - the 
Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs." 

Your request has been processed under the provisions of the FOIA, 5 U. S.C. § 552. A 
reasonable search was conducted for records responsive to your request. In response to the 
search, 138 pages were located within the Departmental Offices of Treasury. After carefully 
considering these records, I am releasing 133 pages in full and five (5) pages in part. The 
withheld information is protected from disclosure under the FOIA pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552 
(b )(6). 

Exemption (b)(6), Permits withholding ofrecords and information about individuals when 
disclosure would be a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. 

Treasury has considered the foreseeable harm standard when reviewing the records and applying 
these exemptions. 

There are no fees assessed at this time since allowable charges fell below $25. 

You have the right to appeal this decision within 90 days from the date of this letter. By filing an 
appeal, you preserve your rights under FOIA and give the agency a chance to review and 
reconsider your request and the agency's decision. Your appeal must be in writing, signed by 
you or your representative, and should contain the rationale for your appeal. Please also cite the 
FOIA reference number noted above. Your appeal should be addressed to: 



FOIA Appeal 
FOIA and Transparency 
Office of Privacy, Transparency, and Records 
Department of the Treasury 
1500 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20220 

If you submit your appeal by mail, clearly mark the letter and the envelope with the words 
"Freedom oflnformation Act Appeal." Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically 
transmitted within 90 days from the date of this letter. 

If you would like to discuss this response before filing an appeal to attempt to resolve your 
dispute without going through the appeals process, you may contact our FOIA Public Liaison for 
assistance via email at FOIAPL@treasury.gov, or via phone at (202) 622-8098. A FOIA Public 
Liaison is a supervisory official to whom FOIA requesters can raise questions or concerns about 
the agency's FOIA process. FOIA Public Liaisons can explain agency records, suggest agency 
offices that may have responsive records, provide an estimated date of completion, and discuss 
how to reformulate and/or reduce the scope of requests in order to minimize fees and expedite 
processing time. 

If the FOIA Public Liaison is unable to satisfactorily resolve your question or concern, the Office 
of Government Information Services (OGIS) also mediates disputes between FOIA requesters 
and federal agencies as a non-exclusive alternative to litigation. If you wish to contact OGIS, 
you may contact the agency directly by email at OGIS@nara.gov, by phone at (877) 684-6448, 
by fax at (202) 741-5769 or by mail at the address below: 

Office of Government Information Services 
National Archives and Records Administration 
8601 Adelphi Road- OGIS 
College Park, MD 20740-6001 

Please note that contacting any agency official (including the FOIA analyst, FOIA Requester 
Service Center, FOIA Public Liaison) and/or OGIS is not an alternative to filing an administrative 
appeal and does not stop the 90-day appeal clock 
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You may reach me via telephone at 202-622-0930, extension 2; or via e-mail at 
FOIA@treasury.gov. Please reference FOIA case number 2019-05-152 when contacting our 
office about this request. 

Enclosures 
Responsive document set (138 pages) 

Sincerely, 

Shirley Brown 
Senior FOIA Specialist 
for Mark Bittner 
Director, FOIA and Transparency 
Office of Privacy, Transparency, and Records 
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Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

White House Press Office 

Sat, 4 Jul 2020 03:35:37 +0000 

McGuire, BrianDisabled 

Executive Order on Building and Rebuilding Monuments to American Heroes 

** Caution: External email. Pay attention to suspicious links and attachments. Send suspicious 
email to suspect@treasury.gov ** 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

July 3, 2020 

X 

Office of the Press Secretary 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 

BUILDING AND REBUILDING MONUMENTS TO AMERICAN HEROES 

By the authority vested in me as President by the 

Consti t ution and the laws of the United States of America , it is 

her eby order ed as f o llows : 



Section 1 . Purpose . America owes its present greatness to 

its past sacrifi ces. Because the past i s a l ways a t risk of being 

forgotten, monuments wi l l always be needed to honor those who 

came before . Since the time o f our founding , Americans have 

r aised monuments to our greatest citizens . In 1 7 84, the 

legislatur e o f Virginia commi ss i oned the earliest statue of 

George Washington , a "monument of affection and gratitude" to a 

man who ''unit[ed] to t he endowment[s ] of the Her o the virtues of 

the Patriot" a nd gave to the wor l d " an Immortal Example of true 

Glory." I Res. H. Del. (June 24, 1784 ) . In our p ublic parks and 

p lazas, we have erect ed statues o f great Americans who , through 

acts of wisdom and daring , built and preserved for us a republic 

of o r dered l iberty. 

These statues are si l ent teachers in solid form of stone and 

met al . They preserve the memory of our American story and s t ir 

in us a spirit of responsibi l ity f or the chapters ye t 

unwritten . These works o f art cal l forth gratitude for the 

accompl i shments and sacrifices of our exceptiona l fellow citizens 

who, despi te their f l aws, placed thei r virtues , their talents , 

and their l ives i n the service of our Nation . These monument s 

exp r ess our noblest ideals : r espect for our ancestors , l ov e o f 

freedom, and s triving fo r a mo r e perfect union . They are works 

o f beaut y , creat ed as enduring t ribut es . In preserving them, we 

show r e verence for our past , we dignify our p resent , and we 

inspire those who are to come . To build a monument i s to ratify 

our shared national project. 

To destroy a monument i s to de secr a te our common 

inheritance. In r ecent weeks , i n the mi dst of protests acro ss 

America , many monument s have been vandal ized or destroyed . 

local government s have r esponded by taking their monuments 

Some 



down . Among others , monuments to Christopher Columbus , George 

Washington , Thomas Jefferson , Benjami n Franklin , Francis Scott 

Key , Ulysses S . Gr ant, l eaders of the abolitioni st movement, the 

first a l l-volunt eer African-American regiment of the Union Army 

in the Civil War , and Ame r ican soldiers killed i n the First and 

Second World Wars have been vandal i zed , destroyed, or r emoved . 

These statues are not ours alone , to be d iscarded a t the whim 

of those inflamed by fashionable political pass i ons ; they belong 

to generati ons that have come before us and to generations yet 

unborn . My Administration will not abide an assault on our 

collect i ve national memory . In the face of such acts of 

destr uct i on, it i s our responsibil i ty as Amer i cans to stand 

strong against t his violence , and to peaceful ly transmit our 

great national stor y to future generations through newly 

commissioned monuments to American heroes . 

Sec . 2 . Task Force for Building and Rebuild ing Monuments to 

American Heroes . (a) There is hereby established the 

Interagency Task Force for Bui lding and Rebuild i ng Monuments to 

American Heroes (Task Force) . The Task Force shall be chaired by 

the Secretary of the Interior (Secretary) , and shall include the 

fo l lowing additional members : 

(i ) the Administrator of General Services 

(Administrator) ; 

(ii) 

Arts (NEA) ; 

the Chairperson of the National Endowment f or the 

(iii ) the Chairperson of the National Endowment for the 

Humanities (NEH); 



(iv) the Chairman of the Advisory Council on Historic 

Pr eservation (ACHP) ; and 

(v) any officers or employees of any executive 

depar tment o r agency (agency) designated by the Pres i dent or the 

Secretary . 

(b) The Department of the Interior shall provide funding and 

admini strative support as may be necessar y for the performance 

and functions of the Task Force . The Secretary shall des i gnate 

an official of the Department of the Interior to serve as the 

Executive Dir ector of the Task For ce , r espons i b l e for 

coordinating its day-to-day activities . 

(c) The Chairpersons of the NEA and NEH and the Chairman of 

the ACHP shall establ ish cross-department initiatives within the 

NEA, NEH , and ACHP, respectively, to a dvance the purposes of the 

Task Force and this order and to coordinate relevant agency 

operations with the Task For ce . 

Sec . 3 . National Garden of American Heroes . (a) It shall 

be the pol i cy of the Uni ted States to establ i sh a statuary p ark 

named the National Garden of American Heroes (National Garden) . 

(b) Within 60 days of the date of this order , the Task Force 

shall submi t a report to the Pr esident thr ough the Assistant to 

the Pr esident for Domestic Policy that proposes options for the 

creation of the National Garden , including potential locations 

for the site . I n i dent i fying options , the Task Force shall : 

(i ) strive to open the National Garden expeditiously; 



(ii) evaluate the feasibi l i ty of creating the National 

Garden thr ough a var i ety of potenti a l avenues, i ncludi ng existing 

agency authorities and appropriations ; and 

(i i i) consider the avai lability of authority to 

encourage and accept t he donation or loan of statues by States , 

l ocalities , c ivic organi za tions , businesses , re l igious 

organizations , and individuals , for displ ay at the National 

Garden. 

(c) In addition to the requirements of subsection 3 (b) of 

thi s order, the p r oposed options for the Nat i onal Garden should 

adhere t o t he criteria described in subsections (c) (i) through 

(c) (vi ) of thi s section . 

(i) The National Garden shoul d be composed of stat ues, 

including statues o f J ohn Adams , Susan B. Anthony , Clara Barton , 

Daniel Boone, Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain , Henry Clay , Davy 

Crockett , Frederick Dougl ass, Ameli a Earhart, Ben jami n Franklin , 

Bi l ly Graham, Al exander Hamilton, Thomas J efferson, Martin Luther 

King , J r ., Abraham Lincoln , Dougl as Ma cArthur , Dolley Madison , 

J a mes Madison, Chri sta McAul i ffe, Audi e Murphy , George S. Patton, 

Jr . , Ronald Reagan, Jacki e Robinson, Betsy Ross, Antonin Scal ia, 

Harriet Beecher Stowe, Harrie t Tubman , Booker T . Washington, 

George Washington , and Orville and Wilbur Wright. 

(ii) The National Garden shoul d be opened for public 

access p rior to the 250th anniversary of the proclamation of the 

Dec l arati on o f I ndependence on July 4, 2026. 

(iii ) Statues should depict historically s i gnificant 



Americans , as that term i s defined i n section 7 of this order , 

who have contributed positively to Amer i ca throughout our 

history . Exampl es include : the Foundi ng Fathers , those who 

fought for the abolition of slavery or participated in the 

underground r ailroad, heroes of the United States Armed Forces , 

recipi ents of t he Congr essional Medal of Honor or Presidential 

Medal of Freedom, scientists and inventors , entrepreneurs , civi l 

rights leaders , missionaries and re l igious l eaders , p ioneers and 

explorers , police officers and firefi ghters killed or injured in 

the l i ne of duty, labor leaders, advocates for the poor and 

d i sadvantaged, opponents of national soci al i sm o r international 

socialism, former Presidents of the United States and other 

elected offici a l s , j udges and just i ces , astronauts, autho r s, 

intellectuals, artists , and t eachers . None wil l have lived 

perfect l i ves , but all will be worth honoring, remembering , and 

studying . 

(iv) All statues i n the National Garden should be 

lifelike or realistic repr esentations of the persons they depict , 

not abstract or modernis t representat i ons . 

(v) The National Garden should be located on a s ite of 

natur al beauty that enables v i s i tors to enjoy nature , walk a mong 

the statues , and be inspired to l earn about great figures of 

America ' s h i story . The s i te should be p roximate to at least one 

major population center, and the site should not cause 

significant d i sruption to the local communi ty . 

(vi) As part of i ts civic education miss ion , the 

National Garden shoul d also separ atel y maint a i n a col lection of 

statues for temporary display a t appropriate sites around the 

United States that are accessible to the general public . 



Sec . 4 . Commiss i oni ng of New Statues and Works of 

Ar t . (a) The Task For ce shal l exami ne t he appropriations 

authority of the agencies represented on it in l ight of the 

p urpose and pol i cy of this order . Based on i ts exami nation of 

re l evant a u t horities , the Task For ce sha ll make r ecommenda tions 

for the use of these agencies ' appropriations . 

(b) To the extent appropria t e and consistent with applicabl e 

law and the other provisions of thi s o r der, Task For ce agenci es 

that are authorized to provi de for the commi ssioning of statues 

o r monuments shall , i n expendi ng funds , give pri o r i t y to projects 

involving the commi ss i oning o f publ icl y accessi ble statues of 

persons meeting the criteria described i n section 3(b) (iii) of 

this order , with particul a r preference for statues of the 

Founding Fat hers , former Pres i dents of the United States , leading 

abolitionists , and individual s involved in the discovery of 

Ameri ca . 

(c ) To the extent appropriat e and consistent with appl icabl e 

law , these agencies shal l prioritize projects that wi l l resul t i n 

the i ns t allation of a statue as described in subsection (b) of 

thi s secti on i n a community where a sta t ue depi cting a 

historical l y significant American was removed or destroyed in 

conjunction with the events described in section 1 of thi s 

o r der. 

(d) After consul ting with the Task Force , the Administrator 

of General Services shall promptl y revise and thereafter operate 

the General Ser vice Admi nistrati on ' s (GSA ' s) Ar t i n Architectur e 

(AI A) Po l icies and Procedures , GSA Acquisition Letter V-10-01, 

and Part 102- 77 of title 41 , Code of Federal Regulations , to 



prioritize the commi ssi on of works of art that portray 

historically significant Americans or events of American 

historical signi ficance o r i llustr a te the i deals upon which our 

Nation was founded . Priority shoul d be give n to public-faci ng 

monuments to former Presidents of the United Stat es and to 

individuals and events relat i ng to the discovery of America, the 

founding of the United States , and the aboli t ion of 

s l aver y . Such works o f art shoul d be des i gned t o be app reci ated 

by the general public and by those who use and interact with 

Feder al bui l dings . Pr i o ri ty should be given to this pol icy above 

other poli c i es contained i n part 1 02-77 o f title 41 , Code of 

Feder a l Regulations , and r evi sions made pursuant to this 

subsection shal l be made to supersede any regulatory p r ovi sions 

of AIA t hat may conf lict with or othe rwise i mpede advancing t he 

p urposes of thi s subsec tion. 

(e) When a statue or work o f art commissioned pursuant t o 

t his secti on is mean t to depict a h i storical ly s i gn i ficant 

Ame r ican , the statue or work of a r t shal l be a l ifel ike o r 

rea l i s tic representati on o f tha t per son , not an abstract or 

modernist r e pre s e ntat ion . 

Sec . 5 . Educational Programming . The Chairperson of the NEH 

shall prioritize the al l ocation of funding to programs and 

p rojects that educate Ameri cans about the founding documents and 

f ounding ideals of t he United States , as appropriate and t o the 

extent consistent with applicabl e law, i n c luding secti on 956 of 

ti t le 20, United States Code . The founding documents include the 

Decl a r ation of Independence , the Constitution , and the Federalist 

Paper s . The f ounding ideals i nclude equality under the l aw, 

respect for inal ienable individual r ights , and represe n t ative 

self- government . With i n 90 days of t he conclusion of each Fiscal 



Year from 2021 t hrough 202 6 , the Chair person shal l submit a 

repor t to the Presi dent through the Ass i stant to the Pr esident 

for Domest i c Pol icy that identifies funding allocated to programs 

and p r oject s pursuant to thi s section . 

Sec . 6 . Protect i on of National Garden and Statues 

Commissioned Pursuant t o this Order . The At t orney General shall 

app l y section 3 o f Executi ve Order 13933 of June 26 , 2020 

(Protecting American Monument s , Memorials , and Statues and 

Combating Recent Criminal Violence) , wi th respect to violations 

o f Feder a l l aw regardi ng the National Garden and a ll statues 

commiss i oned pursuant to this order. 

Sec . 7 . Definition . The term "hist orically signi f i cant 

American " means an i nd i v i dual who was , or became, an American 

cit i zen and was a public figure who made substantive 

contributions to America's public l ife or otherwise had a 

substant ive eff ect on Ameri ca's h i stor y . The phr ase a l so 

incl udes public figures such as Christopher Columbus , Junipero 

Serra , and the Ma r qu i s de La Fa yette , who l ived p rio r to or 

dur i ng t he American Rev o l u t ion and were not American cit izens , 

but who made substantive h i s t orical contributions t o the 

discover y , devel opment , o r independence of t he future United 

States . 

Sec . 8 . Gener a l Pr ovisions . (a ) Nothing in this order 

shall be constr ued to impair o r o therwise affect : 

(i) the aut hor i ty g r anted by law to an executive 

depar t ment o r agency, or the head thereof; or 

(i i) the functions of t he Dir ector of t he Offi ce of 



Management and Budget re l at i ng t o budget ary, admi n i s tra tive , or 

legislative proposal s . 

(b) Thi s order shal l be impl emented consist ent with 

app l icable l aw and subject t o the availability of appropriat i ons. 

(c) This order is not intended t o , and does not , create any 

right or benefit , substanti ve or p r ocedural , enforceabl e at law 

or in equity by any part y against the United States, its 

depar tments, agenci es , o r enti t i es , i ts officer s , employees , o r 

agents, or any other per son . 

THE WH I TE HOUSE , 

Ju l y 3 , 2020 . 
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February 4, 2020 

X 

Office of the Press Secretary 

REMARKS BY PRESIDENT TRUMP 

IN STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS 

9 :06 P . M. EST 

U. S . Capito l 

Washing t on , D. C . 

THE PRESIDENT : Thank you ver y much . Thank you . Thank you 

very much . 

Madam Speaker, Mr. Vice Pr es ident, member s of Congress , the First 

Lady of t h e United States -- (applause ) -- and my fell ow 

c itizens : 



Three years ago , we launched the great American 

comeback . Tonight , I stand befor e you to share the i ncredi b l e 

results . Jobs are booming , incomes are soaring , poverty is 

p lummeting , crime is fal ling , confidence is surging, and our 

country i s thriving and highl y respected 

again . (Applause . ) America ' s enemies are on the run , America ' s 

fortunes are on the rise , and America ' s future is b l az i ng bright . 

The year s of economic decay are over. (Applause .) The days 

of our country being used, taken advantage of , and even scorned 

by other nations are long behind us. (Applause . ) Gone too are 

the broken p r omi ses, jobless recover i es , t ired platitudes , and 

constant excuses for the depl etion of American wealth, power , and 

prestige . 

In just three short years , we have shattered the mentality 

of American decline , and we have rejected the downsizing of 

America ' s destiny . We have totally rejected the downsizing. We 

are movi ng forward at a pace that was unimagi nable j ust a short 

time ago , and we are never , ever going back . (Applause . ) 

I am thri l l ed t o r eport to you toni ght tha t our economy i s 

the best it has ever been . Our mi l itary is complete l y r ebui l t , 

with its power being unmatched anywhere in the wor l d -- and it ' s 

not even close. Our borders a r e secure . Our families are 

f lourishi ng. Our val ues are renewed . Our pride is 

restored . And for a ll of these reasons , I say to the people of 

our great country and to the members of Congress : The state of 

our Union i s s t ronger than ever bef o re. (Applause . ) 

The vision I wi ll lay out thi s evening demonstrates how we 



are building the world ' s most prosperous and inclusive society 

one where every citizen can join in America ' s unparalleled 

success and where every communi ty can take part in Ame rica ' s 

extraordinary rise . 

Fr om t he instant I t oo k office , I moved rapidly to revive 

the U. S . economy -- slashing a record number of job-kil l ing 

regulations , enacting historic and record- setting tax cuts, and 

fighting for fair and r eciprocal trade 

agreements . (Applause . ) Our agenda i s r e l entlessly p r o-wor ker, 

pro- family , pro- growth , and , most of all , p ro-

American . (Applause . ) Thank you . We are advancing with 

unbridled opti mi sm and l ifting our c i t izens of every race , color , 

re l igion , and creed very, very high . 

Since my election , we have created 7 million new jobs - - 5 

mi l lion more than government experts projected during the 

previous administration . (Applause . ) 

The unemployment rate is the l owest in over half a 

century . (Applause . ) And v e ry incredibly, the average 

unemployment rate under my administration is lower than any 

admini stration i n the h i story of our 

country . (Applause . ) True . If we hadn ' t reversed the failed 

economic policies of the previous administration, the world would 

not now be witnessing this great economi c success. (Applause .) 

The unemployment rate for African Americans , Hispanic 

Americans , and Asian Americans has reached t he lowest levels in 

history . (Applause.) African American yout h unemployment has 

reached an all-time l ow . (Applause . ) African American poverty 

has declined to the lowest rate ever recorded . (Applause . ) 



The unemployment rate for women reached the lowest level in 

almost 70 years . And, l ast year , women filled 72 percent of al l 

new jobs added . (Applause . ) 

The veterans unempl oyment rate dropped to a record 

low . (Appl ause . ) The unemployment rate for disabled Americans 

has reached an all-time low . (Applause . ) 

Workers without a high school d i ploma have achieved the 

lowest unemployment rate recorded in U. S. 

history . (Applause .) A record number of young Americans are now 

employed . (Appl ause . ) 

Under the last administration , more than 10 million people 

were added to the food stamp rolls . Under my administration , 7 

mi l lion Americans have come off food stamps, and 10 mi l l ion 

people have been lifted off of welfare . (Applause . ) 

In eight year s under the last administration, over 300,000 

working-age people dropped out of the workforce . In just three 

years of my administration , 3 . 5 million people -- working-age 

people -- have joined the workforce . (Applause . ) 

Since my election , the net worth of the bottom half of wage 

earners has increased by 47 percent - - thr ee times faster than 

the increase f o r the top 1 percent . (Applause . ) After decades 

of flat and fal l ing incomes , wages are rising fast -- and, 

wonderfully, they are rising fastest for low- income workers , who 

have seen a 16 per cent pay incr ease s i nce my 

election . (Appl ause . ) This is a b lue-collar 

boom . (Applause . ) 



Real median househol d income is now at the highest l evel 

ever recor ded . (Appl ause . ) 

Since my election , U. S . stock markets have soared 70 

percent , adding more than $12 trillion to our nation ' s wealth , 

t ranscending anything anyone believed was possible . This is a 

r ecord . I t i s somethi ng that every country in t he world i s 

looking up to . They admire. (Applause.) Consumer confidence 

has j ust r eached amazing new highs . 

Al l of those millions of people wit h 401 (k)s and pensions 

a r e doing far better than they have ever done before wi th 

increases of 60 , 70, 80 , 90 , a nd 100 percent , and even more . 

J obs and investment s are pouring into 9 , 000 previously 

negl ected neighborhoods thanks t o Opport unity Zones , a p l an 

spearheaded by Senator Ti m Scott as p a r t of our g r eat Republ ican 

tax cuts . (Applause .) I n other words , we a l thy people and 

companies are pouring money i nto poor neighborhoods or areas that 

haven ' t seen investment i n many decades , creating jobs, energy, 

and excit ement . (Applause.) Th i s i s the f irs t t i me that t hese 

deserving communit i es have seen anything l ike this . It ' s al l 

working . 

Opportunity Zones are helpi ng Ameri cans like Army veteran 

Tony Rankins from Cincinnati , Ohio . After struggling with drug 

addi ction, Tony lost his j ob , his house , and his f amily . He was 

home less . But t he n Tony f ound a construction company that 

i nvests i n Opportunity Zones . He i s now a t op tradesman, drug­

free , reunited wi th his f ami l y , and he is here t onight . Tony, 

keep up the g r eat wor k . Tony . (Applause . ) Thank you , Tony . 



Our roaring economy has , for the f i rst t ime ever , given many 

f ormer prisoners the abi lity to get a g reat job and a fresh 

start . This second chance at life i s made possible because we 

passed landmark criminal justice r eform into law. Ever ybody said 

that c riminal justi ce r eform couldn ' t be done, but I got it done , 

and the people in this room got it done . (Applause . ) 

Thanks to our bold regulatory reduction campaign , the United 

States has become the number one producer of o il and natural gas 

anywhere in the world, by far . (Applause . ) With the tremendous 

progr ess we have made over the past thr ee years , Amer i ca is now 

energy i ndependent , and ener gy jobs, like so many other elements 

of our country, are at a record high . (Applause . ) We are doing 

numbers that no one would have thought possi ble just three years 

ago. 

Likewise , we are restoring our nation ' s manufacturing might , 

even though predictions were , as you al l know, that this could 

never , ever be done. Af t er l os i ng 60 , 000 f actories under the 

previous two administrations , America has now gained 12 , 000 new 

factories under my administration , with thousands upon thousands 

of plants and factor i es being p l anned or being 

built . (Applause . ) Companies are not l eaving ; they are coming 

back to the USA . (Applause .) The fact is that everybody wants 

to be where the action i s , and the United States of America i s 

i ndeed the place where the act i on i s . (Applause.) 

One of the biggest promises I made to the American people 

was to rep l ace the d i sas trous NAFTA trade deal. (Applause . ) In 

fact , unfair trade is perhaps the single biggest reason that I 

decided to run for President . Following NAFTA ' s adopt i on , our 



nation lost one i n f our manufact uring j obs . Many pol i tici ans 

came and went , pledgi ng to change or repl ace NAFTA, onl y to do 

so , and then absolutely nothi ng happened. But unlike so many who 

came before me, I keep my promises . We did our 

job. (Applause . ) 

Six days ago , I replaced NAFTA and signed the brand-new U. S . ­

Mex i co-Canada Agreement i nto law. The USMCA wi l l create nearly 

100 , 000 new high- paying American auto jobs , and massively boost 

expor ts for our farmers , ranchers , and factory 

worker s . (Appl ause . ) It wi ll a l so b ring t rade with Mexi co and 

Canada to a much higher l evel , but also to be a much greater 

degree of fairness and reciproci ty . We wi l l have that : fa irness 

and reciprocity . And I say t hat , final l y , because it ' s been 

many , many year s that we we r e treat ed f a i rly o n 

trade . (Applause . ) 

This is the fi rst major trade deal i n many years to earn the 

strong backing of America ' s labor unions. (Applause . ) 

I also promised our citizens that I wou l d i mpose tariffs to 

confront Chi na ' s mass ive theft of Ame rica ' s jobs . Our strategy 

has worked . Days ago , we signed the g r oundbreaking new agreement 

wi t h China that will defend our workers, prot ect our int ellectual 

proper ty, bri ng b i l l ions and b i l lions of dol lars i nto our 

treasury, and open vast new markets for products made and grown 

right here in the USA . (Appl ause . ) 

For decade s , China has t aken advantage of the Un i ted States. Now 

we have changed that, but , at the same time, we have perhaps the 

best re l ationship we ' ve ever had with China, includi ng with 

Presi dent Xi . They r espect what we ' ve done because, quite 



frankly , they could never r eally believe that they wer e able to 

get away with what t hey were doing year after year, decade after 

decade , wi thout someone in our countr y steppi ng up and sayi ng, 

" That ' s enough .n (Applause . ) Now we want to rebui l d our 

country , and that ' s exact l y what we ' re doing . We are r ebui l ding 

our countr y . 

As we restore (applause ) -- Ame rican l eader shi p thr oughout the 

wor l d , we are once again standing up for freedom in our 

hemisphere . (Applause .) That ' s why my admini stration reversed 

t he fai ling pol ici es o f the p r evi ous adminis tra tion on 

Cuba. (Appl ause .) 

We are supporting the hopes of Cubans , Nicaraguans , and 

Venezuelans to restore democracy . The United St ates is l eading a 

59 - nation diplomatic coal ition against the social ist dictator of 

Venezuel a , Nicol as Maduro . (Applause . ) Maduro is an 

il legitimat e r uler , a tyrant who b r u tal i zes his people . But 

Madur o ' s grip on tyranny wi l l be smashed and broken. 

Here this evening is a very brave man who carries with him the 

hopes, d r eams , and asp irati ons of all Venezuelans . Jo i n ing us in 

the Gal l e r y is the t rue and l egitimate Pr esident of Vene zuela , 

Juan Guaid6 . {Applause . ) Mr . President , please take this 

message back to your homeland . (Applause . ) Thank you , Mr . 

Pr esident . Great honor . Thank you very much . 

Please take this message back that a ll Ame ricans are united with 

the Venezuel an peop le in their r i ghteous struggle for 

freedom. Thank you ver y much, Mr. Presi dent. (Applause.) Thank 

you very much . 



Socialism destroys nations . But always remember : Freedom unifies 

the soul . (Applause . ) 

To safeguard American liberty, we have invested a record­

breaking $2.2 trillion i n the United States 

mi l itar y . (App l ause . ) We have purchased the f i nest planes , 

missiles , rockets , ships, and every ot her form of mi l itary 

equipment , and it ' s all made right here in the USA . (Applause . ) 

We a r e also getti ng our allies , finally , to help pay their fa ir 

share . (Applause . ) I have raised contributions from the other 

NATO members by more than $400 billion, and the number of Allies 

meeti ng their mi nimum obligati ons has more than doubl ed . 

And just weeks ago , f o r the first time since President 

Truman established the Air Force more than 7 0 years ear lier, we 

created a brand-new branch of the United Stat es Armed 

Forces . It ' s called the Space Force . (Applause . ) Very 

impor tant. 

In the Gal l ery t onight , we have a young gentleman . And what 

he wants so badly - - 13 years old - - Iain Lanphier . He ' s an 

eighth grader from Ari zona . Iai n , p l ease stand up . 

Iain has always dreamed of going to space . He was the first in 

his class and a mong the youngest at an aviat i on academy . He 

aspires to go to the Air Force Academy , and then he has his eye 

on the Space Force . As Iain says , "Mos t people look up at 

space . I want to look down on the world. " (Laughter and 

applause . ) 

But sitting behind Iain tonight is his greatest hero of them 



all . Charles McGee was born in Cleveland, Ohio , one century 

ago. Charles is one of the last surviving Tuskegee Airmen -- the 

first b l ack f i ghter pilots -- and he also happens to be I ain ' s 

great-grandfather . (Applause . ) Incredible story . 

After more than 130 combat mi ss i ons i n World War Two, he came 

back home to a country still struggling for civil rights and went 

on to serve America in Korea and Vietnam . On December 7th , 

Charles celebrated his 100th birthday . (Applause .) A few weeks 

ago, I s i g ned a bill p r omoting Charles McGee to Brigadier 

General . And earlier today , I p inned the stars on his shoulders 

in the Oval Offi ce . General McGee , our nation salutes 

you. Thank you , s i r . (Applause.) 

From the pilgrims to the Founders , from the soldiers at 

Val ley Forge to the marchers at Selma , and from President Lincoln 

to the Reverend Martin Luther King, Americans have always 

rejected limits on our children ' s future . 

Members of Congress , we must never forget that the onl y 

victories that matte r in Washington are victories that deliver 

for the American people . (Applause.) The people are the heart 

of our countr y, their dreams a r e the soul of our countr y, and 

their love is what powers and sustains our country . We must 

always remember that our job is to put America 

first . (Applause . ) 

The next step forward in building an inclusive society is 

making sure that every young American gets a great educat ion and 

the opportunity to achieve the American Dream . Yet, for too 

long , countless American chi l dren have been trapped in failing 

government schools . To rescue these students , 18 states have 



created school choice in the form of Opportunity 

Scholarships . The programs are so popular t hat tens of thousands 

of students r emain on a wait i ng l ist . 

One of those students is Janiyah Davis , a fou rth grader from 

Phi l a de l phi a . Jani yah . (Applause . ) Janiyah's mom, Stephani e , 

is a single parent . She would do anything to g ive her daughter a 

better future . But last year, that future was put further out of 

reach when Pennsylvania ' s gove rno r vetoed legislation to expand 

school choi ce to 50 ,000 chi ldren. 

Janiyah and Stephanie are in the Gallery . Stephanie , thank 

you so much for bei ng here wi th your beauti ful daughter . Thank 

you very much . (App l ause . ) 

But , Janiyah , I have some good news for you, because I am pleased 

to inform you that your long wait is over . I can proudl y 

announce tonight that an Opportunity Scholarship has become 

available , it ' s going to you , and you will soon be heading to the 

school of your choi ce. (Appl ause . ) 

Now I call on Congress to give one million American children 

the same opportunity J aniyah has just recei ved . Pass the 

Education Freedom Scholarships and Opportunities Act -- because 

no parent should be forced to send their child to a failing 

gove rnment school. (Applause . ) 

Every young person shoul d have a safe and secure environment 

in which to learn and to grow . For this reason , our magnificent 

First Lady has l aunched the BE BEST i nitiative to advance a safe, 

healthy , supportive, and drug-free l ife for the next generation -

- online, in school, and in our communities . Thank you , Melania, 



for your extraordinary love and profound care f or America ' s 

chi l dren . Thank you very much. (Applause . ) 

My a dministration is determined to give our citizens the 

oppor tunities they need regardless of age or background . Through 

our Pledge t o Ame rican Workers , over 400 compani es will also 

provide new jobs and education opportunities to almost 1 5 mi llion 

Americans . 

My budget also contai ns an e xc i ting v i s i on for our nation ' s h i gh 

schools . Tonight , I ask Congress to suppor t our student s and 

back my plan to off er vocational and techni cal education in every 

single h i gh school in Amer i ca . (Appl ause . ) 

To expand equal opportunity, I am also p r oud that we 

achieved record and permanent funding for our nation ' s 

historicall y black colleges and universities . (Applause .) 

A good l ife for American families a lso requires the most 

affor dabl e , innovative , and h i g h - quality heal thcar e system on 

Earth . Before I took office , health insurance premiums had more 

than doubled in just five years . I moved quickly to provide 

affor dabl e alternatives . Our new plans a r e up to 60 percent l ess 

expensive -- and better . (Applause . ) 

I ' ve also made an ironclad pledge to American families : We will 

always protect pati ents with p r e - existing 

conditions . (Applause). And we wil l a l ways protect your 

Medicare and we wil l always protect your Social 

Security . Always . (Applause . ) 

The American patient should never be b linds i ded by medical 



b i l l s . That is why I signed an executive order requiring price 

t ransparency . (Appl ause.) Many experts bel i eve that 

transparency , which wil l go i nto ful l effect at the begi nni ng of 

next year , wil l be even bigger than healthcare 

reform. (Applause . ) It wi l l save families massive amounts of 

money for substanti a l l y better care. 

But as we work t o improve Americans ' healthcar e , there a r e 

those who want to take away your h e althcare, take away your 

doctor, and abo l ish private i nsurance entire l y . 

AU DIENCE : Booo --

THE PRESIDENT : One hundred thirty-two l awmakers in this room 

have endorsed l egi s l a tion t o impose a social ist takeover of our 

healthcare system, wiping out the private health insurance plans 

o f 180 mil l ion very happy Ame ricans . To those watching at home 

t onight , I want you t o know: We wi l l never l et soci al i sm destroy 

American healthcare. (Appl ause . ) 

Over 130 legisl a t ors in this chamber have endorsed 

l egi slation that would bankr upt our nation by p r ovi ding free 

taxpayer-funded healthcare to mi ll i ons of i l l egal al i ens, f o rcing 

taxpayers t o subsidize free care for anyone in t he world who 

unlawfully crosses our border s. These proposals would raid the 

Medicare bene f its of our seniors and that our seniors depend on , 

wh i le acting as a powerful lure for i llegal i mmi grati on . That i s 

what is happening in Cal ifornia and other states . Their syst ems 

are totall y out of control , costi ng taxpayers vast and 

unaffordabl e amounts of money . 

If forcing American taxpayers to p r ovide unlimited free 



healthcare to illegal aliens sounds fair to you , then stand with 

the radical left. But if you believe that we should defend 

American patients and Ame r ican seni ors , then stand wi th me and 

pass legislation to prohibit free government healthcare for 

i l legal aliens. (Applause.) 

This will be a tremendous boon to our already very strongly 

gua r ded southern border where, as we speak, a l ong , tall , and 

very powerful wall is being built. (Appl ause .) We have now 

completed over 100 mi les and have over 500 mi les ful l y completed 

in a very short period o f time . Early next year, we will have 

substantially mo r e than 500 miles completed . 

My a dministration is also taking on the big pharmaceutical 

companies . We have approved a record number of affordable 

generic drugs , and medicines are being approved by the FDA at a 

faster clip than ever before . (Applause . ) And I was p l eased to 

announce last year that , f o r the first time in 5 1 years , the cost 

of prescription drugs actual ly went down. (Applause . ) 

And working together , Congress can reduce drug prices 

substantially from current levels . I ' ve been speaking to Senator 

Chuck Grassley of Iowa and others i n Congr ess in order to get 

something on drug pricing done , and done quickly and 

properly . I ' m calling for bipartisan leg islation that achieves 

the goal of dramatically lowering prescription drug prices . Get 

a bill on my desk , and I wil l s i gn it into law 

immediately . (Applause.) 

AUDIENCE : H. R.3! H. R.3! H. R.3 ! 

With unyielding commitment , we are curbing the opioid 



epidemi c . Drug overdose deaths decl ined f or the fi rst time in 

nearly 30 years . (Applause.) Among the states hardest hit , Ohi o 

is down 22 percent, Pennsylvania is down 18 percent , Wiscons i n i s 

down 10 percent -- and we will not quit until we have beaten the 

opioid epidemic once and for all. (Applause . ) 

Protecting Americans ' heal t h also means fighting infectious 

d i seases . We are coor dinat i ng wi th t he Chinese government and 

working closely together on the coronavirus outbreak in 

Chi na . My administration wi l l take a l l necessary steps to 

safeguard our citi zens from t h i s threat . 

We have launched a mbitious new i nitiatives to substantially 

improve care for Americans with kidney disease, Alzheimer ' s , and 

t hose s truggling with menta l heal th . And because Congress was so 

good as to fund my request, new cures for childhood cancer , and 

we will eradicate the AI DS epidemic in America by the end of this 

decade . (Applause . ) 

Almost every American fami l y knows the pain when a loved one 

is diagnosed with a serious illness . Here tonight is a special 

man , beloved by mi l l ions of Amer i cans who just r ecei ved a Stage 4 

advanced cancer diagnos i s . This is not good news, but what i s 

good news is that he is the greatest fighter and winner that you 

wi l l ever meet . Rush Limbaugh , thank you for your decades of 

tireless devotion to our country. (Applause . ) 

And, Rush , in recognition of al l that you have done for our 

nat i on, the mi l l i ons of people a day that you speak to and that 

you inspire, and all of the i ncredi b l e wor k that you have done 

for charity, I am proud to announce t onight t hat you wi l l be 

r ecei v i ng our country ' s h i ghest c i v i lian honor , the Pr es i dent ial 



Medal of Freedom . (Applause . ) 

I will now ask the Fi rst Lady of the Uni ted States to present you 

with the honor . Please . (Applause . ) 

(The Medal of Freedom is presented . ) (Appl ause . ) 

Rush and Kath r yn , congratul ations . Thank you , Kathryn . 

As we p r ay f or all who are sick, we know that Ameri ca is 

constant ly achieving new medical breakthroughs . In 2017 , doctors 

at St . Luke ' s Hospital i n Kansas City delivered one of the 

earliest premature babies ever to survive . Bor n a t just 21 weeks 

and 6 days , and weighing less than a pound, Ellie Schneider was a 

born fighter . Through the skill of her doctor s and the prayer s 

of her parents, little Ellie kept on winning the battle of 

life . Today , El lie is a strong , heal thy two-year-old girl 

s itt ing with her amazing mother Robin in the Gal l e r y . Ellie and 

Robin , we are glad to have you with us tonight. (Applause . ) 

El l ie reminds us that every chi l d is a miracle of l ife . And 

thanks t o modern medical wonders , 50 percent o f very premature 

babies del i vered at the hospi tal where Elli e was born now 

survive . I t ' s an incredible thing . Thank you very 

much . (Appl ause . ) 

Our goal should be to ensure that every baby has the best chance 

to thrive and grow just like Ellie . That is why I'm asking 

Congress to provide an additional $50 million to fund neonatal 

research fo r America ' s youngest patients. (Appl ause . ) 

That is why I ' m also cal ling upon members of Congress here 



tonight to pass leg i slati on finally banning the l ate-term 

abort i on of babi es . (Applause .) Whether we a r e Republican, 

Democrat , or independent, surely we must al l agree that every 

human life is a sacred gift from God . 

As we support Ameri ca ' s moms and dads , I was recently proud 

to sign the law providing new parents in the federal workforce 

paid family leave , serving as a model f or the rest of the 

country . (App l ause.) 

Now I call on the Congress to pass the b ipartisan Advancing 

Support f or Working Fami l ies Act , e x tending fami l y leave to 

mothers and fathers all across our nation . (Applause.) 

Forty million American families have an average $2 , 200 extra 

thanks to our child tax credit. (Applause . ) I 've also overseen 

historic funding increases for high-qual ity chi ld care , enabl ing 

17 states to help more children , many of which have reduced o r 

el i minated their waitlists altogether . (Applause.) And I sent 

Congress a plan with a vision to fur ther expand access to high­

quality child care, and urge you to act immediately . (Applause . ) 

To p r otect the environment , days a go I announced that the 

United States will j oin the One Tril l ion Trees Ini tiative , an 

ambitious effort to b ring together government and private sector 

to plant new trees in America and all around the 

world . (Applause . ) 

We must also rebuild America ' s 

infrastructure. (Applause . ) I ask you t o pass Senator John 

Barrasso ' s highway bill to invest in new roads , bridges , and 

tunnels all across our land. 



I 'm also committed to e nsuring that every citizen can have 

access to high-speed Inter net , i ncludi ng and especially in r ural 

America . (Applause . ) 

A better tomorrow f o r a ll Americans also r equires us to keep 

America safe . That means supporting the men and women of l aw 

enforcement at every level , including our nation ' s heroic ICE 

officers . (Applause . ) 

Last year, our brave ICE officers arrested more than 120, 000 

c riminal al iens charged with nearly 1 0 , 000 burglaries , 5 , 000 

sexual assaults , 45 ,000 violent assaul ts, and 2 , 000 mu r de r s . 

Tragically, there are many c ities in America where radical 

politicians have chosen to provide sanctuary for these criminal 

il l egal aliens . 

AUDIENCE : Booo --

THE PRESI DENT : In sanctuary cities , local officials order police 

to release dangerous criminal aliens to prey upo n the public , 

i nstead of handi ng t hem ove r to ICE to be safely r emoved. 

Just 29 days ago , a criminal alien freed by the sanctuary 

city of New York was charged with the brutal r ape and murde r of a 

92 - year- old woman . The ki ller had been p r evi ously arrested f o r 

assaul t , but under New York ' s sanctuary pol icies , he was set 

free . I f the city had honored ICE ' s detainer request , his victim 

would sti l l be a l ive today . 

The state of California passed an outrageous law declaring 



their whole state to be a sanctuary for criminal illegal 

immigrants -- a very terrible sanctuary -- with catastrophic 

results . 

Here is just one tragic example . In December 2018 , 

Cal ifornia police detained an il legal a l ien wi th five prior 

arrests , including convictions for robbery and assault . But as 

r equired by California ' s Sanctuary Law , l ocal authorit i es 

re l e ased him . 

Days later , the criminal al i en went on a g r uesome spree o f 

deadly violence . He viciously shot one man going about his daily 

work. He approached a woman sitting i n her car and shot her i n 

the arm and in the chest . He walked int o a convenience store and 

wildly fired his weapon . He hijacked a truck and s mashed into 

vehicles , critically injuring innocent victims. One of the 

victims is -- a terrible, terrib le situation; died -- 51-year-ol d 

Ameri can named Rocky Jones . 

Roc ky was at a gas stati on when this vil e cri minal f i red e i ght 

bullets at him from close range , murdering him in cold 

b l ood . Rocky left behi nd a devoted family , including his 

brothers, who loved h i m more than anythi ng e l se in the 

world . One of his grieving brot hers is here wi t h us 

t on ight . Jody, wou l d you p l ease stand? J ody, thank 

you. (App lause . ) Jody our hearts weep for your loss , and we 

will not rest until you have justice . 

Senator Thom Tillis has introduced legislat i on to a llow 

Americans l ike Jody to sue sanctuary c i ties and states when a 

loved one is hurt or killed as a result of these deadly 

practices . (Appl ause . ) 



I ask Congress to pass the J ustice for Victims of Sanctuary 

Cities Act immediate l y . The Uni ted States of Ame r ica should be a 

sanctuary for law-abiding Americans , not criminal 

aliens. (Applause . ) 

I n the last three years , ICE has arrested over 5 , 000 wicked 

human tra f f i ckers . And I have s i gned nine pieces of legi slation 

to stamp out the menace of human trafficking, domestical l y and 

al l around the g l obe . My admin i strati on has undertaken an 

unprecedent ed effor t t o secure t he southern border of the United 

States. (Applause . ) 

Before I came into office , if you showed up illegal ly on our 

southern border and were a r rested , you were simpl y released and 

allowed into our country, never to be seen again. My 

administration has ended catch and release . (Applause . ) 

come i l legal ly, you will now be promptly removed from our 

country . (Appl ause.) 

I f you 

Very importantly, we entered into historic cooperation agreements 

with the gover nments o f Mex i co , Hondur as , El Salvador , and 

Guatemal a . As a result of our unprecedented efforts, i l legal 

crossings are down 75 percent since May, dropping eight straight 

months in a row . (Applause .) And as the wall rapi dly goes up , 

drug seizures rise, and the border crossings a r e down, and going 

down very rapi d l y . 

Last year, I traveled to the border in Texas and met Chief Patrol 

Agent Raul Ortiz. Over the l ast 24 months , Agent Or t iz and h i s 

team have seized more than 200 , 000 pounds of poisonous narcotics, 

arrested more than 3,000 human s mugglers , and rescued more than 



2 ,000 migrants. Days ago, Agent Ortiz was promoted to Deputy 

Chief of Border Patrol , and he j oins us tonight . Chief Ortiz, 

please stand . (Appl ause . ) A g rateful nat i on thanks you and al l 

o f the heroes of Border Patrol and I CE . Thank you very 

much. Thank you. (Applause . ) 

To buil d on these h istoric gains , we a re working on 

l egislation to replace our outdated and r andomized i mmi g ration 

system with one base d on merit , we lcoming those who fo l low the 

ru l es , contribute to our economy, support themselves financially, 

and up hold our values . (Applause . ) 

With every action , my administration i s restoring t he rule 

o f l aw and reasserting the culture of American freedom . 

(Applause .) Wor king with Senate Majority Leader Mi tch McConnel l 

-- thank you , Mi tch -- (applause ) -- and his colleagues in the 

Senate, we hav e conf i rmed a record number o f 187 new federal 

j udges t o uphol d our Consti tution as written . Thi s includes two 

brill i ant new Supr eme Court j ustices , Neil Gorsuch and Brett 

Kavanaugh . Thank you . (Appl ause . ) And we have many in the 

p i peline . (Laughter and applause . ) 

My admini stration i s also defendi ng rel i gious l i berty, and 

t hat includes the constitutional right to pray in public 

schools . (Appl ause . ) In America , we don' t p unish p rayer . We 

don 't t ear down c r osses . We don ' t ban symbols of faith . We 

don't muzz l e preachers and pastors . In Amer i c a, we c elebrate 

faith , we cherish r e l i g i on , we l ift our voices in prayer, and we 

r aise our sights to the Gl ory of God . 

Just as we beli eve in the Fi rst Amendment , we also bel i e v e 

in another constitutional right that is under siege all across 



our country . So long as I am President , I will always p rotect 

your Second Ame ndme n t right to keep and bear a r ms. (Ap p l ause . ) 

I n r eaffirming our heritage as a free nation , we must 

reme mbe r that Ame rica has a l ways been a frontier nation . Now we 

must embrace the next f r ontier , Amer i ca ' s man i fest destiny in the 

stars . I am asking Congress to fu l ly fund the Arte mis program to 

ensure that the next man and the first woman on the Moon wi l l be 

American astronauts - - (appl ause ) -- using t h i s as a launching 

pad to ensure that Ame rica is the first nation to plant its flag 

on Ma r s . (Appl ause . ) 

My admini stration i s also s t r ongly defending our national 

security and combating rad ical I slamic t errorism. (App l ause . ) 

Last week , I a nnounced a groundbreaking plan for peace between 

Israel and the Palestinians . Recognizing that all past attempts 

have failed , we must b e determined and creative in order to 

stabilize t he r e gion and give mi ll ions of young people the chance 

to r eal i ze a bet ter future . 

Three years ago , the bar barians of ISIS held over 20 , 000 

squar e miles of terri tor y in I r a q and Syria . Toda y , the ISIS 

t e rritorial caliphate has been 1 00 p e r cent destroyed, and the 

founder and leader of ISIS -- the b l oodthirst y killer known as 

al - Baghdadi - - i s dead . (Applause . ) 

We a re j o ined this e vening by Carl and Ma rsha 

Mueller . Aft er graduating from college , their beautiful daughter 

Kayla became a humani t arian a i d worker . She once wrote, " Some 

people find God in c hurch . Some people find God in nature . Some 

p e opl e find God in l ove . I find God in suffering . I ' ve known 



for some time what my life ' s work is , using my hands as tool s to 

relieve suffering ." In 2013 , while caring for suffering 

civil i ans i n Syria, Kayl a was ki dnapped, tor tur ed, and ens l aved 

by ISIS , and kept as a prisoner of a l -Baghdadi himse l f . After 

more than 500 horrifying days of captivity, al- Baghdadi murdered 

young , bea u tifu l Kayl a . She was just 26 years old . 

On the night that U. S . Speci al Forces Operations ended al­

Baghdadi' s miserable life , t he Chairman of the Joint Chi efs of 

Staff , Gener a l Ma r k Mi l l ey, received a call i n the Si tuati on 

Room . He was told that the b r ave men of the elite Special Forces 

team that so perfectly car ried out t he operation had given their 

miss i on a name : "Task Force 8-14. " I t was a refer ence to a 

special day : August 14th Kayl a ' s birthday . Carl and Marsha , 

America ' s warriors never f orgot Kayla -- and neither will 

we . Thank you. (Applause.) 

Every day, America ' s men and women in uniform demonstrate 

the infi nite depth of love that dwe l ls i n the human heart . 

One of these American heroe s was Army Staff Sergeant 

Chri stopher Hake . On his second deployment t o Iraq in 2008 , 

Sergeant Hake wr ote a let te r to h i s one-year-old son , Gage : " I 

wi l l be with you again ," he wrote to Gage . " I will t each you to 

ride your first b ike , build your first sand box , watch you play 

sports , and see you have kids also . I love you son. Take care 

of your mother . I a m a l ways with you . Daddy ." 

On Easter Sunday of 2008 , Chris was out on patrol in Baghdad when 

his Bradl ey Fi ghting Vehicle wa s h it by a roads i de bomb . That 

night , he made the u l timate sacrifice for our country . Sergeant 

Hake now rests in eternal g l o ry in Arlington , and his wife Kelli 



i s in the Gallery tonight , j o ined by their son , who is now a 13-

year- o ld and do i ng very, very well . To Kell i and Gage: Chris 

wi l l live i n our hearts forever. He i s looking down on you 

now . Thank you . (Applause . ) Thank you very much . Thank you 

both very much. 

The t errorist responsible for killing Sergeant Hake was 

Qasem Soleimani , who p r ovided the deadly roads i de bomb that took 

Chris ' s life . Soleimani was the Iranian r egime ' s most ruthless 

butcher , a monster who mu r de r e d o r wounded thousands of American 

service member s in Iraq . As the world ' s top terrorist , Soleimani 

orchestrated the deaths of countless men , women , and 

c h i l dren . He d i rected the December assault and went on t o 

assault U. S . forces in Iraq . Was act i v e ly p l anning new attacks 

when we hit him very hard . And that ' s why, last month , at my 

direction , the U. S . mi l itary e xecuted a flawless precision s trike 

that ki l led Sol e imani and t erminated his e vi l re ign of t error 

forever . (Appl ause . ) 

Our message to the t errorists is c l ear : You wi l l never 

escape American justice . If you attack our c i t i zens , you forfeit 

your life . (Appl ause . ) 

In r ecent months , we have seen proud Iranians raise their 

voices against t heir oppressive rulers . The Iranian reg i me must 

abandon its pursuit of nuclear weapons ; stop spreading ter ror , 

death , and destruction; and start working f or the good of i t s own 

people . 

Because of our powerful sancti ons , the I ranian economy i s do i ng 

v e ry, v e ry poorl y . We can help them make a very good and short­

time recovery . It can all go very quickl y , but perhaps they are 



too proud or too foolish to ask for that help. We are 

her e . Let' s see which road they choose . I t i s totally up to 

them . (Applause . ) 

As we defend American l i ves , we a r e worki ng to end Ameri ca ' s 

wa r s i n the Mi ddl e East . 

In Afghani stan , the determinat i on and valor of our 

warfighter s has allowed us t o make tremendous progress , and peace 

t alks a r e now underway . I a m not l ooki ng to kil l hundr eds o f 

thousands of people in Afghanistan , many of the m totally 

innocent . I t is also no t our function to serve other na t ions as 

law enforcement agen c i es . These are war f i ghter s that we have 

the best in the world -- and they either want to fight to win or 

not fight at all . We are working to f inally end America ' s 

longest war and bri ng our troops back home . (Applause . ) 

War places a heavy burden on our nation ' s extraordinar y 

military families , especially spouses l ike Amy Williams f r om Fort 

Br agg , Nor th Car oli na, a nd her two chi ldren - - six-year-old 

El l iana and three-year-old Rowan . Amy works fu l l-time and 

volunteers countless hours helping other military families . For 

the past seven months , she h a s done i t all whi le her husba nd, 

Sergeant First Class Townsend Williams , is in Afghanistan on his 

fourth deployment in the Middle East . Amy ' s kids haven ' t seen 

their father ' s face i n many months . Amy, your fami l y ' s sacri fice 

makes it poss i b l e f or al l of our families to l i ve in s a fety and 

in peace , and we want to thank you . 

Amy . (Applause . ) 

Thank you , 

But , Amy, there is one more thing . Tonight , we have a very 

special surprise . I am thri lled to inform you that your husband 



is back from deployment . He is here with us tonight , and we 

couldn ' t keep h i m wa i ting any longer . (Appl ause . ) 

AUDIENCE : USA! USA! USA ! 

THE PRESIDENT : Wel come home , Sergeant Wi l l iams . 

very much . 

Thank you 

As the world bears witness tonight , America i s a land of 

heroes. This is a p l ace where greatness is bor n, where dest i nies 

are forged , and where legends come to life . This is the home of 

Thomas Edison and Teddy Roosevelt , of many great generals 

including Washington , Pershing , Patton , and MacArthur. Thi s i s 

the home of Abraham Lincoln, Frederick Douglass , Ame l ia Earhart , 

Harri et Tubman , the Wright Brothers , Nei l Armstrong, and so many 

more. This is the country whe re children learn names l ike Wyatt 

Earp , Davy Crockett, and Annie Oakley . This is the place where 

the pil grims landed at Pl ymouth and where Texas patriots made 

their l ast stand at the Alamo - - (applause ) -- the beautiful , 

beauti fu l Alamo . 

The American nation was carved out of the vast frontier by 

the toughest , strongest , fiercest , and most determined men and 

women ever to walk on the face of the Earth . Our ancestors 

braved the unknown ; tamed the wi l derness; settled the Wi l d West ; 

li fted millions from pove rty, disease , and hunger ; vanquished 

tyranny and fascism ; ushe r ed the wor l d to new heights of science 

and medicine ; laid down the railroads , dug out the canals , raised 

up the skyscrapers . And, l adies and gent lemen , our ancestors 

bui l t the most excepti onal republ ic ever t o exist in al l of human 

history , and we are making it great er than e ver 

before . (Applause . ) 



This is our glori ous and magnificent inhe ritance. We are 

Americans. We are p i oneers. We are the pathfinders . We settled 

the New Worl d, we built the modern world, and we changed history 

forever by embracing the eternal truth that everyone is made 

equal by the hand of Almighty God . (Applause . ) 

America is the place where anything can happen . America i s 

the place where anyone can rise . And here , on this l and, on this 

soi l , on this conti nent, the most i ncredible d reams come true . 

This nation is our canvas , and this country is our 

masterpi ece. We look at tomorrow and see unlimi ted frontiers 

just waiting to be explored . Our bright est discoveries are not 

yet known . Our most t h rilling stories are not yet told . Our 

grandest journeys are not yet made . The American Age , t he 

American Epic, the American adventure has onl y just begun . 

Our spirit i s still young , the sun is still rising, God ' s 

grace is still shining, and, my fellow Americans, the best is yet 

to come . (Applause . ) 

Thank you. God Bless You. And God Bless America . 

you very much . (App l ause . ) 

END 10 :24 P .M. EST 

Unsubscribe 

Thank 



The White House · 1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW · Washington, DC 20500-0003 · USA· 202-456- 1111 



From: 
To: 

Subj ect: 

Date : 

b 6 
(h V hl Blum. Jon,than- McGuire Brian· DiRra, Mjchael: Eck. Andrew: Pinter. Kimberly; l (h V 61 

(l--. v ,;, Nunna y. Lauren; _ (h ')( 61 _ 
FW: cabinet members talk coronavirus with GOP - National security officials brief House - Trump presents 
Medal of Freedom 
Tuesday, March 10, 2020 5:03:19 AM 

From: POLITICO Pro's Day Ahead 
Se~~; Tuesdr. Marr 10, 2020 5:02:47 AM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada) 
To: (b)(6) 
SubJect: Ca inet members talk coronavirus with GOP - National security officials brief House - Trump 
presents Medal of Freedom 

** Caution: External email. Pay attention to suspicious links and attachments. Send 
suspicious email to suspect@treasury.gov ** 

Mar 10 2020 View in browser 



12018 Newsletter Logo: Day Ahead 

BY ELEANOR MUELLER 

DRIVING THE DAY 

President Donald Trump is sending Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin and 

economic aide Larry Kudlow to meet with Senate Republicans today as the 

coronavirus continues to spread. 

"Congressional leaders face an increasingly irreconcilable challenge: insulating 

the nation from the fallout of the coronavirus epidemic while protecting 

themselves from contracting the illness," our Heather Caygle and Kyle Cheney 
report. "There are unanswered questions about whether Congress could take 

steps to convene remotely amid a public health crisis, but top lawmakers seem 

loath to take that step - which was considered and rejected after the attacks of 

Sept. 11, 2001." 

"Meanwhile, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and her leadership team are working 



on a legislative package that could help contain any widespread economic 

turmoil as a result of the coronavirus. Pelosi will meet several House committee 

chairmen - Reps. Richard Neal (D-Mass.), Frank Pallone (D-N.J.), Nita 
Lowey< la> CD-N,Y.) and Bobby Scott (D-Va.) - Monday night to discuss a 

future stimulus package. Although the House is scheduled to leave for recess 

later this week, several senior aides told POLITICO they didn't expect 

lawmakers to leave until some kind of economic package cleared the chamber." 

Across the dias, White House national security officials on Tuesday will brief all 

House members on election security. 

"A Democratic aide said the presenters - according to a notice sent last week 

and confirmed with others - include FBI Director Christopher Wray; acting 

OHS Secretary Chad Wolf; CISA Director Chris Krebs; and Army Gen. Paul 

Nakasone, head of NSA and Cyber Command," our Tim Starks and Eric Geller 

report, "A House Intelligence Committee election security briefing last month 

reportedly angered President Donald Trump, leading to or contributing to a 

change of command at the Office of the Director of National Intelligence, with 

Richard Grenell replacing Joseph Maguire as acting director." 

Back in committee, it's business as usual: The secretaries of the Commerce, 

Agriculture and Interior departments, along with acting 0MB Russell Vought, 

testify on the Hill on Trump's fiscal 2021 budget request. 

WELCOME BACK TO DAY AHEAD. It's Tuesday, March 10 . Happy Harriet 

Tubman Day! On Wednesday, your host hands the reigns to the valiant Allie 

Bice as I get ready for a long-anticipated, albeit untimely, trip to Madrid and 

Valencia. Any recommendations? Send them my way: @eleanor mueller and 

emueller@politico.com. Let's get started. 

Sign up for POLITICO Nightly: Coronavirus Special Edition, your daily update 

on how the illness is affecting politics, markets, public health and more. 

HOUSE FLOOR 

The House meets at noon for legislative business. 

Lawmakers will consider four bills under suspension of the rules, including H.. 



Res. 756 (116), which would implement recommendations from the Select 

Committee on the Modernization of Congress. 

SENATE FLOOR 

The Senate meets at 10 a.m. 

Lawmakers will resume consideration of S, 2657 (116), the vehicle for the 

chamber's bipartisan energy package. They will then recess from 12:30 p.m. to 

2:10 p.m. for party lunches, before voting between 3:30 p.m. and 4 :30 p.m. 

MARKUP SPOTLIGHT 

9:30 a.m. House Agriculture Committee markup of two resolutions and its fiscal 

2021 Budget Views and Estimates. 1300 Longworth. 

1 O a.m. House Energy and Commerce Communications and Technology 
Subcommittee markup of pending legislation, including H.R. 4855 (116). which 

would require the public auction of coveted 5G-friendly airwaves known as the 

C-band, and H.R. 451 (116), which would aim to safeguard the T-band airwaves 

that police and firefighters rely on in bigger metro areas. 2322 Rayburn. 

2 p.m. House Rules Committee markup to prep the Senate Amendment to H.R.. 
2486 (116), the vehicle for consideration of the NO BAN Act and the Access to 

Counsel Act, and S,J, Res, 68 (116). which would restrict U.S. action against 

Iran, for floor action. H-313, U.S. Capitol. 

HEARING HIGHLIGHTS 

9:30 a.m. Senate Armed Services Committee hearing on DoD nominations. G-

50 Dirksen. 

9:30 a.m. House Appropriations Interior-Environment Subcommittee Member 
Day hearing. H-309, U.S. Capitol. 

10 a.m. Senate Appropriations Financial Services Subcommittee hearing on the 

FCC's fiscal 2021 budget. 562 Dirksen. 



10 a.m. Senate Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs Committee hearing on the 

CFPB's semi-annual report. 538 Dirksen. 

1 0 a.m. Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee hearing on Interior 
Department's fiscal 2021 budget. Interior Secretary David Bernhardt testifies. 

366 Dirksen. 

1 0 a.m. Senate .Judiciary Antitrust, Competition Policy and Consumer Rights 
Subcommittee hearing on digital tech competition. 226 Dirksen. 

1 O a.m. House Armed Services Committee hearing on the Middle East and 

Africa. 2118 Rayburn. 

10 a.m. House Budget Committee hearing on DoD's fiscal 2021 budget. 210 

Cannon. 

10 a.m. House Financial Services Committee hearing on Wells Fargo. 2128 

Rayburn. 

1 0 a.m. House Appropriations Agriculture-FDA Subcommittee hearing on the 
Agriculture Department's fiscal 2021 budget. Agriculture Secretary Sonny 

Perdue testifies. 2362-A Rayburn. 

1 0 a.m. House Appropriations Financial Services Subcommittee hearing on 
OMB's fiscal 2021 budget. Acting 0MB Director Russ Vought testifies. 2008 

Rayburn. 

10 a.m. House Appropriations Labor-HHS Subcommittee hearing on CDC's 

fiscal 2021 budget. 2358-C Rayburn. 

1 0 a.m. House Agriculture Livestock and Foreign Agriculture Subcommittee 

hearing on agricultural trade. 1300 Longworth. 

1 0 a.m. House Natural Resources National Parks, Forests, and Public Lands 
Subcommittee hearing on the U.S. Forest Service and the Bureau of Land 

Management. 1324 Longworth. 

1 0 a.m. House Transportation and Infrastructure Coast Guard and Maritime 



Transportation Subcommittee hearing on the international role of the Coast 

Guard. 2167 Rayburn. 

1 O a.m. House Veterans' Affairs Economic Opportunity Subcommittee hearing 
on pending legislation. HVC-210, U.S. Capitol. 

10:30 a.m. House Appropriations Military Construction-VA Subcommittee 

Member Day hearing. HT-2, U.S. Capitol. 

10:30 a.m. House Appropriations Commerce-.Justice-Science Subcommittee 

healing on the Commerce Department's fiscal 2021 budget. Commerce 

Secretary Wilbur Ross testifies. 2362-B Rayburn. 

11 a.m. Senate Rules and Administration Committee hearing on the nomination 

of James Trainor to be a member of the FEC. 301 Russell. 

11 :30 a.m. House Small Business Committee hearing on the coronavirus. 2360 

Rayburn. 

1 :30 p.m. House Appropriations Homeland Security Subcommittee hearing on 

the U.S. Coast Guard's fiscal 2021 budget. 2359 Rayburn. 

2 p.m. House Appropriations Military Construction-VA Subcommittee Public 

Witness Day hearing. HT-2, U.S. Capitol. 

2 p.m. House Armed Services Tactical Air and Land Forces Subcommittee 
healing on DoD aircraft acquisition and modification programs. 2118 Rayburn. 

2 p.m. House Appropriations Energy-Water Subcommittee hearing on U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers and Bureau of Reclamation's fiscal 2021 budgets. 

2362-B Rayburn. 

2 p.m. House Homeland Security Emergency Preparedness, Response and 

Recovery Subcommittee hearing on the coronavirus. 310 Cannon. 

2 p.m. House Natural Resources Energy and Mineral Resources Subcommittee 
hearing on Interior Department bureaus. 1324 Longworth. 



2 p.m. House Veterans' Affairs Oversight and Investigations Subcommittee 

hearing on pending legislation. HVC-210, U.S. Capitol. 

2:15 p.m. Senate Appropriations State-Foreign Operations Subcommittee 

hearing on fragility in the Sahel. 138 Dirksen. 

2:30 p.m. Senate Judiciary Intellectual Property Subcommittee hearing on 

international copyright policy. 226 Dirksen. 

3 p.m. House Appropriations Defense Subcommittee hearing on the Army's 

fiscal 2021 budget. H-140, U.S. Capitol. 

POTUS HAPPENINGS 

4:30 p.m. Trump presents the Presidential Medal of Freedom to retired Gen. 

Jack Keane, former vice chief of staff of the Army. East Room. 

WHERE IN THE WORLD IS TRUMP'S CABINET? 

No member of Trump's Cabinet released a public schedule for today. 

ON THE HORIZON 

SENATE WEIGHS TAX RELIEF MEASURES: Senate Finance Chairman Chuck 

Grassley is considering tax relief measures to stem the financial hemorrhaging 

caused by the coronavirus. "A spokesperson for the Iowa Republican said he 

couldn't yet discuss what's being considered," our Toby Eckert reports, "While 

Trump has floated the idea of a payroll tax cut, other top administration officials 

have touted more targeted approaches aimed at specific industries. Grassley is 

considering the latter approach." 

VA SUSPENDS GI BENEFITS FOR SOME SCHOOLS: The VA is suspending 

GI benefits for new students at five universities over allegedly false or 

misleading advertising or enrollment practices. "VA officials plan to suspend the 

payment of GI Bill education benefits for the enrollment of new students at the 

University of Phoenix, two schools owned by Career Education Corporation -

Colorado Technical University and American Intercontinental University - as 

well as Bellevue University based in Bellevue, Neb., and Temple University in 



Philadelphia," our Michael Stratford reports. "The sweeping action is one of the 

most aggressive ever taken by the VA against institutions of higher education. 

The University of Phoenix is one of the nation's largest for-profit colleges and 

the second-largest recipient of GI Bill funding, according to the most recently 

released federal data." 

OFFICIALS SKETCH OUT U.S.-EU TRADE AGREEMENT: Officials are 

closing in on what a "mini trade deal" between the U.S. and the EU could look 

like. "The EU is ready to lower barriers for U.S. agricultural exports such as 

GM Os as part of a mini trade agreement, but is not looking at bigger 

concessions such as cutting tariffs or changing EU laws," our Eddy Wax reports. 

"EU officials already told POLITICO that the bloc could speed up approvals of 

genetically modified organisms imported into the EU from the United States in 

the mini-deal, but this is the first time an EU civil servant has confirmed it on 

the record . ... Speaking to journalists earlier today, European Commission 

President Ursula von der Leyen said the deal was a "work in progress."' 

ON THE CALENDAR 

8:30 a.m. The International Association of Fire Fighters holds its annual 

Legislative Conference. Hyatt Regency Washington. 

9 a.m. The National League of Cities holds its annual Congressional City 

Conference. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi delivers remarks. Marriott 

Wardman Park. 

1 p.m. The National Parent Teacher Association holds its annual Legislative 

Conference. First lady Melania Trump delivers remarks. Westin Alexandria Old 

Town. 

Check out POLITICO Pro's calendarfor additional committee activity, events 

and more. 

Follow us on Twitter 
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Eleanor Mueller @eleanor_mueller 
Hugh Ferguson @hughtferguson 
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From: (b)(6) 
Sent: Thu, 13 Feb 2020 16:32:07 -0600 

.-------, 
To: McGuire, Brian; Blum, Jonathan; (b )(6) Nunnally, Lauren; Pinter, 
Kimberly;j~--(b_)(_6_) -~1Eck, Andrew; DiRoma, Michael; (b)(6) .__ _________ __. 

Subject: Night Note 2.13.2020 

Hi Brian, 

Please see the night note below: 

Thursday, February 13, 2020 

Jon 

• Transmitted TA on Sen. Young blockchain legislation. Setting up a call w/ Fiscal t eam to discuss 
their ongoing efforts w/ the technology. 

• Reached out to banking on GSE call. Crapo staff indicated they are reaching out to Brown to set 
up a meeting "shortly". 

• Setting up call w/ Ohio delegation on Hardest Hit Fund for next week. 

Lauren 

• Tomorrow afternoon Treasury FY21 budget briefing with 4-corners appropriations staff - taking 
Eisner and company to the Hill 

• Working on updating the USSS ROM move cost table with a more specific $20m breakout and 
IG costs 

• Working on House FSGG appropriations hearing tracker 

• Rep. Meeks introduced a Commemorative Coin Bill in recognition of the Bicentennial of Harriet 
Tubman's birth (2022), awaiting bill text on congress.gov 

I (b)(6) I 
• Responded to Rep. Perlmutter request for FTZ application update 

• Worked with Will on hearing get-backs ➔ sent consolidated list to Kimberly 
• Updated White House OLA on 199A 
• Working on TA request from Thune's office on an enhanced Lifetime Learning Credit for 

qualified job training programs 

Andy 

• Followed up with SSCI staff on due outs from Izzy's briefing 

• Scheduled Rep. Hill's pre-brief with Izzy for next week 

ICb~(61 
• Organized notes from SFC FY2021 budget hearing 

o Identified get-backs from hearing 

Michael 



• Met with governor of Guam to discuss Treasury's assistance with WWII reparation payments, 
pending federal legislation 

• Called HFSC/Waters's st aff director to touch base on IFC negotiations before Geoffrey's 
trip. We will reconvene with them next week while Geoffrey is away. 

• Wrapped up efforts with USDA on Stabenow/Menendez Brazilian wildfires letter; both 
Departments are now clearing the response letter. 

(b)(6) 

• Lauren, Will, GCFO, and I participated in call re: recent inquiries sent to USSS and status of 
legislation. 

• STM meeting has been calendared for 2:15pm tomorrow. 

Kimberly 

• Responded to several stakeholder requests. 
• Received and forwarded several Hill requests. 

• Set up NEC-requested DST meeting. 
• Setting up conference calls with Hill staff. 
• Checked on timing of 4SQ and 199A guidance. 

Have a great rest of your night! 

(b)(6) 

Legislative Affairs 
U.S. Department of the Treasury 
I (b)(6) @treasury.gov 

I (b)(6) I 
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McGuire, Brian 

President Donald J. Trump's State Of The Union Address: Remarks As Prepared 

For Delivery 

This message is from an EXTERNAL SENDER - be CAUTIOUS of links and 
attachments. THINK BEFORE YOU CLICK. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

February 4, 2020 

X 

Office of the Press Secretary 

*EMBARGOED FOR RELEASE UNTIL CONCLUSION OF REMARKS* 

PRESIDENT DONALD J . TRUMP'S STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS 

Rema r ks as p r epared for de l iver y 

TO THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES : 

Madam Speaker , Mr . Vice President , Members of Congress , 

the First Lady of the United States , and my fellow citizens: 

Three year s ago , we launched the g reat American 

comeback . Tonight , I s t and before you t o share the incredible 

r esults . Jobs a r e booming , incomes a r e soaring , pover ty i s 

plummet i ng , crime i s fal ling , confi dence i s sur ging, and our 



country is thriving and highly respected again! America ' s 

enemies a r e on the run, America ' s f ortunes are on the rise , and 

America ' s future is blazing bright . 

The years of economic decay a re over . The days of our 

country being used, taken advantage of, and even scorned by other 

nations a re long behind us . Gone too are the broken promises , 

job l ess recoveries , tired p l atitudes , and constant excuses for 

the depletion of American wealth , power , and prestige. 

In just 3 short years , we have shattered the mentality 

of American decline, and we have r ejected the downsizing of 

America ' s destiny . We are moving forward at a pace tha t was 

unimaginabl e just a short time ago , and we are never going back ! 

I am thri l l ed to r eport to you tonight that our economy is 

the best it has ever been . Our mi l itary is complete ly rebui l t , 

with its power being unmatched anywhere in the world -- and it is 

not even close. Our borders are secure . Our families are 

flourishing . Our val ues are renewed . Our pri de is 

restored . And for a l l these reasons , I say to the people of our 

g reat country, and to the Members of Congress before me : The 

State of our Uni on is stronger than ever before ! 

The vision I will lay out this evening demonstrates how 

we are building the world ' s most prosperous and inclusive society 

one where every c i t izen can join i n America's unparal leled 

success , and where e very community can take part in America ' s 

extraordinary rise . 

From the instant I took office, I moved rapidly to revive 

the United States economy -- slashing a record number of job-



killing r egulations , enacting historic and record- setting tax 

cuts , and f ighting for fa ir and reciprocal trade agreements. Our 

agenda i s relentless l y p r o-worker, p r o-fami ly, p r o-gr owth , and, 

most of al l, pro-American . We are advancing with unbridled 

optimism and lifting high our c itizens of every race , color, 

re l igi on , and creed . 

Since my election , we have created 7 million new j obs --

5 million more than Government experts pro j ected during the 

p r evious admini s tra t i on . 

The unemployment rate is the lowest in over ha l f a century . 

I ncredibly, the average unempl oyment rate under my 

Administration is lower than any administration in the history o f 

our country. I f we had not reversed the fai l ed economic pol i cies 

of the previous a dministration , the wor l d would not now be 

witness to America ' s g reat economic success . 

The unemployment rates fo r African-Amer i cans , Hi spani c­

Americans , and Asian-Americans have r eached the lowest l evels in 

history . African-Ame rican youth unempl oyment has reached an all­

time l ow . 

African- American poverty has declined to the lowes t rate 

ever recorded . 

The unemployment rate for women reached the lowest level in 

almost 70 years -- and last year , women filled 72 percent of all 

new jobs added . 

The veterans ' unemployment rate dropped to a r ecord low . 



The unempl oyment rate for disabled Ameri cans has r eached an 

al l -ti me low . 

Workers without a high school d iploma have achieved the 

lowest unemployment rate recorded i n United States h i story . 

A record number o f young Americans are now employed . 

Under the l ast admi nistrati on , mo r e than 10 million people 

were added to the food stamp r oll s . Under my Administrati on , 

7 million Americans have come off of f ood stamps , and 10 mi l lion 

people have been l i fted off of welfare . 

In 8 year s under the last administration , over 300 , 000 

working- age people dropped out of the workforce . I n just 3 years 

of my Administration, 3.5 mi llion working-age people have joined 

t he workforce . 

Since my e l ection, the net worth of the bottom half o f wage­

earners has increased by 47 percent -- 3 times faster than the 

inc r ease f or the top 1 percent . After decades o f flat and 

fal l ing i ncomes , wages are rising fast -- and, wonderful ly, 

they are rising fastest for l ow-income workers , who have seen 

a 16 percent pay- increase s i nce my election . This i s a blue 

col l ar boom. 

Rea l median household income is now at the highest level 

ever recorded! 

Since my e l ection , United States s tock markets have soared 

70 per cent , adding mo re than $12 t ri lli on to our Nation ' s wealth , 



transcending anything anyone believed was possible -- this , as 

other countries a r e not doing well . 

reached ama zing new he i ght s . 

Consumer confidence has 

All of t hose millions o f people with 401( k)s and pens i ons 

a re doing f a r better than they have ever done before with 

increase s of 60 , 70 , 80 , 90 , and even 1 00 percent . 

Jobs and investment are p ouring into 9, 000 previ ously­

neglected neighbor hoods t hanks to Oppor t un ity Zones , a pla n 

spearheaded by Senator Tim Scott as part of our great Republican 

tax cut s . I n other words , wealthy people a n d compani es a r e 

pouring money into poor n e i ghbor hoods o r a reas tha t have not 

seen investment in many decade s , cre ating jobs, energy, and 

excitement . This is the first time tha t these deserving 

communit i es have seen anyt hing l i ke this . It is a ll working ! 

Opportunity Zones are helping Americans like Army Veteran 

Tony Rankins from Cincinnat i , Ohio . After struggling with drug 

addiction , Tony l os t h i s job , h i s house , and h i s family -- he was 

homeless . But the n Tony f ound a construction company that 

inves ts in Opportunity Zones . He is now a top tradesman , drug­

free, reuni t ed with h i s f amily , and he i s here 

tonight . Tony : Keep up the great work . 

Our r oaring economy has, for the f irst t ime ever , given many 

f o r mer pri soner s the abi l i ty to get a g r eat job and a f r esh 

start . This s e cond chance at life is made poss ible because we 

passed landma r k Criminal Justice Reform into law . Everybody said 

that Cri minal Just i ce Re form could not be done , but I go t 

it done , and the p e ople in this room got it done . 



Thanks to our bold regulatory reduction campai gn , the United 

Stat es has become the number one producer of oil and natural gas 

in the world , by far . With the t r emendous progress we have made 

over the past 3 years , America is now energy independent , and 

energy jobs , like so many elements of our country , are at a 

recor d h i gh . We are do i ng numbers that no one would have thought 

possible j ust 3 years ago . 

Likewise , we are restoring our Nation ' s manufacturing might , 

even though predictions were that thi s coul d never be 

done . After losing 60 , 000 factories under the previ ous two 

administrations , America has now gained 12, 000 new factories 

under my Administr at i on with thousands upon thousands of p l ants 

and factories being p lanned or built . We have created over half 

a mil l i on new manufacturing jobs. Companies are not leaving ; 

they are coming back . Everybody wants to be where the acti on is, 

and the United States of America is , indeed, where the action is . 

One of the single biggest promises I made to the Ame rican 

people was t o replace the disastrous NAFTA trade deal. In fact , 

unfair trade is perhaps the single biggest reason that I decided 

to run for President . Following NAFTA ' s adopt i on , our Nation 

lost one in four manufac t uring jobs . Many poli ticians came 

and went , pledging to change or replace NAFTA -- only to do 

absolutely nothing . But unlike so many who came before me , 

I keep my promises . Six days ago , I repl aced NAFTA and signed 

the brand new Uni ted States-Mexi co- Canada Agreement (USMCA) 

into l aw . 

The USMCA wi ll create nearl y 1 0 0,000 new h i gh-paying 

American auto jobs , and massivel y boost exports for our farmers , 

r anchers , and factory workers . I t will also bring trade with 



Mexi co and Canada to a much higher deg ree , but a l so t o a much 

greater level of fairness and r eciprocity . This is the first 

ma jor trade deal i n many years to ear n the strong backi ng of 

America ' s l abor unions . 

I a l so promised our citizens that I would i mpose tariffs to 

confront China ' s massive theft of American j obs . Our s trategy 

worked . Days ago , we signed the groundbreaking new a g reement 

with Chi na that wil l defend our workers , protect our i ntellectual 

p r opert y , b ring b ill i ons o f dol l a r s i nto our t r easur y , and open 

vast new markets f or products made and grown right here in the 

United States of America. For decades , Chi na has taken advantage 

of t he Uni ted States , now we h ave changed that but, at the same 

time , we have perhaps t he best relationship we have ever had wi t h 

China , including wi th Pr es i dent Xi . They re spect what we have 

done because , qu i te frankl y , they could never bel ieve what t hey 

were abl e t o get away with year after ye ar , decade after decade , 

without someone in our country stepping up and 

saying : Enough . Now, we want to rebui l d our country , and t hat 

i s what we a r e do i ng . 

As we restore American leadership t hroughout the world, 

we a r e once agai n s t andi ng up fo r freedom i n our 

hemisphere . That is why my Administrat i on reversed the failing 

p ol i cies of the previous administration on Cuba . We are 

support i ng t he hopes of Cubans , Nicaraguans , and Venezuelans to 

res t ore democracy . The United St ates i s leadi ng a 59- nati on 

diplomatic coal i tion against the soci alist d i ctator of Venezuela, 

Nicolas Maduro. Madur o is an illegitimate ruler , a tyrant who 

b r utal i zes h i s people . But Madur o ' s g rip of tyranny will be 

smashed and broken . Here this evening is a man who carries 

with him the hopes , d reams , and aspirations of a ll 



Venezuelans . Joining us in the gallery is the true and 

legitimate Pres i dent of Venezuela , Juan Guaid6 . Mr. President , 

please take this message back to your homeland . All Americans 

are united with the Venezuelan people in their righteous struggl e 

for freedom! Socialism destroys nations. But a lways remember , 

f r eedom uni fies the soul. 

To safeguard American Liberty, we have invested a record­

breaking $2.2 trillion in the United States Mil i tary . We have 

purchased the f i nest planes, missi l es , rockets, ships, and 

every other form of military equipment - - all made in the 

United States of America. We are also final ly getting our allies 

to hel p pay thei r fa i r share . I have r aised contributi ons from 

the other NATO members by more than $400 bil l ion, and the number 

of allies meeting their minimum obligations has more than 

doubled . 

And just weeks ago , f o r the first time since President 

Tr uman established the Air Force more than 70 years ear lier, 

we c r eated a new branch of the United States Armed Forces , the 

Space Force . 

In the gal l e r y toni ght, we have one of the Space Force ' s 

youngest potential recruits : 13-year-ol d Iain Lanphier , an 

eighth grader from Arizona . Iain has always dreamed of going to 

space . He was first in his class and a mong the youngest at an 

avi at i on academy . He aspires to go to the Ai r Force Academy, and 

then , he has his eye on the Space Force . As Iain says , ''most 

people look up at space , I want to l ook down on the world ." 

Sitting besi de I ain tonight is his great hero . Charles 

McGee was born in Cleveland , Ohio , one century ago . Charles is 



one of the l ast surviving Tuskegee Ai r men -- the first b l ack 

f ighter p i l ots -- and he also happen s to be Iain ' s great­

g r andf ather. After mo r e than 130 combat mi ss i ons in Wor ld 

War I I, he came back to a country still struggling for Civi l 

Rights and went on to serve America i n Kor ea and Vietnam. On 

December 7th , Charles celebr ated h i s 100t h b i rthday . A few weeks 

ago , I signed a bil l promoting Charl es McGee to Brigadier 

General . And earlie r today, I p inned the star s on his shoulders 

in t he Oval Of f i ce . Gener a l McGee : Our Nation sal utes you . 

From t he pilgrims to our Founders , from the so l diers 

at Valley For ge to the ma r chers at Selma , and from Pres i den t 

Lincol n to t he Rever end Dr. Ma r tin Luther King , J r., Americans 

have always re j ected l i mits on our children ' s f uture . 

Members of Congress, we mus t never forget that the only 

victories t hat matter in Washington are victories that delive r 

for the Amer i can people . The people are the heart of our 

country , their dreams are the soul of our country , a nd t he i r love 

i s what power s and susta ins our country . We mus t always r emember 

t hat our j ob is to put Ame rica first ! 

The next step forward in building an i nc l usive soci ety i s 

making sure that every young American gets a great education a nd 

t he oppor tunity to achieve the American Dream. Yet , for too 

long , countless Ameri c a n chi l d r en have bee n trapped i n failing 

gover nment schools . To r escue these student s , 18 States have 

created school choice in the form of Opportunity 

Scholarships . The programs a re so popular , tha t tens of 

thousands of s t udent s r emain on waiting list s . One o f those 

students is J aniyah Davi s , a fourth grader from 

Philadelphia . Jani yah ' s mom Stephanie is a s ing le parent . She 



would do anything to g ive her daughter a better future . But last 

year , that future was put further out of r each when 

Pennsylvani a ' s Governor vetoed l egi s l at i on to expand school 

choice for 50 , 000 children . 

Jani yah and Stephanie are i n the g a ller y this eveni ng . But 

there is more to their story . Janiyah , I am pleased to inform 

you that your long wait is over . I can proudly announce tonight 

that an Opportunity Scholarship has become available , it is going 

to you, and you will soon be heading to the school o f your 

choice! 

Now, I cal l on the Congress to g i ve 1 mill i on American 

children the same opportunity J aniyah has just received . Pass 

the Education Freedom Scholarships and Opportunity Act -- because 

no parent should be forced to send their child to a failing 

government school . 

Every young person should have a safe and secure e nvironment 

in whi ch to learn and grow . For this reason, our magnificent 

First Lady has l aunched the "Be Best " initiative -- to advance a 

safe , healthy, supportive , and drug- free life for the next 

gener at i on , onl i ne, i n school, and in our communities . Thank 

you , Me l ania, for your extraordinary love and profound care for 

America ' s children . 

My Admini stration i s determined to give our citizens the 

opportunities they need regardless of age or background . Through 

our Pledge to American Workers , over 400 companies will also 

provide new jobs and education opportunities to almost 1 5 mi llion 

Americans . 



My Budget also cont a ins an exciting vision f o r our Nat i on ' s 

high schools . Tonight, I ask the Congress to support our 

students and back my plan to offer vocational and techni cal 

educati on in every singl e high school in America . 

To expand equal opportunity , I am a lso proud that 

we achieved record and permanent f unding for our Nation ' s 

Hi storical ly Black Colleges and Univer siti es . 

A good l i fe for American fami l ies also requi r es the mos t 

affordable , i nnovative , and high- q uality healthcare system on 

Earth. Befor e I took office , health insurance premiums had 

more than doubled in just 5 years. I moved quick ly to provide 

affordable alternatives . Our new p l ans are up to 60 percent less 

expensive . 

famil i es : 

conditions 

I have also made an i ronclad pledge to American 

We will always protect pat i ents with pre- existing 

that is a guarantee . And we will always protect 

your Medicare and your Social Security . 

The Amer i can pati ent should never be bl i ndsided by medical 

bi l ls . That is why I signed an Executive Order requiring price 

t ransparency . Many experts believe tha t transparency , whi ch will 

go into f u l l effect at the beginning of next year, wi ll be even 

b igger t han heal thcare re f orm . It will save families massive 

amounts o f money f or substantial l y better care . 

But as we wor k to i mprove Americans ' healthcare , there are 

those who want t o take away your heal thcare, take away your 

doct or, and abol i sh p rivate insurance ent irely . One hundred 

thirty- two l awmakers i n this room have endorsed legis lation to 

impose a socialist takeover of our healt hcare system, wiping out 

t he p rivate health insur ance plans of 180 mi lli on Americans . To 



those watching at home tonight , I want you to know : We wil l 

never let socialism destroy American healthcare ! 

Over 130 legislators in this chamber have endorsed 

legislation that would bankrupt our Nation by providing f r ee 

taxpayer-funded healthcare to mi lli ons of i l l egal al i ens , f orcing 

taxpayers to subsidize free care for anyone in the world who 

unlawfully crosses our borders . These p roposals would raid the 

Medicare bene f its our seniors depend on , while acting as 

a powerful lure f or i llegal i mmi g r at i on . Thi s i s what i s 

happening in California and other States - - their systems 

are totally out of control , costing taxpayers vast and 

unaffordabl e amounts of money . If forc i ng Ameri can taxpayers to 

provide un l imited free healthcare to ill egal aliens sounds fair 

to you , then stand with the rad ical left. But i f you believe 

that we should defend Ame rican patients and American seniors , 

then stand with me and pass l egislation to prohibit free 

Government healthcare for il legal aliens! 

Thi s wil l be a tremendous boon to our a l ready very-strongly 

guarded southern border where , as we speak, a long , tal l, and 

very powerful wall i s being bui lt . We have now completed over 

100 mi les and will have over 500 mi les fully completed by early 

next year . 

My Administra tion i s also taking on the big pharmaceutical 

companies . We have approved a record number of affordable 

generic drugs , and medicines are being approved by the FDA at 

a faster clip than ever before . I was p leased to announce l ast 

year that , for the f i rst time in 5 1 years , the cost of 

prescription drugs actually went down . 



And working together , the Congress can reduce drug prices 

substantial l y from current l evels . I have been speaking to 

Senator Chuck Grassley of Iowa and others i n the Congress i n 

order to get somethi ng on drug prici ng done, and done 

properl y . I am call ing for bipartisan legislati on that achieves 

the goal of dramati cally lowering p r escription drug prices . Get 

a bill t o my desk , and I wil l sign it into law without delay . 

With unyielding commitment , we are curbing the opioid 

epi demic -- drug overdose deaths declined for the first time 

i n nearly 30 years . Among the States hardes t hit , Ohio i s down 

22 percent , Pennsylvania is down 18 percent , Wisconsin is down 1 0 

percent -- and we wi ll not qu i t unti l we have beaten the opioi d 

epidemi c once and for a l l . 

Protecting Americans ' heal t h a l so means fighting infecti ous 

diseases . We are coordinating with t he Chinese government and 

worki ng c l osely toget her on t he Cor onavirus out b r eak i n 

China . My Administration will take all necessary steps to 

safeguard our c i tizens from this threat . 

We have launched ambitious new initia tives to subst ant i al l y 

i mprove car e for Amer i cans wi th kidney disease, Alzhei mer ' s , and 

those s t ruggling with mental health chal l enges . And because 

t he Congr ess funded my r equest , we are pursuing new cures for 

chil dhood cancer, and we wi l l eradicate the AIDS epidemi c in 

America by the end o f the decade. 

Al most e very Ame r ican family knows the pain when a l oved one 

i s diagnosed with a serious illness. Her e t onight is a speci al 

man , someone bel oved by millions of Americans who just recei ved a 

Stage 4 advanced cancer d iagnosis . Thi s i s not good news , but 



what is good news is that he is the g r eatest f i ghter and winner 

tha t you wi ll ever meet . Rush Limbaugh : Thank you for your 

decades of tireless devotion to our country. Rush , 

in recognition of al l that you have done for our Nation , the 

mil l ions of people a d ay that you speak to and i nspire , and all 

of the i ncredi b l e work that you have done f or charity , I am proud 

to announce tonight that you wi l l be r eceiving our country ' s 

highest c ivilian honor , the Pr es i dential Medal o f Freedom. I 

wil l now ask the First Lady of the United States to please stand 

and present you with the honor . Rush, Kathryn, congratulations ! 

As we pray f or all who are sick , we know that Ame rica is 

constantl y achieving new medi c al breakthroughs . In 201 7 , doctors 

at St . Luke ' s hospital in Kansas City delivered one of t he 

earliest premature babies ever to survive . Born a t just 21 weeks 

and 6 days , and weighing less than a pound, Ell i e Schnei der was 

born a fighter . Through the skill of her doctors -- and the 

prayers o f he r parent s -- little Ellie kept on winning the battle 

for l ife . Today, El lie is a strong, heal thy 2- year- old girl 

sitting with her amaz i ng mother Robin in the gal lery . Ell i e and 

Robin : We are so g l ad you are here . 

El lie r eminds us that ever y chi l d i s a miracle of 

life . Thanks to modern medical wonders , 50 percent of very 

p remature babies del ivered at the hosp ital where Ell ie was born 

now survive. Our goal shoul d be to ensure that every baby has 

the best chance to thrive and grow just l ike El l ie. That i s why 

I a m asking the Congress to provide an additional $50 million to 

fund neo- natal research for Amer i ca ' s youngest pat ients . That is 

also why I am cal l ing upon the Members of Congr ess here tonight 

to pass legis lat ion finally banning t he late-term abortion of 

bab i es . 



Whether we a r e Republican , Democrat , or Independent , surely 

we must al l agree that every human l ife is a sacred g i ft from 

God! 

As we support Ameri ca ' s morns a nd dads , I was recently proud 

to s i gn the l a w providing new parents in the Federal workforce 

paid family l eave , serving as a mode l f o r the rest o f the 

country . Now, I cal l on the Congre ss to pass the bipartisan 

Advancing Support f or Working Families Act , e x tending family 

leave to mothers and fathers al l acr oss the Nation . 

Forty mill i on Amer i can fami l ies have an average $2,200 extra 

t hanks t o our child tax credit . I have also overseen h istori c 

funding increases for high-quality child care , enabling 17 States 

to s erve more chi ldren , many of which have r educed or e liminate d 

t he i r wait l i sts altogether . And I sent the Congress a p l an with 

a vision to further expand access to high- quality childcare and 

urge you to act imme diately. 

To protect the env ironment , days ago , I announced tha t the 

United States will j o in the One Tril l ion Trees Initiative, an 

ambit i ous effort to bring together Government and the p rivate 

sector t o p l ant new trees in America and a round the worl d . 

We must also rebui l d America ' s infrastructure . I ask you to 

pass Senator Barrasso ' s highway bil l -- t o invest in new r oads , 

bridges , and tunnel s a cros s our l and . 

I am a l so committed to ensuring that every citizen c an have 

access t o h igh-speed int ernet , including rural Ame rica . 



A bett er tomorrow for all Americans also requires us to keep 

America s afe . Tha t me ans support i ng the men and women of law 

enf o r cement a t every l e vel , i nc l udi n g our Nat i on ' s heroi c I CE 

o f f i cers . 

Last yea r , our brave ICE offi cer s arrested more than 1 20 , 000 

crimina l a l iens charged with nearly 1 0 ,000 burgl arie s , 5 , 000 

sexual assaults , 4 5, 000 violent assaults , and 2 , 000 murders . 

Tr agi cal l y , there a r e many c i ties i n Amer i ca where r adical 

p ol i ticians have chosen to provide sanct uar y for these crimina l 

i l l egal al i ens. In Sanct uary Cities , local o f f i cial s order 

pol ice to r elease dangerous criminal a l i ens to p r ey upon the 

public , instead of handing them over to ICE t o be safely removed . 

Just 29 days ago , a crimi nal a l i en f r eed by the Sanctuary 

City of New York was charge d wi t h the brutal rape and murder o f a 

92 -year - o l d woman . The kille r had been previous l y arrested for 

assault, but under New Yor k ' s sanctuary polici es , he was 

set free . If t he city had honor e d I CE ' s det a i ne r reques t , h i s 

victim woul d be aliv e today . 

The State o f Cali fo r n i a p a ssed a n ou trageous law declar i ng 

their whole Stat e to be a sanctuary for c r i minal ill egal 

i mmigrant s -- with cat astrophic results . 

Her e i s j u st one trag ic e x a mpl e . In Decembe r 201 8 , 

Ca l ifornia pol ice detained an i l l egal a l i en with f ive prior 

arrests , i nc l uding convictions for robbery and assault . But 

as r equi red by Cali forn i a ' s Sanct uar y Law, loca l aut hori t i es 

r e l eased h i m. 



Days later , the criminal alien went on a g ruesome spree 

of deadly v iolence . He viciously shot one man going about h is 

d a i ly work; he approached a woman sitting i n her car and shot her 

in the arm and the chest . He walked into a conveni ence store and 

wildly fired his weapon . He hi jacked a truck and smashed into 

vehicles , c ritical l y i njuring innocent victims . One of the 

victims of his bloody rampage was a 51-year-old American named 

Rocky Jones . Rocky was at a gas station when this vile c riminal 

f i r e d e ight bul l e ts at h i m from close range, murdering h i m i n 

col d blood . Roc ky left behind a d evoted fami l y , incl udi ng h i s 

b r others who loved him more than anything . One of his gri eving 

brothers is here with us tonight . Jody, would you ple ase 

stand? Jody , our hearts weep fo r your l oss -- and we wi ll not 

r est until you have justice . 

Sena tor Thom Ti llis has introduced legisla tion to allow 

Americans l ike Jody to sue Sanctuary Cities and States when 

a loved one is hurt o r killed as a result of these deadly 

polici es . I ask the Congress to pass the J ustice f or Victims o f 

Sanctuary Citi es Act i mmediately. The United States of Ameri ca 

should be a sanctuary for law-abiding Americans -- not criminal 

aliens ! 

In the last 3 years, ICE has arrest ed over 5 , 00 0 wicked 

human t raffickers -- and I have s i gned 9 pieces of l egisl a tion to 

stamp out the mena ce of human trafficking , domesti cally and 

around the globe. 

My Administration has undertaken an unprecedent ed effort 

to secure the southern bor de r o f the Uni ted States . 

Befo re I c ame into office , if you showed up illegal ly on our 



southern border and were arrested, you were simpl y released and 

allowed into our country, ne ver to be seen again . My 

Admini stration has ended Catch-and-Release . If you come 

il legal ly , you will now be promptly removed . We entered into 

historic cooperation agreements with the Governments of Mexico , 

Honduras , El Sal vador, and Guatemal a . As a result of our 

unprecedented efforts , i llegal crossings are down 75 percent 

s i nce May -- dropping 8 straight months i n a r ow . And as the 

wall goes up , drug seizures rise , and border crossings go down . 

Last year, I traveled to the border in Texas and met Chie f 

Patrol Agent Raul Ortiz . Over the last 24 months , Agent Orti z 

and h i s team have se i zed more than 200 , 000 pounds of poi sonous 

narcotics , arrested more than 3 , 00 0 human smuggl ers, and rescued 

more than 2 , 000 migrants . Days ago, Agent Ortiz was promoted to 

Deputy Chief of Border Patrol - - and he joins us tonight . Chief 

Ortiz : Please stand -- a grateful Nation thanks you and al l the 

heroes of Border Patrol . 

To bui ld on these histori c gai ns , we are working on 

legislation to replace our outdated and randomized i mmigration 

system with one based on merit , welcoming those who follow the 

ru l es , contribute to our economy, support themselves financially , 

and uphold our values . 

With e very action, my Administration is restoring the 

ru l e of l aw and re-asserting the cultur e of American 

freedom . Working with Senate Majority Leader McConnell and his 

colleagues in the Senate , we have confirmed a record number of 

187 new Feder al judges to uphold our Consti tution as 

written . This includes two bril lian t new Supreme Court Justices, 

Nei l Gorsuch , and Brett Kavanaugh . 



My Administration is a l so defending rel i gious l iberty, and 

that i nc l udes the Consti tutional right to pray i n public 

schools . In America , we do not puni sh prayer . We do not tear 

down crosses . We do not ban symbols of faith. We do not muzzle 

p r eachers and pastors . In Ame ri ca , we celebrate faith . We 

cherish re l igion . We lif t our voices in prayer , and we raise our 

s i ghts t o t he Glory of God! 

J ust as we believe in the Fir st Amendment, we a l so believe 

i n another Constitutional right that is under siege al l acr oss 

our country. So long as I am President I wi ll always protect 

your Second Amendment r i ght to keep and bear a rms . 

In r eaffi rming our heritage as a free Nat i on , we must 

remember that America has a l ways been a frontier nat i on . Now we 

must e mbrace the next f rontier , America ' s manifest destiny in the 

star s . I a m aski ng t he Congress to fu l ly fund t he Artemi s 

program to ensure that the next man and the first woman on the 

moon wi ll be American as tronauts - - using thi s as a l aunchi ng pad 

to ensure t hat Ameri ca is t he f irst nation to p l ant i t s flag on 

Mars . 

My Adminis t rati on is also strongly defending our national 

security and combating r adi cal Islamic t err orism . Last week , 

I announced a groundbreaking plan for peace between Isr ael and 

the Palesti nians. Recognizing that all past attempts have 

fai l ed, we must be determined and creative i n order t o stabi l ize 

the region and give mi l l i ons of young people the change to 

realize a better fu t ure . 

Three years ago , the bar barians o f I SIS held over 20 , 00 0 



square miles o f territo r y in Iraq and Syria . Today , the ISIS 

territorial cal i phate has been 1 00 perc e nt destroyed, and 

the founder and leader of IS I S -- the b l oodthirsty killer 

Al-Baghdadi -- is dead ! 

We a r e joined t h i s eveni ng by Carl and Ma r sha 

Mueller . After graduating from coll ege, their beautiful d aughter 

Kayla became a humanitarian aid worke r . Kayla o nce wrote , " Some 

p eople find God in chur ch . Some people find God in na ture . Some 

people find God i n love ; I f i nd God i n s u f fering . I ' ve known for 

some time what my life ' s work i s , using my hands as t ools to 

re l ieve suffering ." In 2013 , while caring for suffering 

c ivil i ans i n Syria , Kayl a was ki dnapped, tortur ed, and ens l aved 

by I SIS , and kept as a prisoner of Al - Baghdadi himse l f . After 

more than 500 horrifying d ays of captivity , Al-Baghdadi murdered 

young Kayla. She was just 26 years old . 

On the night that United St ates Special Forces Operators 

ended Al - Baghdadi ' s miserable l ife , the Chairman of the Joint 

Chi efs o f Staff , General Mark Mi lley, r eceived a call in the 

Situation Room . He was told that t he brave men of the e lite 

Special Forces team, t hat so perfectly carried out the operation , 

had g i ven thei r miss i on a name -- "Task Force 8-1 4." It was a 

reference to a special day : August 14th -- Kayl a ' s 

b irthday . Carl and Marsha , Amer i ca ' s warriors never forgot Kayla 

-- and neither will we . 

Every day, America ' s men and women in uniform demonstrat e 

the infinite depths of love tha t dwells in t he human heart . 

One of these American heroes was Army Staff Sergeant 

Chr i stopher Hake . On his second deployment t o Iraq in 2008 , 



Sergeant Hake wrote a letter to his 1-year-old son , 

Gage : " I will be with you again ," he wrote to Gage. " I wi l l 

teach you to ride your fi r st bike , bui ld your f i rst sand box , 

watch you play sports and see you have kids also . I love you 

son , take care of your mother . I am always with you . Dad . " On 

Easter Sunday of 2008, Chris was out on p atrol i n Baghdad when 

his Bradley Fighting Vehicle was hit by a roadside bomb . That 

n i ght , he made the ultimate sacrifice for our country . Sergeant 

Hake now rests in eternal g lory in Arlington , and his wife Kelli 

is in the gallery toni ght , joi ned by their son, who i s now 

13 years old. To Kelli and Gage: Chris wi l l live i n our hearts 

forever . 

The terrorist responsibl e for killing Sergeant Ha ke was 

Qasem Soleimani , who provi ded the deadly roadside bomb that took 

Chris ' s life . Soleimani was the Iranian Regime ' s most ruthless 

but cher , a monster who murdered or wounded thousands of American 

service members i n Iraq . As the world ' s top terrorist , Soleimani 

orchestrated the deaths of countless men, women , and 

chi ldren . He d i rected the December assault on United States 

Forces in I raq, and was actively planning new attacks . That is 

why , last month , at my d irection , the Uni ted States Military 

executed a flawl ess precision strike that ki l led Solei mani and 

t erminated his evil reign of t error forever . 

Our message to the terrorists is clear: You will never 

escape American just i ce . If you attack our c i t i zens , you f o rfei t 

your l ife! 

In recent months , we have seen proud Iranians ra i se thei r 

voices against their oppressive rulers . The Iranian regime must 

abandon its pursuit of nuclear weapons , stop spreadi ng terror , 



death , and destructi on , and start working for the good of its own 

p eople . Because of our powerful sanctions, the I ranian economy 

is do i ng very poorly . We can help them make i t very good i n a 

short period of time , but perhaps they are too proud or too 

foo l ish to ask for that help . We are here . Let ' s see which road 

they choose. It is totally up to them . 

As we defend American lives , we are working to end America ' s 

wars in the Middle East . 

In Afghani stan, t he determinat i on and valor of our 

warfighters has allowed us to make tre mendous progress, and peace 

talks are underway . I a m not looking to ki l l hundreds 

of thousands of people in Afghanistan, many of them innocent . I t 

is also not our function to serve other nati ons as a law 

enforce ment agency . These are warfighters , the best in the 

world, and they either want to fight to win or not fight at 

all . We are working to fina lly end Ameri ca ' s longest war and 

bring our troops back home! 

War p l aces a heavy burden on our Nation ' s extraordinary 

military families , especi al l y spouses like Amy Williams from Fort 

Br agg , Nor th Carolina , and her 2 chi l d r en -- 6- year-old Elliana 

and 3-year-old Rowan . Arny works ful l time , and volunteers 

countless hour s helping other military families . For the past 7 

months, she has done i t all while her husband, Se rgeant First 

Class Townsend Wil l iams, is i n Afghani stan on h i s fourth 

deployment to the Middle East . Arny ' s kids have not seen their 

father ' s face in many months . Amy, your family ' s sacrifice makes 

it poss i ble for all of our fami l ies to l ive i n safety and peace -

- we thank you . 



As the world bears witness toni ght , America is a land of 

heroes. This is the p lace where greatness is born , where 

des tinies are forged, and where legends come to l ife. This i s 

the home of Thomas Edison and Teddy Roosevelt , of many great 

Generals , including Washington, Pershing, Patton, and 

MacAr thur . This is the home of Abraham Lincoln , Frederi ck 

Douglass , Amelia Earhart , Harriet Tubman, the Wright Brothers , 

Neil Armstrong, and so many more . This is the country where 

children learn names like Wyatt Earp , Davy Crockett , and Anni e 

Oakley. This is the place where the pil g rims landed a t Plymouth 

and where Texas patriots made their last stand at the Alamo . 

The American Nat i on was c arved out of the vast frontie r by 

the toughest , s trongest , fiercest , and most determined men and 

women ever to walk the face of the Earth . Our ancestors braved 

the unknown ; tamed t he wilderness ; settled the Wild West ; lifted 

mi l lions from poverty, disease , and hunger ; vanquished t yranny 

and fa scism; ushered t he wo r ld to new heights of sci ence and 

medicine ; laid down the rai l roads , dug out canals, raised up the 

skyscrapers -- and, l adi es and gentlemen, our ancestors bui lt the 

most exceptional Republic ever t o exist i n a l l of human 

history . And we a r e making it g reater t han ever before ! 

This is our g l orious and magnificent inheritance . 

We are Americans . We are the pioneers. We are the 

pathfi nder s. We set t led the new wor l d , we built t he moder n 

world , and we changed history f orever by embracing the eternal 

truth that everyone is made equal by the hand of Almighty God. 

Ame rica is the p lace where anything can happen ! America is 

t he place where anyone can rise . And here , on thi s land, on this 



soil , on thi s conti nen t , the most i nc r edi ble dreams come t r ue! 

Thi s Nat i on is our canvas , and this count r y is our 

master piece . We look a t tomo r row and see un l imited f r onti ers 

j ust waiting to b e e xplored. Our bri ght est discoveri e s a r e not 

yet known . Our most thrilling s t ories are not yet t old . Our 

grandest j ourneys are not ye t made . The American Age , t he 

Ame rican Epi c , t he American Adventur e , has only j ust begun ! 

Our spiri t i s sti l l young ; the sun is sti l l r isi ng ; God ' s 

grace i s s til l shi n i ng ; and my fe l low Americans , the best i s yet 

to come ! 

Thank you . God Bless You . God Bless America . 

THE WHITE HOUSE , 

Febr uar y 4 , 2020 . 
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MS . MCENANY : All right . Hello , everyone . Over the holiday 

weekend, President Trump de l ivered two defining , un ify i ng , and 

patrio tic speeches , wh i c h d r ew widespread p raise by those who 

cherish our values, honor our history, and seek to advance 

pol i c ies that l ift up al l Americans . 



The Pres i dent outl ined a v i sion f or the f utur e. The 

President outl ined a vision for stronger and safe r 

communities . President Trump said, "After a ll, what do we 

want ? We want a strong militar y , great education , housing, low 

taxes , l aw and order.u He went on t o s a y , " We want safet y , we 

want equal justice, we want religious liberty, we want faith and 

family, and living in the g reat communities and happy communities 

and safe communities . And we want great jobs , and we want t o be 

respect ed by the r est of the wor l d, not taken advantage of by the 

rest of the world ." He went on to say , " We should all want the 

same thing . How can it be any different than those things?u 

This message is now more i mportant and more timel y than 

ever . Radical left- wing mobs seek to tear down our monuments and 

our memoria ls -- everyone f rom George Washington to Abr aha m 

Lincoln to Frederick Douglass, and even Gandhi . Misguided 

movements , such as " Defunct the Police," seek to leave our 

communi t i es more vulnerable than ever . Case i n point : This 

weekend alone, in New York, ther e were 44 shooti ngs with 11 

ki l l ed; in Chicago , 75 people were shot with 13 kil l ed; and 

trag ically, at least five of these individuals were children who 

were killed in c i ties across the countr y . An absolutely 

devastating loss , and we grieve for those families . Crimes such 

as this is dark and it is divisive . 

Thi s July 4th, the Pr es i den t sai d , " Our movement i s based on 

lifting all citizens to reach their ful l est God-given 

potential. Never forget : We are one family and one nation ... We 

wi l l teach our children t o cheri sh and adore thei r countr y 

so ... they can bui l d its future . " 



This vision is not a culture war , as the media seeks to 

falsely proclaim; it ' s an embrace of our American fami ly, our 

values, our freedom, and our futur e . 

And with that, I ' ll take questions . 

Peter . 

Q Kayleigh, I want to ask you just a couple 

quest i ons . The first one : Why i s the President so supporti ve of 

flying the Confederate flag? 

MS . MCENANY : So I think you ' re refer ring to a tweet thi s 

morning . I s that right? 

Q Correct . 

MS . MCENANY : Well , I think you ' re mischaracterizing the 

tweet . The tweet was aimed at pointing out tha t the FBI r eport 

of t he alleged hate crime at NASCAR concluded that the gar age 

door pull, which had been the re since last fall , was obvious l y 

not targeted at a specifi c individual because , in fact , it was a 

garage pul l and, in fact , it was there since last fall, long 

before these 43 teams arrived . And it was concl uded by the FBI 

that this was , quote , "not an intentional racist act . u 

Q For c l a rity , I'm asking you about the Confederate 

flags . My question is : Why is the President so supportive of 

flying the Confederate f l ag? 

MS . MCENANY : The President never said that . Again, you ' re 

taking his tweet completely out of context . 



Q The President said that NASCAR saw bad ratings because 

they took down the Confederate f l ag, banned the Confederate 

flag . Does he believe NASCAR should fly the Con f ederate 

f l ag? And why don ' t they f l y it here? 

MS . MCENANY : The whole point of the twee t was t o note t he 

inc i dent , t he alleged hate c rime that , in fact , was not a hate 

crime . At the very end, the ban on the flag was mentione d in the 

broader context of the fact that he re jects this noti on that 

somehow NASCAR men and women who go t o t hese sporti ng events are 

racist when, in fact , as it turns out , what we saw with the FBI 

report and the alleged i ncident of a hate cri me -- it was a 

complete indictment of t he media ' s rush to j udgment once again , 

cal ling this a hate c rime when the FBI compl etely d i smi ssed tha t . 

Q Let me ask you about some of t he President ' s comments 

t his weekend . The President said that 99 per cent o f coronavirus 

cases are total ly harmless. Which membe rs of the White House 

Coronavi rus Task Force agree with that statement? 

MS . MCENANY : So what the Presi dent was pointi ng to -- and 

I 'm g lad you brought it up -- was a factual statement, one that 

is rooted in science and one that was pointing out the fact t hat 

mortality in this country i s very low. And I have two char ts 

that we ' ll pull up to il l ustrate that . 

The f irst chart is the case fatalit y rate in the United 

States. And as you can see, the mortal ity rate has gone l ike 

thi s -- (motions downward) - - the case fatal i ty rate . And a l so, 

in the second chart you ' ll see hope f ully t hey have i t up 

beh i nd me -- but the case rate fatality rate in this country 



vis-a-vis other European countries is much lower than , let ' s say, 

France and I taly . And what that speaks to is the great work of 

thi s admin i stration with therapeuti cs and remdesivir and 

dexamethasone . And that ' s what the President was pointing out . 

Q So I want to get back to --

MS . MCENANY : Jon . 

Q -- just to fo l low up quickl y , though . So i f you don ' t 

die , is it not harmless? 

MS . MCENANY : The President was noting the fact that the 

vast majority of Americans who contract coronavirus wil l come out 

on the other side of this . Of course , he takes this very 

seriously. Of course , no one wants to see anyone in this country 

contract COVID, which is why the administration has fought hard 

to make sure that ' s not the case with our historic response 

effort. 

Jon . 

Q Kayle i gh, to fo llow on Peter ' s question, what is the 

President ' s position? Does he think NASCAR ma de a mistake by 

banning the Confederate flag? 

MS . MCENANY : So he said he -- I spoke to him thi s morn i ng 

about this , and he said he was not making a judgment one way or 

the other. The intent of the tweet was to stand up for the men 

and women of NASCAR and the fans and those who have gone, and 

this rush to judgment of the media to call something a hate crime 

when , in fact , the FBI report concluded this was not an 



i n t enti onal racist act . And it ver y much mi r r o r s other t i mes 

when there have been a rush to j udgment , let ' s say with the 

Covington boys or with Jussie Smoll ett . 

Q But l et ' s dril l down on the Confederate f l ag. Does he 

thi nk it was a mistake f o r NASCAR to ban i t? 

MS . MCENANY : The Pres i dent sai d he wasn ' t maki ng a j udgment 

one way or the other . You ' re focusing on --

Q But what i s his position on it ? 

MS . MCENANY : -- one word at the very bottom of a twee t 

that ' s completel y taken out of context and neglecting the 

compl ete rush to judgment on this . 

Q Wasn ' t he saying that NASCAR' s rating were down because 

t hey banned the flag? That ' s what he sai d . 

MS . MCENANY : The President was noting the fact that , in 

aggregat e , this notion that NASCAR me n and women who have gone 

and who are bei ng demeaned and cal led raci st , and being accused 

i n some venues of commit t ing a hate crime agai nst an i ndivi dual , 

those a llegations were just dead wrong . 

Q Does he thi nk --

MS . MCENANY : Paula . 

Q Does he thi nk his suppor ters should not take the f l ag 

to Trump rallies? Has he considered banning the Confederate flag 

from Trump ral l ies? 



MS . MCENANY : Well, at Trump rallies , all f l ags that are not 

offic i a l campaign gear are banned . 

Yes . 

Q Kayleigh , why is it Bubba Wal l ace's respons i b i lity to 

apo l ogize for an inves tigation into a noose tha t he d i d n ' t report 

and he ne ver even saw? I t was NASCAR tha t found this , that 

repor ted this . And even t he FBI r eferr ed to i t as a noose , even 

if they said it wasn ' t a specific crime against Mr . Wallace. Why 

is the Presiden t even suggesting t hat Mr. Wallace should 

apologize? 

MS . MCENANY : Well , l ook , the FBI , as I noted , concluded 

that this was not a ha t e crime , and he believes i t ' d go a long 

way i f Bubb a came out and acknowledge d t hat as wel l --

Q He has . 

MS . MCENANY : This was not --

Q He has . 

MS . MCENANY : - - a hate crime , as noted --

Q In i n terviews, he's been very clear that --

MS . MCENANY: -- by t he FBI . So , the Pres i den t --

Q -- the FBI found this was not inte ntional . 



MS . MCENANY : One o f the things --

Q Why is he d irecting this at Mr. Wallace ? 

MS . MCENANY : So one of the things that --

Q He was a victi m of a suspected hate crime . 

MS . MCENANY : One of -- this is where the President comes 

from, and t his i s where t he President stands , and he actual ly 

hinted at t h i s in his J u l y 4th speech : " To those in the medi a who 

falsely and consistently l abel their opponents as raci st , who 

condemn patri o tic citizens who offer a clear and truthfu l defense 

o f American uni t y , we want a clear and faithful defense of 

American history and unity . And when you level f a l se char ges, 

you not only s l ander me , you slander the American peop le ." He 

bel ieves --

Q Who was charged? It was an open inves t igati on , 

Kaylei gh 

MS . MCENANY : -- the Ame rican people are good . And the 

al legat i ons --

Q - - into a noose . The FBI sai d --

MS . MCENANY : -- and the rush to judgement --

Q -- it was a noose. 

MS . MCENANY : -- with Juss ie Smollett and t he Bubba Wal l a ce 

case and with the Covington Catholic boys , we shoul dn ' t be so 



quick to jump onto those narratives . Those a r e just t hree 

examples of those --

Q But you ' re suggesting that Mr . Wal l ace --

MS . MCENANY : that have been proven false . 

Yes . 

Q -- should apol ogi ze for an i nvestigati on tha t someone 

e l se initiated, suggesting he was possibly the victim of a hate 

crime ? 

MS . MCENANY : (Ca lls on next repor t er . ) Yes . 

Q The Governor of South Dakota f lew back on Air Force One 

after having contact wi t h somebody who had tes t ed positive for 

t he virus . Why was tha t a llowed to happen? Di d she have contact 

with the President on the trip back? And has the President 

continued to test negat i ve s i nce that interaction? 

MS . MCENANY : Yes , the Pr es i dent i s tested constantly , has 

tested negative, and those around him are tested as wel l. 

Q But why -- the o riginal question i s : Why was she to 

a l l owed to fly back on Air Force One with the President , when it 

was known that she had had contact wi th somebody who h ad tested 

pos i tive for the virus? 

MS . MCENANY : Yeah, I'd have to refer you to Secret Servi ce 

on that . But I ' ll tell you thi s : They t ake the President ' s 

health very seriousl y . They woul d nev e r put him in a situation 



that would put him i n harm ' s way. 

Q And just one follow-up , please . 

MS . MCENANY : Yes . 

Q On executive orders , t he President has set a pretty 

brisk pace on those this year . And as a candidate , he had been 

c ritical of President Obama ' s use of executive orders , but he 

seems to have really stepped up the pace on these . And I wanted 

t o ask, you know, wha t does he find what is the s tra tegy 

behind i ssuing mo r e than one a week so far this year? And I know 

he ' s getti ng ready t o issue mo r e in the coming weeks . 

MS . MCENANY : Well , he will use the power s in his executive 

toolkit to further t he agenda of the American people . That ' s his 

int ent with these executive orders . And I would j us t note that , 

with r egard to the DACA dec i sion , the Supreme Court has suggested 

he has pretty wi de d i scretion to act . 

Yes , Jeff . 

Q Hi , Kayleigh . Wi t h r egard to the Presiden t ' s reference 

about the 99 percent being harml ess, does the President worry a t 

al l that by downplaying the severity o f the virus , that it will 

lead Americans to be less careful? 

MS . MCENANY : The President isn ' t downpl aying the severity 

of the virus. What the President is not i ng is that , at the 

hei ght of this pandemic , we we r e at 2 , 500 deaths per day . We are 

now at a p l ace where , on J uly 4t h , there were 254 ; that ' s a 

tenfold decrease in mor t a lity . On July 5th, 209 indivi duals , 



down 23 percent from last Sunday and the lowest Sunday since 

March 28th . 

The President has made clear : We grieve when just one l ife 

is lost, but he wants to note the progress that we ' ve made in 

t r eati ng this very serious v i rus when we have the r apeut i cs l i ke 

convalescent plasma, remdesivir , dexamet hasone . Convalescent 

p lasma , in particular , was spearheaded by this administration . 

He ' s used -- he ' s pulled down bureaucracy and a llowed us to 

get to a place where we can have this declining mortality rate . 

Q And just t o follow up on the NASCAR thing : You wer e 

saying that we ' re taking the tweet out of context , but this i s 

what he tweeted . He says , " Has @BubbaWallace apologized to all 

of those grea t NASCAR drivers & officials who came to his aid, 

stood by his side , & were wi lling to sacrifice everything for 

him, only to find out that the whole thing was just another 

HOAX? That & Fl ag decision has caused lowest rat ings EVER !" 

How -- how are we misinterpreting t hat? 

MS . MCENANY : I ' ve explai ned to you - - thi s is, I guess , the 

fourth attempt , but we ' l l try it agai n -- in aggregate , what he 

was pointing out i s this rush to judgment to i mmediately say that 

there is a hate c rime , as happened in this case , as happened with 

Jussie Smol lett, as happened wi th the Covi ngton Catholic 

boys . I n an aggregate , those actions made it seem l ike NASCAR 

men and women were racis t individuals who were roving around and 

engagi ng in a hate cri me. 

The President ' s intent was to say , no , most American people 



are good, hardworking peopl e , and we should not have this rush t o 

judgment , kneejerk r eaction before the facts come out. The FBI 

did the i r job and determined ther e was no hate c r ime . 

Mario . 

Q I s the Pr esident comparing Smollett to Wal l ace? 

Q Hold on . Hold on. Just that one thing it wasn ' t clear 

in your response -- and that ' s why I asked about it agai n , and i t 

fol l ows up on Paula' s ques tion - - is : Why should Mr . Wal l ace have 

to apol ogize for that when h i s whole team and al l of these 

col leagues came a r ound him to show support? 

MS . MCENANY : Yeah , and that ' s the best o f America , i s 

coming around when the media alleged a hate crime ; coming around 

and supporting Bubba Wal lace as they should have done . I think 

t hat shows how loving NASCAR fans are and the f e llow driver s . 

But I th i nk it ' s i mportant that we poi nt out the fact that 

there was no hat e crime ; the FBI concluded that . And President 

Trump was mere l y saying that Mr . Wal lace should agree with that 

consensus . 

Yes , Mario . 

Q No , he ' s saying he has to apol ogi ze . 

MS . MCENANY: Mario , yes . 

Q He ' s saying he has to apologize . That 's what we ' re 

t ry i ng t o ask you , Kayle i gh , is 



MS . MCENANY : Mario , yes . 

Q -- why should he have to apologize about that? 

MS . MCENANY : I ' m no t goi ng to answer a question a sixth 

time . 

Mar i o . 

Q But you haven ' t answered that question . I mean , you ' ve 

been asked it , but you haven ' t answered it . 

Q You haven ' t answered it . 

MS . MCENANY : Mario, go ahead . 

Q Kayleigh , on the Confederate part : Why would the 

President not praise NASCAR for removing the Confederate flag, 

particul a rl y given t he history of that flag, the symbol that i t 

has for African Americans , and also what it represents in terms 

of just the treasonous acts and the insurrection against the 

Republic? 

MS . MCENANY : So --

Q Why would he not praise them for taking that down, even 

if it ' s a ratings (inaud ible)? 

MS . MCENANY : The Pr esident takes g r eat offense when 

Americans -- our kneejerk r eaction summed up as racist . And in 

aggregate , the picture being painted here in this i nstant - -



inc i dent seemed to be that there was that suggestion there , when , 

in fac t, what we 're seei ng across the nation is this vast cancel 

cul ture wher e we 're going to tear down our monuments , we 're goi ng 

to tear down Gandhi , we ' re going to t ear down George Washington , 

we ' re going to tear down Lincoln. 

I t ' s really qui t e appal l ing what we ' ve seen happen across 

the country, and the President wants no part in cancel 

culture . He wants to no part in the tearing down and defacing of 

Matthi as Baldwin, an abolitionist ; Phi ladel phi a Civil War 

soldiers ; John Greenleaf Whittier vandalized, an 

abolitionist . He wants no part in t h i s , and he stands agai nst 

the demonizati on o f Americans , and he stands firmly on the s i de 

o f preserving our history . 

Yes . 

Q But , Kayleigh , the Confederate flag is a different 

issue . 

MS . MCENANY: He ' s not -- I said from the very top of this 

briefing : He has not g iven an opinion one way or the other on 

that . I j ust spoke to him t h i s morn i ng . 

Yes . 

Q Kayl e i gh, why -- what exactl y does the Pres i dent see as 

positive or uniting then about the Confederate flag? Why does he 

-- why did he decide to tweet about it then, this morning? 

MS . MCENANY : The President never used those words . Those 

are the words of a reporter , not that of the President o f the 



United States . 

Q And, Kayl e i gh, to follow up --

MS . MCENANY : Yes , Phil . 

Q Thank you . The President argued on Friday , and then 

again on Saturday , that many of the p roblems the country faces 

stem from , quote , " extreme indoctrination and b i asu in the 

education system. I f that ' s the case , i s he working with 

Secretary Devos to address what he sees as a major p roblem? 

You know, what -- what steps i s he taking to (inaudible) 

this? And could you give us an example? 

MS . MCENANY : Yeah , I ' d have to inquire about that, about 

specific steps t hat he ' s taken . I ' m not aware of his 

conversations with Secretary DeVos , but I will certainly fol low 

up . 

But , l ook, we ' ve got a real problem in thi s country . When 

you have rioters who -- I have listed off some o f the examples of 

abolitionists -- there seems to be zero understanding of h i stor y 

when you ' re defacing the statue of Matthias Baldwin and John 

Whittier and Ulysses S . Grant . 

There seems to be a lack of understanding and h i storical 

knowledge when the Armenian Genocide Memorial, remembering 

v ictims of all crimes against humanity including slavery, is 

vandalized . 

There seems to be a lack of understanding o f history when 



the first responders scul pture is damaged, when the Polish war 

hero statue , the Worl d War I Memorial , the Li ncoln Memorial, the 

World War I I Memoria l, and absol utely the Robe r t Goul d Shaw and 

the 54th Regiment Washington [Massachusetts] Memoria l that 

honor ed African American sol diers who fought valiantly in the 

Civil War was damaged in Boston . We need to have a better 

historical understanding . 

And I ' l l follow up with you about specific conversations . 

Yes , Toluse . 

Q Thank you, Kayle i gh . I have quest i on about masks . The 

President has, sort of , equivocated on the issue of masks , and we 

know that a number of Republicans are starting t o say that it ' s 

the s ingle - mos t important thing tha t Americans can do to protect 

each other . What is the President ' s message to Americans who 

hear those messages and say tha t they simply don ' t want to wear a 

mask? Wha t does the Pr esident say to those (inaudible)? 

MS . MCENANY: Well , the President was very clear last week 

t hat if he wer e in a s ituat i on where he wasn ' t t ested daily and 

he was i n close p r oxi mity and unable to social distance , that he 

would wear a mask . So he has made that clear . At his ral ly this 

weekend in New Hampshire , masks are not only handed out but they 

are r ecommended . 

Yes . 

Q Thank you, Ka yleigh . I wanted t o say, first off , point 

of fact : Bubba Wallace did not make any kind of false 

report . And I 'm wondering , in general , why the President thinks 



that issue i s worth his t ime and focus right now in the midst of 

a deadly pandemi c? And then also , you ' ve sai d he has no opinion 

on the Confederate f l ag . Why can ' t this White House 

unambiguously state whether or not it supports displays of the 

Confederate flag and - -

MS . MCENANY : No , I said --

Q -- Confederate monuments , which are much more --

MS . MCENANY : I said in his - -

Q -- a par t of this question than Gandhi ? 

MS . MCENANY : Yeah , I said that , you know , he was -- his 

tweet was not to indicate approval or disapproval of that 

particul ar policy of NASCAR . It was in aggregate to stand 

against the rush to judgmen t to call something a hate cri me 

before the facts were out , when clearly the medi a was wrong about 

thi s , when clearly --

Q But you said Bubba Wal l ace made a false r eport ; he 

didn ' t. 

MS . MCENANY : I never said that . Perhaps one of the 

repor ters said tha t , but I certainly did not . 

But he believes that we should be -- that the truth matt ers 

and that the truth was : The FBI did a thorough investigation , and 

what was concluded -- that ther e was no hate c rime here . And we 

should all be grateful for that ; grateful that NASCAR fans came 

together i n a great displ ay of Ame rican unity a round Mr . 



Wall ace . But then we shoul d a l so be equal ly unequivocal about 

the truth of thi s situation here and that most Americans are 

g r eat , ha r dworki ng peopl e . 

Yes . 

Q But why is this cultural s t uff wort h his time and --

MS . MCENANY : Yes . 

Q -- focus during the pandemic? 

MS . MCENANY : Yes, he's focused on two things at once , 

something we ' re all capable of doing . 

Q And what about on an unambiguous statement on the 

Confederate flag? Are we capabl e of doing that? 

MS . MCENANY: Look, the President has made clear he was not 

taking a position one way o r the other i n that tweet . 

Q Exactly . But why not? 

MS . MCENANY : Yes . Yes . 

Q Thanks , Kayleigh . Two quick questions , if I may . Does 

the Pres i dent support the Clevel and Indi ans and the football team 

here in Washingt on considering changing their names? 

MS . MCENANY : I haven ' t spoken to the Pres i dent on that . 

Q And the other ques t ion: Who came up with the l i st of 



h i storical figures that the Pr es i den t wants honored in h i s i n 

his garden of statues that he put out this executive o r der 

about? Who came up wi th the li s t of people to be included? 

MS . MCENANY : So , I don ' t know exactly who came up with that 

l i s t. I can ask about it, but it' s a pretty extraordi nary l i st 

of peopl e . I think we can a ll agree on the fact that great 

Ameri can heroes are peopl e like Harriet Tubman and Frederi ck 

Douglass and Booker T . Washington and Martin Luther King, J r . -

- these a r e incredi b l e men and women i n our h i stor y -- Susan B . 

An t hony and Billy Graham. So I think we can all p r e tty much 

widely acknowledge that t hese are American heroes . 

Yes . 

Q Thank you, Kayleigh . The Presiden t s igned the Payroll 

Protection Program ext ens ion over the weekend . There ' s $132 

b i l lion in the pot . What does the President think that that 

money should be used for i f i t ' s still there after August 

8th? And t hen, i n a CARES 4, speci f i cal ly, wha t should be there 

to help small businesses? 

MS . MCENANY : Yeah , so I don ' t have any updates on phase 

four . I' ve mentioned that the payroll t ax is some thing of grea t 

i nt erest to the President because it woul d help l ow -- low- and 

middle- i ncome Ame ricans mos t . PPP funding -- they ' ve done an 

extraordi nary job with that. Small busi nesses across the country 

have got ten this , and we ' ve kept people on payroll . So he ' s very 

p leased with the progress that ' s been made t here and the 

continui ng functioning of the PPP . 

Yes . 



Q Would he veto a bill then that did not have the payrol l 

tax r el i ef in it? 

MS . MCENANY : Yeah , I don ' t want to set parameters o r 

conditions . That 'll be up t o the Pr esident when the bi l l arr i ves 

on his desk . 

Yes . 

Q Thank you, Kayl e i gh , so much . As Pr es i den t Trump want s 

to reopen the country, what will be the criteria to cancel the 

t r avel bans? Because we know that t he bans are stil l i n p l ace 

for European countries where the situati on i s under 

control . And, on the o t her hand, ther e i s no ban on hot spots 

like Russia , India , or Mexico , for exampl e . So what is the 

criteria? 

MS . MCENANY : Yeah , so I don ' t have specifi c cri teria t o 

give you . I ' d have to refer you to the Stat e Department and 

Secretary Pompeo, and his remarks on the topic during his last 

press con f erence , as where we current ly stand . 

But President Trump and the administration have taken bold, 

dec i sive , and frequent act i on to secur e our homel and, and a big 

part of that has been these travel restrictions . And we 're 

working with countries a r ound the wor l d , and we hope to have a 

day where international travel is open . But right now , this is 

about putting America first. 

And I want to say t his --



Q Kayleigh , can I ask one more question? 

MS . MCENANY : Yes . 

Q Eur opean countries , and now the UK, are starti ng t o 

open f or touring v i s i tors , but the U. S . is sti l l banned . How do 

you think the world is l ooking at the United States right now? 

MS . MCENANY : I think the worl d is looking at us as a 

leader i n COVID-19, because the chart I showed you , wher e you 

have mortality rate -- and Italy and UK up here and across 

Europe , and you have the United Stat es at a l ow case mortality 

rate -- i t ' s because of t he e xtraordi nary work tha t we ' ve done on 

therapeutics a nd getting PPE and leading on ventilators and 

having excess ventilators that we were able t o deploy around the 

wor ld and help other count ries . So that ' s what I would h a ve to 

say on COVID. 

And f inally, I ' d end with this : You know, I was asked 

p r obably 12 questions about the Confederate flag. Th i s Pr es i den t 

is focused on action , and I 'm a litt le d ismayed that I didn ' t 

receive one question on the deaths that we got in this country 

thi s weekend . I d i dn ' t r ece i ve one questi on about New York Ci ty 

shootings doubl i ng for the third straight week . And over the 

last seven days , shootings skyrocketed by 142 percent . Not one 

quest i on . I didn ' t receive one quest i on about five chi l d r en who 

wer e ki lled . 

And I ' ll l eave you with this remark by a dad -- it broke my 

heart a d a d o f a n eight-year-old l ost in Atlanta thi s weekend : 

" They say b l ack lives ma tter ... you ki l l ed a child. She didn ' t do 

nothing to nobody ," was his quote . 



We need to be focused o n securing our streets, making sure 

no l ives are lost because al l b lack l i ves matter tha t of Davi d 

Dorn and that of this eight-year-old girl . 

Thank you . 

END 1 : 5 1 P . M. EDT 
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• Mint meeting went well, there is a compromise on the table. I'll work on the Memo tomorrow. 
• Expecting a Harriet Tubman 2022 Commemorative Coin Bill to be introduced in the House this 

week. 

• Spoke with Jean Kwon on House SFOPs about their request for a pre-brief, they agreed a 
briefing after the budget is released is fine, Michael and I will coordinate with relevant IA DAS to 
schedule this. 

• Scheduled IRS 4-corners budget briefing 
• PA has the FY21 budget letter to use for testimony for upcoming hearings 
• I have a coordinating call tomorrow with ASM, USSS, and DHS on scheduling matters - budget 

briefings and hearings - this will be a weekly call until the process is complete 
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Spoke with CIA leg affairs about the Banking briefing and planning on Feb. 6 w ith John . 
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Treasury briefer is OFAC Assistant Director Adam Hensel-Briscoe. 
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Met with GCFO and PA regarding pending issues. Alexandra Gaiser and Brett Sisto in GCFO are 
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• Worked with Brady on Kranbuhl nomination. 



• Spoke with Homeland Committee, they are going to "take back" our availability and alternate 
date offer re: OCCIP hearing. 

• Going to miss staff meeting tomorrow for biweekly LIBOR meeting. 

Michael 

• Met with Philippe, the Head of the IFC, to prep him for his meeting with Chairwoman Waters on 
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• Coordinated a call with Menendez staff and Treasury MDB and Africa deputates to discuss 
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Improvement Project for Tanzania 

Brady 

• Kipp had a good hearing prep session today. 
• Jessie meeting with Ranking Member Brown at 9:30 tomorrow. 

Kimberly 
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Met with Dave Ka utter and OTP staff on section 199A farmers coop regulations . 
Setting up call with NEC on 199A. 
Responded to inquiry from Dr. Marshall's (Kansas-1) office on 199A . 
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THE PRESIDENT : Thank you . Thank you very much . 



AUDIENCE : 

years ! 

Four more years ! 

THE PRESIDENT : 

everybody . 

We l ove you . 

Four more years! Four more 

Thank you very much , 

I want to just -- first of all , a person that ' s doing an 

unbelievable job -- loves everybody in this room. She ' s got 

tremendous hear t . She ' s been through a lot and she handles i t 

better than anybody I know : our great First Lady . And she - -

(applause) -- she heard you were al l here , so she just wanted to 

come down and say he llo . And we j ust want to thank you , honey , 

because you ' ve done an incredibl e job . You l ove this country and 

we appreciate it too . Okay? (Applause . ) 

We l l , thank you . And we ' re thrilled to wel come you to the 

White House as we proudly celebrate African American History 

Month . 

In every generation , African Americans have enriched our 

culture , deepened our faith , strengthened our community, 

sustai ned our val ues , r aised up our conscience , and cal l ed our 

nation t o greatness . And t hat ' s exactly what ' s happened and it ' s 

incredible and people are really starting to recognize it . 

We ' re pleased to be joined today by -- Ben Carson i s around 

here somepl ace . Where ' s Ben? (Applause . ) A friend of mine and 

an incredible -- he ' s doing an incredible j ob . 

Alex Azar -- and he ' s working very hard on a thing called 

the virus . (Applause . ) How ' s it going? Do you have anything to 



report to us , Alex? 

SECRETARY AZAR: (Inaudi ble.) 

THE PRESIDENT : Do you want to come up and talk about i t? Come 

up for a second, Al e x. Come on . We might as well l earn 

something about -- it ' s a hot topic . Come on . You got a l ot of 

p ress back there , Al ex . Good luck . 

SECRETARY AZAR : We had one or two l ast 

n i ght . (Laughter . ) 

THE PRESIDENT : Go ahead . 

SECRETARY AZAR : So I just want to report to everybody that , 

thanks to the Pr eside nt ' s histor ical ly aggressive containment 

e ffor t s , we have really been able to keep the risk to Americans 

low right now, so that everyday Americans don ' t need to be 

worried . But that can change and that ' s why it ' s i mportant f o r 

al l of us to p r epare . That ' s why the Presi dent is lead i ng a 

whole-of-government effort . 

He ' s put the Vice Pr esident in charge o f our ent ire 

government , getting prepared and maki ng sure our state and l ocal 

communities also are p repared . And so the President really 

deser ves incredi ble credit because he got on t his within days and 

weeks o f learning fr om China about thi s and took acti on that 

people attacked him f or. People attacked him for t hese actions 

on c ont rol l ing our borders and quarantin ing peop le . 

But it ' s kept America safe . It ' s bought us time. So thank 

you , Mr . President . (Applause . ) 



THE PRESIDENT : Thank you very much. Yeah , r eally, we ' re 

do i ng we l l . We have inc r edible p r ofessi onals l ike Al ex and we 

appreciate it very much . Say hello to everybody over there, 

Alex. I appreciate i t . 

Steve Mnuchin , 

Steve? Hi , Steve . 

from a place cal l ed Treasury . Where is 

(Appl ause . ) Hi , Steve . Hi , Steve . 

And a person who has done a fan tastic job, incredible job -­

Small Busi ness Administrator Jovi ta Carranza . (Appl ause.) I see 

you t he r e . 

Surgeon General Jerome Adams . Jerome . (Applause . ) 

And Jared Kushner , who you know . (Applause .) Jar ed has 

done a great job on criminal justice r eform . J ared did a 

f a ntastic job . Thank you very much, Jared . 

From t he very beginning of our republ i c , African Ame rican 

heroes poured out their blood, sweat , heart, and soul to protect 

Ameri can freedom and to rea l ize our founding p r omise that we are 

al l made equal by the hand of Al mighty God, r i g ht? (Applause . ) 

The very first person to give his l i fe in our nation' s 

struggle for independence was an African American patriot , 

Cri spus Attucks . You know tha t? Did you know t hat? 

Bl ack soldiers fought beneath the Star Spangled Banner at 

Fort McHenry and gave their lives to e r a d i cate slavery i n the 

Civil War . And that was some f i ght . 



At Pearl Har bor , it was an Afri can American sai lor , Doris 

Mi l l er, who was among the f irst t o return enemy fire . Last 

month, the Navy announced that the next Americ an aircraft car r i e r 

wi l l bear t he proud name of " USS Doris Mi ller . " That ' s prett y 

good. (Appl a use.) They won ' t give me that honor . That ' s a big 

boat. Th a t ' s a b i g ship . 

AUDIENCE MEMBER : One day . 

THE PRESIDENT : Al l right . One day, maybe . But then, i n 

t he meantime -- (laughs) -- you ' r e r ight . One day, maybe . 

That ' s -- congr atul at i ons , tha t really i s a big 

deal . Aircraft carrier . Doesn ' t get b i gger than that . It ' s 

going to be one o f the b i g gest shi ps in the world . 

Hundreds of thousands of courageous African Americans defend 

our f lag today . We a r e proudly and p r ofoundly g r a t eful to be 

j o i ned by several me mbers of the United Stat es milit ary this 

evening . We sal ute your tireless devot i on and all of the g r eat 

work you do for our na t ion . We want to thank you very 

much . I t ' s i ncr edi ble , the job you do . Than k you all very much 

- - militar y people . (Applause .) 

Al so wi th us i s a young -- ver y young, f r ankl y -- handsome 

man that I just met: 15 - year old Alphonso Hi l l . He ' s an Eagl e 

Scout f r om Hubert, North Carolina . I'll be going to North 

Carolina soon . (Appl ause . ) Where i s he? Last year , Al phonso 

deci d e d he wanted to buil d a f l agpol e f or h i s church to honor al l 

of those who have served our mi l itar y . 

At the base i s a plaque dedi cated t o our warr i ors . I t says , 



" Thank you for yesterday and thank you for the days to 

come ." That' s -- that ' s pretty good . Did you write that, up Al ­

-- wher e i s Al phonso? Come on up her e , Alphonso . We want t o 

thank you for the incredible job you ' ve done . Come on up . Say a 

f ew words . Good- looki ng guy . Tha n k you. (Applause . ) 

MR . HI LL : Thank you , Mr . President . It is an honor and a 

p rivilege to stand before you today . My -- my ability is , I ' m 

not here to come by my own do i ng. I ' d l ike to thank God, my 

f amily, and mentor s f o r t heir conti nued support t hroughout my 

journey . 

As s t a t ed befor e , my Eagl e Scout p r oject was des i gned t o 

showcase and reflect the patriotism that is within our 

country . It has also al l owed for an opportunity to honor the men 

and women who are serving , wi ll continue to ser ve , a nd who have 

s e rved this great nation . 

Today ' s recognit i on is a memory that I 'l l cherish for a 

lifeti me . I hope that whoever i s watchi ng sees t hat thr ough 

encourageme nt , focus , and passion , anything i s possibl e . Again , 

thank you and God b l ess . (Applause . ) 

THE PRESIDENT : Good job . He ' l l be in politics someday, 

right? (Laughter . ) You mi ght be standing here someday . That ' s 

great . Than k you , Al phonso . Beautiful job. Thank you very 

much . Al l t hose medal s he ' s got . Wow . (Laughte r. ) I mp r essi ve . 

We have a man who makes p illows . Did you ever hear of this 

guy? He makes p i l l ows . And I don 't know, for whatever r eason , 

he j ust -- I do l ike his pil l ows , but I don ' t think that ' s -- but 

he ' s been such a great supporter , especially in Minnesota , where 



he runs Minnesota now f or us . He ' s the guy -- so if I lose 

Minnesota , we shouldn ' t -- I can blame you . (Laught er .) I ' ll 

say , "Never buy one of ... " --

AUDIENCE MEMBER : ( I naudible . ) 

THE PRESI DENT : Huh? One of the great , great -- and, by the way, 

thank you for everything . We really appreci ate i t . Okay? Thank 

you. Thank you , man . (Applause .) He ' s doing a good job . Built 

a -- started from nothing , wi th a smal l company, and now he does 

-- what are your sal es now? 

MR . LI NDELL : We l l, we have 46 mi l l ion My Pillows . 

THE PRESIDENT : That ' s fantastic . That ' s fantastic . And 

put ting a lot of people to work, too . 

MR . LINDELL : Sixteen hundred people in Minnesota . 

THE PRESIDENT : Sixt een hundr ed . Sixteen hundred i n 

Minnesota . Fantastic job . Fantastic . (Applause . ) That ' s a 

good p roduct too, by t he way . (Appl ause .) Thank you . Proud of 

you. 

As a t oken of our gratitude , I ' d like to give Alphonso a 

special gift that we can have h i m take back to his church . Can 

we do that , Al phonso? It ' s a f l ag f l own on board Mar i ne 

One . And we ' r e going to get that flag and I want to thank you , 

throughout our history , a ll of the great work that African 

Americans have done . (Applause . ) 

Al phonso, you ' ve battled for equality and justi ce and 



liberty and we really do revere all of the great fighters . He ' s 

going t o be another one , I can see it . Did you ever hear of 

Fr ederick Douglass , Har riet Tubman , Rosa Parks, Martin Luther 

King , and Thurgood Marshall? And this may be the next 

one. Although I think , Alphonso , we have a lot of people in the 

i n au- -- i n the offi ng right here . (Laught er . ) We have a l ot 

of peopl e that might beat you to it , but you ' ll be there 

someday . 

Alphonso . 

I ' ll bet you are . 

(Applause . ) 

Come on over here , 

(A flag is presented . ) (Appl ause . ) 

THE PRESIDENT: That's pretty good, huh? 

MR . HILL : Yes , sir . 

THE PRESIDENT : He ' ll be here . I t ' s onl y a question : Will 

somebody be there f irst , r i ght? It ' s a l ot of peopl e . 

You know, we have some. I think I ' m goi ng t o read out some 

of the names because they ' ve been incredible . You know, Kay 

Coles James who ' s been incredible . (Appl ause .) Where is 

Kay? She ' s been so great and I appr eci ate it . 

Herman Cain -- the great Herman Cain . Where i s 

he? (Applause. ) Herman Cain . Wha t a great man he is and a 

g r eat fr i end . He was leading for the -- in the presi dential race 

a few years ago -- not so long ago . And he had a tax p l an " 9-9-

9" . Did anybody ever hear - - (laughter ) and, man , did that 

capture ever ybody' s attention . Nobody knew what i t meant , but 

that ' s okay . (Laughter . ) It worked . Herman Cain . 



Alveda King . And she ' s now - - (applause) - - she is now with 

her great -- I say "relative u but , really, essential ly , it ' s , as 

far as we 're concerned , it ' s your daughter. That ' s your 

daughter . That ' s what we ' re saying . 

And I want to congratulate you, Angela . Okay? Angela, 

congratulations . (Applause . ) We just gave Angela a pardon and 

she ' s going to lead the greatest life , right? (Appl ause.) And 

she has somebody on her side named Alveda . 

AUDIENCE MEMBER : That ' s right ! 

THE PRESIDENT : And you can ' t get a bet ter reference , I 'll 

t el l you that . 

A f riend of mine , he ' s a pastor but he's one of the toughest 

human beings I've ever seen . I think he ' s a l most too tough to be 

a pastor , but we won ' t say . And I used to watch him rip apart 

the CNN people. Now, they won ' t put him on anymore because they 

didn ' t wi n . (Laught er . ) They only put peopl e on that say bad 

stuff . 

But he woul d take people or -- I mean, he ' s just very 

legit . He ' s an incredible guy . He ' s an unbelievable person to 

have as a friend . Pastor Darrel l Scott . (Applause .) Where is 

he? Where is he? Yep. Thank you , Pastor. Gr eat guy . 

Somebody that ' s incredible that ' s really become popular , 

become a real star in so many ways : Candace 

Owens . (Applause . ) Wher e is Candace ? Where is our 

Candace ? Thanks , Candace . She ' s something . 



Terr ence Williams , are you here? Terrence . Oh , 

Terrence . I watched him the other night. Oy- yi - yi, I felt so 

sorry for the other s ide. (Laughter . ) 

Two people that I hope are making a fortune because they 

deser ve it. 

AUDIENCE MEMBER : ( Inaudible . ) 

THE PRESIDENT : Huh? Are they maki ng a lot? Di amond and 

Si lk . (Appl ause.) They' re g r eat people. First Lady sai d 

five years ago now, can you believe it? -- said, "You have to 

watch . There's two people on the Internet . They ' re 

unbelievabl e ." (Laughter . ) I said, " I don' t want to watch two 

people on the Interne t ." (Laughter . ) She said, " Please ." You 

know , she said, "You go t o watch." That means you have to watch, 

right ? 

And I watched . That was the f irst time I saw them . I said, 

"They're going to be stars . " And they have been -- just been 

incredible . And they've been with me for -- almost before I even 

announced . They were there right at the beginning . Thank you 

both very much. 

you. 

here . 

MS . HARDAWAY AND MS . RICHARDSON : 

(Laughter . ) 

( In unison . ) We love 

THE PRESIDENT : It ' s a great honor . 

And Ben Caron's i nc r edible wife , Candy, thank you for bei ng 

(Applause . ) Thank you . 



A friend of Past or Darrell , a friend of mine : Kareem 

Lanier. Wher e are -- where i s Kar eem? Ka reem . Yeah , thank you , 

Kareem . (Appl ause . ) Kareem i s our good man . 

And, Angela, thank you for being here . That' s -- enjoy your 

l ife. 

MS . STANTON-KING: Thank you! 

THE PRESIDENT : Somebody that ' s on televi s i on spea king so 

well , so brilliant , so sharp , and she ' s on our s i de: Deneen 

Borelli . Deneen , where are you? (Applause .) Thanks , 

Deneen. You -- you speak the word . It' s i ncredible . When 

you ' re there , nobody plays games with you , r ight? Thank you very 

much . 

David Harris , J r . became very famous . (Applause .) He walks 

through an airport and he ' s an Internet sensation , right? I 

don't know, you ' ll have t o t ell us about that. Thank you, 

David . 

Robert Smith . Robert , thank you . Thank you , 

Robe r t . (Appl ause . ) 

Somebody that is really somebody that I just have liked 

from the beginni ng . He ' s he was with us from the 

beginning . I d i dn 't know him from the begi nni ng, but he was 

there . And nobody speaks more beautiful ly, nobody says it more 

beautifully : Paris Dennard. (Applause. ) Paris . Thank you, 

Paris . Where is Pari s? He ' s ther e . Thank you . Thank you, 

Paris . Thank you . Thank you . What a job . You're getting c l ose 

to your people back there , (inaudible) . (Laughter . ) You ' re 



getting per - - - Pa ri s , tha n k you very much . 

Is CNN back there? I can ' t see them . 

AUDIENCE : Booo --

THE PRESIDENT : A man who is a great f ighter , who I' ve 

watched over the years I like the fights . And he won , I 

think, 42 f ights and lost very f e w. He had gre at speed . I' m 

larger than h i m, but I said , "Do you thi nk I could take you i n a 

f i ght?" And he looked at me and he goes , " Is he 

s e r ious?" (Laughte r . ) And I agree wi th what the said . 

Andr e Ber to . 

Andre . (Applause . ) 

Where is Andre? Andre? Great , job , 

He ' s got a l ot of wi ns . Forty- two 

wins. For t y- two wins . That ' s a lot , right? It ' s a lot of 

f ighting . And he ' s sharp as a tack . 

J ack Brewer, a g reat p l aye r. (Applause . ) Whe r e is Jac k? A 

g r eat NFL player . Jack, thank you . And I loved what you sai d 

before . I don ' t know if they were l istening -- the media . They 

don ' t want to hear those words , Jack , you know. But what you 

sai d - -

MR . BREWER : It ' s true ! 

THE PRESIDENT : -- I know t hey are , and I appre c i a te you 

saying them too . But you -- really, that was beautiful . 

And wher e i s Derrick Gradenigo? Derric k , what you sai d - ­

so beauti f u l . We won ' t forge t it . Thank you , Derrick . Thank 

you , Derrick . (Appl ause . ) 



Marc Little is her e. Marc , thank you . Thank you , 

Marc. (Applause.) Thank you , Ma r c . 

Bruce LeVel l . He really had a spel l . (Appl ause.) He had a 

spell . Thank you , Bruce . Boy , you d i d a job . They turned those 

cameras off so fast . (Laught er . ) 

And somebody that really is special and an incredible woman : 

Stacy Wash i ngton. (Appl ause . ) Thank you, Stacy . 

And Katrina is around here somepla ce . Where is 

Katrina? Where is she? (Applause . ) Wher e i s she? She ' s been -

- she ' s been there from the beginning . Almost from before the 

beginning. 

I n 1955 , one champion of civi l rights was a student taking a 

train from Nashville to Houston when the conductor ordered her to 

leave the seat immedi ately because of the col o r of her skin , i f 

you can bel ieve that. Gertrude Jane Hol l i day Stone r efused . Her 

belongings were stolen and she was threatened with arrest, but 

she -- she just sat and she defied this horrible order and grave 

i njustice . She d i d not give up her sea t . She wouldn 't g i ve i t 

up . 

And I just met her, by the way, and I say , t hey had a lot of 

p r oblems . They had a lot of p r oblems . They weren 't goi ng to wi n 

that . 

Later in l ife , Gertrude wen t on to integrate a major 

departme nt store , she became the first African American to chair 

the Houston Publi c Librar y Board, and she is here with us 



today . She ' s an incred ible woman, an incredible success , and a 

nice p e rson. Gertrude Jane , America is foreve r in your debt and 

we apprec iate your bei ng her e . Please come up . Please come up 

and say a few words . Gertrude . (Applause . ) Come on up . 

And her son -- her loving son . That's very n i ce . Thank you 

very much . Please . 

her e . 

old . 

MS . STONE : Thank you , Mr . Pr esident , for inviti ng me 

And my son had to bring me because I' m a l most 90 year s 

(Applause . ) 

I n 1 955 , I boarded t he tra i n from Tennessee to Te xas for the 

Christmas holidays to visit my parents . The conductor got on the 

train and he looked at my ticket and he says , " You ' ve got to move 

to the J im Cr ow coach .n And I looked a t h i m and I said, " I' m not 

moving .n 

Shortly after t hat , he got anothe r man -- I suppose the 

brakeman - - to come . And now these two men are over me , 

screaming and hol lering and saying unkind things , t elling me to 

move to the J im Crow coach . And I told both of them, " I ' m not 

moving.n 

When we got to Lake Charles , Louisiana, he had the city 

policeman to board the train . And now the three of them are 

tel l ing me to move to the Jim Crow coach . They t ook al l of my 

belongings . I t ' s wintertime . They e ven took my coat . And I 

said, " I ' m not moving ." 

There was an educator by the name of Horace Mann . He was 

also a congressman . And he said, " Refuse to die until you have 



done something for humani ty." (Appl ause.) 

THE PRESIDENT : Very inspirati onal . 

MS . STONE: Mr. Trump, I thank you for all that you do for 

humani ty . (App l ause . ) 

THE PRESIDENT : Thank you . (Inaudible .) 

MS . STONE : I don't bel i eve in abortions and he doesn ' t 

e ither . (Applause . ) Let me tell you, you might be killing an 

Einstein . You might be ki ll ing a Nobel Laureate. And you might 

be kil l i ng somebody that 's goi ng to f i nd the cure f o r the 

coronavirus . (Applause . ) 

THE PRESIDENT : Thank you so much . Thank you. 

MS . STONE: Thank you , Pr es i dent Trump . Thank you . 

THE PRESIDENT : Thank you . Thank you . Wai t, let me take 

you back . 

Beaut i ful woman . Thank you very much . Thanks, 

Gertrude . (Appl ause . ) 

The African American community has made every aspect of our 

national l i ves richer , better , and bri ghter. This week, we 

r emember the r enowned NASA mathematician Katherine Johnson , who 

recentl y passed away at the age of 

101 . Ri ght? (App lause . ) Great, great woman . Our nat i on wi ll 

forever honor her soaring l egacy in helping American astronauts 

t o win the war on space . And we ' r e just doing now another --



we ' re doing the space , you know, we ' re goi ng to be head ing to 

space because that ' s where it ' s at now. And we have to do that 

and we 're going t o have another b r a nch of the United States 

mi l i tary . 

So we have Ar my, Navy, Air Force , Ma rines . We have Coast 

Guard. And we have now -- I just call i t " Space ." That ' s what 

we want . We want " Sp a c e ." And that ' s whe r e it ' s at . That ' s 

where it ' s at , i n terms of so many other things . 

And we ' re also -- we ' ll be heading to the Moon soon. We ' re 

going t o have our f irst fema l e on the Moon . And then , from the 

Moon , I don ' t know i f people know thi s , you have to you need 

t o l and on the Moon in order to go to Mars . I t ' s a l a unching pad 

for Mars . So it ' s goi ng to be g r eat . But we ' re really doing 

tremendous t h ings a t NASA . 

Br ill iant sci entis t s , scholars , lawyer s , and i nvent ors , from 

George Washington Carver to Ma rie Dal y to Cl arence Thomas and 

by the way, Cl arence Thoma s , who I r eall y know well --

incredi ble , man . 

man . (Applause . ) 

He ' s an incr edible 

I ncredi b l e man . 

I was introducing people and they were sayi ng , "Who ' s your 

favorite member o f the Supr e me Cour t? " I t i s a b i g g r oup -- 4- or 

5 , 000 people . And Cl a r ence I said, " Clarence Thomas is 

great ." This was two year s ago . The p l ace went crazy . I ' ve 

never forgotten . Every time I s ee him, I te ll him that story . 

And he always l ikes t hat story . (Laught er .) But they went -­

they went wild . They love h i m. But they ' ve i mproved society for 

al l Americans . 



The arti stic genius of icons like Ella Fitzgerald , Sammy 

Davis -- who I knew a l itt le bit ; he was a wi ld man. I won ' t 

te l l the stories about Sammy because there ' s too much . Bill i e 

Holiday . They transformed American music, right? 

Mi llions around the wor l d have been inspired by towering 

legends l ike Jesse Owens, Jackie Robinson , Muhammad Ali , Jim 

Brown , and Tiger Woods who just got t he Presidential 

Medal . You saw that . Just got it recently, a few months 

ago . Incr edible guy . 

Recently, our entire nation was saddened by the tragic death 

of Kobe Br yant and h i s 13-year-old, beautiful daughter . Kobe was 

one of the greatest competitors of a ll time . I ' ll tell you, I 

watched him play a l ot o f basket ball . He was i ncredibl e. Just 

incredible and respected. Our nation continues to hold his 

family in our hearts and prayers . 

In every field, every generation , and ever y cal ling, African 

Americans have lifted up our nation to new hei ghts and, l ike al l 

citizens , you ' re enti t led to a government that puts your needs , 

your interests , and your fami l i es first . And that ' s what we ' r e 

do i ng . We ' re doing that fo r everyone . Our countr y i s doing so 

well . 

We ' ll get this one problem -- it just shows you what can 

happen. Ever y thing can be perfect , and then you hear, "Gee, 

there ' s a bug . There's a flu . There ' s a virus . They didn ' t 

know what it was in China ." And I said, " Uh oh . That doesn ' t 

sound good ." And, fortunate l y , we made the earl y moves and we 

closed our borders and it was a big thing . (Applause .) But I 

wi l l say that things happen in l ife tha t a r e -- if they woul d 



have said , "What are -- g ive me 10 bad things that you think 

could happen ," that wouldn 't have been on the l i st, right? But 

you never know . 

But it ' s working out very professionally. We ' re doing a 

t remendous job and our people are do i ng a tremendous job . We 

have the greatest experts in the wor l d . Our nation is in the 

midst of the g reat American comeback . That ' s what it is . In 

j ust over t hree years , we ' ve c r eated 7 mill ion brand- new jobs 

something that woul d have been unthinkable to even say . I 

wou l dn ' t have been able to get away with it . They would have 

stopped me . They would have sai d , " That ' s not realistic. You ' re 

exaggerating .'' I wou l d have never sai d " 7 mi ll i on" because even 

I didn ' t think we coul d reach that number -- 7 million new jobs . 

We ' ve created 1 . 3 million new jobs for African 

Americans . (Applause . ) Black American unemployment has reached 

an all - time low in the history of our country . It ' s the best -­

best we 've ever done . (Applause .) Black youth unemployment has 

reached a r ecor d low . (Appl ause.) Afri can American pover ty rate 

has plummeted to the lowes t l evel in the history of our country . 

These are good numbers . I don ' t know . I mean , I should be at 

100 percent . I hate to t ell you , right? No , we have incredi ble 

Wages for African American workers have increased by $2 , 400 

per year. That ' s a record incr ease . Young people nationwi de 

have seen their wages increase by more than 10 percent . 

My admini stration i s f ighti ng for the great jobs , great 

schools , great healthcare , and trul y great future for African 

Americans and for a l l Americans . And we ' re doing i t in record 



numbers . 

We signed l egi s l at i on that achieved permanent fundi ng for 

historical ly b lack colleges and universities . (Applause . ) And I 

just told the story to a group tha t were in the Oval Office. Most 

of them, I think , are here, I think, f or the most part . 

But every year from the time I ' m -- you know , I ' m now here , 

can you believe it , more than three years? How time f l i es . 

I first came here and I stood with my wife -- and right 

opposite the Lincoln Bedroom -- it was the f i rst night . And I 

sai d , " Do you believe this? Thi s i s unbel i evabl e ." And then , 

al l of a sudden , time f l ies and now you ' re more than three years . 

And now I have to get people working so that we win Minnesota , 

right? (Applause . ) You ' ll do it. 

But , but time does fly . And, you know, when you l ook at 

what ' s going on -- the incredible thi ngs that we ' ve done for 

ever ybody - - it' s been really -- i t ' s been r eal l y - - I don ' t like 

to say a "miracl e " because it ' s something I always said we could 

do , but it ' s been pretty incredible for everybody . And I think 

maybe even especial ly fo r the peopl e i n thi s room, because you ' ve 

r eally been big beneficiaries of people that are smart . 

You know, a very special senator from South Carolina -- you 

know thi s . You know who I ' m talking about? Tim. Ri ght? Ti m 

Scott . He came to me with an idea for a thing called 

"Opportunity Zones ." And -- and he said -- and, you know , over 

the year s , they ' ve had many o f these . They ' ve had many differen t 

ideas . They have ideas . And so -- they never work . And I l i ked 

the idea . And I said, " Let ' s see if we coul d do it , Ti m." We 



got it passed . It wen t through Congress . And they a r e empl oying 

thousands and thousands of people . And they ' re taking areas that 

were -- there was no investment . And people are put t i ng money 

i n to those areas, and j obs are being created . 

And Opportunity Zones is -- a l ot of people aren ' t talki ng 

a bout it , but Oppor tuni t y Zones a re one o f the great things tha t 

have happened to the b l ack community , to a l ot o f communi ties, 

when you think. But I would say the biggest beneficiary is the 

black, Hi spani c community . It's been an incredi ble success and 

I ' m very proud of it . I ' m v e r y proud of Tim Scott f o r bringing 

it to me . And I'm glad I said I l iked t hat i dea. You never 

know. You know, you try things and sometimes they work and 

sometimes t hey don ' t work a s wel l . But this has been one of the 

g reat s t ories -- the whole thing wi th the Opportunity Zones. So 

it's been real l y incredible . 

And the other thing that ' s been a great s t o r y i s c riminal 

justice reform. (Applause.) And, as you know, they ' ve been 

t rying t o i t was - - i t ' s been very unj ust . Maybe a real 

spokesman or person, you might say -- in the old d a ys, you ' d say 

"spokesman , " now you say "spokeswoman" o r "spokesper son" -- but 

Al i ce Johnson , who's been -- (applause) -- she was in j ail for 22 

years . And she was i n jail for -- think of i t -- 22 years and 

she had a long time t o go -- almost 20 year s to go -- f o r 

something tha t was just not a fai r situation . 

And she admits -- she said, " Oh, she shouldn ' t have made a 

phone call ... " and something . But 22 years. And she ' s an 

inc redible - - and she ' s actually recommended I sai d , "How many 

people are like you in t he prison? " And she said -- she sai d, 

"Quite a f ew ." I said , "Are they all innocent? " " No ." I ' m g l ad 



she that . (Laughter . ) She sai d , "No , some a r e very bad ." I 

sai d , " Good . So at l east you 're not j us t sayi ng everybody ' s 

perfect, right? " She said, "No , some a r e very bad ." But she 

said, " You have a lot of people that are great people that were 

t r eated very unfairl y ." 

So we have criminal justice reform that was done -- which is 

r eally most hel pful -- by far , frankly -- to the black 

community . And it ' s something that was a g reat honor. Jared 

Kushner , who s tands r i gh t over her e , he was pushing i t ver y 

hard . (Appl ause .) He was pushing it very har d . 

Late a t night I ' d get cal ls about c riminal justice 

reform . I ' d say, "What ' s that , please?" And he was explaini ng 

about fairness and unfairness . We understand what fairness -- I 

get treated unfairly, too . We a ll get treat ed 

unfair . (Laughter . ) And al l we have to do -- you know when you 

g e t treated unfairly, you know what you have to do? Just keep 

winning . Win , wi n , wi n . Right? (App lause .) Keep 

winni ng . That ' s what you' ve been doi ng . That ' s what you ' ve been 

doing . So we got criminal justice r e form done . So many 

things . It was just incredible . 

I was going to tel l you before -- the b l ack col l eges , 

universities -- so every year , t hey ' d come to see me . And they ' d 

come up , a nd they ' d say, " He l lo ." I say, "Good ." Then , a f ter 

two year s , I sai d , " Huh . Why are they comi ng back? That ' s 

strange . " And I said, "Why are you coming back? " "Wel l, we have 

to because we don ' t have funding. We have to come back every 

year and a s k f or i t ." He sai d , " I feel like a beggar." This i s 

the dean of a great school . And I said, "I understand 

t hat ." And I sor t of let i t go . 



And then the next year , they came in -- not so long 

ago . And I think it was about 35 people -- the heads of the 

school, the top people at these different school s . Many of them 

I knew . Grea t schools Howar d , a lot of great schools. And I 

sai d , " You ' re back ." The same man. I sai d , " You ' re back ." And 

I he said, "Yeah, we ' re back . We ' re back begging for money ." 

said, " You shouldn ' t have to do this . Not fair ." And I had 

passed l egisla tion that takes care of your h i storically black 

col leges and un i vers i ties f or the l ong ter m so you don ' t have to 

come back . (Appl ause . ) Thanks . 

And Ben Carson helped me a lot , I have to say . Ri ght , 

Ben? Ben Carson . I said, "Take off your housing hat for a 

little while . We have to take care of this ." And the only bad 

thing -- I said, " I 'm not going t o see you people anymore . I 

won ' t see you coming up to the White House every year ." But they 

app reciated it , and nobody could have got it done but us . I ' ll 

say "us " because I ' m t rying to be modest , you know. I want to be 

modest . But nobody coul d have gotten that done but us . And i t ' s 

a great thing . 

job . 

They do an incredible job . Such an important 

Every day, I wi l l not rest , I will not stop, I wil l never 

g ive up until we ' ve deliver ed equal and abundant opportunity to 

every neighborhood all across our land . Together , we will bring 

hope to every fami l y , justice to every citi zen , and pride to 

every loyal American heart . Because of your courage and your 

devotion , we wil l make America stronger and safer and prouder and 

freer and g reater than it ever was before. (Applause . ) 

And I just want to congratul ate the black community because 



what you ' ve done and the progress you ' ve made over the last three 

years is al so record setting . It ' s record setti ng . There ' s never 

been anythi ng l i ke it . And the word i s out . You know, the wor d 

is out . People know . Peopl e know what we ' ve done a ll together . 

But I just want to t hank you al l. You ' re really 

incredible j ob you ' ve done . You go back a long time , this 

country would not be thi s country without the incredible job that 

your ancestors have done, that you ' ve done , 

p r oud o f i t . You can be very p r oud of i t. 

and you can be very 

(Applause . ) 

So , I want to say thank you and God bless you all. God 

bless you all . We 're wi t h you all the way . Thank 

you . (Appl ause . ) 

END 7: 31 P .M . EST 
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THE PRESIDENT : Wel l , t hank you very much . And Gover nor 

Noe m, Secr etary Bernhardt -- very much appreciate it -- members 



of Congress , d i stinguished guests , and a very special hello to 

South Dakota . (Applause. ) 

As we begin this Fourth of July weekend, the First Lady and 

I wish each and every one of you a very, very Happy Independence 

Day. Thank you . (Applause.) 

Let us show our appreciation to the South Dakota Army and 

Air National Guard, and the U. S . Air Force for i nspiring us with 

that magnificent d i splay of American air power -- (applause) -­

and of course , our gratitude , as always , to the l egendary and 

very talented Blue Angels. Thank you very much . (Applause.) 

Le t us also send our deepest thanks to our wonderful 

veterans , law enforcement , first responders , and the doctors , 

nurses , and scientists working tirelessly to kill the 

virus . They ' re working hard . (Applause . ) I want to thank them 

very , very much . 

We're g r a t eful as well to your state ' s Congressi onal 

de l ega tion : Senators John Thune -- John, thank you very much 

(applause ) - - Senator Mike Rounds - - (applause) -- thank you , 

Mike -- and Dusty Johnson , Congressman . Hi , Dusty . Thank 

you . (Appl ause . ) And all others with us tonight from Congress, 

thank you very much for coming . We appreciate it . 

There could be no better p l ace to celebrate Amer i ca's 

independence than beneath this magnificent , incredibl e , ma jestic 

mountain and monument to the greatest Americans who have ever 

lived . 

Today, we pay tribute to the excepti onal lives and 



extraordinary legacies o f George Washington , Thomas Jefferson , 

Abraham Lincoln , and Teddy Roosevelt . (Appl ause . ) I a m here as 

your President to proclaim before the country and befor e the 

world : This monument wi l l never be desecrated (applause) --

these heroes will never be defaced, their legacy will never, ever 

be destroyed, their achi evements wi l l never be forgotten, and 

Mount Rushmore will stand forever as an eternal tribute to our 

forefathers and to our freedom . (Applause . ) 

AUDIENCE : USA! USA! USA ! 

THE PRESIDENT : We gather tonight to herald the most 

impor tant day in the history of nations : July 4th , 1776 . At 

those words, every American heart should swe l l with pride . Every 

American family should cheer with delight . And every American 

pat riot should be filled with joy, because each of you lives in 

the mos t magnificent country in the history of the world, and it 

will soon be g reater than ever before . (Applause . ) 

Our Founders l aunched not only a revol ut i on in government , 

but a revol ution in the pursuit of justice, equality , liberty, 

and prosperity . No nation has done more to advance the human 

condition than the Uni ted States of America . And no people have 

done more to promote human progress than the citizens of our 

great nation . (Applause . ) 

It was al l made possible by the courage of 56 patrio ts who 

gathered in Phi l adelphia 244 years ago and signed the Declaration 

of Independence . (Applause .) They enshrined a divine truth that 

changed the wor l d forever when they said: " ... all men are c r eat ed 

equal . " 



These i mmortal words set in motion the unstoppable ma r ch of 

freedom . Our Founders boldl y declared t hat we are all endowed 

with the same d i vine rights -- given [to ] us by our Creator i n 

Heaven . And that which God has given us , we wi l l al l ow no one , 

ever , to take away -- eve r. (Applause . ) 

Sevent een s e v enty-six r epresente d t he culmination of 

thousands o f years of western c ivilization and the triumph not 

only of spirit , but of wisdom, philosophy, and reaso n. 

And yet , as we meet here tonight , t here is a g r owing danger 

tha t thr e a tens every blessing our a ncestors fought so hard for , 

s truggled , they bled to secure . 

Our nation is witnessing a me r c iless campai g n t o wipe out 

our history, defame our heroes , e r ase our values , and 

indoctri nate our c hi l dren . 

AUDIENCE : Booo --

THE PRESIDENT : Angry mobs are trying to t e ar down statues 

o f our Founder s , def ace our mos t sacred memorials , and unleash a 

wave of violent c rime in our c i ties . Many o f t hese people h ave 

no i dea why they are doing this , but some know exactl y what the y 

are do i ng . They think the American people are weak and soft and 

submiss i ve . But no, the American peop le a re strong and p r oud, 

and t hey wi ll not al l ow our country , and a l l of its values , 

history , and cul ture , t o be taken from t hem . (Applause . ) 

AUDIENCE : USA ! USA ! USA ! 

THE PRESIDENT : One of their political weapons is " Cancel 



Cultur e " -- d riving peopl e from their jobs , shaming dissenters , 

and demanding total submission from anyone who disagrees. This 

is t he very def i nition of total i tarianism, and i t is completely 

alien to our culture and our val ues , and it has absol utel y no 

p l ace in the United States of Ame rica . (Applause.) Thi s attack 

on our liber ty, our magnificent l i berty, must be stopped, and i t 

wi l l be stopped very quickly . We wi ll expose this dangerous 

movement , protect our nation ' s chi ldren , end this r adical 

assault , and preserve our beloved American way of 

life . (Applause.) 

In our schools , our newsrooms , even our corporate 

boardrooms , there i s a new far- l eft fascism tha t demands absolute 

al l egiance . I f you do not speak its language , perform its 

rituals , recite i ts mantras , and f o l low its commandments , then 

you wi l l be censored, banished , blacklisted, persecuted, and 

punished . It ' s not going to happen t o us . (App lause .) 

Make no mistake : this left-wing cultural r evolution is 

designed to overt hrow the Ameri can Revo l ution . In so doing, they 

would destroy the v e ry c ivilization t hat rescued bil lions from 

poverty , disease , violence , and hunger , and tha t lifted humanity 

to new heights of achi evement , discover y , and progress . 

To make this possible , they a r e det ermined to tear down 

every statue , symbol , and memo r y o f our national heritage . 

AUDIENCE MEMBER : Not on my watch ! (Applause . ) 

THE PRESIDENT : True . That 's very true, 

actual ly . (Laughter . ) That is why I am deploying federal law 

enforcement to p r otect our monuments , arrest the rioters , and 



prosecut e off enders t o t he fullest extent o f the 

law. (Applause . ) 

AUDIENCE : 

years! 

Four more year s ! Four more years ! Four more 

THE PRESIDENT : I a m pleased to report t hat yes t erday, 

federa l agents arrest ed the suspected ringleader of t he attack on 

the statue of Andrew J ackson in Washington , D. C . (appl ause) 

and, in addit i on , hundr eds more have been arrested . (Applause . ) 

Under the executive order I signed l ast week -- pertaining 

to the Veterans ' Memorial Preservation and Recognition Act and 

other laws -- people who damage or deface federal statues or 

monument s wi ll get a mi n i mum o f 1 0 years i n 

prison. (Applause . ) And obviously, that includes our beautiful 

Mount Rushmore . (Applause . ) 

Our people have a great memo r y. They will never forget the 

destructi on of statues and monuments to Geor ge Washington , 

Abraham Lincoln, Ulysses S . Grant, abolitionists, and many 

others. 

The violent mayhem we have seen in the streets of cities 

t hat are run by l i ber al Democr a t s , i n every case , i s the 

predictable resul t of years of e x treme indoctrination and bias in 

education , jour nal i s m, and other cultural i nstitutions. 

Against every l aw of society and nature , our children are 

taught i n school to hate the i r own country, and to believe that 

the men and women who built it were not heroes , but t hat were 

v i l l ains . The radical v i ew of Ame rican h i stor y i s a web of lies 



-- all perspective i s removed, every virtue is obscured, every 

motive i s twisted, ever y fact is d i storted, and every flaw is 

magni f ied unt i l t he h i stor y i s pur ged and the r ecord i s 

disfigured beyond al l recognition . 

Thi s movement is openly attacking the legacies of every 

person on Mount Rushmore . They defi l e the memory of Washington , 

Jefferson , Lincoln , and Roosevelt . Today, we wi ll set h i story 

and h i stor y ' s record straight . (App l ause . ) 

Before these f i gures were immortalized in stone , they wer e 

American g i ants in full flesh and blood, gal l ant men whose 

intr epid deeds unleashed the g r eatest leap o f huma n advancement 

the wor l d has ever known . Tonight , I wi ll tell you and, most 

i mportantly, the youth of our nati on , the true stories of these 

g reat , great men. 

From head to toe , Geor ge Washington represented the 

strengt h , gra ce , and dignity of t he American people . From a 

small vol un t eer force of c itizen fa rme r s , he c r eat ed the 

Contine ntal Army out of nothing and ral l ied them to stand against 

the mos t powerful mi litary on Earth . 

Through eight long years , through the brutal winter at 

Val ley Forge , through setback after setback on t he field of 

b a t t le , he led those patriot s to ultimate tri umph . When the Army 

had dwindled to a f ew thousand men at Chri s tmas of 1776 , when 

defeat seeme d absol utely certain , he took what remained of his 

forces on a daring night t ime crossing of the Delaware River. 

They marched through nine miles of frig i d darkness , many 

without boots on thei r feet , leavi ng a trail of blood i n the 



snow . In the morning, they seized victory at Trenton . After 

forcing the surrender o f t he most powe rful e mpire on the plane t 

a t Yorktown, General Washington did not claim power , but s i mpl y 

r e turned to Mount Vernon as a private citizen . 

When cal led upon a gain, he p r es i ded over the Constitutional 

Conve nt ion in Philadel phia , and was unanimous l y elect ed our fi rst 

President . (Appl ause . ) When he stepped down after two terms , 

his fo rme r adversary King George cal l ed him " the greatest man o f 

the age . " He remain s f i r st i n our hea r ts to thi s day . For as 

l ong as Americans love thi s land, we will honor and cherish the 

father o f our country, George Washington . (Applause . ) He wi ll 

never be r e moved, abolished, and most o f al l , he wil l never be 

forgotten . (Applause .) 

Thoma s Jefferson -- t he great Thomas Je ff erson -- was 33 

years o l d when he traveled north to Pennsylvania and bril liantly 

authored one o f the g reatest treasures o f human histo r y , the 

Decl arat i on of Independence. He also drafted Vi rginia ' s 

constitut ion , and concei ved and wr o te the Virginia Statute for 

Rel igious Freedom, a model for ou r cherished First Amendment . 

After servi ng as the first Secretary of State, and then Vi ce 

President , he was e l e cted to the Pr esidency . He orde r ed American 

warriors t o c rush the Barbary pirates , he doubled the size of our 

nation with the Louisiana Purchase , and he sent the f a mous 

explorers Lewis and Clark into the west on a daring expedition to 

the Pa cific Ocean . 

He was an architect , a n i nventor , a dip l omat , a scholar, the 

founder o f one of the world' s great universi t ies, and an ardent 

defender of liberty . Amer i cans will forever a dmire the author o f 



American freedom, Thomas J efferson . 

wil l never , ever be abandoned by us. 

(Applause . ) And he , too , 

(Applause . ) 

Abraham Lincoln , the savior of our union , was a self-taught 

country lawyer who grew up in a log cabin on the American 

front i er . 

The first Republican President , he rose to high office from 

obscurity , based on a force and clarity of his anti - slavery 

convicti ons . Very, very strong convi cti ons . 

He signed the l aw that built the Transcontinental Railroad; 

he s i gned the Homes t ead Act, g iven t o some incredible schol ars -­

as simpl y def ined, ordinary citizens free land to settle anywhere 

in the American West ; and he led the country through the darkest 

hours of American history , giving every ounce of strength that he 

had to ensure that government of the people, by the people , and 

for the people d i d not perish from this Earth . (Applause . ) 

He served as Commander-in-Chief of the U. S . Armed For ces 

during our bloodiest war , the struggl e t hat saved our union and 

extinguished the evil of slavery . Over 600 ,000 died in that war; 

more than 20 , 000 were k i lled o r wounded in a single day at 

Antietam. At Gettysburg, 157 years ago , the Union bravely 

withstood an assault of nearly 15 , 000 men and threw back 

Pickett's charge. 

Lincol n won the Civil War ; he issued the Emancipation 

Proc lamation ; he led the passage of the 13th Amendment , 

abolishi ng slaver y for all t i me -- (appl ause) -- and ultimately, 

his determination to preserve our nation and our union cost him 

his life . For as long as we live , Americans will uphold and 



revere the immorta l memory of President Abraham 

Lincoln . (Applause .) 

Theodore Roosevel t exempl ifie d the unbridled confidence of 

our nat i onal culture and identity . He saw the towe r i ng grandeur 

of Amer i ca ' s mission i n t he world and he p ursued it wi th 

overwhe l ming energy and ze al . 

As a Lieutenant Colonel during the Span i sh- Ame ric an War , he 

led the famous Rough Rider s to defeat the enemy at San Juan 

Hi l l . He cleaned up corruption as Police Commissioner o f New 

York City , the n served as the Governor of New York, Vice 

Pr esi dent , and at 42 year s o l d , became t he youngest-ever 

President of t he United States . (Applause . ) 

He sent our grea t ne w naval fleet around the g l obe to 

announce America' s arrival as a world powe r . He gave us many of 

o ur national par ks , including the Grand Canyon ; he oversaw the 

construction of the awe - insp i ring Pana ma Canal ; and he i s the 

onl y person ever awarded both the Nobel Peace Pri ze and the 

Congressional Medal of Honor . He was -- (applause) Ame rican 

freedom personified in full . The American people wi l l never 

re l inqui sh the bold , beautiful , and untame d spirit o f Theodore 

Rooseve l t . (Applause . ) 

No mov e me n t that seeks to dismantle these t r easured American 

legaci es c an possibly have a l ove of America at its heart . Can't 

have it . No person who remains quiet at the destruct ion of this 

resp lendent heritage can possibly lead us to a b e t ter fu ture . 

The radical ideology attacking our country advances under 

the banner of social j ustice . But i n truth, it wou l d demolish 



both justice and society . It would trans form justice into an 

instrument of d i vision and vengeance , and it would turn our free 

and inc l us i ve societ y int o a place of r epr ess i on, dominati on , and 

exclus i on . 

They want to si l ence us , but we wi l l not be 

si l enced . (Appl ause . ) 

AUDIENCE : USA! USA! USA ! 

AUDIENCE MEMBER : We love you! 

THE PRESIDENT : Thank you . Thank you very much . Thank you 

very much . 

We wil l state the t ruth in full , without apology : We 

declare that the United States of Ame rica is the mos t j ust and 

exceptional nation ever to exist on Earth . 

We a r e proud of the fact -- (appl ause) -- that our country 

was founded on Judea-Christian principles , and we understand -­

(applause ) -- that these values have dramatically advanced the 

cause of peace and justi ce t hroughout the world . 

We know that the American family is the bedrock of American 

life. (Appl ause.) 

We recognize the solemn right and moral duty of every nation 

to secure its borders . (Applause . ) And we are building t he 

wal l . (Appl ause . ) 

We remember that governments exist to p r otect the safety and 



happi ness of their own peopl e . A nation mus t care for its own 

citizens f irst. We must take care of America f i rst. It 's 

time . (Appl ause.) 

We believe in equal opportunity, e qual j ustice, and equal 

t r eatment for c i tizens of every race, background, rel i g i on , and 

creed . Every child, of every color -- born and unborn -- is made 

in the holy i mage o f God . (Applause . ) 

We want free and open debate , not speech codes and cancel 

cultur e . 

We embrace tol erance , not prejudi ce . 

We suppor t the cour ageous men and women o f l aw 

enforce ment . (Applause . ) We wi l l never abolish our police or 

our great Second Amendment , which gives us the right to keep and 

bear arms. (Appl ause . ) 

We believe that our chi l d r en should be taught to love their 

country , honor our history, and respect our great Ame rican 

f lag . (Appl ause .) 

We stand tall, we stand proud, and we only kneel to Almighty 

God . (Applause . ) 

Thi s i s who we are . Thi s i s what we believe . And these are 

the values that will guide us as we strive to build an even 

better and greater future . 

Those who seek t o erase our heritage want Americans to 

for get our pride and our g r eat d i gnity , so that we can no longer 



understand ourselves or America ' s destiny . In topp ling the 

heroes of 1776 , they seek to dissolve the bonds of love and 

loyalty that we feel for our country, and that we feel for each 

other . Their goal is not a better America , their goal is the end 

of America . 

AUDIENCE : Booo --

THE PRESIDENT : In its place , they want powe r for 

themselves . But just as patri ots did in centuries past, the 

American people will stand in their way -- and we will win , and 

win quickly and with great dignity . (Applause . ) 

We wi l l never let them rip America ' s heroes from our 

monuments , or from our hearts . By tearing down Washington and 

Jefferson , these radicals would t ear down the very heritage for 

which men gave their lives to win the Civil War ; they would e rase 

the memory that inspired those soldiers to go t o their deaths , 

singing these words of the Battle Hymn of the Republic: "As He 

died to make men Holy, l et us d i e to make men free, whi l e God i s 

marching on ." (Applause . ) 

They wou l d tear down the p rincipl es that propel l ed the 

abolition of slavery in America and, ultimately, around the 

world , ending an evil institution that had plagued humanity for 

thousands and thousands of years. Our opponents would tear apart 

the very documents that Marti n Luther Ki ng used to expr ess h i s 

dream , and the ideas that were the foundation of the righteous 

movement for Civil Rights . They would tear down the beliefs , 

cul ture , and i dent i ty that have ma de Amer i ca the mos t v i b r ant and 

tol erant society in the history of the Earth . 



My fellow Americans, it is time to speak up loudly and 

strongly and powerfully and defend the integrity of our 

country . (Appl ause.) 

AUDIENCE : USA! USA! USA ! 

THE PRESIDENT : I t is time for our pol iticians to summon the 

bravery and determination of our American ancestors . It is 

time . (Appl ause .) It is time to p lant our flag and protect the 

g r eatest of this nat i on , for citizens of every race , i n ever y 

city , and every part of this g lorious land . For the sake of our 

honor , for the sake of our children , for the sake of our union , 

we mus t p r o t ect and preserve our h i stor y, our heritage , and our 

great heroes . (Applause . ) 

Here tonight, before the eyes of our forefathers , Americans 

declare again , as we did 244 years ago : that we will not be 

tyrannized, we will not be demeaned, and we will not be 

intimidated by bad, evi l people . I t will not 

happen . (Appl ause . ) 

AUDIENCE : USA! USA! USA ! 

THE PRESIDENT : We will proclaim the ideals of the 

Declaration of Independence , and we will never surrender the 

spi rit and the courage and the cause of July 4th, 1776 . 

Upon this ground, we wi ll stand firm and unwavering . In the 

face of lies meant to divide us , demoralize us , and diminish us , 

we will show that the stor y o f America unites us, inspires us , 

includes us all , and makes e veryone free . 



We must demand that our chil d ren are taught once again to 

see America as did Reverend Martin Luther King , when he said that 

the Founders had s i gned "a promi ssor y noteu to every futur e 

generation . Dr . King saw that the mission of justice required us 

to fully e mb r ace our founding ideals . Those ideals are so 

i mpor tant to us -- t he f oundi ng ideal s . He cal l ed on h i s f e llow 

citizens not to rip down their heritage , but to live up to their 

heritage . (Applause . ) 

Above all , our chi l d r en , from ever y communi ty, must be 

taught that to be American i s to inherit the spirit of the most 

adventurous and confi dent people ever to walk the face of the 

Earth . 

Americans are the peopl e who pursued our Manifest Destiny 

across the ocean , into the uncharted wilderness , over the tallest 

mountains , and then into the skies and even into the stars . 

We a r e the country of Andr ew J ackson , Ulysses S . Grant, and 

Fr ederick Douglass . We a r e the land of Wi l d Bi l l Hickock and 

Buffalo Bi l l Cody. (Applause . ) We are the nation that gave rise 

to the Wri ght Brothers , the Tus kegee Airmen -- (appl ause) -­

Harriet Tubman, Clara Barton, Jesse Owens , Geor ge Patton 

General George Patton -- the great Louie Armstrong , Alan Shepard, 

Elvis Presley, and Mohammad Ali . (Applause .) And only America 

could have produced them a ll . (Applause .) No other p lace . 

We a re the culture that put up the Hoover Dam, l aid down the 

highways , and sculpted the skyline of Manhattan . We are the 

people who d r eamed a spectacular dream it was call ed : Las 

Vegas , in the Nevada desert; who bui l t up Miami from the Florida 

marsh ; and who carved our heroes into the face of Mount 



Rushmore . (Applause . ) 

Amer i cans har nessed electricity, split the atom, and gave 

the world the telephone and the Internet . We settled the Wild 

West , won two World Wars, landed American astronauts on the Moon 

-- and one day ver y soon, we wi l l plant our flag on Mars. 

We gave the world the poetry of Walt Whitman , the stories of 

Mark Twain , the songs of Irving Berlin , the voice of El la 

Fitzgerald, the style of Frank Sinatra -- (applause) -- the 

comedy of Bob Hope , the power of the Saturn V rocket , the 

toughness of the Ford F- 150 -- (applause ) -- and the awesome 

might of the American a i rcraft car riers . 

Americans mus t never lose sight of this miraculous 

story . You should never lose sight of it , because nobody has 

ever done it l ike we have done it . So tod ay, under the authority 

vested in me as President of the United States -- (applause) -- I 

am announci ng the creation of a new monument to the giants of our 

past . I a m s i gning an executi ve order to establ ish the National 

Garden of Ame rican Heroes , a vast outdoor park that wil l f eature 

the statues of the g reatest Americans to ever live . (Applause . ) 

From this night and from this magnificent place , let us go 

forward united in our purpose and re-dedicated in our 

resolve . We will raise the next generation of American 

patriots . We wil l wr i te the next thri l l ing chapter of the 

American adventure . And we will teach our children to know that 

they live in a land of legends , that nothing can stop them, and 

that no one can hold them down . (Applause . ) They wi ll know that 

in America , you can do anything , you can be anything , and 

together , we can achieve anything . (Applause . ) 



Uplifted by the titans of Mount Rushmore , we will find unity 

that no one expected; we wil l make strides that no one thought 

possible . This country will be everything that our citizens have 

hoped for , for so many years , and that our enemies fea r -­

because we wi l l never forge t that American freedom e xists f or 

American greatness . And that ' s what we have : American 

greatness. (Applause . ) 

Centuries from now, our legacy wi l l be the cities we built, 

the champions we forged , the good we did, and the monuments we 

c r eated to inspire us al l . 

My fe l low citizens : America ' s dest i ny is in our 

sights . America ' s heroes are embedded in our hearts . America ' s 

future is in our hands . And ladies and gentlemen : the best is 

yet to come . (Applause . ) 

AUDIENCE : USA! USA! USA ! 

THE PRESIDENT : This has been a great honor for the First 

Lady and myself to be with you . I love your state . I love this 

country . I' d l i ke t o wi sh ever ybody a ver y happy Fourth of 

Jul y . To all , God b l ess you , God b less your families , God b l ess 

our great military, and God bless America . Thank you very 

much . (App lause .) 

END 9:32 P . M. MDT 



Unsubscribe 

The White House · 1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW · Washington, DC 20500-0003 · USA · 202-4 56-1111 




