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March 26 , 1970 
NUMBER . C - 50 30 .  43 \ 

ASD ( I SA )  

Department of Defense Directive 

SUBJECT Signific ant Mil itary Exe rc ise s (U )  

Refe rences : ( a )  Na t i ona 1 Secu r i ty Act i on Memorandum 3 1 6 ,  
"M i l i ta ry Exe rc i ses , "  ( U )  Novembe r 1 2 ,  
1 964 , (enc l os u re )  

I .  

I I . 

( b )  DoD D i rec t i ve C - 5030 . 44 ,  "M i l i ta ry O pe ra t i ons  
i n  o r  nea r Po l i t i ca l l y  Sens i t i ve Areas , "  
( U )  Ma rch 26

., 1 970 
( c )  Deputy  Sec re t a ry of  Defense mu l t i a d d ressee 

memorandum , "M i l i ta ry Exe r c i ses , "  Decembe r 
5 ,  1 964 ( he reby can ce l ed )  

PURPOSE  AN D APPL I CAB I L I TY 

Th i s  D i rect i ve prov i des Depa r tmen t  o f  Defense po l i cy and 
gu i dance i n  i mp l emen t i ng refe rence ( a ) . I t  de l i neates 
res pons i b i l i t i es of  the m i l i ta ry depa rtmen ts , the O rgan­
i zat i on of the J o i n t Ch i efs of S ta f f , and  the Ass i s tan t 
Secreta r i es of Defense ( I n te rna t i ona l Secu r i ty Affa i rs ) 
and ( P ub ) i c  Affa i rs ) , fo r as s u r i ng the repo rt i ng ( see 
I l l  C & D ) , rev i ew ,  coord i na t i on and app rova J of s i gn i f­
i can t m i l i ta ry exe r c i ses . 

CANCELLAT I ON 

Refe rence (c )  i s  he reby s upe rseded a nd  can ce l e d .  

I l l .  SCOPE AN D DE F I N I T I ONS 

The p rov i s i on s  of th i s  D i rec t i ve cove r  s i g n i f i ca n t  m i l i ta ry 
exe rc i ses , as fo l l ows : 

A .  A m i l i t a ry exe rc i se i s  a ma neuve r o r  s i mu l a ted wa r t i me 
ope ra t i on i nvo l v i ng p l a nn i ng ,  p repa ra t i on an d execu­
t i on ,  ca r r i ed out fo r the pu rpose of t r a i n i ng and  eva l ­
uat i on .  The c r i te r i a  fo r deem i ng an exe rc i se s i gn i f­
i can t  a re set  fo r t h  i n  pa rag raph 2 of  refe rence ( a ) . 
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CUNF ib!NTIAL 

8 .  A po l i t i co-m i l i t a ry s cena r i o  i s  a na r ra t i ve desc r i pt i on of 
the s i t ua t i on or  p l ay of  a m i l i t a ry exe rc i se wh i ch dep i ct s  
i n te ract i on of po l i t i ca l  and  m i l i ta ry factors . 

C .  Coun te r i n s u rgency Act i v i t i es .  I n  add i t i on to exe rc i ses 
wh i ch fa l l  u nde r  the p rov i s i ons of pa rag raph 2 of  re fe r­
ence ( a ) ,  f i e l d  exe rc i ses  w i l l  be reported as s i gn i f i can t 
i f  the s i tuat i on ,  m i s s i on ,  i n te l l i gence bu i l d up , concept  
of ope ra t i on ,  po l i t i co-m i l i ta ry s cena r i o  o r  pub l i c  a f fa i rs 
g u i dance dea l s  w i t h  coun te r i n s u rgency act i v i t i es by Un i ted 
S ta tes fo rces . Except i on s  to th i s  po l i cy a re as  fo l l ows : 

1 .  Exe rc i ses tak i ng p l ace i n  the Un i ted S ta tes ; a nd  

2 .  U n i l a t e ra l t ra i n i ng exe rc i ses  i n  norma l Un i ted S ta tes 
t ra i n i ng a reas outs i de the Con t i nenta l Un i ted S t a tes . 

D .  Po l i t i ca 1 1y S ign i f i ca n t  Geog raph i c  Areas . Exe rc i ses p l anned 
for geog raph i c  a reas cons i de red po l i t i ca l l y s i gn i f i cant  by 
the Depa r tment  of S ta te w i l l  a l so be repor ted unde r  the p ro­
v i s i ons  of t h i s  D i rect i ve .  

E .  M i l i ta ry Ope ra t i ons . M i l i ta ry ope ra t i ons  i n  o r  nea r  po l i t­
i ca l l y  sens i t i ve a reas , as  d i s t i ngu i shed f rom s i gn i f i can t  
m i l i ta ry exe rc i s es , a re gove rned by  refe rence ( b )  above . 

PO L I CY AND RESPON S I B I L I T I ES 

DoD w i l l  rev i ew ca re fu l l y  the s chedu l i ng of exe rc i ses whose 
cha racte r o r  l oca t i on p l aces them i n  a po l i t i ca l l y  s i gn i f i ca n t  
ca tego ry , ba sed on c r i te r i a  ou t l i ned  i n  re fe rence ( a )  a n d  
Sec t i on I I I ,  pa rag raphs C and  D above . Fo r p roposed exe rc i ses 
fa l l i ng w i th i n t h i s  ca tego ry , DoD w i l l  p rov i de pe r t i nen t i n ­
fo rma t i on to the Depa rtmen t of  S ta te , the U n i ted S ta tes  I n fo r­
ma t i on 'Agency , and the Wh i te House , and cooperate c l ose l y  w i th  
those Agenc i es  rega rd i ng the conduct of s uch exe rc i ses , as  
fo l l ows : 

A .  The As s i s tant  Secre t a ry of De fense ( I n te rna t i ona l Secur i ty 
Affa i rs ) w i 1 1 :  

1 .  P rov i de t he Jo i n t  C h i efs  of S ta ff a J i s t ,  and  s ubsequen t 
rev i s i ons the re to , of geog raph i c  a reas cons i de red po l i t ­
i ca 1 1 y  s i g n i f i ca n t  by the Depa rtmen t  of S ta te . 

2 .  P rov i de t he Depa rtmen t of S ta te and t he Wh i te House 
q u a r te r l y  s chedu l es of s i gn i f i cant  m i l i ta ry exe rc i ses 
fo r the ensu i ng twe l ve mon ths , as  p repa red by the 
Jo i n t C h i e fs of S ta f f . 
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3 .  W i th i n  th i rty ( 30 )  d ays a f te r  re ce i p t of  s uch qua r te r l y  
exe rc i se  s chedu l e s ,  secu re the v i ews o f  the Depa rtmen t  
of S ta te rega rd i ng the  p l anned exe rc i ses , conso l i da te 
w i t h  them t he v i ews of t he Un i ted S ta tes I n fo rma t i on 
Agency and  the O f f i ce of  the Secre ta ry of  Defense , and  
p rov i de t hese  conso l i da ted v i ews to the J o i n t  C h i efs  of  
S taff  for g u i dance .  

4 .  Coo rd i nate w i t h  t he Depa r tment  o f  S tate  de t a i l ed b r i efs  
of  m i l i ta ry exe rc i ses wh i ch fa l l unde r the  p rov i s i on s  
of  pa rag ra ph 2 of refe rence ( a ) , and th i s  D i rect i ve .  

S .  P rov i de to t he Wh i te House , a t  l eas t seven ( 7 )  days 
(except  i n  unus u a l c i rcums tances ) p r i o r  to  the c r i t­
i ca l  date fo r P res i de n t i a l cance l l a t i on (C . 1 . b .  be l ow) 
the  de ta i l ed b r i ef of  each p ropos ed s i g n i f i cant  m i l i ­
ta ry exe rc i se ,  toge the r w i th the v i ews of  the Depa r t ­
ment  of  S ta te , t h e  U n i ted S ta tes I n fo rma t i on Agency , 
and  the Depa r tmen t o f  Defens e .  

6 .  Not i fy t h e  J o i n t  Ch i efs  of  S t aff  of  the dec i s i on made 
by the  Wh i te House  rega rd i ng each p roposed s i g n i f i ca n t  
m i l i t a ry exe rc i s e .  

7 . Coo rd i nate  as  neces s a ry w i t h  t he A s s i s tan t Sec re ta ry 
of  Defense (PA)  i n  execu t i ng the above respons i b i l i t i es .  

B .  The As s i s t an t  Sec re ta ry o f  Defense ( P ub l i c  A f fa i rs ) w i l l :  

1 .  P rov i de the  Un i ted  S ta tes  I n forma t i on Agency t he qua r­
te r l y  exe rc i s e  s chedu l es refe r red  to i n  pa rag raph A . 2 .  
above , a nd  f u rn i s h  the v i ews of t ha t  Agency to the 
Ass i s tan t S ec re t a ry of  Defense ( I SA )  w i th i n  twen ty 
( 20 )  days t he rea f te r .  

2 .  Coo rd i na te w i t h  t he Depar tmen t o f  S ta te and  the Un i ted 
S ta tes I n fo rma t i on Agency the pub l i c  a f fa i rs as pec t s  of  
a l l de ta i l ed b r i e fs  of s i gn i f i ca n t  m i l i ta ry exe rc i s es , 
i n  s u ff i c i en t  t i me to  pe rm i t comp l i an ce by the Ass i s tan t 
Sec re t a ry of  De fense  ( I SA )  w i th  the p rov i s i ons o f  s ub­
p a rag raph A . 5 .  above . 

C .  The Jo i n t C h i e f s  o f  S t a f f  w i  1 1 :  

l .  P repa re a q ua r te r l y  s chedu l e  of s i gn i f i can t m i l i t a ry 
exe rc i ses  p l anned  fo r the fo l l ow i ng twe l ve mon ths , to  
i nc l ude fo r ea ch exe r c i se : 

a .  T he n ame , s pon so r , l ocat i on ,  a nd  da te ; 
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b .  The c r i t i ca l  date fo r P res i den t i a l  cance l l a t i on ; 

c .  A b r i e f des c r i p t i on i den t i fy i ng the type of exe r­
c i se ,  t he gene ra l concep t  of ope ra t i ons , t he s tag­
i ng a rea ( i f  i n  a coun t ry other  than that  l i s ted 
a s  the l oca t i on of the exe rc i se ) , the po l i t i co­
m i l i ta ry s cena r i o ,  and  the expected deg ree of  
pub l i c  v i s i b i l i ty .  I f  an  exe rc i se has  no  po l i t­
i co-m i l i ta ry s cena r i o ,  a s ta temen t to t ha t  e f fect  
s hou l d  be made . 

d .  The p u r pose ; and 

e .  The fo rces i nvo l ved . 

2 .  Repo rt  exe rc i ses  i n  q u a r te r l y  s chedu l es befo re any 
comm i tme n t  i s  made to othe r gove rnment s . 

3 .  P rov i de th i rty  ( 30)  cop i es of  t hese  q ua r te r l y  s chedu l es 
to the As s i s ta n t  Sec re t a ry of  Defense ( I SA ) , and ten 
( 1 0 ) cop i es to the As s i s tan t Secre t a ry of  Defense ( PA ) . 

4 .  P repa re deta i l ed b r i e f s  o f  each m i l i t a ry exe rc i se 
cove red by th i s  D i rec t i ve .  F i f teen ( 1 5 ) cop i es w i l l  
be p rov i ded to the As s i s tan t  Sec reta ry of De fense 
( I SA ) and ten ( 1 0 ) cop i es to the As s i s tant  Secre t a ry 
of Defense ( PA) , i n  s u f f i c i en t  t i me to as s u re coo rd i -
n a t i on w i t h  the Dep a r tme n t  of S tate and the U n i ted 
S t a tes  I n fo rma t i on Agency p r i o r to t ransm i s s i on to 
the Wh i te House . No rma l l y ,  t he b r i efs  w i l l  be s ub­
m i t ted at l eas t 2 1  days p r i o r to the c r i t i ca l  da te 
fo r P res i den t i a l  cance l l a t i on . 

5 . I n c l ude i n  each exe rc i s e b r i e f a recommended s ta tement  
of t he gene ra l po l i cy to be  fo l l owed i n  t he a rea of 
pub l i c  a f fa i rs .  Add i t i ona l s t a teme n t s  unde r  sepa ra te  
head i ngs  may  add res s gene ra l  po l i cy conce rn i ng d i p l o­
mat i c  i n fo rma t i on ,  secu r i ty res t r i c t i ons , and psycho­
l og i ca l  e l emen ts , as app l i cab l e .  

6 .  I n s u re tha t po l i t i co-m i l i t a ry scena r i os a re coo rd i ­
na ted i n  the f i rs t  i n s tance w i t h t he Un i ted S ta tes 
Embas s y  conce rned . A s urrroa ry of  t h i s  scena r i o  w i l l  
s ub sequen t l y  be i nc l uded i n  the s i g n i f i ca n t  exe rc i se 
b r i e f . 

4 

881tFIB�14TIAL 

Chief, Records and Declass Div, WHS 
Date: 11 MAR2025 

- -

- -



V .  

88NFIDENflAL 

Ma r 2 6 ,  70  

C - 5030 .  43 

D . The m i l i ta ry se rv i ces  w i l l  fo rwa rd to t he J o i n t  C h i efs of  
S ta f f , fo r rev i ew i n  accordance w i th the p rocedu res he re i n ,  
a l l exe rc i ses con ducted by them wh i ch fa l l  unde r t he p ro­
v i s i on of Sect i on I I I ,  pa rag raphs  A ,  C ,  and D above . 

E FFECT I VE DATE AND I MPL EMENTAT I ON 

Th i s  D i re c t i ve i s  e f fect i ve l y  i mmed i a te l y .  Ten ( 1 0 ) cop i es of 
i mp l emen t i ng i ns t ruct i ons sha l l be fo rwa rded  to the As s i s tan t 
Sec re t a ry of Defense ( I SA)  w i th i n  s i xty (60) days . 

Deputy Secretary of Defense 
Enc l osu re 1 

N SAM 3 1 6  
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WA S H I N G T O N 

COid ±BEit TL !Is November  12 , 1 9 64 

NATIONAL SE C URITY ACTION i.,::::::.--:��:ANDUM NO . 316 

TO The S e c r etary  of Defonse  

SUB JECT : Military  Exe r ci s e s  

.- 1 .  The purpo s e  of thi s  memoraridum · i s  to s et forth the procedur e s  
to b e  followed in informing the Pre sident of significant milita ry 
exe r ci s e s

1 
and for obtaining po_li cy review and appr oval of  such 

exer ci s e s. 

2 .  The P:::-e sident de .sir e s  to be informe d  of exc:- ci s e s  deemed 
significant b e caus e  they fall in the following cate gorie s :  

a .  Tho s e  ir..volving compa:::-2.tively la:- ge - s cale participation 
of US o� for eign for c e s  or command s .  

b .  Tho s e  r e qui:::-ing the granting of right s o r  approval by 
anothe r nation or- repr e s er:.tative s the r e of ,  except whe r e  s uch approval 
is s ou6ht by NATO au�hor i�ie s .  

c .  Tho s e  'Nl1ic"h have pa rticula:.:- · political significar..c e or  
implication s .  

d .  Any exe ::;- c i s e whic}1 i s  othe rwise  o f  sue� a nature  a s  to 
r e ce ive p :r- omine r.t a�tent:.on by  t�:.e p r e s s .  

e .  Other  exe :- c : s e s  with which you o r  the Joint Cn:.e is  oi 
Staff fe- e-1--'.r:-c-· s·hci..ll d be  familia r .  

3 .  :::,;i the c� ::, L:,  .)£ cxc :- c: 3 c=: 3  ::: :::e a::>ovc ca�e go:- :. e s ,  ava.ilaole 
ac.va:-�c � c.  p�an:-,.:.;--.6 i ::.:o rr:1.a�:.o :'l s :: ould be  io1·v-.. -a.::- de cl  0�:. a qua :::- tc: r �y 
be. s i s  c c vc: :::- i::g ch� followi:1.g :Vi..-,:;lvc :r::o::.::-. s �o the Se c :- etary  o.: S tate , 
t:ie US bior;:-£;.a tion -�- :::,e!".cy ,  2.r..d c:-. is  o:fi c-e . ?i-�i s infor �a !::.on s:-.ould 
ir..cluci.e t:te na r:--. e of 2he 1· c i s 0 ,  S?O:--... s o :- , loca. t:.o:i.'l , c.a. te , br ie.: de -
scri::,tiori. ,  pt.:.::.:-? o s e  2..r:c: i0 r c e s .  Si_;r::.i:. ca,:� amei."'..O.u"".c: 1: � s  -:o : ... : � .s  
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information should be  pr ovi::ed as  they 'je come a v2.i:�b!_e . 
every ca s e ,  t:ii s information should. cc  p;,_· ovid.ed. :I_: ::::..0� ::o 2,.--:.··/ 
: ·commitmer:t to for eign governments . 

4. It i s  r eque sted that you forwa r_d a m.o::- e detailed exe r cis e 
brief ,  · which ha s been coordinated  with the Department of  State , 
and thr ough the Depa rtment of State '-vith the US faformation Agency, 
a minimum of seven (7) days  (exc ept in unusual cir cum stance s) prior 
to the c ritical date for the Pre sident to cancel a-:iy significant exe r ci s e �  
A statement o f  the gene ral  policy to be  followed a s  t o  public  infor -
mation - - for eign and dome stic , diplomatic information , s ecurity 
r e str ictions ,  and pr opaganda or  other U-Ylusual ele me::-.i.ts - - should 
be fr1ch:.ded.  

5 .  In the ca s e  cf  exer ci s e s  which,  in  your _op:r1ion, do not have 
political :.n1plications  r e qui r ing State Depar tment coordination,  the 
Depa rtment of State ne e d  o:;.1.ly be  informed .  

6 .  Thi s Natio:-1a l Se cur ity Actior .. Mer!'lorandum st.:per  sede s my 
memo randur ... '1. on the sarr.i.e  subj e ct ,  dated · 4 Octobe :!" 1 9 61 .  

cc : Se c r- eta r y  or  State 
Dir e ctor , uS:A 

Mc Geor gc :S·.:.r.c.y 

Office of the Secretary of Defense Ch ief, ROD, ESD, WHS 
Date: 1 1  MAR2025 Authority: EO 1 3526 + 5 U .S .C .  552 
Declassify: X Declassify in Part: Deny in  Ful l :  
Reason : 
MOR: 24-M-0865 
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Department of Defense 
Chief, Records and Declass Div, WHS 
Date: 11 MAR2025 

DIRECTIVE 
February 25, 2000 

NUMBER C-3325.5 

ASD(C3I) 

SUBJECT: Interruption of Commercial and Civil Remote Sensing Space System Operations 
� 

References: 

1. (U) PURPOSE 

This Directive: 

(a) PDD-NSC-49/NSTC-8, "National Space Policy" (U), September 14, 
1996 

(b) PDD-NSC-23, "U.S. Policy on Foreign Access to Remote Sensing 
Space Capabilities" (U), March 9, 1994 

(c) DoD Directive 3 I 00.l 0, "Space Policy" (U), July 9, 1999 
( d) Memorandum of Understanding Among Departments of State, 

Defense, Commerce, and Interior, and Intelligence Community 
Concerning the Licensing of Private Remote Sensing Satellite 
Systems (U), February 2, 2000 

(e) Sections 5601 et seq of title 15, United States Code (U) 

1.1. � Establishes Department of Defense (DoD) policy and assigns responsibilities 
regarding the limitation of data collection and/or distribution from U.S. commercial and civil 
remote sensing space systems, as well as the initiation of diplomatic efforts to limit data 
collection and/or distribution by foreign remote sensing space systems during periods when 
national security or related international commitments may be compromised. 

1.2. (U) Supports, amplifies, and implements the policies in references (a) through (e). 

1.3. (U) Authorizes publication of additional issuances consistent with this Directive and 
references (a) through (e). 

1.4. (U) Shall be referred to by the title "Interruption of Remote Sensing Space System 
Operations" for unclassified purposes. 
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2. (U) APPLICABILITY 

(U) This Directive applies to the Office of the Secretary of Defense, the Mi]itary 
Departments, the Office of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Combatant Commands, 
the Office of the Inspector General of the Department of Defense, the Defense Agencies, the 
DoD Field Activities, and all other organizational entities within the Department of Defense 
(hereafter referred to as 44the DoD Components"). 

3. (U) DEFINITIONS 

3.1. (U) Foreign Remote Sensing Space System. Remote sensing space systems 
predominantly owned or operated by foreign entities. 

3 .2. (U) Remote Sensing. Refers in a general sense to space-based observation or information 
gathering, excluding signals intelligence, which can support a wide variety of purposes. 

3.3. (U) Remote Sensing Space Capabilities. Refers to al1 remote sensing space systems, 
technology, analytical capabilities, products, data archives, and data. 

3.4. (U) Remote Sensing Space System. Consists of the spacecraft, mission package(s), 
ground stations. data links, and associated command and control facilities, and may include data 
processin� and exploitation hardware and software. 

3 .5. (U) Space Control Prevention. Measures to preclude an adversary's ability to use U.S. 
and a11ied space systems and services for purposes hostile to U.S. national security interests. 
These may be diplomatic, legal, or military measures. 

3.6. (U) U.S. Civil Remote Sensing Space System. Remote sensing space systems owned 
and operated by U.S. Government civil departments or agencies. 

3.7. (U) U.S. Commercia] Remote Sensing Space System. Remote sensing space systems 
licensed by the Department of Commerce and owned and operated by U.S. private entities. 

4. (U) POLICY 

lt is DoD policy that: 

4.1. _.., An adversary's ability to use remote sensing space capabilities for purposes hostile 
to U.S. national security interests shal1 be prec1uded, in accordance with references (a) through 
(c). 
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4.2. (U) Data collection and/or distribution shall be limited only to the extent necessitated by 
the given situation during periods when national security or related international commitments 
may be compromised, in accordance with references (a), (b), and (d). 

4.3. (U) Requests to interrupt remote sensing space system operations for situations 
involving the threat of imminent hostilities or threats to the lives of U.S. or coalition military 
forces or civilians shall be reviewed e·xpeditiously on a case-by-case basis. 

4.4. (U) Requests to interrupt remote sensing space system operations for situations where 
U.S. national security may be compromised, but do not involve the threat of imminent hostilities 
or threats to the lives of U.S. or coaJition military forces or civilians, shall be reviewed on a case­
by-case basis. 

4.5. (U) Requests to interrupt remote sensing space system operations may be made by the 
Heads of the DoD Components, as necessary. Such requests may also be made by the Director 
of Central Inte11igence. 

4.6. � Determinations to interrupt U.S. commercial or civil remote sensing space system 
operations and requests to interrupt foreign remote sensing space system operations shall be 
made by the Secretary of Defense and shall not be delegated below the Deputy Secretary of 
Defense. Such determinations and requests shall be forwarded to the Secretary of Commerce, the 
Administrator of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, and the Secretary of State. 
as appropriate, in a manner that assures operations security and communications security. 

4.7. {U) Protection of U.S. military activities shall be supported by overflight warning of 
U.S. civil, U.S. commercial, and foreign remote sensing space systems. 

4�8. (U) The Department of Commerce shall be supported, as appropriate, in the monitoring 
and enforcement of the compliance of U.S. commercial remote sensing space system operators 
with licensing conditions regarding limitations on data co11ection and/or distribution during 
periods when national security may be compromised. 

5. (U) RESPONSIBILITIES 

5 .1. (U) The Assistant Secretary of Defense for Command, Control. Communications, and 
Intelligence (ASD(C31)) shall: 

5.1.1. (U) Develop, coordinate, and oversee implementation of this Directive. 

5.1.2. (U) Provide advice and assistance to the Secretary of Defense regarding space 
control prevention measures and imp1ementatio_n of this Directive. 
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5. 1.3 . (U) Ensure that the Director. National Security Agency (DIRNSA), provides 
information assurance and analysis support to other U.S. Government departments and agencies, 
as appropriate, for their monitoring of comp1iance with remote sensing space system operating 
l imitations. Such support is limited to technical information security issues, excluding the 
determination as to whether encryption is being actively applied to a particular data stream. 

5 . 1.4. (U) Ensure that the Director. Defense Intelliience Agency (Dir., DIA), in 
coordination with the Combatant Commander, advises the Secretary of Defense, the Director of 
Central Intelligence, the Chainnan of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and the Commander in Chief of 
U.S. Space Command, as appropriate, on the impacts to the defense intelligence production and 
combat support activities, as well as the benefits for force protection and other national security 
interests, resulting from the proposed interruption request. 

5.1 .5. (U) Ensure that the Director, National Reconnaissance Office (DNRO) serves as 
advisor to the Secretary of Defense, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and Director of 
Central Intel1igence on remote sensing space system technical perf onnance and operations. 

5 . 1 .6. (U) Ensure that the Director, National ImageQ' and Map,ping Agency. in 
coordination with other DoD Components, provides advice to the Secretary of Defense, the 
Director of Central Intelligence, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and the Commander in 
Chief of U.S. Space Command on the capabi l ities, availabi lity, performance, and operation of 
remote sensing space systems that may be the subject of a recommendation for interruption of 
service. 

5.2. (U) The Under Secretary of Defense for Policy (USD(P)) wi J J  review an requests 
contained in Combatant Command operations and contingency plans to ensure proposed 
interruptions to systems are coordinated and consistent with DoD policy and overall National 
Mi litary Strategy. In coordination with the ASD(C3I), the USD(P) shall manage notifications or 
consultations with foreign governments, as appropriate, in consultation with the National 
Security Council staff and the Department of State, regarding determinations or requests to 
interrupt remote sensing space system operations 

5 .3. (U) The General Counsel of the Department of Defense (GC, DoD) shall provide legal 
support to the Secretary of Defense and other DoD Components concerning the application of 
references (a) through (e) and other applicable statutes, directives, international agreements, and 
interagency agreements pertinent to remote sensing space activities. 

5.4. (U) The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff (CJCS) shal l :  

5.4.1. (U) Prov�de advice and assistance to the Secretary of Defense regarding space 
control prevention measures and implementation of this Directive. 

5.4.2. (U) Val idate requirements for limiting remote sensing space system operations. 
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5.4.3. (U) Ensure that operational procedures for requests to interrupt remote sensing 
space system operations are integrated into operations and contingency plans and, as 
appropriate, are exercised, in accordance with this Directive. 

5.5. (U) The Commander-in-Chief of U.S. Space Command (USCINCSPACE) shall : 

5.5. l .  (U) Act as the point of contact for all requests coming from within the Department 
of Defense to interrupt remote sensing space systems. 

5.5.2 . (U) Provide recommendations for courses of action for interrupting remote sensing 
space system operations. 

5.5.3. (U) Advocate space control prevention measures for the Combatant Commanders. 

5. 5 .4. (U) Provide advice and assistance to the Secretary of Defense, the CJCS, and the 
Combatant Commanders regarding space control prevention measures and implementation of this 
Directive. 

5.5.5. (U) Provide overflight warning of U.S. civil, U.S .  commercial ,  and foreign remote 
sensing space systems .  

5 .6 .  (U) The Heads of  the DoD Components shall exercise responsibility for their respective 
Component ' s  requests to interrupt remote sensing space system operations. 

6. EFFECTlVE DA TE (U) 

(U) This Directive is effective immediately . 

Secre tary o f  De fense 

Office of the Secretary of Defense Chief , ROD, ESD, WHS 
Date: 11 MAR2025 Authority: EO 13526 + 5 U .S .C. 552 
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June 29 , 1973 
NUMBER C - 50 30�  ·44 

ASD ( I SA) 

Department of Defense Directive 

SUBJECT Military Ope rations in or Near  P olitically S ens itive 
A r e4s _ ( U )  

Refs : (a )  OoD D i rec.t i 'Je C -5030 . 43 , " S i gn i f i cant M i l i ta ry 
Exe rc i ses  ( U ) , 1 1  Ma rch 26 , 1 9 70 ( U ) 

( b) DoD D i re ctive C - 5 0 3 0 .  44 , s ubj e c t  a s  above , (U ) ,  
Ma rch 2 6 ,  1 9 70 (he reby c an c e lled) 

I .  ( U )  PURPOSE AND RE I S SUAN CE 

Th i s  D i rect i ve p rov i des po l i cy and gu i dance rega rd­
i ng m i l i ta ry ope rat i ons i n  or  nea r geog raph i c  a reas 
des i gnated by the Depa rtmen t of Sta te as po l i t i ­
ca l l y sens i t i ve .  I t  re i s s ues re fe rence ( b ) wh i ch 
i s  he reby s upe rseded and cance l l ed .  

I I .  +I+ APPL I CAB I L I TY AND S COPE 

( U )  A . The p rov i s i ons of th i s  D i rect i ve app l y to the 
M i l i ta ry Depa rtments , t he Jo i n t  Ch i e fs  of  
S ta f f ,  the  Ass i s tant  Sec re ta ry of Defense 
( I n te rna t i ona l Secu r i ty Affa i r s } , and t he 
Ass i s tan t Sec reta ry of Defense ( Pub l i c  
Affa i rs ) . 

� B .  Comba t - re l ated m i l i ta ry ope ra t i ons  and  peace ­
t i me  reconna i s sance ope ra t i ons  a re exc l uded 
f rom the scope of th i s  D i rec t i ve .  

( U )  C .  S i gn i f i cant  m i l i ta ry exe rc i ses , as  d i s t i n ­
gu i s hed  f rom m i l i ta ry ope ra t i ons , a re 
gove rned by re fe rence (a ) . 

1 1 1 . � DE F I N I T I ONS  

� A .  A m i l i ta ry ope ra t i on i nvo l ve s  the ca r ry i ng 
out of a s t rateg i c ,  tact i ca l , se rv i ce , 
t ra i n i ng ,  or  adm i n i s t ra t i ve m i l i ta ry m i s s i on .  
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GONFIBENJIAL 

"8+ B .  A s i  n i f i cant  m i 1 i ta r  o e rat i on ,  fo r the pu rpose of 
t i s D i rect i ve ,  i s  def i ned as : 

1 .  A m i l i ta ry ope rat i on hav i ng a s t ra teg i c , tac t J ca J  
o r  t ra i n i ng m i l i ta ry m i s s i on ,  conducted e i the r l n  
or  ove r a count ry (wh i ch i nc l udes i t s te r r i to r i a l  
seas as recogn i zed by the Un i ted States )  des i g ­
nated po l i t i ca l l y  sens i t i ve , o r  i n  o r  ove r a sea 
des i gnated po l i t i ca l l y  sens i t i ve .  I f  a wa rsh i p  
i n  the exe rc i se of i ts r i gh t of i nnocent  passage 
t rans i ts fo re i gn te r r i tor i a l seas i n  a rout i ne 
manne r ,  the t rans i t  i s  not rega rded as a 
s i gn i f i cant m i l i ta ry ope ra t i on .  Howeve r ,  i n nocent  
passage th rough te r r i to r i a l  seas does not confe r 
t he r i ght  to conduct m i l i ta ry ope rat i ons  i n  such 
wate rs . 

2 .  A m i l i ta ry ope rat i on conducted nea r a po l i t i ca l l y  
sens i t i ve a rea when such  an ope rat i on con s t i tutes 
a change of  s i gn i f i cant  nature i n  the type , s i ze ,  
f requency o r  l oca l e  o f  Un i ted S tates m i l i ta ry 
p resence .  

Jtt!f C .  Po l i t i ca l l y sens i t i ve a reas a re geog raph i ca l  l and or 
wate r a reas des i gnated by the Depa rtment of S tate as 
be i ng po l i t i ca l l y  sens i t i ve w i th rega rd to the 
conduct of  m i l i ta ry ope rat i ons . Geog raph i ca l  a reas 
may be added o r  de l eted as  po l i t i ca l l y  sens i t i ve at 
any app rop r i ate t i me ;  howeve r ,  a j o i nt S ta te/Defense 
rev i ew of  the cur rency of sens i t i ve a reas w i l l  be 
made a t  l ea s t  eve ry s i x months . 

I V . � POL I CY AND RES PONS I B I L f T I ES  

The Depa rtment of Defense w i l l  take spec i a l  ca re i n  
s chedu l i ng o r  conduct i ng m i l i ta ry ope ra t i ons i n  o r  nea r 
geog raph i c  a reas wh i ch a re cons i de red by the Depa rtment  
of  S ta te to  b e  po l i t i ca l l y  sens i t i ve from the s tandpo i n t 
of  U . S .  fo re i gn re l at i ons  and w i l l  coope rate c l ose l y  
w i th the Department of S ta te i n  ca r ry i ng out  t h i s  po l i cy ,  
as  fo l l ows : 

� A .  The Ass i s tant Sec re ta r  of De fense I n te rnat i ona l 
Secu r i ty Affa i rs w i l l : 
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2 .  Not i fy the Depa rtment o f  S tate o f  s i gn i f i cant 
m i l i ta ry ope ra t i ons s chedu l ed to be conducted i n  o r  
nea r po l i t i ca l l y  sens i t i ve areas . Adv r se the 
Jo i nt C h i e fs of S ta ff when a ques t i on a r i ses as to 
the s chedu l i ng o r  conduct of a m i l i ta ry ope rat i on 
of  th i s  type . 

-+e,- s .  The Ass i s tant Sec reta ry of Defense ( Pub l i c  Affa i r s )  w i 1 1 :  

1 .  Cons u l t w i th the Depa rtment of S tate and the Un i ted 
S tates  I nfo rma t i on Agency rega rd i ng pub l i c  affa i rs 
aspects  of s i gn i f i cant m i l i ta ry ope rat i ons  i n  or  
nea r po l i t i ca l l y  sens i t i ve a reas . 

2 .  Adv i se the Ass i s tant  Sec reta ry of  De fense ( I SA) 
and the Jo i nt Ch i efs  of S taff  rega rd i ng s uch pub l i c  
a f fa i rs  aspects .  

� C . The Jo i nt Ch i efs of Staff  w i l l :  

1 .  Corrrnun i cate to a l l un i f i ed and spec i f i ed commands , 
and to the m i l i ta ry se rv i ces , the l i s ts of 
po l i t i ca l l y  sens i t i ve a reas refe r red to i n  
pa ra g raph A . 1 .  above . 

2 .  I n s u re that spec i a l  ca re i s  taken b y  the commande rs 
of un i f i ed and s pec i f i ed commands , and by the 
m i l i ta ry se rv i ces  i n  s chedu l i ng and conduct i ng 
m i l i ta ry ope rat i ons  i n  o r  nea r po l i t i ca l l y  
sens i t i ve a reas .  

3 . Not i fy the Sec re ta ry of  Defense of signjfjcant 
m i l i ta ry ope ra t ions  s chedu l ed to be conducted i n  
o r  nea r po l i t i ca l l y  sens i t i ve areas . 

4 .  Take necessa ry s teps to corrmun i ca te t he v i ews of 
the Depa rtmen t of S ta te to the co,rrnand  o r  m i l i ta ry 
se rv i ce respons i b l e  fo r schedu l i ng and conduct i ng 
that s ign i f i cant m i l i ta ry ope rat i on .  

� D .  The m i l i t a ry se rv i ces w i l l  not i fy the Jo i n t Ch i e fs .of  
S ta f f  when a quest i on a r i ses rega rd i ng the p rop r i ety of  
m i l i ta ry ope rat i on s  s ched u l ed or  conducted by  them· i n  
o r  nea r  po l i t i ca l l y  sen s i t i ve a reas , fo r comp l i ance w i t h  
the fo rego i ng p rocedu res . 
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V .  (U)  E FFE CT I VE DATE AND I MPLEMENTAT I O N 

Th i s  D i rect i ve I s  e ffect i ve i mmed i ate l y . Ten cop f es of 
i mp l ement i ng i ns t ruct i ons  sha l l be forwa rded to the 
Ass i s tant Sec reta ry of Defense ( I SA) w i th i n  60 days . 
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