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general purpose of which is to prevent injury to the quality of agency decisions. The exemption 
protects not merely documents, such as predecisional documents, recommendations, and 
opinions on legal or policy matters, but also the integrity of the deliberative process itself where 
the exposure of that process would result in harm. 

Exemption (b)(6) exempts from disclosure personnel and similar files, the disclosure of which 
would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. Exemption (b)(7)(C) 
provides protection for law enforcement information and records compiled for law enforcement 
purposes, the disclosure of which "could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted 
invasion of personal privacy". Exemption (b)(7)(C) is routinely applied to protect the personal 
privacy interest of law enforcement personnel involved in conducting investigations. Disclosure 
of the mere fact that an individual is mentioned in an agency's law enforcement files carries a 
stigmatizing connotation cognizable under FOIA Exemption (b )(7)(C). See, e.g., Fund for 
Constitutional Government v. National Archives & Records Service, 656 F.2d 856, 865 (D.C. 
Cir. 1981). Numerous courts have recognized that individuals' privacy interests are substantial 
given the nature of law enforcement records, whether they are suspects, informants, witnesses or 
investigators. See, e.g., Fitzgibbon v. CIA, 911 F.2d 755, 767 (D.C. Cir. 1990); Dunkelberger v. 
DOJ, 906 F.2d 779, 781 (D.C.Cir.1990); Stern v. FBI, 737 F.2d 84, 91-92 (D.C. Cir. 1984)); see 
also Neely v. FBI, 208 F.3d 461, 464-66 (4th Cir. 2000). Among other concerns, an individual's 
connection to particular investigations can result in harassment, annoyance, and embarrassment. 
See, e.g., Halpern v. FBI, 181 F.3d 279, 296-97 (2nd Cir.1999); Manna v. DOJ, 51 F.3d 1158, 
1166 (3rd Cir.), cert. denied, 516 U.S. 975, 116 S. Ct. 477, 133 L.Ed.2d 405 (1995); Nix v. 
United States, 572 F .2d 998, 1005-06 ( 4th Cir.1978). 

Exemption (b )(7)(E) affords protection to all law enforcement information that "would disclose 
techniques and procedures for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose 
guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could reasonably 
be expected to risk circumvention of the law." 

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and 
national security records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S.C. § 552(c) (2006 & 
Supp. IV 2010). This response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of 
the FOIA. This is a standard notification that is given to all our requesters and should be taken 
as an indication that excluded records do, or do not, exist. 

You may contact our FOIA Public Liaison, Frank LaRocca at (202) 358-2575 for any further 
assistance and to discuss any aspects of your request. Additionally, you may contact the Office 
of Government Information Services (OGIS) at the National Archives and Records 
Administration to inquire about the FOIA mediation services they offer. The contact information 
for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government Information Services, National Archives and 
Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 20740-6001, e-mail 
at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile at 202-
741-5769. 

You also have the right to appeal this initial determination to the NASA OIG FOIA Appeal 
Designee. Pursuant to 14 CFR §1206.700(b), the appeal must (1) be in writing; (2) be addressed 
to the following: 



NASA, Office of Inspector General 
Headquarters 
300 E Street, S.W., Suite 8V39 
Washington, D.C. 20546-0001 
Attn: Robert Steinau, NASA OIG Senior Official; 

(3) be identified clearly on the envelope and in the letter as "Freedom oflnformation Act 
Appeal"; (4) include a copy of the request for the Agency record and a copy of the adverse initial 
determination; (5) to the extent possible, state the reasons why the requester believes the adverse 
initial determination should be reversed; and (6) must be postmarked and sent to the NASA OIG 
Senior Official within 90 calendar days of the date ofreceipt of the initial determination. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Graham 

Michael 

Graham 

Acting Assistant Inspector General for Investigations 
OIG FOIA Officer - Investigations 
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The case was criminally declined from the District of Maryland, Southern District, Department 
fl . (b) (6), (b) (?)(C) d' 1 d (b)(611 fi . ff'l' . h u . . f C l'fi . (b) (5) o ustlce as 1sc ose ore1gn a 1 iat10n to t e mvers1ty o a 1 ornia. 

This investigation was referred to the NASAs Acquisition Integrity Program (AIP) for potential 
administrative remedies related to the University of California and is pending AIP actions 
deemed appropriate. 

Based on the aforementioned, no further investigative activity is required. This matter is closed. 

Prepared by: (b) (6), (b) (7)(C), GSFC 
DISTR: File 

CLASSIFICATION: WARNING 
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CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION 

This document is the property of the NASA Office of Inspector General and is on 
loan to your agency. Contents may not be disclosed to any party under 
investigation nor may this document be distributed outside the receiving agency 
without the specific prior authorization of the Assistant Inspector General for 
Investigations. 





(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

Approved: 

discussed the NASA OIG 's mission, structure, and results from previous investigations and 
audits. It was explained that the NASA OIG had a large interest in the audits performed by the 
firms and the referrals of fraud indicators discovered during the audits. A pro-forma fraud 
indicator referral and guidelines was also presented. NASA OIG informational pamphlets and 
business cards were passed out to each firm, with guidance that they could call at any time to 
discuss potential fraud indicators. 
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The NASA OIG initiated the Investigative Analyst Division (IAD) which incorporated many of 
the investigative procedures which were being conducted for this proactive investigation. Based 
upon the work being done by the IAD, and the completion of all current work, this investigation 
is now closed. 
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This effort led to participation in a fraud briefing for NASA OP during the OP Quarterly 
Webinar, "Contract Mitigation Strategies, EPO Roadshow & IPMDAR Rollout" event. 
Approximately 345 participants from NASA centers nationwide were present. 
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The KSC RA recently participated in a series of five NASA Acquisition Integrity Program (AIP) 
fraud briefings, both virtually and in person, where several hundred NASA employees attended. 
AIP worked with the KSC RA to update their fraud briefing that was used nationwide. These 
briefings will continue every two years, and as such, the NASA OIG/ AIP partnership has been 
strengthened. 

Since November 2017, this proactive project has been instrumental in disseminating the NASA 
OIG mission by establishing relationships through outreach, instruction, and fraud briefings. 
This effort will now continue organically. 

One matter involving a steel supplier was preliminarily examined under this proactive, but no 
separate spinoff was initiated. 

This proactive project is closed. 
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