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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

http://www.blm.gov 

In Reply Refer To: 
1278-FOIA (640) 
FOIA# 2020-000415 
Via email 

May 12, 2025 

This letter is a final response to your Freedom oflnformation Act (FOIA) request, dated 
December 27, 2019. The tracking number is 2020-000415. In your letter, you asked for the 
following: 

"email (TO or FROM or CC) that includes the phrase "Burning Man" in each of the 
following email accounts: William Perry Pendley, Acting Director, BIM Michael D. 
Nedd, Deputy Director for Operations Kathleen Benedetto, Senior Advisor Barbara 
Etgers, Tara M Rigler, Jeff Kauss, Christopher J McAlear, Kristin M Bail. " 

For this final response, BLM is providing 117 pages which are determined to be responsive to 
your request. Additionally, (4) pages are withheld in full under Exemption 5 of the FOIA. 

Exemption 5 allows an agency to withhold "inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or 
letters which would not be available by law to a party ... in litigation with the agency." 5 U.S.C. 
§ 552(b)(5). Exemption 5 therefore incorporates the privileges that protect materials from 
discovery in litigation, including the deliberative process, attorney work-product, attorney-client, 
and commercial information privileges. We are withholding the requested records in part under 
Exemption 5 because they qualify to be withheld both because it meets the Exemption 5 
threshold of being inter-agency or intra-agency and under the following privileges. 

Deliberative Process Privilege 

The deliberative process privilege protects the decision-making process of government agencies 
and encourages the frank exchange of ideas on legal or policy matters by ensuring agencies are 
not forced to operate in a fishbowl. A number of policy purposes have been attributed to the 
deliberative process privilege, such as: (1) assuring that subordinates will feel free to provide the 
decisionmaker with their uninhibited opinions and recommendations; (2) protecting against 



premature disclosure of proposed policies; and (3) protecting against confusing the issues and 
misleading the public. 

The deliberative process privilege protects materials that are both predecisional and 
deliberative. The privilege covers records that reflect the give-and-take of the consultative 
process and may include recommendations, draft documents, proposals, suggestions, and other 
subjective documents which reflect the personal opinions of the writer rather than the policy of 
the agency. 
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The materials that have been withheld under the deliberative process privilege of Exemption 5 
are both predecisional and deliberative. They do not contain or represent formal or informal 
agency policies or decisions. They are the result of frank and open discussions among 
employees of the Department of the Interior. Their contents have been held confidential by all 
parties and public dissemination of this information would expose the agency's decision-making 
process in such a way as to discourage candid discussion within the agency, and thereby 
undermine its ability to perform its mandated functions. 

The deliberative process privilege does not apply to records created 25 years or more before the 
date on which the records were requested. 

Attorney Work-Product Privilege 

As incorporated into Exemption 5, the attorney work-product privilege protects from disclosure 
any materials prepared by or for a party or its representative (including their attorney, consultant, 
surety, indemnitor, insurer, or agent) in anticipation of litigation or for trial. The privilege 
applies once specific claims have been identified that make litigation probable; the actual 
beginning of litigation is not required. Its purpose is to protect the adversarial trial process by 
insulating litigation preparation from scrutiny, as it is believed that the integrity of our system 
would suffer if adversaries were entitled to probe each other's thoughts and plans concerning the 
case. The privilege extends to administrative, as well as judicial proceedings. Once the 
determination is made that records are protected from disclosure by the attorney work-product 
privilege, the entire contents of those records are exempt from disclosure under FOIA. 

The materials that have been withheld under Exemption 5 under the attorney work-product 
privilege were prepared by or for a Departmental attorney in reasonable anticipation of litigation. 
Thus, we conclude that the withheld materials are protected in full from disclosure by the 
attorney work-product privilege of Exemption 5. 

Attorney-Client Privilege 

The attorney-client privilege protects confidential communications between an attorney and his 
client relating to a legal matter for which the client has sought professional advice and is not 
limited to the context of litigation. Moreover, although it fundamentally applies to confidential 
facts divulged by a client to his/her attorney, this privilege also encompasses any opinions given 
by an attorney to his/her client based upon, and thus reflecting, those facts, as well as 
communications between attorneys that reflect confidential client-supplied information. 

.. 
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The information that has been withheld under the attorney-client privilege of Exemption 5 
constitutes confidential communications between agency attorneys and agency clients," "Federal 
attorneys and agency clients related to legal matters for which the client sought professional legal 
assistance and services. Additionally, the employees who communicated with the attorneys 
regarding this information were clients of the attorneys at the time the information was generated 
and the attorneys were acting in their capacities as lawyers at the time they communicated legal 
advice. Finally, the BLM has held this information confidential and has not waived the attorney­
client privilege. 

Ryan Witt, Bureau of Land Management (BLM) FOIA Officer, is responsible for this partial 
denial. Alexi L. Qvarnstrom, Attorney-Advisor in the Office of the Solicitor, was consulted. 

We do not bill requesters for FOIA processing fees when their fees are less than $50.00, because 
the cost of collection would be greater than the fee collected. See 43 C.F.R. § 2.37(g). Therefore, 
there is no billable fee for the processing of this request. 

Appeal Rights 

You may appeal this response to the Department's FOIA/Privacy Act Appeals Officer. If you 
choose to appeal, the FOIA/Privacy Act Appeals Officer must receive your FOIA appeal no later 
than 90 workdays from the date of this final response. Appeals arriving or delivered after 5:00 
p.m. Eastern Time, Monday through Friday, will be deemed received on the next workday. 

Your appeal must be made in writing. You may submit your appeal and accompanying materials 
to the FOIA/Privacy Act Appeals Officer by mail, courier service, fax, or email. All 
communications concerning your appeal should be clearly marked with the words: "FREEDOM 
OF INFORMATION APPEAL." Send your appeal and accompanying materials to: 
Department of Interior 
Office of the Solicitor 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
MS-6556 MIB 
Washington, DC 20240 
Attn: FOIA/Privacy Act Appeals Office 
Telephone:(202)208-5339 
Fax:(202)208-6677 
Email: FOIA.Appeals@sol.doi.gov 

You must include an explanation of why you believe the BLM' s response is in error. Please 
include your name, daytime telephone number ( or the name and telephone number f an appropriate 
contact), email address, and fax number (if available). Your contact information is required in case 
the FOIA/Privacy Act Appeals Officer needs additional information or clarification. You must 
include copies of all correspondence between you and the BLM concerning your FOIA request, 
including the original FOIA request and the BLM' s response. 

Additionally, as part of the 2007 amendments, the Office of Government Information Services 
(OGIS) was created to offer mediation services to resolve disputes between FOIA requesters and 
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Federal Agencies as non-exclusive alternative to litigation. Using OGIS services does not affect 
your right to pursue litigation. You may contact OGIS in any of the following ways: 

Office of Government Information Services 
National Archives and Records Administration 
8601 Adelphi Road - OGIS 
College Park, MD 20740-6001 
E-mail: ogis@nara.gov 
Web: https://www.archives.gov/ogis 
Telephone: 202-741-5770 
Toll-free: 1-877-684-6448 

Please note that using OGIS services does not affect the timing of filing an appeal with the 
Department's FOIA & Privacy Act Appeals Officer. 

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and 
national security records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S.C. § 552(c) (2006 & 
Supp. IV (2010). This response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of 
the FOIA. This is a standard notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be 
taken as an indication that excluded records do, or do not, exist. 

Contact information for the Department's FOIA Public Liaison, who you may also seek dispute 
resolution services from, is available at https://www.doi.gov/foialfoiacenters. 

If you have any questions regarding this request, please contact Kenneth Perry, BLM 
Government Information Specialist, at (720) 281-1649 or via email at 
BLM _ WO _FOIA@blm.gov. 

Sincerely, 
Ryan Witt 
FOIA Officer 
Bureau of Land Management 



From: "Press, BLM" <blm _press@blm.gov> 
To: "Goodwin, Nicholas" <nicholas_goodwin@ios.doi.gov> 

Cc: Beverly Winston <bwinston@blm.gov>, Jeff Krause <jkrauss@blm.gov>, Carol Danko 
<carol_ danko@ios.doi.gov>, Melissa Brown <melissa _ brown@ios.doi.gov> 

Subject: Re: FOR REVIEW: Draft BLM Press Statement on Burning Man lawsuit 
Date: Wed, 18 Dec 2019 22:52:47 +0000 

Importance: Normal 
Inline-Images: image00 1.png; icon finder _youtube-square-shadow-social-media _ 765073 .png 

Thanks. Will send to them. 

On Wed, Dec 18, 2019 at 5:45 PM Goodwin, Nicholas <nicholas goodwin@ios.doi.gov> wrote: 
SOL approve given it's a lawsuit? If so, I'm good. 

Nick Goodwin 
Communications Director 
Office of the Secretary 

.S. Department of the Interior 
#: (202) 412-2249 

��� 

On Wed, Dec 18, 2019 at 12:55 PM Press, BLM <blm=-.Rress@blm.gov> wrote: 
Hi Nick, 

See proposed statement below, which Amanda has cleared. Please advise if good to share or if any changes 
are needed: 

DRAFT BLM Press Statement on Burning Man lawsuit: 

"Burning Man is the largest annual event on America's public lands, with more than 70,000 people now 
converging on the Black Rock Desert in late summer each year. To ensure public safety and environmental 
compliance around this huge undertaking, the BLM issues a Special Recreation Permit that includes a 
commercial use fee. As set by regulation, this fee equals three percent of the adjusted gross income derived 
from the authorized use, plus any applicable assigned site fee and/or exclusive use fee, as well as cost 
recovery including application fees." 

- BLM Spokesperson 

I 

Kind regards, 

Greg 

On Wed, Dec 18, 2019 at 9:21 AM Press, BLM <blm=-.Rress@blm.gov> wrote: 
Good morning Nick. We have a draft statement in review, currently with Amanda. Will send it up your 
way when ready. 

#348514.1 
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Best, 

Greg Fuhs 
Acting BLM Spokesperson 

On Tue, Dec 17, 2019 at 1 0:06 PM Goodwin, Nicholas <nicholas�oodwin@ios.doi.gov> wrote: 
BLM-

See the request below. Do you have a response prepared? 

Thanks, 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Kane, Jennifer <jkane2@reno.gannett.com> 
Date: Tue, Dec 1 7, 2019 at 5:41 PM 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BRC lawsuit (Burning Man) 
To: Interior Press@ios.doi.gov <Interior Press@ios.doi.gov> 

Hi, 

I am a reporter with the Reno Gazette Journal. I am inquiring about the recently filed BRC lawsuit. 
Please call me at my mobile (listed below) at your earliest convenience. 

Thank you, 

Jenny Kane 

Reporter 

reno gazette ournal 

PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK 

Mobile:775-250-7164 

Office: 775-788-6351 

rgi.com 

#348514.2 
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Nick Goodwin 
Department of the Interior 
(202) 412-2249 
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From: "Press, BLM" <blm _press@blm.gov> 
To: "Krauss, Jeff' <jkrauss@blm.gov> 

Subject: Re: URGENT -- Fwd: FOR REVIEW: Draft BLM Press Statement on Burning Man lawsuit 
Date: Thu, 26 Dec 2019 22: 14:37 +0000 

Importance: Normal 
Inline-Images: image00l.png 

Thanks, Jeff. Will do. 

Derrick. 

On Thu, Dec 26, 2019 at 3 :05 PM Krauss, Jeff <jkrauss@blm.gov> wrote: 
Yes, let's use the approved statement.Please send. Thanks. 

Jeff 

On Thu, Dec 26, 2019 at4:58 PM Press, BLM <blmyress@blm.gov> wrote: 
Hi Jeff: Re Burning Man. Here is an email string from last week with the lease attorney on the case about the 
statement. Looks like Cally was on it. Think we can use it? 

Derrick. 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Wenger, Lance <lance.wenger@sol.doi.gov> 
Date: Fri, Dec 20, 2019 at 2:25 PM 
Subject: Fwd: URGENT -- Fwd: FOR REVIEW: Draft BLM Press Statement on Burning Man lawsuit 
To: Cally Younger <callx.Y.ounger@sol.doi.gov>, Aaron Moody <aaron.moodY..@sol.doi.gov>, BLM Press 
<blm�ress@blm.gov>, Beverly Winston <bwinston@blm.gov>, Jeff Krauss <jkrauss@blm.gov>, 
Christopher Tollefson <ctollefson@blm.gov> 

Please see this revised draft from the lead attorney on the Burning Man case. 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Bogue, Janell <janell.bogue@sol.doi.gov> 
Date: Fri, Dec 20, 2019 at 1 :08 PM 
Subject: Re: URGENT-- Fwd: FOR REVIEW: Draft BLM Press Statement on Burning Man lawsuit 
To: Wenger, Lance <lance.wenger@sol.doi.gov>, Zahedi, Nancy <Nanc)'.'..Zahedi@sol.doi.gov> 

My edited version is below. Safer to say that Burning Man is one of the largest events ... Glamis might be bigger but there's no SRP. 
Also, total population is now 80k. 

"Burning Man is one of the largest annual events on America's public lands, with approximately 80,000 people now converging on 
the Black Rock Desert in late summer each year. To ensure public safety and environmental compliance around this huge 
undertaking, the BLM issues a Special Recreation Permit that includes a commercial use fee. As set by regulation, this fee equals 
three percent of the adjusted gross income derived from the authorized use, plus any applicable assigned site fee and/or exclusive use 
fee, as well as cost recovery including application fees." 

Janell Bogue 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
Office of the Solicitor, Pacific Southwest Region 

#348479.1 
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2800 Cottage Way, E-1712, Sacramento, CA 95825 
Phone 916.978.5690 
Fax 916.978.5694 
janell.bogue@sol.do i .gov 

On Fri, Dec 20, 2019 at 1 :00 PM Wenger, Lance <lance.wenger@sol.doi.gov> wrote: 
Hi Janell, 

Could you please quickly review this draft press statement and let me know whether it is accurate (as well 
as include any necessary revisions)? 

Thanks. 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Moody, Aaron <aaron.moodY-.@sol.doi.gov> 
Date: Fri, Dec 20, 2019 at 1 0:18 AM 
Subject: Re: FOR REVIEW: Draft BLM Press Statement on Burning Man lawsuit 
To: Hill, Jason <jason.hill@sol.doi.gov>, Lance Wenger <lance.wenger@sol.doi.gov> 
Cc: Press, BLM <blm=1:2[§@blm.gov>, Younger, Cally <callY.,Y.Ounger@sol.doi.gov>, Karen Hawbecker 
<karen.hawbecker@sol.doi.gov>, Beverly S Winston <BWinston@bim.gov>, Jeff Krauss 
<jkrauss@blm.gov>, Christopher Tollefson <ctollefson@blm.gov> 

Looping Lance Wenger in Sacramento. 

-Aaron 

Aaron G. Moody 
Associate Solicitor 
Division of Land Resources 
Office of the Solicitor 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
202-208-3495 (o) 
202-309-6928 (c) 

NOTICE: This e-mail (including attachments) is intended for the use of the individual or entity to which it is 
addressed. It may contain information that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected by applicable law. 
If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, copying, or use 
of this e-mail or its contents is strictly prohibited. If you receive this e-mail in error, please notify the sender 
immediately and destroy all copies. 

On Fri, Dec 20, 2019 at 1: 13  PM Hill, Jason <jason.hill@sol.doi.gov> wrote: 
This is a DLR issue. DMR will let Aaron and Cally respond. 

On Fri, Dec 20, 2019 at 12:41 PM Press, BLM <blm�ress@bLm.gov> wrote: 
Hi, just checking back in on this statement. At this point most if not all of the stories related to these 
inquiries have already run, so it may be an OBE situation. But we may still want to have an approved 
statement in our back pocket in case further related inquiries come in. 

Thanks, 

Greg 

#348479.2 
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On Wed, Dec 18, 2019 at 6:06 PM Hill, Jason <jason.hill@sol.doi.gov> wrote: 
looping in Cally and Aaron. 

On Wed, Dec 18, 2019 at 5:59 PM Press, BLM <blm=12ress@blm.gov> wrote: 
Hi Karen and Jason, 

See proposed draft statement for use in response to inquiries the Burning Man lawsuit. DOI 
Comrns is good with it but asked that we run past SOL since it's regarding a lawsuit. Please 
advise. 

-G 

DRAFT BLM Press Statement on Burning Man lawsuit: 

"Burning Man is the largest annual event on America's public lands, with more than 70,000 
people now converging on the Black Rock Desert in late summer each year. To ensure public 
safety and environmental compliance around this huge undertaking, the BLM issues a Special 
Recreation Permit that includes a commercial use fee. As set by regulation, this fee equals three 
percent of the adjusted gross income derived from the authorized use, plus any applicable 
assigned site fee and/or exclusive use fee, as well as cost recovery including application fees." 

- BLM Spokesperson 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Press, BLM <blm=12ress@blm.gov> 
Date: Wed, Dec 18, 2019 at 12:54 PM 
Subject: FOR REVIEW: Draft BLM Press Statement on Burning Man lawsuit 
To: Goodwin, Nicholas <nicholas goodwin@ios.doi.gov> 
Cc: Beverly Winston <bwinston@blm.gov>, Jeff Krause <jkrauss@blm.gov>, Carol Danko 
<carol danko@ios.doi.gov>, Melissa Brown <melissa brown@ios.doi.gov> 

Hi Nick, 

See proposed statement below, which Amanda has cleared. Please advise if good to share or if 
any changes are needed: 

DRAFT BLM Press Statement on Burning Man lawsuit: 

"Burning Man is the largest annual event on America's public lands, with more than 70,000 
people now converging on the Black Rock Desert in late summer each year. To ensure public 
safety and environmental compliance around this huge undertaking, the BLM issues a Special 
Recreation Permit that includes a commercial use fee. As set by regulation, this fee equals three 
percent of the adjusted gross income derived from the authorized use, plus any applicable 
assigned site fee and/or exclusive use fee, as well as cost recovery including application fees." 

- BLM Spokesperson 

Kind regards, 

Greg 

#348479.3 



On Wed, Dec 18, 2019 at 9:21 AM Press, BLM <blm___P-ress@blm.gov> wrote: 
Good morning Nick. We have a draft statement in review, currently with Amanda. Will send it 
up your way when ready. 

Best, 

Greg Fuhs 
Acting BLM Spokesperson 

On Tue, Dec 17, 2019 at 10:06 PM Goodwin, Nicholas <nicholas goodwin@ios.doi.gov> 
wrote: 

BLM-

See the request below. Do you have a response prepared? 

Thanks, 

---------- Fo1warded message ---------
From: Kane, Jennifer <jkane2@reno.gannett.com> 
Date: Tue, Dec 1 7, 2019 at 5:41 PM 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BRC lawsuit (Burning Man) 
To: Interior Press@ios.doi.gov <Interior Press@ios.doi.gov> 

Hi, 

I am a reporter with the Reno Gazette Journal. I am inquiring about the recently filed BRC 
lawsuit. Please call me at my mobile (listed below) at your earliest convenience. 

Thank you, 

Jenny Kane 

Reporter 

reno gazette Journal 

PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK 

Mobile: 775- 250- 7164 

Office: 77 5- 788- 6351 

#348479.4 
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Nick Goodwin 
Department of the Interior 
(202) 412-2249 

Lance Wenger 
Regional Solicitor - Pacific Southwest Region 
Office of the Solicitor 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

(916) 978-5682 

Lance Wenger 
Regional Solicitor - Pacific Southwest Region 
Office of the Solicitor 
US. Department o

f 
the Interior 

(916) 978-5682 
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From: Amanda Kaster <akaster@blm.gov> 
To: "Press, BLM" <blm _press@blm.gov> 
Cc: Beverly S Winston <BWinston@blm.gov>, Jeff Krauss <jkrauss@blm.gov>, Christopher 

Tollefson <ctollefson@blm.gov> 
Subject: Re: FOR REVIEW: Draft statement on Burning Man lawsuit 

Date: Wed, 18  Dec 2019 17:20:02 +0000 
Importance: Normal 

Not sure if the last sentence makes sense so I 've removed it. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Dec 17, 2019, at 4:39 PM, Press, BLM <blm=11ress@blm.gov> wrote: 

Hi Amanda, 

See draft statement below, which would be attributable to BLM Spokesperson, regarding the Burning Man 
lawsuit. We have a few media inquiries pending on this, basically wanting our comment on the allegation that 
we are consistently overcharging the event organizers. Appreciate if you can review it sooner than later. Bev 
has ok'd it for you to look at. After you it would go up to DOI Comms. 

Thanks, 

Greg 

DRAFT BLM Press Statement on Burning Man lawsuit: 

Burn ing Man is the largest annual event on America's pub l ic  lands, with more than 70 ,000 people 
now converg ing on the B lack Rock Desert in late summer each year. To ensu re publ ic safety and 
environmental compl iance around th is huge undertak ing,  the BLM issues a Specia l  Recreation 
Permit that i ncl udes a commercial use fee. As set by regu lation ,  this fee equals three percent of the 
adj usted gross income derived from the authorized use, plus any appl icab le assigned s ite fee and/or 
excl usive use fee ,  as wel l  as cost recovery i ncl ud ing appl ication fees. 

BLM Spokesperson 

#348567.1 



From: "Jason_ O'Neal, BLM _ WO" <him_ wo Jason_ o'neal@blm.gov> 
To: Michael Nedd <mnedd@blm.gov>, Jeff Brune <jbrune@blm.gov> 

Subject: Re: Priorities, Dashboard and Performance Metrics 
Date: Tue, 05 Nov 2019 17: 16: 55 +0000 

Importance: Normal 
Attachments: FY_ 2019 _OLES_ Accomplishment_ Memo.doc; FY_ 2020 _ OLES _Performance_ Metrics.doc 

Mike/Jeff, 

Attached please find the OLES FY19 Accomplishments as well as the FY20 Priorities. Without a previous 
example we utilized the priorities outlined in the OLES Director's FY 19 performance plan. Please let me know 
if this will meet your needs or if you would like to see something different. I can get you a signed copy upon my 
return to DC next week however wanted to provide them immediately to you electronically as they are overdue. 

Thanks, 

Jason O'Neal 

Acting Director 

U.S. Department of the Interior 

Bureau of Land Management 

Office of Law Enforcement and Security 

202- 440- 2748 phone 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  Th is message ( including al l  attachments) is intended exclusively for the ind ividual  or group to 
which it is addressed. This communication contains information that is proprietary, privileged, confidentia l ,  law 

enforcement sensitive or otherwise lega l ly exempt from d isclosure. If you are not the named addressee, you are not 
authorized to read ,  print, reta in ,  copy or d isseminate th is message or any part of it. If you have received this message in  

error, please notify the sender immediately by email and delete al l  copies of th is message. 

On Wed, Sep 11, 2019 at 8:1 7 AM Michael Nedd <mnedd@blm.gov> wrote: 

Hello Team, 

To follow- up on my August 29 e- mail: 

For those of you that developed and maintained a FY19 Dashboard (I 've attached WO-300 as an example 
in the even you're not familiar with the it) please submit your completed copy along with your FY19 
Performance Plan accomplishments that is due October 11 . 

#348477.1 



- Please submit to me (cc Jeff B) a copy of your Directorate's FY20 priorities by October 25. 

As you finalize your prio1ities, please remember that it is not necessary for each Directorate/Center to list an 
item within each Secretarial priority. Instead, I 'm suggesting that you focus on where your Directorate/Center 
will have the most meaningful impact on "big ticket" items you plan to accomplish in FY2020 and maybe ask 
yourself the following: 

I )  What do you want your Directorate/Center to be recognized for at the end of the fiscal year? 

2) How will you accomplish what you truly care about this year? 

3) How do your Directorate's (or Center) goals fit into the Secretary's priorities? Be specific. 

Lastly, I realize that some of you are new and we have not had an opportunity to discuss performance metrics. 
That said, in the near future I would like to continue our discussions about performance metrics. Attached is a 
copy of some work WO- 300 did a couple of years ago and a number of the items (APDs, EOis, Bonding 
Reviews) are now incorporated into our business processes. However, I'm aware that we have gotten a 
number of SOs with more defined timeframes, so this is an evolving effmt. 

Thanks for your leadership and as always, I truly appreciate the work you and your team are doing. 

Please don't hesitate to contact me if you have any questions . . .  

'lake care analiave a wonaerfu( day! : )  

:M.icliae{ 'D. Nedd 

202-208-3801 Office 

202-208-5242 fax 

mnedd@6{m.gov 

..'A. tfiouelit to consider "'Do a[[ tfie 900a you can, in a[[ tfie ways you can, for aff tfie 
peopCe you can, wliiCe you can!" 

#348477.2 
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From: "Ronald (Rudy) Evenson" <revenson@blm.gov> 
To: Christopher I Bush <cbush@blm.gov>, Beverly Winston <bwinston@blm.gov>, Christopher 

Rose <crose@blm.gov>, Jeff Krauss <jkrauss@blm.gov> 
Subject: Please add Jenny Kane at Reno Gazette Journal to distribution list for any BLM-WO or DOI 

statement re Burning Man litigation 
Date: Tue, 1 7  Dec 20 1 9  22:47: 03 +0000 

Importance: Normal 

Hey Bev and Jeff, 

This is to let you know that Jenny Kane of the Reno Gazette-] oumal 
called today regarding the Burning Man lawsuit. I told her that BLM 
Nevada would likely have no comment on the lawsuit but that BLM 
national and DOI were considering making a statement. If you all do 
send out a statement to the other outlets who inquired, could you 
please also send it to her? Her deadline is 5 pm Pacific time today. I 
also referred her to press@ios.doi.gov. Thanks. (Her email is 
jkane@rgj .com.) 

Rudy Evenson 
Deputy Chief of Communications 
Bureau of Land Management 
Nevada State Office 
1 340 Financial Blvd. Reno NV 89502 
o: 775-861-641 l c: 775-223-3 1 5 8  

#348480.1 



From: William Pendley <wpendley@blm.gov> 
To: Todd Willens <todd _ willens@ios.doi.gov> 

Subject: NV permits 
Date: Wed, 04 Dec 201 9  1 4:43:38 +0000 

Importance: Normal 

On my way. Best, Perry 

William Perry Pendley, Esq. 
Deputy Director, Policy and Programs 
U.S. Bureau of Land Management 
1 849 C Street, N.W. Room 5655 
Washington, D.C. 20240-4250 
Office (202) 208-5670 
Mobile (202) 577-8036 

> On Dec 3, 2019, at 9 :59 PM, Todd Willens <todd_willens@ios.doi.gov> wrote: 
> 
> Tmrw, can you stop by to talk about the Burning Man permit. Thanks. 
> 
> Todd D. Willens 
> Chief of Staff 
> U.S. Department of the Interior 
> 202-208-3437 
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From: "Kaster, Amanda" <akaster@blm.gov> 
To: "Pendley, William" <wpendley@blm.gov> 

Subject: Re: NV permits 
Date: Tue, 17  Dec 2019 23:38: 31 +0000 

Importance: Normal 
Attachments: BM Memo 12- 17-19 - Final.docx 

Revised attached. 

- -

On Thu, Dec 1 2, 2019 at 9:26 AM Pendley, William <wpendleY-@blm.gov> wrote: 
Thank you. Best, Perry 
William Perry Pendley, Esq. 
Deputy Director, Policy and Programs 
Bureau of Land Management 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1 849 C Street, N.W., Room 5655 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
202- 208-5670; FAX 202-208- 5242 

On Thu, Dec 12, 20 19 at 9: 1 8  AM Kaster, Amanda <akaster@blm.gov> wrote: 
Yes, got it. 

On Thu, Dec 12, 2019 at 9:09 AM Pendley, William <wpendley_@blm.gov> wrote: 
Eager to get NV's rewrite of the one pager to provide to Todd on Monday. Thank you. Best, Perry 
William Perry Pendley, Esq. 
Deputy Director, Policy and Programs 
Bureau of Land Management 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W., Room 5655 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
202-208- 5670; FAX 202- 208- 5242 

---------- F 01warded message ---------
From: Willens, Todd <todd willens@ios.doi.gov> 
Date: Thu, Dec 5, 2019 at 8:43 AM 
Subject: Re: NV permits 
To: Pendley, William <wpendleY..@blm.gov> 
Cc: Amanda Kaster <akaster@blm.gov> 

10-4 

Todd D. Willens 
Chief of Staff 
U.S. Deoartment of the Interior 

1849 C Street. NW -- MIB Room 6154 
Washinll"ton. DC 20240 
Main office: 202-208-7351 

OTB: Every email I send or receive is suiject to release under the Freedom of Information Act. 
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On Thu, Dec 5, 2019 at 8:42 AM Pendley, William <wP-endlex.@blm.gov> wrote: 
We are getting you a one pager. Best, Perry 
William Pen-y Pendley, Esq. 
Deputy Director, Policy and Programs 
Bureau of Land Management 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W., Room 5655 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
202- 208-5670; FAX 202-208- 5242 

On Tue, Dec 3, 2019 at 9: 59 PM Todd Willens <todd willens@ios.doi.gov> wrote: 
Tmrw, can you stop by to talk about the Burning Man permit. Thanks. 

Todd D. Willens 
Chief of Staff 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
202-208-3437 

Amanda Kaster-Averill 
Bureau of Land Management 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
o: (202) 208-3027 

Amanda Kaster- Averill 
Bureau of Land Management 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
o: (202) 208-3027 
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DRAFT // DELIBERATIVE // CONFIDENTIAL // INTERNAL USE ONLY 

INFORMATION/BRIEFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: December 17, 2019 

FROM: Jon Raby, Nevada State Director 

SUBJECT: Status Report on the 2020 Burning Man Event 

On July 1 6, 20 19, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) signed the Record of Decision 
(ROD) for the Burning Man Event Special Recreation Permit (SRP) Renewal. The ROD 
adopted an adaptive management approach where the BLM monitors the event each year, and in 
the following year works with the permittee to address issues and impacts through stipulations 
and mitigation. The ROD states that "additional stipulations will be added to the SRP and be 
edited annually dependent on monitoring and necessary adaptive management measures." This 
approach has been used in the past for the Burning Man SRP, but was formalized in the EIS. 
Taking this approach requires the issuance of an annual SRP for each year's  event. While the 
stipulations are somewhat the same from year- to- year, it does allow the BLM, with the 
permittee, to address specific situations as they arise and reduce impacts in future years. 

In the past decade of BLM's administration of the SRP, this was needed in several situations 
including: 1 )  earlier gate opening times to address traffic back-up into the event; 2) flight 
restrictions due to wildfire in the surrounding area; and 3) implementation of a spill response 
plan in response to leaking fuel tanks. Without the ability to implement adaptive management 
and change stipulations on a yearly basis, the BLM cannot ensure public health and safety during 
the Burning Man event. Further, the issuance of a yearly permit is necessary to implement a cost 
recovery agreement for the BLM's administration of each year's event, as required by law, 
regulation, and policy. 

The BLM 2019 Burning Man Event planning team, the Nevada State Director, and 
representatives from the Burning Man Project (BMP) met in Reno on October 14, 20 19, to 
discuss the 2020 Burning Man Event. At the close of the meeting, the action items were as 
follows: 

• The BLM would consider BMP's request to return the event population to a peak 
population of 80,000. Further infonnation on anticipated population and the number of 
tickets to be sold were requested from BMP. 

• The BLM would send a letter affirming that dumpsters, concrete barriers, and private 
security would not be required for the 2020 event. 

• BLM and BMP would start discussing what items would be covered under the 
contracting memorandum of understanding (MOU). 

• BMP would submit their Special Recreation Permit (SRP) application. 

To date, the following has been accomplished: 
• The BLM sent their letter affirming that dumpsters, concrete barriers, and private security 

would not be required for the 2020 event. 
• BMP's SRP application was submitted on November 22, 2019. 

#348747.1 
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• An initial conference call was held concerning the contracting MOU before the end of 
October, but BMP has not agreed to schedule any other further conference calls or 
meetings. 

• BMP has not provided the requested information to the BLM needed to return the event 
to a peak population of 80,000. This information is needed since a Determination of 
NEPA Adequacy must be written and released to the public. 

• The BLM sent the Cost Recovery Agreement (CRA) for the first planning phase to BMP 
December 10, 2019. 

• The BLM planning team has submitted the scope-of- work for the Joint Operations Center 
government contract for the 2020 event for review by the National Operations Center. All 
other contracting is pending the establishment of the 2020 Cost Recovery Account. 
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From: "Pendley, William" <wpendley@blm.gov> 
To: "Kaster, Amanda" <akaster@blm.gov> 

Subject: Re: NV permits 
Date: Wed, 1 8  Dec 2019 1 2:31 :59 +0000 

Importance: Normal 

Thank you. See me. Best, Perry 
William Perry Pendley, Esq. 
Deputy Director, Policy and Programs 
Bureau of Land Management 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1 849 C Street, N.W., Room 5655 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
202-208- 5670; FAX 202-208-5242 

On Tue, Dec 17, 2019 at 6:38 PM Kaster, Amanda <akaster@blm.gov> wrote: 
Revised attached. 

On Thu, Dec 12, 2019 at 9:26 AM Pendley, William <wpendlex.@blm.gov> wrote: 
Thank you. Best, Perry 
William Perry Pendley, Esq. 
Deputy Director, Policy and Programs 
Bureau of Land Management 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W., Room 5655 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
202-208-5670; FAX 202- 208-5242 

On Thu, Dec 12, 2019 at 9: 1 8  AM Kaster, Amanda <akaster@blm.gov> wrote: 
Yes, got it. 

On Thu, Dec 1 2, 2019 at 9: 09 AM Pendley, William <wpendley_@blm.gov> wrote: 
Eager to get NV's rewrite of the one pager to provide to Todd on Monday. Thank you. Best, Perry 
William Perry Pendley, Esq. 

I 

Deputy Director, Policy and Programs 
Bureau of Land Management 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1 849 C Street, N.W., Room 5655 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
202- 208- 5670; FAX 202- 208- 5242 

--- --- --- - Forwarded message --- --- ---
From: Willens, Todd <todd willens@ios.doi.gov> 
Date: Thu, Dec 5, 20 19 at 8:43 AM 
Subject : Re: NV permits 
To: Pendley, William <�endley_@blm.gov> 
Cc: Amanda Kaster <akaster@blm.gov> 
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1 0-4 

Todd D. Willens 

Chief of Staff 

U.S .  Deoartment of the Interior 

1849 C Street. NW -- MIB Room 6154 

Washini:rton. DC 20240 

Main office: 202-208- 7351 

OTE: Every email I send or receive is sulject to release under the Freedom of Infartnation Act. 

On Thu, Dec 5, 2019 at 8:42 AM Pendley, William <w12endleY-@blm.gov> wrote: 
We are getting you a one pager. Best, Perry 
William Perry Pendley, Esq. 
Deputy Director, Policy and Programs 
Bureau of Land Management 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W., Room 5655 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
202-208- 5670; FAX 202- 208-5242 

On Tue, Dec 3, 2019 at 9:59 PM Todd Willens <todd willens@ios.doi.gov> wrote: 
Tmrw, can you stop by to talk about the Burning Man permit. Thanks. 

Todd D. Willens 
Chief of Staff 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
202- 208- 3437 

Amanda Kaster- Averill 
Bureau of Land Management 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
o: (202) 208- 3027 

Amanda Kaster- Averill 
Bureau of Land Management 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
o: (202) 208-3027 
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From: "Ralston, Jill" <jralston@blm.gov> 
To: "jkrauss@blm.gov" <jkrauss@blm.gov> 

Subject: Out of Office Re: Fwd: [EXTERNAL] Burning Man Letter 
Date: Thu, 2 1  Nov 201 9  08:55: 1 1 +0000 

Importance: Normal 

I am out of the office until November 2 1 st. If you need immediate 
assistance, please contact Patrick Wilkinson at p2wilkin@blm.gov or 
202-9 1 2-7 429 

Thank you, 
Jill Ralston 

Jill Ralston 

Legislative Affairs 

Bureau of Land Management 

Phone: (202) 912-7 1 73 

Cell: (202) 5 77-4299 
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From: Jeff Krauss <jkrauss@blm.gov> 
To: Beverly Winston <bwinston@blm.gov> 

Subject: Fwd: Correspondence Management Analyst, GS- 0301- 13 I Certificate Issued I NOC IA-
20 19- 0082 

Date: Mon, 04 Nov 2019 12:57: 34 +0000 
Importance: Normal 

Attachments: ATT0000 l .htm; GS- 0301- 13 _Correspondence_ Management_ Analyst_ WO- BC0 1654.pdf; 
Amended_ NOC- IA- 2019- 0082 _ Correspondece _ Mgmt_ Analyst.pdf; ATT00002.htm; 
Interest_ Ce11ificate _ NOC _IA_ 2019 .0082._ Correspondence_ Management_ Analyst_ GS-
0301-13_10.3 l .19 .docx; ATT00003.htm; LCB_Resume- 2019- 09- 22.doc; ATT00004.htm; 
Adam_ Merrill_ Resume _9 .25.2019 _ CMA. pdf; ATT00005 .htm; Morgan_ -_ 2019 .doc; 
ATT00006.htm; Kim_ Oliver_ Resume_ 05- 09- 19 .pdf; ATT00007 .htm; 
mjreiland _(resume)_ 2019 .docx; ATT00008.htm; Schnee _resume_ Oct_ 20 19 .docx; 
ATT00009 .htm 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Queen, Angel" <aqueen@blm.gov> 
Date: November 1, 2019 at 3: 36: 08 PM MDT 
To: Jeff Krauss <jkrauss@blm.gov> 
Cc: Brenda Tejera <btejera@blm.gov> 
Subject: Correspondence Management Analyst, GS-0301-13 I Certificate Issued I NOC IA-2019-0082 

Good Afternoon S i r, 

The Correspondence Management Analyst certificate is attached for you r  review. 

Certificate I nformation:  
Title :  Correspondence Management Analyst 
G rade/Band : 1 3  
Location(s) :  Washington , D.C. 

• Please retu rn the signed certificates by: 1 1 /20/201 9. Please contact me if you are unable to 
make you r selection by th is date. 

• Please DO NOT make any job offer(s) unti l after the Servic ing Personnel Office gets a l l  
requi red concu rrences and approvals .  

• Selecting Official(s)  are encouraged to i nterview al l referred appl icants. 
• Other (specify): Place an A next to the individual(s) whom you select for the position and 

G rade Leve l ,  place a NS next the indiv idual(s) not selected for the position .  

Attachments : 

1 .  Announcement 
2. Position Descri ption 
3. I nterest Certificate (see attached ) 
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4. Resumes (organized IAW the Certificate) 
Thank you kindly, 
Angel D. Queen, MA 

HR Specialist 

BLM- National Operations Center 

Denver Federal Center , Bldg. 50 

Denver CO, 80225-0047 

Phone: 303-236-4853 

aqueen@blm.gov 

"Live Your Vision & Demand Your Success" 
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From: "Pendley, William" <wpendley@blm.gov> 
To: Todd Willens <todd _ willens@ios.doi.gov> 
Cc: Amanda Kaster <akaster@blm.gov> 

Subject: Re: BLM Media Wrap- up I Monday, December 1 6, 2019 
Date: Tue, 17 Dec 2019 1 3:15:54 +0000 

Importance: Normal 

Thank you. Best, Perry 
William Perry Pendley, Esq. 
Deputy Director, Policy and Programs 
Bureau of Land Management 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W., Room 5655 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
202- 208- 5670; FAX 202- 208- 5242 

On Tue, Dec 1 7, 2019 at 6:59 AM Todd Willens <todd willens@ios.doi.gov> wrote: 
1 0-4 

Todd D. Willens 
Chief of Staff 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
202- 208-3437 

On Dec 16, 2019, at 11 :47 PM, William Pendley <wpendleY-@blm.gov> wrote: 

See last story. Best, Perry 

William Perry Pendley, Esq. 
Deputy Director, Policy and Programs 
U.S. Bureau of Land Management 
1 849 C Street, N.W. Room 5655 
Washington, D.C. 20240-4250 
Office (202) 208-5670 
Mobile (202) 577-8036 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Fuhs, Gregory" <gfuhs@blm.gov> 
Date: December 1 6, 2019 at 6: 51 : 27 PM EST 
To: BLM_ WO _1 00 <blm wo 1 00@blm.gov>, Amanda Kaster <akaster@blm.gov>, Jeff Krauss 
<jkrauss@blm.gov>, "bwinston@blm.gov" <bwinston@blm.gov>, "Crandall, Megan" 
<mcrandal@blm.gov>, Christopher Tollefson <ctollefson@blm.gov>, Patrick Wilkinson 
<p2wilkin@blm.gov>, Ryan Witt <rwitt@blm.gov>, Heather Feeney <hfeeneY-@blm.gov>, Lesli Ellis­
Wouters <lellis@blm.gov>, Amber Cargile <acargile@blm.gov>, Martha Maciel <mmaciel@blm.gov>, 
"Ronald (Rudy) Evenson" <revenson@blm.gov>, Steven Hall <sbhall@blm.gov>, Francis Piccoli 
<fpiccoli@blm.gov>, Jennifer Jones <jenniferjones@blm.gov>, Al Nash <al nash@blm.gov>, "Rineer­
Garber, Cathleen" <crineergarber@blm.gov>, David Howell <dohowell@blm.gov>, Michael Campbell 
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<mcamP-bel@blm.gov>, Kimberly Finch <kfinch@blm.gov>, Kristen Lenhardt <klenhard@blm.gov>, 
Jessica Gardetto <jggardetto@blm.gov>, "Bush, Christopher" <cbush@blm.gov>, Sarah Webster 
<swebster@blm.gov>, Thomas Baptiste <tbaP-tiste@blm.gov>, Donald Manuszewski 
<dmanuszewski@blm.gov>, Connie Gillette <Connie.Gillette@boem.gov>, Bradford Purdy 
<.!murdY-@blm.gov>, Christopher Rose <crose@blm.gov>, Jennifer Russo <jennifer russo@ios.doi.gov> 
Cc: Derrick Henry <gjhe!1fY..@blm.gov> 
Subject: BLM Media Wrap-up I Monday, December 16, 2019 

BLM Media Wrap-up for December 1 6, 201 9 

Politico - BLM relocation (National) : Reporter Kelsey Tamborrino requested BLM's response regarding 
House Natural Resources Committee Chairman's letter, sent today, calling for Secretary Bernhardt to 
provide information on the D.C.-based BLM employees asked to relocate that have declined the 
reassignment; positions that will be vacant because a staffer declined the reassignment or obtained another 
position outside the BLM; and documentation of BLM's plans to fill those vacant positions. Headquarters is 
clearing a response. PENDING. 

Colorado Public Radio - BLM relocation (National) : Reporter Caitlyn Kim inquired about the number of 
BLM-WO staff moving out west, and to Grand Junction and Denver in particular. She also mentioned 
Chairman Grijalva's letter requesting that same information. Headquarters is clearing a response. 
PENDING. 

Bloomberg and Law360 - Mineral trespass report (National): Reporters Stephen Lee from Bloomberg 
and Michael Phillis from Law360 requested any BLM response regarding an Inspector General report 
released last week on mineral tresP-ass on public lands. They were sent the following approved response: 
"The BLM is reviewing the report and evaluating the measures recommended. " FINAL. 

Bloomberg and Law360 - Burning Man lawsuit (NV): Reporters Peter Hayes from Bloomberg and 
Michael Phillis from Law360 requested any BLM response regarding a lawsuit filed F1iday by the 
organizers of Burning Man challenging what they claim are excessive fees charged by the BLM to conduct 
the event. A draft response is being developed with BLM- NV for review. PENDING. 
#### 

Greg Fu hs 

Pub l i c  Affa i rs Specia l i st 
Bureau of Land Management 
20 M Street SE 
Washington, DC 20003 
Desk: 202-912- 7406 
Cell: 202-763-6106 

Check out BLM onl ine at www.blm.gov 
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From: "Winston, Beverly" <bwinston@blm.gov> 

To: "Evenson, Ronald (Rudy)" <revenson@blm.gov> 

Cc: "Bush, Christopher" <cbush@blm.gov>, Christopher Rose <crose@blm.gov>, Jeff Krauss 
<jkrauss@blm.gov>, Christopher Tollefson <ctollefson@blm.gov>, "Press, BLM" 
<blm _press@blm.gov> 

Subject: Re: MEDIA INQUIRY: Request for comment from Billboard - Black Rock City lawsuit 

Date: Tue, 1 7  Dec 20 1 9  1 7 :53 :07 +0000 

Importance: Normal 

Very helpful and right on time. Thanks. 

On Tue, Dec 1 7, 20 1 9  at 1 2:06 PM Evenson, Ronald (Rudy) <revenson@blm.gov> wrote: 
Hey Bev, there is a typo in the paragraph starting, "The BLM collects . . .  " The sentence after that should say 
"3% of the adjusted gross income derived from the use authorized under the SRP" not "the sue authorized 
under the SRP. " The typo is likely in the original text from the 20 19  stipulations but considering this is about a 
lawsuit it would be infelicitous to include it here. 

Rudy Evenson 
Deputy Chief of Communications 
Bureau of Land Management - Nevada 
Office: 775-86 1 -64 1 1 Cell: 775-223-3 1 58  
revenson@blm .gov I www.blm .gov/nv 

Follow BLM Nevada on Social Media 

Twitter I Facebookl YouTube l Flickr 

On Tue, Dec 1 7, 20 1 9  at 9 :00 AM Bush, Christopher <cbush@hlm,gov> wrote : 
Bev, 

As discussed during our call, we are providing you some messaging for a potential DOI statement on this 
ISsue: 

Bu rn ing Man is the largest annual  event on America's publ ic lands .  During the annual  celebration,  
B lack Rock City becomes the largest city i n  northern Nevada and the event's a i rport is the busiest 
in the state . 

The BLM col lects a commercia l  use fee from the Burn ing Man Project for the use of publ ic lands 
for the event. The fee ,  as set by regu lation 43 C.F.R .  statute 2930 and BLM Handbook H-2930- 1 
Special Recreation Permits ,  wi l l  be equal to 3% of the adj usted gross income derived from the sue 
authorized under the SRP, p lus any app l icable assigned site fee and/or exclusive use fee, plus 
cost recovery, including app l ication fees. 

Determination of gross income is based on all payments received by BMP and its employees or 
agents for goods or services provided in connection with commercia l  activities authorized by the 
Special Recreation Permit. Burn ing Man provides the BLM with an itemized deta i led gross 
revenue report, prepared by a CPA, i ncl uding ,  but not l imited to , ticket sales, authorized 
contractors operati ng under the Bu rn ing Man SRP, coffee and ice sales, revenue from fi lm ing and 
photography, fees associated with outside services and private donations received by B u rn ing 
Man for management of the event on publ ic lands. 
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Bu rn ing Man Project is responsi ble for the cost recovery payment, consisti ng of the actual costs of 
admin istering the SRP, i ncl ud ing a l l  d i rect and indi rect costs, i n  add ition to the commercial use 
fees. BMP signs a Cost Recovery Agreement with in  1 0  days of the issuance of the perm it. 1 00% 
of the cost recovery fee estimate shal l  be received prior to the start of the event. 

For additional i nformation about the I nterior Board of Land Appeals, p lease go to 
httRs ://www.doi .gov/oha/organ ization/i bla 

Christopher Bush 
Chief, Communications 
Bureau of Land Management - Nevada 
Office: 775-861- 6629 
cbush@blm.gov 
www.blm.gov/nv 

On Tue, Dec 17, 2019 at 7:55 AM Winston, Beverly <bwinston@blm.gov> wrote: 
Everyone, 
Here is all we have to do: Send us a statement from the comm plan about why BLM believes cost­
recovery on this scale is justifiable. lf this fee was part of what the public got to comment on, I would 
include that too. 
This is a change in our former press practice, but it is one that DOI is insisting on, so Jeff and I are 
obliged to ask you to take another run at this. 
Please feel free to call me with your questions or concerns. 
Thanks, 
Bev 

On Tue, Dec 17, 2019 at 1 0:35 AM Press, BLM <blm=12ress@blm.gov> wrote: 
See below from BLM-NV. Appreciate yow- assistance with a response ASAP, as we have three related 
pending media inquiries to close out. 

Thanks, 

Greg 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Christopher Bush <cbush@blm.gov> 
Date: Tue, Dec 17, 2019 at 9: 58 AM 
Subject: Re: MEDIA INQUIRY: Request for comment from Billboard - Black Rock City lawsuit 
To: Press, BLM <blm=12ress@blm.gov> 
Cc: Ronald (Rudy) Evenson <revenson@blm.gov>, <crose@blm.gov> 

Greg, 

Thanks for the note. After speaking with Jon Raby and our solicitor, we've determined the most prudent 
course of action is to decline comment on pending litigation. 

I would be interested in getting some additional feedback or rationale from 600 on why they believe 
commenting on this is the prefen-ed action. 
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At most, we could provide a very generic command message and explain that we will delay comment 
until this case works its way through or refer reporters to IBLA for more infonnation on process and 
procedures. 

For now, we will be sticking with our normal SOP on active litigation queries. 

Very Respectfully, 
Chris 

Christopher Bush 
Chief, Communications 
Bureau of Land Management - Nevada 
Office: 775- 861-6629 
Cell: 775- 225-9532 
cbush@blm.gov 
www.blm.gov/nv 

On Dec 1 7, 2019, at 6:34 AM, Press, BLM <blmJ.lress@blm.gov> wrote: 

Gentlemen, 

Here's another inquiry on the Burning Man lawsuit. Still waiting on a draft statement from you ... can 
you please send it to me this morning so we can get it cleared and back to the reporters awaiting 
response? 

Many thanks, 

Greg Fuhs 
Acting BLM Spokesperson 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Goodwin, Nicholas <nicholas goodwin@ios.doi.gov> 
Date: Mon, Dec 16, 2019 at 8:00 PM 
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Request for comment from Billboard - Black Rock City lawsuit 
To: Chris Eggertsen <chris.eggertsen@gmail.com> 
Cc: <Interior Press@ios.doi.gov>, Press, BLM <blmJ.lress@blm.gov> 

Chris, 

Looping in BLM to get back to you on this. 

Thanks ! 

On Mon, Dec 16, 2019 at 7: 53 PM Chris Eggertsen <chris.eggertsen@gmail.com> wrote: 
Hello - I'm wTiting an article for Billboard regarding the lawsuit filed on Friday by Black Rock City 
against the U.S. Department of the Interior and various other parties. The complaint accuses the 
Interior Board of Land Appeals of failing to resolve Black Rock City's appeals over the Bureau of 
Land Management's cost recovery charges for the Burning Man festival. 
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I would be happy to include a statement from the Department of the Interior in the article if you'd 
like to provide one. 

Thank you, 

Chris Eggertsen 
31 0- 739- 5637 
chriseggertsen.com 

Nick Goodwin 
Department of the Interior 
(202) 41 2- 2249 

Bev Winston 
Bureau of Land Management I Communications 

202-440- 2565 I bwinston@blm.gov 

Bev Winston 
Bureau of Land Management I Communications 

202- 440- 2565 1 bwinston@blm.gov 
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From: "Krauss, Jeff' <jkrauss@blm.gov> 
To: Christopher Tollefson <ctollefson@blm.gov> 

Subject: Fwd: Paleontology Op- ed requested 
Date: Tue, 01 Oct 2019 16: 51 : 48 +0000 

Importance: Normal 
Attachments: Scientific Research and Public Lands rewrite.docx - - - -

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Capron, Patricia (Ranel) <rcaP-ron@blm.gov> 
Date: Tue, Oct 1 ,  2019 at 10:01 AM 
Subject: Re: Paleontology Op- ed requested 
To: Jeff Krauss <jkrauss@blm.gov> 
Cc: Scott Foss <sfoss@blm.gov>, Byron Loosle <bloosle@blm.gov>, Gregory A Liggett <gliggett@blm.gov> 

Jeff, 

Here's Mr. Pendley's paleo article, rewritten by a group of us. Scott is out of the country for the month 
of October, so I reached out to Greg Liggett in Montana for a lot of the paleo info. Byron also provided 
some of the language and I merged, morphed, wrote and edited stuff too. I hope Mr. Pendley finds it 
useful. 

Please let me know if you have further questions. 
Ranel 

Ranel Stephenson Capron 
Federal Preservation Officer 
Bureau of Land Management 
Washington Office - 240 
20 M Street SE, Room 2134LM 
Washington, DC 20003 
202-912-7241 (o) 202-573-2062 (c) 

This email may contain Privacy Act/Sensitive Data which is intended for the use of the addressee(s). It 
may also contain information that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected from disclosure 
under applicable laws. Please do not forward this email without first obtaining permission from the 
author. If you intend to reply to this message and cc other parties, please first obtain permission from 
the author. 

I 
---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Baker, Leah <lbaker@blm.gov> 
Date: Mon, Sep 30, 2019 at 9:28 AM 
Subject: Fwd: Paleontology Op- ed requested 
To: Loosle, Byron <bloosle@bhn.gov> 
Cc: Brian St George <bstgeorg@blm.gov>, Nikki Haskett <nhaskett@blm.gov> 
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Please see attached. 

---------- Forwarded message -------- ­
From: Krauss, Jeff <jkrauss@blm.gov> 
Date: Mon, Sep 30, 2019 at 6:33 AM 
Subject : Paleontology Op- ed requested 
To: Christopher Tollefson <ctollefson@blm.gov>, Foss, Scott <sfoss@blm.gov> 
Cc: Beverly Winston <bwinston@blm.gov>, Amanda Kaster <akaster@blm.gov>, Leah Baker 
<lbaker@blm.gov>, Brian St George <bstgeorg@blm.gov>, Nikki Moore <nhaskett@blm.gov> 

Chris and Scott, 

Please see below from Perry for a draft op- ed. Perry would like an op- ed focusing on the importance of BLM 
lands to increasing scientific knowledge of these matters timed to coincide with the rule making. Can you 
please work together and see if we can have a draft by this Thursday? Please let me know if you have any 
questions. Thanks. 

Jeff 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Pendley, William <w_P-endleY..@blm.gov> 
Date: Fri, Sep 27, 2019 at 3 : 22 PM 
Subject : Re: Paleonology 
To: Kaster, Amanda <akaster@blm.gov> 
Cc: Nikki Haskett <nhaskett@blm.gov>, Jeff Krauss <jkrauss@blm.gov>, Baker, Leah <lbaker@blm.gov> 

Folks 
Attached is my very rough draft of an op- ed on this subject. I wrote up the hook to the recent new discovery in 
Idaho to permit the duty expert to flesh this out. Perhaps in time for an October 1 5  release on national 
paleontology day. I am hoping for a national publication. Thank you. Best, Perry 

William Perry Pendley, Esq. 
Deputy Director, Policy and Programs 
Bureau of Land Management 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1 849 C Street, N.W., Room 5655 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
202- 208- 5670; FAX 202- 208- 5242 
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Scientific ResearchPaleoAtology !and Public Lands 

William Pen-y Pendley 

including; both archaeolog;y and paleontolog;v. - Archaeology is the study of past human cultures. whereas 

paleontology is the study of ancient life. ln August, national news broke that scientists may have 

discovered evidence that the "first Americans" entered their "new home" via the Pacific coast around 

1 6,000 years ago. That suggcstsmMflS, reported Fox, C , and National Geographic, to name but a few, 

they did� not an-ive via a now undenvater land bridge cal led Beringia that connected Siberia to 

Alaska. lnstead, said Loren Davis, Ph .D.  of Oregon State niversity, long before. an i ce-free corridor 

opened up across the Bering Sea, these early settlers "came down the [Pacific] coast and took a left-hand 

turn south of the ice, and went up the Columbia River BttstsBasin" to what is now Cooper's Ferry canyon 

in western Idaho, some 220 miles north of Boise. 

Dr. Davis reiierteEI his and his colleagues' reported their findings in the journal Science along 

with the fact that the dig took place on federal land operated by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), 

which has for decades cooperated fully with scientists studying the Cooper's Ferry site. That revelation, 

which was oftensatlly llacking from news report , would surprise most Americans who might not 

understand the nexus between a federal agency most usually associated with cattle grazing, energy 

development- both fossil fuel and renewal-and the Burning Man festival, and scientificareheological 

research. 

It should not come as a surprise, however. 
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BLM 

Once home to a vast in l and sea, it is l ittle wonder that BLM lands are some of America's great 

treasures. 

Commented [CP(Rl]: Changed since we actually start out 

talking about archaeology first. 

Commented [CP(R2]: Lead senten<e taken from previous BLM 

Daily article. Distinction between archaeology and paleontology 

follows, since the public often sees these disciplines as the same 
thing

1 
a common mistake made by many. The Pendley paragraph 

follows. 

Commented [CP(R3]: Some news reports did mention BLM, 

thus the edit as shown. 
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Recently Congress, through the µohn D. Dinge l l , Jr. �::onservation, Management and Recreation 

Act. designated the Jurassic ational Monument on BLM managed lands in central Utah. The act 

designated and expanded the current Cleveland-L loyd Dinosaur Quan-y (CLDQ) visitor center to an 850-

acre national monument. The quarry contains the densest concentration of Jurassic-aged dinosaur bones 

ever found . Over 12,000 bones (belonging to at least 74 individual dinosaurs) have been excavated at the 

quarry. CLDQ has helped paleontologists learn a great deal about the Jw-assic period, yet the site presents 

at least as many mysteries as it helps to solve. Curiously, more than 75% of the bones come from 

carnivores, primari ly Allosaurus fragi l is. With more than 46 individual specimens of A l losaurus, 

scientists have heen able to deduce much about how Allosaurus aged and compare individual s to better 

understand intraspecies diversity. Yet the sheer densi ty of bones proposes many questions. How did the 

carcasses of so many animals end up in one place, and why are most of them meat-eaters? While many 

good hypotheses have been presented, they all still have major flaws - the mystery has yet to be solved. 

BLM-managed k,rand Staircase ,Escalante ational Monument continues to be a hotbed of new 

discoveries of dinosaurs and other animals from the Cretaceous. Discovered in 2008 in the Kaiparowits 

Fonnation within the monument, a new ankylosaur species. l\kainaccphalus johnsonj, was recently 

described by researchers at the Natural H istory Museum of Utah . This brings to 35 the number of nev. 

fossil species found in the monument since it was established. Akainacephalus means spiky head in Greek 

an<l refers to the large spikes extending from above and under the eye. TI1e partial skeleton of the am1ored 

dinos,lUr included a complete skull, much of the vertebral colunm, including a complete tai l club, several 

fore and hind limb elements. and bony body annor that includes two neck rings and spiked armor plates. 

Preparation of the fossi l took almost four years to remove the rock encasing the bones before it could be 

stud ied and made ready for the big unveil ing. At the same time the fom1al description came out, the 

dinosaur was displayed in a new exhibit in the Past Worlds Gallery at the atural H istory Museum of 

Utah in Salt Lake City. 

Commented [CP(R4]: From the website, according to Byron. 

( Commented [CP(RS]: From Utah's 2018 annual report. 

Commented [CP(R6]: Photo below of newly discovered 
Akoinocepho/us Johnson/ on exhibit at the Natural History Museum 
of Utah. 
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Pther n:cent finds [from the monument include a duck-bil l dinosaur. a new species of turtle, a _ _  

relative of alligators, m1d the remains of a group of tyram10saurs from yearlings to adults. found together 

and ki lled catastrophically. adding weight to a controversial argument that tyrannosaurs were social and 

lived in multi-generational groups. 

In other locations on publ ic lands, fossi l s such as extremely unique desert-dwel l ing ptcrosaur 

(flying repti l e) from a Triassic age site. a sauropod ( long-necked dinosaur), and a nest with eggs ofan 

oviraptorosaurian dinosaur are being scienti fically excavated by partner researchers at universities from 

across the United States. Over 400 authorizations are given to quali fied researchers to explore for fossi ls 

on public land. and each year new and exciting finds are made. Species new lo science are discovered and 

additional specimens of known species add to our understanding of them and their ecosystems. 

BLM lands offer families many opportunities to visit unique and valuable sites from the recently 

acquired Juniper Inlet Lighthouse in Florida to the Turn Point Lighthouse in the San Is lands National 

Monument in Washington. Fami l ies can stay in campgrounds and visit stage stops along the Pony 

Express Trai l or find traces of the Oregon Trai l from Nebraska to Oregon. Spectacular rock art si tes are 

Commented [CP(R7]: This and below written by Greg Liggett, 

Byron and me. 
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open to the public in nearly every Western state and historic min ing ghost towns in Arizona, Cal ifornia. 

Colorado, Nevada and Montana. 

In addition, all of the archaeological and paleontological specimens collected from BLM­

managed lands an: preserved in partner museums across the country, where they arc cleaned, studied, and 

exhibited for public enjoyment. In fact, aAlmost al l  dinosaurs on display in museums are connected to 

public lands. One such location to view BLM fossi ls is the geelogieBI fflllS@ltt-R-a+-#!e--University of 

Wyoming's Geological Museum, whor!! lf!Y wife aRd I r@soived our IBw degrees. Mv wife and I received 

our law degrees from UW and wWe always enjoy vi sit ing the museum with our fami ly to talk about the 

ama7ing finds from public lands. 

Additi onal protections for our nation's  paleontological resources are coming soon. As directed 

by the Paleontological Resources Preservation Act of 2009 (PRP A), the Department of the Interior is 

publishing final regulations for the management of paleontological resources on lands administered by the 

BLM, the Bureau of Reclamation, the ational Park Service, and the . S. Fish and Wildli fe Service. 

These regulations wil l  ensure that our scientifically valuable resources wil l  continue to benefit the 

American publ ic for decades to come. 

BLM lands wi ll continue to reveal sci entific wonders, from beasts that l ived mi l l ions of years 

ago, to the story of human cultures through lime. 1 hope that you wil l  visit your public lands and see these 

exciting resources first-hand. They are truly America's  treasures. 
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Expand on, amplify, or rewrite BLM's important role - Website - The BLM mana es 

paleonlology on the ublic lands usin sci entific rinci les and ex ertise. Scienti fic and aleontolo0ica 

,research on the ublic lands have led to the discovery of new ty es of organisms and have also brou ,ht us 

• m ortant revelations about the history of ecos stem diversity and climate change on Janet Earth. The 

LM alcontology ro ram works to reserve and rotcct alcontological resources for the benefit o 

current and future generations· assess for the rescncc and significance of alcontological resources xior 

to makin land use deci sions; fac i litate insightful research into the geology and paleobiomes that reserve 

extinct organisms· and roduce Qrograms that increase the ublic's awareness and aQ reciation of 

paleontological resources. 

Might reference BLM's work with "partners" such as Wyoming -

https://www.blm.gov/programs/cultural-heritage-and-paleontology/paleontology/featured­

partners/wyoming 

Personal reference: "housed at the geological museum at University of Wyoming where my wife and I 

received our law degrees" 

Other matters -

In addition to BLM's work with scientific folks, is there a recreation hook - something famil ies 

can do together; mention the Secretary ' s  order. 

Then we can feed into our new re&,'1.ilations 

Any ideas for a national publication would be appreciated. Thanks for your help. 
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Subject: Re: Paleontology Op- ed requested 
To: Jeff Krauss <jkrauss@blm.gov> 
Cc: Scott Foss <sfoss@blm.gov>, Byron Loosle <bloosle@blm.gov>, Gregory A Liggett <gliggett@blm.gov> 

Jeff, 

Here's Mr. Pendley's paleo article, rewritten by a group of us. Scott is out of the country for the month 
of October, so I reached out to Greg Liggett in Montana for a lot of the paleo info. Byron also provided 
some of the language and I merged, morphed, wrote and edited stuff too. I hope Mr. Pendley finds it 
useful. 

Please let me know if you have further questions. 
Ranel 

Ranel Stephenson Capron 
Federal Preservation Officer 
Bureau of Land Management 
Washington Office - 240 
20 M Street SE, Room 2134LM 
Washington, DC 20003 
202-912-7241 (o) 202-573-2062 (c) 

This email may contain Privacy Act/Sensitive Data which is intended for the use of the addressee(s ). It 
may also contain information that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected from disclosure 
under applicable laws. Please do not forward this email without first obtaining permission from the 
author. If you intend to reply to this message and cc other parties, please first obtain permission from 
the author. 

---------- Forwarded message -- -------
From: Baker, Leah <lbaker@blm.gov> 
Date: Mon, Sep 30, 2019 at 9: 28 AM 
Subject: Fwd: Paleontology Op- ed requested 
To: Loosle, Byron <bloosle@blm.gov> 
Cc: Brian St George <bstgeorg@blm.gov>, Nikki Haskett <nhaskett@blm.gov> 

Please see attached. 

---------- Forwarded message -------- ­
From: Krauss, Jeff <jkrauss@blm.gov> 
Date: Mon, Sep 30, 2019 at 6:33 AM 
Subject: Paleontology Op-ed requested 
To: Christopher Tollefson <ctollefson@blm.gov>, Foss, Scott <sfoss@blm.gov> 
Cc: Beverly Winston <bwinston@blm.gov>, Amanda Kaster <akaster@blm.gov>, Leah Baker 
<lbaker@blm.gov>, Brian St George <bstgeorg@blm.gov>, Nikki Moore <nhaskett@blm.gov> 

Chris and Scott, 

Please see below from Perry for a draft op- ed. Perry would like an op- ed focusing on the importance of BLM 
lands to increasing scientific knowledge of these matters timed to coincide with the rule making. Can you 
please work together and see if we can have a draft by this Thursday? Please let me know if you have any 
questions. Thanks. 
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Jeff 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Pendley, William <wP-endleY..@blm.gov> 
Date: Fri, Sep 27, 2019 at 3: 22 PM 
Subject : Re: Paleonology 
To: Kaster, Amanda <akaster@blm.gov> 
Cc: Nikki Haskett <nhaskett@blm.gov>, Jeff Krauss <jkrauss@blm.gov>, Baker, Leah <lbaker@blm.gov> 

Folks 
Attached is my very rough draft of an op- ed on this subject. I wrote up the hook to the recent new discovery in 
Idaho to permit the duty expert to flesh this out. Perhaps in time for an October 15 release on national 
paleontology day. I am hoping for a national publication. Thank you. Best, Perry 

William Perry Pendley, Esq. 
Deputy Director, Policy and Programs 
Bureau of Land Management 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1 849 C Street, N.W., Room 5655 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
202- 208- 5670; FAX 202-208- 5242 
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Scientific ResearchPaleoAtology !and Public Lands 

William Pen-y Pendley 

including; both archaeolog;y and paleontolog;v. - Archaeology is the study of past human cultures. whereas 

paleontology is the study of ancient life. ln August, national news broke that scientists may have 

discovered evidence that the "first Americans" entered their "new home" via the Pacific coast around 

1 6,000 years ago. That suggcstsmMflS, reported Fox, C , and National Geographic, to name but a few, 

they did� not an-ive via a now undenvater land bridge cal led Beringia that connected Siberia to 

Alaska. lnstead, said Loren Davis, Ph .D.  of Oregon State niversity, long before. an i ce-free corridor 

opened up across the Bering Sea, these early settlers "came down the [Pacific] coast and took a left-hand 

turn south of the ice, and went up the Columbia River BttstsBasin" to what is now Cooper's Ferry canyon 

in western Idaho, some 220 miles north of Boise. 

Dr. Davis reiierteEI his and his colleagues' reported their findings in the journal Science along 

with the fact that the dig took place on federal land operated by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), 

which has for decades cooperated fully with scientists studying the Cooper's Ferry site. That revelation, 

which was oftensatlly llacking from news report , would surprise most Americans who might not 

understand the nexus between a federal agency most usually associated with cattle grazing, energy 

development- both fossil fuel and renewal-and the Burning Man festival, and scientificareheological 

research. 

It should not come as a surprise, however. 
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BLM 

Once home to a vast in l and sea, it is l ittle wonder that BLM lands are some of America's great 

treasures. 

Commented [CP(Rl]: Changed since we actually start out 

talking about archaeology first. 

Commented [CP(R2]: Lead senten<e taken from previous BLM 

Daily article. Distinction between archaeology and paleontology 

follows, since the public often sees these disciplines as the same 
thing

1 
a common mistake made by many. The Pendley paragraph 

follows. 

Commented [CP(R3]: Some news reports did mention BLM, 

thus the edit as shown. 
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Recently Congress, through the µohn D. Dinge l l , Jr. �::onservation, Management and Recreation 

Act. designated the Jurassic ational Monument on BLM managed lands in central Utah. The act 

designated and expanded the current Cleveland-L loyd Dinosaur Quan-y (CLDQ) visitor center to an 850-

acre national monument. The quarry contains the densest concentration of Jurassic-aged dinosaur bones 

ever found . Over 12,000 bones (belonging to at least 74 individual dinosaurs) have been excavated at the 

quarry. CLDQ has helped paleontologists learn a great deal about the Jw-assic period, yet the site presents 

at least as many mysteries as it helps to solve. Curiously, more than 75% of the bones come from 

carnivores, primari ly Allosaurus fragi l is. With more than 46 individual specimens of A l losaurus, 

scientists have heen able to deduce much about how Allosaurus aged and compare individual s to better 

understand intraspecies diversity. Yet the sheer densi ty of bones proposes many questions. How did the 

carcasses of so many animals end up in one place, and why are most of them meat-eaters? While many 

good hypotheses have been presented, they all still have major flaws - the mystery has yet to be solved. 

BLM-managed k,rand Staircase ,Escalante ational Monument continues to be a hotbed of new 

discoveries of dinosaurs and other animals from the Cretaceous. Discovered in 2008 in the Kaiparowits 

Fonnation within the monument, a new ankylosaur species. l\kainaccphalus johnsonj, was recently 

described by researchers at the Natural H istory Museum of Utah . This brings to 35 the number of nev. 

fossil species found in the monument since it was established. Akainacephalus means spiky head in Greek 

an<l refers to the large spikes extending from above and under the eye. TI1e partial skeleton of the am1ored 

dinos,lUr included a complete skull, much of the vertebral colunm, including a complete tai l club, several 

fore and hind limb elements. and bony body annor that includes two neck rings and spiked armor plates. 

Preparation of the fossi l took almost four years to remove the rock encasing the bones before it could be 

stud ied and made ready for the big unveil ing. At the same time the fom1al description came out, the 

dinosaur was displayed in a new exhibit in the Past Worlds Gallery at the atural H istory Museum of 

Utah in Salt Lake City. 

Commented [CP(R4]: From the website, according to Byron. 

( Commented [CP(RS]: From Utah's 2018 annual report. 

Commented [CP(R6]: Photo below of newly discovered 
Akoinocepho/us Johnson/ on exhibit at the Natural History Museum 
of Utah. 
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Pther n:cent finds [from the monument include a duck-bil l dinosaur. a new species of turtle, a _ _  

relative of alligators, m1d the remains of a group of tyram10saurs from yearlings to adults. found together 

and ki lled catastrophically. adding weight to a controversial argument that tyrannosaurs were social and 

lived in multi-generational groups. 

In other locations on publ ic lands, fossi l s such as extremely unique desert-dwel l ing ptcrosaur 

(flying repti l e) from a Triassic age site. a sauropod ( long-necked dinosaur), and a nest with eggs ofan 

oviraptorosaurian dinosaur are being scienti fically excavated by partner researchers at universities from 

across the United States. Over 400 authorizations are given to quali fied researchers to explore for fossi ls 

on public land. and each year new and exciting finds are made. Species new lo science are discovered and 

additional specimens of known species add to our understanding of them and their ecosystems. 

BLM lands offer families many opportunities to visit unique and valuable sites from the recently 

acquired Juniper Inlet Lighthouse in Florida to the Turn Point Lighthouse in the San Is lands National 

Monument in Washington. Fami l ies can stay in campgrounds and visit stage stops along the Pony 

Express Trai l or find traces of the Oregon Trai l from Nebraska to Oregon. Spectacular rock art si tes are 

Commented [CP(R7]: This and below written by Greg Liggett, 

Byron and me. 
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open to the public in nearly every Western state and historic min ing ghost towns in Arizona, Cal ifornia. 

Colorado, Nevada and Montana. 

In addition, all of the archaeological and paleontological specimens collected from BLM­

managed lands an: preserved in partner museums across the country, where they arc cleaned, studied, and 

exhibited for public enjoyment. In fact, aAlmost al l  dinosaurs on display in museums are connected to 

public lands. One such location to view BLM fossi ls is the geelogieBI fflllS@ltt-R-a+-#!e--University of 

Wyoming's Geological Museum, whor!! lf!Y wife aRd I r@soived our IBw degrees. Mv wife and I received 

our law degrees from UW and wWe always enjoy vi sit ing the museum with our fami ly to talk about the 

ama7ing finds from public lands. 

Additi onal protections for our nation's  paleontological resources are coming soon. As directed 

by the Paleontological Resources Preservation Act of 2009 (PRP A), the Department of the Interior is 

publishing final regulations for the management of paleontological resources on lands administered by the 

BLM, the Bureau of Reclamation, the ational Park Service, and the . S. Fish and Wildli fe Service. 

These regulations wil l  ensure that our scientifically valuable resources wil l  continue to benefit the 

American publ ic for decades to come. 

BLM lands wi ll continue to reveal sci entific wonders, from beasts that l ived mi l l ions of years 

ago, to the story of human cultures through lime. 1 hope that you wil l  visit your public lands and see these 

exciting resources first-hand. They are truly America's  treasures. 
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Expand on, amplify, or rewrite BLM's important role - Website - The BLM mana es 

paleonlology on the ublic lands usin sci entific rinci les and ex ertise. Scienti fic and aleontolo0ica 

,research on the ublic lands have led to the discovery of new ty es of organisms and have also brou ,ht us 

• m ortant revelations about the history of ecos stem diversity and climate change on Janet Earth. The 

LM alcontology ro ram works to reserve and rotcct alcontological resources for the benefit o 

current and future generations· assess for the rescncc and significance of alcontological resources xior 

to makin land use deci sions; fac i litate insightful research into the geology and paleobiomes that reserve 

extinct organisms· and roduce Qrograms that increase the ublic's awareness and aQ reciation of 

paleontological resources. 

Might reference BLM's work with "partners" such as Wyoming -

https://www.blm.gov/programs/cultural-heritage-and-paleontology/paleontology/featured­

partners/wyoming 

Personal reference: "housed at the geological museum at University of Wyoming where my wife and I 

received our law degrees" 

Other matters -

In addition to BLM's work with scientific folks, is there a recreation hook - something famil ies 

can do together; mention the Secretary ' s  order. 

Then we can feed into our new re&,'1.ilations 

Any ideas for a national publication would be appreciated. Thanks for your help. 
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From: "Henry, Derrick" <djherny@blm.gov> 
To: "Krauss, Jeff' <jkrauss@blm.gov> 
Cc: Cally Younger <cally.younger@sol.doi.gov>, Amanda Kaster <akaster@blm.gov>, Michael 

Nedd <mnedd@blm.gov>, Beverly Winston <bwinston@blm.gov> 
Subject: Re: Please Review Response - Media Inquiry - Burning Man Lawsuit 

Date: Thu, 26 Dec 2019 21:08:25 +0000 
Importance: Normal 

Jeff/Cally, 

Any word on this statement? NBC is also asking about this lawsuit. 

On Thu, Dec 26, 2019 at 1 0:26 AM Krauss, Jeff <jkrauss@blm.gov> wrote: 
Cally, 

We have received a media inquiry on the Burnign man lawsuit from the Hill: Reporter Rachel Frazin asked 
for BLM comment on a lawsuit by the company running the festival. The plaintiff claims the BLM is 
overcharging for fees. Below is the draft response approved by the regional SOL. Do you have any 
concerns? Please let me know. Thanks. 

Jeff 

Proposed response: "Burning Man is one of the largest annual events on America's public lands, with 
approximately 80,000 people now converging on the Black Rock Dese11 in late summer each year. To ensure 
public safety and environmental compliance around this huge undertaking, the BLM issues a Special 
Recreation Permit that includes a commercial use fee. As set by regulation, this fee equals three percent of the 
adjusted gross income derived from the authorized use, plus any applicable assigned site fee and/or exclusive 
use fee, as well as cost recovery including application fees." 
t##t# 

Derrick Henry I Public Affairs Specialist, BLM Washington Headquarters, stationed in the BLM New Mexico 
State Office I (505) 954-20 I 7 
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Memorandum 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

Dates: 

United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEME T 

Washington, O.C. 20240 
http://www.blm.gov 

xecutive Resources Board 

Michael _Q_,_ edd, Deputy Director,_ -Operations 

BlueaH of Land Management 

Developmental Assignment Assessment for Jason O'Neal, SESCDP Class 20 

June 24, 20 1 9  - ovember 08, 20 1 9  

Jason O'Neal, Assistant Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Office of Justice Services 
(BIA/OJS), was selected for the Senior Executive Service Candidate Development Program 
(SESCDP) through a competitive process that began in_September_Qf 20 1 8 . Mr. O' ea! started 
his senior executive development journey with SESCDP Class 20 in December..Qf.-20 1 8  at the 
Main Interior Building located in Washington, DC. 

[lvrr. O'Neal perfomied his Developmental Assignment as the Director for the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) Office of Law Enforcement and Security (OLES) at the Main Interior 
Building in Washington, DC.c The position is classified as a Senior Executive Service (SES) 
position and provides broad program direction and oversight for the Bureau's law enforcement 
program._ Additionally, this position is responsible for interfacing significantly with executive 
level officials within the BLMHreaH of Land Management, the Department of Interior, and the 
Office of the Secretary. 

IR this 8enior Ma,rngeme,it role,During his developmental assignment, Mr. O'  eal assumed the 
responsibilities of leading a comp lex national program that provides law enforcement for more 
than 245_-million acres of public lands with an estimated annual recreational population of more 
than 67 _-million people. He was responsible for the first line supervision of assigned offices and 
programs including Law Enforcement Operations, Policy and Programs, Management and 
Budget, and the Office of Professional Responsibility. His duties included the planning, 
directing, and reviewing of work in assigned offices through subordinate supervisory personnel; 
overseeing day-today operations: monitoring the progress of these divisions and offices towards 
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established goals; and making periodic evaluations and appropriate adjustments to meet the 
Bureau 's goals and priorities. 

During his detail assignment, Mr. O'Ncal targeted several Executive Core Qualifications 
(ECOs), consistent with his Executive Development P lan (EDP). Specifical ly, Mr. O' eal 
played +H-a key leadership role implementing a significant Secretarial realignment and relocation 
of the Bureau' s  headquarters to the western part of the United States.� -- - -

D1:1ring Mr. O'►leal's developmental assignment he was responsible for the first line su13ervision 
of assigned offiees and pregrams ineluding Law Enforeement Operations, Poliey and Pregrams, 
Management and Budget aHd the Offiee of Professional Responsibility. His duties inel1:1ded the 
planning, direeting, reviewing , aad eoordinating, thro1:1gh subordinate supervisol)' personnel, the 
work of assigned offiees; overseeiag day today operalioas, monitoring the progress of these 
divisioHs and offieos towards estaalished goals, periodic e¾·ah,ialions, Etild approflriate 
ad,jushH@lllS to moot tho 81:1rea1:1's goals and f!Fiorities. 
V\S a member of the Bureau's Executive Leadership Team (EL T) Mr. O'Neal actively 
participated in discussion and deliberation with the EL T about high profile and controversial 
issues facing the bureau such as [X, Y, and Z--add a few in a series]. Prior to the first in-person 
meeting Mr. O'Neal reached out personally to each member of the ELT. Mr. O' eal 's 
continued engagement with the EL T allowed him to hone his partnering and negotiating skills-1 
Mr. O'Neal successfully demonsn·ated his leadership competency of Strategic Thinking by 
leading several planning meetings involving the OLES National Leadership Team ( LT), which 
resulted in the successful response to many a multitude of high::-liabil ity eventsJ. These e¥ents 
includingee the BLM 's largest and most complex Special Recreational Permit (SRP), the 
"Burning Man" festival, for 78,000 participants a 78 L11ot1sand person festival in the rural 
Nevada desert area,Jwo separate response teams for res13011ding to active hHurricane threats in 
Puerto Rico, Florida, and North and South Carolina_;__,and as well as eoordina1ing a team for a 
ocial Media - Storm Area 5 1  planned eventJ, which . . . [please explain]. 

[M.r. O'Neal successfully demonstrated his financial management leadership and strategic 
planning by leading several budgeting/strategic planning meetings involving the N L  T and Office 
of Management and Budget to develop a plan for projects and positions that would be financially 
viable for the upcoming year) 

ccountability and processing employee complaints and Office of lnspector General referrals is 
a priority for the administration. Mr. O'Neal brought together staff from Human Capital 
Management and the Office of Professional Responsibil ity to implement a new electronic review 
for staffing employee criminal and administrative investigations. This new process increased the 
speed at which complaints were reviewed and assigned throughout the organization.L 

Mr. O 'Neal implemented new business practices focused on Accountability and Customer 
Service by implementing monthly outreach to stakeholders ensuring visibility on active 
employee complaint referrals .  Additionally, he establi shed corrective action plans to address 
program Policy Compliance Inspections to ensure adequate follow up on discrepancies 
identified. 

2 

Commented [BJl): These two paragraphs n icely follow 
the guidance as they describe the position and the duties of 

the detail assignment. 

The next paragraphs need some restructuring. They should 
explain which ECQs were targeted during the detail, 
consistent with Jason's Executive Development Plan (EDP); 

what was done to strengthen them; and what the results 

were. 

Jason might structure the order of the subsequent 

paragraphs based on the priority ECQs targeted in his EDP. 

Some of the examples given below emphasize that Jason 

was involved with having meetings. I would recommend he 
focus less on the process of having meetings, and more on 

what he actually achieved as a result of those meetings, 
showing how his individual leadership made a d ifference. 

Commented [BJ2): What exactly did Jason do to faci litate 
the Move West? I'd suggest listing 2-3 things briefly In a 

series and correlating this to the ECQ of Leading Change, or 
whatever ECQ Is mentioned In Jason's EDP. 

Again, the order of these examples should correlate to the 

priority ECQs targeted in the developmental detail. 

Commented JBJ3): This paragraph lacks specific details 

about what was discussed with the ELT, what the results 
were of t hese discussions. and why Jason's leadership made 

a difference. 

Commented (BJ4): I added language that ties to the 
recreational public mentioned in an earlier paragraph. 

Commented [BJS): Please describe this event and the 
results of it. in terms that the lay reader can understand. 

Commented [BJ6): Can this be rephrased to be more 

results-oriented? Was there an actual project plan 
developed? What was the significance and/or lasting value 

of it? 

Commented (BJ7): This paragraph nicely summarizes the 
details, results, and leadership role that Jason played. It is a 

good example to follow in other paragraphs. 
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During his time with the B1:1reau ofLaAd ManagemeAtBLM, Mr. O' eal was a valued member 
of the Executive Leadership Team. He achieved results that will benefit the BLM as wel l as his 
executive development. Mr. O' eal successfully demonstrated his proficiency with the 
Executive Core Qual ifications (ECQ's) of: lsuilding Coalitions, Leading People, Business 
Acumen, and Results Driven 
Mr. O'Neal's time in his developmental assignment has shown his ability to serve exceptionally 
well in a Senior Executive Service position. 

3 

Commented )BJSJ: Is Leading Change omitted 

deliberately from this list? 
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From: "Henry, Derrick" <djherny@blm.gov> 
To: BLM_ WO_l 00 <blm_wo_lOO@bim.gov>, Amanda Kaster <akaster@blm.gov>, Jeff Krauss 

<jkrauss@blm.gov>, "bwinston@blm.gov" <bwinston@blm.gov>, "Crandall, Megan" 
<mcrandal@blm.gov>, Christopher Tollefson <ctollefson@blm.gov>, Patrick Wilkinson 
<p2wilkin@blm.gov>, Ryan Witt <rwitt@blm.gov>, Heather Feeney <hfeeney@blm.gov>, 
Lesli Ellis-Wouters <lellis@blm.gov>, Amber Cargile <acargile@blm.gov>, Martha Maciel 
<mmaciel@blm.gov>, "Ronald (Rudy) Evenson" <revenson@blm.gov>, Steven Hall 
<sbha1l@blm.gov>, Francis Piccoli <fpiccoli@blm.gov>, Jennifer Jones 
<jenniferjones@blm.gov>, Al Nash <al_nash@blm.gov>, "Rineer- Garber, Cathleen" 
<crineergarber@blm.gov>, David Howell <dohowell@blm.gov>, Michael Campbell 
<mcampbel@blm.gov>, Kimberly Finch <kfinch@blm.gov>, Kristen Lenhardt 
<klenhard@blm.gov>, Jessica Gardetto <jdgardetto@blm.gov>, "Bush, Christopher" 
<cbush@blm.gov>, Sarah Webster <swebster@blm.gov>, Thomas Baptiste 
<tbaptiste@blm.gov>, Donald Manuszewski <dmanuszewski@blm.gov>, Connie Gillette 
<Connie.Gillette@boem.gov>, Bradford Purdy <bpurdy@blm.gov>, Christopher Rose 
<crose@blm.gov>, Jennifer Russo <jennifer_russo@ios.doi.gov>, Gregory Fuhs 
<gfuhs@blm.gov> 

Subject: Resending: BLM Media Wrap- up I Monday, December 26, 2019 
Date: Fri, 27 Dec 2019 03:20:52 +0000 

Importance: Normal 

Re-sending as it didn 't make it to some inboxes. 

On Thu, Dec 26, 2019 at 4: 04 PM Herny, Derrick <djhenrY..@bim.gov> wrote: 
BLM Media Wrap-up for December 26, 201 9  

E&E News - Hammond grazing permit decision (National ) :  Reporter Jenn ifer Yachn in  requested 
BLM comment on last week's legal decision to revoke the Hammond's grazing permits. She was 
provided this approved statement: "On December 20, 2019, the United States District Court for the 
District of Oregon ruled that Secretary Zinke's decision to direct the BLM to renew the Hammond 
grazing permit in light of events including the Hammonds' Presidential pardons violated the 
Administrative Procedure Act and that the decision should therefore be vacated and remanded to 
the Department. Interior is working with the Department of Justice to comply with the Court's 
direction to develop a remand order and judgment. " FINAL. 

NBC News, The Hill - Burning Man lawsuit (National): Reporters asked for BLM comment on a 
lawsuit by the company runn ing the festival .  The p la intiff cla ims the BLM is overcharg ing for fees. 
The BLM sent the fol lowing approved statement: "Burning Man is one of the largest annual events 
on America 's public lands, with approximately 80, 000 people now converging on the Black Rock 
Desert in late summer each year. To ensure public safety and environmental compliance around this 
huge undertaking, the BLM issues a Special Recreation Permit that includes a commercial use fee. 
As set by regulation, this fee equals three percent of the adjusted gross income derived from the 
authorized use, plus any applicable assigned site fee and/or exclusive use fee, as well as cost 
recovery including application fees. " FINAL. 

Bloomberg Environment - Gemin i  Solar project (National): Reporter Bobby Mag i l l  asked about 
the timel ine on the Record of Decision (ROD) for the ProP-osed Resou rce Management Plan 
Amendment and Final Environmenta l  I mpact Statement (FEIS) for the Gemin i  Solar Project in C lark 
County, Nevada .  He a lso asked if the Desert Quartzite project in Cal iforn ia was approved . The BLM 
sent this approved statement: " The Record of Decision for the Proposed Resource Management 
Plan Amendment and Final Environmental Impact Statement (FE/SJ for the Gemini Solar Project in 
Clark County, Nevada, will be issued approximately 90 days after the protest period opens. The 
protest period is expected to start December 27, with the planned publication of the Notice of 
Availability for the FEIS in the Federal Register. The Record of Decision will also be announced in a 
future Notice of Availability in the Federal Register. You also asked if the Desert Quartzite project 
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has been approved. That project has yet not been approved. In Fiscal Year 2019, the BLM approved 
one solar project on public lands - the 500-megawatt Palen Solar Photovoltaic Project, in Riverside 
County, California. We remain committed to U.S. energy independence, including renewable 
energy. " 

t#l-t#I-

Derrick Henry I Public Affairs Specialist, BLM Washington Headquarters, stationed in the BLM New Mexico 
State Office I (505) 954-20 1 7  

Derrick Henry I Public Affairs Specialist, BLM Washington Headquarters, stationed in the BLM New Mexico 
State Office I (505) 954-201 7  
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From: "Tollefson, Christopher" <ctollefson@blm.gov> 
To: Jeff Krauss <jkrauss@blm.gov> 

Subject: 2020 Calendar 
Date: Thu, 24 Oct 2019 1 6:25:32 +0000 

Importance: Normal 
Attachments: DRAFT BLM Events List 2020 V2.docx - - - - -

Revised calendar attached. Let me know if anything's missing ... 

Chris Tollefson - Chief of Public Affairs 

Bureau of Land Management - 20 M Street, SE, Washington, D.C. 20003 

(202) 9 1 2-74 1 0  (W) (202) 379-6905 (M) www.b lm.gov 
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Internal Working Document -October 23, 2019 

DRAFT BLM Events List 2020 

January 

• 9- 1 2  - Western Fish and Wildlife Agencies Winter Meeting (Monterey, CA) 
• 1 3- 1 5  - Western States Land Commissioners Winter Meeting (Austin, TX) 
• 1 6- 1 8- Wild Sheep Foundation Convention and Sporting Expo (Reno, NV) 
• 1 7- 1 9  - Great Rockies Sportshow (Billings, MT) 
• 2 1 -24 - Shot Show (Las Vegas, NV) 
• 29-3 1 - Outdoor Retailer Show (Denver, CO) 
• Week of TBA - DOI Accomplishments Week at Interior 
• TBA - DO I Partners in Conservation A wards 
• TBA - National Congress of American Indians State of Indian Nations Address, 

delivered on week of State of the Union speech 
• TBA - State of the Union speech 
• TBA - 20 1 8  Oil and Gas Lease Sale Results 
• TBA/End of Month - 201 8 Grazing Fee Announcement - FS/BLM 

February 

• 1 -9 - Great American Outdoor Show (Harrisburg, PA) 
• 5-7- Oregon Chapter of the Wildlife Society Annual Meeting (Eugene, Oregon) 
• 5 -7 National Cattlemen ' s  Beef Association Annual Convention, with Public 

Lands Council (San Antonio, TX) 
• 5-9 - Annual Pacific NW Sportsman Show (Portland, OR) 
• 8- 1 2  - National Association of Conservation Districts Annual Meeting, (Las 

Vegas, NV) 
• 10- 1 4  - Alaska Forum on the Environment (Anchorage, AK) 
• 1 2- 1 6  - National Wild Turkey Federation Convention (Nashville, TN) 
• 1 3- 1 6  - Western Hunting and Conservation Expo (Salt Lake City, UT) 
• 1 6-20 - Society for Range Management Annual Meeting (Denver, CO) 
• 1 9-20 - Solar Power Northeast (Boston, MA) 
• 2 1  - National Governors Association Winter Meeting (Washington, DC) 
• 24-26 - National Association of State Departments of Agriculture Policy 

1 
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Conference (Washington, DC) 
• 29-March 4- National Association of Counties Legislative Conference 

(Washington, D.C.) 
• TBA - Hike the Hill/ Partnership for the National Trails System (Washington, 

DC) 
• TBA - Idaho Chapter of The Wildlife Society Annual Meeting (Moscow, ID) 
• TBA - DOI Budget Rollout 
• TBA - BLM Wild Horse and Burro adoption schedule released 

March 

• 1 -5- Public Lands Alliance Convention and Trade Show (Washington, DC) 
• 2-5 - Weed Science Society of America Annual Meeting (HI) 
• 2-6 - Oregon Chapter of the American Fisheries Society Annual Conference 

(Bend, OR) 
• TBD - American Wind Energy Association Wind Power on Capitol Hill 

(Washington, DC) 
• 7 - Iditarod Start (Anchorage, AK) 
• 8- 1 3  - North American Wildlife and Natural Resources Conference (Omaha, NE) 
• 1 0- 1 3  - National League of Cities Congressional City Conference (Washington, 

DC) 
• 2 1 -24 - American Indian Higher Education Consortium Student Conference 

(Albuquerque, NM) 
• 28-29 - Arizona Outdoor Expo (Phoenix, AZ) 
• 3 1 - Apr 2- National Cattlemen' s  Beef Association Legislative Conference 

(Washington, D.C.) 
• TBA - Western States Sheriffs Association Annual Meeting 
• TBA - Industry Government Conference (WY) 
• TBA CRS report on oil and gas production on federal lands (happens every year 

around this time after ONRR puts out production data) 

April 

• 2-5 - Great Alaska Sportsman Show (Anchorage, Alaska) 
• 1 9-25 - National Volunteer Week 
• 20-2 1 - Energy, Utility and Environment Conference (San Diego, CA) 

2 
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• 22 - Earth Day 
• 22 - Administrative Professionals Day 
• 27-30- National Outdoor Recreation Conference (Knoxville, TN) 
• TBA - BLM Pathways 

May 

• 4-6- Utility Solar Conference (Charlotte, NC) 
• 9 - International Migratory Bird Day 
• 1 3- 1 5 - Western Interstate Region 2020 Conference (Mariposa County, CA) 
• TBA - BLM Field Committee face to face meeting (Washington, DC) 
• TBA - The BLM Presents National Awards to Volunteers Who Are "Making a 

Difference" on Public Lands 
• TBA - DOI Secretarial ConvocationNalor Awards (Washington, DC) 
• TBA - BLM Emerging Leaders Graduation (Washington, DC) 

June 

• 1 -4- American Wind Energy Association Cleanpower 2020 conference (Denver, 
CO) 

• 6- 1 4  - National Fishing and Boating Week 
• 1 3  - National Get Outdoors Day 
• 23-26- American Solar Energy Society Solar 2020 Conference (Washington, 

D.C.) 
• 27-29 - Outdoor Writers Association of America Annual Conference (Jay Peak 

Resort, VT) 
• 29-July 2 - Western Governors Association Annual Meeting ( Medora, ND) 
• TBA - EIA Annual Energy Conference (Washington, DC) 
• TBA - PIL T Payment in lieu of Taxes (DOI) Press Release 
• TBA - American Recreation Coalition Honors BLM Employee Legends and 

Beacon Awards (Washington, DC) 

July 

• DOI Employee Length of Service Awards ( 4th of July Celebration) 
• TBD - Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Elk Camp and Mountain Festival 
• 9- 14  - Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies Summer Meeting (Park 

City , UT) 
• 1 2- 1 6  - Western States Land Commissioners Association Summer Conference 

3 
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(Portland, OR) 
• 1 7-20 - National Association of Counties Annual Meeting (Orlando, FL) 
• 23-25 - Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation Institute (Salt Lake City, UT) 

August 

• 10- 1 3  National Conference of State Legislators - Legislative Summit 
(Indianapolis, IN) 

• 1 2- 1 3  - Summer NAPE (Houston, TX) 
• 30- Sept 7 - Burning Man (Black Rock, NV) 
• TBA - Western Energy Alliance Annual Meeting 
• TBA - Annual Mining Claim Maintenance Fees press release 

September 

• 1 3- 1 6  - Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies Annual Convention 
(Sacramento, CA) 

• TBD - National Clean Energy Week 2020 
• 26 - National Public Lands Day 
• TBA - Intertribal Agriculture Council Annual Meeting 
• TBA - Public Lands Foundation Annual Meeting (NV) 
• TBA - Public Lands Council Annual Meeting 
• TBA - BLM Director Announces Winners Rangeland Stewardship A wards Press 

Release 
• TBA - BLM Director Presents Secretarial Awards - Partners in Conservation 

Awards Press Release 
• TBA - Annual Adjustment to Drilling Fee Permit 

October 

• TBA - National Wilderness Conference 
• TBA - Partnership for the National Trails System Meeting 
• TBA - Society of Environmental Journalists Annual Meeting 
• TBA - Society of American Foresters National Convention 
• TBA - Geothermal Resources Council Annual Meeting & Expo 
• TBA- BLM Reclamation and Sustainable Mineral Development Award Winners 

Press Release 

4 
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November 

• TBD - Annual Association of Oregon Counties Conference 
• 8- 1 3 - National Congress of American Indians Annual Convention (Portland, OR) 
• TBA - National Association for Interpretation Annual Conference 
• TBA - IP AA Annual Meeting (New Orleans, LA) 
• TBA - Idaho Cattle Association Annual Convention 

December 

• TBA - Call for Nominations to the Wild Horse and Burro Advisory Board 
• TBA - Western Governors Association Winter Meeting 

5 
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9/1 1 /201 9 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fwd [EXTERNAL) Burning Man DEIS 

Cc: Holly Prohaska <holly.prohaska@empsi.com>; Peter Gower <peter.gower@empsi.com> 
Subject: Fwd: [EXTERNAL) Burning Man DEIS 

For the admin record 

(Quoted text h dden) 

McCullough, Ester <emccu1lo@blm.gov> Fri, Apr 1 2, 201 9  at 8:33 AM 
To: Mark Hall <mehall@blm.gov>, Chelsea Mckinney <cmmckinney@blm.gov> 
Cc: Robbie McAboy <rmcaboy@blm.gov> 

Hey Mark and Chelsea: 

We need to do a draft response to this letter for Jon's signature. It needs to be brief, saying we can possibly extend a bit, 
but extending the full 30 days could put the 201 9  event at risk. (or something like that) 

If we could get that drafted and back up to NVSO (Tim Shannon, Cheri, Jon) today that would be great. 

Thanks ... 
Ester 

--- Forwarded message -----­
From: Raby, Jon <jraby@blm.gov> 
Date: Thu ,  Apr 4, 201 9  at 4:21 PM 
Subject Fwd: [EXTERNAL] Burning Man DEIS 
To: Ester McCullough <emccullo@blm.gov> ,  Mark Hall <mehall@blm.gov> ,  Ronald (Rudy) Evenson 
<revenson@blm.gov> 
Cc: Marci Todd <m1todd@blm.gov> 

(Quoted text hidden] 

� 91£�alio«
t7

A 
Ester M. McCullough 
District Manager 
Winnemucca District 
Bureau of Land Management 
5100 East Winnemucca Blvd 
Winnemucca, NV 89445 
775-623-1 501 
775-455-7766 (cell) 

Burning Man DEIS comment period letter.pdf 
548K 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=733e1 c69c9&view=pt&search=all&permlhid=lhread-r/�3A 1629927600527665756&simpl=msg-F/o3A 16299276005.. .  3 
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MARK E . AMODEI 

2 ◄U OiSTfUCT, NEVAI J4 

HOUSE COMMITTEE 

ON APPROPRIATIONS 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
INlERIOR. ENVIRONMENl ANO 

RELATED AGENCIES 

FINANCIAL SEIIVICES ANU 
ri-NERAL GOVERNMENT 

Jon Raby 
Nevada State Director 

<!Congress of tbe iiniteb f$tates 
J)ousc of ll\epresentati\Jes 

«:IDi1�1Jmnton, iDQf: 205 L5-2802 

Apri l 5, 20 1 9  

Bureau o f  Land Management 
1 340 Financial Boulevard 
Reno, NV 89502 

Dear Director Raby, 

WASHINGTON, DC 

101\ CANNOU Hous� Omct B11ttot1r. 

WASltlN<,TO,,, DC 2051$-2802 

12021 22�-G 155 

RENO 

5310 KJCU<t ll\N 
StJlll 103 

Rt M> NV 8951 1 
17751 686 5760 

ELKO 

905 RAILllfll\U 5 mrl r 
SurH 104 D 

E,�e>. NV 89801 

1775) 777 770' 

On March 1 5 , 20 1 9, the BLM released the Draft EIS evaluating Black Rock City LLC's (BRC) request 
for a I 0-year Special Recreation Permit (SRP) for the Burning Man Event in Pershing County, Nevada. 
have since received inquiries from Washoe County and the applicant, in which it has been represented to 
me that the EIS contains s igni ficant changes to Burning Man operations, after 2 years of status quo permit 
renewals. 

As it  stands, the Draft EIS comment period runs from March 1 5  through Apri l 29. Unless you are wi l l ing 
to say not much has changed to the status quo, which l doubt you are, I believe the content justifies a 30-
day extension to the Draft EIS comment period. Burning Man is arguably the premier public event under 
BLM jurisdiction, and it therefore deserves ample opportunity for its stakeholders lo provide comments. 

Please advise in a timely manner. 

CC: 

�Y•

;:y-

Mark E. Amodei 

Member of Congress 

Brian Steed, Deputy Director for Policy & Programs, Exercising the Authority of the Director of BLM 

David Bernhardt, Acting Secretary of the Interior 

P!llNTFD ON RECYCtED PAPER 
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9/1 1/2019 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Incoming Letter from Sen Cortez Maslo re· BMan 

Hall, Mark <mehall@blm.gov> 

Incoming Letter from Sen Cortez Masto re: BMan 
4 messages 

Raby, Jon <jraby@blm.gov> Tue, Apr 1 6, 201 9  at 3:31 PM 
To: Amanda Kaster <akaster@blm.gov>, Tara Rigler <trigler@blm.gov>, Jeff Krauss <jkrauss@blm.gov>, Patrick Wilkinson 
<p2wilkin@blm.gov>, Marci Todd <m1todd@blm.gov>, "Ronald (Rudy) Evenson" <revenson@blm.gov>, Ester McCullough 
<emccullo@blm.gov>, Mark Hall <mehall@blm.gov> 
Cc: Brian Steed <bsteed@blm.gov>, Michael Nedd <mnedd@blm.gov> 

All - Please find attached a letter from Sen. Cortez Masto re: extending the comment period. 

Jon Raby 
Nevada State Director 
Bureau of Land Management 
1340 Financial Blvd 
Reno, Nevada 89502 
Office Number: 775.861. 6590 

04.1 5.19 BLM Draft EIS - Burning Man Comment Period Extenslon.pdf 
58K 

Hall ,  Mark <mehall@blm.gov> 
To: Sean Cottle <sean.cottle@empsi.com> 
Cc: Holly Prohaska <holly.prohaska@empsi.com> 

Please add to the admin record. 

Mark E. Hall, PhD 
Field Manager 
Black Rock Field Office 
Winnemucca District Office 
775-623-1529. 

04.15.19 BLM Draft EIS - Burn ing Man Comment Period Extenslon.pdf 
58K 

Hall, Mark <mehall@blm.gov> 
To: Janell Bogue <janell.bogue@sol.doi.gov> 

Keeping you in the loop. 

Best, MEH 

Mark E. Hall, PhD 
Field Manager 
Black Rock Field Office 
Winnemucca District Office 
775-623-1529. 

Wed, Apr 17, 2019  at 8:1 3  AM 

Wed, Apr 1 7, 201 9 at 1 0:06 AM 

https://mail.google .com/mail/u/07ik=733e 1 c69c9&view:pt&search=ali&permthid=thread-f%3A 1631011642117107058&simpl=msg-r/o3A 163101164211 . . .  1/2 
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9/1 1 1201 9 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mall • Incoming Letter from Sen Cortez Masto re: BMan 

(Ouoled texl hidden] 

04.1 5.19 BLM Draft EIS - Burning Man Comment Period Extension.pelf 
58K 

Holly Prohaska <holly.prohaska@empsl.com> 
To: "Hall, Mark" <mehall@blm.gov>, Sean Cottle <sean.cottle@empsi.com> 

Hi Mark- Got ill Holly 

Holly Prohaska 

EMPSi Environmenc:il Management and Pbnnln1 Solutions, Inc. 
388 Market, Suite 1 300 

San Francisco. CA 94 111-S3 16 

tel: 4 1  S-636-S359 cell. 650-274-7479 main· 4 1 S-544°0440 

www.EMPS,.com Twiacr· EHPSlnc hccbook. EHPS 

Brinrlnr clarity to the complu "' 

GSA Controct GSIOF--04 12S  

Albuquerque Denver Dur:ingo Portland Reno S3n mn,;isco 

Wed, Apr 17,  201 9 at 1 1 :00 AM 

Sane Fe Washingwn, DC 

Pt.EASE NOTE: Th s message, including any attach menu, may include prrvilcgcd. confidenti.11 and/or ms de information. Any distribution or use of this communication by 
anyone other man the intended recipient is strictly prohibited and m.iy be unlawful. If you arc not the intended recipient. pleuc notify tho sender by replying to this message 
and then delete It from your system 

(Quoted text hidden] 

hltps:/lmail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=733e1c69c9&view=pt&search=all&permthid•thread•l%3A1631011642117107058&simpl=msg-f%3A163101164211 . . . 2/2 
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CATHERINE CORTEZ MASTO 
NEVADA 

1J4 R.i:; t � SCNATE 0, IICC Bu a 
W•��Htr1Cl0'1. DC 2M10 

ll021 2h-3S42 

�na u•o Son1ta G:,v 

Jon Raby 

Nevada State Director 
Bureau of Land Management 
1 340 Financial Boulevard 
Reno, NV 89502 

Dear Director Raby. 

linttcd 

April I 5. 201 9  

FINANCE 

eANKING. HOUSING ANO 
URBAN AFFAIRS 

ENEilGY ANO NATUflAl RESOURCES 

1�14N AFFAIRS 

RUli:S AND AOMINISTRAT10N 

I write to you today regarding the Bureau of Land Management's (BLM) Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (DEIS) for the annual Burning Man event that takes place in Pershing County. 
Nevada. In response to the Black Rock City LLC's (BRC) request for a ten•year Special 
Recreation Permit (SRP), the BLM released their DEIS on March I 5, 201 9. As required under 
the National Environmental PoJicy Act (NEPA), the DEIS comment period is open for forty-five 
days and is currently scheduled to end on April 29. 201 9. However, due to the complexity of 
this DEIS. as well as the various concerns brought forward by the BRC. its proponents, and 
residents of the impacted communities. I believe that this comment period does not afford 
enough time to thoroughly review and respond by the BLM's deadline. 

Through your role as the BLM State Director, overseeing this DEIS and the upcoming 201 9  
Burning Man event. I respectfully request that you extend the DEIS public comment period for 
as long as possible - in order to accommodate all interested parties in their review of the BLM's 

draft document. Furthermore. given the scope and seriousness of the DEIS recommendations. I 
also request that your agency continues to work with all stakeholders to reach an agreement on 

the proposed mitigating factors in a way that does not negatively affect the 20 1 9  event. Burning 
Man is arguably the largest and most visible event held on BLM land, as the event organizers 
have enjoyed working collaboratively with the BLM for Black Rock Desert permitting since 
1 991 . This unique event is often attendees' first experience with the value and beauty that our 
nation's public lands system offers. 

I hope that you will consider my requests in a timely manner. and look forward to your prompt 
response. 

IAS VEGAS  
3JJ � VcOAS Bouu.·,...,u Sou<H 

SuolT 8011l 
l..>s 1/tGAS t<N 89l01 

n02, J88.-'o020 
FM !'1021 Jl!6-� 

Sincerely. 

to 
United States Senator 

RJ;M> 
'°° Sc fl< v... • .... StAH1 

5<Ml 90l 
Rtr.o NV 119S01 
1775) 686-5750 

f,.,. 1 l7!i1 Ga1Hi757 
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From: "Pendley, William" <wpendley@blm.gov> 
To: "Fuhs, Gregory" <gfuhs@blm.gov> 

Subject: Re: BLM Media Wrap-up I Tuesday, December 17, 20 19 
Date: Wed, 1 8  Dec 2019 1 2:32:43 +0000 

Importance: Normal 

Thank you. Best, Perry 

William Perry Pendley, Esq. 
Deputy Director, Policy and Programs 
Bureau of Land Management 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1 849 C Street, N.W., Room 5655 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
202-208-5670; FAX 202-208-5242 

On Tue, Dec 17, 2019 at 6: 1 6  PM Fuhs, Gregory <gfuhs@blm.gov> wrote: 
BLM Media Wrap-up for December 1 7, 201 9  

Government Executive - BLM relocation (National): Reporter Eric Katz requested BLM's response 
regarding the FY20 funding agreement and what it means for the move. He was send the following approved 
response: "At this point in time, we are still reviewing the pending legislation. " FINAL. 

Politico and Colorado Public Radio - BLM relocation (National): Reporters Kelsey Tamborrino from 
Politico and Caitlyn Kim from CPR requested BLM's response regarding number of staff moving west as well 
as House Natural Resources Committee Chairman Grijalva's letter, sent yesterday, calling for Secretary 
Bernhardt to provide information on the D.C.-based BLM employees asked to relocate that have declined the 
reassignment; positions that will be vacant because a staffer declined the reassignment or obtained another 
position outside the BLM; and documentation of BLM's plans to fill those vacant positions. The following 
approved statement was sent to both reporters: 

Response: "We have received Chairman Grijalva s letter and will respond in a timely manner. We are working 
diligently with our Washington, DC employees to ensure they are aware of all options and ben�fits available to 
them related to the BLM HQ Move West. It will take time to have an accurate count of how many employees 
will accept and how many will decline but we hope to have preliminary numbers later this week. While we 
sincerely hope all affected employees will be able to follow their positions to the new locations, we understand 
that the decision for most people has many factors and we will continue to work with our colleagues through 
this transition. " FINAL. 

Bloomberg, Law360, and Billboard - Burning Man lawsuit (National / NV): Reporters Peter Hayes from 
Bloomberg, Michael Phillis from Law360, and Chris Eggertsen from Billboard have requested any BLM 
response regarding a lawsuit filed Friday by the organizers of Bwning Man challenging what they claim are 
excessive fees charged by the BLM to conduct the event. A draft statement is under review in WO-
1 00. PENDING. 

Associated Press - Twin Metals Mine (ES): Reporter Steve Karnowski asked about BLM's plans for when 
Twin Metals Minnesota formally submits its plan for a copper- nickel mine in northeastern Minnesota to 
BLM/DOI and the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. A draft if-asked statement is under review in 
DOI Comms / SOL. PENDING. 
#### 
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G reg Fuhs 

Pu bl ic  Affa i rs Specia l ist 
Bureau of Land Management 
20 M Street SE 
Washington, DC 20003 
Desk: 202-912-7406 
Cell: 202-763-61 06 

Check out BLM online at www. blm.gov 
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From: "Pendley, William" <wpendley@blm.gov> 
To: Amanda Kaster <akaster@blm.gov>, Carol Danko <carol_danko@ios.doi.gov>, Jeff Krauss 

<jkrauss@blm.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: BLM Media Wrap- up I Thursday, December 19, 20 19 

Date: Thu, 19 Dec 2019 22:52:37 +0000 
Importance: Normal 

Just read a report on this lawsuit. This is on fees charged back in the 2013 to 2015 time period + or- . The 
Trump administration is not part of the pmported wrongdoing, right? Best, Perry 
William Perry Pendley, Esq. 
Deputy Director, Policy and Programs 
Bureau of Land Management 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1 849 C Street, N.W., Room 5655 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
202- 208- 5670; FAX 202- 208- 5242 

---------- Forwarded message -------- ­
From: Fuhs, Gregory <gfuhs@blm.gov> 
Date: Thu, Dec 19, 2019 at 3: 13 PM 
Subject: BLM Media Wrap- up I Thursday, December 19, 20 19 
To: BLM_ WO_l00 <blm wo 100@blm.gov>, Amanda Kaster <akaster@blm.gov>, Jeff Krauss 
<jkrauss@blm.gov>, bwinston@blm.gov <bwinston@blm.gov>, Crandall, Megan <mcrandal@blm.gov>, 
Christopher Tollefson <ctollefson@blm.gov>, Patrick Wilkinson <p2wilkin@blm.gov>, Ryan Witt 
<rwitt@blm.gov>, Heather Feeney <hfeeney_@blm.gov>, Lesli Ellis-Wouters <lellis@blm.gov>, Amber Cargile 
<acargile@blm.gov>, Martha Maciel <mmaciel@blm.gov>, Ronald (Rudy) Evenson <revenson@blm.gov>, 
Steven Hall <sbhall@blm.gov>, Francis Piccoli <fpiccoli@blm.gov>, Jennifer Jones <jennifeJjones@blm.gov>, 
Al Nash <al nash@blm.gov>, Rineer- Garber, Cathleen <crineergarber@blm.gov>, David Howell 
<dohowell@blm.gov>, Michael Campbell <mcampbel@blm.gov>, Kimberly Finch <kfinch@blm.gov>, Kristen 
Lenhardt <klenhard@blm.gov>, Jessica Gardetto <jggardetto@blm.gov>, Bush, Christopher <cbush@blm.gov>, 
Sarah Webster <swebster@blm.gov>, Thomas Baptiste <tbaptiste@blm.gov>, Donald Manuszewski 
<dmanuszewski@blm.gov>, Connie Gillette <Connie.Gillette@boem.gov>, Bradford Purdy 
<bpurdy_@blm.gov>, Christopher Rose <crose@blm.gov>, Jennifer Russo <jennifer_rus o@ios.doi.gov> 
Cc: Derrick Henry <gjhenry_@blm.gov> 

BLM Media Wrap-up for December 1 9, 201 9 

E&E News - BLM HQ relocation (National): Reporter Scott Streater asked for comment for a story on BLM 
leadership conducting two- week stints at the new headquarters in Grand Junction, Colo., until the office is up 
and fully functional. In particular he wanted to know what senior leadership will be doing on these stints, how 
many staff are already there to help them, how much it will cost, and if there is any concern about the amount of 
time it will take to travel back and forth every couple of weeks between Washington and Grand Junction. He was 
sent the following approved response: "We have the resources we need - which will cover the costs associated 
with the move to get the new HQ up and running. " FINAL. 

Politico and Colorado Public Radio - BLM relocation (National): Reporters Kelsey Tamborrino from Politico 
and Caitlyn Kim from CPR requested any update regarding number of staff moving west, following up from 
their inquiries earlier this week. A draft response is under review. PENDING. 

#348539.1 

_ s_ 



Bloomberg, Law360, Billboard, and Reno Gazette Journal - Burning Man lawsuit (National / NV): Reporters 
Peter Hayes from Bloomberg, Michael Phillis from Law360, Chris Eggertsen from Billboard, and Jenny Kane 
from the Reno Gazette Journal have requested any BLM response regarding a lawsuit filed F1iday by the 
organizers of Burning Man challenging what they claim are excessive foes charged by the BLM to conduct the 
event. A draft statement is under review with SOL. PENDING. 
#### 

Greg Fuhs 

Pub l ic Affa i rs Speci a l ist 
Bureau of Land Management 
20 M Street SE 
Washington, DC 20003 
Desk: 202-91 2-7406 
Cell: 202-763-6106 

C heck out BLM online at www. blm .gov 
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From: "Kaster, Amanda" <akaster@blm.gov> 
To: Perry Pendley <wpendley@blm.gov> 

Subject: [Deliberative/Confidential] For Review: Memo 
Date: Fri, 06 Dec 20 1 9  2 1 :29: 45 +0000 

Importance: Normal 
Attachments: BM Memo 1 2 - 6- 1 9.docx - -

BM memo attached for your review. 

Amanda Kaster-Averill 
Bureau of Land Management 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
o: (202) 208- 3027 

draft - deliberative - confidential - internal use only 
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DRAFT II DELIBERATIVE II CONFIDENTIAL II INTERNAL USE ONLY 

INFORMATION/BRIEFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: December 6, 2019 

FROM: Jon Raby, Nevada State Director 

SUBJECT: Status Report on the 2020 Burning Man Event 

On October 14, 20 19, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 2019 Burning Man Event 
planning team, the Nevada State Director, and representatives from the Burning Man Project 
(BMP) met in Reno to discuss the 2020 Burning Man Event. At the close of the meeting, the 
action items were as follows: 

• The BLM would consider BMP's request to return the event population to a peak 
population of 80,000. Further information on anticipated population and the number of 
tickets to be sold were requested from BMP. 

• The BLM would send a letter affirming that dumpsters, concrete barriers, and private 
security would not be required for the 2020 event. 

• BLM and BMP would start discussing what items would be covered under the 
contracting memorandum of understanding (MOU). 

• BMP would submit their Special Recreation Permit (SRP) application. 

To date, the following has been accomplished: 
• The BLM sent their letter affirming that dumpsters, concrete barriers, and private security 

would not be required for the 2020 event. 
• BMP's SRP application was submitted on November 22, 2019. 
• An initial conference call was held concerning the contracting MOU before the end of 

October, but BMP has not scheduled any other further conference calls or meetings. 
• BMP has not provided the requested information to the BLM needed to return the event 

to a peak population of 80,000. This infonnation is needed since a Determination of 
NEPA Adequacy must be written and released to the public. 

• The BLM will be sending the Cost Recovery Agreement (CRA) for the first planning 
phase to BMP next week. 

• The BLM planning team has submitted the scopes-of- work for government contracts for 
the 2020 event for review by the National Operations Center. 
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From: "Pendley, William" <wpendley@blm.gov> 
To: Amanda Kaster <akaster@blm.gov> 

Subject: Fwd: [Deliberative/Confidential] For Review: Memo 
Date: Mon, 09 Dec 2019 1 8:1 8:1 2 +0000 

Importance: Normal 
Attachments: BM Memo 12- 6-19.docx - -

As discussed, may we amend with mention of our ten- year EIS? Best, Perry 
William Perry Pendley, Esq. 
Deputy Director, Policy and Programs 
Bureau of Land Management 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W., Room 5655 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
202- 208- 5670; FAX 202- 208- 5242 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Kaster, Amanda <akaster@blm.gov> 
Date: Fri, Dec 6, 2019 at 4:30 PM 
Subject: [Deliberative/Confidential] For Review: Memo 
To: Perry Pendley <wpendleY..@blm.gov> 

BM memo attached for your review. 

Amanda Kaster-Averill 
Bureau of Land Management 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
o: (202) 208- 3027 

draft - deliberative - confidential - internal use only 
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DRAFT II DELIBERATIVE II CONFIDENTIAL II INTERNAL USE ONLY 

INFORMATION/BRIEFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: December 6, 2019 

FROM: Jon Raby, Nevada State Director 

SUBJECT: Status Report on the 2020 Burning Man Event 

On October 14, 20 19, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 2019 Burning Man Event 
planning team, the Nevada State Director, and representatives from the Burning Man Project 
(BMP) met in Reno to discuss the 2020 Burning Man Event. At the close of the meeting, the 
action items were as follows: 

• The BLM would consider BMP's request to return the event population to a peak 
population of 80,000. Further information on anticipated population and the number of 
tickets to be sold were requested from BMP. 

• The BLM would send a letter affirming that dumpsters, concrete barriers, and private 
security would not be required for the 2020 event. 

• BLM and BMP would start discussing what items would be covered under the 
contracting memorandum of understanding (MOU). 

• BMP would submit their Special Recreation Permit (SRP) application. 

To date, the following has been accomplished: 
• The BLM sent their letter affirming that dumpsters, concrete barriers, and private security 

would not be required for the 2020 event. 
• BMP's SRP application was submitted on November 22, 2019. 
• An initial conference call was held concerning the contracting MOU before the end of 

October, but BMP has not scheduled any other further conference calls or meetings. 
• BMP has not provided the requested information to the BLM needed to return the event 

to a peak population of 80,000. This infonnation is needed since a Determination of 
NEPA Adequacy must be written and released to the public. 

• The BLM will be sending the Cost Recovery Agreement (CRA) for the first planning 
phase to BMP next week. 

• The BLM planning team has submitted the scopes-of- work for government contracts for 
the 2020 event for review by the National Operations Center. 
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From: "Krauss, Jeff' <jkrauss@blm.gov> 
To: Beverly Winston <bwinston@blm.gov> 

Subject: Fwd: DRAFT OpEd for OLES 
Date: Wed, 02 Oct 201 9  1 3:56:50 +0000 

Importance: Normal 
Attachments: BLM _OLES_ Op_ Ed_ 10- 1- 1 9  _ V3 .wpp _ edits.docx 

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Pendley, William <wpendley@blm.gov> 
Date: Wed, Oct 2, 2019 at 9:53 AM 

Subject: Re: DRAFT OpEd for OLES 
To : Krauss, Jeff <jkrauss@blm.gov> 
Cc: Amanda Kaster <akaster@blm.gov>, Michael Nedd <rnnedd@blm.gov>, 

Matthew Dermody <matthew_dermody@ios.doi.gov> 

Folks 

Here are my edits to Jeff's excellent piece. After speaking with Kate 
and in recognition of Casey's outreach to local sheriffs, I have 
toughened it up a tad. Let us bold close and discuss among ourselves, 

if necessary. Thank you. Best, Perry 
William Perry Pendley, Esq . 
Deputy Director, Policy and Programs 
Bureau of Land Management 
U.S. Department of tbe Interior 
1 849 C Street, N.W., Room 5655 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
202-208-5670; FAX 202-208-5242 

On Tue, Oct I ,  2019 at 4:05 PM Krauss, Jeff<jk:rauss@blm.gov> wrote: 
> 
> Perry and Amanda, 
> 
> Please see attached tbe draft law enforcement op ed. The op-ed is up to 895 words. If you decide that you do want it shorter, we can 
remove some paragraphs. Let me know what you think ... 
> 
> Jeff 
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From: "Kaster, Amanda" <akaster@blm.gov> 
To: "Pendley, William" <wpendley@blm.gov> 
Cc: "Krauss, Jeff" <jkrauss@blm.gov>, Michael Nedd <mnedd@blm.gov>, Matthew Dermody 

<matthew _ dennody@ios.doi.gov> 
Subject: Re: DRAFT OpEd for OLES 

Date: Thu, 03 Oct 2019 1 5:04:01 +0000 
Importance: Normal 

Attachments: BLM _OLES_ Op_ Ed_ 10- 1- 19 _ V 4.docx 

I've tried to trim this down a bit, but let me know what you think. 

On Wed, Oct 2, 20 19 at 9:53 AM Pendley, William <wpendley_@blm.gov> wrote: 
Foiles 
Here are my edits to Jeff's excellent piece. After speaking with Kate and in recognition of Casey's outreach to 
local sheriffs, I have toughened it up a tad. Let us hold close and discuss among ourselves, if necessary. 
Thank you. Best, Perry 
William Perry Pendley, Esq. 
Deputy Director, Policy and Programs 
Bureau of Land Management 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1 849 C Street, N.W., Room 5655 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
202- 208- 5670; FAX 202- 208- 5242 

On Tue, Oct 1 ,  2019 at 4:05 PM Krauss, Jeff <jkrauss@blm.gov> wrote: 
Perry and Amanda, 

Please see attached the draft law enforcement op ed. The op-ed is up to 895 words. If you decide that you 
do want it shorter, we can remove some paragraphs. Let me know what you think ... 

Jeff 

Amanda Kaster- Averill 
Bureau of Land Management 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
o: (202) 208- 3027 
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From: "Fuhs, Gregory" <gfuhs@blm.gov> 
To: BLM_ WO_lO0 <blm_wo_lOO@blm.gov>, Amanda Kaster <akaster@blm.gov>, Jeff Krauss 

<jkrauss@blm.gov>, "bwinston@blm.gov" <bwinston@blm.gov>, "Crandall, Megan" 
<mcrandal@blm.gov>, Christopher Tollefson <ctollefson@blm.gov>, Patrick Wilkinson 
<p2 wilkin@blm.gov>, Ryan Witt <rwitt@blm.gov>, Heather Feeney <hfeeney@blm.gov>, 
Lesli Ellis-Wouters <lellis@blm.gov>, Amber Cargile <acargile@blm.gov>, Martha Maciel 
<rnmaciel@blm.gov>, "Ronald (Rudy) Evenson" <revenson@blm.gov>, Steven Hall 
<sbhall@blm.gov>, Francis Piccoli <fpiccoli@blm.gov>, Jennifer Jones 
<jenniferjones@blm.gov>, Al Nash <al_nash@blm.gov>, "Rineer- Garber, Cathleen" 
<crineergarber@blm.gov>, David Howell <dohowell@blm.gov>, Michael Campbell 
<mcampbel@blm.gov>, Kimberly Finch <kfinch@blm.gov>, Kristen Lenhardt 
<klenhard@blm.gov>, Jessica Gardetto <jdgardetto@blm.gov>, "Bush, Christopher" 
<cbush@blm.gov>, Sarah Webster <swebster@blm.gov>, Thomas Baptiste 
<tbaptiste@blm.gov>, Donald Manuszewski <dmanuszewski@blm.gov>, Connie Gillette 
<Connie.Gillette@boem.gov>, Bradford Purdy <bpurdy@blm.gov>, Christopher Rose 
<crose@blm.gov>, Jennifer Russo <jennifer _ russo@ios.doi.gov> 

Cc: Derrick Henry <djhenry@blm.gov> 
Subject: BLM Media Wrap-up I Wednesday, December 1 8, 2 019 

Date: Wed, 18 Dec 20 1 9  23:22:57 +0000 
Importance: Normal 

BLM Media  Wrap-up for December 1 8, 201 9 

Associated Press - Twin Metals Mine (ES): Reporter Steve Karnowski asked about BLM's plans for when Twin 
Metals Minnesota formally submits its plan for a copper- nickel mine in northeastern Minnesota to BLM/DOI 
and the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. The following approved statement was sent: 

Statement 
"While the Bureau will not be preparing a joint Environmental Impact Statement with the State of 
Minnesota, which announced on Nov. 22, 2019 that it will prepare an independent, state-only 
Environmental Impact Statement for the proposed project, the Bureau will continue to work 
cooperatively with the State of Minnesota to reduce duplication and to coordinate its review of the 
project on matters, such as data submittals, analytic approaches and public participation. " - BLM 
Spokesperson 

Background 
The Bureau of Land Management (Bureau) is entrusted with managing onshore federal resources 
under the principles of multiple use and sustained yield, which includes recognizing the Nation's need 
for sources of domestic minerals. Consistent with Executive Order 138 1 7, A Federal Strategy to 
Ensure Secure and Reliable Supplies of Critical Minerals, signed by President Trump on March 26, 
201 7, and Secretary's Order 3359, Critical Mineral Independence and Security, mining on public lands 
in an environmentally responsible way balances conservation policies with strategies to create jobs. 
Developing these valuable deposits of copper, nickel, cobalt, and precious metals on the Superior 
National Forest supports economic activity in the region, and provides important commodities 
essential to maintaining a high quality of life for all American families. 

Twin Metals Minnesota LLC (TMM) submitted its proposed mine plan of operations on December 18, 
2019, for a mine to produce copper, nickel, cobalt, and precious metals on the Superior National 
Forest in northeastern Minnesota. The next step in this process for the Bureau is the Bureau's 
preparation of a detailed Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) in accordance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act that will thoroughly analyze the potential environmental impacts from the 
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proposed mine. Public involvement at the scoping and draft EIS phase will be conducted in 
accordance with 40 C.FR. § 1506. 6. FINAL. 

MPR News - Twin Metals Mine Plan of Operations (ES): Reporter Dan Kraker inquired to confirm whether 
TMM submitted its plan of operations and if it would be available on the BLM website. The following approved 
response was sent: "Yes, Twin Metals Minnesota has submitted its mining plan of operations for the proposed 
project, and the document will be uploaded to our e-Planning website/or public review. However it.first must 
undergo internal review, so we can 't yet pinpoint a date for its release. When a date is determined, information 
on accessing the document will be provided via the ELM-Eastern States website under the "Spotlight "  section 
at httJ2_s://www. blm.gov/eastern-states. "  FINAL. 

E&E News - BLM Oregon/Washington Acting State Director (OR/WA): Scott Streater of E&E News 
inquired to confirm whether Theresa Handley would be returning to her former position with the appointment of 
Jose Linares as the new Acting State Director for BLM Oregon/Washington. BLM Press confirmed that Handley 
is taking the position of Associate State Director for ELM- Montana/Dakotas. FINAL. 

Bloomberg, Law360, Billboard, and Reno Gazette Journal - Burning Man lawsuit (National / NV): Reporters 
Peter Hayes from Bloomberg, Michael Phillis from Law360, Chris Eggertsen from Billboard, and Jenny Kane 
from the Reno Gazette Journal have requested any BLM response regarding a lawsuit filed Friday by the 
organizers of Burning Man challenging what they claim are excessive fees charged by the BLM to conduct the 
event. A draft statement is under review with SOL. PENDING. 

Associated Press (Mexico City) - Wild horse and burro gathers (National): 
Abril Mulato, an AP fact check editor based in Mexico City, inquired about information circulating on social 
media alleging that the U.S. government approved wild horse hunting to control overpopulation, and that 
helicopter gathers are used in some cases to kill horses. A background interview is being proposed to address 
these inaccuracies. PENDING. 
#ft## 

Greg Fuhs 

Pub l ic Affa i rs Speci a l ist 
Bureau of  Land Management 
20 M Street SE 
Washington, DC 20003 
Desk: 202-912-7406 
Cell: 202-763-6 1 06 

C heck out BLM onl ine at www.blm .gov 
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From: "Press, BLM" <blm_press@blm.gov> 
To: Jeff Krauss <jkrauss@blm.gov> 

Subject: Fwd: [EXTERNAL] Media Inquiry: Burning man lawsuit 
Date: Thu, 26 Dec 2019 1 7:1 2:55 +0000 

Importance: Normal 

Hi Jeff: Can we use this statement for The Hill and any other inquiries about the lawsuit? This statement was 
cleared through SOL. 

The Hill - Burning Man lawsuit (National): Repoiier Rachel Frazin asked for BLM comment on a lawsuit by 
the company running the festival. The plaintiff claims the BLM is overcharging for fees. 

Proposed response: "Burning Man is one of the largest annual events on America 's public lands, with 
approximately 80,000 people now converging on the Black Rock Desert in late summer each year. To ensure 
public safety and environmental compliance around this huge undertaking, the BLM issues a Special Recreation 
Permit that includes a commercial use fee. As set by regulation, this fee equals three percent of the adjusted gross 
income derived from the authorized use, plus any applicable assigned site fee and/or exclusive use fee, as well as 
cost recovery including application fees." 
#### 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Rachel Frazin <rfrazin@thehill.com> 
Date: Thu, Dec 26, 2019 at 7:47 AM 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Media Inquiry: Burning man lawsuit 
To: Press, BLM <BLM Press@blm.gov> 

Good morning, 

My name is Rachel and I'm a reporter for The Hill. 

I'm writing about a lawsuit by the company running the Burning Man music festival that's accusing the agency of 
overcharging. 

Are Burning Man's claims warranted? If not, what do you think they get wrong? 

Best, 
Rachel Frazin 
Breaking News Reporter, The Hill 
561- 21 2- 281 5 
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From: "Krauss, Jeff' <jkrauss@blm.gov> 
To: June Shoemaker <jshoemaker@blm.gov>, Brian St George <bstgeorg@blm.gov>, Nicholas 

Douglas <ndouglas@blm.gov>, Mitchell Leverette <mleveret@blm.gov>, Nikki Haskett 
<nhaskett@blm.gov>, Beverly Winston <bwinston@blm.gov>, BLM_ WO Jason_O'Neal 
<blm_wojason_o'neal@blm.gov>, Je.ff K.rauss <JKrauss@blm.gov>, Barbara Eggers 
<beggers@blm.gov>, Leslie Holland <lholland@blm.gov>, Anzanette Randall 
<arandall@blm.gov>, Jody Weil <jweil@blm.gov>, Timothy Fisher <tjfisher@blm.gov> 

Subject: Please Review - 2020 Events List - highlighting upcoming major 
events/ announcements/ conference 

Date: Thu, 2 6  Dec 2 01 9  2 0:48:45 +0000 
Importance: Normal 

Attachments: DRAFT BLM Events List 202 0 V5.docx - - - - -

All, 

Please see attached the 2020 Events List that highlights upcoming major events/announcements/conferences. 
Can you please review and see if we are missing anything? Please send any edits back to me by Wednesday, 
COB, January 8, 2 02 0. Thanks. 

jeff 
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Internal Working Document -December 26, 2019 

DRAFT BLM Events List 2020 

January 

• 2 - Bears Ears NM ROD (Salt Lake City, UT) 
• 9- 1 2  - Western Fish and Wildlife Agencies Winter Meeting (Monterey, CA) 
• By Jan. 1 0  - BLM-NM plans to publish a Notice of Availability for the Final Carlsbad 

Resource Management Plan (RMP)/Environmental Impact Statement. 
• 1 3-15 - Western States Land Commissioners Winter Meeting (Austin, TX) 
• 1 4  - DOJ to defend the BLM's Waste Prevention Replacement Rule in California v. Bernhardt 

and Sierra Club, et al. v. Bernhardt. A hearing on the merits is scheduled Jan. 1 4. 
• 1 6  - DOJ to defend the BLM's Hydraulic Fracturing Rescission Rule in California v. Bernhardt 

and Sierra Club, et al. v. Bernhardt. A hearing on the merits is scheduled for Jan.1 6. 
• 1 6- 18- Wild Sheep Foundation Convention and Sporting Expo (Reno, NV) 
• 1 7- 1 9  - Great Rockies Sportshow (Billings, MT) 
• 21 -24 - Shot Show (Las Vegas, NV) 
• 29- 3 1  - Outdoor Retailer Show (Denver, CO) 
• Week of TBA - DOI Accomplishments Week at Interior 
• By Jan 30 - BLM-AK plans to sign the Record of Decision (ROD) for the 
• By Jan 31 - ROD signatures planned ( 1  ROD for GSENM, 1 ROD for KEPA). 
• TBA - DOI Partners in Conservation Awards 
• TBA - 201 8  Oil and Gas Lease Sale Results 
• TBA/End of Month - 201 8  Grazing Fee Announcement - FS/BLM 

February 

• 1- 9 - Great American Outdoor Show (Harrisburg, PA) 
• 4 - State of the Union Speech - POTUS 
• 4-7 - BLM Pathways (new employee orientation) - (Phoenix, AZ) 
• 5-7- Oregon Chapter of the Wildlife Society Annual Meeting (Eugene, Oregon) 
• 5- 7 National Cattlemen's Beef Association Annual Convention, with Public Lands Council 

(San Antonio, TX) 
• 5- 9 - Annual Pacific NW Sportsman Show (Portland, OR) 
• 6 - New Mexico oil and gas lease sale - 72 parcels covering 1 7,668 acres 
• 8- 1 2  - National Association of Conservation Districts Annual Meeting, (Las Vegas, NV) 
• 10- 14 - Alaska Forum on the Environment (Anchorage, AK) 
• 1 2 - 1 6 - National Wild Turkey Federation Convention (Nashville, TN) 
• 1 3- 1 6 - Western Hunting and Conservation Expo (Salt Lake City, UT) 
• 1 6-20 - Society for Range Management Annual Meeting (Denver, CO) 
• 19- 20 - Solar Power Northeast (Boston, MA) 
• 21 - National Governors Association Winter Meeting (Washington, DC) 

1 
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• 23- 2 7  - Western States Sheriffs Association (Reno, NV) 
• 24- 2 6  - National Association of State Departments of Agriculture Policy Conference 

(Washington, DC) 
• 25- 2 6  - Bears Ears National Monument MAC meeting 
• 29- March 4- National Association of Counties Legislative Conference (Washington, D.C.) 
• TBA - National Congress of American Indians State of lndian Nations Address, delivered on 

week of State of the Union speech 
• TBA - Hike the Hill/ Partnership for the National Trails System (Washington, DC) 
• TBA - Idaho Chapter of The Wildlife Society Annual Meeting (Moscow, ID) 
• TBA - DOI Budget Rollout 
• TBA - BLM Wild Horse and Burro adoption schedule released 

March 

• 1- 5- Public Lands Alliance Convention and Trade Show (Washington, DC) 
• 2- 5 - Weed Science Society of America Annual Meeting (HI) 
• 2-6 - Oregon Chapter of the American Fisheries Society Annual Conference (Bend, OR) 
• TBD - American Wind Energy Association Wind Power on Capitol Hill (Washington, DC) 
• 7 - Iditarod Start (Anchorage, AK) 
• 8-13 - North American Wildlife and Natural Resources Conference (Omaha, NE) 
• Week of 9 - UT oil and gas lease sale - 25 parcels covering 32,7 1 5  acres 
• 10- 1 2  - BLM Executive Leadership Team Meeting (location TBD) 
• 10-1 3 - National League of Cities Congressional City Conference (Washington, DC) 
• 1 6- 2 6  - The BLM Emerging Leader program will kick off (Phoenix, AZ) 
• 21- 2 4  - American Indian Higher Education Consortium Student Conference (Albuquerque, 

NM) 
• 24 - MT Oil and gas lease sale - 8 parcels covering 5, 1 8 1  acres & NV oil and lease sale -
• 26 - CO oil and gas lease sale - 39 parcels covering 39,2 56 acres 
• 28- 29 - Ar izona Outdoor Expo (Phoenix, AZ) 
• 31- Apr 2- National Cattlemen's Beef Association Legislative Conference (Washington, D.C.) 
• TBD- WY oil and gas lease sale - 1 05 oil and gas lease parcels totaling about 1 1 8,2 1 9  
• TBA CRS report on oil and gas production on federal lands (happens every year around this 

time after ONRR puts out production data) 

April 

• 2-5 - Great Alaska Sportsman Show (Anchorage, Alaska) 
• 16  - W Y  oil and gas lease sale - 1 25 parcels covering 1 43,574 acres 
• 1 9- 25 - National Volunteer Week 
• 20- 21  - Energy, Utility and Environment Conference (San Diego, CA) 
• 22 - Earth Day 

2 
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• 22 - Administrative Professionals Day 
• 27-30- National Outdoor Recreation Conference (Knoxville, TN) 
• TBA - BLM Pathways 

May 

• 4- 6- Utility Solar Conference (Charlotte, NC) 
• 9 - International Migratory Bird Day 
• 1 3- 1 5- Western Interstate Region 2020 (NACo) Conference (Mariposa County, CA) 
• 20-2 1 - NM oil and gas lease sale - 1 1 2 parcels covering 53,326 acres 
• TBA - BLM Field Committee face to face meeting (Washington, DC) 
• TBA - The BLM Presents National Awards to Volunteers Who Are "Making a Difference" on 

Public Lands 
• TBA - DOI Secretarial Convocation/Valor Awards (Washington, DC) 
• TBA - BLM Emerging Leaders Graduation (Washington, DC) 

June 

• 1-4- American W ind Energy Association Cleanpower 2 02 0  conference (Denver, CO) 
• 6- 1 4  - National Fishing and Boating Week 
• Week of 8- 12  - UT oil and gas lease sale 
• 9 - NV oil and gas lease sale 
• 13 - National Get Outdoors Day 
• 23-26- American Solar Energy Society Solar 2020 Conference (Washington, D.C.) 
• 25 - CO oil and gas lease sale 
• 27- 29 - Outdoor Writers Association of America Annual Conference (Jay Peak Resort, VT) 
• 29-July 2 - Western Governors Association Annual Meeting ( Medora, ND) 
• TBA - EIA Annual Energy Conference (Washington, DC) 
• TBA - PIL T Payment in lieu of Taxes (DOI) Press Release 
• TBA - American Recreation Coalition Honors BLM Employee Legends and Beacon Awards 

(Washington, DC) 

July 

• DOI Employee Length of Service Awards (4th of July Celebration) 
• TBD - Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Elk Camp and Mountain Festival 
• 9- 1 4  - Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies Summer Meeting (Park City , UT) 
• 12 - 1 6 - Western States Land Commissioners Association Summer Conference (Portland, OR) 
• 1 7-20 - National Association of Counties Annual Meeting (Orlando, FL) 
• 21- 2 3  - BLM Executive Leadership Team Meeting (Location TBD) 
• 23-25 - Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation Institute (Salt Lake City, UT) 

August 

• Week of 3 - NM oil and gas lease sale 
3 
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• 1 0- 1 3  National Conference of State Legislators - Legislative Summit (Indianapolis, IN) 
• 1 2- 1 3  - Summer NAPE (Houston, TX) 
• 30- Sept 7 - Burning Man (Black Rock, NV) 
• TBA - Western Energy Alliance Annual Meeting 
• TBA - Annual Mining Claim Maintenance Fees press release 

September 

• Week of 7- 1 1  - UT oil and gas lease sale 
• 8 - NV oil and gas lease sale 
• 1 3- 1 6 - Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies Annual Convention (Sacramento, CA) 
• 24 - CO oil and gas lease sale 
• TBD - National Clean Energy Week 2 02 0  
• 26 - National Public Lands Day 
• TBA - Intertribal Agriculture Council Annual Meeting 
• TBA - Public Lands Foundation Annual Meeting (NV) 
• TBA - Public Lands Council Annual Meeting 
• TBA - BLM Director Announces Winners Rangeland Stewardship Awards Press Release 
• TBA - BLM Director Presents Secretarial Awards - Partners in Conservation Awards Press 

Release 
• TBA - Annual Adjustment to Drilling Fee Permit 

October 

• Week of 5 - NM oil and gas lease sale 
• 20- 22 - BLM Field Committee/Leadership Academy Meeting (Phoenix, AZ) 
• 20-22 - BLM Executive Leadership Team Meeting (Location TBD) 
• TBA - National Wilderness Conference 
• TBA - Partnership for the National Trails System Meeting 
• TBA - Society of Environmental Journalists Annual Meeting 
• TBA - Society of American Foresters National Convention 
• TBA - Geothermal Resources Council Annual Meeting & Expo 
• TBA- BLM Reclamation and Sustainable Mineral Development Award Winners Press Release 

November 

• TBD - Annual Association of Oregon Counties Conference 
• 8- 1 3- National Congress of American Indians Annual Convention (Portland, OR) 
• TBA - National Association for Interpretation Annual Conference 
• TBA - IP AA Annual Meeting (New Orleans, LA) 
• TBA - Idaho Cattle Association Annual Convention 

December 

4 
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• Week of 7- 1 1  - UT oil and gas lease sale 
• 8- NV oil and gas lease sale 
• 17  - CO oil and gas lease sale 
• TBA - Call for Nominations to the Wild Horse and Burro Advisory Board 
• TBA - Western Governors Association Winter Meeting 

5 
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From: "Tollefson, Christopher" <ctollefson@blm.gov> 
To: "weekly _recap@ios.doi.gov" <weekly _recap@ios.doi.gov> 
Cc: Jeff Krauss <jkrauss@blm.gov>, Beverly Winston <bwinston@blm.gov> 

Subject: BLM Weekly Recap 
Date: Fri, 20 Dec 2019 1 5:09:51 +0000 

Importance: Normal 
Attachments: BLM_ Weekly_Recap_Comms_Report_l2.20.19.docx 

Weekly recap is attached. Thanks, and have a great weekend! 

Chris Tollefson - Chief of Public Affairs 

Bureau of Land Management - 20 M Street, SE, Washington, D.C. 20003 

(202) 9 1 2-74 1 0  (W) (202) 3 79-6905 (M) www.blm.gov 
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DELIBERA TIVE 

Internal Working Document 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
WEEKLY RECAP 

For week of Dec. 15-21 
Due by 1 1  a .m. Eastern on Fridays 

Submit to weekly_ recap@ios.doi.gov 

Section 1 :  Noteworthv Press Coverage: Provide a short summary or Links (when available) to 
notable national/regional media coverage or interviews. Include positive, neutral and negative. 
ff not applicable.for this week, respond "NIA. " 

External Speaking Engagements {include date, principal, topic, forum, location and press 
engagement: provide clips generated from this event) 

• None this week. 

Noteworthy Media Queries/Interviews (please include any significant media interest,· note i( 
query is closed or pending; link to coverage) 

• BLM Christmas Tree Permits (E&E News): Reporter Jennifer Yachnin inquired about 
the BLM's Christmas tree harvest program, through which individuals can purchase 
permits to cut down holiday trees - species like pinyon pine, juniper and alpine fir - on 
public lands across 1 0  states. BLM provided her with infonnation and connected her with 
Jim Bowmer, who serves as deputy division chief of BLM's Forest, Rangeland, Riparian 
and Plant Conservation program. Coverage: 
Link: https://www.eenews.net/greenwire/stories/1 061853675/search?keyword=BLM 

• BLM Headquarters relocation (multiple outlets): E&E News Reporter Scott Streater 
asked for comment for a story on BLM leadership conducting two-week stints at the new 
headquarters in Grand Junction, Colo., until the office is up and fully functional. In 
particular he wanted to know what senior leadership will be doing on these stints, how 
many staff are already there to help them, how much it will cost, and if there is any 
concern about the amount of time it will take to travel back and forth every couple of 
weeks between Washington and Grand Junction. He was sent the following approved 
response: "We have the resources we need - which will cover the costs associated with 
the move to get the new HQ up and running." Reporters Kelsey Tamborrino from Politico 
and Caitlyn Kim from Colorado Public Radio requested any update regarding number of 
staff moving west, following up from their inquiries earlier this week. A draft response is 
under review. Coverage: 
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E&E News: 
https: //www.eenews.net/ greenwire/s tori es/ 1061854 24 1 /search ?keyword= BLM 

Denver Post: https: / /www .denverpost.com/20 19/ l 2/ l 7 /bureau- land- management-jobs­
grand-junction/ 

• Bloomberg, Law360, Billboard, and Reno Gazette Journal - Burning Man lawsuit 
(National / NV): Reporters Peter Hayes from Bloomberg, Michael Phillis from Law360, 
Chris Eggertsen from Billboard, and Jenny Kane from the Reno Gazette Journal have 
requested any BLM response regarding a lawsuit filed Friday by the organizers of 
Burning Man challenging what they claim are excessive fees charged by the BLM to 
conduct the event. A draft statement is under review with SOL. Coverage: 

E&E News: 
https:/ /www .eenews.net/ greenwire/stories/1061853 785/search?keyword= BLM 

Reason: https : //reason.com/2019/ l 2/ l 8/burning- man- sues- the- federal- government-over­
permitting- fees-and- a- sketchy-appeals-process/ 

• Associated Press - Twin Metals Mine (ES): Reporter Steve Kamowski asked about 
BLM's plans for when Twin Metals Minnesota formally submits its plan for a copper­
nickel mine in northeastern Minnesota to BLM/DOI and the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources. The following approved statement was sent: 
"While the Bureau will not be preparing a joint Environmental Impact Statement with 

the State of Minnesota, which announced on Nov. 2 2, 2019 that it will prepare an 
independent, state-only Environmental Impact Statement for the proposed project, the 
Bureau will continue to work cooperatively with the State a/Minnesota to reduce 
duplication and to coordinate its review of the project on matters, such as data 
submittals, analytic approaches and public participation. " - BLM Spokesperson 

Coverage: 
Headline: Twin Metals Minnesota Files Formal Mine Plan With Regulators 
URL: https: / /www .usnews.com/news/business/articles/20 19- 12- 1 8/twin- metals­
minnesota- files- formal- mine-plan-with- regulators 
Note: AP article appeared in multiple outlets 

• MPR News - Twin Metals Mine Plan of Operations (ES): Reporter Dan Kraker 
inquired to confirm whether TMM submitted its plan of operations and if it would be 
available on the BLM website. The following approved response was sent: "Yes, Twin 
Metals Minnesota has submitted its mining plan of operations.for the proposed project, 
and the document will be uploaded to our e- Planning website for public review. However 
it first must undergo internal review, so we can 't yet pinpoint a date for its release. When 
a date is determined, information on accessing the document will be provided via the 
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ELM-Eastern States website under the "Spotlight" section 
at https:l/www.blm.gov/eastern-states. "  Coverage: 

Headline: Twin Metals submits formal plans for mine near the Boundary Waters 
URL: https: //www.mprnews.org/story/2019/12/ 1 8/twin- metals- submits- formal-plan - for­
mine- near- the- boundary-waters 

• Bloomberg - Mineral trespass report (National): Reporter Stephen Lee requested any 
BLM response regarding an Inspector General report released last week on mineral 
trespass on public lands. He was sent the following approved response (after the story 
ran): "The BLM is reviewing the report and evaluating the measures recommended." 
FINAL. Coverage: 
Headline: Interior Must Better Manage Mineral Trespass: Watchdog 
URL: https ://news. b loombergenviromnent. com/ environment- and- energy/ interior- must­
better- manage- mineral- trespass- watchdog 

• E&E News - BLM Oregon/Washington Acting State Director (OR/WA): Scott 
Streater of E&E News inquired to confirm whether Theresa Handley would be returning 
to her former position with the appointment of Jose Linares as the new Acting State 
Director for BLM Oregon/Washington. BLM Press confirmed that Handley is taking the 
position of Associate State Director for BLM- Montana/Dakotas. FINAL. Coverage: 

Headline: BLM names Ore.- Wash. acting director 
URL: https: //www .eenews.net/greenwire/2019/ l 2/ l 8/stories/ 1 06 1 84531 5 

Other Coverage: 

December 17 

Interior Department, states appeal sage grouse ruling 

https :// durangoherald.com/ articles/307 07 5- interior- department-s tates- appeal- sage­
grouse- ruling 

Columns and Op- Eds Published 

• Grand Junction Sentinel: An op- ed from BLM Deputy Director William Perry Pendley 
will run on Sunday, December 22. Entitled "Howdy, Colorado," the piece discusses the 
BLM's headquarters relocation to Grand Junction. Excerpt: We fundamentally believe 
that by delegating more responsibility to the field and putting more of our most valuable 
and experienced staff closer to the resources they manage, we will better serve the 
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American people. We have been transparent with the committee in fulfilling their 
requests for document productions, totaling thousands of pages, and Secretary of the 
lnte1ior David Bernhardt and I have both separately participated in committee hearings 
speaking to the specifics of the relocation. We also have the support of a bipartisan 
coalition of Federal, State and local officials for the move, including Colorado Governor 
Jared Polis and Colorado Democrats on the Committee. 

• Casper Star-Tribune: An op-ed from BLM Deputy Director William Perry Pendley will run on 

Sunday, December 22. Entitled "Howdy, Wyoming," the piece also discusses the BLM's 

headquarters relocation to Grand Junction. Excerpt: While BLM ' s  employees work in the West, 

its top officials work in a high-rise office building just steps from the Washington ationals 

baseball stadium. BLM Headquarters ' staff is located thousands of miles and at least two time 

zones away from the lands they manage; the representatives of State, local, and tribal 

governments with which they are required- by law- to interact with; and the people whose lives 

are affected mightily by their decisions. 

Press Releases Oink to coverage) 

• BLM Bakersfield Field Office Issues Decision on Supplemental Environmental 
Analysis: BLM released its decision for the Bakersfield Field Office Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) analyzing the potential effects of hydraulic 
fracturing of oil and gas resources on public lands and Federal minerals within the 
planning area. The BLM's analysis shows that there are no adverse environmental 
impacts due to hydraulic fracturing that cannot be alleviated. This Supplemental EIS 
supports the decisions made within the 2014 Bakersfield Field Office Resource 
Management Plan (RMP) and does not make any new public lands or Federal minerals 
available to oil and gas development. The Bakersfield Field Office planning area includes 
eastern Fresno, western Kern, Kings, Madera, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Tulare 
and Ventura counties. Coverage: 

Kern Valley Sun: https:/ /kemvalleysun.com/blm- bakersfield- field- office- issues­
decision-on- supplemental- environmental- analysis/ 

San Luis Obispo New Times: https://www.newtimesslo.com/sanluisobispo/one-million­
acres-opened- to-oil-and-gas-leases-in- central- california/Content?oid=9 l O 1 125 

San Francisco Chronicle: https://www.sfchronicle.com/environment/article/Trump­
administration-0Ks- leasing- for- new-oil-14903306.php 

Porterville Recorder: https://www.recorderonline.com/news/million- acres- opened- up­
to- fracking- drilling- areas- around- snf/article e3 bd3 6ca- 20e7-11 ea-95 85-
e bdda 71 4920a .html 

#348718.4 

N 



Foothills Sun-Gazette: https:/ /thesungazette.com/article/news/201 9/1 1 /05/feds- crack­
moratorium-on- fracking/ 

Sierra Sun-Times: https :/ /goldrushcam.com/sierrasuntimes/index.php/news/local­
news/2 1286- blm- bakersfield- field- office- issues- decision-on- supplemental­
environmental- analysis- concems- hydraulic- fracturing-of-oil-and- gas- resources- on­
public- lands- and- federal- minerals- within- the-planning- area- including- madera- and­
fresno- counties 

Sacramento Bee: https://www.sacbee.com/news/politics-government/capitol­
alert/article238321848.html 

• BLM Nevada Oil and Gas Lease Sale Nets $171 ,92 1 :  BLM Nevada announced this 
week its November oil and gas lease sale in Nevada resulted in competitive bids for 
1 3,21 7. 126 acres. A total of 268,051 .676 acres were offered during this sale, which was 
in keeping with the Administration's goals of promoting American's Energy 
independence. TI1e combined bids from the sale brought in $ 1 71 ,921 .50, which will be 
distributed between the Federal government and Nevada. The BLM offered 156 parcels 
in Lincoln, Nye and White Pine counties. Kirkwood Oil & Gas LLC had the high bid 
with $41 an acre for 1 parcel containing 1,000 acres. For more details about the sale 
results, please visit https ://go.usa.gov/xV7Ms Coverage: 

https:/ /news3 lv .corn/news/local/blm- gets- just-over- 1 70k- for- leasing- over- l 3000- acres­
of- land- for- oil-and- gas- extraction 

• All Parcels Offered Receive Bids at BLM-Eastern States Oil and Gas Lease Sale: 
Bureau of Land Management- Eastern States (BLM- ES) held a quarterly oil and gas lease 
sale December 12, 2019, that resulted in competitive bids on all of the twenty parcels 
offered for over 6,450 acres located in the Mississippi counties of Perry, Wilkinson, 
Amite, and Franklin; and Monroe County in Ohio. The combined bids plus fees from the 
sale brought in 184,779.00, which wil l  be distributed between the Federal Government 
and the states of Mississippi and Ohio. The highest total bid of 62,600 was made by R 
& R Royalty, Corpus Christi, Texas, for a 50- acre parcel on the Wayne National Forest, 
Monroe County, Ohio, at $1,252.00 per acre. All sale results information is linked to the 
BLM- ES website here: https : //www .blm.gov/programs/energy- and-minerals/oil- and­
gas/leasing/regional- lease- sales/ eastem-s tates Coverage: 

https://www.kal lanishenergy.com/20 l 9/ l 2/ l 9/blm- raises- 184 779- in- mississippi-ohio­
lease- sales/ 
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• BLM Seeks Public Input for the Comstock Geothermal Exploration Plan: BLM 
Carson City District, Stillwater Field Office, is seeking public input as it initiates an 
Environmental Assessment for the Comstock Geothennal Exploration operation plan on 
geothermal leases submitted by Ormat Nevada Inc. The BLM is also requesting public 
input under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act for the project. This 
includes seeking information and identifying historic properties in or near the project 
area. The BLM will be analyzing the direct, indirect, and cumulative effects for the 
proposed exploration operation plan. Public comments will be accepted through January 
18, 2020. The project is located in Churchill County, Nevada, approximately 47 miles 
northeast of Fallon, Nevada. The proposed Comstock Geothermal Exploration Project 
would include drilling and testing of up to 1 0  geothennal wells and access road 
construction. The project would include approximately 49.2 acres of new disturbance on 
BLM-administered lands. Coverage: 

http: //www. thinkgeoenergy. com/pub lic-input- sought- for-comstock-geothermal­
development- in- nevada/ 

• BLM Seeks Public Comment On Big Ledge Mine Environmental Assessment: The 
BLM Wells Field Office (WFO) has prepared an Enviromnental Assessment (EA) DOI­
BLM- NV- E030- 20 19- 001 0-EA titled "Big Ledge Mine Plan Amendment" to analyze the 
impacts of multiple Plan of Operations amendments submitted to the BLM WFO for the 
Big Ledge Barite Mine. The Big Ledge Mine, which has been in operation since 2007, is 
located in the northern Snake Mountain Range in Township 42 North, Range 61 East, and 
is approximately 60 miles north of Wells, Nevada in Elko County. The Proposed Action 
includes: an evaporation system; storm water controls and surface water diversions; 
regrading and placing a cover on the west Waste Rock Facility (WRF); utilizing a reverse 
osmosis water treatment facility to treat pit lake water; disposal of treated pit lake water 
that meets water quality standards, either through direct discharge into the unnamed 
tributary of Tabor Creek or through land application in designated areas; construction of 
a permanent pump house; snow fence installation; new access roads; and lime additions 
to the west WRF and catchment basin. Coverage: 

https://elkodaily.com/news/local/blm-seeks-public-comrnent-on-big-ledge-mine­
environmental-assessment/article ff63ba7 5- 2325- 5 1  b4- 80f3-8456aa6d 1 d55 .html 

Optional: Social Media (List posts you 'd like to highlight as part of a comms strategy or priority, 

activities/issues that generated meaningful engagement.) 

BLM Social Media Highlights: 

This week the BLM focused on holiday themed messages, clnistrnas tree pennits and also gears 
up for the winter solstice happening on Saturday. 

Due to the end of our highly trafficked "#ThankfulFor campaign", the quantity of posts on all 
platforms have decreased this week, and thus received less overall engagement. To encourage 
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more engagement, we are incorporating more general posts on all platfonns to appeal to a larger 
audience and will continue to monitor engagement rates. We focused on the winter solstice 
(1 2/21/19), while creating infonnative content for our viewers to learn about our night skies, as 
well as how to obtain christmas tree permits for the holiday season. 
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Section 2: Freedom of Information Act Reguests: 
Include media FOIA requests that closed this week or are still pending, particularly those that 
could generate a story. Provide requester, topic and any noteworthy guidance. 

• MuckRock News - Tobias Jimmy "A copy of William Perry Pendley's official resume, a 
copy of his financial disclosure form, and a copy of any statements or forms concerning 
his recusals." Partial Release; B6 1 page .pdf copy of resume 

Section 3: Requests to the Secretary's Comms Office: 
List outstanding items you 'd like us to be aware of This can include pending administrative 
items, press releases submitted for clearance, press inquiries pending response, statements 
pending approval. 

• Nothing at this time. 

Section 4: Bureau Executive Team: 
• Assistant Secretary: 
• Deputy Assistant Secretary: Casey Hammond (Principal Deputy Asst. Secretary) 
• Bureau Director: William Perry Pendley, Exercising the authority of the Director of the 

BLM 
• Bureau Deputy Director: Mike Nedd, Deputy Director, Operations 
• Chief of Staff: Amanda Kaster (Acting) 

Section 5: Bureau Communications Team & Contact Information: 
• Jeff Krauss, Acting Assistant Director, Communications (2 02 ) 2 08-69 1 3  
• Beverly Winston, Acting Deputy Assistant Director, Communications, (202) 440-2565 
• Chris Tollefson, Division Chief, Public Affairs & Digital Media, (202) 912-74 1 0  

Section 6 :  Bureau Communication Priorities 
Include bureau priorities or goals. These can be long term or month/week specific. 

Moving forward in Fiscal Year 2020, the BLM will continue to focus on the Secretary' s  
priorities that include: 

• Completing the BLM move west and establishing the new BLM Headquarters in 
Grand Junction, CO 
• Delegating decisions to the front lines 
• Building a meaningful conservation legacy through increased public access 
• Taking a hard look at regulations and modifying or eliminating those that are 
unnecessary 
• Increasing energy development and timely processing of APDs and other permitting 
activities 
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• Implementing the Dingell Act as directed in Secretarial Order 3374 
• Addressing overpopulation of wild horses and burros 
• Completing rule making related to the realty, livestock grazing, and fuels programs 
• Developing policy on the concession authority and the BLM's authority to collect 
donations 

Section 7: Social Media Platforms: https://www.blm.gov/media/social-media 
Provide links to these platforms 

• Facebook: 
BLM National Facebook 
BLM Wild Horse and Burro Program Facebook 

• Twitter: 
BLM National Twitter 
BLM Careers Twitter 
BLM Director Twitter 
BLM Wild Horse and Burro Twitter 

• You Tube: 
BLM National You Tube 

• Agency Website Address: www.blm.gov 
@mvpubliclands BLM National Tumblr @mvpubliclands BLM National lnstagram 
@mvpubliclands BLM National Flickr @mypubliclands BLM National Steller 
@mvpubliclands BLM National Pinterest 
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From: "Krauss, Jeff' <jkrauss@blm.gov> 
To: "Mathis, Pamela" <pmathis@blm.gov> 
Cc: Beverly W inston <bwinston@blm.gov>, Kimberly Dow <kddow@blm.gov> 

Subject: Re: Next ELT 
Date: Wed, 13 Nov 2019 23:26:55 +0000 

Importance: Normal 
Attachments: DRAFT BLM Events List 2020 V2.docx - - - - -

Pam, 

Here you go ... 

On Wed, Nov 13, 2019 at 5:57 PM Mathis, Pamela <P-mathis@blm.gov> wrote: 
Jeff and Bev: 

Mike would like to schedule the next ELT face to face meeting the last week in February or first part of March 
2020. Can you please send/review your Events List and let us know the best dates around other scheduled 
events? 

And, if possible, we'd like to schedule the July session at the same time, either the end of July or first week of 
August. 

Pamela A. Mathis 

Rtnathis@blm.gov 
Associate District Manager 
Diversity Change Agent (DCA) 
Federal Women's Program Manager 
Bureau of Land Management, Interior Region 8 (Lower Colorado Basin) 
Tucson, AZ 
520-258-728 1 { o) 
602-402-7690 (c) 
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DRAFT BLM Events List 2020 

January 

• 9- 1 2  - Western Fish and Wildlife Agencies Winter Meeting (Monterey, CA) 
• 1 3- 1 5  - Western States Land Commissioners Winter Meeting (Austin, TX) 
• 1 6- 1 8- Wild Sheep Foundation Convention and Sporting Expo (Reno, NV) 
• 1 7- 1 9  - Great Rockies Sportshow (Billings, MT) 
• 2 1 -24 - Shot Show (Las Vegas, NV) 
• 29-3 1 - Outdoor Retailer Show (Denver, CO) 
• Week of TBA - DOI Accomplishments Week at Interior 
• TBA - DO I Partners in Conservation A wards 
• TBA - National Congress of American Indians State of Indian Nations Address, 

delivered on week of State of the Union speech 
• TBA - State of the Union speech 
• TBA - 20 1 8  Oil and Gas Lease Sale Results 
• TBA/End of Month - 201 8 Grazing Fee Announcement - FS/BLM 

February 

• 1 -9 - Great American Outdoor Show (Harrisburg, PA) 
• 5-7- Oregon Chapter of the Wildlife Society Annual Meeting (Eugene, Oregon) 
• 5 -7 National Cattlemen ' s  Beef Association Annual Convention, with Public 

Lands Council (San Antonio, TX) 
• 5-9 - Annual Pacific NW Sportsman Show (Portland, OR) 
• 6 - New Mexico oil and gas lease sale - 72 parcels covering 1 7,668 acres 
• 8- 1 2  - National Association of Conservation Districts Annual Meeting, (Las 

Vegas, NV) 
• 10- 1 4  - Alaska Forum on the Environment (Anchorage, AK) 
• 1 2- 1 6  - National Wild Turkey Federation Convention (Nashville, TN) 
• 1 3- 1 6  - Western Hunting and Conservation Expo (Salt Lake City, UT) 
• 1 6-20 - Society for Range Management Annual Meeting (Denver, CO) 
• 1 9-20 - Solar Power Northeast (Boston, MA) 
• 2 1  - National Governors Association Winter Meeting (Washington, DC) 

1 
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• 23-27 - Western States Sheriff's  Association (Reno, NV) 
• 24-26 - National Association of State Departments of Agriculture Policy 

Conference (Washington, DC) 
• 29-March 4- National Association of Counties Legislative Conference 

(Washington, D.C.) 
• TBA - Hike the Hill/ Partnership for the National Trails System (Washington, 

DC) 
• TBA - Idaho Chapter of The Wildlife Society Annual Meeting (Moscow, ID) 
• TBA - DOI Budget Rollout 
• TBA - BLM Wild Horse and Burro adoption schedule released 

March 

• 1 -5- Public Lands Alliance Convention and Trade Show (Washington, DC) 
• 2-5 - Weed Science Society of America Annual Meeting (HI) 
• 2-6 - Oregon Chapter of the American Fisheries Society Annual Conference 

(Bend, OR) 
• TBD - American Wind Energy Association Wind Power on Capitol Hill 

(Washington, DC) 
• 7 - Iditarod Start (Anchorage, AK) 
• 8- 1 3  - North American Wildlife and Natural Resources Conference (Omaha, NE) 
• 10- 1 3  - National League of Cities Congressional City Conference (Washington, 

DC) 
• 2 1 -24 - American Indian Higher Education Consortium Student Conference 

(Albuquerque, NM) 
• 24 - MT Oil and gas lease sale - 8 parcels covering 5 , 1 8 1  acres 
• 26 - CO oil and gas lease sale - 39 parcels covering 39,256 
• 28-29 - Arizona Outdoor Expo (Phoenix, AZ) 
• 3 1 - Apr 2- National Cattlemen' s  Beef Association Legislative Conference 

(Washington, D.C.) 
• TBA - Industry Government Conference (WY) 
• TBA CRS report on oil and gas production on federal lands (happens every year 

around this time after ONRR puts out production data) 

April 

2 
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• 2-5 - Great Alaska Sportsman Show (Anchorage, Alaska) 
• 1 9-25 - National Volunteer Week 
• 20-2 1 - Energy, Utility and Environment Conference (San Diego, CA) 
• 22 - Earth Day 
• 22 - Administrative Professionals Day 
• 27-30- National Outdoor Recreation Conference (Knoxville, TN) 
• TBA - BLM Pathways 

May 

• 4-6- Utility Solar Conference (Charlotte, NC) 
• 9 - International Migratory Bird Day 
• 1 3- 1 5 - Western Interstate Region 2020 (NACo) Conference (Mariposa County, 

CA) 
• TBA - BLM Field Committee face to face meeting (Washington, DC) 
• TBA - The BLM Presents National Awards to Volunteers Who Are "Making a 

Difference" on Public Lands 
• TBA - DOI Secretarial Convocation/Valor Awards (Washington, DC) 
• TBA - BLM Emerging Leaders Graduation (Washington, DC) 

June 

• 1 -4- American Wind Energy Association Cleanpower 2020 conference (Denver, 
CO) 

• 6- 1 4  - National Fishing and Boating Week 
• 1 3  - National Get Outdoors Day 
• 23-26- American Solar Energy Society Solar 2020 Conference (Washington, 

D.C.) 
• 27-29 - Outdoor Writers Association of America Annual Conference (Jay Peak 

Resort, VT) 
• 29-July 2 - Western Governors Association Annual Meeting ( Medora, ND) 
• TBA - EIA Annual Energy Conference (Washington, DC) 
• TBA - PILT Payment in lieu of Taxes (DOI) Press Release 
• TBA - American Recreation Coalition Honors BLM Employee Legends and 

Beacon Awards (Washington, DC) 

July 

3 
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• DOI Employee Length of Service Awards ( 4th of July Celebration) 
• TBD - Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Elk Camp and Mountain Festival 
• 9- 1 4  - Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies Summer Meeting (Park 

City , UT) 
• 1 2- 1 6  - Western States Land Commissioners Association Summer Conference 

(Portland, OR) 
• 1 7-20 - National Association of Counties Annual Meeting (Orlando, FL) 
• 23-25 - Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation Institute (Salt Lake City, UT) 

August 

• 10- 1 3  National Conference of State Legislators - Legislative Summit 
(Indianapolis, IN) 

• 1 2- 1 3  - Summer NAPE (Houston, TX) 
• 30- Sept 7 - Burning Man (Black Rock, NV) 
• TBA - Western Energy Alliance Annual Meeting 
• TBA - Annual Mining Claim Maintenance Fees press release 

September 

• 1 3- 1 6  - Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies Annual Convention 
(Sacramento, CA) 

• TBD - National Clean Energy Week 2020 
• 26 - National Public Lands Day 
• TBA - Intertribal Agriculture Council Annual Meeting 
• TBA - Public Lands Foundation Annual Meeting (NV) 
• TBA - Public Lands Council Annual Meeting 
• TBA - BLM Director Announces Winners Rangeland Stewardship A wards Press 

Release 
• TBA - BLM Director Presents Secretarial Awards - Partners in Conservation 

Awards Press Release 
• TBA - Annual Adjustment to Drilling Fee Permit 

October 

• TBA - National Wilderness Conference 
• TBA - Partnership for the National Trails System Meeting 
• TBA - Society of Environmental Journalists Annual Meeting 
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• TBA - Society of American Foresters National Convention 
• TBA - Geothermal Resources Council Annual Meeting & Expo 
• TBA- BLM Reclamation and Sustainable Mineral Development Award Winners 

Press Release 

November 

• TBD - Annual Association of Oregon Counties Conference 
• 8- 1 3 - National Congress of American Indians Annual Convention (Portland, OR) 
• TBA - National Association for Interpretation Annual Conference 
• TBA - IP AA Annual Meeting (New Orleans, LA) 
• TBA - Idaho Cattle Association Annual Convention 

December 

• TBA - Call for Nominations to the Wild Horse and Burro Advisory Board 
• TBA - Western Governors Association Winter Meeting 

5 

#348741.5 



From: "Press, BLM" <blm_press@blm.gov> 
To: "Rose, Christopher" <crose@blm.gov> 
Cc: BLM_ WO_610 <blm_wo_6 l 0@blm.gov>, Christopher Bush <cbush@blm.gov>, "Ronald 

(Rudy) Evenson" <revenson@blm.gov>, Beverly S Winston <BWinston@blm.gov>, Jeff 
Krauss <jkrauss@blm.gov>, Christopher Tollefson <ctol1efson@blm.gov> 

Subject: Re: Media Report: AP seeking comment on Burning Man lawsuit 
Date: Wed, 1 8  Dec 2019 20:31:27 +0000 

Importance: Normal 

Thanks Chris. Still working on getting a statement cleared for this topic. It's currently with DOI Co1TI1ns. Will 
keep you posted. 

Regards, 

Greg 

On Wed, Dec 1 8, 2019 at 3 : 25 PM Rose, Christopher <crose@blm.gov> wrote: 
Associated Press, Seeking comment on Burning Man lawsuit: Reporter Scott Sonner contacted BLM 
Nevada asking for a comment or response declining comment on the Burning Man lawsuit reported in the 
Reno Gazette Journal. He also asked for any background information that could be provided. He plans to run 
the story 1 2/19 or 12/20. 

Link to RGJ story: h:ttps: //www.rgj.com/storY.llife/arts/burning- man/20 l 9/ l 2/ 18/burning- man- 2020- lawsuit­
bureau- of- land- management/2678285001 / 

Chris Rose 
Public Affairs Specialist 
Bureau of Land Management 
1 340 Financial Blvd. 
Reno, NV 89502 
775- 861- 6480 
crose@blm.gov 
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From: Jon Raby <jraby@blm.gov> 
To: Christopher Bush <cbush@blm.gov>, <emccullo@blm.gov>, <mehall@blm.gov>, 

<jkrauss@blm.gov>, Timothy Shannon <tshannon@blm.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: [EXTERNAL] Burning Man Letter 

Date: Wed, 20 Nov 2019 22:21 : 03 +0000 
Importance: Normal 

Attachments: ATT0000 l .htm; 11.20.19 _ CCM- Rosen _ Letter _to_ BLM _re_ EIS­
ROD _Adaptive_ Management_ Approach.pd[ 

Chris - Please work with WO, Ester and her team in Winnemucca to prepare a response. I 'd like to send that in 
the next two weeks. Thxs 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Crowe, Jennifer (C01iez Masto)" <Jennifer Crowe@cortezmasto.senate.gov> 
Date: November 20, 2019 at 1 1 :49:32 AM PST 
To: "Raby, Jon" <jrabY..@blm.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Burning Man Letter 

H i  Jon,  

I wanted to l et you know that the attached l etter has been sent jo intly from both our  office and Sen .  Rosen's office. 

We have told the B u rning Man  Project and its rep resentatives that we do not intend  to get involved at every bum p in 

the road a nd that they m ust figure out ways to work d i rect ly with you and  you r  tea m  to address the outsta nd ing 

issues. We a ppreciate the previous  assurances you have p rovided our office and have every confidence that  you and 

your  team wi l l  continue to work co l l aboratively with the Bu rn ing Man Project and  its representatives to  come up  with 

m utua l ly agreeable p lans  and proced ures to ensure the annua l  event cont i nues .  

Please don't hes itate to reach out if you have any q uestions or if we can provide any assistance. 

Th ank you 

Jenn ifer 

Jennifer Crowe 
Northern Nevada Director 
U .S.  Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto 
775-686-5750 
775-225-1 488 
400 S .  Virg in ia Street, Suite 902 
Reno NV 89501 

#348607.1 



Jon Raby 

Nevada State Director 

Bureau of Land Management 

340 Financial Blvd. 

Reno, V 89502 

Dear State Director Raby, 

tinittd �rates �cnatr 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

ovember 20, 20 1 9  

We write today to seek c larification on whether the Bureau o f  Land Management (BLM) intends to permit the 

Burn i ng Man Project (BMP) to use an adaptive management approach, as it seeks to meet the mit igation and 

monitoring requirements identified within the Record of Decision (ROD) and Special Recreation Permit Approval 

- published July 1 7 , 20 I 9 regarding the Burning Man Special Recreation Permi t  Renewal . 

Whi le the ROD states that BMP wi l l  be a l lowed to take an adaptive management approach to a number of 

requirements, it also expressly states "[t] he BLM has a goal of implementing al l m itigation and monitoring 

measures by 2022," which is who l ly inconsistent with an adaptive management approach. We are concerned by 

th is i nconsistency given the assurances that BLM gave to BMP during several discussions he ld  over the summer. 

Therefore, we seek the fol lowing: 

( I )  Written confirmation that BLM intends to substantively cons ider the outcomes from the adaptive 

management approach developed together between BMP and BLM prior to imposing any mitigation 

measures l isted in the ROD; and 

(2) Your commitment to developing with BMP criteria upon which to evaluate outcomes and tai lor 

mitigation measures that w i l l  u ltimate ly be adopted. It goes without saying that time is of the essence 

as preparations for 2020 are a lready underway. 

The Burning Man event is an iconic cultural event and significant economic driver for the state of Nevada, and we 

appreciate BLM's partnership in ensuring the event continues to take place for years to come without be ing 

encumbered by unnecessal)' requirements. Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

S incerely, 

United States Senator 

#348825.1 
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Cc: Casey Hammond 

Acting Assistant Secretary for Land and Minerals Management 

U.S. Department of the interior 

1 849 C St NW 

Washington, DC 20240 

Wil l iam Perry Pendley 

Acting Director 

Bureau of Land Management 

1 849 C St NW 

Washington, DC 20240 
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From: Jon Raby <jraby@blm.gov> 
To: Christopher Bush <cbush@blm.gov>, <emccullo@blm.gov>, <mehall@blm.gov>, Timothy 

Shannon <tshannon@blm.gov>, <jkrauss@blm.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: [EXTERNAL] Burning Man Letter 

Date: Wed, 20 Nov 2019 22:29: 37 +0000 
Importance: Normal 

All - Sharing for your info and awareness only. 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Jon Raby <jrabY-@blm.gov> 
Date: November 20, 2019 at 2:27:39 PM PST 
To: "Crowe, Jennifer (Cortez Masto)" <Jennifer Crowe@cortezmasto.senate.gov> 
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL) Burning Man Letter 

Jennifer, 

Thank you. As you can imagine there are many ways to interpret the words in the EIS depending on your view 
of the world. My intent is to implement adaptive management in a common sense way and based on a 
collaborative approach. That has and will continue to be my focus and you'll receive a response from me in the 
next couple weeks to that effect. 

All the Best, 

Jon 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Nov 20, 2019, at 11 : 49 AM, Crowe, Jennifer (Cortez Masto) <Jennifer Crowe@cortezmasto.senate.gov> 
wrote: 

H i  Jon,  

I wanted to let you know that the attached letter has been sent jointly from both our  office and Sen .  Rosen's office. 

We have to ld the Bu rn i ng  Man Project and its representatives that we do not inte n d  to get involved at every bump 

in the road and  that  they m ust figure out ways to work d i rectly with you and  you r  tea m  to add ress the outstand ing 

issues. We appreciate the prev ious assura nces you have p rovided our office and  have every confidence that you and 

your team w i l l  cont i n ue to work col la boratively with the Burn ing Man  Project and i ts  representatives to come  up 

with mutua l ly  agreeable p lans and  procedures to e nsure the a nnua l  event conti nues. 

P lease don't hesitate to reach out if you have any q uestions or if we ca n provide  a ny ass istance. 

Thank  you 

Jenn ifer 
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Jennifer Crowe 
Northern Nevada Director 
U .S .  Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto 
775-686-5750 
77 5-225- 1 488 
400 S. Virg in ia Street, Suite 902 
Reno NV 89501 

<1 1 .20. 19  CCM- Rosen Letter to BLM re EIS-ROD Adaptive Management Approach.pdf> 
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From: Christopher Bush <cbush@blm.gov> 
To: Jon Raby <jraby@blm.gov> 
Cc: <emccullo@blm.gov>, <mehall@blm.gov>, <jkrauss@blm.gov>, Timothy Shannon 

<tshannon@blm.gov>, Ronald Evenson <revenson@blm.gov>, <hohanlon@blm.gov> 
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Burning Man Letter 

Date: Wed, 20 Nov 2019 23:51:09 +0000 
Importance: Normal 

Jon, 

Will do and we will have something for your review within the next week. 

Very Respectfully, 
Chris 

Christopher Bush 
Chief, Communications 
Bureau of Land Management - Nevada 
Office: 775- 861- 6629 
Cell: 775-225-9532 
cbush@blm.gov 
www.blm.gov/nv 

On Nov 20, 2019, at 2:21 PM, Jon Raby <jraby_@blm.gov> wrote: 

Ch.tis - Please work with WO, Ester and her team in Winnemucca to prepare a response. I'd like to send that in 
the next two weeks. Thxs 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Crowe, Jennifer (Cortez Masto)" <Jennifer Crowe@cortezmasto.senate.gov> 
Date: November 20, 2019 at 1 1 :49:32 AM PST 
To: "Raby, Jon" <jrabY..@blm.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Burning Man Letter 

H i  Jon,  

I wanted to let you know that the attached letter has been sent jo intly from both our office and Sen .  Rosen's office. 

We have told the Burn i ng Man Project and its representatives that we do not intend  to get i nvolved at every bump  

in t he  road and  that t h ey must figure ou t  ways to work d i rectly with you and  you r  tea m to add ress t he  outstand ing 

issues .  We appreciate the prev ious assura nces you have p rovided our  office and have every confidence that  you and 

your  team wi l l  conti nue to work col la boratively with the Burn ing Man Project a nd its representatives to  come up 

with mutua l ly agreeable p lans  and p rocedures to ensure the a n nua l  event conti n ues. 

P lease don't hes itate to reach out i f  you have any q uestions or if we ca n provide any assista nce. 

#348651.1 



Thank you 

Jenn ifer 

Jennifer Crowe 
Northern Nevada Director 
U .S .  Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto 
775-686-5750 
775-225-1 488 
400 S. Virg in ia Street, Suite 902 
Reno NV 89501 

<mime- attachment. html> 

<11 .20.1 9 CCM- Rosen Letter to BLM re EIS- ROD Adaptive Management Approach.pd£> 
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From: "Krauss, Jeff' <jkrauss@blm.gov> 
To: Patrickshh Wilkinson <P2Wilkin@blm.gov>, Jill Ralston <jralston@blm.gov>, "Cohen, 

Ilana" <icohen@blm.gov> 
Cc: Beverly W inston <bwinston@blm.gov> 

Subject: Fwd: [EXTERNAL] Burning Man Letter 
Date: Thu, 21 Nov 2019 08:54:54 +0000 

Importance: Normal 
Attachments: 11 .20.19 CCM- Rosen Letter to BLM re EIS-

FY I.. .. 

- - - - - -
ROD_ Adaptive_ Management_ Approach.pd[ 

---------- Forwarded message -------- ­
From: Jon Raby <jraby@blm.gov> 
Date: Wed, Nov 20, 2019 at 5:21 PM 
Subject: Fwd: [EXTERNAL] Burning Man Letter 
To: Christopher Bush <cbush@blm.gov>, <emccullo@blm.gov>, <mehall@blm.gov>, <jkrauss@blm.gov>, 
Timothy Shannon <tshannon@blm.gov> 

Chris - Please work with WO, Ester and her team in Winnemucca to prepare a response. I'd like to send that in 
the next two weeks. Thxs 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Crowe, Jennifer (C01iez Masto)" <Jennifer Crowe@cortezmasto.senate.gov> 
Date: November 20, 2019 at 11 :49: 32 AM PST 
To: "Raby, Jon" <jraby_@blm.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Burning Man Letter 

Hi Jon, 

I wanted to let you know that the attached letter has been sent jointly from both our office and Sen. Rosen's 
office. We have told the Burning Man Project and its representatives that we do not intend to get involved at 
every bump in the road and that they must figure out ways to work directly with you and your team to address 
the outstanding issues. We appreciate the previous assurances you have provided our office and have every 
confidence that you and your team will continue to work collaboratively with the Burning Man Project and its 
representatives to come up with mutually agreeable plans and procedures to ensure the annual event continues. 

Please don't hesitate to reach out if you have any questions or if we can provide any assistance. 
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Thank you 

Jennifer 

Jenn ife r  Crowe 

Northern Nevada Director 

U .S .  Sen .  Catherine Cortez Masto 

775-686-5750 

775-225-1 488 

400 S. Virg in ia Street, Su ite 902 

Reno NV 89501 
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Jon Raby 

Nevada State Director 

Bureau of Land Management 

340 Financial Blvd. 

Reno, V 89502 

Dear State Director Raby, 

tinittd �rates �cnatr 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

ovember 20, 20 1 9  

We write today to seek c larification on whether the Bureau o f  Land Management (BLM) intends to permit the 

Burn i ng Man Project (BMP) to use an adaptive management approach, as it seeks to meet the mit igation and 

monitoring requirements identified within the Record of Decision (ROD) and Special Recreation Permit Approval 

- published July 1 7 , 20 I 9 regarding the Burning Man Special Recreation Permi t  Renewal . 

Whi le the ROD states that BMP wi l l  be a l lowed to take an adaptive management approach to a number of 

requirements, it also expressly states "[t] he BLM has a goal of implementing al l m itigation and monitoring 

measures by 2022," which is who l ly inconsistent with an adaptive management approach. We are concerned by 

th is i nconsistency given the assurances that BLM gave to BMP during several discussions he ld  over the summer. 

Therefore, we seek the fol lowing: 

( I )  Written confirmation that BLM intends to substantively cons ider the outcomes from the adaptive 

management approach developed together between BMP and BLM prior to imposing any mitigation 

measures l isted in the ROD; and 

(2) Your commitment to developing with BMP criteria upon which to evaluate outcomes and tai lor 

mitigation measures that w i l l  u ltimate ly be adopted. It goes without saying that time is of the essence 

as preparations for 2020 are a lready underway. 

The Burning Man event is an iconic cultural event and significant economic driver for the state of Nevada, and we 

appreciate BLM's partnership in ensuring the event continues to take place for years to come without be ing 

encumbered by unnecessal)' requirements. Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

S incerely, 

United States Senator 
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Cc: Casey Hammond 

Acting Assistant Secretary for Land and Minerals Management 

U.S. Department of the interior 

1 849 C St NW 

Washington, DC 20240 

Wil l iam Perry Pendley 

Acting Director 

Bureau of Land Management 

1 849 C St NW 

Washington, DC 20240 
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From: Derrick Henry <djhenry@blm.gov> 
To: "Winston, Beverly" <bwinston@blm.gov> 
Cc: "Fuhs, Gregory" <gfuhs@blm.gov>, Christopher Tollefson <ctollefson@blm.gov>, Jeff Krauss 

<jkrauss@blm.gov> 
Subject: Re: SPOX Handoff 

Date: Mon, 23 Dec 2019 20:37:55 +0000 
Importance: Normal 

They want to know how many employees have agreed to move to the new Grand Junction headquarters and 
Colorado in general. He also wants to know why there are 300 jobs moving to the west, but there were not 300 
MDR letters distributed. 

It sounds like Wi l l iam  Perry Pend ley is saying nearly two-thi rds of those receiving MRD letters have agreed to move west. 
I'm wondering if BLM is now ab le to say how many have ind icated they p lan to move to Grand Junction . I also have the 
same question as it appl ies to Colorado more broadly. 

Also, I 'm seeking clarity on something . About 300 jobs are being moved out west, but about only half that number of peop le 
got MOR letters. What is the explanation for that much-lower number? I 'm assuming maybe the remain ing jobs were 
vacant or people in them al ready had indicated they d idn't plan to move or had gotten other jobs?? 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Dec 23, 2019, at 1: 12  PM, Winston, Beverly <bwinston@blm.gov> wrote: 

what does the sentinel want? 

On Mon, Dec 23, 2019 at 3: 06 PM Henry, Derrick <£ljhenzy@blm.gov> wrote: 
No one has asked about any of the items. The only one is the new, Grand Junction Sentinel one. 

Derrick 

On Mon, Dec 23, 2019 at 12:54 PM Winston, Beverly <bwinston@blm.gov> wrote: 
OK. Is anyone asking? 

On Mon, Dec 23, 2019 at 1 :33 PM Henry, Derrick <£ljhenrY..@blm.gov> wrote: 
Thanks, Bev. 

It looks like the relocation item is the one we can focus on. The other have already printed, or are strill 
with SOL. Is there anything on the relocation for the AP? 

Derrick 

On Mon, Dec 23, 2019 at 7:06 AM Winston, Beverly <bwinston@blm.gov> wrote: 
Derrick, 
Let's discuss before doing anything about any of these. 
CPR has already filed and the Burning Man lawsuit is old news. 

On Sun, Dec 22, 2019 at 11 :47 PM Fuhs, Gregory <gfuhs@blm.gov> wrote: 
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Hi Derrick, 

Welcome back, I hope you had a nice break! This will be a short and hopefully quiet week ahead but 
in any case here are the lingering pending SPOX items from last week, as well as any notes for 
follow-up: 

Associated Press - BLM relocation (National): Reporter Matthew Brown asked for confirmation 
on whether the " 153 people who received MDR letters" figure in Perry Pendley's all-staff email 
regarding the latest move update includes eve1yone who will receive such letters, or whether are 
there more to come. He was sent the following placeholder response (approved by WO-
600): "Unfortunately we can 't get a hold of the right folks to confirm due to holiday schedules. Will 
get back to you when we're able. " PENDING. 

Politico and Colorado Public Radio - BLM relocation (National): Reporters Kelsey Tamborrino 
from Politico and Caitlyn Kim from CPR requested any update regarding number of staff moving 
west, following up from their inquiries earlier this week. A draft response is under 
review. PENDING. 

ACTION: Not sure there's much we can do on the above items this week, but would suggest keeping 
an eye on it with 600 in case we get any further move-related inquiries. Note that Connie is on leave 
but her auto-reply says she'll be periodically checking messages. 

Bloomberg, Law360, Billboard, and Reno Gazette Journal - Burning Man lawsuit (National / 
NV): Reporters Peter Hayes from Bloomberg, Michael Phillis from Law360, Chris Eggertsen from 
Billboard, and Jenny Kane from the Reno Gazette Journal have requested any BLM response 
regarding a lawsuit filed Friday by the organizers of Burning Man challenging what they claim are 
excessive fees charged by the BLM to conduct the event. A draft statement is under review with 
SOL. PENDING. 

ACTION: We never did quite get a fully cleared draft statement. You'll see some back-and-forth on 
it in the BLM Press box. Again, not sure how much we can do on this given the holiday week, but 
keep an eye on it. Note that all of these stories have pretty much already run, so any statement we 
may send is likely to be far too late to be immediately useful. However it may be good to have a 
cleared statement on hand for any future inquiries that may come up as this case progresses. 

That's pretty much it. FY I I will actually be taking some leave on Monday and Thursday but will 
have my cell and occasionally checking email if you need to reach me. 

Thanks, 

Greg 

Greg Fu hs 

Pub l ic Affa i rs Specia l i st 
Bureau of Land Managemen t 
20 M Street SE 
Washington, DC 20003 
Desk: 202- 912- 7406 
Cell: 202- 763-6106 

Check out BLM online at www.blm.gov 
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Bev Winston 
Bureau of Land Management I Communications 

202-440- 2565 I bwinston@blm.gov 

Derrick Henry I Public Affairs Specialist, BLM Washington Headquarters, stationed in the BLM ew 
Mexico State Office I (505) 954-20 1 7  
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Bureau of Land Management I Communications 

202- 440- 2565 I bwinston@blm.gov 
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Bev Winston 
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From: "Henry, Derrick" <djherny@blm.gov> 
To: Christopher Tollefson <ctollefson@blm.gov> 
Cc: "bwinston@blm.gov" <bwinston@blm.gov>, Jeff Krauss <jkrauss@blm.gov> 

Subject: SPOX handoff 
Date: Thu, 26 Dec 2019 22:48:07 +0000 

Importance: Normal 

Hi Chris, 

Not sure who is handling SPOX, but believe it or not, there is nothing on the plate, except for these standing 
items/activities. I'll be back in the office on Jan. 6. My cell is 202-590- 05 1 6  if you have any questions. Happy 
New Year ! 

BLM relocation: Coordinate with Bev Winston and Connie Gillette on responses. 

Authority of the BLM Director: Any inquiries related to: Perry's authorization as acting BLM director; the 
secretarial order's January 3 expiration date; or a nomination for a permanent director go immediately to DOI 
Press, with a CC to Jeff Krauss and Bev Winston. 

Burning Man: Latest, cleared response on December 26, regarding the lawsuit over fees: "Burning Man is one 
of the largest annual events on America s public lands, with approximately 80, 000 people now converging on the 
Black Rock Desert in late summer each year. To ensure public safety and environmental compliance around this 
huge undertaking, the BLM issues a Special Recreation Permit that includes a commercial use.fee. As set by 
regulation, this fee equals three percent of the adjusted gross income derived.from the authorized use, plus any 
applicable assigned site fee and/or exclusive use fee, as well as cost recovery including application fees. " 

Mineral trespass report: An IG report on mineral tresnass was issued recently, and WO-300 (Nick D./Mitch L) 
has been reviewing the report. If there are any inquiries, please coordinate with them to draft responses for 
clearance. 

KXL: Any questions about the Keystone XL pipeline go to this State Department public affairs email 
address: OES- PA- DG@state.gov. 
#### 

De1Tick Henry I Public Affairs Specialist, BLM Washington Headquarters, stationed in the BLM ew Mexico 
State Office I (505) 954-2017  
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From: "Press, BLM" <blm_press@blm.gov> 
To: Jeff Krauss <jkrauss@blm.gov> 

Subject: Fwd: [EXTERNAL] Media Inquiry: Burning man lawsuit 
Date: Thu, 26 Dec 2019 1 8:58:1 7 +0000 

Importance: Normal 

Does Carol Danko need to see the Burning Man statement? Look like she got the same question from The Hill. 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Carol Danko <carol danko@ios.doi.gov> 
Date: Thu, Dec 26, 2019 at 1 1  : 51 AM 
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Media Inquiry: Burning man lawsuit 
To: Rachel Frazin <rfrazin@thehill.com> 
Cc: <Inte1ior Press@ios.doi.gov>, <blm�ress@blm.gov> 

Hi Rachel, 
I 'm looping in BLM press team. 
Carol 

Sent from my iPhone 

> On Dec 26, 2019, at 1 :16 PM, Rachel Frazin <rfrazin@thehill.com> wrote: 
> 
> Good afternoon, 
> 
> I'm writing the Burning Man music festival's lawsuit against the Interior Department and Bureau of Land 
Management accusing them of overcharging. 
> 
> Are Burning Man's claims warranted? If not, what do you think they get wrong? Would you like to offer 
additional comment? 
> 
> Best, 
> Rachel Frazin 
> Breaking News Reporter, The Hill 
> 561-21 2-2815 
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From: "Krauss, Jeff' <jkrauss@blm.gov> 
To: "Goodwin, Nicholas" <nicholas_goodwin@ios.doi.gov> 
Cc: Beverly Winston <bwinston@blm.gov>, Christopher Tollefson <ctollefson@blm.gov> 

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Media Inquiry: Burning man lawsuit 
Date: Thu, 26 Dec 2019 19:03:59 +0000 

Importance: Normal 
Inline-Images: iconfinder _youtube- square- shadow-social- media _ 765073.png 

Thanks Nick, 

We have a draft statement waiting on SOL review. 

Jeff 

On Thu, Dec 26, 2019 at 2: 02 PM Goodwin, Nicholas <nicholas goodwin@ios.doi.gov> wrote: 
FYA 

Nick Goodwin 
Communications Director 
Office of the Secretary 

.S. Department of the Interior 
#: (202) 41 2-2249 

� � �  

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Carol Danko <carol danko@ios.doi.gov> 
Date: Thu, Dec 26, 2019 at 1:51 PM 
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Media Inquiry: Burning man lawsuit 
To: Rachel Frazin <rfrazin@thehill.com> 
Cc: <Interior Press@ios.doi.gov>, <blm=12ress@blm.gov> 

Hi Rachel, 
I 'm looping in BLM press team. 
Carol 

Sent from my iPhone 

> On Dec 26, 2019, at 1 :16 PM, Rachel Frazin <rfrazin@thehill.com> wrote: 
> 
> Good afternoon, 
> 
> I'm writing the Burning Man music festival's lawsuit against the Interior Department and Bureau of Land 
Management accusing them of overcharging. 
> 
> Are Burning Man's claims warranted? If not, what do you think they get wrong? Would you like to offer 
additional comment? 
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> 
> Best, 
> Rachel Frazin 
> Breaking News Reporter, The Hill 
> 561-2 12 - 2 81 5  
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From: "Press, BLM" <blm_press@blm.gov> 
To: "Krauss, Jeff' <jkrauss@blm.gov> 
Cc: Beverly S Winston <BWinston@blm.gov>, Christopher Tollefson <ctollefson@blm.gov> 

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Burning Man Problems - Lawsuit 
Date: Mon, 1 6  Dec 2019 17:09:31  +0000 

Importance: Normal 

Will do. 

On Mon, Dec 1 6, 2019 at 11 :39 AM Krauss, Jeff <jkrauss@blm.gov> wrote: 
Greg, 

We cannot use "No comment" anymore. Please work with BLM NV on a response. 

On Mon, Dec 1 6, 2019 at 11  :37 AM Press, BLM <blm=.P-ress@blm.gov> wrote: 

I 

Jeffi'Bev/Chris, just want to double check: I assume the response to this is that the BLM does not comment 
on pending litigation. Please advise. 

Thanks, 

Greg 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Michael Phillis <michael.phillis@law360.com> 
Date: Mon, Dec 1 6, 2019 at 1 1 : 1 6  AM 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Burning Man Problems - Lawsuit 
To: Press, BLM <blm=.P-ress@blm.gov> 

Hello, 

I hope you are well. We are writing about the lawsuit that Burning Man organizers filed accusing BLM of 
charging an excessively high amount for the event's annual permit and consistently delaying decisions so 
organizers have no time or means to object. 

In addition, they say that IBLA has taken years to decide appeals of the event's permit fees. 

I'm reaching out to ask for any comment BLM has on the allegations that it has consistently overcharged 
organizers, threatening the viability of the event. 

Thank you in advance for your time. It is case number l : 19- cv- 03729 in D.C. federal court. 

Sincerely, 
Michael Phi llis 
Reporter, Law360 
michael . r;1hi l lis@law360.com 
646. 350 . 1 399 

Legal News & Data 
1 1 1  W. 1 9th Street ,  5th Floor 
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