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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC RESEARCH 

Silver Spring, MD 20910 

September 19, 2022 

Re: FOIA Request DOC-NOAA-2022-001431 

This letter is in response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) appeal for DOC-NOAA-

2022-001431 dated 04/25/2022, in which you requested: 

"I would like emails to or from Ishrat Jabin in regards to NOAA Science Council Meeting 
Minutes and/or requests for those Minutes and/or retrieval of those Minutes, or which mention 

those topics within the email. I agree to limit my request to emails during the time frame March 
26, 2022 through April 24, 2022. 

We have identified 18 responsive records to your request. Seven of the records are being released in 
full. Eight records are being partially withheld under Exemption 5 ofU.S.C.552 (b) (5) which 
prohibits disclosure of records related solely to the deliberative process privilege concerning 
communications within or between agencies and are protected by legal privileges. Three records are 
being partially withheld under Exemption 6 ofU.S.C.552 (b) (6) which prohibits disclosure of 
records related solely to information that, if disclosed, would invade another individual's personal 
privacy. Your request is now complete. 

You have the right to file an administrative appeal if you are not satisfied with our response to 

your FOIA request. You may appeal by mail or electronically. 

If you would like to submit an appeal by mail, please send it to the following address: 

Assistant General Counsel for Litigation, Employment, and Oversight 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
Office of General Counsel 
Room 5875 
14th and Constitution Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20230 

If you submit an appeal by mail, you must include the words "Freedom of Information Act Appeal" 
on both the envelope and the appeal letter. 



If you would like to submit an appeal electronically, you may either send an e-mail to 
FOIAAppeals@doc.gov or use FOIAonline, our request tracking database, at 
https://www.foiaonline.gov/. If you submit an appeal by e-mail, you must include the words 
"Freedom of Information Act Appeal" in the subject line and text of your e-mail. 

To be complete, a FOIA appeal must include 
• a copy of the original request; 
• our response to your request; and 
• a statement explaining why the withheld records should be made available, and why the 

denial of the records was in error. 

FOIA appeals must be received within 90 calendar days of the date of this response letter. We 
receive correspondence only on business days, from 8:30 am to 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time. FOIA 
appeals received after normal business hours will be deemed received on the next business day. If 
the 90th calendar day for submitting an appeal falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal public holiday, 
then an appeal received by 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on the next business day will be deemed timely. 

FOIA grants requesters the right to challenge an agency's final action in federal court. Before doing 
so, an adjudication of an administrative appeal is ordinarily required. 

The Office of Government Information Services (OGIS), an office within the National Archives and 
Records Administration, offers free mediation services to FOIA requesters. OGIS may be contacted 
in the following ways: 

Office of Government Information Services 
National Archives and Records Administration 
Room 2510 
8601 Adelphi Road 
College Park, MD 20740-6001 
Email: ogis@nara.gov 
Phone: 301-837-1996 
Fax: 301-837-0348 
Toll-free: 1-877-684-6448 

If you have questions regarding this correspondence, please contact Bruce Pate at 
Bruce.Pate@noaa.gov or at (301) 734-1191. Alternatively, you may contact the NOAA FOIA 
Public Liaison, Tony LaVoi, at (843) 740-1274. When contacting us, please refer to your FOIA 
request tracking number DOC-NOAA-2022-001431. 

Sincerely, 

mily nashes 
Deputy Assistant Administrator for 
Programs and Administration 



From: 
To: 
Cc: 

Qmth ia Decker on behalf of Q!nthia Decker <9:'.nthia.decker.@noaagov>. 
Anita Harrington - NOAA Affdiate, 
science.muncil .execsec:.@noaa.!lQv 

Subject: Re: Science Council Meeting Reminder and Materials 
Monday, Apr'I 11, 2022 4:35: 12 PM Date: 

Attachments: 

Nita and team, 

Please find attached the draft NAO on scientific 1ntegrity and the final PPT presentation. 

Also, could you please add the NOAA scientific integrity officers to the Science Council 
calendar 1nvitation? They can be added as noaa.sio@noaa.gov. 

Thank you, 
Cynthia 

On 4/11/2022 9:40 AM, Anita Han1ngton - NOAA Affiliate wrote: 

Good morning Cynthia, 

Sounds good, thank you for the update! Would you prefer to share your own 
slides or would you bke me to share them while you present tomonow? 
Whichever you prefer works for us. 

Best, 
Anita 

On Mon, Apr 11, 2022 at 9:03 AM Cynthia Decker <c)'.llthia.decker@noaa.gov> 
wrote: 

Anita, 

Good mom1ng! Just providing an update on the SI materials. The SI 
Committee is giving the draft NAO one more quick look and then I'll send it 
and the PPT presentation to you. Should be able to do that by noon. Sony to 
be so late but the group was revising up until Friday afternoon. 

Cynthia 

On 4/6/2022 1 :01 PM, Anita Harrington - NOAA Affiliate wrote: 

NOAA Science Council, 

The materials for the upcom1ng monthly NOAA Science 
Council meeting are available ,here. Please note that TAB 5 is 
f01thcom1ng. We will be meeting from 10:30pm to 12:30pm ET 



on Tuesday, April 12th via Google Meet. 

For those principal members who cannot attend, please identify a 
proxy to serve in your place. 

If you plan to attend this meeting, but have not yet been added 
to the Google Calendar entry, please send an email to 
science. counci I. execsec@noaa.gov. 

Thank you, 
NSC Exec Sec 

Anita Harrington (she/her) 

NOAA Science Council Exec Sec 
Collabralink Technologies, Inc. 

NOAA, OAR, Office of Science Support 

anita. harrington@noaa.gov 

(b) (6) 

Anita Harrington (she/her) 

NOAA Science Council Exec Sec 
Collabralink Technologies, Inc. 

NOAA, OAR, Office of Science Support 

an ita. harrington@noaa.gov 

(b) (6) 



For NOAA Science Council. 
This draft is a work in progress. Formatting and other aspects are not finalized. Please focus on substantive content. 

NOAA FORM 58-5 (4-04) 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

NOAA 
ADMINISTRATIVE 

ORDER SERIES 
SUBJECT: SCIENTIFIC INTEGRITY 

NOAA Administrative Order 202-735D.3 

DATE OF ISSUANCE 
TBD 

EFFECTIVE DATE 
TBD 









































36 Note: DAO 219-1, "Public Communications," at https://www.osec.doc.gov/opog/dmp/daos/dao2 l 9 _ I.html, does 

not apply to employees in bargaining units represented by the National Weather Service Employees Organization. 
37 Department of Commerce. Office of Privacy and Open Government. Legislative Activities. DAO 218-1. 

https://www.osec.doc.gov/opog/dmp/daos/dao2 l8 _ l html 
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NAO 202-735D.2: 

Discussion of Revisions 

























Questions? 



TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

Administratively Confidential & Pre-Decisional 

LOTMC Response on the NRDD Transition Plan Clean-Up 

The NOAA Science Council 

Nicole P. Kurkowski, Jeff Weinrich, & Stephan Smith (Chair of the LOTMC) on 

behalf of the Line Office Transition Managers Committee (LOTMC) 

04/12/22 



Administratively Confidential & Pre-Decisional 

2 



LOTMC - NRDD Transition Plan Update 

April 12, 2022 
NOAA Science Council Meeting 















GEOCOLLABORATE® - UNIFYING NOAA DATA TO ACCELERATE SITUATIONAL AWARENESS 

Unifying Disparate Trusted Data in Real-Time 

to Improve Decision Making GeoColloborolEi 

From space to oceans, NOAA's observing systems, forecasts and models can be unified collaboratively 

"You never know who you are going to be sharing your information with during a crisis ... you need a flexible way 
to share information with current and new trusted partners, on the fly, in a secure and collaborative way." 

Tom Moran, Executive Director, All Hazards Consortium 

In today's interconnected world, every second can make a difference in either preventing an incident or 

responding to an event that affects the Nation's critical infrastructure. The ability of federal, state, local, tribal, 

territorial, and private sector partners to share accurate information quickly is essential to the Nation's security 

and resilience. 

The Federal SBIR program, a powerful Federal streamlined innovation and acquisition program that can be used 

across all agencies, has facilitated the development of a unique geospatial collaboration technology that rapidly 

and more effectively puts trusted disparate data to work 

across platforms and on any device to improve 

situational awareness, inform decision makers, advance 

science and communications, and help to engage the 

public. 

GeoCollaborate (GC) provides a patented solution to 

rapidly stand up an 'on/off' information sharing 

environment internally within your agency or externally to 

a broader trusted partner base that can deliver critical 

USE CASE: GC CAN UNIFY AND SHARE DISPARATE TRUSTED 

DATASETS FROM NOAA TO SUPPORT MARINE OPERATIONS 

INCLUDING NOAA CHARTS, NWS MARINE FORECASTS (SIG WAVE 

HEIGHT, TROPICAL CYCLONE FORECASTS, WINDS), GOMO OCEAN 

OBSERVATIONS, MODEL OUTPUT FOR OIL TRANSPORT, PORT STATUS 

AND EVEN CLOSE AREAS OF THE OCEAN TO MARINE TRAFFIC IN 

COORDINATION WITH USCG AND OTHER AGENCIES IF NEEDED. 

data products (i.e. operational products, prototype products), when you need it most, for as long as you 

want. .. as a crisis is developing, while preserving the security of your data. It doesn't replace websites, 

portals, or hubs, it turbocharges them for better access and use. 

Figure 1: Geo Collaborate enables trusted data from disparate locations (i.e. websites, hubs, portals) to be shared across any platform 

in a real-time synchronous collaborative environment to improve situational awareness and decision making. Data analytics, machine 

learning or model output can be shared and validated by comparing to actual observations in a collaborative environment. 

l INFORMATION SHARING: A VITAL RESOURCE FOR CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE SECURITY AND RESILIENCE, DEC 2019 https://www.cisa.gov/information-sharing-vital-resource 

SECURE SHARING OF INFORMATION ACROSS PLATFORMS IN REAL-TIME CONTACT DAVE@STORMCENTER.COM FOR MORE INFORMATION ©2022 STORMCENTER 

COMMUNICATIONS, INC. GEOCOLLABORATE IS AN SBIR PHASE Ill TECHNOLOGY (PERMISSON GRANTED TO DISTRIBUTE THIS DOCUMENT OR PORTIONS THEROF) ■ 



GEOCOLLABORATE® - UNIFYING NOAA DATA TO ACCELERATE SITUATIONAL AWARENESS 

GC enables a leader such as subject matter expert to identify relevant data and temporarily share it across any 

platform to improve efficiencies, such as to use or validate observations from multiple sources. When you need 

rapid access and to scale the sharing of your information to tens, hundreds or thousands of trusted partners, GC 

delivers. 

Through years of development and by leveraging SBIR investment, GeoCollaborate is now operational and 

allows sharing of data without local downloading or storage, on an easy-to-use interface, implementing log-on 

credentials as needed, and customization as desired. 

How GeoCollaborate Works 

A designated set of credentialed LEADERS are connected to FOLLOWERS by joining a simple secure web link 

then turning GeoCollaborate ON. Within seconds, all participants are looking at the same map and data across 

platforms and on any device. The LEADER has control over the movement of all followers' maps in real-time for 

an interactive, dynamic, and synchronous collaboration experience that allows and empowers each follower to 

interact with the data and later zoom in on their area of interest. Each collaborator can turn their session off and 

move around the information shared without taking possession of the data or losing additional shared 

information. Geospatial messaging can be used highlight specific areas and provide information in real-time, and 

a wide range of OGG-compliant and other dataset formats can be integrated (web services, KML, feature, 

dynamic, images and even documents). After the active leader-follower collaboration session a dashboard with 

the layers presented becomes available 24/7. 

GeoCollaborate's approach has no specific bandwidth requirements to operate successfully. Data from the 

provider is shared into each of the followers' devices but CANNOT be downloaded or saved. The LEADER has 

ON/OFF sharing authority, which can also result in a superior briefing and interactive experience. 

GeoCollaborate does NOT allow the data to be stored locally which has beneficial FOIA results. 

In addition to the All-Hazards Consortium, GeoCollaborate is being used to improve data sharing and 

collaboration between OHS and the Sensitive Information Sharing Environment (SISE), the US Census Bureau, 

and various agencies within NOAA including the National Weather Service (NWS) National Water Center 

(NWC), the Hurricane Research Division (HRD) and NOAA's Global Ocean Monitoring & Observing (GOMO) 

office to help monitor ocean observation platforms and assist in identifying gaps in ocean observations that could 

be filled to improve hurricane forecasting. As the need for trusted information sharing between private sector 

businesses grows, particularly in Climate Services and the new Blue Economy, GeoCollaborate offers a secure, 

efficient, rapid, and innovative means to connect decision makers with trusted data. As an SBIR Phase Ill 

technology, the pathway has been established for a rapid and simple acquisition process at the Federal level. 

For additional information contact: Dave Jones, CEO (dave@stormcenter.com) 410-203-1316 (410-271-4413 m) 
GeoCol/aborate® was developed under the Federal SBIR program (Small Business Innovation Research) and has been 
awarded Phase I l l  status, meaning sole-source justification for every US Federal Agency. White House/SBA Tibbetts Award 
Winner for innovation. 

SECURE SHARING OF INFORMATION ACROSS PLATFORMS IN REAL-TIME CONTACT DAVE@STORMCENTER.COM FOR MORE INFORMATION ©2022 STORMCENTER 

COMMUNICATIONS, INC. GEOCOLLABORATE IS AN SBIR PHASE Ill TECHNOLOGY (PERMISSON GRANTED TO DISTRIBUTE THIS DOCUMENT OR PORTIONS THEROF) ■ 



GeoCollabo,ate, 

an SBIR Phase Ill technology 

Enabling active collaboration and 

unification of NOAA data in real­

time across platform1s and devices 

to improve science> 

situational awareness� training and 

decision-making, 

Briefing to NOAA Science Council 

April 12,i 2022 GeoCollaborate support of CA Civil Air Patrol & CA National Guard using NOAA data (JPSS Fire & Smoke Initiative) 

Dave Jones, CEO 
StormCenter Communications, Inc 

dave@stormcenter.com 
Co-Chair ESI P Disaster Lifecycle Cluster 

Dr. Ellen Prager, Chief Scientist 
StormCenter Communications, Inc 

ellen@stormcenter.com 
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Millions Invested Through Federal Small Business Innovative 

Research Program (SBIR) 

• (2011) Phase 1: NASA Grand Challenge Sharing Data 
• (2013) Phase II: Develop Technology 
• (2015) Phase lie: Extend to all mobile devices 
• (2015) Phase Ill: NOAA Contract 

Phase 111 status: 

Sole source contracting with any federal agency, no ceiling, no time limit 

Initial contracts include NOAA (4), DHS CISA, US Census Bureau 

AU Hazards Consortium (private sector), State of Florida 

SBIR/STTR 
SMALL BUSINESS INNOVATION RESEARCH 

SMALL BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER 

-

GeoColloborate 
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Gulf of Mexico Harmful Algal Bloom Forecast 
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Simple Display control led by ON/OFF switch 

Many websites offering pieces of trusted information 
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Unification of Trusted Data from Disparate Sources, in real-time, onto any map . J 
GeoColloborate 
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ACTIVE COLLABORATIVE SESSION 

Subject matter expert (SME) identifies releva1nt data:sets, 

interprets them1 & pro1vi1des im1pact-based de,cision support services 
--

GeoColloborate 



Fleet Response Working Group GeoCol laborate® Daily Dashboard 

HURRICANE MICHAEL IS AN INTENSE CATEGORY 4 HURRICANE. WIDESPREAD CATASTROPHIC DAMAGE WILL RESULT FROM WINDS, STORM SURGE, AND FLOODING ALONG ITS 
PATH. 

Reload Dashboard 

Basemap: l�s_,te_ll�_• __ v�
I 

Layers 

□ RT Wx Radar-NWS 
ORL-1 

D NWS Watches Warnings 
LIVE-ORL1 

0 NWS 24Hr Rainfall 
Forecast-ORL2 

D Forecast Wind Gust 
6Hrs 

[ 0 Status Red 

[ D NC SoE (Florence) 

[ D GOES-East TC FullDisc J 

[ D Pass Through Michael 

[□GOES-East Meso1 -TC 

D WPC 48Hr Excessive 
Rainfall Fest 

DWPC 24Hr Excessive 
Rainfall Fest 

ID 
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FRWG-SISE Updates 
LIVE TODAY 
CODE RED 

Operational Fleet Movement 
Sharing ,of Trusted Data 

October 10, 2018 

... CAT4 MICHAEL CONTINUES TO 
STRENGTHEN ... DEVASTATION 
LIKELY NEAR THE CORE FOR THE 
NORTHEASTERN GULF COAST. 

State Declarations: 

/llli1ll;tlilD 

Potential Impacts Include: 
• Considerable roof damage to 
sturdy buildings, with some 
having window, door, and garage 
door failures leading to structural 

damage. Mobile homes severely 
damaged, with some destroyed. 
Damage accentuated by airborne 
projectiles. locations may be 
uninhabitable for weeks. 

* Many large trees snapped or 
uprooted along vlith fences and 
roadvsy signs blown over. 
* Some roads impassable from 
large debris, and more vlithin 

• 

After COLLABORATI.VE 

sess ion is over ...... a l l  data 
presented is ava i lab le 

Geograph ic location 

(Area of I nterest) 

can be se lected by 

ind ividua l! user 

Data updates 

automatica l ly 

Lea,de-r/expert ca1n add 

re levant data 

------
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• 

• 

• 



Recent q uotes from NOAA on current priorit ies 

• "We serve a vast array of communities. We want to 
know; What do THEY need?" 

• " ... transforming how people receive and use our 
information. " 

• "Data needs to be findable, accessible and 'sharable '. "  

• " ... until decision makers understand our products we will 
not be satisfied. " 

• " ... provide support for underserved communities. " 

• " ... equitable delivery of NOAA data across all sectors. " 

• "We need to improve information sharing across agencies 
and core partners. " 

• "Our investments in SBIR must not stop at Phase II. " 

7 

GeoCoUaborate SB IR  Des ign Drivers & Evol ution 

• Not tied to your office to provide services/briefings 

• Del iver right data to the right people at the right t ime 

• Reach ing & connect ing with user commun ities 

• Gathering feedback from users 

• Web-based , easy to use interface 

• Cross-Platform / Any Device 

• Works in  low bandwidth 

• Mu lt ip le data formats 

• Real-time col laboration environment 

• Phase I l l  paves the way for widespread adoption 

J- r I 

- --- -

GeoCollaborate 



NWS NWC Exercises - Flood Inundation 
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As of 8:00am ET: Winds 150mph CAT4 
Hurf'icane 'Ida' is going to be an historic 
storm of epic proportions. Rapid 

intensification overnight has placed Ida 

in a unique category. Only two othe.­
hurricanes have made landfall in 
Louisiana with lower central 

Fedtral Moror Carrier 

Safrly Administration 

August 29, 202 I 

REGIONAL EM ERG ENC\' OECLARA TION 

No. 2021-008 

ALABAMA, ARKANSAS, LOIJISIANA, MISSISSIPPI, TENNESSEE, TEXAS 

The Regional Field Administrators for the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration's 
(FM CSA) Southern and Western Service Centers hereby declare that an emergency exists that 
warrants issuance of a Regional Emergency Declaration and an exemption from certain 
regulatory requirements in Part 395 of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety (FMCSRs), except as 
otherwise restricted in this Emergency Declaration. Such emergency is in response to Hurricane 
Ida, and the current and anticipated effects on people and property. including immediate threat to 
human life or public welfare from heavy rains, high surf. flooding, and strong winds. This 
Declaration addresses the emergency conditions creating a need for immediate transportation of 
supplies, goods, equipment, fuel, and persons and provides necessary relief. Affected States 
(Affected States) included in this Emergency Declaration are: Alabama, Arkansas, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Tennessee, and Texas. 

By execution of this Emergency Declaration, motor carriers and drivers providing direct 
assistance to the emergency related to Hurricane Ida in the Affected States arc granted 
emergency relief from 49 CFR § 395.3, maximum driving time for property-carrying vehicles, 
and 49 CFR § 395.5, maximum driving time for passengeHarrying vehicles, subject to the 
restrictions and conditions set forth herein. 

The Emergency Declaration provides regulatory relief for commercial motor vehicle 
operations while providing direct assistance supporting emergency relief efforts transporting 
supplies, goods, equipment, and fuel into the Affected States, and transporting persons into 
and from the Affected States, or providing other assistance in the fonn of emergency services 
during the emergency related to Hurricane Ida in the Affected States. 

Re!lti-irtions and Conditions 

By execution of this Emergency Declaration, motor carriers and drivers providing direct 

0 Arrival TS Winds ML 

m_ 
m 



Supporting CA Civil Air Patrol & CA National Guard - August Complex Wildfire 

A Wheeler, Mark ( Capt <Mark.Wheeler@cawg.cap.gov> 
- To D,veJones 

(D You rtplitd to Um mtnioe on <J/25/2020 11:16 AM. 

� R,ply I <(:) Rtply All ➔ Forw,rd 

Thank you!! Your timing is impeccable, I just presented it on the conference call and its being used as we speak to tailor our 

flight timing for today! 

My PIO was also hoping to get your info and who have been involved along with their affiliation (NOAA, University of 

Wisconsin, etc) so that way we can include it in our internal and external press releases. 

Capt Mark Wheeler, CAP 
California Wing Homeland Security Officer 
California Wing Air Force Mission Support Officer 
(C) 951.742.1784 
Civil Air Patrol, U.S. Air Force Auxiliary 
http:/IGoCivilAirPatrol.com 
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"As I mentioned in my previous email, this effort needs to seriously consider putting a 

transition plan together, one with AOC and one with NHC for starters. If we can get 

GeoCollaborate running at AOC and OMAO, it could also benefit the NOAA ship 

research/operationa l collaborations. The NHC collaboration environment would be a 

model for WFOs to interact with nationa l centers as well." 

Frank Marks, NOAA HRD Director 

"Why doesn 't NOAA j ust make th is a corporate purchase so we a l l  can use it?" 

StormCente � 
C O M M U N I C A T I O N S , I N C .'" 

Redefining Collaboration through Data Sharing 

NOAA A OC Chief of Programs 

--

GeoCollaborate 
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• Tsunami Warning & Alerting - Work with NOAA to produce and del iver tsunami alerts (advisories , 
warn ings ,  estimated t ime of arrival of waves and height expected) i n  geospatial data formats wh i le larger 
system-wide arch itectu re is being developed . 

• Wildfires - Engaging communities, home-owner's associations and individuals in the urban wild/and 
interface to understand their risks, improving response and advancing resilience using NOAA and other 
federal, state and private sector data (partnership with 501 (c)3 already engaged in community 
engagement) - Builds upon existing work with JPSS Fire & Smoke Initiative 

• Hurricane Forecast Improvements - Accelerate delivery of ocean observations into NHC, HRD, AOC 
through GeoCollaborate to advance flight planning, coincident observations near existing ocean 
monitoring platforms. '� collaborative environment will make everything so much easier. " 

• Data Exploitation - Exposing more NOAA data to Food, Fuel, Transportation, Energy, Emergency 
Management, Communications sectors through partnership with the All-Hazards Consortium (AHC) 
(45, 000 members) 

• Underserved Communities - We can build capacity, inform those in need by delivering NOAA information 

equitably, inspire the next generation of scientists, rapidly deploy and put more NOAA data to work - --- -

GeoCollaborate 
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Addit ional appl ications across NOAA: 

• Cl imate Services - Advancing actionable information on climate change across the nation including 
underserved communities and strengthen our efforts to confront the climate crisis 

• Addressing and bu i ld ing the new Blue Economy - Engaging new users of NOAA data, development of 
new ocean constituencies, supporting enforcement, engaging insurance & re-insurance, development 
and real-estate with climate risk services 

• Communication - Expose new users to existing or evolving products, improved briefings and media­
ready graphics, provide easy-to-use curated interfaces for specific topics, data-driven decision making 
and situational awareness, Enhance and improve consistent messaging 

• Scientific Col laboration - Sharing data across disciplines, agencies, private sector, academia 
accelerating research to operations with R20 and 02R feedback 

• Warning & Coordination - JOSS, Oil Spills, Marine Protected Areas, Enforcement, Fisheries, Sea Grant 

---

Assemble a team to look across NOAA for applications GeoColloborate 
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Questions? 

We wou ld be happy to demonstrate GeoCol laborate at any time 

Dave Jones, CEO 
StormCenter Communications, Inc 

dave@storm center. com 

Dr. Ellen Prager, Chief Scientist 
StormCenter Communications, Inc 

ellen@stormcenter.com 

---

GeoColloborate 



Science Council :  This spreadsheet l ists all current open action items currently assigned to the Council. Additional 
information for each entry can be found in the orig inal email assigning this task. If you have any questions, please 
email oar.rc.execsec@noaa.gov. 
Date Assigned Subject Line Assigned To Due Date Status 
or Action 
Number 
201 8 1 009 - 7 

202002 1 1  - 7 

202 1 071 3 - 01 

2021 0921 - 01 
202 1 1 1 09 - 01 a 

202 1 1 1 09 - 02 

State of the Science Fact 
Sheet - Oceanic Extreme 
Events: Marine Heatwaves 
State of the Science Fact 
Sheet - Air Quality 
U pdate to SoS fact sheet on 
stock assessment 
New State of the Science fact 
sheet on methane for climate 
change 
State of the Science Fact 
Sheet - SLR and Coastal 
Inundation 
Transition Reports 
H iring Managers Seminar 

UxS Transition Plan on 
Sta lled Transitions 

N M FS 1 2/ 18/201 8  

OAR Dec 23rd 

NSC End of 2020 

OAR End of 2021 

NOS 03/09/2022 

LOTMC March 2022 
NSC & OEd March 2022 

OAR & OMAO February 2022 

Approved by the Chair and posted to Science 
Council Website 

Approved by the Chair and posted to Science 
Council Website 
Sent through CCU for approval 

Review concluded April 8th 

Showstopper comments will be compiled and 
addressed. 

Science Council will recieve updates in April 
NOAA Science Council co-sponsor a seminar 
with the Office of Education. The first seminar 
was successful .  Planning for the next seminar 
has begun.  
OAR and OMAO to develop a draft UxS 
transition plan to push the issue of stalled 
transitions forward 

t 

t 



From: 
To: 

Anita Harrington - NOM Affiliate on behalf of Anila Harringlm - NOM Affiliate <anita.harrington@noaa.goy> 
Dave Jones 

Cc: KellY Wright - NOM Federal: Fiona Horsfall - NOM Federal: NOAA Science Council Executive Secretariat: Bien 
� 

Subject: 
Date: 

Re: Request for Materials fur Upcoming Science Council Meeblg 
Wednesday, April 6, 2022 1Z:S7:49 PM 

Perfect, thank you! 

Best, 
Anita 

On Wed, Apr 6, 2022 at 12 :56 PM Dave Jones 

Haha! Oops. 

wrote: 

https://drive .google.com/drivdfolders/lXEyP8Du99o6ic Ll-2uAEOknyPlpG9M'?mp=sbaring 

This should help. Apologies. 

Regards, 

Dave 

Dave Jones 

CEO, StonnCenter Connnunications, Inc. 

AMS Fellow, Applications Futurist, ESIP 2020 Partner of the Year 

1 StormCentelW 
C O M M U N I C A T I O N S ,  I N C .,. 

ltd,fiH#lf Co/l11bomtio11 d,f'IJug• D111a Shori111 

2016-2022 co-chair ESIP Disaster Lifecycle Cluster 

2012-1022 co-chair AMS Weather Ready Nation Symposium 

Member: All Hazards Consortium, Sensitive lnformation Sharing Environment (SISE) 

Corporate Address: 

UMBC Research & Technology Park South. 



145 0 S. Rolling Road, Suite 4. 029 

Halethorpe, MD 21227 

0:410-203-1316, 

NOAA JPSS contractor under contract: 1 332KP-1 9-CNEE-J0009 

NOAA NWS I AOML-HRD contractor 

GeoCollaborate® is an SBIR Phase III technology for synchronous cross-platform data sharing and collaboration to 
improve situational awareness and decision making. (SBIR Contract: NNX12CA85C) Sole source iustifiction 

From: Anita Harrington - NOAA Affiliate <anita harrington@noaa gov> 
Sent: Wednesday�M 
To: Dave Jones �> 
Cc: Kelly Wright - NOAA Federal <kelly.wright@noaa.gov>; Fiona Horsfall - NOAA 
Federal <fiona horsfall@noaa gov>; _ NOAA Science Council Executive Secretariat 
<science council execsec@noaa gov>; Ellen Prager 
Subject: Re: Request for Materials for Upcoming Science Council Meeting 

Hi Dave, 

I don't see anything in my drive shared from your email account yet. Would you be able to 
try again and include the shared link in your email response? 

Thank you ! 

Anita 

On Wed, Apr 6, 2022 at 1 1 : 10  AM Dave Jones 

Hi Anita, 

wrote: 

I just shared a folder with you from my google drive that contains my PPT/PDF. I will 
also place two other documents in there as read ahead for anyone who would like to 



review. Thanks and please confirm that you are able to access and download. 

Regards, 

Dave 

Dave Jones 

HelHimlHis 

CEO, StormCenter Communications, Inc. 

AMS Fellow, Applications Futurist, ESIP 2020 Partner of the Year 

1 StormCente � 
C O  M M  U N I C A T I O N S , I N c ."' 

R�4/�firrinl( ( ollulwr11ti1111 lhrt111}lh L>o/11 Slu,rmx 

2016-2022 co-chair ESIP Disaster Lifecycle Cluster 

2012-2022 co-chair AA1S Weather Ready Nation Symposium 

Member: All Hazards Consortium, Sensitive Information Sharing Environment (SISE) 

Corporate Address: 

UMBC Research & Technology Park South, 

1450 S. Rolling Road, Suite 4. 029 

Halethorpe, MD 21227 

0:410-203-1316, 

NOAA JPSS contractor under contract: 1 332KP-1 9-CNEE-J0009 

NOAA NWS I AOML-HRD contractor 

GeoCollaborate® is an SBIR Phase III technology for synchronous cross-platform data sharing and collaboration to 
improve situational awareness and decision making. (SBIR Contract: NNX12CA85C) Sole source iustifiction 



From: Anita Harrington - NOAA Affiliate <anita harrington@noaa gov> 
Sent: Wednesda- AM 
To: Dave Jones -> 
Cc: Kelly Wright - NOAA Federal <kelly wright@noaa gov>; Fiona Horsfall - NOAA 
Federal <fiona horsfall@noaa gov>; _ NOAA Science Council Executive Secretariat 
<science.council.execsec@noaa.gov>; Ellen Prager > 
Subject: Re: Request for Materials for Upcoming Science Council Meeting 

Hi Dave, 

If you want to share a google drive link on your end that would work. I cannot share a 
google drive location on my end because our drives are restricted to NOAA email 
accounts. Dropbox can also work. 

Thank you ! 

Anita 

On Tue, Mar 29, 2022 at 4: 13 PM Dave Jones wrote: 

Thank you Anita. We will provide the slides and some background information as a 
read-ahead. Some of the files are too large to e-mail. Do you have a google drive where 
I can drop the files? If not, no worries, I can send a Hightail link so you can download 
them. Many thanks for your help. 

Regards, 

Dave 

Dave Jones 

HelHimlHis 

CEO, StormCenter Communications, Inc. 

AMS Fellow, Applications Futurist, ESIP 2020 Partner of the Year 



1 StormCente � 
C O M M  U N I C A T  I O N S  , I N c ." 

Redrfini11g Co//nl>ort1tio11 1/iroug/1 /)<1/11 S/,ari11,: 

2016-2022 co-chair ESIP Disaster Lifecycle Cluster 

2012-2022 co-chair AA1S Weather Ready Nation Symposium 

Member: All Hazards Consortium, Sensitive Information Sharing Environment (SISE) 

Corporate Address: 

UMBC Research & Technology Park South, 

1450 S. Rolling Road, Suite 4. 029 

Halethorpe, MD 21227 

0:410-203-1316, 

NOAA JPSS contractor under contract: 1 332KP-1 9-CN EE-J0009 

NOAA NWS I AOML-HRD contractor 

GeoCollaborate® is an SBIR Phase III technology for synchronous cross-platform data sharing and collaboration to 
improve situational awareness and decision making. (SBIR Contract: NNXl 2CA85C) Sole source iustifiction 

From: Anita Harrington - NOAA Affiliate <anita harrington@noaa gov> 
Sen�022 12:26 PM 
To: -; Ellen Prager ->; Kelly Wright ­
NOAA Federal <kelly wright@noaa gov> 
Cc: Fiona Horsfall - NOAA Federal <fiona horsfail@noaa gov>; _ NOAA Science 
Council Executive Secretariat <science council execsec@noaa gov> 
Subject: Request for Materials for Upcoming Science Council Meeting 

Hi all, 

We have you tentatively scheduled to deliver a presentation on GeoCollaborate to the 
NOAA Science Council at the next meeting scheduled on Tuesday, April 12th 



from 10:30am to 12:30pm ET via Google Meet. We have your 25-min brief 
tentatively scheduled to begin at 10:35 am ET. We recommend joining the meeting 5 
minutes before your briefing. 

Please send your presentation/report and any background documents to 
science crnmcil execsec@noaa gov by COB on April 5th. 

Here is the Google Meeting information: NOAA Science Council Meeting 

Tuesday, April 12 • 10:30am - 12:30pm 
Google Meet joinin info 
Video call link: 
Or dial: (US) + 1 
More phone numbers 

Thank you and please let me know if you have any questions! 

NSC Exec Sec 

Anita Harrington (she/her) 
NOAA Science Council Exec Sec 
Collabralink Technologies, Inc. 

NOAA. OAR, Office of Science Support 

anita.harrington@noaa.gov 

Anita Harrington (she/her) 

.l> 



NOAA Science Council Exec Sec 
Col labralink Technologies, Inc. 

NOAA, OAR, Office of Science Support 
anita.harrington@noaa.gov 

Anita Harrington (she/her) 

NOAA Science Counci l Exec Sec 
Col labralink Technologies, Inc. 

NOAA, OAR, Office of Science Support 

an ita. harrington@noaa.gov 

Anita Harrington (she/her) 

NOAA Science Counci l Exec Sec 
Col labralink Technologies, Inc. 

NOAA, OAR, Office of Science Support 

an ita. harrington@noaa.gov 







Category 4 (CAT 5 at landfa l l) Hurricane M ichael approaches the F lorida Panhand le with its destructive winds, devastat ing storm su rge and 
intense ra infal l .  NOAA GOES-East data channels are com bined i n  a 'sandwich' product from CI MSS Real Earth combi ned with NOAA Recon 
reports from the NOAA P-3 hu rricane hunter a i rcraft, accessed and shared across mu lt ip le platforms to decis ion makers for improved s ituational 
awareness via GeoCol laborate. More NOAA data is now avai lab le for GeoCollaborate to share putting more NOAA data i n  the hands of real users 
who can beg i n to assess threats, response, damage assessments and recovery. 

We are exposed to a wide va riety of extreme 

weat her events, such as w i ldfi res, floods, 

earthquakes, severe storms, and volca n ic 

eru pt ions. Natura l  hazards turn i nto d isasters 

when l ives are lost and l ivel i hoods a re d a maged 

or destroyed. Some hazards, whether ma n made 

or natural ,  become catast rophic d isasters 

or large sca le mass casua lty events, wh ich 

br ing ent ire reg ions to a sta ndst i l l .  When 

t hese i ncidents occu r, al l  t hose i nvolved in 

respond i ng and making decis ions need to 

col la borate on the same ma p at the same 

t i me with accurate geospat ia l  data i n  rea l 

t i me across mu lt i p le p latforms. Personnel  

on t he g round need crit ica l i nformat ion to 

assist i n  respo nd ing and making d a mage 

assessments, whet her i t 's  wi ldfi res sprea d i ng 

i n  shift i ng wi nds, i ntense flood ing t hat req u i res 

evacuations and rescue, or a hazardous 

chemical sp i l l , wh i le t hose i n  other support 

capacit ies provide resou rces and i nformat ion, 

wh i le keeping the big p ictu re i n  mind .  

50 J PSS Science Sem inar Annual  Digest 2019 

I n  201 7, a trifecta of storms-Hurricanes Harvey, 

I rma and Maria-rol led ashore bri ng i ng storm 

surge, heavy ra i nfa l l ,  a nd violent wind to port ions 

of the U n ited States, Puerto Rico, a nd the 

Car ibbea n Islands. Harvey made landfa l l  a long 

the Texas coast on August 25, 2017. Its slow 

movement a nd record-sett ing ra i nfa l l  over t he 

Houston metro area led to widespread flood i ng 

over mult iple days. I rma crossed over the 

Car ibbea n Is lands and Florida, and moved i nto 

the southeastern Un ited States. Hurrica ne I rma's 

landfa l l  on t he U.S. coast l i ne roug hly two weeks 

after Harvey marked the fi rst t ime in a century 

that two storms rated Category 4 or stronger 

struck the U.S. ma in la nd in  the same year. 

These storms left s ign ifica nt tra i ls of damage 

a nd destruct ion in  their wake, i nclud ing coastal  

a nd in land flood i ng, extensive wind damage, 

a nd nu merous power outages. The long- last i ng 

impacts to the electrica l infrastructure of 

Puerto R ico from Maria resu lted i n  t housands of 

residents being wit hout power for months. 



As with a ny d isaster, communit ies ca me 

together, a nd in their various ca pacit ies 

assisted those i mpacted. Federa l, state and 

loca l agencies deployed u n its i nclud ing fi rst 

responders who navigated various condit ions 

to perform operat ions on the grou nd. Without 

commun icat ions, many of the ongoing efforts 

wou ld be extremely risky or fut i le. 

COLLABORATIVE DECISION­

MAKI NG 

S har ing of rea l-t i me geospat ia l  data i n  a 

col laborative environ ment is not on ly usefu l 

i n  emergency s ituat ions. Act ivit ies such as 

monitoring ports and dams, coord i nat i ng 

mass tra nsit act ivit ies on roads, ra i ls, a i r  and 

waterways, a nd large-sca le outdoor events 

such as concerts a nd footba l l  ga mes, are 

exa mples where shared geospat ia l  a nd ot her 

data help fac i l itate operat ions. It is referred to 

as d isparate system i nteropera b i l ity or cross­

platform commun icat ion. 

Many orga nizat ions includ ing federa l, state and 

loca l agencies as well as those in  the private 

sector employ a Common Operating Picture 

(COP) to share information. The term, which is 

widely used in armed forces a nd law enforcement, 

refers to d isplays of identica l i nformat ion-from 

a single un it-to multiple parties to ach ieve 

situational awareness or faci l itate decision 

making. The idea behi nd a COP is to have ma ny 

people sharing the same information at the same 

t ime, for exa mple at meet ing or conference 

events where ma ny participants congregating 

at the same physical locat ion can view data i n  

real t ime from one screen, and/or enable other 

participants to view the sa me data remotely 

throug h  web screen-sharing services. 

Some organ izat ions employ screen-sharing 

technolog ies that enable them to reach mult i ple 

parties outside the constra i nts of being in  the 

same physica l  locat ion. The National Weather 

Service (NWS) uses PowerPoint and screen 

sharing technology to provide briefings to 

emergency managers. 

Constra i nts, such as inadeq uate system 

resou rces, ba ndwidth or admin istrative 

privi leges needed to share screens can serve 

as barriers to crit ica l  i nformation d issemination 

when most needed. 

All systems operate independently... "Ours 1s the best, . .  " 

Moreover, screen-sharing technolog ies do not 

necessari ly provide col la borative environments 

that a l low the participants to i ncorporate the 

i nformat ion shown in the presenter's desktop 

video stream. Remote participants can on ly 

view the information being broadcast on the 

presenter's desktop, a nd when the screen­

sharing sess ion ends, so does the remote user's 

access to the i nformation. 

Su perstorm Sandy was one of the worst storms to ever hit the U.S.  East Coast. The storm, wh ich 

impacted a wide swat h of the nat ion's At lantic coast l ine in late October 2012, completely deci mated 

some of the neigh borhoods in its pat h. U n l ike typical coastal storms that move nort h a long the east 

coast, Sandy made a n  extremely rare hard left (westward) turn that put it in on a d irect col l is ion 

cou rse with heavi ly popu lated reg ions a long the At lant ic coast l ine. Accord ing to a n  i nformation 

pa mphlet deta i l ing lessons learned from the Federal Emergency Ma nagement Agency's (FEMA) 

Hurricane Sandy response deployment proced ures ( ), one of the 

biggest chal lenges for agencies was the inabi l ity to gather accurate, rea l-t ime information to match 

resources and ca pab i l it ies to these needs and requ i rements. Su perstorm Sa ndy demonstrated 

fi rst hand the chal lenges of not having access to crit ica l  data in t ime to i nform their situat ional  

awareness. The pa mphlet further states that a "lack of clear informat ion" was a n  i mped i ment to 

decision making as wel l  as to red ucing the severity of i mpacts or making improvements. 
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TRUSTED 

I N FORMATION (T l )  

T l  is i nformat ion  that is fro m a 
reputab le/re l ia b l e  source. I t  ca n 
be com b ined w ith d isparate T l  

sou rces from mu lt i -agenc ies and 
pr ivate sector. 

Each trusted data source is  a 
sepa rate data layer. 

EXAM PLES 

Weather Observat ions 

NOAA sate l l i te data 

P ictures 

So i l  cond it ions in burn sca rs 

Remote Sens ing 

Declarat i ons,  Wa ivers, G u idance 

Cr it ica l  I nfrastructure 

Drone Data 

Cameras 

Federa l  Open Datasets 

State Datasets 

M u n ic ipa l ity Datasets 

Taken as a whole, COPs enable data i ntegration 

from mult ip le sou rces i nto one spat ia l  data 

platform, and therefore help create a u n ified 

approach to situat iona l  awareness a nd 

decision making.  Most COPs, however, are 

characterized as 'cy l inders of excel lence' as 

they typica l ly operate i n  their  own doma i n, a nd 

the i nformation they provide is often restricted 

to aut horized users. No other technology ca n 

perform cross-fu nct ion operat ions or share 

the ir  data in rea l -t i me i nto d isparate p latforms. 

Dur ing events where mu lt i ple part ies need to 

respond a nd coord i nate, as is in the case of 

d isaster response, it ca n be a cha l lenge for a l l  

those provid i ng support t o  b e  on t h e  same 
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map. Many federa l ,  state and loca l agencies use 

the ir  own mapping environment to access data, 

but their systems ca n not share those trusted 

data sources with each other. In some cases, 

they do not even have access to the same type 

of i nformation. 

Having a ca pa b i l ity that a l lows for the d ifferent 

p layers in the field to access a nd share 

i nformat ion i n  rea l t i me, i nclud ing base layers 

and data from remote sites, is vital .  And a 

system that i mproves situat ional  awareness 

and enables data-driven decis ion-ma king 

throug h  the shar ing of trusted i nformation 

a mong al l  stakeholders ca n save l ives and 

protect property. 

STORMCENTER 

COM MUNICATIONS 

StormCenter Commun icat ions was lau nched 

in 2001 to help expa nd access to a nd use of 

science data to improve situational  awareness 

a nd decision making.  It has been worki ng to 

access a nd del iver h igh  resolution data from 

N OAA's polar orbit ing satel l ites for broadcast 

use and i mproved situational  awareness a nd 

decision making.  

The company created GeoCol la borate®, a 

technology that a l lows for rea l-t ime sharing of 

data, such as weather, critica l  i nfrastructure a nd 

emergency ma nagement informat ion, across 

mu lt iple platforms. 

G EOCOLLABORATE 

GeoCol la borate is a patented mult i- platform 

a nd device data sharing cloud-based service, 

developed throug h the Sma l l  Business 

I n novation Research (SB I R) prog ra m u nder a 

NASA g rand cha l lenge. It ena bles data to be 

accessed a nd shared i n  rea l t ime si mply throug h  

a web browser or integrated i nto mult i ple 

d isparate web ma ps to create a col la borat ive 

environment. After years of development, 

GeoCol la borate has now obta i ned the h igh ly­

soug ht, a nd rare, S B I R  Phase I l l  status, a nd is the 

U.S.  Federa l  Govern ment's 'preferred provider' 

for geospat ia l  data sharing a nd col la borat ion. 
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MOBIILE AWARENESS 

Data sharing and co l laborat ion use case for fig ht ing wi ldfi res. GeoCol laborate can i ntroduce a cross-agency coord i nation capabi l ity that leverages 
low bandwidth envi ronments and open government data such as NOAA J PSS and GOES satel l ite i magery to any device in  the field or  operations 
center enabl i ng decis ion makers to see NOAA data in  combination with  thei r own. 

This mea ns that as a " sole source" provider of 

th is technology, StormCenter Commu nicat ions, 

I nc. ca n easi ly a nd qu ickly be contracted for 

l icensi ng, customizi ng, tra in ing, profess ional 

services a nd workshops on the topics of 

data shari ng, col laboration, cross-platform 

i nteroperabi l ity, co l la borat ive decision making, 

virtua l  g lobe data sharing, tra i n i ng a nd more. 

The concept behi nd GeoCol la borate is s i mple: 

a l low anyone to aut hor the content of a lead 

web ma p, share that content, a nd col la borate 

with ot hers in rea l  t i me on fol lower web ma ps. 

GeoCol la borate is ava i la ble on the cloud as 

a hosted web ma p and a data sharing a nd 

colla borative service that meshes data feeds 

from various sources i nclud ing satel l ites, in-

s itu  observations, crowdsou rced informat ion, 

critica l  i nfrastructure a nd even socio-economic 

a na lytics to create map d isplays, i magery, 

critica l  i nfrastructure, rea l -t ime vehicle locat ion 

visua l izations and more. Datasets ca n be easi ly 

downloaded through low-bandwidth cel l  phone 

a nd wireless networks and combi ned with 

other geospat ia l  information on-s ite, to ease 

colla borat ion across a l l  stakeholders i nclud i ng 

those who interpret the data (aut hors, a na lysts, 

a nd su bject matter experts) a nd those who 

make decisions based on that data (managers 

a nd tea m leaders), wh ich ca n lead to effect ive 

a nd va lua ble decision su pport services. 

Bes ides sharing a nd visua l iz ing data on the go, 

GeoCol la borate ca n a lso accelerate the ab i l ity 

for the del ivery of Impact- based Decis ion 

Su pport Services ( I DSS) to a wide variety of 

N OAA partners. Any product visua l ized with in 

the Advanced Weather I nteractive Processi ng 

System (AW I PS) ca n be exported for ra pid 

i nclusion i nto the data-sharing environment. 

GeoCol la borate a lso leverages the expand ing 

G IS services offered by NWS. As more and 

more products produced by N OAA are offered 

via the NWS' I nformation D issemination Portal 

( I DP) and N OAA nowCOAST, GeoCol la borate 

can access and share these services across 

mult i ple p latforms so everyone ca n be on the 

same map at the same t i me. Th is s ign ifica nt ly 

i mproves situational  awareness a nd accelerates 

decision making that can save mi l l ions of dol lars 

i n  wasted efforts. 
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Disparate system interoperab i l ity is demonstrated here with  two d ifferent instances of GeoCol laborate sharing data between them . Th is powerfu l 
capab i l ity can enable existi ng mapping envi ronments to become col laborative and lower the train ing cu rve because no-one has to change their 
exist ing mapping system or switch to another vendor. Th is opens the doors to enab l i ng each agency, organization or  nat ion to accelerate their 
situat ional awareness and approach to decis ion making and is a breakthroug h  for p lacing more NOAA data to work serving decis ion makers . 

APPLICATION EXAM PLES 

Task orders u nder two J PSS in it iat ives-Fire 

and Smoke, a nd River, Ice a nd Flood i ng-have 

hel ped demonstrate how various datasets ca n be 

accessed and i ncorporated i nto decis ion-making 

environments. Flood i ng a nd power restoration 

after a severe weat her event have been popular 

use-cases for GeoCol la borate with ma ny 

others beg inn ing to su rface as more ut i l it ies 

and emergency managers rea l ize the powerfu l 

benefits that rea l-t ime data sharing offers. 

Wildfires 

Wildfires ca n pose serious hazards to the 

environment. Meanwhi le, long range tra nsport 

of smoke emissions ca n adversely impact 

a ir  qua l ity, a nd exposu re ca n lead to hea lth 

compl icat ions for sensit ive members of the 

popu lat ion. Some population groups, part icu larly 

those l iv ing i n  the u rban-wi ld land i nterface, 

are at considera bly hig her risk of the da ngers 

wi ldfi res pose to l ife a nd property. The fo l lowing 

is a n  example of how a GeoCol la borate 

Dash board del ivers crit ica l  information for data 

driven decision making (3DM) d uring a wi ldfi re 

event in Northern CA. Th is exa mple from 2018 
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shows several data layers includ ing satel l ite 

i magery marked with fire perimeters of the 

Ca mp fire in Butte Cou nty, Cal ifornia.  Al l  of 

the data layers origi nate from trusted sou rces 

such as N OAA, USGS GeoMAC (a mult iagency 

coord ination i nformation source), USGS La ndsat 

i magery and crit ica l infrastructure datasets from 

ut i l it ies a nd the private sector. Th is information 

is usefu l for i mmed iate situat ional  awareness a nd 

coord ination because a l l  decision makers ca n 

be on the sa me ma p looki ng at the sa me data 

at a ny moment provid ing loca l,  state or federa l 

partners with access to u n ique datasets. 

Critical Data 
�o.ytr M,nu 

Real.Time 
Weather 

� FIRE & SMOKE INITIATIVE CAMP FIRE - November 8 2018 

The JPSS F i re & Smoke I nit iat ive GeoCol laborate sess ion depicts 
the latest fire perimeter data layer from USGS GeoMAC overla id 
onto a ti mely Landsat image during the Camp F ire in  Northern CA. 
I ntroducing this capabi l ity can enab le a u n ified mu lt i-agency approach 
to s ituational awareness and decis ion making . 

• 
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Floods 

Flood ing a long rivers causes b i l l ions of dol lars of damage every year. Extreme ra infa l l, snowmelt a nd 

jams caused by the breakup of river ice ha ppens frequent ly, putt i ng l ives a nd l ive l i hoods at risk. The 

fol lowing is an exa mple of a dashboard for data-driven decis ion making (3DM) during a flooding 

event. A product l ike the one below can help officials on the ground and at FEMA determine the 

extent of the flooding a nd think a bout who else may be at risk. These steps ca n a id evacuat ions, 

pla nn ing a nd clos ing of businesses so inventories ca n be saved a nd properties protected . 

Ctiitic,al IF1loodl 
D,ata 

Re 1-Time 
Weather 

River Stream 
Gauges (USG

·
·
. 
S) 

6reen1 Dats 

This example shows flood ing along the M iss iss ippi River as a combination of snow melt and heavy rains from severe thunderstorms and heavy 
downpours impacted M issouri , Arkansas and Tennessee. Rap id response algorithms from the JPSS River, Ice and Flood ing I nit iative. Can identify 
where flood ing is occurring and provide decis ion makers such as local officials and FEMA with a broad u nderstand ing of the flood ing extent. This 
helps p lan the extent of evacuations and in preparing businesses with information so they can save thei r inventory before the flood arrives . 

Hurricanes and Power Restoration 

When hurrica nes h it, power often goes out .  Lives 

are threatened a nd those who rely on power to 

susta in l ife-support fu nct ions need assista nce 

rig ht away. The All Hazards Consort ium's 

(AH C) Fleet Response Working Grou p (FRWG) 

Sensit ive I nformation S har ing Environment 

(SISE) GeoCol la borate® Dashboard was used 

to provide sensit ive i nformat ion to fleet ut i l ity 

vehicles respond i ng to requests for mutua l  

ass istance in  t h e  Carol inas a nd Virg i n ia a s  a 

resu lt of the impacts from Hurrica ne Florence. 

The All Hazard Consort ium (AHC) Fleet 

Response Working Group includes both private 

a nd pu bl ic sector ind iv iduals from energy 

companies, state emergency management 

agencies a nd log ist ics coord inators to engage 

i n  the important operat ional  efforts to exped ite 

the restorat ion of power, su pply cha i ns and 

other crit ica l  i nfrastructu res that busi nesses 

a nd communit ies rely u pon such as power, 

fuel, water, food, shelter, communicat ions, 

tra nsportat ion, etc. 

Operational Dashboard Example 

_,, __ .....-11,.,. ,. 
�·,..,, 

·-·­-·-
-�·--� -

The GeoCol laborate Dashboard is being used to coord inate the 
movement of fleet uti l ity vehicles across state l ines to get to d isaster 
areas so power can be restored as qu ickly as poss ib le. The g reen 
states represent 'pass-throug h' states for ut i l ity veh icles whi le purp le 
states are states covered by transportation waivers from the Federal 
Motor Carriers Services Ad mi nistration (FMCSA) and the red states are 
where declarations of emergency have been issued by the governors . 
NWS data layers are vis i b le such as NHC hurricane wind field 
pred iction, best track and time of arriva l for trop ica l storm force winds . 
Key points point out s pecific i nformat ion to support decis ion makers. 

Critical to the process of moving ut i l ity vehicles 

i nto the rig ht locat ions at the r ight t imes is 

accurate damage assessments after a d isaster. 

GeoCol la borate brings together d isparate 

data sources across a l l  decis ion-making l i nes 

of aut hority to save money by improving 
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GeoCol laborate enab les co l laborat ive damage assessment activit ies, such as rap id label ing and d rawing ,  across p latforms so decis ion  makers can 

determi ne how many power poles are down, destroyed or damaged . Critical i nfrastructure can be overla id to provide an assessment of how much 

p ipel ine needs to be ordered to get commu nities back u p  and runn ing with  water, sewer and other services . By col lecting i magery rig ht after 

d isasters, NOAA is enab l ing decis ions to be made rap id ly, saving mi l l ions of do l lars . 

efficiencies a nd leverag ing data sources such 

as N OAA's ra pid response Office of Mar ine and 

Aviat ion O perat ions (O MAO) high resolution 

imagery col lections when tasked by FEMA. 

The FRWG supports jo int publ ic/private 

' integrated' pla nn ing,  ed ucat ion a nd tra in ing, 

jo int i nformation shari ng, and annua l  exercises 

to i mprove power restorat ion efforts and 

su pply cha i n  res i l iency. GeoCol la borate 

has become a crit ica l ca pa bi l ity to enable 

improved efficiencies. 

FUTURE PLANS 

As more agencies a n d  organ izat ions a t  the 

state a nd federa l  levels as wel l  as the private 

sector learn a bout the un ique ca pab i l it ies that 

GeoCol laborate bri ngs to s ituat ional awareness 

a nd decis ion making, ma ny doors wi l l  open for 

how NOAA data ca n support these efforts. For 

years, producers of science- based datasets 

a nd information sou rces have strugg led to 

u nderstand how research resu lts ca n tra nsit ion 

to operat ional  i mplementat ion. GeoCol la borate 

ca n bridge that gap a nd place research 

prod ucts in front of decision makers ra pid ly a nd 
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provide the ca pa bi l ity to del iver feed back to 

those researchers. 

GeoCol laborate can a lso improve efficiencies 

for qua l ity-contro l l i ng datasets against i n-situ 

measurements by bri nging those d isparate 

observations together. It is the hope of Dave 

Jones, Fou nder and CEO of StormCenter 

Communicat ions, I nc. that GeoCol la borate ca n 

tra nsform how researchers a nd operat ional  

decision makers work together to accelerate 

R2O a nd O2R and enable the sharing of 

research fi nd i ngs that ca n benefit in novation, 

decision makers and the private sector. 

Tra i n i ng ca n be accelerated a nd the con nection 

between tra i n i ng center a nd operat ions can be 

ma i ntai ned i ndefi n itely. Th is has d i rect economic 

impacts a nd benefits to be ga ined as more 

people u nderstand the power of rea l-t ime data 

sharing across p latforms. 

For N OAA, the i nvention of GeoCol la borate 

means that there is now a vehicle ava i la ble 

to del iver trusted N OAA and other open 

government data sources into decision making 

environments efficiently and effect ively, saving 

t ime a nd money. Th is mea ns a host of new users 



is j ust around the corner with every use case that 

gets identified . As weather events become more 

i ntense and c l imate change impacts more and 

more people arou nd the world, GeoCol la borate 

can provide the environment for domest ic and 

i nternational  col la borat ion from any computer, 

tablet or mobi le device. 

SUM MARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

GeoCol la borate a l lows many users includ ing 

federa l, state a nd loca l agencies as wel l  as private 

sector organ izat ions to share trusted data in rea l 

t ime across a ny platform or device to ena ble 

Story Source 

col laborat ion a nd sharing of data when it's 

most needed . This is a ca pa bi l ity that has been 

needed for decades and is st i l l  being ident ified 

as a need with in  agencies a nd the private sector 

to accelerate data access and sharing. Now 

that a data sharing a nd col laborat ion platform 

exists, more attent ion can be a ppl ied toward 

appl icat ions a nd appl ied benefits of N OAA data 

in bot h operat ional a nd research environments. 

This wi l l  benefit ot her agencies at the federa l ,  

state a nd local levels as well  as the private sector 

and NGOs. ❖ 

Materia ls obtained from JPSS February Science Seminar  tit led "Del ivering J PSS Data to I mprove Situat io n a l  Awareness and 
Decis ion Maki n g ." 

Additional Resources 

How GeoCol la borate® wo rks: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=020gj n ti4Qk&index=3&l ist= PLEXjtR48sZXE88l KLsX lcOr 
0X-Lh pS-3u&t=0s 

Member H i g h l ig h t: StormCenter Co mmun ications, I n c. https://www.esipfed .o rg/member-h i g h l i g h ts/member- h i g h l ight­
stormcenter-co mmun ications- inc  

The Promise of JPSS, Storm Center Commun ications. h ttps://youtu . be/eu lPPfwexaE 
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GEOCOLLABORATE® - UNIFYING NOAA DATA TO ACCELERATE SITUATIONAL AWARENESS 

Unifying Disparate Trusted Data in Real-Time 

to Improve Decision Making GeoColloborolEi 

From space to oceans, NOAA's observing systems, forecasts and models can be unified collaboratively 

"You never know who you are going to be sharing your information with during a crisis ... you need a flexible way 
to share information with current and new trusted partners, on the fly, in a secure and collaborative way." 

Tom Moran, Executive Director, All Hazards Consortium 

In today's interconnected world, every second can make a difference in either preventing an incident or 

responding to an event that affects the Nation's critical infrastructure. The ability of federal, state, local, tribal, 

territorial, and private sector partners to share accurate information quickly is essential to the Nation's security 

and resilience. 

The Federal SBIR program, a powerful Federal streamlined innovation and acquisition program that can be used 

across all agencies, has facilitated the development of a unique geospatial collaboration technology that rapidly 

and more effectively puts trusted disparate data to work 

across platforms and on any device to improve 

situational awareness, inform decision makers, advance 

science and communications, and help to engage the 

public. 

GeoCollaborate (GC) provides a patented solution to 

rapidly stand up an 'on/off' information sharing 

environment internally within your agency or externally to 

a broader trusted partner base that can deliver critical 

USE CASE: GC CAN UNIFY AND SHARE DISPARATE TRUSTED 

DATASETS FROM NOAA TO SUPPORT MARINE OPERATIONS 

INCLUDING NOAA CHARTS, NWS MARINE FORECASTS (SIG WAVE 

HEIGHT, TROPICAL CYCLONE FORECASTS, WINDS), GOMO OCEAN 

OBSERVATIONS, MODEL OUTPUT FOR OIL TRANSPORT, PORT STATUS 

AND EVEN CLOSE AREAS OF THE OCEAN TO MARINE TRAFFIC IN 

COORDINATION WITH USCG AND OTHER AGENCIES IF NEEDED. 

data products (i.e. operational products, prototype products), when you need it most, for as long as you 

want. .. as a crisis is developing, while preserving the security of your data. It doesn't replace websites, 

portals, or hubs, it turbocharges them for better access and use. 

Figure 1: Geo Collaborate enables trusted data from disparate locations (i.e. websites, hubs, portals) to be shared across any platform 

in a real-time synchronous collaborative environment to improve situational awareness and decision making. Data analytics, machine 

learning or model output can be shared and validated by comparing to actual observations in a collaborative environment. 

l INFORMATION SHARING: A VITAL RESOURCE FOR CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE SECURITY AND RESILIENCE, DEC 2019 https://www.cisa.gov/information-sharing-vital-resource 

SECURE SHARING OF INFORMATION ACROSS PLATFORMS IN REAL-TIME CONTACT DAVE@STORMCENTER.COM FOR MORE INFORMATION ©2022 STORMCENTER 

COMMUNICATIONS, INC. GEOCOLLABORATE IS AN SBIR PHASE Ill TECHNOLOGY (PERMISSON GRANTED TO DISTRIBUTE THIS DOCUMENT OR PORTIONS THEROF) ■ 



GEOCOLLABORATE® - UNIFYING NOAA DATA TO ACCELERATE SITUATIONAL AWARENESS 

GC enables a leader such as subject matter expert to identify relevant data and temporarily share it across any 

platform to improve efficiencies, such as to use or validate observations from multiple sources. When you need 

rapid access and to scale the sharing of your information to tens, hundreds or thousands of trusted partners, GC 

delivers. 

Through years of development and by leveraging SBIR investment, GeoCollaborate is now operational and 

allows sharing of data without local downloading or storage, on an easy-to-use interface, implementing log-on 

credentials as needed, and customization as desired. 

How GeoCollaborate Works 

A designated set of credentialed LEADERS are connected to FOLLOWERS by joining a simple secure web link 

then turning GeoCollaborate ON. Within seconds, all participants are looking at the same map and data across 

platforms and on any device. The LEADER has control over the movement of all followers' maps in real-time for 

an interactive, dynamic, and synchronous collaboration experience that allows and empowers each follower to 

interact with the data and later zoom in on their area of interest. Each collaborator can turn their session off and 

move around the information shared without taking possession of the data or losing additional shared 

information. Geospatial messaging can be used highlight specific areas and provide information in real-time, and 

a wide range of OGG-compliant and other dataset formats can be integrated (web services, KML, feature, 

dynamic, images and even documents). After the active leader-follower collaboration session a dashboard with 

the layers presented becomes available 24/7. 

GeoCollaborate's approach has no specific bandwidth requirements to operate successfully. Data from the 

provider is shared into each of the followers' devices but CANNOT be downloaded or saved. The LEADER has 

ON/OFF sharing authority, which can also result in a superior briefing and interactive experience. 

GeoCollaborate does NOT allow the data to be stored locally which has beneficial FOIA results. 

In addition to the All-Hazards Consortium, GeoCollaborate is being used to improve data sharing and 

collaboration between OHS and the Sensitive Information Sharing Environment (SISE), the US Census Bureau, 

and various agencies within NOAA including the National Weather Service (NWS) National Water Center 

(NWC), the Hurricane Research Division (HRD) and NOAA's Global Ocean Monitoring & Observing (GOMO) 

office to help monitor ocean observation platforms and assist in identifying gaps in ocean observations that could 

be filled to improve hurricane forecasting. As the need for trusted information sharing between private sector 

businesses grows, particularly in Climate Services and the new Blue Economy, GeoCollaborate offers a secure, 

efficient, rapid, and innovative means to connect decision makers with trusted data. As an SBIR Phase Ill 

technology, the pathway has been established for a rapid and simple acquisition process at the Federal level. 

For additional information contact: Dave Jones, CEO (dave@stormcenter.com) 410-203-1316 (410-271-4413 m) 
GeoCol/aborate® was developed under the Federal SBIR program (Small Business Innovation Research) and has been 
awarded Phase I l l  status, meaning sole-source justification for every US Federal Agency. White House/SBA Tibbetts Award 
Winner for innovation. 

SECURE SHARING OF INFORMATION ACROSS PLATFORMS IN REAL-TIME CONTACT DAVE@STORMCENTER.COM FOR MORE INFORMATION ©2022 STORMCENTER 

COMMUNICATIONS, INC. GEOCOLLABORATE IS AN SBIR PHASE Ill TECHNOLOGY (PERMISSON GRANTED TO DISTRIBUTE THIS DOCUMENT OR PORTIONS THEROF) ■ 



GeoCollabo,ate, 

an SBIR Phase Ill technology 

Enabling active collaboration and 

unification of NOAA data in real­

time across platform1s and devices 

to improve science> 

situational awareness� training and 

decision-making, 

Briefing to NOAA Science Council 

April 12,i 2022 GeoCollaborate support of CA Civil Air Patrol & CA National Guard using NOAA data (JPSS Fire & Smoke Initiative) 

Dave Jones, CEO 
StormCenter Communications, Inc 

dave@stormcenter.com 
Co-Chair ESI P Disaster Lifecycle Cluster 

Dr. Ellen Prager, Chief Scientist 
StormCenter Communications, Inc 

ellen@stormcenter.com 
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Millions Invested Through Federal Small Business Innovative 

Research Program (SBIR) 

• (2011) Phase 1: NASA Grand Challenge Sharing Data 
• (2013) Phase II: Develop Technology 
• (2015) Phase lie: Extend to all mobile devices 
• (2015) Phase Ill: NOAA Contract 

Phase 1 1 1  status :  
Sole source contracting with any federal agency, no ceiling, no time limit 

Initial contracts include NOAA (4), DHS CISA, US Census Bureau 

AU Hazards Consortium (private sector), State of Florida 

SBIR/STTR 
SMALL BUSINESS INNOVATION RESEARCH 

SMALL BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER 

-
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Gulf of Mexico Harmful Algal Bloom Forecast Best experienced with Google Chrome or Microsoft Edge bro·11sers. If you're still experiencing issues, please visit our Blue-Green Algal Bloom Weeki 
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Water Impairment 

SELECT A BASIN 
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Gulf of Mexico Harmful Algal Bloom Forecast 
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Simple Display control led by ON/OFF switch 

Many websites offering pieces of trusted information 
-----

Unification of Trusted Data from Disparate Sources, in real-time, onto any map . J 
GeoColloborate 

In :he GJIF o' Mex co,5one harmfu l 3l~al blooms arc causod b/th~ n 1~roo,::ow: alf;cespc-c1c:; Kcrc.11~ ~rcv.c, c:mmonly ca\ld r::d t,cc. r:c "'° ~· 
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ACTIVE COLLABORATIVE SESSION 

Subject matter expert (SME) identifies releva1nt data:sets, 

interprets them1 & pro1vi1des im1pact-based de,cision support services 
--

GeoColloborate 



Fleet Response Working Group GeoCol laborate® Daily Dashboard 

HURRICANE MICHAEL IS AN INTENSE CATEGORY 4 HURRICANE. WIDESPREAD CATASTROPHIC DAMAGE WILL RESULT FROM WINDS, STORM SURGE, AND FLOODING ALONG ITS 
PATH. 

Reload Dashboard 

Basemap: l�s_,te_ll�_• __ v�
I 

Layers 

□ RT Wx Radar-NWS 
ORL-1 

D NWS Watches Warnings 
LIVE-ORL1 

0 NWS 24Hr Rainfall 
Forecast-ORL2 

D Forecast Wind Gust 
6Hrs 

[ 0 Status Red 

[ D NC SoE (Florence) 

[ D GOES-East TC FullDisc J 

[ D Pass Through Michael 

[□GOES-East Meso1 -TC 

D WPC 48Hr Excessive 
Rainfall Fest 

DWPC 24Hr Excessive 
Rainfall Fest 

ID 
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FRWG-SISE Updates 
LIVE TODAY 
CODE RED 

Operational Fleet Movement 
Sharing ,of Trusted Data 

October 10, 2018 

... CAT4 MICHAEL CONTINUES TO 
STRENGTHEN ... DEVASTATION 
LIKELY NEAR THE CORE FOR THE 
NORTHEASTERN GULF COAST. 

State Declarations: 

/llli1ll;tlilD 

Potential Impacts Include: 
• Considerable roof damage to 
sturdy buildings, with some 
having window, door, and garage 
door failures leading to structural 

damage. Mobile homes severely 
damaged, with some destroyed. 
Damage accentuated by airborne 
projectiles. locations may be 
uninhabitable for weeks. 

* Many large trees snapped or 
uprooted along vlith fences and 
roadvsy signs blown over. 
* Some roads impassable from 
large debris, and more vlithin 

• 

After COLLABORATI.VE 

sess ion is over ...... a l l  data 
presented is ava i lab le 

Geograph ic location 

(Area of I nterest) 

can be se lected by 

ind ividua l! user 

Data updates 

automatica l ly 

Lea,de-r/expert ca1n add 

re levant data 

------

GeoColloborate 

• 

• 

• 



Recent q uotes from NOAA on current priorit ies 

• "We serve a vast array of communities. We want to 
know; What do THEY need?" 

• " ... transforming how people receive and use our 
information. " 

• "Data needs to be findable, accessible and 'sharable '. "  

• " ... until decision makers understand our products we will 
not be satisfied. " 

• " ... provide support for underserved communities. " 

• " ... equitable delivery of NOAA data across all sectors. " 

• "We need to improve information sharing across agencies 
and core partners. " 

• "Our investments in SBIR must not stop at Phase II. " 

7 

GeoCoUaborate SB IR  Des ign Drivers & Evol ution 

• Not tied to your office to provide services/briefings 

• Del iver right data to the right people at the right t ime 

• Reach ing & connect ing with user commun ities 

• Gathering feedback from users 

• Web-based , easy to use interface 

• Cross-Platform / Any Device 

• Works in  low bandwidth 

• Mu lt ip le data formats 

• Real-time col laboration environment 

• Phase I l l  paves the way for widespread adoption 

J- r I 

- --- -

GeoCollaborate 
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Collaboration Session Layers 
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Al l Hazards Consortium (AHC, 45,000+ members) 
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Animation Control 

I Other Functions 

Watching the Tropics 
Saturdav 1 1 :45pm ET video 
J,!Qdate [uploaded 12:25am] 

Added waivers for Louisiana 
[Saturday Aug 28] 

As of 11:00pm ET: Winds 105mph 
Hurricane 'Ida' is continuing to intensify. 
Residents in Louisiana should be 
preparing for a major hurricane to make 
landfall on Sunday. Impacts to critical 
infrastructure are anticipated to be 
widespread. Ida is forecast to intensify 
rapidly prior to landfall and make landfa'II 
as a major hurricane. 

Sensitive Information Sharing Environment (SISE) 

0 __ _ 
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LJ Arriva l TS Winds ML 



Al l Hazards Consortium (AHC) - Sensitive Information Sharing Environment (SISE) 
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Watching the Tropics 
Saturday 1 1 :45pm ET video 
,!JQdate [uploaded 12:25am] 

Added FMCSA Regional 
Emergency Declarations 
[Sunday Aug 29] 
Added waivers for Louisiana 
[Saturday Aug 28] 

As of 8:00am ET: Winds 150mph CAT4 
Hurf'icane 'Ida' is going to be an historic 
storm of epic proportions. Rapid 

intensification overnight has placed Ida 

in a unique category. Only two othe.­
hurricanes have made landfall in 
Louisiana with lower central 

Fedtral Moror Carrier 

Safrly Administration 

August 29, 202 I 

REGIONAL EM ERG ENC\' OECLARA TION 

No. 2021-008 

ALABAMA, ARKANSAS, LOIJISIANA, MISSISSIPPI, TENNESSEE, TEXAS 

The Regional Field Administrators for the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration's 
(FM CSA) Southern and Western Service Centers hereby declare that an emergency exists that 
warrants issuance of a Regional Emergency Declaration and an exemption from certain 
regulatory requirements in Part 395 of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety (FMCSRs), except as 
otherwise restricted in this Emergency Declaration. Such emergency is in response to Hurricane 
Ida, and the current and anticipated effects on people and property. including immediate threat to 
human life or public welfare from heavy rains, high surf. flooding, and strong winds. This 
Declaration addresses the emergency conditions creating a need for immediate transportation of 
supplies, goods, equipment, fuel, and persons and provides necessary relief. Affected States 
(Affected States) included in this Emergency Declaration are: Alabama, Arkansas, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Tennessee, and Texas. 

By execution of this Emergency Declaration, motor carriers and drivers providing direct 
assistance to the emergency related to Hurricane Ida in the Affected States arc granted 
emergency relief from 49 CFR § 395.3, maximum driving time for property-carrying vehicles, 
and 49 CFR § 395.5, maximum driving time for passengeHarrying vehicles, subject to the 
restrictions and conditions set forth herein. 

The Emergency Declaration provides regulatory relief for commercial motor vehicle 
operations while providing direct assistance supporting emergency relief efforts transporting 
supplies, goods, equipment, and fuel into the Affected States, and transporting persons into 
and from the Affected States, or providing other assistance in the fonn of emergency services 
during the emergency related to Hurricane Ida in the Affected States. 

Re!lti-irtions and Conditions 

By execution of this Emergency Declaration, motor carriers and drivers providing direct 

0 Arrival TS Winds ML 

m_ 
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Supporting CA Civil Air Patrol & CA National Guard - August Complex Wildfire 

A Wheeler, Mark ( Capt <Mark.Wheeler@cawg.cap.gov> 
- To D,veJones 

(D You rtplitd to Um mtnioe on <J/25/2020 11:16 AM. 

� R,ply I <(:) Rtply All ➔ Forw,rd 

Thank you!! Your timing is impeccable, I just presented it on the conference call and its being used as we speak to tailor our 

flight timing for today! 

My PIO was also hoping to get your info and who have been involved along with their affiliation (NOAA, University of 

Wisconsin, etc) so that way we can include it in our internal and external press releases. 

Capt Mark Wheeler, CAP 
California Wing Homeland Security Officer 
California Wing Air Force Mission Support Officer 
(C) 951.742.1784 
Civil Air Patrol, U.S. Air Force Auxiliary 
http:/IGoCivilAirPatrol.com 
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"As I mentioned in my previous email, this effort needs to seriously consider putting a 

transition plan together, one with AOC and one with NHC for starters. If we can get 

GeoCollaborate running at AOC and OMAO, it could also benefit the NOAA ship 

research/operationa l collaborations. The NHC collaboration environment would be a 

model for WFOs to interact with nationa l centers as well." 

Frank Marks, NOAA HRD Director 

"Why doesn 't NOAA j ust make th is a corporate purchase so we a l l  can use it?" 

StormCente � 
C O M M U N I C A T I O N S , I N C .'" 

Redefining Collaboration through Data Sharing 

NOAA A OC Chief of Programs 

--

GeoCollaborate 
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• Tsunami Warning & Alerting - Work with NOAA to produce and del iver tsunami alerts (advisories , 
warn ings ,  estimated t ime of arrival of waves and height expected) i n  geospatial data formats wh i le larger 
system-wide arch itectu re is being developed . 

• Wildfires - Engaging communities, home-owner's associations and individuals in the urban wild/and 
interface to understand their risks, improving response and advancing resilience using NOAA and other 
federal, state and private sector data (partnership with 501 (c)3 already engaged in community 
engagement) - Builds upon existing work with JPSS Fire & Smoke Initiative 

• Hurricane Forecast Improvements - Accelerate delivery of ocean observations into NHC, HRD, AOC 
through GeoCollaborate to advance flight planning, coincident observations near existing ocean 
monitoring platforms. '� collaborative environment will make everything so much easier. " 

• Data Exploitation - Exposing more NOAA data to Food, Fuel, Transportation, Energy, Emergency 
Management, Communications sectors through partnership with the All-Hazards Consortium (AHC) 
(45, 000 members) 

• Underserved Communities - We can build capacity, inform those in need by delivering NOAA information 

equitably, inspire the next generation of scientists, rapidly deploy and put more NOAA data to work - --- -

GeoCollaborate 
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Addit ional appl ications across NOAA: 

• Cl imate Services - Advancing actionable information on climate change across the nation including 
underserved communities and strengthen our efforts to confront the climate crisis 

• Addressing and bu i ld ing the new Blue Economy - Engaging new users of NOAA data, development of 
new ocean constituencies, supporting enforcement, engaging insurance & re-insurance, development 
and real-estate with climate risk services 

• Communication - Expose new users to existing or evolving products, improved briefings and media­
ready graphics, provide easy-to-use curated interfaces for specific topics, data-driven decision making 
and situational awareness, Enhance and improve consistent messaging 

• Scientific Col laboration - Sharing data across disciplines, agencies, private sector, academia 
accelerating research to operations with R20 and 02R feedback 

• Warning & Coordination - JOSS, Oil Spills, Marine Protected Areas, Enforcement, Fisheries, Sea Grant 

---

Assemble a team to look across NOAA for applications GeoColloborate 
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Questions? 

We wou ld be happy to demonstrate GeoCol laborate at any time 

Dave Jones, CEO 
StormCenter Communications, Inc 

dave@storm center. com 

Dr. Ellen Prager, Chief Scientist 
StormCenter Communications, Inc 

ellen@stormcenter.com 

---

GeoColloborate 



From: Anita Harrington - NOAA Affi liate on behalf of Anita Harrington - NOAA Affiliate <anita .harrington@noaa .gov> 

To: Nicole Kurkowski - NOAA Federal 

Cc: NOAA Science Council Executive Secretariat 

Subject: Re : Request for Materials for Upcoming Science Council Briefing 

Tuesday, April 5, 2022 10:36:28 AM Date: 

Great, thank you Nicole ! 

Best, 
Anita 

On Tue, Apr 5, 2022 at 9:20 AM Nicole Kurkowski - NOAA Federal 
<nicole kurkowski@noaa gov> wrote: 

Anita, 
In preparation for the April 12 Science Council Briefings, please see the following: 

(1)  For the ' LOTM C Qua rte r ly Tra ns it ion U pdate for FY2 1Q4 a nd FY22Ql' update, please utilize 
the following materials: 
FY2 1 Q4 Transition Plan Summary and spreadsheet 

FY22 01 transition update summary and spreadsheet 

(2) And for the ' LOTM C - Tra ns it ion P l an  C lea n u p  - U pd ate " bri efi ng, the mate ria l s  a re as fo l lows : 

.slid.e.s and TIM. 

P lease let me know if you have any questions .  

Rega rds, 

N icole Ku rkowski 

On Tue, Mar 29, 2022 at 12:38 PM Anita Harrington - NOAA Affiliate 
<anita.harrington@noaa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Nicole, 

We have you tentatively scheduled to deliver 2 briefings on the ' LOTM C  Qua rte rly Tra ns it ion 

U pd ate fo r FY2 1Q4 a nd FY22Ql' and ' LOTM C - Tra ns it ion P lan C lea n u p  - U pd ate ' to the 
NOAA Science Council at the next meeting scheduled on Tuesday, April 12th 
from 10:30am to 12:30pm ET via Google Meet. We have your first 25-min brief 
tentatively scheduled to begin at 11:25 am and your second to begin at 11:50 am. We 
recommend joining the meeting 15 minutes before your briefing. 

Please send your presentations/reports and any background documents 
to science council execsec@noaa gov by COB on April 5th. 

We already have the NRDD transition plan update presentation and the 3TM for 
Transition Plan Cleanup we requested last month. Please feel free to update them if 
needed. 

Please let us know if you have any questions ! 



Thank you, 
NSC Exec Sec 

Anita Harrington (she/her) 

NOAA Science Council Exec Sec 
Col labralink Technologies,  Inc. 

NOAA, OAR, Office of Science Support 

an ita. harri ngton@noaa.gov 

Nicole P. Kurkowski 
OSTI R20 Lead 
NOAA/NWS/Office of Science and Technology Integration (OSTI) 
Room 15334 
1325 East West Highway 
Silver Spring, MD 209 10 
nicole kurkowski@noaa gov 
301 .427.9 104 

Anita Harrington (she/her) 

NOAA Science Counci l Exec Sec 
Col labralink Technologies, Inc. 

NOAA, OAR, Office of Science Support 

an ita. harrington@noaa.gov 
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From: Sabrina Tucker - NOAA Federal on behalf of Sabrina Tucker - NOAA Federal <sabrina .tucker@noaa .gov> 

Isha Renta - NOAA Federal To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Bruce Pate - NOAA Federal ; OAR Science Council Executive Secretariat 

Re : DOC-NOAA-2022-00 1 130 

Date: Monday, April 11, 2022 2 :57:17 PM 

Thank you ! 

On Thu, Apr 7, 2022 at 4: 1 6  PM Isha Renta - NOAA Federal <isha renta@noaa gov> wrote: 
Hi Sabrina, 

The files a meeting minutes from the Science or Research Council. The council changed its 
name to Science Council in early 2021 .  

The search time would be  about 10  hours. 

Isha 

On Thu, Apr 7, 2022 at 10:57 AM Sabrina Tucker - NOAA Federal 
<sabrina.tucker@noaa.gov> wrote: 

Isha 

For more clarification we will need the Search time excluding the following: 

"reading, revising and redaction, and team meetings" 

Thanks in advance 

On Thu, Apr 7, 2022 at 8:09 AM Sabrina Tucker - NOAA Federal 
<sabrina.tucker@noaa.gov> wrote: 

HI Isha 

I hope this email finds you well 

Please provide how the files were named for the NOAA Science Council meeting. 

We would like to conduct a vault search as well. 

Thanks in advance 

On Tue, Apr 5, 2022 at 4:02 PM Isha Renta - NOAA Federal <isha renta@noaa gov> 
wrote: 

Hi Bruce, 

Thanks for this information. 
1 .  The estimated hours needed to conduct a search for potentially responsive records. 
About 45 hours (including looking for documents, reading, revising and 
redaction, and team meetings on this). These are about 5 page documents, for 
monthly meetings, for 5.3 years, it ends up being over 50 documents. 



2. The GS grade of the person conducting the search. 
GS-13 
3. Method of Search and or Locations searched: 
( e.g., emails, search term used, shared drive, hard drive, database, file cabinets) 
Emails, Google Drive and shared drive 

Hope this answers your questions. 
Isha 

On Tue, Apr 5, 2022 at 1 1  :39 AM Bruce Pate - NOAA Federal 
<bruce.pate@noaa.gov> wrote: 

Isha, before pulling any documents we need you to answer the questions 
Sabrina sent in her email to determine the fee. After our determination 
we will let you know if the requester must pay a fee. If so, the requester 
has 30 days from notification to send the money to NOAA FOIA Office. 
We will let you know that NOAA has received payment and we need you 
to provide the documents by a date (TBD). 

If we determine that there is no fee involved we will need you to provide 
the documentation by April 15 .  

thanks in advance 

v/r 
Bruce P 

On Tue, Apr 5, 2022 at 10: 15 AM Sabrina Tucker - NOAA Federal 
<sabrina tucker@noaa gov> wrote: 

HI Isha 

In the meantime, please provide the following information 

In your response you must include the following information: 
1 .  The estimated hours needed to conduct a search for potentially responsive 
records. 
2. he GS grade of the person conducting the search. 
3. Method of Search and or Locations searched: 
(e.g., emails, search term used, shared drive, hard drive, database, file cabinets) 

Thanks in advance 

On Tue, Apr 5, 2022 at 10:09 AM Isha Renta - NOAA Federal 
<isha renta@noaa gov> wrote: 

Thanks for the clarification ! We'll be in touch soon with the documents. 
I I 



Isha 

On Tue, Apr 5, 2022 at 9:37 AM Sabrina Tucker - NOAA Federal 
<sabrina.tucker@noaa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Isha 

My apologies. 

Once you provide the potential records with recommended redactions we will 
review them. 

Upon our completion these records are then reviewed by General Counsel. 

On Tue, Apr 5, 2022 at 9:33 AM Isha Renta - NOAA Federal 
<isha renta@noaa gov> wrote: 

Hi Sabrina, 

Thanks. Maybe my question was not clear. I would like to know what the 
process is after we send the documents to you and Bruce. Are the 
documents going to be read by someone? For example the General 
Counsel? 

Thanks for clarifying, 
Isha 

On Tue, Apr 5, 2022 at 9:05 AM Sabrina Tucker - NOAA Federal 
<sabrina tucker@noaa gov> wrote: 

Hi Isha 

The guidance is as follows: 

OAR received the following FOIA Request: 

"A copy of the meeting minutes for each meeting of the NOAA 
Science Council, maintained within the Science Council Meetings 
folders on Google Drive, maintained by the NOAA Science Council 
Executive Secretary. I limit my request to the timeframe January 1, 
2017 to present." 

If you believe your office has responsive records. please respond by 
COB 04/6/2022 (No responsive records are due at this time). 

If your office has no responsive records a negative response is still 
required. 

If you believe we need to ask clarifying questions of the requester, 
please let me know. 
In your response you must include the following information: 
1 .  The estimated hours needed to conduct a search for potentially 



responsive records. 
2. The GS grade of the person conducting the search. 
3. Method of Search and or Locations searched: 
( e.g., emails, search term used, shared drive, hard drive, database, file 
cabinets) 

Attached is the original FOIA request 

If you have any questions please let me know. 

Thanks in advance 

On Tue, Apr 5, 2022 at 8:53 AM Isha Renta - NOAA Federal 
<isha.renta@noaa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Sabrina, 

We can try to find the documents. What is the process once these are 
sent to you? 

Thanks, 
Isha 

On Tue, Apr 5, 2022 at 8:07 AM Sabrina Tucker - NOAA Federal 
<sabrina tucker@noaa gov> wrote: 

Hi Isha 

Per your request for clarification see below the 
Requesters response. 

Attached for your reference is the scope clarification letter as 
well. 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Thanks in advance 

Dear Ms. Tucker: 

I I did not understand your letter seeing clarification. 

My Freedom of Information Act request asked for the meeting 
minutes of the NOAA Science Council. I limited my request to the 
minutes of the meetings since January 1 ,  2017. I said that the meeting 

minutes were maintained by the NOAA Science Council Executive Secretary. 

This seems very clear and very specific. The person who is most 



familiar with these meeting minutes records is Ms. Ishrat Jabin, the 
Management and Program Analyst in the Office of Science Support, 
NOAA OAR, who works to support the NOAA Science Council. 

If you are still uncertain about what NOAA Science Council meeting 
minutes are, you can either give me a call to discuss (301-592-8808 or 
240-353-0602) or else you can contact Ms. Jabin and check with her. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Ravnitzky 
1 905 August Drive 
Silver Spring, MD 20902 
mikerav@verizon net 
301 -592-8808 

Hi Michael, 

Yes you would need to do a FOIA request to obtain Science Council meeting 
minutes, as they are internal NOAA information. 

On Thu, Mar 24, 2022 at 4:07 PM 'Michael Ravnitzky' via _NOAA Science Council 
Executive Secretariat <science council execsec@noaa QOV> wrote: 

Do I need to do a FOIA request to get copies of Science Council meeting 
minutes? 

Sincerely, 

Michael Ravnitzky 
mikerav@verizon net 

lshrat Jabin (she/her) 
Management and Program Analyst 
Office of Science Support, NOAA OAR 
ishrat iabin@noaa QOV 

On Mon, Apr 4, 2022 at 3:50 PM Sabrina Tucker - NOAA Federal 
<sabrina tucker@noaa gov> wrote: 

Bruce 

Thanks for your email. 

Isha: I will send a note to the requester for Scope Clarification and 
keep you posted 

Thanks in advance 

On Mon, Apr 4, 2022 at 3 :29 PM Bruce Pate - NO AA Federal 



<bruce pate@noaa gov> wrote: 
Isha, I missed reading your request for an extension. Our 
deadline is April 27. We will need your response by 1 5  
April. 

v/r 
Bruce P 

On Thu, Mar 3 1 ,  2022 at 2:40 PM Isha Renta - NOAA Federal 
<isha renta@noaa gov> wrote: 

Great, thanks ! 

On Thu, Mar 3 1 ,  2022 at 1 1  :24 AM Bruce Pate - NOAA 
Federal <bruce pate@noaa gov> wrote: 

Isha, yes that will be fine. 

v/r 
Bruce P 

On Thu, Mar 3 1 ,  2022 at 10:54 AM Isha Renta - NOAA 
Federal <isha.renta@noaa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Sabrina, 

Thanks for reaching out. Could we get an extension on this 
request until around May 27th? We are short staffed and 
don't have the bandwidth at the moment to have this ready 
by next week. Also, it would be easier if the requestors 
know what exactly they need so that we can narrow it 
down. Is that something that you could ask them? If there is 
a specific topic, we could share those minutes only instead 
of having to go over 50+ documents. 

Please let me know how you would like to proceed. 

Thanks, 
Isha 

On Wed, Mar 30, 2022 at 5: 10  PM Sabrina Tucker - NOAA 
Federal <sabrina tucker@noaa gov> wrote: 

HI Isha 

OAR received the following FOIA Request: 

"A copy of the meeting minutes for each meeting of 
the NOAA Science Council, maintained within the 
Science Council Meetings folders on Google Drive, 
maintained by the NOAA Science Council Executive 



Secretary. I limit my request to the timeframe 
January 1, 2017 to present." 

If you believe your office has responsive records. please 
respond by COB 04/6/2022 (No responsive records are 
due at this time). 

If your office has no responsive records a negative 
response is still required. 

If you believe we need to ask clarifying questions of the 
requester, please let me know. 
In your response you must include the following 
information: 
1 .  The estimated hours needed to conduct a search for 
potentially responsive records. 
2. The GS grade of the person conducting the search. 
3. Method of Search and or Locations searched: 
( e.g., emails, search term used, shared drive, hard drive, 
database, file cabinets) 

Attached is the original FOIA request 

If you have any questions please let me know. 

Thanks in advance 

lsha M .  Renta Lopez 
NOAA/ OAR/Office of Science Support 
Silver Spring, MD 
302. 715. 1027 
@NOMResearch 

Bruce Pate 

OAR/Management & Organizational Development 
Division 

National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration 

Phone: (301) 734-1191 



lsha M .  Renta Lopez 
NOAA/OAR/Office of Science Support 
Si lver Spring, MD 
302 . 7 15. 1027 
@NOMResearch 

Bruce Pate 

OAR/Management & Organizational Development Division 

National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration 

Phone: (301) 734-1191 

v/r 

Sabrina Tucker 

(202) 594-7525 

Support Specialist 

OAR/ Management & Organizational Development Division 

National Oceanic & Atmospheric Research 

v/r 

Sabrina Tucker 

(202) 594-7525 

Support Specialist 

OAR/ Management & Organizational Development Division 

National Oceanic & Atmospheric Research 

lsha M .  Renta Lopez 
NOAA/OAR/Office of Science Support 
Silver Spring, MD 
302. 715. 1027 
@NOAAResearch 

v/r 



Sabrina Tucker 

(202) 594-7525 

Support Specialist 

OAR/ Management & Organizational Development Division 

National Oceanic & Atmospheric Research 

lsha M .  Renta Lopez 
NOAA/ OAR/Office of Science Support 
Silver Spring, MD 
302. 715. 1027 
@NOMResearch 

v/r 

Sabrina Tucker 

(202) 594-7525 

Support Specialist 

OAR/ Management & Organizational Development Division 

National Oceanic & Atmospheric Research 

lsha M .  Renta Lopez 
NOAAIOAR/Otfice of Science Support 
Si lver Spring, MD 
302 . 7 15. 1027 
@NOMResearch 

v/r 

Sabrina Tucker 

(202) 594-7525 

Support Specialist 

OAR/ Management & Organizational Development Division 

National Oceanic & Atmospheric Research 



Bruce Pate 

OAR/Management & Organizational Development Division 

National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration 

Phone: (301) 734-1191 

lsha M. Renta Lopez 
NOAA/OAR/Office of Science Support 
Silver Spring, MD 
302 . 7 15. 1027 
@NOMResearch 

v/r 

Sabrina Tucker 

(202) 594-7525 

Support Specialist 

OAR/ Management & Organizational Development Division 

National Oceanic & Atmospheric Research 

v/r 

Sabrina Tucker 

(202) 594-7525 

Support Specialist 

OAR/ Management & Organizational Development Division 

National Oceanic & Atmospheric Research 

lsha M .  Renta Lopez 
NOAA/ OAR/Office of Science Support 
Silver Spring, MD 
302. 715. 1027 
@NOMResearch 



v/r 

Sabrina Tucker 

(202) 594-7525 

Support Specialist 

OAR/ Management & Organizational Development Division 

National Oceanic & Atmospheric Research 
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Science Council 

NOA A  SCIENCE COUNCI L MEETING 

March 15, 2022 

10:30 AM to 12:30 PM EST 

Google Meet 

MEETING MINUTES 

ATTENDEES 

Executive 

Cra ig McLea n, Cha i r  

Cisco Werner, Vice Cha i r  

l shrat Jab in, Exec Sec 

Anita Ha rrington, Exec Sec 

Principal 

M itch Goldberg, N ESDIS 

Gary Mat lock, OAR 

Eva n Howe l l, N M FS 

Steve Th ur, NOS 

Ja mese S ims, S& T Synergy Committee representing NWS 

Advisory 

Deird re Cla rkin, NOAA L ibra ries Advisory Committee 

Cynth ia Decker, Scient ific I ntegrity Committee a nd NOAA 

Science Advisory Boa rd 

Shannon Lou ie, Cooperative Research Committee 

Kel ly Wright, Techno logy Partnersh ips Office 

Hendr ik  Tolman, Cou nc i l  of NOAA Fel lows 

A PPROVA L OF MINUTES AND REVIEW OF ACTION ITEMS 

Other Attendees 

Eric Al len,  NWS 

Fiona Horsfa l l, OAR 

Joan Sega l, OAR 

Ke l ly Wright, OAR 

Me l issa Yencho, N M FS 

Ne i l  Christerson, OAR 

Joseph  F i l l ingha m, OAR 

J u l ie Price, N ESDIS 

E ric Sayle r, N ESDIS 

Frank  l nd iviglo, SO 

Jenn ifer Faga n-Fry, OAR 

Susa n  Roberts, NAS 

Terrence Lynch, OAR 

Victoria Moreno, OAR 

Sa ra h  Davis, OAR 

Not ify Exec Sec at sc ience.couc i l .execsec@noaa .gov with in two weeks of the fo l lowing meeting if any 

cha nges to the minutes a re needed .  M in utes from the Februa ry 8th NOAA Science Counc i l  meet ing 

were a pproved . The Exec Sec reviewed a l l  cu rrent action items. 

CHA IR ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

• The Science Report is very c lose to being re leased 

• The Office of H u ma n  Ca pita l is gett ing c lose to fi na l iz ing a sc ience ca reer track report - whoever 

is cha i ri ng the science counci l  should ta ke on that responsib i l ity. This report wi l l  have a very 

posit ive impact on d iversity a nd inc l usion 

I 
http://sciencecouncil.noaa.gov 



• Cisco Werner has been asked to serve as the Act ing OAR AA a nd the cha i r  of the Science Cou nc i l  

( 'perform ing the d ut ies' of  the Ch ief Scient ist, not acting) 

BRIEFINGS: Briefing materia ls  a re ava i la ble in the Science Counc i l  Meetings 2022 fo lder on Google 

Drive .  

National Academy of Sciences - Ocean Studies Board - Susan Roberts, NAS 

The OSB boa rd meetings provide a foru m to d iscuss ocean resea rch, infrastructure, technology a nd 

pol icy. If there is a nyth ing that NOAA wants to d iscuss at OSB's next meeting p lease bri ng it to Susan's 

attention so she ca n br ing it to the meeting. With OSB tra nsit ion ing to v irtua l  meetings, there was 

fund ing left over which a l l owed them to do more d issemination than i n  the past .  OSB had a 

congress iona l ly ma ndated study 'Globa l Ocean P lastic Waste', there were a lot of req uests for briefings 

on  th is study and a lot of press i nterest. A fu l l  l ist of OSB Reports a nd Workshops was provided . Susa n 

is ha ppy to fo l low u p  with a nyone on a ny of these stud ies. Susa n went over OSB act iv ities i n  p rogress 

and  reviewed a l ist of topics the boa rd would l ike to pursue, the h ighest being increasing d iversity, 

eq u ity, inc lus ivity, justice and  belonging in the U .S. Ocean Stud ies Commun ity. OSB is a lso interested in 

gett ing more involved in ocean deoxygenation, ocean acoust ics; they wa nt to ed ucate a nd tra i n  

acousticia ns. They have seen  a huge a mount of interest i n  ocean p lastics and a re considering how to 

move forward with that. The next ed it ion of the OSB Bienn ia l  report wi l l  be coming out at the end of 

month. P l ug for the Roger Reve l le  Commemorat ive Lecture .  The lecture wi l l  be pub l ished in the next 

issue of oceanogra phy. The 2022 Lectu re on  Apri l  28th wi l l  be John Dab i ri from Ca lTech a nd there wi l l  

b e  a watch pa rty i n  DC. 

Discussion 

The Vice Cha i r  asked Susa n if the boa rd has a n  update on  DE IJA a nd if there is some way NOAA ca n 

he lp .  I s  offshore wind being ca l led for to esta b l ish a sta nd ing subcommittee? What is a d ig ita l twin?  

The OSB recogn izes th i s  i s  a n  issue and a n  effort for a l l  of  the  commun ity a nd have ta l ked to  NASA, 

NSF, BOEM, foundations; they a re working on trying to put together  a whole commun ity effort. The 

sta nd ing committee just sta rted ta l ki ng to BOEM rega rd ing offshore wind a nd fisheries. It is a tricky 

topic a nd BOEM is looking for he lp  connect ing with the fish ing commun ity. Rega rd ing d igita l twins :  it is 

a very dyna mic mode l i ng too l i n  which a physica l system is fed comprehens ive data so that it p rovides 

a v irtua l  representation of the system.  The Cha i r  acknowledges that the EU is fond of promoting the 

d igita l twin of the ocean a nd strives to do th is by 2024 but there a re a lot of obstacles s ince there is a 

lack of data . NSC pr inc ipa l asks OSB to spea k a bit more a bout the deoxygenation work a nd mentions 

that there is a congressiona l  mandate on HAB and hypoxia but there is not much interest in this 

research besides in the Gu lf. There is a lot of interest from OSB on the top ics a nd how changes in 

c i rcu lation wi l l  impact oxygenation .  The Vice Cha i r  states that B l uefin tuna and  tuna in genera l  a re 

fi nely tuned to oxygen levels so a ny changes wi l l  have a sign ifica nt impact on  these popu lations. The 

oxygen issue is a h uge theme on the fisheries s ide. There is agreement that there is an opportun ity to 

h igh l ight hypoxia in the strategic p lan .  Over the last 6 months, an increasing a mount of legislative 

activity is causing dup l ication of effort and there is a fa i l ing understand ing of the exist ing 

respons ib i l it ies of agencies. OSB does outreach to congress iona l  staff and there's a poss ib i l ity to 

d iscuss these overlaps and ineffic iencies - This topic wi l l  be d iscussed at the next OSB meet ing. The 

Cha i r  suggests having a l ia ison at the academy who ca n encourage agencies to expa nd stud ies beyond 

http://sciencecouncil.noaa.gov Page 1 2  



the ir  se lf i nterest stud ies to get better use of a g iven prod uct.The Cha i r  invites a ny members of the NSC 

to jo in academies committees. 

Library JR Annual Briefing - Jennifer Fagan-Fry, NOAA Library (FY21 Annual Operating Report) 

Last yea r, the NSC tasked the l i b ra ry and  RDEC to add ress a nd improve PARR comp l ia nce. A l ist of 

recommendations was tra nsmitted to the NSC in J une 2021 that inc luded an  increase in 

commun ication from leadersh ip a bout PARR, inc lud ing PARR req u irements in performance p la ns, 

i ncorporating PARR in tra i n i ngs, a nd esta b l ish ing RPTS reminders to submit man uscripts. RDEC 

ident ified groups responsib le for these recommendations. After a NOAA-wide emai l  a bout PARR 

comp l ia nce, there was a sharp sp ike in submissions. The tota l number  of submiss ions (any pub l ication 

sent to IR through ema i l, sub form, PTS, the fisheries tracking system, or through pub med centra l )  was 

7056 for 2021. I n  FY 21, there was a 40% increase i n  submissions. The comp l ia nce rate for 2021 was 

34.7%. In 2021, the bu i ld i ng metrics tea m  worked on determin ing PARR comp l ia nce by l ine office . The 

l i b ra ry goa ls for 2022 inc lude an integrated submiss ion system to improve effic iency a nd red uce 

d upl icates. The l ibra ry is working on integrating the nationa l  Sea G ra nt l i b ra ry. The l i b ra ry jo ined the 

ORCI D integrat ion so there could be a d ig ita l pers istent identifier for each ind ivid ua l  researcher .  

Recommendations library identified: Imp lement a l l  RDEC recommendations to improve comp l ia nce 

rate to 50% by end of FY2022.  

A sta ndard ization of the pub l ish ing process for NOAA is needed . This may look l i ke an  officia l style 

gu ide, a central proced u re for pub l icat ion, a NOAA- wide adoption of RPTS, or pol icy deve lopment for 

open access pub l ish ing 

Discussion 

NOAA as a whole is lacking commitment .  RPTS is not yet used throughout the ent ire agency. I nstead, 

15 d ifferent systems a re used and each does the same th ing.  There is concern a mong the Counc i l  that a 

50% comp l iance rate ta rget is not aggressive enough. Anything NOAA ca n do to ensure sc ience is 

visible and accessib le and we l l  known should be the top priority. Is  there a pol icy for pub l ish ing in 

predatory journa ls? The SAB pol icy proh ib its NOAA sc ientists from pub l ish ing i n  p redatory journa ls .  

This pol icy may need to be socia l ized better. Th rough the l ibra ry, emp loyees have access to a 

predatory l ist gu ide .  The Cha i r  suggests the Cou nci l  of Fel lows should make sure they a re awa re of 

these materia ls a nd asks Hend rick Tol man to ta ke the lead to ensure they a re ed ucated on th is. The 

Cha i r  states they a re aggressively seeking a fu l l -t ime scient ific integrity officer. The l i b ra ry is working to 

provide more specifics to the l ine offices deta i l ing which pub l ications a re missing, however, that is very 

t ime consuming. The L ibra ry states that it wou ld be most he lpfu l to get emp loyees to sta rt using RTPS. 

The L ibra ry should work with the RDEC to assist in i ncreasing PARR comp l ia nce. A few ideas were 

shared for how to do th is inc lud ing capturing q ua rterly statist ics with in  RPTS or a quarterly report that 

shows pub l ications that have not h it the I R . 

ACTION: The Chair concludes that the RDEC and the Library can work together on this and 

recommends a response for the next NSC meeting. 

Review of Science Council's Achievements and Next Steps - Cisco Werner, Vice Chair 

The Science Cou nc i l  provided tha nks to Cra ig for h is leadersh ip d u ring h is t ime as NSC chair .  Members 

thanked Cra ig for putt ing NOAA on the map, keeping the conversations fresh a nd re leva nt, remain ing 

inc l usive and commun icative, e levating the importa nce of Scientific integrity, a nd for h is h umor a nd 
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wit. Cra ig provided tha n ks to the Science Counc i l  Exec Sec for their  ass istance runn ing the SC meetings, 

the members for br inging the ir  best thoughts and concerns, a nd to Dr .  Sp in rad for h is leadersh ip 

A NNOUNCEMENTS 

• The next NOAA Science Cou nc i l  meet ing is on Apri l  12th at 10 :30a m - 12:30pm ET via Google 

Meet. 

ACTION ITEMS 

Date Anlgned Subject Une 
o, Actlon 
Number 
201 .S 1009 - 7' Slate of lhe Scienoe Fa.d 

Sheet - oceanic ExtA!me 
EYents: Marine eatwavas 
Slate of lhe Science Fad 
Sheet - Air Quality 

Anlgned To 

NMFS 

OAR 

20200.2.1 1  - 7 Update, to sos �cl sheet on NSC 

2021 0713 - 01 

2021 0921 - 01 
2D21 1 1 09 - 0 1 a  

2021 11 09 - 02 

s.!Od-. assessment 
ew State of lhe Science �d OAR 

stieet on mell'laoo 'for climate 
diange 
Slate of lhe Scienoe Fad 
Sllieet - SLR am Ooastil 
lnuooa'lion 
nansiuon Reparts. 
Hiring, Managell':s. seminar 

UxS TraRSilion Plan on 
Sia ed liransilioos 

NOS 

LOTMC 
NSC & OEd 

OAR ,& OMAO 
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DI.- Date 

12118/2018 

End of 2020 

Enil of 202.1 

03/09/2022 

Miiiich .2022 
Mai,ch .2022 

February 2022 

"4)ptcwed by the Cll'iair and posted 10 Saenoe 
council Wab:Sile 

Point paper .a11d memo ttammitted to ccu. 

Point p)aper aiKI ,apptoval memo beil'IQ 
developed" 
In ptO!Jf8:SS 

Sliows1Dpper oomment:S will IJe compiled and 
addressed. 

Saelll'.::e council will recieve 1.1pda es il'I Marcil 
NOAA Science council oo.-spOti1SOr a. semnar 
wilh lh.e Offioe o'f Ed1.1calion 
OAR and OMAO lo develop a draft UxS 
lransiliOI\ plan l:O pu.Sl'I lhe issue of stalled 
lransilioos fomlal'd 
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National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 

Science Council 

NOA A  SCIENCE COUNCI L MEETING 

April 12, 2022 

10:30 AM to 12:30 PM EST 

Google Meet 

MEETING MINUTES 

ATTENDEES 

Executive 

Cisco Werner, Cha i r  

l sha  Renta, Exec Sec 

An ita Ha rrington, Exec Sec 

Principal 

M itch Goldberg, N ESDIS 

Gary Mat lock, OAR 

Eva n Howe l l, N M FS 

Randa l l  TeBeest, OMAO 

Steve Th ur, NOS 

Steve Smith, NWS 

Advisory 

Deird re Cla rkin, NOAA L ibra ries Advisory Committee 

Cynth ia Decker, Scient ific I ntegrity Committee a nd NOAA 

Science Advisory Boa rd 

Shannon Lou ie, Cooperative Research Committee 

Hendr ik  Tolman, Cou nc i l  of NOAA Fel lows 

Fra n k  l nd iv iglo, Ch ief I nformation Officer 

Natasha White, Office of Education Liaison 

A PPROVA L OF MINUTES AND REVIEW OF ACTION ITEMS 

Other Attendees 

Fiona Horsfa l l, OAR 

Me l issa Yencho, N M FS 

Joseph  F i l l ingha m, OAR 

J u l ie P rice, N ESD IS  

E ric Sayle r, N ESDIS 

Jenn ifer Faga n-Fry, OAR 

Terrence Lynch, OAR 

Victoria Moreno, OAR 

l shrat Jab in, OAR 

Beth Norton, OFA 

Brooke McHansen, N ESDIS 

Pam Heinse lma n, OAR 

Wayne Mackenz ie, OAR 

An nette Ho l l i ngshead, OAR 

Genevieve Lind, OAR 

N icole Ku rkowski, NWS 

Bob Ku l igowski, N ESD IS  

Fra ncis Choi, OAR 

Ja mes Jenkins, OAR 

Jeffrey Weirich, NWS 

Mackenzie Solomon, H DQ 

Ma moudou Ba, NWS 

Margo Schu lze-Ha ugen, NOS 

Not ify Exec Sec at sc ience .couc i l .execsec@noaa .gov with in two weeks of the fo l lowing meeting if any 

cha nges to the minutes a re needed .  M in utes from the March 15th NOAA Science Counc i l  meet ing 

were approved . The Exec Sec reviewed a l l  cu rrent action items. 

CHA IR ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

• None 
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BRI EFI NGS: Briefing mate ria ls  a re ava i la ble in the Scie nce Counc i l  M eeti ngs 2022 fo lder on Google 

D rive .  

GeoCollaborate - Dave Jones and Ellen Prager, Storm Center 

Fiona Horsta l l  opens the meeting with an introduction to SBIR .  Dave Jones from Storm Center introduces E l len 

Prager. The presentation focuses on getting access to data and del ivering it  into a decision making environment. 

How can federal agencies access and share data? The GeoCol laborate site locates data and is shared across a l l  

users, un ifies the disparate locations to a common place, provides a one to one synchronous environment, and 

identifies trusted data sou rces for ana lysts and users. 

Exam ples for NOAA using GeoCol laborate: 

• Working with AOM L/HRD using it on the P3 and G-IV, and to use ocean obs, identify dropsondes with 

ocean observing platforms 

• With GOMO - ocean observing task team - keep track for ocean assets on advisories for tropical storms, 

and getting the data to NWP 

• National Water Center uses GeoCol laborate to com municate with state officials 

• NOAA J PSS - early adopter for fire and flood, Trap Storm, river & ice, used with partners 

Discussion 

N M FS suggests that the GeoCol lab team talk with Toni  Lavoi and Joe Pica from NCEI and the team informs them 

that they have provided the presentation to Toni  and the NOSC, wil l check with NCEI .  N ESDIS has been 

su pporting this and suggests that each LO look for the shortfa l l s  and see how geocol laborate would  im prove that 

interaction working with other federal agencies. GeoCol lab team says we have learned a lot. Sim ply making data 

avai lable is not sufficient, but when you expla in to them what the data means, it opens a world of possibi l ities 

for them.  GeoCol lab has a l ready spoken with Dr. Spin rad and are investigating ID IQ possib i l ities. OMAO asks, 

what are you r  thoughts on the types of data avai lab le at any time . . .  what about other platforms l ike NOAA 

vessels? Think of Geocol lab as an access server - sends the com mands to a l l  fo l lowers where is the data. The 

data is accessed from any fo l lower from any sou rce. For example, Vessel tracking - Geocol lab cou ld  add that, 

there may be a fee, but it can be ava i lable.  Datasets are not downloaded or saved. If the ship is providing data 

and as long as it is in the right format, GeoCol laborate can use it. 

Review of NAO Scientific Integrity- Cynthia Decker, Science Advisory Board 

Cynthia presents the sl ides which cover the u pdated NAO which has not been revised in 9 years. There is a new 

Presidential memo on SI so this is very timely. 

Discussion 

The Cha ir  asked the Cou nci l  to please make the time to review this. Cou nci l  mem ber questions what the word 

'dissent' means in this case? Pre-print matters? Cynthia explains dissent has not come as a question, but she is 

happy to do the research on the processes from other agencies. 

ACTION : NSC to review the NAO by April 26th 

LOTMC Quarterly Transition Update for FY21Q4 and FY22Q1- Nicole Kurkowski, LOTMC exec sec 

Briefing on the Q4-FY2 1 and Ql-FY22 Transitions 

Discussion: 

The Cha ir  asks, are you seeing a steady state in the transitions? OAR responds that the trend is u pward but not a 

steep slope. OAR wou ld  argue that the number of projects that are getting transitions is u nderestimated as they 

are not a l l  in NRDD.  NWS points out that the Cou nci l  has spoken about this before, NWS is at 100% kudos to 

Nicole for making that possible.  The Chair points out that numbers for N M FS may be underestimating. N M FS 

agrees that may be possible - it may be that they need to learn how to leverage N RDD better. N ESDIS agrees, 
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they may need to socia l ize N RDD better. NWS says the RLTTF is making a lot of effort on this information and 

how to do knowledge transfer. 

LOTMC - Transition Plan Cleanup - Update - Nicole Kurkowski, LOTMC exec sec 

The Science Cou nci l  tasked the LOTMC with providing a summary of cu rrent existing transition plans and 

identifying what needs to be u pdated, as wel l  as clean u p  stray plans, based on feedback from Dr. Spinrad. They 

found out of 183 transition plans 

• 

0 146 were fu l ly signed 

0 25 plans were not transition plans 

0 11 plans were m issing signatu res 

0 1 was associated with a broken NRDD l ink  . 

The LOTMC recommends providing Dr. Spin rad with an updated "notebook" of transition plans along 

with the updated summary of transition plans spreadsheet, and the summary of clean-up activities. 
Discussion 

The Cha ir  asks what t imel ine do you recommend to respond to Spinrad? LOTMC exec sec responds with ASAP. 

OAR says it is p leasing to see the engagement on this topic and we have a great story to tel l .  OAR has two 

suggestions to fu rther the notion:  1. Quarterly report - add how many projects have transition plans? If not, 

shou ld we not consider them? It wou ld  be powerfu l to add what d ifference it makes to model im provement to 

increase efficiency? Would generating a new model improve the hu rricane prediction? I m prove susta inabi l ity of 

turtles? Usefu l to know the R&D transition is hel ping the futu re. Why is the transition being done and what 

d ifference is it making? OAR wou ld  l ike to identify ORTA on the work they are doing about implementing these 

tools to make it easier and u nderstandable.  

ACTION : NSC and LOTMC respond to Dr. Spinrad with updated transition plans and activities through a memo. 

NOAA NSF Summit - Cisco Werner 

The Cha i r  p rovided a n  u pdate on  the NOAA-NSF Summit .  Orig ina l ly, it was p lanned for ea rly Su mmer 

but the decis ion was made to push it  unt i l  September to a l low for more t ime to p lan  and prepa re .  

Add it iona l topics may be added . 

A NNOUNCEMENTS 

• The next NOAA Science Cou nc i l  meet ing is on May 10th at 10:30am - 12:30pm ET via Google 

Meet. 
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ACTION ITEMS 

Science Council: Tilitis spn1adsheet l isb. a'II cul'ii'em: open action items curre -uy assigned to the Council. Additiornil 

1info11mation for ea.ch entry can be found 1in Ole origi nal emaill assigning dlis task. If you ha,ve, any q uestions, please 
email oar,rc.execsec@floaa.go,v. 

Dat8 Auigned SUbJect Une Auigned To Dul Dat8 Stalua 
or Action 
Number 
201 81 009 - 7  

2020021 1  - 7 

2021 071 3 - 01 

202109e1 - 01 

2021 1 1 09 - 01a 

202 1 1 1 09 - 02' 

Slate Of lfle Science, Fad 
Sli'leet - oeeanic Extreme 
IEYlliils: Marine eatwa,,,ses 
Slate of 1I,e science, Fad 
Sli'leet - Air Quality 
Upda e, to sos Jacl Slieet on 
stoij( assessment 

ew Slate Of loo Science lad 
stieet on mefuaoo for climate 
mange 
Slate Of lfle Science, Fad 
Snee!: - SLR ,alfld Goa:s'lal 
lnundaton 
nansilion Repom; 

Hiring Manaser:s Seminai 

ux:s Tral'ISition Plan on 
Sia ed Transitions 
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OAR End Of 2021 
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