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Review of the Technical Research Ship Program 1961-1969 
by Julie Alger reviewed for declassification. The 
material has been reviewed less than 2 years ago under 
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forth in Subparagraphs (c) of Section 1.4 and remains 
classified TOP SECRET as provided in Section 1.2 of the 
Executive Order. The information is classified because 
its disclosure could reasonably be expected to cause 
exceptionally grave damage to the national security. The 
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accordance with Section 3.3(b) (1) of E.O. 12958, as 
amended. 

In addition, this Agency is authorized by various 
statutes to protect certain information concerning its 
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information specifically protected from disclosure by 
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PREFACE During the period 1961-
1969 inclusive, a number 
of dedicated seaborne 
s~rface platforms, gener­
ally referred to as 

technical research ships, conducted SIGINT collection 
under the control of the National Security Agency. 
These ships supported the national SIGINT effort by 
operating in navigable international waters, primarily 
providing coverage in coastal area, on targets not 
otherwise accessible to collection resources. 

The technical research ship program was terminated 
in October 1969, by the office of the Secretary of 
Defense, as part of the reduction in Department of 
Defense operations necessitated by budgetary limitations. 

This review documents the significant aspects of 
technical research ship operations. Besides sununariz­
ing the history of the program, it highlights those 
considerations that affected operations and, when 
possible, indicates the actions taken to alleviate or 
solve problems that were encountered. 

The intention in producing this review is to 
provide a ready reference for those involved in the 
future planning for, and conduct of operations by, 
dedicated seaborne surface SIGINT collection platforms. 

May 1, 1970 
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b; . _; -~''' 1}5i'; -h 
t., ~- 1; F ~~·'~ ·..._~, 

M _<u "'~--- \ir..d} i 'f it 
----------~~~--



'rb) Cl) _ 

(b) (J)<:-50 usc -403- -
(b \ 13)'-P. L,. 86-36 

~-

Basically, the operating schedule for a T-AG 
called for 5 days in port for every 25 days at sea 
(not to exceed 25 days). Length of cruises, port 
calls and shipyard schedules were established by 
the Military Sea Transportation Service in coordin­
ation with NSA. 

Originally, the T-AGs were[ 
that is,l 

In 
July 1967, sponsorship was turned over to the Chief 
of Naval Operations.as part of a two-fold plan to 
convert all TRSs to T-AGs 

sion was never realized but 
shifted as programmed. 

e p an for conver­
sponsorship was 

These ships, with a maximum operating speed of 
10-l.l: kts,were not capable of quick reaction or 
shadowing missions but were well suited for sustained, 
in-deptfr plveraqe of a limited area (e.g. the USNS 
MULLER off_ I 

Another feature of these ships was the compara­
tively economical conversion and operating costs. 
The lower cost of conversion ($3,300,000.00 & 
$1,891,000.00) was due to the size and less rigid 
standards of the Military Sea Transportation Service 
as compared to those of the us Navy. Also, the 
annual operating cost ($2,586,000.00) was signific­
antly less per year than that of the AGTRs when on­
station time is taken into consideration. 

The on-station time of the T-AGs was consist­
ently higher than that of the AGTRs because these 
ships were able to operate at sea for longer periods 
of time and the yard periods and overhauls could be 
performed in overseas ports (e.g. the USNS VALDEZ 
operated from Capetown South Africa 1961-1967) unlike 
the AGTRs which were required to return to CONUS, or 
in the case of the OXFORD/JA.t.mSTOWN, to Subic, for 
yard periods. 

6 
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USS OXFORD (AGTR-1) 

Former Hull Number: AG-159 

Liberty Ship type: Z-EC2-S-C5 

Displacement: 11,157 tons 

Former Name:· 
~- ~ -·o)l ( 1 l 

USS SAMUEL AITKEN (MCE-3~_~7l - (bi (3)-50 usc 403 

General Service Personnel AlloWed: 
(b) (3) -P.L. 86-36 

Officers - 9; (bl (3)-P.L. 
Enlisted - 151 ~ --

IPer;;~nel Allowed: Officers - 6; 
~-~E~n~l~~~·sted - 110 

Propulsion: Reciprocating Steam 

Maximum Speea: 11 kts 

First Commanding Officer: CDR Howard R. Lund 

Conversion: New York Naval Shipyard 

Commissioned: July 8, 1961 

Cost of Conversion: $13,300,000.00 

86-36 

~ (b) (1) 

(b) (3) -50 usc 403 
(b) ( 3) -18 usc 798 
( b! ( 3) - P. L. 8 6-3 6 
798 
(b) (3)-P.L. 
86-36 



'I ~OP 

USS GEORGETOWN (AGTR-2) 

Former Hull Number: AG-165 

Liberty Ship Hull typ~: A-EC2-s-cs 

Displacement: 11,157 tons 

Length: 441 1 

Former Name: SS ROBERT W. HART 

General Service Personnel Allowed: Officers - 9; 
Enlisted - 151 

Propulsion: Reciprocating Steam 

Maximum Speed: 11 kts 

(b) ( 1) 

(b) ( 3) -50 usc 403 
(b) (3)-P.L. 86-36 

(b) (3)-P.L. 
86-36 

First Commanding Officer: LCDR Westly A. Gleason 

Conversion: Newport News Shipbuilding and Drydock 
Company 

Commissioned: November 9, 1963 

Cost: 3,100,000.00 

8 ·- ---- -_._ "'·IJ.BRA' TOP SECRE ~ Ui&v.li:w4 

- (b) ( 1) 
(b) (3) -50 usc 403 
(b\ (3)-18 usc 798 
(b) (3)-P.L. 86-36 
798 
(b) (3)-P.L. 
86-36 



USS JAMESTOWN (AGTR-3) 

Former Hull No: AG-166 

Liberty Ship Hull type: Z-EC2-S-CS 

Displacement: 11,157 tons 

Former Name: SS J. HOWLAND GARDNER 

General Service Personnel Allowed: Officers - 97 
Enlisted - 151 

f p-ersonnel A:Li~w~d:- -Ofll~e~; - 6; 
~---.E~n~lri~sted - 137 

Propulsion: Reciprocating Steam 

Maximum Speed: 11 kts 

(b) ( l) 

(b)(3)-50 usc 403 
(b) (3)-P.L. 86-36 

(b) (3)-P.L. 
86-36 

First Commanding Officer: CDR Allen J. Kaplan 

Conversion: Newport News Shipbuilding and Drydock Co. 

Commissioned: December 13, 1963 

Cost: $3,000,000.00 

9 

- (b) ( l) 
(bl (3)-50 usc 403 
(b) (3)-18 usc 798 
(b) (3)-P.L. 86-36 
798 
(b) (3)-P.L. 
86-36 



USS BELMONT {AGTR-4) 

Former Hull Number: AG-167 

Victory Ship hull type: VC2-S-AP3 

Displacement: 11,500 tons 

Former Name: IRAN VICTORY 

General Service Personnel Allowed: Officers - 9; 
Enlisted - 151 

I Pers-onnel Allowed: Officers - 6; 
L-----~Ern~lri~sted - 128 

Propulsion: Steam Turbine 

Maximum Speed: 18 kts 

b) ( 1) 

b)(3)-50 usc 403 
b) ( 3) - p. 1. 8 6-3 6 

(b) (3)-P.L. 
86-36 

First Commanding Officer: CDR Jerome E. Henderson 

Conversion: Williamette Iron and Steel Works, 
Portland, Oregan 

Commissioned: November 2, 1964 

Cost: 

10 

l(b)(ll 
I (b) (3)-50 USC 403 

I (b) (3)-lS USC 19S 
(b) (3)-P. L. 86-36 
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USNS VALDEZ (T-AG-169) 

Hull Number: T-AG-169 

Knot· Ship hull type: Cl-M-AVl 

Displacement: 5,000 tons 

Former Name: ROUND SPLICE/JOSEPH J. MARTINEZ 

Ship Personnel Allowed: Officers - 11; 
Enlisted - 48 

!Personnel A:ilowE;ci: Officers - 4; 
~----=E~n~l~i~sted - 91 

Propulsion: Diesel 

Maximum Speed: 9 kts 

First Master: William F. O'Reilly 

(b) ( 1) 

(b) (3)-50 usc 403 
(b) ( 3) - P. L. 8 6-3 6 

(b) (3)-P.L. 
86-36 

Re-acquired from Maritime Administration in 19591 
returned to Navy in 1961 

Conversion: 3,300,000.00 

11 
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// (b)(l) 
(b) (3)-50 usc 403 
(b\(3)-18 usc 798 
(b) ( 3) - P. L. 8 6-3 6 
798 
(b) (3)-P.L. 
86-36 



USNS MULLER (T-AG-171) 

Hull number: T-AG-171 

Knot Ship hull type: Cl-M-AVl 

Displacement: 6,000 tons 

Former Name: CHECK KNOT 

Ship's Personnel Allowed: Officers - 11; 
Enlisted - 48 

~Persunrter Allowed:- Officers - 4; 
~----=E-n~l~i~sted - 90 

Propulsion: Diesel 

Maximum Speed: 10 kts 

First Master: William F. O'Reilly 

Re-acquired Maritime Administration in 1962 -
Reclassified T-AG-171 in 1963 

Conversion Cost: 1,891,000.00 

(b) (1) 

(b) (3)-50 usc 403 
I b) ( 3) -PoLo 8 6-3 6 

(b) (3)-PoLo 
86-36 

~ (b) (1) 

(b) (3)-50 usc 403 
(b)(3)-18 usc 798 
I b) ( 3) -PoLo 8 6-3 6 
798 
(b) (3)-PoLo 
86-36 



(blt 
~b) 50 usc 403 
(b! i -lS USC 198 
(b~ \3)-P.L. S6-3~ 



\b), (1) 
ibl (3)-50 USC 403 
lb~(3)-1S USC 798 
lb) (3)-P.L. 36-36 
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.· 

(b) i l) 
(b) ~3)-50 usc 403 
(b) (3)-18 USC 19S 
(b) (31-P.L. S&-36 



(b) (1) 
!b), (3)-SQ USC 403 
!bl (Si-lS USC 1~S 
lbl lll~P.L. 86-36 

lb) !1! 
(b) (31-SQ USC 403 
lb) (3)-18 usc 198 
(b) 13)-P.L. 86-36 

I 

SECTION 4 

HISTORY OF 

uss OXFORD I 
SHAKEDOWN AND FIRST DEPLOYMEft! 

/ ~ /I 

(b) ( 1 
l(b) (3 -50 usc 403 
il(b) (3 -P.L. 86-36 
II 
I I 

I I 

I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 

I I 

The uss OXFORD, converted from a Liberty huil 
to a Technical Researqh/Ship (TRS), was the fi s 
u.s. Na vessels '£ic l · d f 

Im.t~al p ans ca
1 

led 
for the OXFORD to deploy to the African coast 

1
in \ 

January 1962 upon completion of its shakedown 
1
ops

1 
at GTMO. A~mentation of a Latin American TR~ 

I , , ~~p6gram howe~er, necess~tated the 9~ip~s 
d~vers~on .1:6 South Amer~ca .• She arr~ved on-statr~on 1 
in mid-. J9fluary 1962. The oTerations area was; the 1 

east coast of South America 1 I 
I t and operational guidance was provided fn 

An evaluation of the OXFORD's first two cruises 
indicated that:J 

16 
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~bJ Ul 
(b) i3) -50 usc 403 
~~~ t3l-1S USC ?9S 
!b)\(3)-P.L. 86-3~ 
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\{b) (1) 
\'bl 13) -so usc 403 
(bl (3)-lS USC 19S 
(b}\3)-P,L, 86-36 
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1\b.J \l) 
tbl (3)-SQ USC 403 
\b) (3)-1~ USC 19S 
(bli3)-P.L~ .86-36 

~, ,e 

JCS, 1n June 1965, 1ssued the gu1dance (w1th mod1f1ca­
tion) for TRS operations in Southeast Asia. The 
guidance outlined NSA and Command responsibilities 
and procedures for the planning an~ approval of TRS 
operation in Southeast Asia. 

SOUTHEAST ASIAN DEPLOYMENT 

19 





~b) (1) 
fbl \3l-SQ USC 403 
lli) (3)-P. L. St'i-3~ 
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\th} (1) 
l'b~ t~» -so usc 403 
lb~(31~1s usc 798 
lb) \l) ... P.L,. S6-l6 

\ \ 

I I 
I I 

\ \ 

\ \ 

\ \ 

\ 

\ 
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' 
, Throug~ut 1966, the OXFORD operated primarily 
l· Jptovidinq coveraqe of Southeast Asian taraet entities·l~~~-=~~~~~~~~~==~~~~---.l 

The OXFORD's operations in Southeast Asia in 
1966 resulted in a series of firsts: a DRV message 
forwarning of B52 strikes; unique ·viet Cong trans­
missions; Viet Cong maritime infiltration communica-

fions; internal communication changes within the DRV; 

22 
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lbl tl! 
(bd C~l-i\Q" US<C ~Q;$ 
(b!tS!-1~ US<C ~~~ 
(b) 1~!-P.L. 81-ll 
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i:bl \1) 
(b) \3)-50 usc 403 
lb)\3)-18 usc 198 
lb)(li-P.L. 86-36 

··---------
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(b) \l) 
(b) \3)-50 usc 403 
lb.l3)-lS USC l9S 
lb) (\3), -P.L. S~-36 
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lt>l Ill 
lb~l~l-SO ~sc ~~~ 
lbl !3\-l~ ~sc ij~~ 
!blil\-P.L. B&-31 
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!bl\ll 
\bU3l-5<'l usc <liH 
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DEACTIVATION 

The USS OXFORD continued operatioDS A I off South Vietnam until/NOvembLe~r---:1=-9=-6=9-.-----' 
Tasking was for the most part/routine in nature and 
there was rio requirement/for diversion of the ship 
during the l~st rnon~hs-of operations. Mission objectives 
for TRSs ·in SEA/ was- published in January 1969. 

I~~ Auc~rl:;st, CNO published its 70 3 list of ships to 
be~inactivated as a result of the DOD budget cut. 

~The USS OXFORD as well as all the TRSs were included 
in the lis 

~~.---~--~~--~progr~ng for the delet1on of the 
ships from Navy's inventory ~as completed • 

On 20 October, the USS OXFORD departed her opera­
tions area and sailed to Yokosuka, Japan to commence 
stripping and deactivation. The ship was stricken 
from the Navy ledger and stripped for resale. 

28 
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lbl Ul 
\b\ (3!-50 usc 403 
\b) (3!-lS USC 19S 
lbl (31-P.L. 86-36 

. 7 (b) ( 1) 

TOP SECRET UMBRA 
USS GEORGETOWN .-

1
-----..,r/ 

(b)(3)-50 usc 403 
(b) ( 3) - P. L. 8 6-3 6 

On 2 January 1964, the USS GEORGETOWN departed 
Portsmouth,· Virginia enroute to Guantanamo Bay for 
three weeks of general shakedown training exercises. 
On completion of the training period, the ship pro­
ceeded to Montego Bay, Jamaica and then to Key West, 
Florida. 

29 
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'ibl (1) 
\'b) (3) -50 usc 403 
I~) (3)-lS USC 79S 
(b~\3)-P.L. S6-3G TOP SECRET UP#lBRA 

THIRD DEPLOYMENT OF THE USS GEORGETOWN 

(b1: (1 ):::: :- - - -
(bi (3)~5~0 USC-4Q3 
ib) (3)-P.IJ, ~86-36 
( b ) ( 3 ) - P . L . 8 6- 36 

On 5 January 1965, the USS GEORGETOWN departed 
~orfol-~ Va- to_q_onduct special operations in the 
~---~area and-alon(]-th~ 
coasts. The cruise was dividre~d~~T·n~t-o-.tTh-r~e~e--p,hl~a~s~e~s~:----~ 
(1) between Norfolk _andj 

30 
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ifb-nu_ 
N:rl \3l-50l::l~AQ3 
(b) t3l-1S USC 198- -
lb1 13)-P.L. S&-36 

I OP SECRET UMBRA 

On completion of this mission, the shiPI I 
!relieved the USNS MULLER 

~---=T~h-e~U~S~S~G~E~O~R~G~E~T~O~WN~~remained on station until 
L_r_e~l~i_e_v_e~d~-on 8 May by the USNS MULLER and then proceeded 
to Norfolk. 

31 
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~b), (l) 
\b) t~)-50 usc 403 
tb! <3l~ls usc 1~s 
\b) \3)-P~~. S6-36 

\bl (1) 
(b) (3)-50 usc 403 
(bl (3)-lS USC 19S 
\bl (:3)-P.L. S6-36 

1 
• ·- • :< ·-l 

.··: . . . . . . --- (bi(l) 

TOP SEeR.~T iJiliBRA i~; ;;;=;~~L~s~6~~~ 
" ' · .·. : '' l. ' :. :; '• ;i . ~ -~ ·::- < . , I (b) ( 3 i - P L 

.. .:..i .. . I n:sP£DY~--~196s-196~.~ .· ! ; 6- 36 .• 

I I 

I I 

I I 

I I 

I 

I 

. The 
. . ·. GEORGET,OWN returned to Norfolk on 7 March 1966. 
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aELIEF OF THE OSNS MOLLER MAY-JULY 
JULY-AUGUST l966 

" ~· On completion of upkeep, the 
departed ~orfolk 17 May 1966 eriroute 

ions area to r li e M 
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86-36 

/ 

(b) (1) 
(b), \3)-SQ USC 403 
(b) (3)-lS USC 198 
(b) (3)-P.L. S~-36 

33 

TOP SECRLCT UMBRA" 
: •-



l(b) Ul 
'b) Ill-SO usc 403 
(b~ (3)-lS USC 19S 
(lhl\(3) -P.L. 86-3~ 

I I \ -..

. 
' \ 

\ ' 
I \ 

I \ 

----------------------

b) ( 1) 
. (b)(3)-50 usc 403 

The USS GEORGETOWN returned~fo 
21 December 1966. 

.. / (I:\) (3)-P.L. 86-36 
Norfolk/ Va..\ on 

/ 
~ . I 

ln:iPLOYMENT MARCH - MAY 19 6!, 
/ l 

The USS GEORGETOWN 
for deployment tal I deployment, this crU>se 

departed Norfolk 7 March 196-7 
1/ As i~ the previous\\ 

was a1vided idto 2 phases: · 
;) 

II 

.» 

I 

I 

\\L ______ -~~---·/ ____ ___, /1 

// 

On 25 March the suffered a boiler blow-
out off There were no personnel 
injury ou amage o e s 1~ necessitated her return 
to Cristobal, C.Z. On 31 MaFch where she remained under 
repair until 15 April 1967} 

! 
MULLER RELIEF MAY- JUNE;l967 

! 
On 15 Mav, the USS; GEORGETOWN. havirutJ 

rel1eved the USNS MUL~ERI 

On 23 June, .the USNS MULLER returned to station and 
the USS GEORGETOWN sailed to Norfolk. 

,....----------,! 
toEPLOYMENT - NOVEMBER 1967 

The USS GEORGETOWN departed Norfolk, Va. on 16 
October enroute the Fleet Training Center at Guantanamo 
Bay for two weeks underway refre~hne~~~u·~JnL-~~~LU~~~--, 



~Nil! 
\bl c~! -so usc: 4IQ~ 

\bll~l-P.L. 8G-3G 

~b) (1) 
tb) (3)-SQ usc 403 
(b~ !3)-lS USC ?98 

~~ ... ~~~~~~~~.~~~.~.~~~~~~~~~-86-36 
:..~~~~L::~,.: L 

On 26 December the 
forced to return 
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the same day because of salt water corrosion in the 
evaporators and low feed water. Repairs were completed 
on 31 December 1967. 
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MULLER RELIEF - JUNE-August 1968 

In May 1968, DIRNSA proposed the USS GEORGETOWN I relieve the MULLER o/a 15 June I I 
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The GEORGETOWN relieved by the USNS MULLER on 1 August, 
arrived in Norfolk 7 August 1968. 
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I 

The GEORGETOWN departed Norfolk en route l.._ __ ----=-____.1 on 
17 September and operated in ~be~ larea until 27 
October when she s~i_l.,ed xor""th.e e'-a-s...,.t_c_o_a_~--:t_--' of-1 I 

A oort call was scheduled in 
~r-------,--'-l.c::..on 27 November for badly· needed waterside/fireside 

cleaning of boiler and maintenance of the auxillary 
equipment. I 

I 
While the ship was returninq to the east coast to 

1 resume coastal operations~ 
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\ On 13 November, the ship reported a boiler outage 
which the ship's forc~was able to correct by 16 November. 
On \~ January 1969, the ship reported the loss of the 
numb~r 1 diesal generator and engine crankshaft~ the latter's 
repair was not within the capabilitv of the ship's force. 

DEACTIVATION OF THE gss GEORGETOWN 
\ 

The GEORGETOWN arrived in Norfolk on 6 March 1969 
after an extended east I pruise. 
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On 17 October, CNO publicly announced the retirement 

of the USS GEORGETOWN. On 17 December 19691 !was 
disestablished. 1 

I 

41 

TOP SECREla u:vaSRA 

j 

I 

I 
I 

(b) (1) 

ibl(3)-SO USC 403 
(b) (3)-P.L. 86-36 



i / 
i / .. 

I / 

I! 

I 

I 
I 

(b) tl) 

/\(b) (1) 

\b) (3) -50 usc 403 
11b) (3) -P. L. 86-3E 

I 

\ 

\ 

USS JAMESTOWN 
\ 

\ 

\ 
The USS JAMESTOWN, a converted Liberty hull, begap 

service as a Technical Research Ship on 20 January 1964 
when she left Norfolk for shakedown operations in the · 
Caribbean. The five week cruise included stops at 
Guantanamo Bay, Kingston, Jamaica and a week of operations 
off Havana. 1 

FIRST DEPLOYMENT 

The JAMESTOWN's first full deployment, a scheduled 
circimnavigation of Africa, began on 9 April 1964. The 
130 day deployment covered approximately 31,000 engine 
miles and took the ship into the Mediterranean, through 
the Suez Canal, the Red Sea, south along the East African 
coast, north alonr the west roast to Sierra I~one and 
hack to Norfolk. J 

I 

\ 

/\ 
I ~----------------------------------------------------------------~~ 

I 

I The deployment area was ~rbitrarilv divided into t~rAA 
parts to facilitate taskinq and evaluation: Part I -
tranait of the Atlantjc ocean to and from the deployment 
area1} 

1 

\ 

/~[==================================================~-

\b) \3)-50 usc 403 
(b) \3)-lS USC ?9S 
lbl 13)-P.L. 86-36 
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SECOND DEPLOYMENT 
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THIRD DEPLOY~mNT 
~, 

The ship departed Norfolk 23 March 19GSi J 
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DEPLOYMENT TO SOUTHEAST ASIA 

During the first quart~~ 1965, discussions were 
held concerning the deployment ofa Technical Research 
Ship_ to Southeast Asia (SEA) (see Sec. 4:·-, p. 18). A 

\ relief. ship W.ao· e available within six months. On 
' 13 -,April 1965, · recommende:d to CNO that the JAMESTOWN 

1 be 's.elected as · _ · . __ ief ship for the OXFORD; the rationale 
't:>eins the- minimal ,dis·r_uption to the TRS program if the 
J~STOWN were c~os~n. '·I !recommendation was accepted 
b~ CNO on 24 AprJ.l. ', . · 

\1 \ 
1\ I 

'\\ \ 

1\ I 
1\ \ 

\\ \ 

\\ \ 

\\ \ 
\\ \ 
\\ \ 

\\ \ 

\\ \ 

\ 

\ 

I\ \ '-. 
\1 1 and departed 06 January on her J.nJ.tJ.al SO\l'l:heast AsJ.an 
11 1 deployment. l I 
'. \ 1 I 
I\ 

\ 1 Throughout 
! I JAMEST I 

\ \ 

I 

~~------------------------------------------------------------------~ 
Fr9m 14 June to 03 July 1967, the JAMESTOWN 

L-,--~-____,-,--JJin response to special mission tasking. 
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operated 
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Duri~~ Southeast Asian operations, the JAMES­
TOWN's activ~ties closely paralleled those of the · 
OXFORD. Isol~ted differences involved special opera­
tions during which one shiP was on-station and the 
other in port. 'I 
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The general SIGINT objectives were as follows: 

(A) North Vietnam/Viet Cong 

(1) Intercept of VC military, to deter­
mine strength, equipment, location, desposition, organ­
ization and mission of enemy forces, in realtime support 
of u.s. Military Commanders requirements. 

(2) To identify, catalog new/unusual 
communications and signal characteristics, known or 
suspected of emanating from South or North Vietnam 
and peripheral areas. 

(5} To maintain technical continuity on 
VC party communications apparatus. 
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(G) To assist u.s. ARDF resources in locating 
enemy transmitters off the coast of South Vietnam by 
providing tip-off. 

(H) To establish, maintain continuity, and 
determine operational status and capability of specified 
signals. 
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The JAMESTOWN's operations between January and October 
1969 were, primarily routine in nature. On 7 October the 
ship left Southe~st Asia enroute to its annual overhaul 
at Sasebo. During this period, the decision was made by 
DEPSECDEF to deactivate all the technical research ships. 
The ship was then moved from Sasebo to Yokosuka to be 
decommissioned in mid-December 1969 • 
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The USS BELMONT was the first ~f the Victory type 
hulls to be converted to a Technical Resear6h Ship. 1 

The ship's maximum speed of ~/knots made it more 1 

responsive than previous TRSs to situations requirin~ 
swift diversion from one/6perations are~/to another.· 

I \ 

The initial olaJlsprovided for 128 1enlisted and 6 
officer! [~personnel. I 

/ \ 
The BELMONT's shakedown cru~se to the Caribbean ar~a 

began on 20 January 1965. Und~rway training was condu~ted 
during daylight hours with th~ ship returning to Guant~namo 
each night and on we,kends. /From 2 0.- 26 February, the 1. 

ship operated in the _ farea and returned to Norfolk 
on 01 r~arch 1965. 1 

FIRST DEPLOYMENT 

The BELMONT's first full deployment, startinq on 26 \ 
April 1965, was scheduled for the west coast of I I 
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SECOND DEPLOYMENT 

In mid-Seot~mber 1965, the BELMONT dep1oved to 
!'Where it was tasked! 

\ THIRD DEPLOYMENT 
\ 

/\b) (1) 
(b)(3)-50 usc 403 
(b) (3)-P.L. 86-36 

(b) (3)-P.L. 
86-36 

1 On 16 March 1966, the BELMONT beqan its third dep1ovment. 
\ 

\ 

\ 

\ 
\ 

\ 

\ 
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FOURTH DEPLOYMENT 
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In September 1966, the BELMONT began a deployment to 
the west coast ofl 
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FIFTH DEPLOYMENT 

SIXTH DEPLOYMENT 
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~ eEVENTH DEPLOYMENT- - -- _ 

-- Th__e BELMONT did not depa-;;t- forl I again until 
roid-1968~dl.le to numerous delays encountered during the 
ship's yard ~bv~rhaul period and the need for refresher 
trainl~g for th~i !personnel on board. The BELMONT's 
operations orders were changed several times enroute to 
West coast'i Jl I 
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After a brief port call in Rota, Spain the ship departed 
the Mediterranean enroute Norfolk. On 31 October, the 
BELMONT arrived in Norfolk where stripping and deactivation 
procedures began. Deactivation was completed in January 1970 • 

.. : 

. 62 . . . 

TOP·SECRET UMBRA 



//(b) (1) 

~~b) (1), 
~b) (3),-50 usc 403 
(b\) \3) -18 USC 198 
(bl\(3)-P,L. 86-36 

// (b)(3)-50 usc 403 
(b) (3)-P.L. 86-36 

\ 
I 

I 

I 

USS LIBERTY (USN-855) 

On 5 February 1965, the USS 4I~ERTY, AGTR-5, sailed 
from the Bremerton shipyard at/Washington. The ship 
transited to Norfolk, Virgin1a and arrived 25 Februar 
to be in arin for 

/ 

The USS L~]3ERTY with USN-855 embarked, conducted 
shakedown operations at Guantanamo Bay between 29 March and 
27 April lg6s, and then deployed to the west coast of 

I ~from Norfolk on 15 June 1965. 
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The ship operated! ' ; 
for approximately 2 months before returning

1
"to Nqrfoi 

on 21 March 1966. 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

SUB~EQUENT .PEPLOYMENT§__TQq WEST COAST 1 r· 
I 

On 31 May 1966, the uss LI~ERTY sailed from Norfolk 1 to 
begin her third deployment to! the west coast of ._I ___ ____. 

This mission, which lasted until 30 August 1966, was conducted 
I 1 r 
I 

\ 
I 

I 
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The LIBERTY returned to Norfolk on 28 February 1967 1 

fur~~~- 1 

FINAL'DEPLOYMENT 

On 3 Ma~ 1967, the LIBERTY sailed from Norfolk to the 
west coast oti , I 

·:;_:· .: ·;; 

\ 

\·. 
I 

On 8 June, the ship was attacked by Israeli topedo boats 
and fighter jets. Serious damage was sustained by the ship 
and casualities were high. The ship was sUbsequently towed 
to Malta to undergo temporary repairs and later to the u.s. 
where she remained out of commission until the end of the 
shipborne collection program. (SEE"~port to the Director 
NSA - USS LIBERTY (USN-855) 23 May - 8 Jun_e 1967). 11 
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EXTENSION OF THE USNS VALDEZ 

The USNS VALDEZ was originally slated to be phased out 
in 1964. As the time for inactivation approached, and 
prospect of losing the ship became more apparent, strong 
voices were heard in favor of extending the ship. The 
basic rationale for the proposal was as follows: TRSs 2 
and 3 which were'programmed for commissioning by the end 
of calendar year 1963 would not become operationally 
available until late FY64. At that time, the VALDEZ, MULLER 
and ROBINSON were due for deactivation~ this left only 
3 TRSs to be applied to all existing requirements. TRSs 
4 and 5, programmed for December 1964 would not be opera­
tionally available until mid-1965 besides. it was believed 
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After annual .. overhaul 
January - 26 February 
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in CapetOwn, So~th.:i~rica 
19641 the· shiP·· d.eoi'oved to 
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The VALDEZ deployed once again to east coast on 3 Jan­
uary 1967 and remained there until 8 April when she began 
her transit through the Suez Canal to the Mediterranean 
enroute CONUS. 

1 VALDEZ REHABILITATION PLANNIN~ 

The VALDEZ commissioned in 1967 to meet 
had been 

L---------~~~----~~~----------~--------~~~~ programmed s1nce 1964.on a year-to-year bas1s until 1967. 
She had been operated exclusively from foreign ports since 
1961 and because overhaul had routinely been accomplished 
in Capetown, she had been virtually inaccessible for modifie­
ation and updating of the research department facilities 
and electonic installations. In 1967, the ship was pro­
grammed for overhaul prior to July 1967. 
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USNS VALDEZ REHABILITATION 

Between 14 June - 11 September 1967, the USNS VALDEZ 
underwent rehabilitation, upkeep and refresher training. 
Included in;the yard projects were: rehabilitation of 
enlisted men's living spaces including air-conditioning~ 
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/ 

installation of half deck in t2 hold ~6ve existing 
third deck MILDEPT office spaces; )lir-conditioning of 
MILDEPT maintenance area and ac!Jninistration spaces; 
and painting of the exterior of the ship. 

/ 

REDEPLOYMENT TO! f / 

The USNS VALDEZ departed for 
on 18 Se tember after test d 

In May 1968, the ship returned to the west coast 
where she operated until 18 December 1968 when she set 
sail for New York for overhaul. 

USNS VALDEZ OVERHAUL 1968-1969 
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\ 
The USNS VALDEZ, then commencing overhaul in the \ 

U.S., was examined as to its capability to provide this\ 
support. 

During the ship's overhaul period, a TRSSCOMM AN/SRC-33 
system was installed. It was hoped that this additional 
equipment would provide the ship with a more reliable 
communications capability. The USNS VALDEZ, in the past, 
had experienced chronic communications problems especially 
while operating in the I f, 

From the time installation of the sy~tem was completed, 
problems with the equipment began primaril¥ involving the 
antenna and its controls. The ship, origin~lly scheduled 
to depart fori lqn 11 December 1968 posF-poned sailing 
until January 23, 1969,~du~ to recurring probJems involving 
the installation and testirig~Qf the new TRSSCOMM. 

·~ \ 

During its remaining days in tiie-~Q.S., the $ip received 
scuttle/destruct devices and conducted wal~ thro~h drills. 
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In April, the ship experienced failure-of transmitters 
which required 26 days in port Monrovia, Liberia to correct. 
At the same time, TRSSCOMM system developed problems. 
Correction of these problems was hampered by excessive heat 
in the equipment bays. It was necessary to send a tech­
nician andparts f!'9ltl the u.s. to Monrovia to accomplish 
repairs. 

On 6 June, the ship suffered a main engine disablement 
which_ left it dead in .the water off Luanda. The ship was 
towed -tO~Qrt where repairs were completed on 14 June. 

On 13 August;-cNO withheld the obligational authority 
to cover the operations- of __ v_,r.DEZ :'d Mrrr.T.ER beyond 1 Octo-
ber 1969 (ref Sectign '6) .• _ -t _ !recommended the 
immediate return-of the VALDEZ to e U.S. and CINCLANT, 
on COMSTS' estimate that 60 days would be necessary to 
deactivate the ship, ordered her return on 23 August. 

The USNS VALDEZ, in port Monrovia for routine port call, 
received orderes to sail to Norfolk, Va. on completion of 
the in port period. The ship departed on 27 August and 
arrived in Norfolk on 18 September to commence deactivation. 
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In early 1962, the Secretary of/Defense directed 

' I rtn response to the DOD 
directivk=:=E determine the resources this would 
require, developed a two-phased program for sub-
mission o e sistant Secretary of Defense and arranged 
for the charter and conversion of a ship through the 
Military Sea Transportation Service (MSTS). 

In August 1962, COMSTS advised that the USNS MULLER 
had been selected for reoutfitting and by September• 7al7 
teration procedures had begun. 

On 23 April 1963, the USNS MULLER T-AG-169 left 
\ Higgens Shipyard near New Orleans for Kev West and on 

30 APril the ship, I 

\ 
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FIRST DEPLOYMENT APRIL 1963 - APRIL 1964 

1\ 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

1.1 

II 

1\ 

1\ 

i\ 

I\ 

1\ 

\I 
I I 

On 21 Ap'ril 1964 the ship sailed to Tampa, Florida\ 
to undergo it~first annual overhaul. 

SECOND DEPLOYMENT ~y 1964 - APRIL 1965 

On 19 May the MULLER sailed from the shiQyards 
mission' I I resume her normal 

THIRD DEPLOYMENT MAY 1965 - MAY 1966 

The USNS MULLER returned to operations 
when she relieved the uss GEORGETOWN in Ke 

I 1

1 

I\ 
I I 

to I I 
I I 

1965 

I 

I 
I 
I 
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FOURTH DEPLO~NT JUNE 1966 - MAY 1967 

On 29 June i~~6, the USNS MULLER, on completion of 
drydock and overha~l in New York, relieved the uss GEORGE-
TOWN at Key West andj I 

Muller Generator Casualty 

On 11 July, the USNS MULLER, having just completed 
overhaul, reported failure of 2 generators. COMSTSLANT 

__ dj.~e~t~d the ship to ~main far enough from the coast to 
precluoe arifting--in-t.. !before a 
tow could be arranged. . 
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While awaiting tow, the ship established a/pattern 
of drifting for approximately eight ho\lrs whil~ all power 
was shifted to the Research Operations spaces( and then 
returning to its original p sition b shifting all shi 's 
ower b ck to its en ines 

The following day, the USS EATON tooli the MULLER in\ 
tow to Key West where repairs were complE7ted on 29 July. ' 

Underwater Hull Inspection 

I 
COMSTSLANT in turn recommendeg, that members of the 

MULLER's MILDEPT be trained to accomplish 
hull inspection rather than contracted personnel because 
this could offer an opportunity to attach objects to the 
hull as well as draw undesirable attention to the ship. 

DIRNAVSECGRU objected to the use ofr---lLersonnel for 
this task and recommended use of shore-b~ilitary per­
sonnel. COMSTS Port Canaveral subsequently arranged for 
in-port diving services to accomplish hull inspection and 
the MULLER was directed to report satisfactory completion 
o'"f the job in the first SITREP following the inspection. 

\ 

FIFTH DEPLOYMENT JUNE 19 6 7-JUNE 19 6 8 ~~~~~l-P.L. 

1 1 On 22 June 1 the USNS MULLER relieved the USS GEORGE-
I 1 TOWN at I<ey West and res mned I 

86-36 

II~~========================.::!__----, 



1(bl Ol 
tbl (3)-50 usc 403 
~b) (3),-lS USC 198 
lb) (3!-P.L. 86-36 -

. fOP SECk~~-····· .·u~··l8RA 
• m •. m ~.~ ·. . . ~ '. "' . ·. . . . 



\tb~ (1) 

~b), t~ •. -so usc 403 
(b) t S USC ?9S 
lib') (3 "-;.L. S6-3f---------------------------------, 

\ \ \ 
\\ '. 

I\\ 

I\ \ 

\ \ 

I \ \ 

I \ \ 
\ I 
\ \ 

\ 
I 

\ 
I 

I 

\ 

The MULLER was accompanied by an escort at all times 
until her final recall in October 1969. The three destroyers 
assigned normally operated outboard of the MULLER but within 
quick ~eaction range for periods of no less than five ~ays. 

The special provisioning and refueling requirements 
of the destroyers necessitated several changes to the 
schedule routine the .ship had previously employed (see 
Section~, p. 103). ~ 

SIXTH DEPLOYMENT AUGUST 1968-0CTOBER 1969 

On 6 August 1968, the USNS MULLER commenced what: was 
\ to be her last deployment. I 

On 16-17 December the ship was off-station in dry 
dock in Tampa, Florida undergoing reP.airs to generators. 

Deactivation of the--t:JSNS MULLER 

In July 1969, CNO in response to the proposed Navy 
FY-70 reduction in funding, recommended the immediate 
inactivation of the USNS VALDEZ and USNS MULLER. The 
MULLER was due for her annual yard overhaul in September, 
but due to CNO's proposal to withhold obligational authority 
to cover her operations, COMSTS recommended the ship be 
diverted as soon as possible to NORVA to commence stripping 
operations. 
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The ship arrived on 16 October and 
sponsor's equipmen~ began immediately. I jwae_ c:Ie~ctivated. 
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I \lil'll CHRONOLOGY OF CRUISES~BYSHIP 
I ii \1\\ 

USS OXFORD 
I \\\ \\\\ 

!\I \I\\ 
\1 \ \\ \\ 

East cpas1~ 1 1' 04 January 1962 - 08 May 1962 

16 July 1962 - 02 March 1963 

May 1963 - 06 September 1963 

31 December 1963 - 31 June 1964 

I i.\ \ \f' I,'. 

r ::\ \ ~\,......\ ,,..,.\~-~ ------' 
'------' ,I ,, I I I I 

19 February 1964 - 10 June ~964 

05 August 1964 - 02 December 1964 

03 February 1965 - 03 June 1965 

17 June 1965 - 31 August 1965 

25 September 1965 - 31 October 1965 

11 November 1965 - 18 December 1965 

16 February 1966 - 05 March 1966 

12 March 1966 - OS June 1966 

19 June 1966 - 28 July 1966 

12 August 1966 - 07 September 1966 

13 September - 28 October 1966 

03 November 1966 - 6 December 1966 

13 December 1966 - 12 January 1967 

23 January 1967 - 24 April 1967 

05 May 1967 - 03 July 1967 

20 September 1967 - 29 November 1967 

12 December 1967 - 15 March 1968 

18 April 1968 - 17 July 1969 

East coastl 11 1' 
II '---1-i\ \--;-\ "~-\ -------' 

Caribbean 11 \1 \ ' 

West coast1 

West coast 

South China Sea 

South China Sea 

South China Sea 

South China Sea 

South China Sea 

South China Sea 

South China Sea 

South China Sea 

South China Sea 

South China Sea 

South China Sea 

South China Sea 

\ \ 
I \ 

I 

I 
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28 July 1968 - 23 August 1968 South China Sea 

21 September 1968 - 21 December 1968 South China Sea 

03 January 1969 - 09 April 1969 South China Sea 

24 April 1969 - 27 July 1969 South China Sea 

11 August 1969 - 03 November 1969 South China Sea 

DEACTIVATED 
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USS GEORGETOWN 

19 April 1964 - 26 May 1964 

01 July 1964 - 26 October 1964 

06 January 1965 - 30 March 1965 

03 April ~96S - 08 May 1965 

21 July 1965 - 13 October 1965 

15 December 1965 - 07 March 1966 

18 May 1966 - 30 June 1966 

OS July 1966 - 23 August 1966 

OS October 1966 - 21 December 1966 

08 March 1967 - 13 May 1967 

16 May 1967 - 30 June 1967 

Jtib) (1 
/ /lii~b) ( 3 -so usc 403 u ~··~RA(II~I(~{ ( 3 

- , /II~~\~ 

-P. L. 86-36 

_ II 

/ # I /it \~ '~ 
! If I !1,\1_ 

li I illil 
/I I illil 

-/( i ill\ 
II I IIIII 

I 1\ \\ 

\\1 \\ 

\\ 
\ \ 

\ \ 

West coast 1 111 \\ 
.-<1 =....._..........,""if.R.ey_~ .........-:=.-----.,...,.\ 1,---1 -----:--7\ \ __ ____~ 

.__I _ ___,I/ I \\ 

,--LL.LL.L----..LI..L---l...., 

East coasti 
i~:!I:±IC±::I:::===E::::tl::::==::i, 

North coast 
' 

I I I I \ \\ 

II I I I \ \\ 

II I I ' I\\ 

I 1\ 

North I I I \ \I 
North 

I 

C~ast~~lljj=±======±'~'-
coast I ~ I I I 1\ I 

.------,1 ~-~~~~~--------~--

'-----------'1 II : : 
1

, 

17 October 1967 - 04 November 1967 Refresher tr#i/n~n~ GTMO 

07 November 1967 - 22 Nove~ar 1967 

23 November 1967 - 13 December 1967 

II I I 

II I 

II I I 

'I I 

I' I 

1 26 h 1 d . il I L_ J_ 6 December 1967 - Marc 968 Me 1ter;-ane;r11 yP, 

08 June 1968 - 09 August 1968 I ~~ : : 
18 September 1968 - OS October 1968 _ _, 1 1 

06 October 1968 - 27 January 1969 
I I 

East coast L ~Indian 
Ocean~ 1 1 

28 January 1969 - 07 March 1969 South Atlaritic~~------~ 
I fNorva 

DEACTIVATED 
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USS JAMESTOWN kA~TR-3) 1 
I \ 

I / I \ 

09 April 1964 - 17 August 1964 Norfo1kfMed~-----+--~~ 
I ~Norv~ \ 

\ 
14 October 1964 - 03 February 

24 March 1965 - 23 July 1965 

1965 West coast/J 
I '-------;:::::::.._ __ _..,, 

East/West/coast ~~ I I .________. 
23 October 1965 - 02 ~anuary 1966 

07 January 1966 - 01 April 1966 South China Sea off S.Vietnam 

22 April 1966 - 03 July 1966 South China Sea 

14 July 1966 - 30 September 1966 South China Sea 

11 October 1966 - 23 December 1966 South China Sea 

31 December 1966 - 02 February 1967 South China Sea 

12 April 1967 - 11 July 1967 South China Sea 

07 August 1967 - 13 November 1967 South China Sea 

19 November 1967 - 20 February 1968 South China Sea 

03 March 1968 - 13 June 1968 South China Sea 

02 July 1968 - 30 September 1968 South China Sea 

17 October 1968 - 15 January 1969 South China Sea 

07 February 1969 - 17 March 1969 South China Sea 

31 March 1969 - 30 June 1969 South China Sea 

18 July 1969 - 18 October 1969 South China Sea 

DEACTIVATED 
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·,, 
08 September 1966 - 14 

', 

02 February 1967 - 08'June 1967 

15 August 1967 - O} October 1'967" 
\ " ', 

04 October 1967 - 16 November' 1967 
\ "~ ' 

17 November 1967 - 14 Dscember !''967' 
\ '"-. 

\ 

15 May 1968- 14 June 1968 \\ 

\ 
~ 

15 June 1968 - 25 September 196~ 
\ 

26 September 1968 - 30 October 196.~ 

31 October 1968 - 28 Novmeber 1968 

18 June 1969 - 30 October 1969 

DEACTIVATED 

\ 

Bremerton-Norfolk 

Shakedown cruise to GTMO 

' "' R~fresher training at 

'· GTM.() '· 

W~t '~ast~._ __ ___, 

Indlan oo~~ntwest/ 
West e~astl ] 

'\ " 
\ Transit SQuth Atlantic/ 
\East coastLI ---------' 

I VNorva 

Mediterranean 
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', ~'-: ~~ ~-:: ~':.l!S~~-LIJ;!E~TY (USN-855/AGTR-5) 
'-.... :::-:::.._ "'--, ~ ....... 

'-, '•, ~':.::::- ":~: ""-..... =-= -~ ......... ...... ---- .. ---· 

0 5 Febr\lary l: ~lis ~~ ~5 )'ebFuacy~ 1.9_§ 5 
'· '. ··,-.... -......, ·- '·- ----

Bremerton - Norfolk 

29 March 1965 - ,_2'4~li:>~t :J.%-5 ~ "'. ~Sha_kedown at GTMO 
·,, . ' ....... :~ ·. · . ......__ ' -......._ ·......._ ----- -......._ ·--- --..__ 

15 June 1965 - Z7,_ ~~t~ber~ t9~f ,- :::: ~-~w~~t" co;jtll--__ ___,1 to 

oJ January 1966 - 21,Ma,ch 1;66 ' : f'!i.t~ cQfstiL-__ ____,I 

31 May 1966 - 30 August 1966'· -- ·,w;st--Q.?~s't~ I - '- " ...._ __ ___, 

01 November 1966 - 28 February 19'6(, West''~o~sti I 
03 May 1967 - 24 May 1967 

01 June 1967 - 08 June 1967 

' -.. West coas't.l I 
·i I 
Mediterranean ops 
(Torpedoed during Arab­
Israeli crisis and 
subsequently deactivated) 

I OP SECRET UMBRA 
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tl ' " . - .;;:.:~s::..:~=~-v..;.:= AL=--= =Bn;;;.:--:::...lL ____ -_-_-.rk;::.-'1'~-:A.:;;;G~-:=..:16:=9~) 
-. 

December --19-61 - February 1962 
-,_ 

\F~bruary 1962 ';;.,_september 1962 . ' 

OctoQer 1962- March'~9~3 
' 

08 M~rc'f:l 1.~63 - 24 January 1964, ., 

26 Febr~a~ <]_~64 - 09 August 1964 
•, 

16 Augus~\1~6_4 -,~0 February 1965 
' ' •, ~ 

\, ', '" "•. 
21 March 19'~5 ..::. , 20 October 1965 

\ "·. ', ::;> 
\ "'. ', ', 

26 October 196~ - >l-5 D~'C~mber 1965 
' \ \, ',, ', 

27 December 1965\- 24.\ May ~9\66 
\ ·,, ', '< ... 

21 June 1966 - 10 Optob~ 196.~ ;\ 
" ', ~ 

20 October 1966 - 13 Dece~er l~~ 
\ \, 

03 January 1967 - 30 Manoh 196_7 

09 April 1967 - 16 April 1967 

21 April 1967 - 22 May 1967 \ 

18 December 1967 - 16 May 1968 \_ 

17 May 1968 - 28 August 1968 
\ 

Sout~ ~~1~~d.ci 
.-----==~---~ 

West coast 

West coast 

West coast 

, West coast 

East-~oast 

East coast 

West coast 

East coast 

East coast 

West coast 

East coast 

' ' ·.:~j ', 
~\_~~~-----------------~ 

Mad:i:terranean 
\ \ ·r·~----~ 
·\., Easti 

\ w~,s t ._c_o_a_s'-<:-t-,,_-;:i =-------, 
29 August 1968 - 18 September 1968 \ 

\ 
Transit to CONUS 
overhaul 

for 

23 January 1969 - 18 February 1969 

19 February 1969 - 26 August 1969 

27 August 1969 - 18 September 1969 

DEACTIVATED 

\ ·,, 
i.-----'-----,lopera tions 

\ 

West coas~._ ______ ~ 
Transit to CONUS 
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USNS MULLER J rT-AG-171) 

30 April 1963 - _21 April 1964 
/ 

April 26 May 1964 ~'01 1965 

10 May 19.6S - 21 May 1966 

02 July 1966 - 15 May 1967 
. J 

25 June 1967 - 11 June !9-68 / 

· 06 August 196Q_ ,.. -oi October 1969 
.· ------· ·. 

· DEACTIVAtED 

?" 

(b) ( 1) 

(b) (3i-50 usc 403 
(b) (3) -P.L. 86-36 
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1 OP SECRET UMBRA 

RATIO OF ON-STATION TIME.BY SHIP 

uss OXFORD I 

1967 

ON STATION ,, .66% 

OFF STATtON, 33%. 

·' 

(b) (1) 

(b) (3) -50 usc 403 
(b) (3)-P.L. 86-36 

* 80 days off stati,Qn for annual overhaul in Japan and 
further delay due to engine failure. 

1968 

ON STATION 73% 

OFF STATtON ' 27% 

* 33 Days delay in Sublc, P.I. for engine repairs. 

1969 (308 days only) 

ON STATION 79% ... \~·· 

OFF STATION 11% 
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lOP SECRET Ur/iBRA 

uss GEORGETOWN I 11967-1969 

1967 

ON STATION :38% 

OFF STATION 62%* 

* 66 days in Norfolk, Va. for normal RAV. 
10 9 days in Norfolk, Va •.. for annual overhaul. 

1968 

ON STATION 

OFF STATION 49% 

b) ( 1) 

b)(3)-50 usc 403 
b) (3) -P. L. 86-36 

* 13 days delay in N.aples, Italy ·due to USS PUEBLO incident. 
74 days in Norfolk, Va. for normal RAV. 
74 day~ in Norfolk, Va. for normal RAV. 

1969 {only 63 days) 

ON STATION 85% 

OFF STATION 15% 
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uss JAMESTOWN I 

1967 

ON STATION 64% 

OFF STATION 36% 
. ·. . ::., { .... ··.. ·.... .:· ~ :;·: 

* 69 days for overhaul at- Yokosuka, ··ja.pan 
27 days inSubic .for engin.e repairs. 

!!ll 
ON STATION 

OFF STATION 

81% 

_.19%* 
'"):. 

,. .. 

* 17 days in subic due to gen~rator fa,i.lure. 

1969 (291 d~ys only) 

ON STATION 78% 

OFF STATION 22% 

* 23 days in Subic for engine repairs. 
18 days in Subic for upkeep. 

TOP SECRET u-MPRA 
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T()P SECRET UMBRA 
USS .. BELMO~T j 

1967 

ON STATION 

OFF STATION 

48% 

52% 

* 32 days in Norfolk, va. for normal ~v. 
67 days in :Morfolk, va •. for normal RAV • 

.. 1968 

ON STATION 34% 

OFF STATION 

* 105 days annual overhaul/refresher training. 
14 days in Tema, Ghana for, engine repairs. 
33 days in Norfolk, Va. for normal RAV. · 

1969 (304 days only) 

ON STATION 34% 

OFF STATION 66%* 

* 140 days in port Norfolk. 
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TOP SECRET UMBRA 

USS LIBERTY (USN-855) 1966 

1966 

ON STATION 51% 

OFF STATION 49%* 

* 72 days annual overhaul 
53 days in Norfolk, Va. for RAV. 
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tJS~S,VAtDEzl 

1967 

ON STATiON 

OFF STATION 

59% 

41%* 

. . -~ .. 

* 86 days state-side overhaul in New York. 
6 days in Luanda, Angola for engine repairs. 

1968 

ON STATION 

OFF STATION · 

55% 

45%* 

* 91 days in Norfolk; Va. for TRSSCOMM repairs. 

1969 (261 days only) 

ON STATION 64% 

OFF STATION 36%* 

(b) (1) 
(b) (3)-50 usc 403 
(b) (3)-P.L. 86-36 

* 35 days in port New York for TRSS COMM repairs. 
26 days in Monrovia, Liberia for transmitter repairs • 
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TOP SECRET UfliBRA 
~ ~ 

1967 

ON STATION 58% 

OFF STATION ,42%* ' -:~: . . ' .. 

* 23 days' for ya.rd overha~l iri :Florida. 
40 days annual overhaul.• 

,!.: :. 

1968 

ON STATION 52% 
•!·, 

OFF STATION 48%* 

* 24 days in port due to PUEBLO incident. 
12 days in Key West due to engine failure. 
42 days annual overhaul in Hoboken, N-.J. 

(b) ( 1) 
(b) (3) -50 usc 403 
(b) (3)-P.L. 86-36 

14 days in Tampa, Florida for generator repairs. 

1969 (289 days only) 

ON STATION 63% 

OFF STATION 37%* 

* 41 days for installation of destruct and scuttle devises. 
4 days for cooling system repairs. 
4 days for bidder's survey. 
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110b) (3)-50 usc 403 
/ 1(1'~) (3)-P.L. 86-36 
J· (b'~ (3)-P.L. 
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SECTION 5 

.J,·'' ~. . .... 

coN-fn:oERATioNs Al<-FecTI~G ':'oP~RATI;bNs ·: 
.\ 

I I .· .. '·. 
-~.·· .. ~ .f~ ~-r-~ii!~~i.·.·. 

I \ MSTS AND MONTBLY- SCHEOULE SlJBMISS J;ONS -t' '· i \< . . . - . ' 
• ,,. ,.. . ,, .. . .. I. •··•··.· 

....... . ..•. ·~. ·•'· · ... · . .. . I \ \-. ~--··-
\ ~-Th. e lilOnth .. l.y, prepaf.ation;_ and Sub.mis&i0J1 O.:t' Scl;u~dule~ by . I_ 

L..:.___j fol! the,. MSTf? ,vessels (USNS_ VALl)B~ ·c;t.nd U&NS MpLLER) ,1 • -- ~- --

resulted· -~ .a ·r.~_!;=urrin~ problem. . ~e !l'?nthly. sqhed_ul~~ . 
were prep~'red and subm~tted accord~ng .to the I,nformal.aul.de- . 
lines established when the ships" fi:rst joHt~d t,he I 1 'I 
fleet (i.e. ,'c=Jprepared schedules fo.r the.,.f'o~iowing m¢nth 
anc;i C?Ordina.ted them infqrmally with MSTSL)®T before s~­
mitting ~.them through official channels to :JGS)!. This pro-
cedure\ continued d lin rocedures were defin~d 
and doc'u.mented in · On nmnerous 
occasiorl~, proposed sc e u es were s ect to Iil.odificati1ons 
at the .request .of MSTS. These chariges appeared inconsisttent 
with the £nformal· guidelines develop.ed in the past and 1 .. 
caused an ~xcessive amount of communications infinalizing 
the schedul~s. 1 

i 

1 A.TDY vi~j.t to.HQMSTSLANT in Brooklyn, N.Y. was arranged 
1 in order to d~scuss the dev~lopment of schedules (the USNS · 
1 MULLER's in pa.t:ticular • The meetin . took lace on 01 Ndv-
,ember 1968 with 

It was agreed that the operating ratio !;lhould be main.l. 
tained at no more than 25 days at sea fallcniinq' 5 days in 1• 

Port Everglades. This was the MSTS requirement for.normal 
operations - for occasional operational requirements, MSTS 
would notobject to a slight extension of on•stat!on time 

1 

beyond-the 25 day operating period. 1 
I 

Because of provisioning and refueling r_ equire.ments for~ 
the MULLER and her excort, MSTS requested the 25 day at-se1 period be subdivided as follows: 1 day enroute from Port 1 
Everglades to station; 9 days on-station (ninth day for 
visit at Key West Buoy for mail etc); 4 days on-s·tation; 
1 day to Key West for water and return to station; 9 days 
on-station; 1 day return to Port Everglades~ TP,e 5 days in\ 
Port Everglades included the day of arriv.~l-and day of de- , 
parture. Naturally, due to normal constrai,pts, this schedu:te 
would be interupted from time to time, but it was deemed ·, 
impractical to deliberately vary the pattE;!rn without sound 
justification • 
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MSTS preferred that arrivals to and departureJ 
1

1 ~~ern 
ports be restricted to days other than Saturday, ~~~d~y 
or holidays. Though such tirnin~ t:ad little cost ~:fif~qt 
on the MSTS crew personnel, add1. t1.onal costs for it~g$, 1 
berthing, stevedore support, etc. , made these arJii v1a~s 1 
and departures expensive. However, MSTS agreed "lj:.o j8!4PPprt 
these arrivals and departures in emergency or ur9enif: 1 

operational situations. 1 

I . \ \ 
MSTS would not support the need for an overll!ight por~ 

call in Key West (once standard operating proce~ure) , 1 \ 
except in the case of an emergency or urgent operational \ 
requirement. MSTS allowed only 5 days in port liberty 1 for1 
each 25 days at sea; any additional in port time wou.ld\ 
reduce the 5 day port call in Port Everglades. /Since tlhe 
majority of the MSTS crew maintain homes and f~ilies in 
Port Everglades, port calls elsewhere could reSiul t :iln a: 
morale problem. 1 1 

i 
The one-day port call in Key West for water and pro-1 

visioning took place mostly during day light hours. ' The1 

ship normally departed Key. West at 2030 hours, I so asl t-n I 
arrive on station at the first liqht of morninb. r 

In the event of the threat of extreme weather corltditidns, 
MULLER would normally head for Port Everglades artd 1 

t e storm in art. Attern t to avoid the stdrrn b 1 

1. tl.onally, 7 kno
1
ts (spee of 

ship) was insufficient to maintain a heading; against 
1
the 

heavy wind and seas which normally extend f~r befo_n_d 
1
the 

actual eye of the storm. It was agreed! _ _~oulp be 
advised immediately of the departure of t~e j ship in~ tp@ ~ 
event of a storm threat, and that the dec1s1-on to mov~ ~:1 . 
the ship i~ this situation was a command dep~s.!9:?::::for'(tne 11~~-(;J-P.L. 
Master (skl.pper) /MSTS •· _. _ :_ :. f.-~ 1 1 

With full appregiation -that .- ~ . 1 
/ 

I tantr-rn_v_iew--of the numerous ~dministrat~ve 1 
ana Iog.·l.StlC;a/cons-traints, ~.STS informally proposed ~1 
~ prepare- and forward the initial monthily schedule~ 
L_jfor review and modification/concurrenc~, instead of 1 
the reverse which had,been the standard o~erating procedljlre. 
Upon coordination/concurret. t:;;nra;as,d schedule WOUtd 
be forwarded in accordance _ _proceduresdt 

>:Jf~s _a1~9. 7t$~~1r.7S.cc!l~Q~ . .Jil9~_J}:l.~a, ~op~:i~ed 
. .. gcv.. u•••g--
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r---lshould include _ reason for the change 
~-'''-urgent technical requ;irement,1 embark ·vis:~tors", etc), 

so that MS'I'S could better appreciate 1j _ _ j 
effectively -~oordinate internal MSTS \L::r=-=e:-:::q::r.;u~1,_,r;;:;;e=m=e=n=s=-.-----,--J 

I - " 

This propos 'a!- ~as formally made t? and- accepte~.J ._,_ -----' 

In concludin_g t:h~--~et~ng'~ MSTS r~questeq_ th~t rl 
visit MS'.rf:; approximatfhy every ~s(i'k 1no-n-ths 

'-f=-o_r __ c_oo_r--cd;;-,i:-n-a-t-:-::-i-o_,n of -:.Qperatl.Q.ns. . \ / 1y · ··· 

'-.._ . \. 

---.........__ ......___:. \ 
. ---~. -- . - ·. \ ·-- ...... ~ 

(b) (3)-P.L. 86-36 
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ABRUPT CHANGES IN SCHEDULES 

,,, 

Early .publication of monthly schedules was necessary 
to allow ample time fpr MSTS and Navy to coordinate, 
through ma_ritime and commercial authorities, the avail­
ability of berth, tug support, and delivery of perishable 
food and other supplies, etc., with the arrival and de-
partures of other vessels. · 

Abrupt changes in schedules 'al.so involved other agencies 
such as the u.s. State Depar.tmE:mt' in arranging for port 
clearances and visas for personnel joining the ship at 
foreign ports. 

In emergency or quick reaction situations these in­
coveniences could not be avoided but it was generally re­
cognized that mid-stream changes in schedules required 
strong justification. 
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CONVERSION'TO MSTS 

\u-1 l: - ~. L. a 6-3 6 

The. use of AGTHs. as TRSs (~ntirely Navy manned) 
··was ~challenged in Noveinbe~ 1963 and .. "again in February 19\~~ 

by RADM- J:..W. Ailes III, Commander, Service Force, Atlantip 

\\ 

\ ' 

I 

I 

I 

Fleet. His "obj~ction was based on the use·· f n · 
1 - . 

The recommendation was rejected b:y:'CNO in .Tune 
1964, 'but w·as subsequently approved by that 'office in 
Novemb~r 1964. At that. time CNO directed .a program •be 
prepared for an orderly transfer of the-~avY''s responsi­
bility f6r operation of the AGT~ to MSTS. 

The Bu:teau of Ships estimated the cost :for conversion 
at 1. 4 million per ship and the time in the ,ya:r;"d to accom- ·· 
plish convert;ion at 4 months. MSTS estimated· annual opera­
ting cost for\the three Liberty ships .at 1 •. 42 million and 
the two Victory\ ships at 1. 65 rnilli~n· •. '(7) ::f~~-

J land"~! then met to dev~l~~ -~- s.~hedule of 
convers!on that w~ allow for the fullest us~ o~jL'_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-~~ 

I I . / , 
.'. / . 

/ date l . !bogged down in 1966 x6r the following 
, The ~lans for modi fica. tion o.· f .t· he'·/ships to accomo-

reasbns: 1 going on ·the assumptiqn/that the ships 
would be/ manned by units of specified· numb.ers, obtained 
an /estimate a·£ costs to convert all 5 ~A/from the BUSHIPS. 
The estimate, in April 1965, of eiqht~ars for expen­
d~ture in FY68 was subsequently approved by SECDEF in a 
p,tR 0f 21 D~cember 1966 •//However, in 1966, in addition 

·to other alterations,,the number of personnel to be 
/ac<iomodated rose fr..oni 735 to 813 and it became apparent 

l tlie basis for SE.CDEF' s approval for conversion was unreal­
/ i:stic. 

/ 
COMS$R,Ji.ANT ser: 70/00368 dtd 2fNoverriber 1963, "Use 
of/Fleet Units in Support of Non-Military Operations". 

/ I (6t. 
I I 1 ' 

/ I I / 
I I / 

I // 

BUSHIPS ltr ser: 44-042, dtd 29 May 1965. 

ill 

l/ 
:to) 1) 

:bJ 3)-5C ~sc 403 
:b) 3)-P.L. 86-36 
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The revised estimate came to.28.7 .million. This 
included increa,s.ed manning ffgures, habitability improvements, 
addition of machine automa~ion equipment and-Coast Guard 
certification." Subsequently it was decided that it was 
not feasible to. convert five ships in one year and in 
view of the fact that only eight million was included in 
FY67 CCP for· col'_lversion of all f;i.ye. ships it was necessary 
for Navy to reprogram its manpower resources· in FY68 to pro­
vide for continued operart.ton of.these ships during that 
fiscal year. ? 

J I and NaVy's proposed pr<;>grams . for conversion 
de!l\ons~rated tl'_le.advantages o~ ope:rating under MSTS in 
peacet~me cond~t1ons. Operat1onal days per year under 
M~TS operation would be 259 compared to 193 under Navy 
OJ?eration. 

, NSA's proposal, however, called for conversion of only 
"¢-he two Victory ships with an-estimated life expectancy of 
1ten more years. If accepted., this program would require 

1that one ship be out of operation for most of FY68 and 
1one for seven months in FY69. Under the Navy program one 

1 ship would be out for most of FY68 and three in FY69 and 
one in FY70. 

When the above proposals were submitted to the OSD 
Review Group during the CCP submis_sion 67-73, the group 
decided that the operational need for the AGTRs would not 
decline in the coming years and that until the hostilities 
in Southeast Asia were terminated, it would not be fea­
sible to allow any ship to be out of service during FY69. 

1 Therefore, the Review Group recommended the 5 AGTRs 
1 continue to be operated by the Navy and th~t~ 

I be adjusted accordingly~ __ - -- '---------------' 
'---------' 

The recommenda~ign- was_8-{msequently approved by SECDEF. 

I I 

I I 

t -· -
(b) (3)-P.L. 86-36 
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As a result of an incident involv~ng u.s. Military 
personnel from the USS ROOSEVELT whi~e in Capetown, 
South Africa in Feb 67 , the u.s. 2tate Oepartment 
announced the unofficial closure pf South African ports 
to u.s. ships. · 

T)1.e loss of these ports ~=----=----..,.---..,..----..,....,---.---:------' 
~-~by requiring long trans1ts to and from su1table ports 
for overhaul ·and logistics. The material reliability of 
the ship was reduced as voyage repair facilities were 
reduced in quality and there was an increase in cost and 
time for VALDEZ's surface and air logistics support now 
coming from the u.s. to other African ports where the 
survice was erratic. (B). : 

(8) Department of the Navy M~o dtd 4,Ma,rch 1967, "DOD 
Requirement for Facilities and Contractual Support 
in the Republic of South Africa." 
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• \b) ( 1) 
(bl (~J -so usc 403 
\bl (3):::_1B usc 798 
lb) (3)-P.I:;. 86-36 

798 
(b) (3)-P.L. 
86-36 

1 linaorporated into DDR&E's paperi as 
well as studies from Navy, Air Force and NASA, were for­
warded on 5 June to the Deputy Secretary of· Defense and 
thence to the Under Secretary of the State Department for. 
teview. · 

In the interim_.~ -~ Jan exchange o~ ·c~rrespondence 
with CNO and MSTJk·in order to :eve lop mutually acceptable 
plans for maxJm'ilm use of the extremely limited port facili-
ties. · · 

~n 27 April 1967, COMSTS provided CNO with comments 
and recommendations for alternative solutions: 

/ 

(b) (3)-P.L. 86-36 

(9)'1 rata 20 March 1967, "DOD 

(b) ( 1) 

(b) (3\ -so usc 403 
(b) (3)-P.L. 86-_36) 

j(b) (3)-P.L. 
86-36 

REQUIREMENTS FOR FACILITIES AND CONTRACTUAL SUPPORT 
IN THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA (U) "• 

COMSTS 261324Z April 1967, "AGTR/MSTS Deployments". 
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COMSTS also pointed out tha. t>timit~fions of g~d port 
facilities would require larger~d mo~e frequent s~ip­
ments of all supplies to the ships operating in the 1area 
and because of this~ operat:~;itig flex~bility would be ]:;:e­
duced by the necess~ty to/schedule/operations around 'ur­
face transport rendezvous. COMSTS,. estimated a 25% red~ction 
in productivity from/the VALDEZ 

1
AS a result of these n~w 

restrictions. I 
.·/ /. 

CINCLANTF~T, in providing comments to CNO on the \ 
effects this ~new situation /would have on I I I !"stated: / L----------' 

/ 

••• present -16 week/deployment remains most efficient 
in utilization and productive coverage of desired areas, 
:recognizing thatt there will be some degradation of 
effort during Latter part of deployment due material 
p:r::oblems, inadequate logistic support and operator 
fatigue ••• wi.,t:h 10 day logistic resupply period at 
ROta, deploYment can be increased to 21 weeks with-
out degra~ing operational capability of AGTR ••• If 
Navy res~onsibility extended to cover east coast in 

lb1(3)-P.L. 8(-36 
-:::::::.~ 

addition to west coast during overhaul of MSTS ship, 
21 we~ employment with 10 day logistic support stop 
at Rdta in mid-cruise feasible ••• any increase over 16 
week deployment should include commensurate increase 
~fr6m 8-11 weeks CONUS time between deployments ••• (11) 

-....._~ --

.......... _ -;-'-.. - ~ --

' 
7Ih·J~ly,r---lrepresentatives met with JCS, CNO and 

c===Jrepre&ent~s to discuss the denial of South African 
ports· to u.s. ~av~l ships. The result was a proposal to 
initiate·~ test acti~ by scheduling a port call for the 
USNS VALDEZ .. at Durban,'--South Africa. The Director of 
African Regidn~ ISA, indica~ed a willingness to process 
such a request anc;I try to obtalh' S't;ate Department clear-
ance. A message was sent to ASD/ISAi !requesting 
ASD/ISA make prelimin~ approach to State Department to 
help insure a favorable·~esponse in regard to Durban entry 
when JCS/JRC request for ~learance was presented • .. 

Through informal channels·: Owas advised that clear­
ance for the ship's entry into Durban would not be forth­
coming but State Department had indicated that if suff­
icient justification was provided, they would not object 
to a port call in South Africa by a TRS. 

(11) CINCLANTFLT OS0028z May 1967, 11 AGTR DEPLOYMENTS". 
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Between July of 1967 and the final dep·arture of TRSs 
from the African waters in 1969-, no situation of sufficient 
urgency arose that ·would permit the suggestion to be tested 
again. 

TOP SECRE-r UMBRA_.-
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/~1-:bl 1) 
. . . / 1fi'//l\b) 3) -50 :JSC 1,03 

• . .~ ·. o;' . ./ 
0 

1//iil(t•l 3)-P.~. 86-36 

TOP SECRET UM/DR~i/,1 1 
\ 

CPl\ RESTRICTIONS / / /1 I ; :1 I \\ 
. . . /.1////11 \\ 

.. . · / ·· 1 I i il i " 
Claimed territorial s~a 'is the ale"'r/of w~t~r ~~~yer 

which a cm;ntry claims te~r1 torial ri,ghtp ,~ cjP fs ~e 
closest .. po~nt o~ app.ro.~eh a ship ma~ m~e1 t. ojt ·el ~o~~ign 

landmass, and ~s measured from th~ co~s;ta.J,._1b~fi1e+~ne11 of 
the count:r:y in qu~B"tion. 11 / ·· 1 ,

1 
'
1 11 

/ . // / I ii. I ~~ 
Although/ the U.S.does no1;/ recggn).ze ~ny 11cl,ime~ 1 

territorial: se.as beyond 3 NM, /Tech:q:;i.c~l Re~ea,ti:rch 
1 
Ship'1 

usual.ly ~nducted operations louts ;We. ;the ql~f!\ed 'terr~tJ·. 
tori~l:·waters (e.g., clai d ,terri'l):or~Cjl.l eJea is1 c::J U$NS MULLER operated at 1 • ·In ca · es i in 'W'hich 1 
there were overriding 1 1 con$iderations, 
request for operations w1th~n ¢la.i,tned terr tqria.J,. water19 
would be considered on an individ.ualbasd.s. (li2) 1 1 

/ I I .I I I 
The JCS and commanders of ;the Unified and Specified 

commands designate sensitiv~ areas for ,programs where 
appropriate,and when requi,;red,idesignation of suoh areas\ 
include geographical boundaries. 1 1 i 

/ I I \ 

The Unified and Specif4.ed commands may inc:rtease but 1 
not decrease CP.As below the I limits es.ltablished by JCS. I 

I I I , I I 

On 21 Dec~mber, 1the uss GEO:R'GETOWN r~ce!i ved1 sailing 
orders from COMSIXTHFLT, then her/parent cbnunand, 1 with 
CPAs affixed j.s foll/lws: / / 1 

COUNTRY I CP¥ PLAIMED D~STANCE i 

A 
/25" 

1
25 

/ 25. 
I . 

6 
6 
6 I 

I 6 I 
unspecifi;ed 

I I .· I i 
i 

"OperatiQnal Guidance 
rL-------L-----------------M~r==o~g~r~am~s~a~n~a CertainiL-----------~1 

Appendix D." 
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CONTINUED: 

COUNTRY CPA 

/25 
25 
25 
12 

6 
/ 

/ 

/ 

~/ 

/ 

CLAIMED DISTANCE 

/ i2 
/ 6 

12 
12 

6 

/ ::c~(b) ( l) 

/ 1\b) (3)-50 usc 403 
/ I ~b) ( 3) - P. L. 8 6-3 6 

I (b) (3)-P.L. 86-36 

i 
I 

I 
I 

\\ 

i (13) \\ 
i I' 

1\ 

After her January port/call, the GEORGETOWN ciommenced11 

operatiors on 6 February /under SAILO 1-68 which $tated, II 
"CPA for l I jl 
shall be thirty-five miles, or beyond the 100 fathom 1 

curve whichever is g'reater." (14) 1 
/ I I 

At the term.j.iation of the GEORGETOWN's Mediterranean 1 

cruise,~;ovided CINCUSNAVEUR with a surnma#y evaluation 
of I _ ~IGINT operations in the Med. / 

The origin~l diversion of the GEORGETOWN I 
due toJ was 

I 

I 
I 

I 

I 

' ' 
I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
I 

I 

·."-.. I 

I 

(l3) COMSIXTHFLT SAILO 2-67 for USS GEORGETQWN, dtd 
212 340Z December 1967, ·" 

(14} I ~to-J_9S/JRC, ADP-43, 26214~ January 
1968. . -- -- ' 

(15) I ~to-CIN_Cl,If)_N~~~R!: }:C:~=~':::: l:__8~2~8Z 
"USS GEORGE'l'OW MED OPS (U) ". - - - ""' , 

( b 1 ( 3) - P. L. 8 6-3 6 
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'\b) ( 1) (b) (3)-P.L. 86-36 

I&) (3J -so usc 403 
0b}'\ 3) -P. L. 86-36 
( lb ) ~.3-.) - P • L • 

TOP SECRET UMJ;lR~ 
BE\-36, \ .\, 

\ 
\ 

'\ 
'I 

\\ 

' 

II 
1\ 

\1 

\\ 
\\ 

\1 
'I I. 

II 

. 
'\ 

On 14 February 19 69, I I "forwarded a:· deployment 
recommendation for the uss BELMONT, to CINC~ANT. This 
proposed a deployment to the Mediterranean Sea'l 

~------------------------------------------------~~------~c 403 

'' On 13 June, JCS approved the 
(b) (3)-18 usc 198 

'' month of the proposed deployment 
schedule for th~~:if&Lt..L. 86-36 
except fot the CPA to 

\\ 
\\ 
\\ 

\1 '' !which was increased from 12 NM to SO NM. (16) 

\\ 

\\ 

\ 

, . .. 

\\ 

\\ 

1\ 

1\ 

\\ 

\\ 

'I 

1\ 

I\ 

\\ 

\ 

\ 

\ 

\\ 

\\ 

\ 

\ 

\\ 

\\ 

\ 

\\ 

\\ 

\\ 

\\ 

(16) 11 JCS 132052Z Juen 69, "JUNE RECON f?CHEDULE". \·,r-· ----, 
(17) \I USCINCEUR 251519Z July 1969,\ "RESTRICTIONS ON'J._~~~ 

IJ !OPERATIONS". . ·. ~ \ ',.--------. 
(18) I CINCUSNAVEUR 251349Z .;JUly 1969\ "RESTRICTIONS ONI ._ __ _. 

1 I OPE RAT IONS II • .. . \.--------~--------------., 
(19) COMSIXTHFLT 091510Z Augl,lSt 1969 ,·ll_ ________ __, 
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While the USS BELMONT was successful in completion of 

her primary mission, the cruise pointed out a problem 
that woul have to be faced in subse uen· di 
missions. 

The USS BELMONT's last by a TRS 
in the Mediterrane~n~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-*~--1 
the fall of 1969. 

(bl (3),-SQ USC 403 
(b) (3)-18 USC 79S 
lbl (3)-P.L. Si-36 

2. .. ~~ .~ ·- --'- ~ ~:·--



(b-~(1) 

- --- ------------------

\'lb) (1) 
\~) (3) -50 usc 403 
tlb»''{3)-1S USC 19S 
(b)(~) -P.L. S6-36 

1\ \0. 
1\ 

ESCORT AND PROTECTIVE OPERATIONS 1\ 
1\ 

When were introduced 
were not arme 

reasons: 
L-..;--=----=-=--=----::----=----=------,----.,---:-----__.J and (· 2) 
it would be free of the restrictions ·applied to u.s\.\ 
warships in foreign ports. I 1 

\ I 

For six vears. the TRSs operated! 
I 

I 

\\ 

The immediate solution to the problem was to provi4e\the 
ships with the protection they needed in order to carr¥1 ~ut 
their operations without undo risk to the ships themselfe~. 
This was a command decision and took the form, in certa-tn 1 
instances, of armed escorts (usually DDs} and air cover.1 1 

. . I I 
There was initial concernover the question of wheth~r 1 

the appearance of an armed vessel in company·with a TRS 1 
might not provoke the very hostile reaction we were tryiqg 1 
to avoid. It was deemed however,· that if the role of the1 · 

DD excort was fairly passiv~,. i.e., it remained outboard 
of the TRS, maintaining a lo_osep~trol and not close in 1 

unless requested to do so by the TRS, i.t probably would 1 
not cause overt hostile :reaction. 1 

( b ) (j )·.,- 5 0 usc 4 0 3 
\b) 13;-P':L... 86-36 
(b) (3)-P.L. -. 

"EnclOS\ll.';~ (7) to' CINCLANT letter serial 00027,8/ 
331 of 15 September 1966 •• :J?ro.vided guidance for pro­

l . ·tive measures to be taken in--applying_- tb;e xight of 
self-preservation in peacetime and rul~s'bf ehcjagemerit 

86-36 - i I In addition to these rules,~. the following 
rules of engagement were provided; · 

.·. eeRET tJMBRA TOPS ~ ~· ......... _.-
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_ . • .· / 1 II 

Cll If fgr- some reason MUtLl!:R ;is forced to enter/ 1 i 
I >-cerz;:i torial waters, the coliimand:i.:fig office:tl 1 1 

of the es.cort is authorized t<i purs9e'. / 1 i 1 

(2) In. the event of an. en<]'ineering> or other cjs.1~al~J to MULLER which causes /ttie ship "l;:o drif,f, into : 1 

territorial waters, .every effo:pt shall1 be made o , 
tow the MULLER into/ internati,.onal waters. The1 e5c6rt 
vessel, in any~se, will remain with MULLER to I 

provide protection in the/event the' MULLER drifts 1 

into I I ferriow.aters_. / ,' 1 

(3) In the event forces are declared hCI)Stile 1 

••• U.S •. forces in Se -defense,/may deliver SUCh I 
fire and perform such tactics as are necessc¥ry to 1 

provide for defense of MULLE¥1 as well as thTmselve+, 
i~cluding firing into! !territorial wat~rs and

1 

a~rspace." (20) , 
1 

The destroyer escort assigned to the MULLEk norrnal}y 
maintained a loose patrol 4-8 miles outboard gf the shfP 
whenever she moved! t The des~royer 
assignments for duty were levied by COMSECONDFLT and 

1 

COMASWFORLANT on a quarterly basis. 
I 

In addition to the destroyer, fighter aircraft, as
1 

made available to COMKWESTFOR, were put on alert. The~e 
aircraft were expected to be on station approximately , 
10 minutes after call and had an estimated stay time of 
approximately 1 hour and 20 minutes. 

I 
The requirement for destroyer esco;t_:t, which remained 

in effect until the MULLER discontinued operations, th@Ugh 
not hampering MULLER's activities to any extent, did 1 

result in several changes in her routine. 

(ti) t3f"-5.0 usc 403 The destroyer 1 according to Navy regulations 1 had 11:o 
tb) 13 ! -HI usc 3 98 maintain 70% of its fuel at all times. This made it necess­
!bl ! 3~-P.L. 86-~ ary ~for the escor.t to leave station to refuel at Key West 

approxim~tely every 9 days. This, of course, affected I 
the MULLER,~.not allowed to remain 
North without he.r escort. L__ __________ _, 

~. 

Situations occu;~(:r;-1 . I 
lthat required the MULLER to be on station during 

~a~p~e=r=1~o~a~when she was scheduled to be in Key West with her 
es.coi"t, Normally, a ~chedule modification for the MULLER 
wouid quickly amend tbe situation, but in view of the 
escort, two schedules had to be taken into account. 

(20) CINCLANTFLT 022304Z February 1968, CINCLANT OPORD 
2130, "USNS M~R P_ROTECTIVE OPERATIQNS". 
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//'(b) (1) 

. l(b)(3)-50 usc 403 
Xb) (3)-P.L. 86-36 
~b) (3)-P.L. 
816-36 

/ I 
/ 

/ I 
In urgent situations however, the destroyer could 1 

remain on station longer, or, if/lead-time permitted, be 
brought into Key West early for fueling. During severa\1. 
' _/ : 

~nstances when reschedulins/of the escort was necessary1 
~rder to satisfy high/priority technical requirement$ , 
L__Jfound CINCLANT mo~t helpful in assisting in the 1 
arrangements. · I, 

/ \ 

'tb·t u) Like the MULLER, the USS GEORGETOWN, conducttnq op- I 
iJ}) (3)-::.s-o usc 403 ·ations in/the Mediterranean at the time of the I 
1bJ t3J~P.L. soc-J. ~ 1·'-ras assigned a destroyer escort. ADMINO CINC-
(b) \3r.-P.L. USNAVEUR in January 1968, directed one destroyer escort 
86-36 provide·~ .c.direct su ort to uss GEORGETOWN · 

o' erated in a 
The destroyer was to 

patrol between GEORGEToWN··anq_ the shore, and maintain a 
CPA of no less than 25 NM. (2i) ~ .. 

JCS approved the GEORGETOWN's February 
schedule with one exception; the escort was.____,t,--o_r_e_m_a'i-n-----,l"O;o--~ 
NM 6~tboard of GEORGETOWN's track. (22) 

' '· . 

on'' 1.1, February, one UAR Beagle aircraft made three 
low pass~'s over the GEORGETOWN. As a result of the over-

~ flight, OO~IXTHFLT took further precautionary measures 
W for advisoey'· ~arning to the ship. In addition, the USS 

F. D. ROOSEVE'L.T .and her escorts the USS PUTNAM and uss 
CONINGRAM, wer~·· ~lac;::ed on one hour notice in support o~ 

lbl (ll GEORGETOWN's op~r~t~ons. (:23) The USS STORMES was ass~gned 
n~» \3)-50 usc 403 as an additional' ~S..c:=ort for the ROOSEVELT. The uss 
(bl\13)-18 usc ?9S TALAHATCHIE COUNTY .. w~s placed on two hour standby. 
(bl (~l-P.L. 86-36 Further, one VP airqra,ft was placed on 24 hour coverage 

to maintain and docuitl~n~ a continuous navigational plot 
of the ship. 

Later, an SP2H aircr'B:ft.was assigned to report all 
surface contacts within 50 ·.~M.,of the GEORGETOWN. (24) 

(21) 
(22) 

(23) 
(24) 

'>., ,, 

CINCUSNAVEUR 291741Z January 19611, ·._I -----::-:::-:'1 
JCS 8863, 012317Z February 1968, ~'FEBRUARY 1968 
RECONNAISSANCE SCHEDULE". '\ . .-----------, 
CINCUSNAVEUR ll1135Z February 1968, i 
CTF 67 112038Z February 1968. .___ ____ __, 
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Unlike the u·SNS MULLER, the USS GEORGETOWN's CPA's 
were increased in addition to the escort. 

Although her escort ' 
r operat1ons e excessive protective 1 

cover involved a number of Mediterranean resources and 
1 

considerable reaction planning. 1 

The requirement for escort was dropped as GEORGE~WN 
moved eastward and eventually out of the Mediterrane~n. 

Again, unlike the USNS MULLER, the US~ GEQRGETO~'s 
escort and cover was not to become a rout1ne opera~1on 
since the Mediterranean was not her permanent oper~tions 
area. 1 

I 
Evaluation of the two situations (the smooth;transition 

to escort and protective cover by the MULLE.R; th~ rapid 
addition of escort and protective cover perhaps;as an 
over-reaction to the· UAR overflight), indicat_ ed. 1 that re-
u·r me f escort for TRSs did not degrade! 1 J ~ 

--but did point out that escorht,....,_·:._o __ p_e..,...·~r:::a=Tt=-1==o==n==s==:::l 
"-=a=-=n=-:5"-p=r:-=o:-:;:t::-::e=-=c=1r.v==e=-='-cove:r-- p_lanned in advance creci.'~ed .less up­
heaval in fleet operations~and allowed fox; 'bhe pt:oper 
programming of the r~sources-· i.nyolved. · 1 1 ; 

• o. •• I I I 

f!l 
-~ __J; 

·(b) {1) 
(b), (3)-50 usc 403 
tb) tl) -~s usc '79S 
(b) (3)~~-L. 86-36 
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(b) (3)-lS USC 
\M (3)-P.L. S6 
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(25) G-1174-67, dtd 20 September 1967. "Diversion of the 
USS BELMONT (AGTR-4) ". 

TOP SECWET UMBRA 



e 
\tb), (1) 
(b) t 3) -50 usc 4 
tbl (3\-lS USC 71 
(b\) (3)-P.L. S6-

\ 

TOP SECRET UMBRA 

-. ·. 122 

TOP SECRET UMBRA 



-1(bl (l) 
tbl 13l -so us 
(bl (3),-lS US 
(h) (3)-P. L. 

-··- --------

TOP SECRET- UMBRA 



l(b) \1) TOP SECRET ~JMBRA 
~b) (3),-50 UrSC"'---"'-"40=-3 ------------------------, 
ilb) t3l-1S U 
!b) (3)-P.L. 

\ 

I 

\ 

I 

124· 

TOP SECRET UfvtiBRA 



'fOP SECRET UMBRA 

TOP·SEC~ UMBRA · 



. . 

,-gp SECRET ~· IMBR~ · 
... . . / 

/ 

COURIER ~.OOBLEM IN AFRICA 
/ . 

/(b) ( 1) 

(b) (3) -50 usc 403 
(b) (3) -P.L. 86-36 

ln February 1969, a rec1,1rring prob;l'em involving 
the disposition of courierinaterial handled by TRS~ 
operating in African water$ was add,tessed· by· the co,.· 
Research Operations Detachment, USNS VALDE~~ 

/ 

Until .this time, when a shi~;{arrived i~ Mombasa, 
Kenya, a courier from the research department had to 
fly to Nairobi to deliver ~e{ outgoing ARFCOS material 
to the Jlmerican Embassy and'pick up the incoming material. 
The problem was a ntatter.pf security. The qouriers 
traveled in civilian c::lcrtilies arid carried only their mili­
tary I.D~ and governmept passports.. On ~mapd by local 
military or police au,.thori ties to open .. th9 pac]c;age the 
courier would have I)O choice but to.ccimJ;>iy .. Though the 
Kenyan government ytas traditionally pro-West, the generally 
unstable conditi9ns throughout Africa mad~ such procedures 
risky and reveljition of some sensitive .material could 
prove extremel;,y embarrassing to the U.S •• 

I J~~commerided that the Department of State 
arrange toave the American Embassy provide courier 
service to meet the ship on arrival in Mombasa or provide 
the RSCHOPDET with some kind of authorization which 
would. grant the .-detachn\ent··-~couriers diplomatic immunity 
fQr .these trips. (31). ·· .. 

Liaison with the Pouch and Courier Division, u.s. 
Department of State revealed the fact that the courier 
service is operated from Washington and isnot subject 
to local controls nor is the service obligated to handle 
ARFCOS or other Department of Defense courier material 
beyond the limits of established courier ro~t&s. Nairobi, 
Kenya is a point of entry for State Depar~pt courier 
material and a regular .stop on State Departlri.Emt courier 
routes; there i.s no u.s· .. ponsulate or other post in 
Mombasa. · ;. · 

The' U.S. Embas.sy in Nairobi had no resources specifically 
all,ocated 'for ·courie;- duties arid used its own personnel to 
perform coul':ter fu,nctions. ·, It ,perfo~ed similar functions 
for U.S. n~val ·ships on a courtesy basis when personnel 
were available. 

(3l)··T-AG-l69 s~pOl(-dtd 13 Feb 69, "Coud,er Material". 
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Taking th~ above ~p.t-o-B:ccount, I tt>roposed 
two possible solut;ons to NSA/ NIC, and DIRARFco'S! The 
Pouch and Cou;ier'Division, u.s. Department of ~'!(ate 
advised c=Jthat i~ could re<Juest the Ambassad6r' to 
Kenya to provide !Bt~er-o'f,'''".J.aeii':":tification fo~1 !fpecified 
co. uriers of t.he RSCHOPSDET VALDEZ. These le;t):.ers would 
protect·· the material only and confer no dipf'~~tic im­
munity on the couriers. Additionally, fun<;~~ \fOUld probably 
have to be pro~idec:t to cover commercial a~r1 cpsts between 
Mombasa and Na~rob~. / 1 1 

On the other hand, VALDEZ could difcpn~inue using 
Mombasa as a courier point while conti~u;n1 to utilize port 
facilities thete for liberty and dock 1s~rv,t.ces. The 
material would . be handled only through 1Af~ican ports where 
the State Department maintained for~igp mtssions with TOP 
SECRET CONTROL Officers such as Ade~ 11 Moqadiscio, Dar es 
Salaam, Lourenco Marques and Capet9W~· ;This would result 
in an undesirable accwnulation of 1s~si~ive material on 
board the ship and would require 1re$cheduling procedures 
to arrange for courier drop-offE;~ i~ po,rts not normally 
utilized. ( 32) / ; 1 

/ / 
The addressees of the memorandum were asked to comment 

on the proposals with respect to th~ adequacy from a 
standpoint of security and the /feasibility from an opera-
tional standpoint. 1 / 1 

i 
I I then involved irl an on-,oing review of the world-

wide~ I r recoinmended~ the problem not 
.lie adresses at that tiiri'e. (33) i There were no ships 

· I 1 fthen and later events 
involving deactivation/of the TRSs eliminated the problem 

.[b) (3)-P.L. 86-36 

for the moment. / 
I 

time in the future 

.the problem will have to be addresses aga:in. 
'------------' '· I / 

'· / ·"-, / 

~,, ~- .1 

...,.( .... 3 ... 2 .... ) --~----,t,.:..' s_e_r_: .......,.o ..... o-=6..,..1-=o,..,3.-,---.d;;.;t...,a=-,~. 6:::--:M~a-y 19 6 9 , "Co ur;r'e r 
Material for RSCHOPSDET Abb~rd USNS VALDEt (T-AG-
169) "• '," I 

( 33)' 0094, 281728Z May 1969, "MOVEMEN'l', OF cpuRIER 
MATERIAL AT MOMBASA KENYA". . .. ~· 

(b) (1), 
(b) (3),-50 usc 403 
\b) \3)-lS USC 19S 
(b) (3)-P.L. S6-3e! 
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In addition, CNO authorized the ~e of certain ex~s\ting 
ordinance devices for destruction p~ose. They were ~~e 
M-3 Destruction Kits permanently in~~alled in the Resea~ch 
Operations spaces of some ships i~ ~~tal bins which al@O 
serve as the normal stora e· locat1oA fori 4 I 

~he ABC M-4 File De~­
~r""'o""'y=e-...-=s,---..,.~o.-.r;;---;u"'"s=-..,..1-;:n:-.--.. ""' ...... a""'s.......-1..,...,...1-:::e'""' . ..---...'""'1:-r-::e~, located in separate 
compartments throughout the sh1p an~ thel _ I 
I I . "" . · · 

With slight variatio~~: ~be TRSs·were equipped with the 
"VALDEZ Quick-Fix" type system for equipment/document 
destruction and scdttl.i.ng: . . . 

"The USNS VALDgz has on board devices to scuttle 
the ship and to destruct el'ectonic device's and docu­
nieri'ts. An electric .i,.gnition and· firing method has 
been provfdi!d ••• The scuttle devices are 14 square 
shaped eXplosive charges which will cause a total of 

TOP SECIJ;FiT lJMBRA 



TOP SECRET UMBRA 
14 approximately 18" square hull penetrations below 
the waterline in 3 compartments ••• The f'ile destruct 
are standard stock items (sodium nitrate) (M-4). 
The electronic equipment destruct devises · · -' 
are standard stock i terns (thermi t) (MiA2). The 
document and circuit board destroyers·. are standard 
stock items (sodium nitrate or sodiuin tricalcium 
nitrate) (H-3). NWC China Lake devised and installed 
a method to electrically ignite file anc1 electro~dc 
destruct devices from a central point within the 
research spaces, scuttle charges are fired from outside 
the research spaces. Scuttle-firing and'destruct 
ignition are installed separately by standard mine 
safety appliance blasting units. These are battery 
powered and independent of ship's power." ( 34 )" 

The destruct devices were Fepeatedly tested for effec­
tiveness. The system was. n~ver proven totally .satisfactory 
regarding the 30 minute_goal se.tfor destruction; however, 
it was dete.rmined that 'if allowed to. fire, after 30 minutes, 
the process· "of conflagrc;ttion would be too great .to reverse. 

Prior to <the deac;tivation of the TRS·~, -.no incident 
occured that 'lria:trarited-the.useof, these devices so to date 
the system :has never been-tested.'under actual conditions. 

(34) COMSTSLANT 03181BZ February 1969, 11 Scuttle and 
Destruct Report on Interim Installation." 
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AGING HULLS \ 

\ 
\ 

Repetitive mechanical failure was a problem common 
to all the Technical Research Ships. The oriqianl TRS 
program called for retirement of the fi.rst shi;s as it 
advanced towards that time when TRSs were newl con­
structed from the ground up, but, when·the tim came to 
retire the USNS VALDEZ in 1964, the program had\ reached 
a point where funds were not available for new ~onstruc­
tion and strong justification for such on-going 1.construc-
t . • d I 
~on was requ~re • · , 

I 

Funds and justification for further ships we~e never 
approved so the. original 6 ships represent~d the 1total 
resources of the TRS program until its conclusion1• (The 
VICOTRY ships LIBERTY/BELMONT had a life exPectan~y of 
10 years beyond 1967; the Liberty ships OXF.QRD/GEqRGETOWN/ 
JAMESTOWN had a life expectancy of 5 years beyohd ~967) • 

- . \ 
Though yearly overhauls and periodic upkeep wa~ the 

standard operating procedure, the vessels and inst~11ed 
equipment suffered numerous casualties that can be p1amed 

-·-P .. 7. ~.· marily on "old aqe" factors and the prob~ms inv~l ve.Q __ ~. 
W:t.tl1.1 ~ _on a 
vessel not constructed originally for that purpose. For 
example: the USS GEORGETOWN suffered a boiler casualty 
off Vene2uela on 25 March 1967 which required 15 days in 
port for ,repafrs; lost pump engine 14 December 1967 while 
enroute to the Mediterranean orl.a quick reaction mission~ 
suffered a generator outage 1 - 26 May 1968; main engine 
disablement 27 May - 06 June 1968; failure of a fuel in­
jection system ip A~gust 1968; lost SA-01 position due to 
a hydraulic pump fa-ilure 14 - 25 August 1968; experienced 
boiler steam main damage 13 - 16 November 1969; and had 
a crank shaft damaged beyonq r~pair 'December 1968 - 18 
January 1"969 .. The USNS MUL!.ER.lost two generators 11-
29 July 1969; suffered a main engine failure ·23 March-
05 April 1966 which requ.i,red the ship to be towed to 
safety;·19st DCGB-04 position 'due to a short in the 
equipment with no spare parts available on board 21 Dec­
ember - 29 December 1968; and lost a diesel generator 
12 June 1969. 

The problem can best be ·summed up by a statement from 
CINCLANT concerning the de1ay.of· GEORGETOWN's last pro­
posed deployment: 

TOP SEcRET UMBRA 
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"The extent of G;EOR(;ETOWN' s engineering problem ••• 

cannot b~ determined for several days because of lack 
of information on availability of parts for an ancient 
power plant which has been,out of production for many 
years." ( 35) ·• . · - . · 

With every material casualty- the reliability of a vessel 
decreased and as the s off, station for te airs increased 

At a 
r=-.....:..:....;;;..=..=.-=-::;="-"--=-o;;;..o=e==, to as resources o quick 

I many were approacq1ng re­
'----:,..--:;---,-t-o_s_a_,t,_1,..... s-f=y-...,..-:th~~ req,~irements • / 

'•. 

.•. 

•,j 
{b) (1) 
(b) (3)-50 usc 403 
lbl C3)-P.L. 86-36 

(35) CINCLANT 051640Z July 1969, "USS GEORC~TOWN Deployment 
Recommendation". 
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(b) (3)~5{1 lJSC 403 . . .. .. . .. . ' 

(b) (3) -fS ,lJSC ~1~S 
(b) (3)-P.L. ·~k3~~ ~ SECTION 6 

/I 
DEACTIVA.TlON OF TECHNTCAL RESEARCH SHIPS// 

··---. 

.// 
•.·. ·~ // I 

li(b) (3)-P.L. 
i 

86-36 

, In July 19 6 9 , oso beca~se Qf ·. budgetaryLlimi ta tions , 
proposed a reduction to eaqh· QOD department .--si 1 I r I Each department was ask_ed to' submit a: plan based 
on a 5% and 10% proposed reductiori"t.o indicate from where 
the cuts would come. / ·y< I 

CNO subsequently advised I / / ~~f t~;e"J ~ 
programs considered most expandible and propo~s~i~d~th~e~--~ 
innnediate inactivation of the 1 t1SNS VALDEZ and tJSNS MULLER, 
" ••• in view of the high cost/and difficulty in! protecting 

~ __ ~ __ - these1 I and due to the fact that the program does 
'l'b~ ilk_ not provide sufficient r~sources for adequate 1upgrading. 11 (36-) 
lbi i~) -50 lJ3CAQ.3 . / ' I ·· 
ibi i3)'<;-P.L. B6-3c-~ - ~n _18 July, I fiorwarded to DE~SECDEF 1, ·the program 
(b'l r 3) -P'> \: adjustments -f.or FY70 based on a 5% and 10% reduction in 
86-'136 , funds. With the-10%_ J;edu~, I Ito retain only 

' . 2 ships for deployment 'lnh----Jwaters and one for deployment 
'i ... lwith a possibill.ty of other deploy:n1ents in the e future if priorities change. {37) 

The. first indic.ation of Navy's actual deactivation move 
came inAugust when CNO, because of reduc~ion in operating 
funds, initi,ated some preliminary ship movements prior to 
the final de'Sposition determination by DEPSEC. The AGTRs 
were placed on~he Navy's 703 list- the names of the ships 
to be inactivatetl{l.s a result of budget cuts and the uss 
GEORGETOWN, undergoing upkeep prior to relief of the MULLER, 
was ordered to remain~~ l..n port until further notice. 

As a result, CNO advt~dCOMSTS that,cibligation to cover 
the operations 9f the VALDEt {l.nd MULLER. would be withheld 
effective 1969. ·· ·< ·, 

. '" ".. 
' ~ ·: "' '' . . . .. . 

Estimating that 60 ,d.ays ;~puld·~ necessary to strip 
1 the equipment, Obtain 'dispos1tton .d.i~ctlons,'and prepare 

.. the ships for ~ay up, CQMSTSJ~'AMT recomm..et1deid- that CNO 
' dj rect the VALDEZ 1 then operatinli off thej I 
l I be returned to CONUS inunediately -io~ deactivation. 

On 22 Augus,,t, CNO directed CINCLANT to return the VALDEZ 
and. indicated t!te MULL.E,!R would con~iriu~ operating! I 
unt~l early September before deact~vat~on. (38} ... 

~- . 

FY70". 

MULLER i OP S'!CRET l)MBRA /,/ 
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\~ b I '1 I 
,;:::; // 

\b) i3)-SC JSC 403 
~~ 31-18 ~sc 792 
(b) 3)-P.L. 86-36 TOP SECRET/~A \e 

i 

._ .. /""" -·;./ ./--. // . 

Shortly thereafter, .-I ___ ....,, c6ilcerned" with -the potential 

\\ 
'I \, 

1\ 
\\ 

\\ 
\\ 
1\ 
II 

II 

loss of shipborne capability, forwarded' a message to CNO 
expressing reaction/to'the moves takeri by that office to 
deactivate the shrps. The;e actio.I}S were. neither coordin-
ated I lnor reported ! 16ntil after the fact. 

.. . . 

In view of the possible deacti vati:Q_,~- of the TRSs, II\ 
requested comments from the CINes·, regarding their posiRo-r{ , 
on this matter.. .·. CINCL~T recommended. retention of one '\ 
or more of tne TRS,s for use in continge#cy support role. (b) (1) 

'':1 CIN'CPAC reconnn$nded retention of the :two- TRSs in southeast 
\\ Asia because of. their ii,vi tal role" in s:upporting current 

r-
'L) I~ I 

11 and future allied ·operati_on~." Stating that he could not 
11 J lot· the 1\C":/,r&s 1 _OSCINCEUR advised 

11 1 that his requirements .for~ 
1

1 
1 could best }:)e satisfied by.___o_th..-_ -~-=-=r:--:m""'e-an--=-s-::c_-.------------' 

\\/ JCS then advised l:)~D (DDR&E) tha't th~ ndlitaryc-
\i ment to retain thre_e AG~Rs "s previo~sly suggested 

1 11 was not. of sufficiently hi_gh prioJ;ity to warrant t e removal 
\\ of the AGTRs from the Navv 703 List. I 

\ 

I 

(39) 

( 40 >.'-=---..-' 

z August 1969, 

SEP 69, ~Deactivation of T~chnical 

(t·)(3)-50 usc ~03 
~ (3)-P.~: 86-36 
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By mid-September, Deputy Secretary of Defense had 

'not yet made a final decision concerning· the 4i.sposi tion 
of'the TRSs. · In the mean while, CNO proceeded with de­
activatiQ.n planning. The USNS VALDEZ was ordered home and 
arrived in',l{orfolk on 18 September to commence deactivation 
and the MULLER ~eparted station 7 October and proceeded 
from Port EverglaCI.e~ to Norfolk to arrive 16 October. 

•, 

'· 
" . On 01 October, Deputy· ~ecretary of Defense Packard 

· poncluded tha.t "retention of' the 4 AGTRs in the active 
fleet is not required to satisfy 
or ~ilitary requirements." (411 L-------~--------------~ 

. 
The stUQy had been concluded apparently with out know­

ledge of the·,DEPSEC' s final decision on 01 October to de­
activate th~ ~OLLER. In view of his decision, no further 
action on the ~eport was considered necessary. The first 
enclosure to th~memo was hwoever, forwarded to DEPSEC as 
additional infor.m~tion relating to the deactivation of the 
USNS MULLER. , .. \ 

\. . 

Once ~e decisio~ on.final disposition was firm, 
schedules and guidelines f9;r deactivation were formulated 
for each vessel. ··· 

\ 

The USNS VALDEZ arrived in Norfotk 18 Septmeber 1969. 
The USNS MULLER arrived in ~orfolk ori 16 October and 
completed deactivation on 28\0c'tober 1969. 

. . \ ., ... '· 

The USS GEORGETOWN, in port Norfolk since 7 MAR 1969 
completeddeactivation on 19 t>.eeember 1969. . \ 

The USS OXFORD and JAMESTOWN commenced deactivation in 
1Yokosuka, Japan on 4 Novembe:t;". Sinbe these t\\ro ships were 
'stricken from the Navy ledger, and tlte shipswere to be 
stripped for'resale no rorma1 deactivcttion notices were 
forwarded.· \ 

\ \ 

The uss BELMONT the last to commence ~~ripping, 
cd~1eted deactivation .in Janua:cy 1970. \ 

(41~ DEPSECDEF Memo 920425 dtd 01 October i969 ,\·I._ ______ ____, 

.·TOP SECRET UM.BRA 
.. : - .. 
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SECTION 2 

TYPES OF TECHNICAL RESEARCH SHIPS 

AUXILLARY GENERAL TECHNICAL RESEARCH (AGTR)!­
USS OXFORD, USS JAMESTOWN, USS GEORGETOWN,i 
USS BELMONT, USS LIBERTY. I 

1 (b) (1) 
i~(b) (3)-50 USC 403 

! !~\(b) (3)-P.L. 86-36 
I ilil 

I jl\1 
~ I \ I 
II.l' 
~ I i I 
lili, 
Ii I 

'l \ 
,1 I 
I i I 

Ii I ~ \ 

The AGTRs were US Navy ships from re~erve II I il \ 
fleets, I " 1'1 II \ 

- . II I j , 

I r The I II I 

of ~he llS Naw I _ ~ I 
ships were under the military operatio~al CQn~~:I' 

I , II 

. 11 h . h f I I II Basl.ca y, t e operat~ng sc edule 0 an AGt~ Ii 
called for 16 week deployments and 2 month turn I Iii 
over port periods. The length of cruises, portil Ii 
calls and shipyard schedules were governed by NaViYil 
policies and the ships themselves were sponsorep. I II 
by CNO. With the exception of the OXFORD, it Cpslt,1 
approximately $3,100,000.00 to convert an AGTR ~Ilidi 
$2,472,000.00 to operate it annually. I i II 

The AGTRs ranged in operating speeds from I 1,1 

8-10 kts (USS GEORGETOWN) to 15-20 kts (USS BELMONt/ 
USS LIBERTY), the swiftest being well sui ted tOI I II 
quick reaction or sweep missions. I II 

MILITARY SEA TRANSPORATATION SHIP (MSTS) -
USNS VALDEZ, USNS MULLER 

I I) 

I I 

The MSTS ships or T-AGs (Technical Auxillaryl il 
General) were small coastal transports I I I II 
I I The l! 

ships were under the operational control of the I 

military Sea Transportation Service. Both the master 
and operating crews were civilianl n 

I I 

5 
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Basically, the operating schedule for a T-AG 
called for 5 days in port for every 25 days at sea 
(not to exceed 25 days). Length of cruises, port 
calls and shipyard schedules were established by 
the Military Sea Transportation Service in coordin­
ation with NSA. 

Originally, the T-AGs were~ 
(b-) (1 that is,1 
(b) (-3 k- ') 0 usc 03 - - .. '-----:-----:c--:c--__ -----__ -~-------------' In 
ib) (3;~P_:L. 86-36 July 1967, sponsorship was turned over to the Chief 

of Naval Operations. as part of a two-fold plan to 
convert all TRSs to T-AGs 

'~-.--------~~-~~~ sion was never realized but 
" shifted as programmed. 

These ships, with a maximum operating speed of 
10-'1.1, kts ,were not capable of quick reaction or 
shadowing missions but were well suited for sustained, 
in-depthpqveraae of a limited area (e.g. the USNS 
MULLER off t I 

Another feature of these ships was the compara­
tively economical conversion and operating costs. 
The lower cost of conversion ($3,300,000.00 & 
$1,891,000.00) was due to the size and less rigid 
standaras of the Military Sea Transportation Service 
as compared to those of the US Navy. Also, the 
annual operating cost ($2,586,000.00) was signific­
antly less per year than that of the AGTRs when on­
station time is taken into consideration. 

The on-station time of the T-AGs was consist­
ently higher than that of the AGTRs because these 
ships were able to operate at sea for longer periods 
of time and the yard periods and overhauls could be 
performed in overseas ports (e.g. the USNS VALDEZ 
operated from Capetown South Africa 1961-1967) unlike 
the AGTRs which were required to return to CONUS, or 
in the case of the OXFORD/JAl-lESTOWN, to Subic, for 
yard periods. 

6 
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USS OXFORD (AGTR-1) 

Former Hull Number: AG-159 

Liberty Ship type: Z-EC2-S-C5 

Displacement: 11,157 tons 

Former Name:USS SAMUEL AITKEN (MCE-31~.Jl 

General Service Personnel ALlOWed: Officers 
Enlisted-lSI ---

Personnel Allowed: Officers - 6; 
~--~E~n'l~i~sted - 110 

Propulsion: Reciprocating Steam 

Maximum speea: 11 kts 

First Commanding Officer: CDR Howard R. Lund 

Conversion: New York Naval Shipyard 

commissioned: July 8, 1961 

Cost of Conversion: $13,300,000.00 

-0)) (1) 

(bi (3)-50 USC 403 
(hi (3)-P.L. 86-36 

- 9, 

~ -(b (1) 

(b (3)-50 USC 403 
(b (3)-18 USC 798 
(b (3)-P.L. 86-36 
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USS GEORGETOWN (AGTR-2) 

Former Hull Number: AG-165 

Liberty Ship Hull typ~: A-EC2-S-C5 

Displacement: 11,157 tons 

Length: 4411 

Former Name: SS ROBERT W. HART 

General Service Personnel Allowed: Officers - 9; 
Enlisted - 151 

fpers6nneT~Ailowe-d:~ ~ Officers - 6; 
L-----E=-n~l~i~sted - 137 

Propulsion: Reciprocating Steam 

Maximum Speed: 11 kts 

-- b) (1) 

b)(3) 50 usc 403 
b) (3) P.L. 86-36 

First Commanding Officer: LCDR Westly A. Gleason 

Conversion: Newport News Shipbuilding and Drydock 
Company 

Commissioned: November 9, 1963 

Cost: 3,100,000.00 

8 ..... -.... ". Il.BRA:' TOP SECRE ~ Utivl 

-- (b) (1) 
(b) (3)-50 USC 403 
\b)(3)-18 usc 798 
(b) (3)-P.L. 8E-3E 
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USS JAMESTOWN (AGTR-3) 

Former Hull No: AG-166 

Liberty Ship Hull type: Z-EC2-S-CS 

Displacement: 11,157 tons 

Former Name: SS J. HOWLAND GARDNER 

General Service Personnel Allowed: Officers - 9; 
Enlisted - 151 

Iversonnel Allow~d: -officers - 6; 
~--~E~n~l~~~'sted - 137 

Propulsion~ Reciprocatin9 Steam 

Maximum Speed: 11 kts 

(bi (1) 

(b) (3}-50 USC 403 
{bi (3)-P.L. 86-36 

First Commanding Officer: CDR Allen J. Kaplan 

Conversion: Newport News Shipbuilding and Drydock Co. 

Commissioned: December 13, 1963 

Cost: $3,000,000.00 

9 

(b) (1) 

(b) (3) -50 USC 403 
(b) (3)-18 USC 798 
(b) (3)-P.L. 86-36 
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USS BELMONT (AGTR-4) 

Former Hull Number: AG-167 

Victory Ship hull type: VC2-S-AP3 

Displacement: 11,500 tons 

Former Name: IRAN VICTORY 

General Service Personnel Allowed: Officers - 9, 
Enlisted - 151 

luperS-Ohnei uAllowed.:--Offi cers - 6 i 
~--~E~n~lr.i~sted - 128 

Propulsion: Steam Turbine 

Maximum Speed: 18 kts 

b) (1) 

(b) (3)-50 USC 403 
(b) (3)-P.L. 86-36 

First Commanding Officer: CDR Jerome E. Henderson 

Conversion: Williamette Iron and Steel Works, 
Portland, Oregan 

Commissioned: November 2, 1964 

Cost: 
/ (b) (1) 

(b) (3)-50 USC 403 
/ (b) (3) -18 USC 798 

/ (b) (3) -P.L. 86-36 

10 
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USNS VALDEZ (T-AG-169) 

Hull Number: T-AG-169 

Knot' Ship hull type: Cl-M-AVl 

Displacement: 5,000 tons 

Former Name: ROUND SPLICE/JOSEPH J. MARTINEZ 

Ship Personnel Allowed: Officers - 11; 
Enlisted - 48 

IPersonnelA:fiowed: 
~--~E~n~l~i~sted - 91 

Propulsion: Diesel 

Maximum Speed: 9 kts 

- .-.~ ... -
Officers - 4; 

First Master: William F. O'Reilly 

b) (1) 

b)(3)-50 USC 403 
b) (3)-P.L. 86-36 

Re-acquired from Maritime Administration in 1959; 
returned to Navy in 1961 

Conversion: 3,300,000.00 

11 

TOP SECRL!T Ui\1SRA 

/ (b) (1) 
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USNS MULLER (T-AG-17l) 

Hull number: T-AG-l7l 

Knot Ship hull type: Cl-M-AVl 

Displacement: 6,000 tons 

Former Name: CHECK KNOT 

Ship's Personnel Allowed: Officers - 11; 
Enlisted - 48 

~Persunner Allowed: Officers - 4, 
~--~E~n·1~i~sted - 90 

Propulsion: Diesel 

Maximum Speed: 10 kts 

First Master: William F. O'Reilly 

Re-acquired Maritime Administration in 1962 -
Reclassified T-AG-17l in 1963 

Conversion Cost: 1,891,000.00 

!bl (1) 
(b) (3)-50 USC 403 
(b) (3)-P.L. 86-36 

~. (b'l (1) 

(b) (3) 50 USC 403 
(b) (3) 18 USC 798 
(b) (3) P. L. 86- 3 6 



---------------~--~~-

lib). 
~b) 50 USC 403 
(~) (3) -18 USC 798 
(bl ) (3)-P.L. 86-36 

\ 
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(b) (1) 

(b) (3)-50 USC 403 
(b) (3) 18 USC 798 
(b) (3),-P. L. 86-36 

/ 

/ 

/ 

(b) (1) 

(b) (3) -50 USC 403 
(b) (3) 18 USC 798 
(b) (3)-P.L. 86-36 

I 

/ 

SECTION 4 

HISTORY OF 

USS OXFORD I~ ____ ~/_/~r 
/ 

SHAKEDOWN AND FIRST DEPLOYME,N'J! 

(b) (1) 

)(3)-50 USC 403 
)I(b) i 3) -P. L. 86-36 
I', 
r, 

I , 

I i, 

I ! 

The USS OXFORD, converted from a Liberty hull 
to a Technical Researqh Ship (TRS), was 
U.S. Na vessel s c' flc 1 . 

ans ca, Ie 
I I 

for the OXFORD to deploy to the African coast ,in , 
January 1962 upon completion of its shakedown :OPS'I 
at GTMO. A~meritation of a Latin American TR~ 

I fpF6gram however, necessitated the ~hiprS 
diversion 1:;6 South America .. She arrived on-statrion\ 
in mid-J~nuary 1962. The 0 erations area was the 
east coast of South America 

I t and operational guidaLn-c-e--w-a-s---p-r-o-v~i~dre~d~r-~ 

An evaluation of the OXFORD's first two cruises 
indicated that I 
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(01) (3) - 1 8 USC 7 9 B 
(b~(3)-P.L. 86-36 
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DEACTIVATION 

The USS OXFORD continue~ opc;rati~~~I...-...,. ______ --' 
A J untl.l/ROvember 1969. 

Tasking was for the most part..-%'otitine in nature and 
there was no requirement/fur diversion of the ship 
during the last rnon~bs'of operations. Mission objectives 
for T~!9~ I was j)ublished in January 1969. 

'---,,' .. 

/ Ill,Augt;st, CNO published its 703 list of ships to 
/' /' be./ inactivated as a result of the DOD budget cut. 

/ / ./ '!'he USS OXFORO, as well as all the TRSswere included 
./ in the list.-d I 
/_1 I programming for the deletion of the 

; ~ / __ ~ -- ships from Navy IS' inventory ~as completed. 
~, .. :i'==''''' ~ 

~~lg>)-50 us~ 403 -- -_ _On-aO-CYcl:ODer, -the- CSS-oXFORD-I ..... _________ -' 
(b)(3}-18 usc 798 . -il...-...,_-::-----: ___ =--!I sailed to Yokosuka, Japan to commence 
(b}(3}-P.L86-36 stripping and deactivation. The ship was stricken 

. from the Navy ledger and stripped for resale. 

28 . 
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USS GEORGETOWN I r' 

On 2 January 1964, the USS GEORGETOWN departed 
Portsmouth,. Virginia enroute to Guantanamo Bay for 
three weeks. of genera 1 shakedown training exercises. 
On completion of the training period, the ship pro­
ceeded to Montego Bay, Jamaica and then to Key West, 
Florida. 

29 
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THIRD DEPLOYMENT OF THE USS GEORGETOWN 

_ __ On 5 January 1965, the USS GEORGETOWN departed 
usc --4 0..3_ -Worfol~,-valO-'CO_CLo~<iUct special operations in the 

.!h ~6-36 - -I larea and alonq-the-~ 
. --- , coasts. The cruise was di vidlr-e~d-l.r. n==-t;-o---Eh.,--=-re-=-=-e----Lh---a---s-=-e-=s-=-:-----..J 

, (1) betwe N 

(A) 
(~3) 50 USC 403 
(b) (3) 18 USC 798 
(b) (3) P.L. 86-36 30 
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I{b-r (-ll-
l'b) (3) u3CA03 
(b) '(.3) 18 usc 798- -
(b\~ 13'1-P. L. 86-36 

\. 

\ 

\ 
\ 

I OP SECRET UMBRA 

On comDletion of this mission, the shipl I 
I relieved the USNS MULLER 

L-~.-__ ~~r-~T~h~e~U~S~S~G"E~O~R~G~E~T;'O~WN~~remained on station until 
relieved on 8 May by the USNS MULLER and then proceeded 
to Norfolk. 

31 
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tb) il) 
(b) «n-50 usc 403 
(b) (3).,.18 usc 798 
(b) (3) -P';L. 8(i-36 

" 

TOP SECRET UMSRA/ / 
{' .. :: '. " ;:. . .":' ~i~, ~. . ~.'=\"''' 1" ":' :" v'.", •• _~: • -:-,.~,. , 

~ ~ 

I'DEPLOy~'\1965-196~ ~ 

~(lb) (1) 

~b) (3) -50 usc 403 
(b) (3) P.L. 86-36 
! I 

I \ 

1 

I l 

. I 

\ 

" . ~he GEORGE'J;'OWN returned to Norfolk on 7 March 1966. 

(b) (1) 

(b)(3)-50 usc 403 
(b) (3) -18 USC 798 
(b) (3).-P.L. 86-36 

RELIBF~ OF :.ra~~~'risNS MULLE~ MAY-JULY 1966A 
JULY-AUGUST ):.966 

I, 

departed~orfolk 
tiona are to r 
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(b)\( 3) -P. L. 86-36 r-----=:........:::=-=--.=...:....:..:-----------------------. 

el, 

1:b~ (}) 
i&) ('3 
(b) 3 -

\ 

\ 

\ 

USC 403 
r:.-. 6-36 On 

Norfolk 
23 August, the USS GEORGETOWN arrived in 
where she remained in port until 4 October 

"I L-----..".'<----'1 DEPLOYMENT OCTOBER - DECEMBER 1966 

1966. 

On 4 Octob-=-'" 1 Q~~ +-hA m::~ GEORGETOWN departed 
Norfolk enrouteH I This curise was divided 
into two parts: I 

, I 

/11...---__ __ 
(b) (1) 

(b) (3) 50 usc 403 
(b){3)-18 usc 798 
(b) (3)-P.L. 86-36 
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-...;pt li !I t: 4 00 p,.. tb\) (3) -18 usc 798 
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The USS GEORGETOWN retu3ned to Norfolk, Va.." on 

21 December 1966. / 
/ 

InEPioYMENT MARCH - MAY" 19617 
) 

The USS GEORGETOWN de:arted lforfo1Il 7 March 1967 
for deployment to J 1/ As id' the previous \ 
deplovrnent. thisrUlse wa al.vl.oed irlto 2 phases: \ 

(1 

/1 

1/ 

\\IL... ________________ -!f.,\�~!I_II'_/I ___________ ____l 

On 25 March the GEORGETO~ suffered a boiler blow-
out off I ;[ There were no personnel 
injury Dut damage to the Shl.~ necessitated her return 
to Cristobal, C.z. On 31 MaFch where she remained under 
repair until 15 April 1967f 

I 
\ MULLER RELIEF MAY - JUNE /1967 

I 

\ On 15 Mav. the USS/GEORGETOWN - havina I 

re1~eved the USNS MUL~ERI 

On 23 June, khe USNS MULLER returned to station and 
the USS GEORGETOWN sailed to Norfolk. 

I 

r-----------,r~EPLOYMENT - NOVEMBER 1967 

The USS GEORGETOWN departed Norfolk, Va. on 16 
October enroute the Fleet Training Center at Guantanamo 
Bay for two weeks underway refre~h~e~~~'~~~~~~~llH~~--, 
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On 26 December the 
forced to return 

35 

TOP SEGRET l1.PliBRA 



--_ ..... -=.. ... _ ... -. -... --======----===-. 

DOClD: 3526679 

( j ( ) 
(:; J (,~,) - PJI ,4 ( 
(bj (0) -18 7(;8 

(b) (_~)-F.L. r36-3tS 

the same day because of salt'water corrosion in the 
evaporators and low feed water. Repairs were completed 
on 31 December 1967. 
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MULLER RELIEF -JUNE-August 1968 

the USS GEORGETOWN 
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The GEORGETOWN relieved bv the USNS MULLER on 1 August, 
arrived in Norfolk 7 August 1968. 
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The GEORGETOWN departed Norfolk enroutelL. ___ ---Ilon 
17 September and operated i~j:be~l...----.....J1 area until 27 
October when she sai).,ed".£or~t:he east coa§t..of-l I 

,< , ~--. --

A Dort caLl was scheduled in 
Ii--_____ ..:::..J.on 27 November for badly' needed waterside/fireside 

cleaning of boiler and maintenance of the auxillary 
equipment. 

While the ship was returninq to the east coast to 
resume coastal operations.f 
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\\ On 13 November, the ship reported a boiler outage 
whiph the sh.ip·s forceowas able to correct by 16 November. 
On ~ January 1969, the ship reported the loss of the 
numbffr 1 diesal generator and engine crankshaft; the latter's 
re ail:' was not within the ca abilit of the shi 's force. 

DEACTIVATION OF THE ass GEORGETOWN 
\ 

The GEORGETOWN arrived in Norfolk on 6 March 1969 
after an extended east I pruise. 

40 

TOP S~VIl ~~. k ..;, ~y ~3rr(A 



DOCID: 3526679 

TOP SECRET UMBRA 
On 17 October, CNO publicly announced the retirement 

of the USS GEORGETOWN. On 17 December 19691 Iwas 
disestablished. ) 
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USS JAMESTOWN I 1/ 

\ 
The USS JAMESTOWN, a converted Liberty hull, began 

service as a Technical Research Ship on 20 January 1964 
when she left Norfolk for shakedown operations in the 
Caribbean. The five week cruise included stoos at 
Guantanamo Bay, Kingston, Jamaica and a week of operations 
off Havana. \ 

FIRST DEPLOYMENT 

The JAMESTOWN's first full deployment, a scheduled 
circimnavigation of Africa, began on 9 April 1964. The 
130 day deployment covered approximately 31,000 engine 
miles and took the ship into the Mediterranean, through 
the Suez Canal, the Red Sea, south along the East African 
coast, north alOnj the west coast to Sj erra I.eone and 
back to Norfolk. _ 

111.....-...-_______ -'--' 
\ 
\ The deployment area was arbitrarily divided into t~rAA 

parts to facilitate tasking and evaluation: Part I -
tran~jt of the Atlantic Ocean to and from the deployment \ 
area,!! \ 

/ ~/ ================================================l-

f / 

fr 
(b) (1) 
(b)(3)-50 USC 403 
(b) (3) 18 USC 798 
(b) (3)-P.L. 86-36 
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SECOND DEPLOYMENT 
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THIRD DEPLOYMENT 
.~ 

The ship departed Norfolk 23 March 196$1 I 
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The JAMESTOWN's operat~ons between January and October 
1969 were, primarily routine in nature. On 7 October the 
ship left Southe,st Asia enroute to its annual overhaul 
at Sasebo. During this period, the decision was made by 
DEPSECDEF to deactivate all the technical research ships. 
The ship was then moved from Sasebo to Yokosuka to be 
decommissioned in mid-December 1969. 

TOP SECRET UMBRA 
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~US=S~BE=LM=ON;;.;;T:.-;.I ___ .-JI/ / ~~ / 
The USS BELMONT was the first/ot the Viotory type 

hulls to be converted to a Technical Research Ship. Ii 
The ship's maximum speed of :t.8/ knots made 1 t more '. 
responsive than previous TRSs to situations requirin~ 
swift diversion from one/6perations area/to another., 

/ / \ 

The initial 'Olaps provided for 128/ enlisted and 6 
officerl [personnel. I 

I 

1) 

))-SD J~;C LO.:': 

.L. 

The BELMONT's shakedown cruJ'se to the caribbean ar,a 
i began on 20 January 1965. Underway training was conduqted 

f during ,daylight hours wi th th~i{ ship returning to Guant$lamo 
each night and on we /From 20-26 February, the \ 
ship operated in the area and returned to Norfo1k 
on 01 March 1965. 

FIRST DEPLOYMENT 

/ The BELMONT's first full deployment, startinq on 26 
I April 1965, was' s9heduled for the west coast of J I 

(3; -3CJ USS 4 3 
: i (3:-18 us::; 7 8 
(bl (3: -Po • 86-:j6 
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SECOND DEPLOYMENT 
./ 

Tn min-SeDtemlJer 1965, the BELMONT deployed to 
f-where it was taskedl 

THIRD DEPLOYMENT 

(b) (3)-50 USC 403 
I b) (3) P . L. 86- 3 6 

On 16 March 1966. the BELMONT beqan its third deployment. 
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\ 
In September 1966, the BELMONT began a deployment to 

the west coast ofl 
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SIXTH DEPLOYMENT 
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',~EVENTH DEPLOyMENT- - -, _, 
" 

"Th.,e BELMONT did not dep~~t'for1 I again until 
iDi?--1968"dl.1e to numerous delays encountered during the 
ship.' s yard'overhaul period and the need for refresher 
train1~g for thei Ipersonnel on board. The BELMONT's 
operations orders were changed several times enroute to 
West coast'i JI I 
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After a brief port call in Rota, Spain the ship departed 
the Mediterranean enroute Norfolk. On il October, the 
BELMONT arrived in Norfolk where stripping and deactivation 
procedures began. Deactivation was completed in January 1970. 
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On 5 February 1965, the USS ~I~ERTY, AGTR-5, sailed 
from the Bremerton shipyard at./Washington./ The ship 

\ transited to Norfolk, Virginia and arrived 25 February 
\ to begin preparing fort I 

\ J . 

L-----T-:-h-e-u--S--S:-L--I ..... BE---::R::-T~Y-W-:i--th~I;:::==~r-::e.,..mb~a-r-:-k-e-::d--,-c-o-n-::d--u-c-:t-e-:d~ 
shakedown operations at Guantanamo Bay between 29 March and 
27 April 1965, and then deployed to the west coast of 

I rrrom Norfolk on 15 June 1965. 
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i \ On :3 Jariua the~USSLIBERTY Norfolk enroute-+-~~~~~~~-===~~~~~~~-&~~----' 

The ship operated I ' : 
for approximately 2 moLn-th~S--b'-e~f~o-r-e--r-e~t-u-r-n-i~n-g-.+,·t~o--~N~9~'r~f~o~l~¥--~ 
on 21 March 1966. if 

I 

SUB9EQ~~!. MDEPLOYMENT§..!.9. WE'ST COAST I 1-' 
I 

On 31 May 1966, the USS Ll~ERTY sailed from Norfolk I to 
begin her third deployment tol the west coast of I I 
This mission, which lasted until 30 August 1966, was conducted 

I r 

64 

l\)p SEcRET UMBRA 



DOCID: 3526679 
l,;:,) ! ~ i 
~\~, :"3)- (l usc s.03 
~\»)P) - 8 'J3C ~ge 
{J~:) ('3)- .. = __ .. 86-36 

TOP SECRET UMBRA\ 
\ \ 

The LIBERTY returned to Norfolk on 28 February 1~67 
for upkeep. 

FINAL'D;JPLOYMENT 

On 3 May 1967, the LIBERTY sailed from Norfolk to \ the \ 
west coast of'l , I 

On 8 Jun~', the ship was attacked by Israeli topedo boats 
and fighter jets. Serious damage was sustained by the ship 
and casualities were high. The ship was sUbsequently towed, 
to Malta to undergo temporary repairs and later to the U.S.\ 
where she remained out of commission until the end of the 
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EXTENSION OF THE USNS VALDEZ 

The USNS VALDEZ was originally slated to be phased out 
in 1964. As the time for inactivation approached, and 
prospect of losing the ship became more apparent, strong 
voices were heard in favor of extending the ship. The 
basic rationale for the proposal was as fOllows: TRSs 2 
and 3 which were programmed for commissioning by the end 
of calendar year 1963 would not become operationally 
available until late FY64. At that time, the VALDEZ, MULLER 
and ROBINSON were due for deactivation; this left only 
3 TRSs to be applied to all existing requirements. TRSs 
4 and 5, programmed for December 1964 would not be ope:a-
tionall available 65 id . 
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The VALDEZ deployed once again to east coast on 3 Jan­
uary 1967 and remained there until 8 April when she began 
her transit through the Suez Canal to the Mediterranean 
enroute OONUS. 

VALDEZ REHABILITATION PLANNING 

The VALDEZ commissioned in 
had been 

'--p-r-o-g-r-a-C-mm-e-d"'--s-1T""n-c-e--lA9-';6"4-. -0-n-a-y-e-a-r---'t'"""0---y-e-a'"::-r---...r-as---:-T"1-:-S.......,Jun ti 1 1967. 
She had been operated exclusively from foreign ports since 
1961 and because overhaul had routinely been accomplished 
in Capetown, she had been virtually inaccessible for modi fie­
ation and updating of the research department facilities 
and e1ectonic installations. In 1967, the ship was pro­
grammed for overhaul prior to July 1967. 
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USNS VALDEZ REHABILITATION 

Between 14 June - 11 September 1967, the USNS VALDEZ 
underwent rehabilitation, upkeep and refresher training. 
Included in;the yard projects were: rehabilitation of 
enlisted men's living spaces including air-conditioning7 
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installation of half deck in #2 hold ~6ve existing 
third deck MILDEPT office spaces; jilir-condi tioninq of 
MILDEPT maintenance area and aqministration spaces; 
and paintinq of the exterio;:of the ship. 

REDEPLOYMENT TO! 

The USNS VALDEZ departed for the west 
on 18 Se tember after test 

In May 1966, the ship returned to the west coast 
where she operated until 16 December 1968 when she set 
sail for New York for overhaul. 

USNS VALDEZ OVERHAUL 1968-1969 
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The USNS VALDEZ, then commencing overhaul in the 
u.S., was examined as to its capability to provide this 
support. 

During the ship's overhaul period, a TRSSCOMM AN/SRC-33 
system was installed. It was hoped that this additional 
equipment would provide the ship with a more reliable 
communications capability. The USNS VALDEZ, in the past, 
had experienced chronic ornmunications roblems especially 
while operating in the 

~--------------~ 

From the time installation of the sy~~em was completed, 
problems with the equipment began primarily involving the 
antenna and its controls. The ship, origin~lly scheduled 
to depart fori IQn 11 December 1968 pos~poned sailing 
until January 23, 1969,~du!l. to recurring problems involving 
the installation and testing"of ~ the new TRSSCOtfM. 

During i.ts remaining days in~fie~Q.s., the ~ip received 
scuttle/destruct devices and conducted wa1lt_ throil~h drills. 
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In April, the ship experienced failure'of transmitters 
which required 26 days in port Monrovia, Liberia to correct. 
At the same time, TRSSCOMM system developed problems. 
Correction of these problems was hampered by excessive heat 
in the equipment bays. It was necessary to send a tech­
nician andparts f~Qln the U.s. to Monrovia to. accomplish 
repairs. 

) (3) .'". 8'6-36 On 6 June, the ship suffered a main enqine disablement 
which left it dead in the water off Luanda. The ship was 
towed·'to-PQrt where repairs were completed on 14 June. 

\ 

\ 

\ 

\ 

'-~.-

On 13 Augua't;-eNQ withheld the obligational authority 
to cover the operations-' Qf,. V~I!nEZ :0 MIIT'j'ER beyond 1 Octo-
ber 1969 (ref Section 0) ..··t ~ _ recommended the 
immediate return'of"the VALDEZ to e U.S. and CINCLANT, 
on COMSTS' estimate that 60 days would be necessary to 
deactivate the ship, ordered her return on 23 Auqust. 

The USNS VALDEZ, in port Monrovia for routine port call, 
received orderes to sail to Norfolk, Va. on completion of 
the in port period. The ship departed on 27 August and 
arrived in Norfolk on 18 September to commence deactivation. 
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, \ 
In early 1962, the Secretary <of/Defense directed 

\ f j-tn response to the DOD 
directiv~ determine the resources this would 

\ 

\ 

\ 

i 

require, developed a two-phased program for sub-
mission 0 e sistant Secretary of Defense and arranged 
for the charter and conversion of a ship through the 
Military Sea 'Transportation Service (MSTS). 

In August 1962, COMSTS advised that the USNS MULLER 
had been selected for reoutfi tting and by september. :-al-:-: 
teration procedures had begun. 

On 23 April 1963, the USNS MULLER T-AG-169 left 
\ Higgens Shipyard near New Orleans for Kev West and on 
\ 30 April the ship, r 
\ 
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FIRST DEPLOYMENT APRIL 1963 - APRIL 1964 
\\ 

\\ 

\\ 

" .' 

:, 
,. 
" 
II, 

II 

\\ 
, \ 

On 21 Ap'ril 1964 the ship sailed to Tampa, Florida\\ 
to undergo ita first annual overhaul. 

SECOND DEPLOYMENT~Y 1964 - APRIL 1965 
''''-. 

On 19 May the MULLER sailed from the shipyards to 
resume her normal mission I I 

THIRD DEPLOYMENT MAY 1965 - MAY 1966 

, \ 

The USNS MULLER returned to operations 
when she relieved the USS GEORGETOWN in Ke 

1965 

\ 

\ 
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FOURTH DEPLO~MENT JUNE 1966 - MAY 1967 
<. 

On 29 June t9§6, the USNS MULLER, on completion of 
dry dock and overhaul in New York relieved the USS GEORGE­
TOWN at Key West and 

Muller Generator Casualty 

On 11 July, the USNS MULLER, having just completed 
overhaul, reported failure of 2 generators. COMSTSLANT 

\--- -H-_H_cij,J;:.e~ted the ship to remain far enough from the coast to 
(b) (3 \ -50 USC 403 precluCle artftblg-int;a-j Ibefore a 
(b) (3)-P.L. 86-36 tow could be arranged. -
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While awaiting tow, the ship established a/patt~rn 
of drifting for approximately eight hours while all power 
was shifted to the Research Operations spaces/ and th~n 
returning to its original sition b shiftinq all shi IS 
ower b ckto it ine 

/ \ 

The following day, the USS EATON too~ the MULLER in I. 

tow to Key West where repairs were compl~ted on 29 July. \ 

Underwater Hull Inspection 

I 

COMSTSLANT in turn recommende~' that members of the 
MULLER IS MILDEPT I Ibe trained to accomplish 
hull inspection rather than contracted personnel because 
this could offer an opportunity to attach objects to the 
hull as well as draw undesirable attention to the ship. 

\ \ 

1_~.:J:~~Y£J~~~ttJobjected to the use of r--L.ersonnel for 
this task and recommended use of shore-b~ilitary per­
sonnel. COMSTS Port Canaveral subsequently arranged for 
in-port diving services to accomplish hull inspe~tion and 
the MULLER was directed to report satisfactory co~pletion 
0'£ the job i,n the first SITREP following the inspeotion. 

\ i 

\ I 
, \ 

I I 

FIFTH DEPLOYMENT JUNE 1967-JUNE 1968 
{DJ ( )-? .. 

\ I 

i I 

\ I On 22 June, the USNS MULLER relieved the USS GEORGE-
\1 TOWN at Key West and res umed r 

\1:= ========================-_---, 
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The MULLER was accompanied by an escort at all times 
until her final recall in October 1969. The three destroyers 
assig~d normally operated outboard of the MULLER but within 
quick ~eaction range for periods of no less than five ~ay9. 

The special provisioning and refueling requirements 
of ,the destroyers nece~aitated several changes to the 
schedule routine the .ship had previously employed (see 
Section ~~ p. 103). -

SIXTH DEPLOYMENT AUGUST 196B-OCTOBER 1969 

On 6 August 196B, the USNS MULLER connnenced what W.olR 

\ \ to be her last deployment. I 
\ \ 

\ 

e\, 
\ 
\ 

\ 

\ On 16-17 December the ship was off-station in dry 
\ dock in Tampa, Florida undergoing rep-airs to generators. 

\ 
\ 

~eactivation'of' tbe-"(TSNS MULLER 

In July 1969, CNO in response to the proposed Navy 
FY-70 reduction in funding, recommended the immediate 
inactivation of the USNS VALDEZ and USNS MULLER. The 
MULLER was due for her annual yard overhaul in September, 
but due to CNOls proposal to withhold obligational authority 
to cover her operations, COMSTS recommended the ship be 
diverted as soon as possible to NORVA to commence stripping 
operations. 
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The s.hip arrived on 16 October and remOval of the 
sponsor's equipment began immediately. On 28 October 
I Iwas_ CI_eacthrated. 
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CHRONOLOGY OF CRUISES ~BY /SHIP 

IlAt) 13 -50 USC 403 
I ~ t) 1 j - C' • L. R "-.) 5 

I II \ 

USS OXFORD 

04 January 1962 - 08 May 1962 

16 July 1962 - 02 March 1963 

May 1963 - 06 September 1963 

31 December 1963 - 31 June 1964 

19 February 1964 - 10 June ~964 

05 August 1964 - 02 December 1964 

03 February 1965 - 03 June 1965 

17 June 1965 - 31 August 1965 

25 September 1965 - 31 October 1965 

11 November 1965 - 18 December 1965 

16 February 1966 - 05 March 1966 

12 March 1966 - 05 June 1966 

19 June 1966 - 28 July 1966 

12 August 1966 - 07 September 1966 

13 September - 28 October 1966 

03 November 1966 - 6 December 1966 

13 December 1966 - 12 January 1967 

23 January 1967 - 24 April 1967 

05 May 1967 - 03 July 1967 

20 September 1967 - 29 November 1967 

12 December 1967 - 15 March 1968 

18 April 1968 - 17 July 1968 

I \1 \ 
I II \\ 
: II, i ~ 
I II\~. 

I II \ ~ .... , --------. 
East cpas\t, 1, 

i 
',I I 4~-. ------

. II I \1 

'--------' '" 'I 
East coastl II 

Ii L--\\-\\ _____ _ 

Caribbean Ii 
II II 
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28 July 1968 - 23 August 1968 

21 September 1968 - 21 December 1968 

03 January 1969 - 09 April 1969 

24 April 1969 - 27 July 1969 

11 August 1969 - 03 November 1969 

DEACTIVATED 
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(b) (3) -50 USC 403 
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uss GEORGETOWN 

19 April 1964 - 26 May 1964 

01 July 1964 - 26 October 1964 

06 Jar::t~EY 1965 - 30 March 1965 

03 April 1965 - 08 May 1965 

21 July 1965 - 13 October 1965 

15 December 1965 - 07 March 1966 

18 May 1966 - 30 June 1966 

05 July 1966 - 23 August 1966 

05 October 1966 - 21 December 1966 

08 March 1967 - 13 May 1967 

16 May 1967 - 30 June 1,967 

/ :~b) (1) 
/ / /mb) (3) 50 usc 403 

WI" as' nNi('\~~\(3)-P.L. 86-.36 
...... '1/ ~I!II~\,\\ 

/ . .. ; 1III \\\ \\ 
/,,' / 

/ 

/ 

. II 

\, \, 

\\ 
\ ' 

\ \ 

West coaSt I 
rl ~~9t~y·.~ ~~--~~~ 

1...-1 ------1(. I 

r-...Lo...I.l..:... __ .... \ :...,.""-...., 

II II i \\ 

East coast \ \\ 

North II I I I II 

i i \ i \ ,,\ 
II I I I I II 

/I I I ' \ II 

North Cdas 
I 

North 

I '; I i I 
'I ! I , 

17 October 1967 - 04 November 1967 Refresher tr~i!n ng GTMO 

07 November 1967 - 22 Novexp.qer 1967 
II I I I 

Ii I 

23 November 1967 - 13 DeceIUber 1967 
II I I 
II 1 

I' 

16 December 1967 26 March 1968 
• il I ~~ - Medl.ter!;an~f1~ 

08 June 1968 - 09 Auqust 1968 

19681 I! 

, 

18 September 1968 05 October 
I - I 

06 October 1968 - 27 January 1969 
i 1 

East coast" Ylndian 
OceanA 1 J I 

28 January 1969 - 07 March 1969 South At1aritic~~---~ 
I fNorva 

DEACTIVATED 
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/ 

/ / 

uss JAMESTOWN / \ \. 
\ \ 

\ \ \ 

09 April 1964 - 17 August 1964 NorfolltiMed~,--_----+_+-', '.l,--\ -.-JI 
I ~Norv,a \ \ 

14 October 1964 - 03 February 1965 West coast/1 
/ '------;:::::::::..-~\ \ 

24 March 1965 - 23 July 1965 East/West/coast I ~ I, 

I I . 

\ \ 

\ \ 

\ \ 

23 October 1965 - 02 ,January 1966 r 
'------------~ 

07 January 1966 - 01 April 1966 

22 April 1966 - 03 July 1966 

14 July 1966 - 30 September 1966 

11 October 1966 - 23 December 1966 

31 December 1966 - 02 February 196~ 

12 April 1967 - 11 July 1967 

07 August 1967 - 13 November 1967 

19 November 1967 - 20 February 196E 

03 March 1968 - 13 June 1968 

02 July 1968 - 30 September 1968 

17 October 1968 - IS January 1969 

07 February 1969 - 17 March 1969 

31 March 1969 - 30 June 1969 

18 July 1969 - 18 October 1969 

DEACTIVATED 
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BE~MONT I VAGTR-4) 

" 02 February 1967. - 08 \rune 1,967 
\ " 

\ 

15 August 1967 - OiOctober 1'967 
'. \,' 

04 October 1967 - 16 November'1967 , ., 

17 November 1967 - 14 DE!<;lember 1967'" 
'\ "--. 

15 May 1968 - 14 June 1968 \, 
" 

" 15 June 1968 - 25 September 196'8" 

26 September 1968 - 30 October 19'6~ 

31 October 1968 - 28 Novmeber 1968 

18 June 1969 - 30 October 1969 

DEACTIVATED 

Bremerton-Norfolk 

Shakedown cruise to GTMO 

-- --
we~t:cQ~std 

, -- '---------' 

w~t'a~as't'iL-___ --' 

Indi~ o6~inlWest' 
West cqast_ J 

, 

at 

\ Transit SQuth Atlantic/ 
\ East coastL-I ______ ---l 
I VNorva 

Mediterranean 
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, "-. ~ ........ 
IAGTR-5) 

~ -""' ~" 
'-.'". "':::::. "'" ."'" '- -----

", ...... " "'-. - '" ..... -

05 Februa~' 19)5:~:~~~r~~ruaiy~1.9,~5 

29 Maroh 1965 - "21S'J\P.~J.t ~~l6:.s ~'" 
"'" .~- :~<::::.~.:,-"'-'" " 

15 June 1965 - 27, October 1'965' 
" '-""~ ~'---:::~ ~-

'" ". 
. . " 

03 January 1966 - 21 Ma:r;ch 1966" 

" 

31 May 1966 - 30 August 1966" " 
, 

01 November 1966 - 28 February 19'67 
" 

03 May 1967 - 24 May 1967 

01 June 1967 - 08 June 1967 

Bremerton - Norfolk 

'Shalt.!:down at GTMO 

,w~st .00;'51:'\ I to "I ~ , ~ I L..-, ---'. 

'West cOils'tl I 
:{ , J 

"~;~t"qo:;t1 I 
" " 

West" ~<>~sti I 
West coa~'tl I 

'1 I 
Mediterranean ops 
(Torpedoed during Arab­
Israeli crisis and 
subsequently deactivated' 

i OP SECRET UI'11BRA 
93 



DOClD: 3526679 

1~~g;~SOlJSi:~8-3_ TOP SECRET UMBRA 
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- '- -', ,_ - .=.;~S::.:~;:.:~ -_V.:,:= AL:'-':: :::.Bgz:.:--=-IL __ -_-_-:rk.;::.!l'~...:A~,~~-~l ~:-=9:...L) 
'-

Decemb~r-l961 - February 1962 ", 

,\:\~~bruary 1962';;.;.,_~~Ptember 1962 

" OctQber 1962 - Mar~'-1-963 -, 
'-

08 M~r6h "1963 - 24 January 1964" 
\ "\ """" ',-

\ " " " 

26 Februa'ry '1,,64 - 09 August 1964 
\ '- "" . 

" 

16 Augusf,196.4'::'>;l0 February 1965 
\ " ", '"" 

\ '" "'~' 
21 March 19'6.5 -, 20 ~tober 1965 

26 October 1969 - ~5be'c~mber 1965 
\ ", ',- -

27 December 1965\- 2~, May '-.1~66 
\ \, ,,"<. ,", 

21 June 1966 - 10 o.~t.obe;r 196-6 

-, 

'\ \ " 

20 October 1966 - 13' ~ece~er i9~" 
, , " " ,,~, 

03 January 1967 - 30 Matph 196.7 ' " 

23 January 1969 - 18 February 1969 

19 February 1969 - 26 August 1969 

27 August 1969 - 18 September 1969 

DEACTIVATED 

-- -, 

-"---
South ~~1~~tlc1 
West coast 

West coast 

West coast 

West coast 
'-

East-~oast 
-, 

East '-coast 

West coast 

East coast 

East. coast 

West. coast 

East coast 

M&cHterranean 

Eas~l 
'---~,,.--;::::--

W~st. coast'L-I __ _ 

Transit to CONUS for 
overhaul 

'\ 

'I " loperations 
'-------,\~ 

West coas~L-______ ~ 
Transit to CONUS 
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USNS MULLER! 

30 April 1963 - 21 April 1964 

26 May 1964 -, /Cll April 1965 

10 May 19foS - 21 May 1966 
/ 

02 Ju+y 1966 - 15 May 1967 

25/June 1967 -11 JW1el,9-.68/ 
,-.':" 

rT-AG-171) 

/ 
06 August ,196~t,...-o7 O·etober 1969 

.. ..--' 

(b) (1 
(b) (3 -50 USC 403 
(b) (3 -P.L. 86-36 

. . . 

. DEACT;IvA'1'ED 
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. RATIO OF ON-STATION TIME. BY SHI:!? 

use OXFORD I 

1967 

ON STATION" ~6t)% 

OFF, STATtO:N. i'. 33%. 
J" 

;;".. 

rl'6~=ii~9 
(b) (1) 

(b) (3)-50 USC 403 
(b) (3) -Po L. 86-36 

* 80 day; off~tatipn for animal overhaul in Japan and 
furthe.rdel~y due to engine failure. 

1968 

ON STATION 73% 

OFF STATION 

* 33 Days delay in Suhle, P.I. for engine repairs. 

1969 (308 days only) 

ON STATION 79% 

OFF STATION 11% 
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