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T,tRMJNA"f J;ON OF THE Mtxl CAN BORDER MONrtORlNG PROGRAM 

T·o inform tne 1CoT1V11iU1on of the Jtaff*i intent to 
(jiStontinue Ku clear Regu 1a.tqry Co�ni nion (NRC J ma1nten1,nce 
9f r.o4iatHm monltodng guipment a-t Mexi. c�n. border 
-er0$$1':no. 

On �J11uu·y l6, 1984. un l, eennd coi.a lt•tiO ·contaminated 
-re'inf(>rc·ing bar, fr.om Mexico '\iitre ·dhco\lered in New Mexico. 
later that ,mo.-:ith, coba 1t .. ·60 ccmtam1:ntted can.-1.ro·n tob 1e 
1e.g:s from Mexico were di·scov-ertd in .Missouri. With 
auhtu,ee fr(>ln 'Stat� rtt,diltion cpntrel .p.rograms 1. ab,o.u.t 
.isoo toAs of co'n;tamin•t•d i'ton ana s+eel were recove·r·ed. in 
the ,un1t.e·d States u1a returned to t.1ei1co. 

To help prote:ct a911inst add1U,on11 in1d,v-1rt-ent •ntr,y 1nto 
t'he Un.ltfd St,otes_ of' ,p.rodu«s c:ontomintted , _, a result of 
�hh 1nti.dtflt, :NRC providetl ,r:adiat hm su,rv,_y me-t,rs to the . 
u.s" Cus�oms Ser�iee in £1 P�so. Te:us. 11'! Janua�y 19&4. ,tn 
'Mttrtn :19$� .• the Depa'rtm·nt �f Erierw {DOUJnstalled :portal 
monit ,�frs •·t two border tt'H'$�ng p,1 nu i'n ·E·l Paso on a lot11 
,bn is. Subteqitef'lt1y" tH�C .purcti•,std mtcro .. R ,urvey mtt-er$ for 
U'$t b..v tt\,e ,Custom,- Service tt 23 l-and borde-r t·ros$·i,ngJ wit:h 
Mtxtc, rtd obteined po·rta1 montt�r$ for the flv,e toroo:ie-rciah 
tr"'tk border trouings,. A eont,raet YfU arrangtd with O,ak 

TO IE MADE J>UBLICLY AVAlt.Alti 

IN lO WOl\¥,-l,NG DAYS Ff(OM ·TliE 
�ATE OF THIS PA-PER 

,K-evin �. -Romie,,. NMSS 
. 5,04.�25"34 
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Ji:itfge AH<tdated tHdvtrsH1e$ (CJHAlO tG moi,1hfo ,u,d 
ca hbrate ttie 1nstn1inent�. 

S
.
::u�,vey ·

. 
l!lt·t.

·er!>
.
· ,ere t� b� (f�C:f.l(Ul9,.t!:d :w.,t.h 0.RAU ScClI.tl•.{t.•_:.nnua 1 ),. by 

lflinl t.o matntani cahbr�t,:o:ri. OAAU was tQ vhH tne portal 
mo�1it(H'Si at1nu11 l1y ftir to hM·aittcm i:nd repa.irs ;n, need@d. 
Rtigion JV w�s 'tasked w.ith r,rtJ.Vidfog tra.wfog t.<i Customs 
St;1r.v i ct J»t?•rsonri� 1. 

If! f\,ijg:uit J9,86
l Regi-tm .'JV visited all 23 border cross.'ings 

inc,i SiJb$EQuent1y cietided tu remo-ve _lht $Vrvey meters tt,t 13 
of the .crossiti.gt .bt.CfJU$t the trafflc flow did not warrant 
munitorH,g for radHttfot1 ! ln Octobtir 1990, t-h� iut·vey ·m�ter 
at. another tJQf'dtrr cr.QS:Sittg w.,;i re11t6-v�. "t. the reque-$t of t,he 
C:ustQms per$c,,tt,ne l ;'tt thl:l crouipg, On1y 9 of the origimt 1 
23 cro�£HlQ$ sh l'I have rnitro-R su,rvty meten,, 

Tht t'a:eh.� t. fo ti 111ord tor i.ng p,t"Og r a,11 a long U,Et Mex i tan border 
wa$ es:ttiblished tn rtfs.��nr.se to tcne lili84 Mexi.ta-n Sttttl 
lncident .. The inttnt ;\ . .r o preverit the enu·, 01 ,mat-edah 
contarntriatcrd tlS ,result v, chat i11cidenL 'fhce p�ngtam was 
•tmfined to co11lfller<:i<1l:tri�ek c:ros�ings and dtd ritit trttlude 
prtvate .. vehifle or raHr-oid trc,siings. The program wa$ never 
rntended tQ be permanertt and prov·hions for loo_g ... t£trm us� 9f 
the 'r!torHtQdn,g e,quipment wer,e not incotpQr{ttt<.l ·ii:tto the 

• .prc;gram, lnteractton �etween the st�ff aJ1d t'he u. S. Customs 
Ser-v.ite per$onne l at the border cros$tng.s h11s chmir1i shed over 
the ye�rt, and severi·e11 prt,blen1s 'have de,veloped. theta, prob !ems 
ant dts.tusie'1 belQw: 

� Ma iflltt1-nante o'f Portal Mon itQrS 

The po.rttl mo,1itors taave beef'1 J1lagued by hulty iot.trna? 
circuitry ar1':d damage :cau$e:d -by the h�mhl and dus-ty. 
q:md1U0.ns along. th:e Mex1c1tn bor:dtt.r. . !he pc,rtb 1 monitors 
fre not tdeq'IJ$'tely we�.thertted �rid QRAU has tdefltified 
the cori,r.tarl't need for rtpla-cttmt11t parts �s a sign i fic�rn.t 
problem. 

" High Fals:e Alarm ftate 

ovring p.er;p,Qi<c yi.sits to t-h� ·CQW"erci.r.11 t·r1;Jck, border 
c.::rossinsH� the ,portal rnonHurs are frequently f.Qi.lf!d 
d tsconn:ectefi from the pawer ;SVPI? lt. Border :gua rd.s �ave 
,ad111itted ttriat t:hey oheri shut :off th� mon Hors btitailse 
they p•rQdu c.e so many fa be ala rm$ . 'Fa 1 s e a la rms ttlu l d. 
ltf: redtAced �Y rtr;ot1H91n'tng the port.al '*'rdtors, 
installing shi.t•ldin9. attd raisinj the alarm set poHit, 
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'fh_e :ett•b:):i ,thin-nt o-f Miq��l tdot1, p1:aao, tn :1,�1,¢0 ,_ i�s  
t:rt:1.ti,td. 1.i1n t:f'i t1'f'lt· ,ftJttetJt,t 1 :'1 �,1m11,t1a l vth f,:c!,e 
tr·•tf l·� thint tht 1:iQr.dtr �. M•�w i:laidQr1 p11:&h;U tt:e 
•- ,.,s,fflb.ly .11,iJn·ts ��r• �,,,r� .th_ m•muf•1t,tut1tt1: tn 'the 
\I.Jl 1ttit Scta:t:e, i:r, ,4:litcnf.rlltd U 't Mtlit•CO :O'ht' "lw:t:n:t-d' tio 
,tl\t :tlntt.d States fat ,tale;. $om, ;et �t\e :eihUpg 
C&fflilt:r;e,11�1 ;�'"o:ts.1: JttJ .,. 'b:t'1-Jtg MOfifit:d . 'Q ·�Qftfll.Odf1tt 
:·tfte , iJJtrae·tJd, t1r.tf-f J.it -, ;o.a.,t,o,it,t :oft 11 ,c- ,,, h ht,,e H1ct,:,,c:0:tea 
tb1,i - �her-. . . trt . ,1l1n1 _ ·to •d :t1r•ff 'ie_ l>tnes t:o- ,,,. t_,r•1,Htt,9,$ tt l!>ttf 'Mtfl t 'Cil 1 1. f,0:r,ni• t  £ 1  1P.,a.10:, lei•u e11d .1P,rsowns·� U1,, 
llt•t:, ., �'4hiQ�l ,por;il,1' '1!10J1Htrt •tlir \d. 1if ,r,qt,,it•fl ti 
:m.0,-.1 ,ta, ttle n:ew tf1ff#ner-tttl' �r<>Htng:.s .  

if! �, ... -- ,! .. : :,:  - . . . I. , ,  •. nJ rft,V 

l t ts d11ftc� ll tt ketp :tf'le J-Vt 11.tb � e, pe•r"c;u;ne 1 :a't Utt 
10,td:et �r-f:�'ling� tr.tined �-�•wu of' lh-• hi� tuf'.ttt>1"f:t 
r,tte , ,,£J:R_U _ tt:i•fif ,,.1 ,, ,,,_ 1 1,t:t..e 't\1:t :tilt btr•·r 9uir,'f1 
J;�e iflO.t :f:ufflti:tir,tt'lt 't.r1 tn:ed or mot l:Vlt,td to 'USl1 tht 
-tAil f1pmett:t, :betaivst 'tht mltr<,-:fl turve, mtt,r1 that ,•:re 
;r,f\lJ�tf iJff:fJ 'Jb , :DJ)nitt. ff)Jt 'C$ �. j'J;it-J4ttori tfiQW, ltw l�Dll'J 
,o·t ,noMna,1 :tto:e,,, 1trt� ,t•t:t . ll A J>roir,,m. r;f re,9u 1la;r 
r,.f .re,t.ttr tt'.•,t:-nt1nt flfoll , the. J,l:o,r:<t�i t:utrdt, ts 'lt•ettt"'-•· 
t1t:\e i1,,,,tf»nis s,,r, 10 tl'o$, , ttd11i!ftl c•ate,, �,11 1 81 P• so,. le1a'-t11 t1bat ·eou l ct �• ·u s,d � , 

-

�,, 1;teff :eJ,timai,:s, "tt;, i :t WO\ilrd co�t .,_e;ra; , 'tti'o�:$111� C C 

4ol J:t r, 1pt:r po:.rtel '"1Dtd tt,r to iwe1tttt.Mie ttie ,awisCtoir 
icom:>'l�•nu lfficf .  ,rtt;e:nf 1':f1tr• .  _tht i?'S-J,nlS ·tP. r.ef;twet f,1 1:$J o l'Jr,ms .• 
::nx::,.�,

1hi:,�:iI·tJ4;!j.: :::1·:::1:,• ,11l:i=•�:t;t:o:::i:1::� .. �e 
·a,··• IYJl¢1� ,9,l�ttti�·,l�l._ i�lt, . t lilr,t - •  . .. t ·•�·,u\�; 1$,GOO •.•

· ch. , •. _ou t,(! , roe , 
:1_ . �•:tt'.--•"' •. }.,

1��.· --�
f:tt!tn '�P . . �ut 1:0t\. _ t  � ·.'. ; "

''_ ,s __ \,ov,_14_ 
. . 
·'.�_ ·•.o,,, .•. �. 

1•PP. __ ,r:�Jt�•_-:w1,, 
$4\\l ,,OOQ, tf ,.,cij ,o,f �tl, >t'b11 :e�i 1stij109 port•� ·mo.n,,·to,rs ,wer• 
,r•pta-ct�t. ,,;ruf ittJtJJ tlllli\tQt!Al' t1,Jtem, Jf�"• �urq.h•$ed to­
lfhCJin,trttr ,., ,�_Q,-•�t,l ,tr:;fl1t '�;lhfl', fl:tti ,r_e,,ec:t t'O 
't:;rj•"''"i� ,�, ·st«f·f ,,ttlAtt.-:t .tijt\' 1, 1t ,-,o,1c1, cost ••�ui 
$S(hi0,ij . ,t:t :h>Jvt a ,�fn1t,,,•-etor :ftr,e:l� ;1 tr:•'1itrfi"g p.rogr,am t,nd: 
,,,f1-er, 't:tt.e -t,Qij1tk ,elite. TJ;tt �st 01' ·etniU,i .h;g, 'l"lff�tJtet , 
't:fltirili"AQ , ,wnltd l).,11 ir,iif)1im1 1 r i:f 'tht 'b10:rdtf' Jt;tit\l'i t,f :C-o l 1:ftf\MI� 
A-r,,1,111 ; ;ffew· Mtdit •. ,i�d Te,a,t f{ ttl :.NRC A9·,P,nme1rt :Jt1t,t,$ 1 h  

1,,,,,,,i ·to 1p,;p:port ;p.'"·���tt ·tr\t!11,tnv � ®1tt1m1 Jt-r,oi,1te .1 
,lftrtf' til!JI 'if-irs1. tl,t;ti ,Wj:$. til;Jfifi1t .- The 110-tl. 1 ,�st . ,Q,f :et,:rtter,tl,ng, :tb♦ ,ex:\,rt1t19. '1p.t1�b 11•m,t· wtUr t1h.t mpniftOr'i,ng _ 
trogr:am: ts. ♦tt0i.mtte� it, 1bt ,$9Q:i ,ooo.�. 1th iJ; rn . . 1ddttltrt t.o 
i1"irt.1rwnti1t- i'¢1 ,Hbr1t 1f1tl 'Olld rou,t.iite ma.i.nttne:nce .co:sts :wt.tic� 

1g-i '""Jd L.., J I f •. 
- r I 1 ,, 1  D ,= _1  L J 
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�C>ij ld lte -01Hl it11 .1 ze\t H th,e port; 1 111u , 1 1  tor$ tart upgr-�ctt.d .  
,wr-r,o t ejoHb,raU on i'fld  ,!Iii! i tftenar1 te  coHs ore •pprox t11111 'tt 1y 
Jao .ooo per year . 

Z,n ·rtspons.e to the 19&4 ,Mex ica-n, Stee l 1tic ident ; the Aeros;pace 
:Corpore Uo:,i OQtitttt'ttd to study the fe'.at.ib i l  iiy of mofl i ·tortng 
l ll  Url i tttd SUtfS bo.rdt.Ni f,g,r racH(i� �t 'i n  lfltJer h 1 .  lhe f i n,o l: 
rEt-p�tt. Wf S publld�ed i n  Sept1or1he-r 1 9-8;& , U NUREG/B#\•43,$7 . the 

- r�por'-t td·tnt i Ht:d 453 °thoh po i rth '' W'h:trt 99 percent of 
:Mgh.,. r t s.:k __ iron l,nd s·t, 1 vrotu�h- ,could he ,1110-n i to:r:ed u t-hey 
enter"' . bhe CO\it'tt ry . lht t,Olt �r a 30 !!¥if r li'ICH'!Jtor htg: :J)l"O'-'finJ 
w.at e5-t-unat,ed to be a lmo:s t $ 12: .mH ltcm . The nuoo,r of 
fnctdeinti nectuary over tbe l&•yea r pe:� t.od fo:r the progr1m to 
brtu1 .k ·ev·eh to l e:ly ,Qn t.he his. t $ <>-f co st  ra,nged f rorn f �u,r ca se:s 
a-f natf o,n.a 1 d'htr i'but i of,1 of a 90,,.t.1:nd nt ted tot1$uli1et pro�vd to 
Sl tt·HJ of • ' ftve .,;itate �lU$'t t ibU4-i<>H '.QT. COl'ltll·� fntttQ 
struciutal itee L the C()J .f.f,bem:ifH - at1a lys i , of the Airi,,pjc� 
uu.� ·�td _ ,no t  c l e,4 � l.Y i r.,�ttate th�t: 1 n:attotia � nl(}nH,,odng, .pl"Q.9 Nlm w-ou l(t, .be t(JcS t .. ff-et:t i n f  lhe CtUIJOi SU?n ·WU 14\1 1 !.e,.d , 
li n  StCY,.;fll7 --U�, dated :fflty 19 . u,,7 • th1t the $,t"ff did not 
i nt,1-11,d - to p,toceed, w i th ,t r11 t i �l'laJ moti i' turing progr,am • . Jri ;SitHd 
the steff bt U-eve:d tht� _ 1 ,nt,e,rn•,Uon� l �,ttv it i ei tnv,o h tng 
i nfo·rmat ion exchut:ge tHH1 gu id.ante Jdctrth1,ng contro1 o.f 
ra,d lo·ic:t i\le -tnater i 8 1  tn t-he ,wt,t�p ltcP. -were more ctt$t .. effectfve . 

ln 1 (ght of tbJ aas Aerospace J t\l,ty -end the h,i $tb't\V trf the 
Mexic,n border ;mQt:ii.t�ri1n;g, pcr,ogtam. tht staff �tes nQt p, 1 i eve 
that O(lrtt 1 n,u i riw: th, eurren;t ,p,rotratn h co,s.t �etf,,et,ve.. SH1ct 
the (ti():nitoti :ng pro;t;t; , wa:S started, in 1984 . -no r-'ul tat i on ht.$ 
bet?fl det&c:!t:ed ·t ratn Mex te•n th i.Jllflettts that were nut a l' rera.fy 
ldent ff 'htd u t0i11ta,f,nfr1tJ rtdfc,activ .e m11te.r_ te l_ . . li�w•vir . ttu:,re 
have b1f.'-tr1 i·e·ver-i l eates .,.ih;etre c.ofltami n�t,rd- i�i 1p10.ent11: nave 
enterod the Vn 1 t,d Stites through ,other p()rts . 

.. v, 1984 , ,c:on:taJnfnJted_ p'ip·t 1'i  t,t ings  ·w"r,e impo.:rtoed from 
Tt1Willl tQ J;WQ, Unttecd s:otei dhtr-� bl;.f;te,n i n  Valench • 
Califoi:n io , u1d s,t1:1ion 1 M:tsuc;tu,t&:e tth 

• l n l il.lS ,, cqntimirta:t:ed l Q.,; 1'nch ptpe w,&$ i ,mported f rmt1. 
PrU i l to a di stributer with f:iit ci' lt t Je$ fh h1t1pa " ·n o,r i<t� ,  
u10 At larit.a . Georg lo ,. 

.. ht HI'S$ , t,ol'ltaro in,t;ed Hee l fl,;x·  )es wet , rnrported from 
Ha 1,;y ·t0 s'E/'verca1 -;ompan ies  i n  Ha-u & toti , l eKt i .  

, ,  
"' Jili 19:91 , toRhlYl½ fla'ted $.t,e l  fene- i n� proctucts  were 

J'filf):Q,tted from lJ1dl;a to di st-ri,b\Ators tn Rtv,rs i de �. 
:Cali forn h- , tlhd Hotu,te-n , Te>to s ,  

:,("f -, ··i�-�� • �
1
;L. .,

-
·-;;��'i:�r�..n� � ITTTr ����;_,..;........_,.r;:.-, ,.;:-..c,.,•_:;���. --:.-.� ,-d., 1 >o.-:- - � ....  -' "' 
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, .. e;r11 ,tla•v• jah�· been nu1nt�o�• ,,J,&H :,o;f ta�o,.tii�,,, mJttri·1J l1 i'ft 
· :ri,1:¢ 11,♦<L Jet«P 'mJttl •i t"tdn ,- iht Utt i,ted !tttM . ,Ai ,,,: • 
r,,�1:t of :t-htte lRt1�dtn,U ,. 1it,,f11 of tnt :��"l!) me·t. 1' rctty,¢,l f. n9 
1nt1\l;U,-r•it;s 1!n ,t-bt unuei ·S-t•�••· :ha:v,· , _ J-tab \U.�f· tbttr- ,ow-n, 
Y'-tt1 i1, _ - 1on .1,on1r.t,rtnt ,pro;-rtoit . 11�fi �h•l• t"'chtl·trttt :tht 
ct••t _ tf ·Coil lt;tl119 _ :1ttt , •d:J$:�oUnf t'f �•,<Uoo,otive- m1tJtt•l$ 
:tftS'i :�, Jstttlf:4t$ :t,lJt t:OU. -of ·ff•t10 1' 1Jh1n9, mottUori:n9 f)1t"O;lflfin$. 

T,� •�•ff :ae·i 1•:eftt ·t.�lt ·tffo,rt, t·o , tmertw• tht to1t1�t.Ql �f: 
,r1itQati t,, IQl:t.t�1,11 �, _ 1 1 :ttn't•�• o:r:at P"'9V�•• .teenni-e1·1: 
'JVJlJ;lttt to non,.. J�i C♦ttltt: 1Jt�µ;•trttJ 1U!$ 11Jl'g 't-♦C,,¢ 1,d" ftilttt'1t1t 
lflt JttOrt tQs;t,�tfft,¢\ 11v,e ilfitit.:fio�, tf ,�ottt:,t 1:flt Ute ·put ltt , " 
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f:f ltttt �,W1 �h (,:"JeJlf$e$,cfft·t ,t 1,,,, �,of ·�!� fc� . �·;)♦4t,. &id ttie 
t,.Qr.de,r :St•t,-, of .c,1ur0•rinl• 1 ,irt;,q_1t1 • . tfftW 1M,� ,t�o,, ettC, 1 t ic:ai, ,  
lvtrione �of:ltifr:rt<t ,w1 :UJ t�t � 1-on :t.o. :tfffl_o.vc0_ fhe: po4-.,t 
.n,n,rJ-1to:ri 1'.Dd :t:r•Jlttft.t to"t�" l  .�f t1'- pt1r:t1\>•h' ,�,,� m _ r :r, - ­
tt $bt �u;�tQmJ · s,r,v,i <;J, . h't Jtd. iUort . . tt\e b�r,ftr S:t•tts 
♦tfl,♦Q to ltil)i):O,-t ,ptr10tl it  \:t. i'.1t h19 of CuJittfuS 1p,rs:�hll�f1 .  

Ttre 1t1ff' tmt,n·ct, ·1;0 bnTd:_n•�· tht � •inteti:o�e,, •�• to. l tl>r�tt1m 
•C;�ntr.•¢,t 10b ·GR��ft , reroov•- th, , ,pott•l ffl{jP:1 ,'tor& ., •� tr1n,t r 
Pie -"1i:tto�R fUifV:tj .tnet ,rl tlO tht •10. S • . 1CU·tt11ns SttV i�fh lfh-, 
,u:,iomi ltflV ;i Ct wow l-4 ,11t,t-tDft ft-r _ e,,l, 11>.'r•tH,,n :fif:11 :rnat:Q,ten,n�t 
•rv:tcte" ,, _,_,., >fh'.t t>ott,:r· Jtlte·1 o-f t• Uf..of"tt'11 .  ,r,,,orra .• Jttw 
M,·iJQo,,, '":a t1i.,, � WllU'l{t :t�.pport ,-e,,1.d1:� tt'•l'�.nlt:tl _ t>f • Gustp:ms 
:Ptr:tottn•il• n,, ·r.ttft �l15: ,.�t,ltH,t-d 

1tne.s, 'P:lo,nt :\rlt;h ·t�• 
1"1pt(J♦r $:t;•tts .• , ,,mt , __ �-•�ei.t1:r..: -r�, stiff �•• , _11 1he ·i1:l'flo1�o 
t�, ,O.-$ .  t-u 1tQms1 Strv� o,_,, 1111c1 tfie,v ce>n•,cu,r. The ataff' ¥11 1·, 

, �CJfl:t ,f:na te .fH"tVf,d1 .te-cttn. ,1 ,�1 1 , SiUJ,>tart ,fo. tti, ij � S - Cittl>'ffll 
, $t::r•,y:t-H'rt ff 0r,q\l.&Jtef.1,. 
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