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UNCLASSIFIED 

Office of the Director of National Intelligence 

29 January 2026 

Reference: ODNI Case No. DF-2017-00401 

This letter responds to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request to the Office 

of the Director of National Intelligence (ODNI) received on 11 September 2017, requesting 

the following information: 

• The agenda from each PDB Policy Advisory Meeting from 1 January 2014 to the 

present. 

This request was processed under the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552, as amended. ODNI 

located seven (7) documents responsive to this request. During the review process, we 

considered the foreseeable harm standard and determined that certain information must 

be withheld pursuant to the following FOIA exemptions: 

• (b)(3), which applies to information exempt from disclosure by statute. The relevant 

statute includes the National Security Act of 1947, as amended, specifically: 

o Section 102A(i)(1) (codified at 50 U.S.C. § 3024(i)(1 )), which mandates the 

protection of intelligence sources and methods from unauthorized 

disclosure; and, 

o Section 102A(m) (codified at 50 U.S.C. § 3024 (m)), which protects the 

names and identifying information of ODNI personnel. 

• (b)(6), which applies to information that, if released, would constitute a clearly 

unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. 

If you are not satisfied with this response, a number of options are available. You 

may contact me, the FOIA Public Liaison, at ODNI_FOIA_Liaison@odni.gov, or the ODNI 

Requester Service Center, at ODNI_FOIA@odni.gov or (703)-275-1313. You may also 

UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

submit an administrative appeal to the Chief FOIA Officer, c/o Chief, Information 
Management Office, Office of the Director of National Intelligence, Washington, DC 20511 
or emailed to ODNI_FOIA@odni.gov. The appeal correspondence should be clearly 
marked "Freedom of Information Act Appeal of Adverse Determination" and must be 
postmarked or electronically transmitted within 90 days of the date of this letter. 

Lastly, the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS) of the National 
Archives and Records Administration is available with mediation services and can be 
reached by mail at 8601 Adelphi Road, Room 2510, College Park, MD 20740-6001; 
telephone (202) 741-5770; toll-free (877) 684-6448; or email at ogis@nara.gov. 

Sincerely, 

�� 
Bonnie Calabria 
Chief, Information Review and Release 
Information Management Office 
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From: 

Sent 
To: 

Subject vIsory Board meeting Friday on 1April (no joke) from 11 :30-12:30-

Classification: Bl!l@RE'!',' ;'H8F@�l 

Very Respectfully, 

Executive Project Coordinator, CTR 
President's Daily Brief Staff 
Offi f th o· ct f N r I I t Ill 

From: (b)(3). (b)(6l 

Sent: Tuesday, March 29, 2016 2:18 PM 
To: \OJ(.)), \0)10) 

(bi(31. (b)(6i 
(b)(.)I. \.01\01 

Subject: RE: PDB Advisory Board meeting Friday on !April (no joke) from 11:30-12:30 

Classification: Bl!!€fi!:l!!lf1'fH8F8K!i 

(b )(3) 

----------==--==-===================================== 

Thanks, 

(b)(3). (b\161 

Chief of Staff 
President's Daily Brief 
Office of the Director of National Intelligence 

(b)(3). (bl\6) 
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From: (b)(3). (b)(6) 
Sent: Tuesday, March 29, 2016 2:07 PM 
To: 

Subject: RE: PDB Advisory Board meeting Friday on lApril (no joke) from 11:30-12:30 

Classification: 813ERJ3:P7' ;'U8F8Rli 

--------------------------------------�---------------

(b)(3). (b)(6) 

I will plan on attending in person for •. Thanks. 

(b)(3). (b)(6) 

From: (b)(3). (b)(6) 
Sent: Tuesday, March 29, 2016 12:58 PM 

, (b )(3). (b )(6) 
(b}(3). (b)(6) 

(b)(3). (b)(6) 
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Subject: PDB Advisory Board meeting Friday on !April (no joke) from 11:30-12:30 ---
Classification: BECRE�//NOFOraJ 

(b)(3) 

Good afternoon! 

l!'!!lliii""'l will be hosting a meeting of the PDB Advisory Board on Friday, 1 April from 11:30-12:30 

Discussion Topics 
• We published the PDB Coordination Rules about six months ago, and we'd like to discuss what is working well on 

coordination and what we may need to refine or clarify for IC analysts and managers. In conversations with 
analyst and managers across the community, we have heard a bit of frustration with conveying and receiving 
coordination comments on drafts. One best practice, for example, is to convey to the author an Agency's "red 
lines" on a draft that may push a coordinator to dissent, and then asking to see the draft again before DNI 
review. 

• The PDB staff is refining a short PDB dissent procedures document, and if we have time, we'd like to also hear 
feedback on whether you think the draft will be helpful. We will bring copies of the draft or try to disseminate 
prior to the meeting. 

• We welcome any other topics. 

We look forward to seeing you at the meeting. Please RSVP - including whether you will attend in person or via SVTC -
(b)(3). (b)(6) to I will send out the SVTC details later in the week. 

Thanks! 
(b)(3), (b)(6) 

Director, President's Daily Brief 

Classification: GECRET//NOFOR:N 

C 1 ass if i cation : Sf:! Eft:'IJ 1'>' ;'tiilOfiIOR:H 

Classification: S'Betm'f;I/NePeRM 

Classification: GECRE�//NOFO�i 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: v1sory Board on Monday, 6 February at 1:30 in-

Importance: High 

Classification: S'E!CRB'f1'/H8fil8Ri!f 

(b)(3) 

Very Respectfully, 

(b)(3). (b)(6) 

. J r, CTR 
President's Daily Brief Staff 
•Ii - • e - . -- •  • .: ... •I• I - • -1 . 

(b)l3}. (b)(6) 

From: {b)(3). (b)(6) 
Sent: Tuesday, Janua 
To: 

1 
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Importance: High 

Classification: :!f!:Elt�'f/ /NOF6fffi' 

(b )(3) 

Greetings! 

will host us for th eir first PDB Advisory Board meeting next Monday, 6 February, from 

2 



• We would like to recognize the members of the PDB Transition Working Group, who worked for a year to ensure 
we were well positioned for transitioning the PDB from the previous to the current Administration (they are 
cc'ed on this note and I hope they are able to attend.) 

• We will then cover some of the changes we have made to the PDB, and possible changes in the future. 

Please try to attend. 

For those on the cc line (being recognized for work on the PDB Transition Working Group), please let (b)(3), (b)(6) 
(b)(3), (b)(6) know if you plan to attend. 

Thank you! 
(b)(3), (b)(6) 

SVTCINFO: 

For those who plan to attend via SVTcl9JfNI will need to know from what location if you are from � 

For others, the Conference ID: (b)(3) 

(b )(3 ), (b )(6) 
Dl ct P 'd t' D ·1 B • f 

(b}(3), (b)(6) 

Classification: 8ECRE'f//MOFOR:N' 

--�-------------------------==================-==----= 

Classification: 8B@R3Jlf11 ;'li!8F©iRi:J 

3 

-



From: 
Sent 
To: 

Cc: 

Subject to host PDB Advisory Board on Tuesday, 19 July 

Classification: 'fe:F BE@R81f/;'e�eeu,'!teFeMt 

lb)(3) 

========================= 

Good afternoon! 

Thanks to you and all of your analysts and managers who are contributing to and supporting the PDB. We continue to 
receive great feedback from our customers, who in their eighth year remain extremely engaged, and look to your 
insightful analysis to support important policy decisions. 

I hope you are able to attend the next PDB Advisory Board meeting on Tuesday, 19 July from 1-2:00 in room­
I We have four topics to discuss. 

• Supplemental PDB material for POTUS-elect: Immediately after the election, we will offer supplemental 
information for each PDB to the POTUS-elect and VPOTUS-elect (which can last well beyond inauguration.) 
DC/PDB and PDB Managing Editor will present lessons learned from previous 
transitions to help us consider what we will do for the new Administration. 

• Emails as sources for the POB. C/PAs�,WJ-1 ·viii be presenting a proposal for documenting important 
international meetings via emails in a way that is sharable with coordinators and retrievable for any future 
queries, 

1 

--------------------------------------
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• Contractors and the PDB: I'd like to get the Advisory group to help us normalize how we consider contractors in 
authorship and coordination. 

• Time permitting will give us an update on the preparations for candidate briefings. 

(b)(3), (b)(6) will send out the SVTC number next week for you. 

I hope to see you at the meeting! 
(b)(3), (b)(6) 

Director, President's Dally Brief 
(b)(3), (b)(6) 

Classification: 'f@fl -'!J@ft!J'f','}'@K@@U;'H@P@MiJi 
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UNCLASSIFIED,'/l"OR Ol"FIElti.L e:15[ 8PWf 

PDB Advisory Board Agenda 

20 January 2015, 1100-1200, -

1. Discussion of proposed changes to how we count "PDB authorship." Members will receive 
the proposal before the meeting so they can consider it and come to the meeting with any 
issues. 

2. Tee up of a plan to convene an IC-wide group to review current PDB coordinate rules and 
determine if we need to update them. 

3. Discussion of the professional development plan for the PDB briefers. Tee up of request 
that members consider allowing themselves to be shadowed for a day or two at the end of 
briefers' tours. 

UNCLASSIFIED,'fFOR OFFIEliltL l::ISE OPJLY 

• 



.,,._ __________________________ _ 

From: 
Sent 
To: 

Cc: 
Subject 

(b)(3). (b)(6) 

Classification: 81H!Rl!!IT7'71HOP81UI 

(b)(3) 

Good morning! 

(b)i3). (b)16) This is a reminder that will host a PDB Advisory Board meeting, updating how the PDB 
will be impacted during the transition, on Tuesday from 10:30-11:30 in room- I will send any read-ahead 
material on Monday so that it will be available for those who plan to attend via SVTC. 

I hope to see you all there! 

SVTC Information: 
(b)(3) 

(b)(3). (b)(6) 

(b)(3). (b)(6) 
Director, President's Daily Brief 

(b)(3l. (b)(6) 

Classification: iiii'iUi'i,' ;!liiFOiUf 
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~ Board meeting on t October, 10:30-11 :30, Room 
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--------------------------------
From: 
Sent: 

To: 

(b)(3), (b)(6) 

W d da J I 26 2017 2·25 PM 
(b)(3), (b)(6) 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

RE: UPDATE RE: Invitation to PDB Adviso�g ... 26 June 
�PDB Coor�_ PreviewW, fS_PJ!ii) PDB Lead Author Coordination 
Survey_ PreviewW 

Classification: Bif!@ft{]lfj'/mn•@mu 

(b)(3) 

(b)(3), (b)(6) 

Please see attached for the materials that will be used in the meeting today. 

Very Respectfully, 

(b)(3), (b)(6) 

Executive Project Coordinator, CTR 
President's Daily Brief Staff 
Off e f the Di ecto f N t" I I t Ir 

(b)(3), (b)(6) 

From: 
Se 

To: 

(b)(3), (b)(6) 

Subject: RE: UPDATE RE: Invitation to PDB Advisory Board meeting ... 26 June 

Classification: S!iiiCMlf)1/H8F8ffif 

(b )(3 ), (b )(6) 

Thank you! 

From: (b)(3), (b)(6) 

Sent: Monda 
To: 

Subject: RE: UPDATE RE: Invitation to PDB Advisory Board meeting ... 26 June 

Classification: f!HJOfl!Q§?//HOPOil!li 

(b)(3) 

-============== 

• 

============= 

• -



(b)(3), (b)(6) 

I have added Ill to the VTC. The conference ID is : 1111111111 

Very Respectfu l ly, 

(b )(3 ), ( b )(6) 

Executive Project Coord inator, CTR 
President's Dai ly Brief Staff 

(b)(3), (b)(6) 

(b)(3), (b)(6 )  

To: 
Subject: RE: UPDATE RE :  I nvitation to PDB Advisory Board meeting . . .  26 June 

Clas sification : BECRE�//NOFOfil� 

(b )(3). (b )(6) 

(b)(3 ) , (b)(6) Thanks implied she would prefer folks attend in person . I do have some conflicts on the schedule, 
but I think I can attend via VTC. Would that work for you all as well? I do not know how much I'll need to contribute live 
during the debate/discussion on the survey results. 

I'll stand by 
best 

(b)(3), (b )(6) 

From: (b )(3 ), (b )(6) 
Sent: Monda 
To: 
Subject: RE: UPDATE RE: Invitation to PDB Advisory Board meeting . . .  26 June 

Class ification: 8ECRi!!T,' /1iJSFO-Rto 

(b)(3) 

(b)(3) ,  (b)(6) 

This w i l l  now be the PDB/IC Coordination meeting with Tiger Team members, held in 
Advisory Board wil l  be rescheduled for later in the summer. 

Very Respectfu l ly, 

(b)(3), (b)(6) 

Executive Project Coordinator, CTR 
President's Dai ly Brief Staff 
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====================~=============-===========~=-------



Off f th o ·  
(b)(3), (b}(6) 

(b)(3), (b)(6) 

f N t" I I t I I "  

Subject: RE: UPDATE RE: I nvitation to PDB Advisory Board meeting . . .  26 June  

Clas s i f icat ion : GECRE'f'//HOFOR:N 

(b )(3), (b )(6) 

Hi fflH ust to confi rm, this won't be an  Advisory Boa rd meeting but a regu lar  meeting in  a d ifferent room. The 
advisory board wil l be at a nother time down the l ine? 

Best 
(b)(3), (b)(6) 

(b)(3), (b)(6) 

Classification : 0E8IHJ'f11/U8P0R!U 

(b)(3) 

3 



(b)(3) 

H I  a l l , 

We have A LOT of fantastic data, and it is tak ing longer for us to get through than I thought it wou ld . So I 'd l ike to have 
an inter im meeting with our normal  PDB Monthly IC Reps and  members of the Tiger Team before we take it up a notch 
with concrete recommendations . 

(b )(3) For ease of schedu les, lefs meet at the same t ime BUT MOVE TO next Wed at 3 : 30-4 :30. I 'd l i ke as  
many peop le  to be there i n  person as  poss ib le, because it wi l l  be harder for us to go through the data remotely. 

P lease let [ pp1,ow if you need V IP  parking or if some of you wi l l  VTC. 

We have a lot of fi nd i ngs to d iscuss, and l 1d l i ke us to bra instorm on how we can crunch the  numbers to an swer any 
questions that we haven1t a l ready asked . 

(b)(3) . (b)(6) 

. . 

• (b)(3). (b)(6) 
(b)(3). (b)(6) 

I • I • I • • 
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Subject: Invitation to PDB Advisory Board meet ing . . .  26 June 

Classif icat ion : 9El@Rl3'1'71;'UOFO"R:N 

(b)(3) 

We a re hoping to see�dvisory Board meeting on Wed nesday, J u ly 26th at­
ED Please RSVP t� on the cc l i ne) . As noted i n  a previous "save the ltDiijM®l 
- wil l  host this meeti ng .  

The p lanned agenda i s  as fol lows: 

1 .  Accompl ishments a n d  best practices/exem plars 

We hope to use th is session to h igh l ight what is going wel l  i n  supporti ng our customers, and 
provide some examp les of pieces and  graphics that have been m ost successful .  

2 .  Coord i nation Study pre l im inary fi nd i ngs a n d  way ahea d .  

W e  a re i n  the last few days o f  ta king input for the month o f  J u n e  and beg in n ing t o  p u l l  
together the data a nd sort out the ma in  find ings.  W e  p l a n  to sha re these a n d  begi n  our 
conversation on next steps. 

3 .  Issues that matter to you . Some of you have raised issues l i ke opportunity analysis and the Expert 
Brief process. We w i l l  open the floor for any and a l l  to put issues on the ta ble for d iscussion .  Whi le  
we proba bly won't have t ime to delve i nto them in  th is  session,  I hope th is wi l l  g ive us a sta rt on 
the agenda for the next meeti ng or for the PDB monthly meeti ngs. 

Many thanks i n  adva nce for your  t ime and your ongoing contributions to the PDB. 

(b )(3 ), (b )(6) 

Class i f icat ion : scmun,<,';U9P9RJ'il 

= = = � =-=--= = = ===== = = � = � = �= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = ==-= = = = = = = = = === 

Classificat ion : GECR:E'F//HOfOR1i 

Clas s i ficat ion : SBi2iU!l'P,';'U9POFm 
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- --------- -------------------- -----------------------
Classificat ion : SECRE'f'//PJOE'OR·!N 

Classification : EH"!lC�f!l'f;';'Merie�iji 

Classificat ion: :9t3CRt3'f/;'MOFORM 

Class i fication : :9t3CRt3'f//MOFO:RM 

Class i fication : BU@fHJ'f//tiOFORfi 

6 



From: (b)(3} ,  (b)(6) 

Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 

Subject: PDB Advisory Board Meeting Tuesday, 3 Nov 1 :00-2:00, 

Categories: I mportant 

Clas s i f i cat ion :  Sl!!@!ififillF,';'m,J?El,RN 

(b)(3) 

and I wi l l  be hosting the PDB Advisory Board on Tuesday ( 10/3) from 1:00-2 :00 in 

Many of you have a l ready RSVP'd, but if you have not, please send a note to 
to your IC rep on the PDB staff. 

Our topic is "The State of the PDB," and more specifical ly: 

(b)(3} ,  (b)(6) , 

• a comparative discussion of metrics from FY14 and FY15 as a tool to see how we've done better and 
areas we can grow; 

• a review of the new coordination rules and how we think they a re being implemented so far; 
• d issent guidance and how we think dissents are working; 
• tradecraft in the PDB, best practices and a reas we can continue to improve; and 
• a look toward FY17 and the transition to a new Admin istration. 

�u all there ! 

-

Here is the SVTC info if you need it: 

r 

• • • I --------------------------

• -
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(b )( 3 J 

Conference ID: (b i  (3 )  
(b)(3). (b)(6) Subject: 

• . (bi (3). (b)(6) 
(b)(3) . (bJ(6J 

Start Setup Time: 03 NOV 2015 12:50 EST 

Start Conference Time: 03 NOV 2015 13:00 EST 

Conference Status: Resolved 

Conference Name: PDB ADVISORY BOARD 

End Conference Time: 03 NOV 2015 14:00 EST 

Request or: 

Resolved 

Resolved 

Resolved 

Resolved 

Resolved 

(b )(3) 

==- ----- - - - - - - - -- - ---- - - - - - - - - - - - ---- - - -- - - - - - - - - - -- - -

Classification: Bl!l@ftl!lFJ?,';'HePeRn 
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