
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Description of document: U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) Presentation Slides from 
the Board of Geographic Names (BGN) 125th Anniversary 
2015 

 
Requested date: 30-November-2025 
 
Release date: 15-December-2025 
 
Posted date: 30-December-2025 
 
Source of document: USGS FOIA 

P.O. Box 66783 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87193 
DOI Public Access Link (PAL) 
FOIA.gov 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The governmentattic.org web site (“the site”) is a First Amendment free speech web site and is noncommercial 
and free to the public.  The site and materials made available on the site, such as this file, are for reference only.  
The governmentattic.org web site and its principals have made every effort to make this information as 
complete and as accurate as possible, however, there may be mistakes and omissions, both typographical and in 
content.  The governmentattic.org web site and its principals shall have neither liability nor responsibility to any 
person or entity with respect to any loss or damage caused, or alleged to have been caused, directly or 
indirectly, by the information provided on the governmentattic.org web site or in this file.  The public records 
published on the site were obtained from government agencies using proper legal channels.  Each document is 
identified as to the source.  Any concerns about the contents of the site should be directed to the agency 
originating the document in question.  GovernmentAttic.org is not responsible for the contents of documents 
published on the website. 

https://foiaxpresspal.doi.gov/app/Home.aspx
https://www.foia.gov/agency-search.html?id=75ea5368-0fc0-4d69-85e0-69b0e9c3bacd&type=component


United States Department of the Interior 

U. S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

In Reply Refer To: 
U.S. Geological Survey 
Attention: Judy Cearley 
Post Office Box 66783 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87193 

12201 Sunrise Valley Drive 
Reston, Virginia 20192-0002 

December 15, 2025 

Re: U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) Freedom oflnformation Act (FOIA) Tracking# 
DOI-2026-002105 - Response 

This letter is our response to your FOIA request dated November 30, 2025, for the following: 

Copy of the Slides from the presentations at the Board of Geographic Names (BGN) 
125th Anniversary on September 18, 2015. I am particularly/specifically interested in the 
slides from the keynote by Mark Monmonier, and the slides from the presentation by 
Sandra Shaw, and the slides by David Stage, and to a lesser extent the Slides of the 
presentation by Juan Jose Valdes. These records are at the BGN, part ofUSGS. 

We are releasing nine Portable Document Format (PDF) electronic files, consisting of 
364 pages, in response to your request. These records are being released in their entirety. 

We classified you as an "other-use" requester category and there is no billable fee for the 
processing of this request. 

The 2007 FOIA amendments created the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS) to 
offer mediation services to resolve disputes between FOIA requesters and Federal agencies as a 
non-exclusive alternative to litigation. Using OGIS services does not affect your right to pursue 
litigation. You may contact OGIS in any of the following ways: 

Office of Government Information Services 
National Archives and Records Administration 
8601 Adelphi Road- OGIS 
College Park, Maryland 20740-6001 
Telephone: (202) 741-5770 



Toll-free: 
E-mail: 
Web: 

1-877-684-6448 

ogi s@nara.gov 
https: //www.archives.gov/ogis 

2 

Please note that using OGIS services does not affect the timing of filing an appeal with the 
Department's FOIA & Privacy Act Appeals Officer. Contact information for the Department's 
FOIA Public Liaison, who you may also seek dispute resolution services from, is available at 
https: //www.doi.gov/foia/foiacenters. 

This completes our response to your request. If you have any questions about our response to 
your request, please contact me by email at jcearley@usgs.gov. 

Enclosures: 
AM00 Slideshow.pdf (99 pages) 
AM0l Welcome.pdf (6 pages) 
AM02 Mark Monmonier.pdf (47 pages) 
AM03 Helen Kerfoot. pdf (26 pages) 
AM04 Skip Theberge.pdf (61 pages) 
AMOS Sandra Shaw.pdf (26 pages) 
PM0l Luis Bermudez.pdf (47 pages) 
PM02 David Stage.pdf (24 pages) 
PM03 Juan Valdez.pdf (28 pages) 

Sincerely, 

JUDY 

CEARLEY 

Judy Cearley 

Digitally signed by 

JUDY CEARLEY 

Date: 2025.12.15 

12:50:00 -08'00' 

U.S. Geological Survey 
Government Information Specialist 



Celebrating the 125th Anniversary of the
U.S. Board on Geographic Names

Traditions and Transitions

1890 

2015 



Names are an important key to what a society 
values.

David S. Slawson



U.S. Board on 
Geographic Names



Many variations of nomenclature for the 
same place are encountered, and the 
board’s action settles the uniform usage.

The Caldwell Tribune, November 6, 1897

Many variations of nomenclature for the 
same place are encountered, and the 
board's action settles the uniform usage. 



Uniform Application of Geographic Names
in the Federal Government

National Park Service National Ocean Survey Fish & Wildlife Service

U.S. Census BureauU.S. Geological SurveyFEMA
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Presidents
and the

U.S. Board on 
Geographic Names



Benjamin Harrison
Established U.S. Board on Geographic Names

Executive Order 28, September 4, 1890



..... ~ ., .. , 
~ ♦1 

.·; ., 

" c%Jo I 

-.a□□ 



Theodore Roosevelt, Jr.
Expanded Authority of 

U.S. Board on Geographic Names
Executive Order 399, January 23, 1906





Harry Truman
Reestablished U.S. Board on Geographic Names 

in Current Form
Signed Public Law 80-242, July 25, 1947





Place-names carry many meanings and 
implications, and in their curious 
histories, we can trace our own.

Derek Nelson



Short
Geographic Names



Village of Å in Andøy, Norway
Photo Author Unknown, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%85,_And%C3%B8y#/media/File:%C3%85_i_And%C3%B8y_del.jpg

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%85,_And%C3%B8y


Commune of Y, France
Photo picardhiv68, http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/ac/Comunne_Y_picardhiv68.jpg

D 15 



Municipality of Ii, Finland
Photo by M.P., http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ii,_Finland#/media/File:Roadsign_of_Ii_municipality_Finland.jpg



Long
Geographic Names



Railway Station Sign in Wales
Photo by G1MFG, http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bc/Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwllllantysiliogogogoch

I 
.. ·• - ■ • i ._.__._._. 



Lake Chargoggagoggmanchaoggagoggchaubunaguhgamaugg
Photo by Bree, https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Chaubunagungamaug_lake_sign.jpg



Krung Thep Maha Nakhon
Amon Rattanakosin
Mahintarayutthaya
Maha Dilok Phop

Noppharat Ratchathani Buri Rom 
Udom Ratchaniwet Maha Sathan

Amon Phiman Awatan Sathit
Sakka Thattiya Witsanukam Prasit

Longest BGN-Approved Name 
Long Form for Bangkok or Krung Thep, Thailand

(193 characters including spaces) 



กรุงเทพมหานคร 

อมรรตันโกสนิทร ์

มหนิทรายุธยา 

มหาดลิกภพ 

นพรตันราชธานีบูรรีมย ์

อดุมราชนิเวศนม์หาสถาน 

อมรพมิานอวตารสถติ 

สกักะทตัตยิวษิณุกรรมประสทิธิ ์

Thai Script for Longest BGN-Approved Name 
(Bangkok or Krung Thep, Thailand) 



City of angels,
great city of immortals,

magnificent city of the nine gems,
seat of the king,

city of royal palaces,
home of gods incarnate,

erected by Vishvakarma at Indra’s behest

Translation of Longest BGN-Approved Name
(Bangkok or Krung Thep, Thailand) 



Taumatawhakatangihan
gakoauauotamateapoka

iwhenuakitanatahu
New Zealand

Longest BGN-Approved Name

Single Word with No Spaces
(57 characters)



Map courtesy of National Geographic Maps



Cwmffrwd
Wales, United Kingdom

Longest BGN-Approved Name

Single Word with All Consonants
(8 characters)



… place names can tell us a great deal 
about the physical geography, the culture 
and the history of a place, and about the 
people connected with it. 

Naftali Kadmon

... place names can tell us a great deal 

about the physical geography, the culture 

and the history of a place, and about the 

people connected with it. 



Colorful
Geographic Names



Blue Lagoon in Iceland
Photo by Sarah 1990, http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/58/Iceland_Blue_Lagoon.jpg



Red Rocks, Colorado
Photo by Bradley Gordon, https://www.flickr.com/photos/icanchangethisright/8763525316



Little Green Island, Hong Kong
Photo by Jashhk, http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/82/Little_Green_Island_in_Hong_Kong.jpg



Yellow River, China
Photo by Leruswing, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yellow_River#/media/File:Hukou_Waterfall.jpg



White Cliffs of Dover, United Kingdom
Photo by Piotr Kuczyński, 
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e7/White_Cliffs_of_Dover_3_(Piotr_Kuczynski).jpg

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e7/White_Cliffs_of_Dover_3_(Piotr_Kuczynski).jpg


Shapely
Geographic Names



Round Lake, Wisconsin
Image by Esri Map Service (Digital Globe, Microsoft)
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Triangle Lake, Minnesota
Image by Esri Map Service



Heart Lake, Olympic National Park, Washington
Photo by brewbooks, 
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e5/Heart_Lake,_Olympic_National_Park_(Washington)_(456501128).jpg
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e5/Heart_Lake,_Olympic_National_Park_(Washington)_(456501128).jpg


Horseshoe Falls, Canada
Photo by Sakas, 
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/c/c9/Horseshoe_Falls_Skylon.JPG/1024px-Horseshoe_Falls_Skylon.JPG



Descriptive
Geographic Names



Chimney Rock, Nebraska
Photo by Mike Tigas, http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b6/Chimney_Rock_NE.jpg

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b6/Chimney_Rock_NE.jpg


Mirror Lake, California
Photo by Chensiyuan, 
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/7/70/Yosemite_national_park_mirror_lake_2010u.JPG/1280px-
Yosemite_national_park_mirror_lake_2010u.JPG

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/7/70/Yosemite_national_park_mirror_lake_2010u.JPG/1280px-Yosemite_national_park_mirror_lake_2010u.JPG
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/7/70/Yosemite_national_park_mirror_lake_2010u.JPG/1280px-Yosemite_national_park_mirror_lake_2010u.JPG


Split Apple Rock, New Zealand
Photo by Benjamin Ho.sg , 
https://c2.staticflickr.com/4/3266/3227935047_f99e310a65_b.jpg



Great Blue Hole, Belize
Photo by U.S. Geological Survey, 
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/61/Great_Blue_Hole.jpg



Blood Falls, Antarctica
Photo by Peter Rejcek, https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Blood_Falls_by_Peter_Rejcek.jpg



While we may have plans, diagrams and 
visual images, our maps will remain 
“inhuman,” bearing no relation to man, 
until they are enriched with geographic 
names.

O Maolfabhail

While we may have plans, diagrams and 
visual images, our maps will remain 
''inhuman," bearing no relation to man, 
until they are enriched with geographic 
names. 



Geographic Names
and

Cultural Diversity



Troth Yeddha‘
Athabascan - Alaska

Wild Potato Ridge



Sault Sainte-Marie
French - Michigan

The Rapids of Saint Mary



Alcatraz Island
Spanish - California

The Island of the Pelicans



Oxford
English – Mississippi

Named for Oxford, England
Where the Oxen Ford



Imnáha Gulch
Umatilla - Washington

Land Ruled by a Chief Named Imna



Point Pogibshi
Russian - Alaska

Perilous Point



The Geography of
Pessimism and 

Optimisim



Desolate Swamp, New York
Image courtesy of Esri and U.S. Geological Survey, http://historicalmaps.arcgis.com/usgs/  
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Disappointment Peak, Wyoming
Image courtesy of Esri and U.S. Geological Survey, http://historicalmaps.arcgis.com/usgs/  
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Despair Lake, Louisiana
Image courtesy of Esri and U.S. Geological Survey, http://historicalmaps.arcgis.com/usgs/  
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Failure Canyon, Utah
Image courtesy of Esri and U.S. Geological Survey, http://historicalmaps.arcgis.com/usgs/  
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Hope Lake, Utah
Image courtesy of Esri and U.S. Geological Survey, http://historicalmaps.arcgis.com/usgs/  

Utah AGRC, Esri, hERE, Delorme, lntermap, 1PC, USGS, USDA, EPA I Source: HlStorical Topographic Map 
Collect,on courtesy of the U.S. Geolog,ca! Survey, Esri 



Opportunity, Montana
Image courtesy of Esri and U.S. Geological Survey, http://historicalmaps.arcgis.com/usgs/  
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Success Pond, New Hampshire
Image courtesy of Esri and U.S. Geological Survey, http://historicalmaps.arcgis.com/usgs/  
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Fortune Mountain, Arkansas
Image courtesy of Esri and U.S. Geological Survey, http://historicalmaps.arcgis.com/usgs/  

Esri, HERE, Delorme, lntermap, 1PC, USGS, MED/NASA, USDA, EPA I Source Historical Topographic Map 
___:ollectton courtesi of the ~- Geolotcaf ~ rvey,.;=sri ,__ ,.._ • ......._ 



Geographic names are
compact poetry …

Terrence Cole



Humorous 
Geographic Names



Smile, Kentucky
Image courtesy of Esri and U.S. Geological Survey, http://historicalmaps.arcgis.com/usgs/  



No Name Lake, Washington
Image courtesy of Esri and U.S. Geological Survey, http://historicalmaps.arcgis.com/usgs/  

l 

+ 
Province or British Columb,a, Esri, HERE, Delorme, USGS, USDA, EPA I source: H1stoncai Topographic Map Collection 
courtesy of the u.s_ G_;olog1ca Survey, Esri 



Boring, Maryland
Image courtesy of Esri and U.S. Geological Survey, http://historicalmaps.arcgis.com/usgs/  

Esr-, HERE, Delorme, lmermap, tPC, USGS, USDA, EPA Source: H storical Topographic Map Col'ection courtesy of the U.S 

------------------------------- ~G-eo_lo_&_"_a Survey, ~ 



Dull, Texas
Image courtesy of Esri and U.S. Geological Survey, http://historicalmaps.arcgis.com/usgs/  



Surprise, New York
Image courtesy of Esri and U.S. Geological Survey, http://historicalmaps.arcgis.com/usgs/  



Scratch Ankle, Alabama
Image courtesy of Esri and U.S. Geological Survey, http://historicalmaps.arcgis.com/usgs/  
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Why, Arizona
Image courtesy of Esri and U.S. Geological Survey, http://historicalmaps.arcgis.com/usgs/  
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Whynot, Mississippi
Image courtesy of Esri and U.S. Geological Survey, http://historicalmaps.arcgis.com/usgs/  
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Normal, Illinois
Image courtesy of Esri and U.S. Geological Survey, http://historicalmaps.arcgis.com/usgs/  



Peculiar, Missouri
Image courtesy of Esri and U.S. Geological Survey, http://historicalmaps.arcgis.com/usgs/  
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Odd, West Virginia
Image courtesy of Esri and U.S. Geological Survey, http://historicalmaps.arcgis.com/usgs/  



Unusual 
Geographic Names



Tesnus, Texas
Sunset spelled backwards

Image courtesy of Esri and U.S. Geological Survey, http://historicalmaps.arcgis.com/usgs/  



Arizola, AZ
Combination of Arizona and 
Name of Founder’s Daughter, Ola
Image courtesy of Esri and U.S. Geological Survey, http://historicalmaps.arcgis.com/usgs/  
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Plaska, TX
Submitted to Post Office as Pulaski,
Approved and Accepted as Plaska
Image courtesy of Esri and U.S. Geological Survey, http://historicalmaps.arcgis.com/usgs/  
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The spelling of foreign geographic names 
presents several problems which are only 
vaguely understood by the general 
public.

First Report on Foreign Geographic Names (1932)

The spelling of foreign geographic names 
presents several problems which are only 
vaguely understood by the general 
public. 



Non-Roman Scripts



Москва
(Russian) 

Moscow, Russia



北京
(Chinese)

Beijing, China



الرياض
(Arabic)

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia



서울
(Korean)

Seoul, South Korea



ᐃᒃᐱᐊᕐᔪᒃ
(Inuktitut)

Arctic Bay, Canada



काठमाडौं
(Nepali)

Kathmandu, Nepal



A Multilingual
World



Traffic Sign Near Koper, Slovenia (Slovenian/Croatian/Italian)
Photo by Romanm, http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/97/Trilingual_traffic_sign_on_A1_near_Koper.jpg

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/97/Trilingual_traffic_sign_on_A1_near_Koper.jpg


Welcome Sign in Newry City, Northern Ireland (Irish/English)
Photo by Man vyi, http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3b/Bilingual_welcome_sign_Newry.jpg

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3b/Bilingual_welcome_sign_Newry.jpg


Multilingual Railway Station Board in India (Hindi/English/Urdu)
Photo by MikeLynch, http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/60/New_Delhi_railway_station_board.jpg

~HEIGHT F OM MEAN SEA LAVEL~214· 
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/60/New_Delhi_railway_station_board.jpg


As long as a nation remains vigorous, the 
process of naming and renaming never 
ceases entirely.

George Stewart



Our Changing
Landscape



1908, USGS Topo Map 1980, USGS Topo Map

Quabbin Reservoir, Massachusetts 
Created 1931-1939

Features Disappearing
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Louisiana Gulf Coast

Features Disappearing

2012 NOAA Chart 113641965 NOAA Chart 1271



Upper Mississippi River 
Navigation Charts, #40, 2011

1980 USGS Topo Map

Features Appearing

Mississippi River, Minnesota
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Adopting a New Romanization System (2000)

Changing Pusan to Busan, Korea 

1954 2015- • 

.MASA 

• Daegu 
Jeonju • 



TAMU Massif (Pacific Ocean)

Discovering Features

200 km (124 mi) 



In 1891 President Harrison established a board 
on geographic names … This board is still in 
existence and doing excellent work …

Omaha Daily Bee, May 31, 1899



Royalty Free Music

A New Beginning
www.bensound.com
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Geographic Names: Roles, 
Rhetoric, and Resistance

Mark Monmonier
Professor of Geography

Syracuse University



Roles of Geographic Names

 Unique identifier of places and 
geographic features

 Link between map symbols and
everyday language

 Commemorate people, events, 
other places, . . .



Rhetoric of Geographic Names

 Conservative = resistant to 
impulsive change

 A public good, appropriate for 
bureaucratic oversight

 The romance of geographic 
names and the defense of 
historical authenticity



Survey of Jordan, c. 1976
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Survey of 
Palestine, 1943
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Survey of 
Israel, 1988
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Survey of 
Palestine, 1943
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Survey of 
Israel, 1988
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PalestineRemembered.com, c. 2004

• 16 

•23 

•24 •25 
Iii,.--

•26 
... -< ,_ 
' f 

Villages of Acre District 

Amqa (18) 

Arab al -Samniyya f8} 
al-Bassa ( 1) 
al-B:in,va (23) 
al -Damun (24} 

Dayr a I-Qasl ( 1 0) 
al-Ghabisfyya ( 15) 
l1qrit {6) 
lribbln Khiirba1t (2) 

Jidden Khirbat ('16) 
,al-Kabr i (11) 
Kafr lnan {22) 
Kuwayka1 ( 19) 
al-Mansh iyya {21 ) 
al•Mansura (7 ) 
Mi'ar (25] 
al-Nabi Rubin (5) 
al-Na hr { 14} 

0 
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km 
5 10 
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-------- national border 

- - - - - - - - district border 

al-Ruways (26) 
Suhmata ( 17} 
al-Sumayr1lyya (20} 
Suruh (3 ) 

al-Tall (13) 
Tarbikha (4} 
U mm al-Fa raj (1 2) 

al-Zeeb (9} 
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+ ~ www.palestineremembered.com/Acre/SatelllteVlew.html £0 C Q. Search 

PalestineRemembered.com The Home of Ethnically Cleansed & Occupied Palestinians Satellite View Contact Us 

Oral History Zionist FAQ Zionist Quotes The Conflict 10 I Site Members 

About Us 

al-Birwa - •JJ!ll, Acre 
Occupation date June 11, 1948 
Population in 1948 1,694 

Beersheba 

Bethlehem 

No. of refugees in 1998 10,401 
Average elevation 60 meters 
Distance from Acre 10 km east 
Usurped Lands 12,996 Dunums 
Usurped/destroyed houses 380 

Hebron Ethnically cleansed & destroyed by Israelis 

Jericho 

Jerusalem 

Jinin 
Nablus 

al-Ramla 

1iberias 

Guest Book 

Videos 

Register 

Contact Us 



National Geographic
Society (www.ngs.org), 2000
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WorldAtlas.com,
2015
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WorldAtlas.com,
2015
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Google Maps,
2015
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Google Maps,
IP address

in Iran, 2015

Enlargement
of frame

Screen shot from GulfNews.com,
“How Google Is Showing Arabian
Gulf on Maps,” 13 August 2015
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http://geonames.nga.mil/namesgaz/gnsquicksearch.asp

geonames.nga.mil

Et geonames.nga.mil/namesgaz/gnsquicksearch.asp 

GeoNames Search Results 

Total Number of Names in query: 26 
Total Number of Features in query: 2 

Records 1 through 26 121 
The geographic names in this database are provided for the guidance of and use by the Federal Government and for the information of the general public . 
The names, variants, and associated data may not reflect the views of the United States Government on the sovereignty over geographic features. 

Name (Type) 

Persian Gulf (Conventional - C) 

Khafij al 'Ajam (Variant - V) 

Arab Gulf (Variant - V) 

AI-Khalij al-Arabi (Variant - V) 

Arabian Gulf (Variant - V) 

Basra Korfezi (Variant - V) 

Darya yi Bandar Abu Shehr (Variant - V) 

Khafij Faris (Variant - V) 

Al Khafij al Farisi' (Variant - V) 

Khafij-e Fars (Variant - V) 

Khafij-i Fars (Variant - V) 

The Gulf (Variant - V) 

Gulf of Iran (Variant - V) 

Persian-Arabian Gulf (Variant - V) 

Persidski Zaliv (Variant - V) 

United Arab Emirates (Conventional - C) I 
Al lmi:iri:it ,:al 'Ar<1h1\/<1h ,:al M11tt<1hirl,:ah I Annrr\\/<>rl - N\ 

Geopolitical 
Entity 
Name 
(Code) 

Oceans 
(OS) 

First-Order 
Administrative 

Division 
Name(Code) 

Oceans 
(general) 
(OS00) 

Latitude, Longitude OMS 
(DD) 

MGRS 
Feature 

Designation 
{Code) 

27° 00' 00" N, 051 ° 00' 00" E 
(
27

, 
51

) 39RWK0000086435 gulf (GULF) 

Display 
Location 
Using 

Google 
Maps 

MapQuest 



Google Maps, from the NGA Website
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MapQuest, from the NGA Website
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MapQuest.com,
2015

MapQuest, direct access
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Text Box for text
20pt minimum size 

Examples

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here are three examples. The one in the lower left is from the xxxxxxx, Pennsylvania, 15-minute quadrangle map, published in 19xx. The toponym on the right is from the xxxxxx, Arizona, xx-minute quadrangle map, published in 19xx. The name in the upper left, which is offensive to women as well as Native Americans, is from the xxxxxx, Arizona, xx-minute quadrangle map, published in 19xx. Like most pejorative toponyms, they occur in sparsely inhabited, relatively inaccessible areas.



USGS instructions
• Pre 1928: no specific written guidance
• 1928: codified name-checking

– “The importance of a complete and authentic 
record of feature names is so great that nothing 
should be left for memory.”

– Confirm local usage by consulting “at least two 
independent authorities for each name and 
spelling.”

– Map editors were to consult published maps, 
gazetteers, and reports of expeditions.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
How these names wound up on federal topographic maps is easy to understand. Topographers were sent into the field and asked to measure and describe the landscape as it was, or at least to the extent that they could fit topographic details, including place and feature names, onto a map published at 1 to 250,000 or 1 to 62,500. In the pursuit of accuracy, field surveyors were required to ferret out local usage. Whether a toponym might be offensive to some people was immaterial. 



Features
named
“Jap”

Jap Lake

Jap Gulch

Jap MeadowJap
Creek

Jap Creek

Jap Hollow

Jap
Springs

Jap Park

Jap Davidson Ditch

Jap Mine

Jap Ditch

Jap Creek

Jap Valley

Jap
Ranch

Jap Slough

Jap Point

Jap Creek

ALABAMA
Jap Creek

ARKANSAS
Jap Knob

FLORIDA
Jap Rock

MINNESOTA
Jap Lake

OKLAHOMA
Jap Beaver Lake Dam

TEXAS
Jap Smith Branch

WEST VIRGINIA
Jap Post Office

Jap Gap

Jap Bay

Jap Hills

Jap Creek

Jap Creek
Jap Creek

• 

Features 

named 
"J op" 

• 

• • 
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• • 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Toponyms typically consist of two parts, a generic and a specific. This slide illustrates that the J-word, as a specific, was applied to a variety of generics, largely in the western states, with a noteworthy concentration in the Pacific Northwest. Any correlation with the pattern of Japanese settlement is faint at best.



Blanket Renaming

• 1963 – “Nigger” changed to “Negro”

– Stuart Udall (1962): “Whatever the overtones of 
the word were in the past, unquestionably a great 
many people now consider it derogatory or worse. 
It is like an obscenity in that avoidance of its use 
is common courtesy and in that its use may incur 
some sort of social penalty. I do not see how the 
Federal Government can in conscience require the 
use of the word in any connection.””

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It’s inevitable that the racial enlightenment that swept the nation in the 1950s and 1960s, would make federal officials uncomfortable if not mortified by the flagrant use of the N-word on the nation’s topographic maps. As best I can discern, the Washington establishment was largely ignorant of the implied federal endorsement of the N-word until 1962, when President John Kennedy’s Secretary of the Interior Stuart Udall ordered its removal. USGS mapmakers responded by changing all instances of the N-word specific to Negro, which was considered acceptable at the time. Unfortunately, these toponyms was replaced only when a map sheet was revised, which in many cases meant replacement of 15-minute maps by more detailed seven-and-a-half-minute maps over the next twenty years.
The only other instance of blanket renaming was initiated in 1974, with replacement of the J-word with “Japanese.”



Blanket Renaming

• 1963 – “Nigger” changed to “Negro”

– Stuart Udall (1962): “Whatever the overtones of 
the word were in the past, unquestionably a great 
many people now consider it derogatory or worse. 
It is like an obscenity in that avoidance of its use 
is common courtesy and in that its use may incur 
some sort of social penalty. I do not see how the 
Federal Government can in conscience require the 
use of the word in any connection.” – changed 
to ”• 1974 – “Jap” replaced with “Japanese”

– –

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It’s inevitable that the racial enlightenment that swept the nation in the 1950s and 1960s, would make federal officials uncomfortable if not mortified by the flagrant use of the N-word on the nation’s topographic maps. As best I can discern, the Washington establishment was largely ignorant of the implied federal endorsement of the N-word until 1962, when President John Kennedy’s Secretary of the Interior Stuart Udall ordered its removal. USGS mapmakers responded by changing all instances of the N-word specific to Negro, which was considered acceptable at the time. Unfortunately, these toponyms was replaced only when a map sheet was revised, which in many cases meant replacement of 15-minute maps by more detailed seven-and-a-half-minute maps over the next twenty years.
The only other instance of blanket renaming was initiated in 1974, with replacement of the J-word with “Japanese.”



Omni Gazetteer, ca. 1990

No instances
in the state

Toponyms (mostly variants) containing
“Nigger,” “Niger,” or “Nigar”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This map shows the instance, by states, of toponyms with the N-word or two similar spellings. California has the largest number and Washington State is second.
It is interesting that few of the N-word pejoratives occur in the southeast—the part of the country with the most violent resistance to the civil rights movement in the 1960s. No point in adding insult to injury, perhaps.
The source for this map is the Omni Gazetteer, a multivolume reference work published in 19xxxxx and based largely on GNIS.



Toponyms (mostly variants) containing
“Nigger,” “Niger,” or “Nigar”

Geographic Names Information System (GNIS), 2003

No instances
in the state

•• •• 
□ . :: . ~....... ~~ -~ . :: 

.. P:)~ <> 

□ 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This more complete cartographic summary is based on a snapshot of the GNIS database obtained from the Geological Survey in 2003. The large number of N-word pejoratives reflects Phase II compilation a piecemeal process designed to identify additional named features, not just those on federal maps. Although Phase II is not complete for a handful of states—it’s not even started in a few of them--substantial additions to the counts shown her seem unlikely. I should note that although GNIS is maintained by the U.S. Geological Survey, its primary client is the U.S. Board on Geographic Names, which adjudicates usage throughout the federal government for maps and other communications.



Toponyms containing “Negro,” circa 2003

AK
HI

DC

Geographic Names Information System (GNIS), 2003

No instances
in the state

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Also based on GNIS, this map shows the distribution xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx



A Transition in Upstate New York

1943, USGS

1953, USGS

1977, 
New York
DoT
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Toponyms containing “Squaw,” c, 2003

Geographic Names Information System (GNIS), 2003
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Current toponyms containing “Squaw”

Geographic Names Information System (GNIS), 2003

No instances
in the state
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Replacement Requirements 
• No duplicate names

• Name must be locally relevant, or commemorate a 
person of great importance 

• No names commemorating persons deceased less than 
five years

• Renaming is a formal process

• State, tribal approval (generally)

• Other rules



GNIS entry
,Ji USGS GNIS (GNIS) - Microsoft Internet Explo.r-fr~~ , 

I Eile ~dit ~ew F.2_vorites I Iools Help 

IIUSGS 
National Mapping Information 

!Feature Name: 1squaw Valley 

IF eature Type: !populated place 
1.--E-I e-va_t_i o-n-(f-e e- t-) :---I 163 0 
Estimated Population ...-12-,6-9_1 ___________ _ 

(2000): 

l
~□-e-s-cr-ip-t-io_n_: ----- 14 .4 km (9 mi) north-northeast of Orange 

Cove and 48 ktll (30 rni) east of Fresno. 
(US-T121) 

1.--S-ta-te_: _______ ICaliforni a 
!County: .--IF-re-s-no __________ _ 

~IU_S_G_S_7-.5- .-x-7-.5-. _M_a_p_: -!Tucker Mountain 
I 1a titude (1111 1!'11n'nn"' ): ...-l3-64_4_2_5_N __________ _ 

l~L-.o-ng-it-ud-. e-~n-· n-n°_n_nr_n_nr-•):--l 1191445W 



Barbara Miers, flickr | Creative Commons

Denali, a.k.a. Mount McKinley



Sesquidecennial Record of the Class of 1885, Princeton University, January, 1901

U','--'------'C--..>---....:~--=- ~ - ;___ 

WHWlill A. DlOK:iEY-, 1 
9':IUka,ot Seattle, Wash.'). 

W. »ickey. has bad an eventful life. He went t.o Seattle &Dd 

Montef:)ino, Wasa, and was in t:ari'ous banJting ~d other blW­
nes&eJJ. lie pas 1looli married for some yean and has child1'8D. 
For the last fou.ri ~ears he has been much of the time in Alaska, 
where he- 0W11S several claims,. Be tliscovered ana -named Mount 
M:eKinley, :tlie l;righestmo.untain in the United States. TJie.NWJ 
York Sun published his account Qt this- His descriptions of some 

• • • 



A NARRATIVE OF THE 

FIRST COMPLETE ASCENT OF THE HIGHEST 

PEAK IN NORTH AMERICA 

To the relatively large Indian population of 
those wide regions of the interior of Alaska from 
which the mountains are visible they have always 
borne Indian names. The natives of the middle 
Yukon, of the lower three hundred miles of the 
Tanana and its tributaries, of the upper Kusko­
kwim have always called these mountains "De­
nali" (Den-ah'li) and "Denali's Wife"-either 
precisely as here written, or with a dialectical differ­
ence in pronunciation so slight as to be negligible. 



U.S. Geological Survey,
Map of Alaska, 

1:500,000, 1936

U.S. Geological Survey,
Map of Alaska, 

1:500,000, 1996



U.S. Geological
Survey, 1970

U.S. Geological
Survey, 1976
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U.S. Geological
Survey, 1995
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U.S. Geological
Survey, 1981
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glottal stops

U.S. Geological
Survey, 1998
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U.S. Geological
Survey, 1954



U.S. Geological
Survey, 1977
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U.S. Geological
Survey, 1952
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U.S. Geological
Survey, 1997
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Questions?



Geographic names authorities,
standardization and 

international cooperation

Helen Kerfoot
Former Chair, UNGEGN / 

Emeritus Scientist, Natural Resources Canada



US BGN at 100 years

• Our border through maps and names
• Surveying - 49th Parallel in the West
• “USA” in Québec
• Thousand Islands
• Across the Niagara
• Honouring American Presidents
• Men of the International Boundary
• Treatment of names of shared features

In recognition of 
international 

cooperation in 
toponymyl♦I Energy, Mines and 

Resources Canada 

Canada 

[:nergie, Mines et 
Ressources Canada 

Vol. 16 No. 1 July/juillet 1990 

Canadian Permanent Committee on Geographical Names 
Comite permanent canadien des noms geographiques 



Public enquiry – who can approve a name?

He assumed that the United Nations could approve this!

0o long.

0o lat.

Anker Point



Early days at the UN

– 1948 – UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC)

– 1959 – ECOSOC resolution 715 A (XXVII) 

– 1960 – First experts group meeting

– 1967 – First Conference on standardization
of geographical names

•  national standardization
•  basis of international standardization

•  romanization
•  resolution I/4 … foundation

2004



Cornerstone – names authorities
• Authorities come in “different shapes and sizes”

– depends on government, nature of country, languages …
(1)  No national names authority

National mapping agencies
(2)  Centralized names authority

– decisions made by one group
– sub- or advisory committees
– Madagascar, Estonia, 

Hungary

(3) Decentralized authority
– decisions at regional level
– central coordination
– Australia, Canada, Malaysia

(4)  National and regional level       
authorities
̶̶ USA, South Africa

Foreign names 
boards
e.g. BGN, PCGN, 
Poland, Bulgaria



Street names – demands of urban growth
China (Dai, 2006) The World  (You, 2009)

• Urban dwellers (UN data)
– 50%   2008
– over 80%   2030

20,000 new urban names each year



Street names

World Bank Report, 2005
50% of city streets in sub-Saharan Africa - no names or addresses
- densification of central core and urban expansion

Financing of street addressing and database initiatives
- use of numbering system, gradually augmented by names

Yaoundé, Cameroon
1670 streets listed; 6 zones; street map printed

TRG 
KATARINE 



New names board acts – cultural heritage
Burkina Faso … décret 2013
- To conserve place names
- To preserve or re-appropriate national 

toponymic heritage, relevant to 
culture and language

Tunisia … décret 2013
The CNT - conserving and developing 

the national toponymic heritage …
- preserving specifics of spoken 
Tunisian and assuring studies are 
undertaken on geographical names 

Avenue 
PASCAL 
ZAGRE 

ft Arrond1ssement 
C:, de BOGODOGO 

.:.,~..,..,~~~ 
GARE RADES MELIANE 

._r~\) ~~j-ll 
RADES ~ yl"'EZZAHRA 



Language, history, cultural heritage, identity
Toponyms link man and the land; points of reference; 

bearers of history and language; carriers of our identity



Language and history – one name or more?
Univocity

or multiple names 
to recognize 
language traditions?

Aoraki/Mount Cook

Mount Taranaki or
Mount Egmont

Mackenzie River
has 7 
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Time sequence of names authorities
• Historically many lists of place names                              

(e.g. explorers’ maps)
• Early boards

– USA  1890              Canada  1897
– Denmark  1910    Iceland  1935 
– New Zealand  1946 Ireland  1946

• Now ~ 80 countries have national authorities
• Most recent:   

– 2013 - Saudi Arabia, Burkina Faso, Tunisia
– 2010 - Sri Lanka, Denmark - Føroyar
– 2009 - Mozambique, Afghanistan, Serbia, Brazil

• Although established by law                                                    
– some boards are non-functional



Geographical Names Authorities (01/2015)

\ 
\ 

, • I , _____ ,._. 

With national names authorities No national names authorities □ Status unknown 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Self ascribed ... So sometimes not clear concept whether or not there really is a National names authority



What is

important

?



Benefits of standardized names?
Economic 
benefits

Cultural 
benefits

Technical 
benefits

Social 
benefits

e.g.  Mapping / GIS
Information 
management

e.g.  Infrastructure
Tourism promotion
Delivery services

e.g. Urban planning
Humanitarian aid
Search and rescue

e.g. Recording history
Language retention
Identity



Lack of standardized data …
• United Nations Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)
– Earthquake in Pakistan, 2005

• delays in providing assistance to remote villages
• difficult to obtain - standardized names, coordinates of villages, 

gazetteers, population statistics, maps

2005 Pakistan Earthquake 

Pa . .sta11i-contro1fed 
Kashmir 

Kashmir:' 
,.,,,. ..... ,, 

···1,.________ •• •• - •• .: 

•·Ciine of control 
ri 

• Srinagar 
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:=; Kashmir 
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I C/'linl1$&-C(ln/fC/lad 
Kashmir J 



Data or scrambled eggs?

Duplication

Repetition

Lack of
standardization

Incomplete
data

Resources lost

Security
compromised

Confusion

Bad decisions

" _____ -.eeera¥iiJ-~ x,:.-aa ur_, _ 
__ ,.,, Oddur 

Xudcl.ir • 
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Baydhaba 
Baydhabo 

Xudur 
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.Beledweyne 
Belet Weyne 

·Beled Weyn 
Balet Wayn 

8UL1lob..-d • 



IHO & SCUFN

– IHO coordinating activities
– no decisions on ocean 

names, but influence 
through publications

– S-23 Limits of Oceans and 
Seas (update 1953 edition)

– SCUFN – online gazetteer

http://www.iho.int/srv1/

International Hydrographic Organization (IHO)
GEBCO Sub-Committee on Undersea Feature Names (SCUFN)

http://www.iho.int/srv1/


Beyond Earth - IAU

– By early 1970s great interest in 
space exploration and features
on the Moon and the planets
– 1973 – WGPSN – authorizes names
– Gazetteer of Planetary Nomenclature

(USGS maintains online) 

http://www.iau.org
http://planetarynames.wr.usgs.gov

International Astronomical Union (IAU)
Working Group for Planetary System Nomenclature (WGPSN) 

1919

http://www.iau.org/
http://planetarynames.wr.usgs.gov/


Thank you!

Continued need
for standardized

geographical names
,) 

nd Islands 





Difference in mandates
• Types of named features/places … 

mandates vary

– Geographical features ... land, water
– Populated places … unincorporated
– Administrative areas … national parks, 

national defense areas, conservation 
areas, municipalities ….

– Marine and undersea features
– Constructed features … bridges, docks, 

buildings
– Urban streets, local parks
– Ephemeral features (e.g. polynas)
– Cultural associations (e.g. place where ….) 



Legislation: names, language

• Some countries have legislation regarding  the names
– Norway: since 1990 .. Norwegian, Saami & Finnish names
– Estonia:  since 1996 .. include language & spelling rules
– New Zealand: since 1998 .. Māori place names for maps
– Ireland: Official Languages Act, 2003

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
South Africa: South African Geographical Names Council
New Zealand: New Zealand Geographic Board Act
Israel: Government Names Commission
Madagascar: National Committee for Geographical Names KPMA
Malaysia National Committee for Geographical Names (NCGN)



Growth of national names authorities
- dates of first establishment
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SCAR

– collated names since 1992
– online gazetteer (CGA)
– >12 languages; 5 scripts
– 19,303 features
– with variants = 37,325 names
– linked to SCAR maps
– > 1/3 names supplied by 

USA/BGN

http://data.aad.gov.au/aadc/gaz/scar
UNGEGN with SCAR since 1996

Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research (SCAR)

http://data.aad.gov.au/aadc/gaz/scar
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Αθήνα
Xhosa name … one of 11 languages



UNGEGN structure

24
linguistic/geographical

divisions

D i v i s i o n s

UN Conferences on the Standardization
of Geographical Names (UNCSGN)

Country Names

Toponymic Data Files and Gazetteers

Publicity and Funding

Training Courses in Toponymy

Exonyms

Pronunciation

Toponymic Terminology

Romanization Systems

UN Group of Experts on
Geographical Names

(UNGEGN)
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Evaluation & Implementation

Geographical names as cultural heritage
Toponymic Guidelines

Coordinator

Task Team for Africa

UNGEGN Bureau

UNGEGN Secretariat
(UN Statistics Division)

UNGEGN liaison
with scientific groups
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Brochure explaining 
origins and functions 
of BGN and its 
relationship to the 
United States 
Geological Survey. 

The United States 
Board on Geographic Names 

(US BGN) 

An Introduction to 
the US BGN 

PROVIDING OFFICIAL GEOGRAPHIC 

NOMENCLATURE FOR OVER 100 
YEARS 

Qnformation current as of February 2013) 



Domestic Names 

The origins of the US BGN can be traced to the 
• surge of exploration , settlement, and economic 

exploitation of the American West after the Civil 
War. Contradictions and inconsistencies con­
cerning names of geographic features were a 
serious problem for surveyors, mapmakers, 
government officials, and scientists who re­
quired uniform and unambiguous geographic 
nomenclature. In 1890 President Benjamin 
Harrison created the Board and gave it the au­
thority to resolve unsettled geographic names 
questions. Decisions of the Board were - and 

'---------



The End –
Just Kidding!



The BGN has its intellectual roots in the 
earliest map-making efforts.  As 

societies became more complex, the 
necessity to name and define 
geographic entities assumed 

increasingly greater importance.  These 
names were incorporated in maps, 

charts, gazetteers, peripli (portolani, 
routiers, rutters, coast pilots, etc.), 

census listings, and related documents.  



The Tabula Peutingeriana – dates to Emperor Augustus.  555 cities, 3500 place names.  
Approximately 15 B.C.E. produced under direction of Marcus Vipsanius Agrippa.

or ""°' 
~ " LCl)olW~ 



Listing of place names and geographic coordinates produced by Claudius Ptolemy 
AD 150.  Approximately 8000 place names with latitude/longitude coordinates 
were recorded. 
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Domesday Book -1086.  Over 13,000 place names ordered by 
county and then hierarchy of ownership.  Primarily for taxation. 

,,.. f - { '1 



The questions asked can be summarized as follows:
1.What is the manor called? 
2.Who held it in the time of King Edward (in 1066)? 
3.Who holds it now (in 1086)? 
4.How many hides are there (what is its tax assessment)? 
5.How many plough (team)s on the demesne (local lord’s own land) 
and among the men (rest of the village)? 
6.How many free men, sokemen , villans, cotta[ge]rs , slaves ? 
7.How much woodland, meadow, pasture, mills, fisheries? 
8.How much has been added to or taken away from the manor? 
9.How much was the whole worth (1066) and how much now (1086)? 
10.How much had or has each freeman and each sokeman? 
All the above questions to be recorded three times: in the time of King 
Edward (1066), when William gave it (often 1066), and now (1086)

The Domesday Book was concerned primarily with relating place 
names to the wealth of the kingdom for taxation purposes.  

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/domesday/glossary/default.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/domesday/glossary/default.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/domesday/glossary/default.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/domesday/glossary/default.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/domesday/glossary/default.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/domesday/glossary/default.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/domesday/glossary/default.htm


An original page 
from the 
Domesday Book



The Cassini map-1815 completion. 62,000 place names. 
First national map based on geodetic principles.  



Noah Webster, the first great American Orthographer.  
1802 (?) American Spelling Book
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Webster’s 
spelling and 
pronunciation of 
selected place 
names in the 
United States.  

ll t , 
f..lv 

C11111ti,1, 
Hart-fard 
New Ha-Yen 
New Lon-doa 
Wind41am 
Fair-field 
Litch-6eld 
Mid·dle-fex ' 
Tol;and· 

Counties~ • 
New-York 
Rich-mood 
King'5;touA•ty 
Q.ueen's-coun-ty 
Suf.folk 
Al-ba-ny 
Wei\ Chef-ter 
Or-ange 
Ul-fier 
Duch-efs 
Mont-gc,.me-ry 
WaAi-ing-toa 
Co IIJm-bi-a. 
Clin-tsn 
Scho-ha-ry 
0t-fe-go 
He<-ke-mer 
On-ta-rio 
l'tenf-fe-laer 
'J'i-o-ga 
Steu-ben 
On-on-da~e 

Cou,itie1, 
Ber-gen 
M id-{}le.fex 
Ef.fex 
Som-er-fet 
'Mon-m0u1h 
:Mor-ris 
C11m,bcr-land 

AN EASY STANDAU. 
CONNECTICUT. 

f:a,tital T&wn.t, 
Hart-ford 
New Ha-veil 
N'e~ Lon.don 
Wind.ham 
Fair-fielii 
Lit~h-lield 
Mid-die-town 

. .Toi-and 
NEW-YORK.1 .,. . . 

.Capilal 'ro1vns.' ' · 
The Ci1)! 
Rid1~mo1i<l 
Flat-bulb 
Ja-mai-ca 
South-hold 
.Al-ba~ny· 
W el\ Chef,ter ' •· 
(T~lhen' •·· 
King-!lon , , 
Pough-keep-fie._,. 
Jolm-1\own 
Sa-lem 
Clav-er-ak 
~Jattf-burg 
Scho-ha-ry 
Coop-er's Town 
Whitef-town 
Can-an-dar-qua 
Troy 
New-town 
Bath 
Cip-i-o 

.-Pronounced Pokepfe, 

NEW-JERSEY. 
Capital To~v1is, . 

Der-gen 
Am-boy 
New-ark 
P, ince-ton 
Free-hold 
Mor-rif-town 
llridge-tow11 ..__ 

01" PRONUNCIATION. 

Ca1111tles, 
Phi.tlMlcrl-pbi-a 
Clle£.ter 
Biicks 
Lb-c:af-ter · 
York 
Cmn-ber-land 
Berks . 
North-amp-ton · 
led-ford 
North-um-her-land 
Wel\-more-land 
Walh-iug-ton 
Frank-tin 
J)au.phin -
l'iy-ette 
Lu-acme 
Mont-go-mer,y • 
Del-a-ware 
:llilF-lin 
'Hant-ing-doa 
AJ.le-ga-ny 

Countiu, 
:New C'.U:.tle 
Kent 
Suf.fex 

Cbief Tow,,,. 
New-ton 
Bar-ling-tan 
Had-d0n,6eld 
Sa-lem 
Tren-ton • 

PnlNSYLVANIA, . 
Capital T1111•1tf. 

l'h i-la.de 1-phia 
Wei\ Chef-ttt 
New-town 
l:.an-c:a{:.ter 
York 
Car-liile· 
Rcad-ing • 
Ear-ton 
Beel-ford • 
Sun-bu-ry 
Greent:burg 
Walh.-ing-toa • 
Cham-berf-toR 
Har-rif-burgb 
Un-ion 
Wilkf-b:u-r• 
N or-rif-t0wa 
Ckef-ter 
Lew-if-buritb ' 
Hant-ing.cfon 
Pittf-burgb 

DELAWARE. 
Capital Tow111. 

New Caf-u. 
Do-nr 
Lew-il-llCIWJI 

MARYLAND. 
Countie,, W orcefier, Somerfet, Dorcheficr, TaThot, Q.!!eea 

.Ann'i, Kent, Caroline, Cecil, \\'a"!ingteo, St.Mary'e, C~arles, 
Prince George, Montgomery, Frederick, Am:c Arundle,Balcunou:, 
Hartford, Calvert, Allegany. 

VlRGfNf.A. 
r .. ,m11tie1,- Amherft, Henrico, Ritbmond, Ohio, Prince Willi­

am, Charlotte, Pendl~ton-, Jarwea City, Northumbttland. Naarc~ 
. , Jl11dtlogham, King 111'1 Q.\!_een, Stalotd, )lccklenbiiriha 



November 7, 1805 – “Ocian in view! 
O! the joy.”    “Great joy in camp we 
are in view of the Ocian, this great 
Pacific Octean which we been So 
long anxious to See.”  William 
Clark. 

Lewis and Clark 
Expedition 1804-1806.  
Apparently William Clark 
was not influenced by 
Webster’s American 
Spelling Book. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
William Clark upon first spying the Pacific Ocean at the mouth of the Columbia River.  The Columbia River was the object of the first surveys by the CS on the West Coast. 





LIST 

OF 

IN TllE 

WITH THE 

NAMES OF THE l"OST-MASTERS7 

OF TllE 

COUNTIES AND STATES, TO WHICH THEY BELONG; ' THI: 
DISTANCES FROM THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, AND 

THE SEATS OF STATE GOVEltNMENTS, 

RESPECTIVELY; 

E:rl,ibiting the State of Post-Office11, on t!•e 1st of Ju11e, 1828. 

BY DIRECTION OF THE 

l"OST ... MASTI!ll GEHEllAI., 

Mas~ington : 
WAY & GIDEON, PRINTERS, 

•••••••• •••• ••• •••••• ••• 
1828. 

Office. 

Shelburn 
Shelhy 
Shelby 
Shelby Basin 
Shelbyville 
Slielbyville (c. h.) 
Shelbyville (c. h.j 
Shelb)ville ( c. l'-) 
Shelbyville (c. l,.j 
Sheldon 
Sheldon 
Shepherdstown 
Shepherdstown 
Shepherdsville (c. h.) 
Sherburne 
Sherburne 
Sherburne 
Sherburne 
Sherburne Mills 
Sheridan 
Sherman 
Sherman 
Shen-ard's Store 
Sherril's Ford 
Sherwood's Comer 
Sheshequin 
Shieldsboro (,. h.) 
S_hiloah 
Shiner's Mills 
Shingle Creek 
Shir.nston 
Shippen 
Shippensburgh 
Shippensville 
Shippingport 
Shirley 
Shirleysbnr[h 
Shivers' Mil s 
Shoals of Ogechee 
Sbober's Mills 
Shoreham 
Short Mountain 
Short Pump 
Short Tract 
Shown's Cross Roads 
Shrewsbury 
Shrewsbury 
Shrewsbury 
Slu·ewsbu1-y 
Shrewsbury 
Shutsh11ry 
Sibylsville 
Sidney 
Sidney · 
Si~ln,-y . 
Si,Iney Plains 

C11Unty. 

Franklin ' 
Genesee 
Macomb 
Orleans 
Shelby 
Bedford 
Shelby 
Shelby 
Shelby 
Ft-anklin 
Genesee 
Cumberland 
Jefferson 
Bullet 
Rutland 
Middlesex 
Chenani:co 
Beaufort 
Fleming 
Cbautauque 
Fairfield 
Huron 
Hampshire 
Lincoln 
Cayuga 
Bradfot•d 
Hancock 
Camden 
Lycoming 
St. Lawrence 
Harrison 
M.'Kea,i 
Cumberland 
Venango 
J efferson 
Middlesex 
Huntingdon 
Warren 
Hancock 
Jefferson 
Addison 
Crawfo1-cl. 
Henrico 
Alleghany 
Centre 
Hutland 
Worcester 
Monmouth 
York 
Kenhawa 
F1-anklin 
Frederick 
Kennebeck 
Delaware 
Shelby 
Delaware 

State. Postma3ters. 
___!!i!!:_frum 
Wash- State 

ington. Cap. -
Ms Walter W ells 405 109 
NY Andrew A. Ellicott 406 246 
:\tic T William Smith 569 3.8 
NY Christian Groff~ jr. 410 266 
Al Jack ·Shackleford 820 56 
Te Thomas Davis 705 50 
K Robert Brenham 562 24 
In William 0. Little 569 25 
ll Joseph Oliver 799 35 
Vt .loshua W. Sheldon 532 62 
NY Fitch Chipman 385 264 
Pa ))avid Sheffer 108 4 
\'a John T. Cookers 74 191 
I{ Abraham Field 607 69 
Vt Cepl1as Wood 466 67 
Ms Calvin -Sanger 418 18 
NY Silvester P. Scoville 352 102 
SC David Fitts 647 158 
K John Andrews 450 82 
NY Titus Roberts 385 370 
Ct Isaac Sherwood 319 57 
0 Rufus S. Price 4~8 99 
Va A. ll. Alexander 98 184 
NC Michael Sherrill 415 160 
NY Allen Thomas 389 164 
Pa Joseph Kingsbul'y 292 • Hs2 
Mi John B. Joulme 1189 168 
~c Peter Elliott 282 234 
Pa · Andrew Shiner 234 124 
NY James Dailev 487 189 
Va Asa J. Shinn 235 251 
Pa Elisha Chadwick 285 185 
l'a David M'Clure 104 38 
Pa n ichard Shippen 295 195 
K Nicholas Berthoud 593 55 
Ms Thomas Whitney 474 38 
Pa James M•Donald 139 82 
Ga James Shivers 629 :l4 
Ga Thomas 1:heely 638 38 
0 John Shober 307 ]32 
Vt Moses Seymour 457 ,BS 
ArT Gilbert Marshall 1146 35 
Va R. H. Saunders 114 9 
NY Elias Smith 345 275 
Te Greene Moore 443 276 
Vt Stephen Gleason 451 81 
Ms Calvin R. Stone 407 38 
N J Benjamin White 202 35 
Pa Philip Folckemmer 70 40 
Va 1Villiam Shrewsbury 338 277 
Ms Joseph Smallidge, jr. 392 77 
llld William M. Flautt 83 56 
Me Crosby Barton 621 68 
NY George Tbatche1· 343 104 
0 J,mes Welhi 481 82 
NY Nathan Edgerton 347 101 



Post Offices grew from 75 in 
1789 to 7,003 by 1827.  
Thence 18,417 by 1850 and 
62,401 by 1890.  Besides 
naming new post offices, 
many were either stricken 
from the listing over time, or 
renamed.  The Post Office 
kept track of all these 
changes through time.  

·-

Years. 

--1789 
1790 
17n 
1792 
1793 
1794 
1795 
1796 
797 

1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
18!9 
1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
1826 
; ~27 

No.of 
Post 

Offices 

--
75 
75 
89 

195 
209 
~50 
453 
468 
554, 
639 
677 
903 

1025 
1114 
1258 
1405 
1558 
1710 
1848 
1944 
2012 
2300 
2403 
2610 

3000 
3260 
3459 
3618 
4000 
4500 
4650 
4799 
5043 
5182 
5677 
61$0 
7003 

151 

TABLE OF THE 

POST-OFFICE ESTABLISBMI:NT, 

FROM li89 TO 182i, INCLUSIVE 

Compen-4mount lnciden-of postag ... sation to Tronspor- Nett Reve-
post mas- tal ex- tation of nue. 

ters. penses. the Mnil, 
Du!lur.,, Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. 
----

37,95.S 8,198 1,861 22,081 5,795 
4o,294 10,312 3,092 23,29:3 9,597 
67,444 16,518 5,28,1 32,731 12,913 

104,747 21,646 5,660 44,734 32,707 
128,947 27,156 9,812 53,()05 38,974 
160,620 30,272 l~,262 75,359 42,7Zl 
195,067 . 35,730 14,353 81,489 63,495 
213,998 4·7,109 13,62S 89,:,82 63,884 
232,977 56,035 16,035 107,014 53,893 
264,846 63,958 14,605 109,475 76,808 
280,804 69,243 16,107 128,644 66,810, 
320,443 79,338 23,363 152,450 65,292 
327,045 85,587 21,658 174,671 45,129 
351,813 93,170 24,084, 205,110 29,459 
389,450 107,716 24,231 205,555 51,948 
421,37;! I 11,552 26,180 239,635 44,006 
446,106 119,785 25,895 267,893 32,533 
478,763 129,041 32,093 292,751 24,878 
460,564 128,653 28,676 305,499 --
505,634 141,579 23,516 332,917 8,622 
5al,684 14-9,438 18,565 327,966 55,715 
587,247 159,244 20,689 319,166 88,148 
64•9,'208 177,422 22,117 340,6'26 109,043 
70J,155 221,848 20,605 438,559 22,14:, 
730,370 234,354 17,17() 475,602 3,244 

1,043,06.; 241,901 18,441 487,779 294,944 
961,782 265,944 16,508 i21,970 157,360 

1,002,973 303,916 23,41!1 589,189 86,458 
1,130,235 346,429 Z4-,792 664,611 94-,403 
1,204,737 375,828 24,152 717,881 S(i,876 
1,111,927 352,295 26,206 782,425 --
1,059,087 337,599 3 1,003 815,681 --
1,117,490 355,299 23,655 788,618 · --
l,1.'l0,115 360,462 29,069 767,464 --
1,197,758 383,804 35,276 768,939 9,739 
1,306,525 411,183 32,214 785,646 77,482 
1,447,703 44i ,727 33,885 885,100 sa,991 
1,524,633 486,411 40,1?03 94.-;,345 55,5,74 

JOHN l\f'LF.AN 

~:xtent in 
\Jiles of 

Post-roads. 

1,875 
1,905 
5,642 
5,642 

11,984 
13,207 
13,207 
16,180 
16,180 
]6,18!J 
20,817 
22,309 
25,315 
25,315 
29,556 
31,076 
33,431 
33,755 
34,035 
34,035 
36,406 
315,406 
39,37S 
39,54() 
4!,736 
43,748 
48,67S 
5!2,069 
59,4,73 
67,586 
72,492 
78,808 
8Z,763 
84,860 
84,860 
94,052 
94,052 

105,336 

Post-M'aster General 

PosT•OFJ.11cE DEPARTMENT, i 
1st June, 1828, S 



Post Office cartography - Legend of the First United States 
Post Route Map - 1796

- - - - JJY 

,. //21/t/;r'/ /JI / z}/1/11'1/~ /;//I . ,.) 

I 

Ui·,:J:nn of r -:-] Ci 3 •t • 

Library ~f Cv1'{':t:.::.. ) , 

\\" II ,r,,!, ... 1,m l, , _ _ 

3( 



1/.1/S II_" ~ 

('1101 · I I// 1 

~VHXlf'O 



Section of first Post Route Map 1796 
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Ferdinand Rudolph 
Hassler, first 
Superintendent of 
the United States 
Coast Survey.  The 
Coast Survey was 
among the earliest 
mapping agencies 
concerned with 
orthography.

FERDINAND RUDOLPH HASSLER ( 1770 18431. 



“He was quaint in his language, particularly in his 
orthography, cautioning his assistants always to inquire 
closely into the derivation and spelling of the names of 
localities in our surveys.  He would never accept the 
spelling of ‘Neversink’, one of the prominent points near 
Sandy Hook, but insisted upon ‘Navesink’ as the correct 
orthography; and upon every name put down by us on 
the charts he would make his comments.”  RADM 
Benjamin Sands, 1899.  From Reefer to Rear-Admiral.  
Pp. 90-91.  Commenting upon Ferdinand Rudolph 
Hassler (1770-1843), First Superintendent of the United 
States Coast Survey.   



“Neversunk”  “Neversink” - “Navesink” and so it is today.  
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Alexander Dallas Bache, 
grandson of Benjamin Franklin, 
Second Superintendent of the 
Coast Survey (1806-1867).  
Issued instructions concerning 
correct orthography of place 
names.  Also, commissioned 
first study of Native-American 
place names.  

ALEXANDER DALLAS BACHE ( 11106 1B671 
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List of Bays, Harbors, and Anchorages in U.S. waters as of 1856 compiled under 
direction of Bache.  Note signature:  A. P. Hill, a future Confederate General.
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“The transliteration of Indian names has 
everywhere been a fruitful source of 
differences in spelling, inasmuch as no 
two persons understand alike or render 
into the same English characters the 
obscure sounds of Indian names.”  
Second Report of BGN. 



“I have the honor to present to 
you the following attempt at an 
examination of the geographical 
nomenclature of the coast of 
Maine, for the purpose of 
furnishing a list of the names of 
Indian origin, with their proper 
orthography, as far as it now can 
be ascertained, and their 
interpretation….” Reverend 
Edward Ballard, 1868 Annual 
Report of the Superintendent of 
the Coast Survey, Appendix No. 
14.  Geographical Names on the 
Coast of Maine.

The Reverend Edward Ballard
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Index with listing of hundreds of place names in Southeast Alaska
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Otter Souml . . . .. 00 

P. 

P nmplo111t Hoek& 
J>a\•loff JTurbor ......... . 
J•cril Strait.. 
('(lf!lCIJa nl or}'al'CM"CIJ l8la.nd 
Point11 , 

.A.nehor .. 
Anmcr .. 
Ardc11 
.,_\n:;rl.Mita . 
D.1kcr .. . . . 
l:kmki, .. . 
ll.uU .. 
lkde . . . 
lleutiuck .. . 
lliu,!'lmm . . . 
IJorla110 . 
Hrhlgct.. 
Cool. 
Cornwa llis. 
Countc/Jil .... 
Cuu\' Ctdeu 
DiwltLKou . . .. 
Uriy ... 
1'!li7.a. 
JWl11. 
l:lrlu::,.-1011 ... 
Gard ner. .......• 
G ihuonr ..... . 
O01-e .. . 

JlnrriA . ... 
lli~{:,,j1111 ••••• 

llighflcltl . . 

1'8 
10< 
l'U 

10; , 108 . ., 
11, 
11 3 
10, ~, 
"' J6' , .. 
153 
128 

" 100 
185 
109 
16' 
10, 

" 12 
IOI 
102 
168 

. . . • ......... ... 10-2 

173 
. .. ... 168 

Jlobl11'l ••• • ·····•-•········· 

10-2 
7> 
8'.? 

11:? 
112 

10-2 
115 
109 
J!IO 
105 
73 
eo 

IJugli . 
J{in1,:;11u ill 

J.:1m\cr .... 
.Macari n'1y .... 
M.acke1n1!0. 
lihnw.len .• 
l l1111kd yi10 .. 
:\k~111·icr .. . . 



Gazetteer of Railway Stations in the United States and the 
Dominion of Canada 1874

STATION. COUNTY AND STATE. I NAME OF ROAD. 

L'Anguille ......... St. Francis, Ark .... • Memphis & Little Rock . ..... . ...... ....... . 
+L1 Anse ........ . ... . Houghton, .Mich . . .. . :Marquette, HoughtoR & On ton. ::J O .... 15ex> 

L 1 A nse a Giles ..... L'lslet, Quebec ..... Grand Trunk . ... ......... . ............... . 
+Labadje ............ Fran.klini 1\1:o .... . .. :\1i~souri P~cific p; .... :·• ............... 125 
+La Belle ..... ....... Lew1s, l\ o ....... ... Quincy, l\.l1ssour1 & Pacific . .. ............... . 
+Labette . ............ Labette, Kan ....... l\1issouri, Kansas & Texas □ .............. 2 50 

Labran .. ... ... ..... Fremont, Colorado,. Den"er & Rio Grande O ... .......... . ... 3ex> 
+ Labuda .. ........... Adams, 111.. .. ...... Toledo, \Vabash & \\Testern "-··· ........ 5ex> 
+Lac:\die ... ........... S t. John's, Quebec .. Grand Trunk ......... . 

Lacesco .. . . . .... \Vestmoreland, Pa .. Alleiheny VaJley ... ... . . .. ....... ... . ... . 
Laceyville . ..... . . .. \Vyoming, Pa ....... Lehigh Valley :. "1 ... .... ... . .... ... : . . .. . 3ex> 

+Lackawanna .... . . . Luzerne, Pa .... .. Delaware, Lack. & \Ve!>tern O. .. . .. .... . 
+Lackawaxen ........ Pike, Pa ........ . Erie_ D "/:i ... . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. 5ex> 

Lack. and Bloom. Jn. Luzerne, Pa.· ....... Lehigh Valley o... .. .. ... .. . .. ... .. ... .. . 
+La Clede ..... ... . .. Fayette. 111. .... . . Illinois Central r .. . ... . ............... 125 

L CJ d ' L' ~1 J Burlington & South-western ::, 6 . ..... 700 
+ + a e e . .. .. • • • • "i mn, o .... • • • • • • • l Hannibal & St. Joseph .............. ... . .. 

La Clede .... ...... . . St. Louis, l\fo .. .... i\Iissouri Pacific ............ .. ............ 150 
+Lachine .. . . .... ..... 1JacquesCartier,Que. Grand Trunk .............................. . 

++La Colle .......... . . St. Johns, Quebec .. Grand Trunk □ .. . . . . ......... . ... ... ...... . 
+ + Lacon: ..... . ...... ·1·l\1arshall, IIL ....... Chicago & Alton C'.. . . . ......... .. . ... 2000 
++Laconia .. .. .... .. ... Belknat>, N. H ...... 

1
Boston, Concord & 1\lontreal O .. . . . . ... ... . 

+Lac-qui-parle . . ..... Lac-qu1-parle,Minn. Chicago & North-western .................. . 
+La Cresce nt ......... Houston, 1\linn ..... 1Chicag:o, Dubuque & ~1innesota O .... 380 

La Crescent Junction Houston, :Olinn ..... Chicago, l\filwaukee & St. Paul. .. . . ..... ... . 
+ La Crosse.. . . ..... ,·Hancock, Ill ... .... . 

1

Toledo. Peoria & \Varsaw ... .. ... ..... . . 
L C L p t y d j Louisville, New Alb. & Chic. □ 0 ... .. .. 25 

+ a rosse. • • • • • • •
1 

a or e, n • • • • • • l Pittsburg, Cincinnati & St. Louis ......... . 
Ii Chicago, Dubuque & Minn. •7 0 ....... 77s5 

+ +La Crosse. . .

1

La Crosse, \\'is ..... · 1 Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul. .......... . 
Southern ifinnesota. .. . . . . . . . . ........ .. . 

Lacton ......... . IDu Page, Ill.' .... .. . hicago, Burlington & Quincy .. .. .... . .. .. . 
Lacy . .. ..... • ..... . Ocean,_ N. J.. . . Tuckerton............ . ........ 50 

+ Laddonia .. ...... ... Audrain, 1\lo .. ... .. Chicago & Alton O.... . . . ............ 50 
+ Ladiga .... ......... . 

1

Ca1houn, Ala .. .. Selma, Rome & Dalton .... .. ..... .. • . ... 175 
++Ladoga .. . · .. . ....... ~lontgomery, Ind .. - IL01:1isville. New Alb. & Chic~go :.J O . .... . 878 

+Ladora ... ...... . ... I owa, Ia ... ......... Chicago_, Rock Island & Pacific - O .... .. 125 
+Ladore ... ...... .... Neosho, Kan ....... i\lissoun, Kansas & Texas ...... .. ..... ... 50 

Ladson 's . ... . . .... . Charleston, S. C ... . ,South Carolina .......... .... . . . ....... .... . 
+ La Due . ... . ..... . .. Henry , l\Io .. . ...... :\fis:-ouri. Kansas & Texas .. .............. .. . 

+ +Lafargeville .... ... .. Jefferson, N. Y ... .. . Utica & Black River =i. .... . . . .. 350 
Lafayette .. ......... Chambers, Ala . .... . East Alabama & C incinnati.. ... .. ... . 

+Lafayette. ..... . Stark, Ill.. .. . . Peoria & Rock Island O ... . ..... . . ..... ... . 
I I Cincinnati, Lafayette & Chic . ..J O .. 20,000 

++Lafayette.. T" I d I Indianapolis, Cincinnati & Laf .. ... . 
• • • ippecanoe, n • • • • l Louisville, New Albany & C Ricago .. 

Toledo, ,va~ash & \Vestern .... ... . 
Lafayette. . Baltimore, )(d. Baltimore & Potomac ...... . 

+ Lafayette. . . . . . Sussex, N. J .. .... Sussex . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
+Lafayette . . . .. Onondaga, N. Y ... Delaw are, Lack. & Western D O ... .. .. . 

Lafayette.. . .. Allen, 0..... . ... Pittsburg, Fort ,vayne & Chicago o ...... 350 

Lafayette . ......... ,Montiomery, Pa . . . Philade\phia & Reading ............ .... . 
Lafayette .. ......... Bell, fenn ...... .. . )Jemph1s & Charleston C' o . ... .... . . .. . -375 

L f • Ch' w· I Chicago, J\lilwaukee & St. Paul. ... .. .. . .. . 
+ a ayette. • • • • • • • • • • 1 •ppewa, ts •• • • • 1) Chica o & North-western ... ... ... .. ..... . 

Lafayette Junction .. Tippecanoe, Ind ... Toledb,,\,abash & ,vestern .... . .. ......... . 
+Laflin .... . .. . . . .. .. 

1
Bollinger'pl\Io ... ... St. Louis, Iron l\.lountain & Southern □ ..... . 

Laflin .. .. ... .... ... . Luzerne, a ... ..... . Central of New Jersey ................... .. . 
+La Fourche .... . ... . La Fourche, La . . .. l\iorg:an's Louisiana & Texas. 

La Fourche .... .... . Ouachita, La.. . North L ouisia'f1a & Texas .. . 
+ La Fox ........ .... Kane, Ill ... . .... Chicago & North-wes_tem c: .......... Yoo 

J Atlanta & \Vest Pomt o O. . . . . . .25ex> 
+La Grange. . • . Troup, Ga •.. .. .•. ·I ) North & South Georgia ............. . 

La Grange ......... . Cook, 111 .... . ... ... . Chicago, Burlington & Quincy. .:180 
++LaGrange ..... ..... La Grange, Ind . .... !Grand Rapids & Indiana o O . .......... 16oo 

+Pos/Office. +~Woney~;~de,.. P . 0. _□E~t!:,es!_,0.flice..:_ _O Teleg-rap/t J_tation-: -



Thomas Corwin Mendenhall, 
Seventh Superintendent of the 
C&GS, physicist, college 
professor, seismologist, 
geophysicist, named ampere, 
volt, and ohm at International 
Electrical Congress of 1893

LCDR Richardson Clover, 
Hydrographer of the Navy, 
Superintendent of the Navy 
Hydrographic Office.  Served ten 
years in the Coast Survey, four in 
Alaska as commanding officer of 
the C&GS Ship PATTERSON

These two men met in 
the first week of 1890 
to discuss problems 
with Alaska place 
names.  Mendenhall 
expanded the concept 
to include all 
government agencies 
concerned with 
nation-wide 
orthography.  



President Benjamin Harrison 1889-1893.  Among the major issues 
facing his administration were civil service reform, the administration 
of Civil War pensions and the regulation of tariffs. The spending 
policies of the federal government during Harrison's term earned the 
legislative branch the moniker "the Billion Dollar Congress."

* 
____ ___:JJ 



Among Benjamin Harrison’s lesser known 
accomplishments was the establishment of a “Board 
on Geographic Names.”  His Executive Order dated 
September 4, 1890, stated:

“As it is desirable that uniform usage in regard to 
geographic nomenclature and orthography obtain 
throughout the Executive Departments of the 
Government, and particularly upon the maps and 
charts issued by the various Departments and 
Bureaus, I hereby constitute a Board on Geographic 
Names….”



Henry Gannett, 
Chief Geographer, 

USGS

LCDR Richardson Clover, 
Hydrographer of the Navy
And Secretary of the Board

Herbert Gouverneur
Ogden, USC&GS, VP 
National Geographic 

Society

Thomas Corwin 
Mendenhall, 

USC&GS.  First 
Chairman of the 

BGN

The Executive Committee – Prepares material for full board to review



Otis T. Mason
Smithsonian 
Ethnologist 

Captain H. L. Howison
Lighthouse Board

Andrew H. Allen
State Department

Marcus Baker, USGS
and NGS

Pierson Bristow, 
Post Office

Maj. Thomas Turtle
US Army C of E



“After the American Civil War there was a surge of 
mapping and scientific reporting associated with the 
exploration, mining, and settlement of the western 
territories.  Inconsistencies and contradictions among 
the many names, their spellings, and applications 
became a serious problem to mapmakers and 
scientists who required uniform, nonconflicting
geographic nomenclature. As a result, President 
Benjamin Harrison signed an Executive Order on 
September 4, 1890, establishing the United States 
Board on Geographic Names. “
Donald Orth and Roger Payne in: Domestic Geographic Names: 
Principles, Policies, and Procedures.  1987, online 2003.



To ascertain whether the BGN was formed in 
response to the “surge of exploration, settlement, 
and economic exploitation of the American West”  
after the Civil War, an analysis of both Bulletin 1 of 
the BGN and the first ten years of names decisions of 
the Board was made.  It would seem that if the above 
statement is correct, decisions concerning western 
states place names, particularly those of the 
intermontane west, should dominate the early 
activities of the BGN.  Alaska also, perhaps because of 
the initial meeting between Mendenhall and Clover, 
has also been invoked as a prime mover for the 
formation of the BGN.  



Decisions of BGN Bulletin No. 1, December 31, 1890

ALASKA (155)
Maine (15)         California(4)          New York (3)          Massachusetts (2)          
Washington (2)        Colorado (1)          Oregon  (1)             Connecticut (1)             
North Carolina (1)    Florida(1)              District of Columbia (1)        Maryland  (1)

Arizona + New Mexico + Utah + Nevada + Idaho + 
Montana + Wyoming =  0



Second Report of BGN 1890-1899.

SECOND REPORT 

OF 

Tim UNITED STATES BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES. 

1890 - 18 99 . 

SECOND EDl'l~lON. 

WASHINGTON: 
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE. 

:MAncn, 1001. 



Generic Terms
Civil Terms (2132)
Nautical Terms (1496)

Terrestrial Physiographic Terms (172)



Post Office (1045)   
Township (436) Island (358)    RR Station (330)

Points (231)         Cities (194)      Mountains (165)      Towns (140)      

Bays (127)                           Post Lights (108)                  Landings (106)

Generic Features with over 100 occurences in 2nd Report .  
There are forty additional generic terms found in the first 10 
years of decisions, most of which are nautical in nature.



Regional Decisions 
by BGN 1890-1899.

Decisions east of Mississippi River  2319

Decisions west of Mississippi River 1297

Foreign 503



Cumulative blue states are top 1/3 of names decisions; white represents 
middle 1/3 of names decisions; and red bottom 1/3

.J 



258 New York
228 Alaska
178 Massachusetts
167 Pennsylvania
163 Maryland
148 California
141 New Jersey

Highest number of names decisions per state in 
first ten years of BGN activity.   1283 total.



131 Virginia
125 Washington
122 Tennessee
106 Minnesota
106 Ohio
104 Maine
103 Kansas

91 Illinois
85 Missouri
81 Indiana

79 N. Carolina
78 Florida
77 Georgia
76 Michigan
74 W. Virginia
67 Iowa
66 Connecticut
62 Louisiana
61 Alabama
60 Nebraska

Middle third of data as per Cartogram algorithm. 
1754 name decisions. 



55 Wisconsin
47 Colorado
46 Oregon
46 South Carolina
45 Kentucky
39 Montana
39 Mississippi
31 Texas
29 Arkansas
27 Indian Terr./OK
24 Delaware
22 South Dakota

18 NH
17 Utah
16 Rhode Island
15 Vermont
10 N. Dakota
10 Wyoming

9 Idaho
8 Arizona
8 Dist. of Col.
7 Nevada
4 Hawaii
3 New Mexico

Bottom 24 states and territories have 593 decisions. 



Cartogram of number of names per state.  Relative 
size a function of area and number of names. 



Washington, D.C 114.3
Massachusetts 17.0
New Jersey 16.2
Rhode Island 13.3
Maryland 13.1
Connecticut 12.0
Delaware 9.6
New York 4.7
Pennsylvania 3.6
Virginia 3.1

Montana 0.3
South Dakota 0.3
Utah 0.2
Wyoming 0.1
Texas 0.1
North Dakota 0.1
Nevada 0.1
Idaho 0.1
Arizona 0.1
New Mexico 0.02

Names Decisions per 1,000 square miles per state –
BGN decision intensity.

10 highest intensity states 10 lowest intensity states



Names decisions per 1,000 square miles per state – Measure of 
BGN decision intensity

., 



Cartogram of BGN name decision intensity.   Name 
decisions per thousand square miles per state. 

..J 



George Davidson, 
1869 Coast Pilot

William Healy Dall
Pacific Coast Pilot: 
Coast and Islands of 
Alaska 1879

Marcus Baker:  Dall’s
assistant and 1890-93 BGN

Herbert Gouverneur
Ogden 1890-1893 BGN

ALASKA 
and the 

BGN



Alaska and the BGN

Two or three hundred Alaska names presented to board early on for 
consideration

First Bulletin of BGN reported 155 Alaska decisions and 241 names 
superceded.  The majority of which were coastal. 

Magnitude of Alaska names decisions issues became apparent so Board 
appointed Marcus Baker of USGS and Herbert Gouverneur Ogden of C&GS as 
a committee to research Alaska names. 

By 1893 Ogden had compiled 2400 names in Southeast Alaska, Baker 1900 
names for the rest of Alaska.  

Work stopped for eight years.  Thence first great territorial compilation of 
names was published by the BGN.  A year later the Alaska compilation was 
published by the USGS.



Produced by Naval Hydrographic Office, published by BGN.
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Espirit u Santo, cah,1. 
Estancia, fondeadt'ro. 
Estilete, monlt>. 
E ulalia, Yilleta. 
E ulili, puuta. 
E uatasia, hantay, y punta 

Faltabin, i,-Ja. 
Famosa, \·illl'ta. 
Farol, h•ln, r puma. 
Faunil, (.>i-lt.1 ro. 
Fernandez , punta. 
Filan trop ia, p11ntu. 

Flaca , puntn. 
F lechas, pnntn. 
Fon t, i,-Ja. 
Foon-P andanan, JJ\1111:1. 

F or tun, i,-la. 
Fraga.ta, rio. 
Fraile, i.ala. 
FTailes, j,.Ja ... 
Fuego (de), ,,r de Calayo, pu111:1. 

F uga, j .. ]a.". 
Fulin. i,-la. 

Gaba, '-t·no. 
Gabo1 p1wrtn, y 111111h\ 

Gabot, puuta 
Oabung, i.;Ja. 
Gadd , r<l('a. 
Gajo, puntu. 
Galangalan, umntt'. 
Galban, or Mal a.gund i. punta. 
Galera, JHll'tto, y punta. 

Gallina (L a) y L os P ollos. i:-la~. 
Gallo (Cresta de), i~la. y rnnntt•. 
Galoc, i."111:<. 
Galvaney, i,-la. y 111mta. 
Garn, punta. 
Gamay. puuta 
Gan, !-f.•1111. 

Gandol, i:-\a. 
Ganga. ptillhl. 

Ganon, puehlo. 
Ganoy, la!!o. 
Gn.n tung, nmnte. 
Gapan, rin. 
Gapay, rio. 
Gapo, (de) pa•o. 
Gap us , monk. 
Garan, punta. 
Gar cia. bajc. 
Gardin er , i:<\a. 
Ga rdoqui, punta. 
Garot, rio. 

30 

Ga rza, j-.Ja 
Gasacan, punta. 
Gasan, puehlo, y monh'. 
Gaspar , isla. 
Gata, or Bulag, punrn 
Gatas, i;,J:1. 

Gato, i.!'-lote. 
Gaus, h•la. 
Gavet, arroyo, y ~•no. 
Gavilan, p11111:1. 

Gay, j,-Ja. 
Gayo. mayo, (•anal 
Oa za n , or Ba.no, punta. 
Geladioc, rio. 
Geminis, i"lOtl'"· 
General, i:•la. 
Oenuruan, ii=la. 
Getafe, puehlo. 
Gibong, rin. 
Gibuson. h•li1 

I Gigantangan. i.:la. 
Gigantes, i,-Ja-.. 
Gigoso, punta 
Gilutugo.n , h•la. 
Gim , rio. 
Gimalic, punia 
Gimanoc, i!<li\. 
Ginablan. punta, ~· ,·i,.ita. 

I Ginac, ('ll:-t:n:Hl:I. 

Ginatilan, 1,ucl1l<1. 
Ginigaran, pnd1\o, y riu. 
Ginoso, vi:-ita. 
Gintacor, t.'l•rro. 

Ginunagan, 1m+.>hlo. 

I 
Gipdo, i,la. 
Gitana, i!--la. 
Glau, \'illct.,. 
Glan•Ma sila, fo111h•:1<ll'r1,. 
Gnat, arr<.-cife. 
God, h:la. 
Gogo, }Jllllt.'l. 

Goitya, bajo. 
Golgotha, cabo. 
Golo, U'ln:;, y (de) pa:-o. 
Oomagamot, arroyo. 
Gomez, or L alangnn, __..n,.t·n~tda, y JHlnta. 
Gondra, falote. 
Gorda, punta. 
Oordag, punta. 
Gordu, pWlta. 
Ooven en, i!<la. 
Grande, isla. 
Grande d e la Pampanga, riu. 
Gra nja, Yilleta. 
Grnu L aja, i•,-la. 



Based on atlas produced by Coast and Geodetic Survey in turn based 
on work of Father Jose Algue, S. J.,  of the Manila Observatory. 
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U. S. COAST AND GEODETTC SURVEY. 
HEN RY S. PRITCHETT, 
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ATLAS OF T H E PHILIPPINE ISLAN DS. 

WASHI NGTON: 
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFI CE. 
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Marcus Baker’s Geographic 
Dictionary of Alaska, 
published by USGS in 1902.  
How does this compare to 
USGS efforts concerning 
place names during the 
formative years of the BGN?

UN ITE D ~T,\'l'ES tl l.:OLO(; lt 'A L SlJltVEY 

('11.\HLE,..:. I>. \\'.\l.('OTT, lllltEi.'TOH. 

GEOGRAPHIC DICTIONARY O~, ALASKA ~ 

Jl\' 

MARCUS HA.KER 

WA:::lll LXU'J'OX 
GOY}] 1: X)l , : :NT l' IUNT Ix,; ,a· t· 1 \; ,: 

l!tU~ 



Henry Gannett, Chief Geographer of the USGS, published 
the following Geographic Dictionaries between 1894 and 

1906:

Massachusetts 1894 
New Jersey 1894

Rhode Island 1894
Connecticut  1894

Kansas 1898

Utah 1900                          Puerto Rico 1901
Texas 1902                         Cuba 1904
Virginia 1904                     West Virginia 1904
Maryland 1904                 Delaware 1904
Oklahoma 1905                Colorado 1906



My conclusions based on an analysis of the 
work accomplished in the BGN early years:

1)Although the Alaska meeting of Mendenhall and 
Clover was the catalyst for the formation of the 
BGN, they recognized that it (a BGN)  was an 
idea whose time had been a long time coming.

2)Numerous governmental organizations had been 
wrestling with problems of orthography for 
many years prior to formation of the BGN.



3) As opposed to names issues with frontier areas, 
both the BGN and its member organizations, 
including the USGS, were more concerned with 
the highly developed, more heavily populated 
eastern  states.

4)  Needs of communication, transportation, and 
commerce followed by diplomacy, defense, and 
exploration were the driving forces dictating the 
formation and work of the BGN



SOME FINAL THOUGHTS

In 1816, Ferdinand Hassler, founder and first superintendent of 
the United States Coast Survey, wrote:  “The duty of every man is 
to be honest and to do good.”  The Coast Survey in all its various 
names through time has done its best to follow that simple 
precept, as have all the great agencies and organizations here 
today.  

The United States Board on Geographic Names embodies that 
spirit and concept.  Its work is one of the invisible underpinnings 
of our civilization and society and I am proud to have been on 
one of its committees for a number of years.  Its work has truly 
done “good”, in the best sense of the word, for our Nation and 
citizens.  



THE END

THANK YOU!
albert.e.theberge.jr@noaa.gov



THE  EVOLUTION OF 
THE

U. S. BOARD ON
GEOGRAPHIC NAMES



Executive Order 399
It is hereby ordered that there be added to the duties of 
the United States Board on Geographic Names…….. the 
duty of determining, changing, and fixing place names 
within the United States and insular possessions, and……. 
all names…..suggested for any place by any officer or 
employee of the Government shall be referred to said 
Board for its consideration and approval before 
publication.
In these matters, as in all cases of disputed nomenclature, 
the decisions of the Board are to be accepted by the 
Departments of Government as the standard authority.
THEODORE ROOSEVELT
THE WHITE HOUSE,
January 23, 1906.



Executive Order 493
The official title of the United States Board on Geographic 
Names is changed to United States Geographic Board. In
addition to its present duties, advisory powers are hereby 
granted to this board concerning the preparation of maps 
compiled, or to be compiled, in the various bureaus and offices 
of the Government, with a special view to the avoidance of 
unnecessary duplications of work; and for the unification and 
improvement of the scales of maps, of the symbols and 
conventions used upon them, and of the methods of 
representing relief. Hereafter, all such projects as are of 
importance shall be submitted to this board for advice before 
being undertaken.
THEODORE ROOSEVELT
THE WHITE HOUSE,
August 10, 1906.



U. S. Geographic Board



Conventional Signs adopted by the
U.S. Geographic Board

BOUNDARIES. MARKS. AND MONUMENTS 

NationaJ, State, or Province Lfne 

County Line 

CiviJ Township, Distrzot. 
Precfnot. or Barrio 

•.. ······-----

Reservation L.i.ne ...... -· -· _ . _ . -·· _ __ . . _. 

Land-Grant L;ine . ..... . . . 

City, ViIIage, or Borough 

Ce1netery, Small Park, etc. -·--· . ----·-·•·-·-· 

Township. Section. and Quarter Section ( 
L.ines ( any one for to"'nsbip line alone. a.ny ~ --·-
'"'o for tov.,,nship and section lines ,_ 

Tovvnship and Seation Corne.rs Reaovered _+---r-- f­
Boundary .l\donurnent 

Trianguiation Station 

Bench mark .. B...,. 
• ••••• - ·- ··-·- · -· -· .. - -- X 

1232 

CJ. S . .l'vrfneraJ .l'idonun"Jent 

!5 



Conventional Signs
6 DRAINAGE 

Strea.rns in generaI _. ___ . __ .. - · ___ . _______ ------(_------~-------- -

Interznittent Strea.rns _______ ... .. . -----------(_ --~----: -~ --~= :--~~~--~ ---=-~-

Lake or Pond in generaI._ ·· --- - ---·-··--··--------·- ·-- ·-··-- ~----
(-wi th or v,,,,ithout tint. -water/Ining, etc.) c_____) 

Intermittent .Lake or .Pond --· -- ···- -----·-·----··-·- ···--- ~ 

Spring __ __________ __ _ . .... .. . . 

Glaciers 



Confusing Names

MANTOW 
• ' 

.ERSHIN ,~~ 



U.S. Geographic Board 
OUTREACH

• Advisory Board
• State Names Authorities
• National Names 

Authorities



Direct Appropriations 
U.S. Geographic Board 1920-1934
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U. S. Geographic Board
June 1932

UNITED STATES GEOGRAPHIC BOARD 
M C ETI NO 01'° JUN£ I , 1932 

0/i-.,er M.Ma,-corn JolNlph H,Whe a -t u.R~"ifB~r-d U.S.Geologie"'t Su,-,,,..,, 

SW Bo.RS• F',-nnk Bond 
De~::it:tf'.:lSt11-ta Chc,i .-rn"'n 

ABSENT M l!.M8ERS 

Joh n J .Came ron 
Sec:~ary 

E .E.Carter 
f"'o.-..-t S.rvic• 

Col , Laowren ce Martin 
L<bror-y o+ Conf3roe" 

E:dwan:::I A.Huse 
Gc,,,,,t,. ~;,.,.., ; .,$Ottioe 

Geo.R.A...-t~m 
s ... of Ll8;ht-ho i..111e.t 



UNITED STATES GEOGRAPHIC BOARD 

FIRST REPORT 
ON 

FOREIGN 

GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 

1932 

PREPARED BY THE COMMITrEE ON 
FOREIGN GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 

U:'liI TED STATES 

GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 

WASHINGTON! 1932 

1111!- _.. - - illaJ.periDtendent of Documents. WllShiogton, D . C . - • - - - - Price 10 oent.s 
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: ·. , , • Spelling$ of Foreign Names Is Issued.· • • 

1 • ~ f I • • , .. 



Executive Order 6680
U.S. Geographic Board Abolished

Now, therefore, by virtue of and pursuant to the 
authority vested in me by the aforesaid section 16 of 
the act of March 3, 1933, it is ordered that the United 
States Geographic Board be, and it is hereby, abolished; 
and it is further ordered that all of the functions of said 
Board, together with its chairman, secretary, and clerk-
stenographer, records, supplies, equipment, and 
property of every kind, and unexpended balances of 
appropriations, be, and they are hereby, transferred to 
the Department of the Interior to be administered 
under the supervision of the Secretary of the Interior.



Hoover Dam or Boulder Dam?



U.S. Board on
Geographical Names

Division of Geographic Names
+

Advisory Committee 
on Geographic Names



Funding of Division of Geography
Fiscal Years 1941 -1945
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I was “about the only geographer around; so the 
Secretary of Interior picked me.”
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U.S. Board on 
Geographical Names 

Division of Geography
+

Advisory Committee 
on Geographic Names 



BGN WORKSHEET



Funding of the Office of Geography
Fiscal Years 1946-1966
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Public Law 242 - 80th Congress
To provide a central authority for standardizing 
geographic names for the purpose of eliminating 
duplication in standardizing names among the Federal 
departments, and for other purposes. Be it enacted by the 
Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Interior, hereinafter called the Secretary, conjointly with the 
Board on Geographic Names, as hereinafter provided, shall 
provide for uniformity in geographic nomenclature and 
orthography throughout the Federal Government.  The 
Secretary may exercise his functions through such officials as he 
may designate, except that such authority as relates to the final 
approval or review of actions of the Board on Geographic Names 
shall be exercised by him, or his Under or Assistant Secretaries. 



U.S. Board on Geographic Names 
1947

James B. Hunt, Chairman     
Standing Committees

Executive
Domestic Names
Foreign Names

Publications     
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Domestic Names Functions

1958
Transferred 

Geological Survey



Foreign Names Functions

1968
Transferred

Department of Defense,
Army Map Service 
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The Influence of Technology on the
Use of and Access to Geographic 

Names
BGN 125th Anniversary

September 18, 2015

Luis Bermudez
Executive Director of Compliance and e-Learning, 

Open Geospatial Consortium
OGC® 
M aking location count. ' 



Content

• Maps and names of places
• Two problems: Names and search
• Third revolution
• To infinity and beyond



First Map of the World 
Cata I Huyuk (South East Turkey) 6200 BC 



16th Century



Hartl, Martin, 1805



Two Problems

Names and Search



Hartl, Martin, 1805



DICTIONARY OF 
ALASKA PLACE NAMES 
By Donald J. ~rth 

GEOLOGICAL S RVEY PROFESSIONAL PAPER 567 

The pn·ncipal names listfd wnform with nomtntlature established 
th,oug/1 dtci!ions of the U.S. Board 011 Gtographi, Names or art 
mognh.td hJ tht Boord as sta,uJord names for use on Ftdtrnl maps 
and ollur puhlicalions 

UNITED STATF. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE, WASHI!\ ,TO:'-1 : 1967 



Where is Ontario?





Ontario
San Luis 
Obispo 

0 

Lo 

San Die 

Tij 
~ ~ ~ -r---

BAJA 
CALIFORNIA 

NA 

Canada Hudson Bay 

AB 

SK 

NO MT MN 

so WI 
ID WY 

IA NE IL ' United States NV .. ,_ IIT 

IN OH 

\Al\/ 

PA 
_j 

__ DE 



What is the nearest lake from 
my current location that I can go 

fishing?



Techniques to:

- agree on geographic names 
- make those names accessible to the 
public



Agreement via 
Controlled Vocabularies
(Terms + Community)

List of 
Terms

Dictionary Tables and 
Relations
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APPENDIX A. 

LIST OF DECISIONS. 

In tho foUowingl4IAI tboadop~ rorma &r<> prlntrolD heavy £ace lower eaoo ty p•, CM!alo dacardod 
(on,.,....., enteNMI In I.ho ume alpbabel.lcal lui& and prlntocl l.n U..UU. In each cue ..n..r I.be dL'IO&ldod 
fom, tho Ml.opted form la addod In pareol.b .. ea for ~y rerurence. 

IN THE UNITED STA'.rEs. 

.AbagadaHet P oint. Kenuebec River, 
?ifaine. 

.dba!7adMUcl l'oinl. (Ab11gndrussct,) 
Abolt. Allen CoWlty, lndian11. 
Abl>lte. (Aboit.) 
Abaa.roka R ange. Wyoming antl Mon• 

..4k010n !,land. (Akun.) 
,Uoutan I,lnnd. (Akutan.) 
Akun Island. Alnakn . 
Akutan Island. Alaska. 
A.1amota. Lane County, Kunsns. 
Alapaha. Herrion County, Georgia. 

NAMES IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 

Ba1oucMatan. (Dalnchlst-un.) 
Baluchistan. Indfa. 

Camoal. (Karlkal. ) 
Ca.aamanu. (Ko1u1.m&nzo.) 

Caaamanza. ( Kasamanz•e.) 
Ca.aa!llau11. (lClll!runon,:c.) 

Barbado■ Ialand. lo West Indiea. 
Barbadot• l•land. (Bnrbados.) 
Bcwrtulll. fBalreuth. , "'- ·h-~- ~ • \ 

APPENDIX B. 

DECISIONS OF THE BOARD . 

LI8T 01,' COUNTIES L~ TllE UNITED St:A.TES. 

Al..ABAlU. 1,tJu,engo. Clnrk. l'lko. 
, Monterey. 

A,,'tauga. Mario11. Clay. roin80tt.. Napa. 

llnldwi11. Manl11J.l. Cleburne. l'olk. Nonu:la. 

Jlarbour. MobUc. Cle,<:IAnd. Pope. Orange. 

Hlbb. Mo11rO<,. Columbia. Prairie. Placor. 

BlC1unt, ~ontgomery. Cuuwuy. l'ulMl;i. r1u1un~. 
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1932

OFFICIAL GAZETTEER {Ji, 
or 

RHODE ISLAND 
r ".,_t/. 

l • 

Compiled b11 the Rhode l•lontl Geographic Board 
ln Cooperation with 

the United State• Geographic Board 



Core Elements Dictionary Style

Name Class or 
Type Location Containment

I Almy1: rock, in Tiverton, 
~ 

Newport 
County~ south of Fogland Point, in 

I 

Sakonnet Rt·v 1er 
- • ' near lat. 41° 83' I 

N., lo~. 71° 13' W. 
I I 



1944



Gazetteer to Maps of Thailand
Table style and relations

1944

Duif 
,,., .Lat 

116/,nw • , 

Al IPHO . ... , . , .. .. .... RSD/847•18 6 60 
Al Tl A . ....... ~- ······ RSD/B47 18 166 
Al Tl U 0 ... ..... ~- .. . 8 RBD/847-18 a 60 
Al WAE G .......... . .. 8 R8D/Bl7-l8~ • I 56 
Al WE G . .. ...... . .... . 8 RSD/Bt7•18 1r & U 
Al YI YA O . . . . . .. . . . . S RSD/Bt7•18 ,6 61 
AbJ At1u11U1 •• (,,t B .. Ku) .. 81/FAS.O 

101 05 
101 M 
101 '8 
ICU 16 
IOI 06 
IOI 20 

•AlabGtl,r tu. . , . . . . . . . . . . . Ket BA/24 ~ 4 
• Alo&cultr a... . . . . . . . . . . . . R- BA/2721 

12 20 102 00 
12 20 102 OI 

•A,..,w Rh (111 Hi Put) . HO/3132 
• .tlartf J4i . r .. • • • • • • .. • • • • • I BA/ 842 
• Alnl PetllO,. . . . .. .... & • • • C n BA/842 

8 00 18 26 

e 3' " 15 



Something happened between
1960-2000

• Internet/Web revolution
• Digital revolution



Transistor was invented 1947

uun\ 'te<hno\ ... ~-



October 29, 1969 
@ 22:30

Internet was born



1970 – 1980
Relational 

Databases were 
born



Mozaic Browser 1993



2
6

1996

Acquired in 2000 by AOL by 1.1 billion



2
7

Open Geospatial Consortium (OGC)
• Created in 1994 – 8 Members
• From OpenGIS Project
• Interfaces for Open Geodata Interoperability 
• 1997 OpenGIS Simple Features Specification
• 2000 Web Map Service 1.0
• 2002 Web Feature Services 1.0



2004
More People use maps 

online than email



2007 - Maps in your pocket



2002– Web Search  Interface

With probably 
more fields

· ··- -· ·-' · ··-r -·~· - .. . 

~ Print I ~ Measure [ Alex X I°'] 
::======================~-

l~l.r 

l\'mu ire-: 

Alexandria, Alexandria, Egypt (State Capital) 

Alexandria, Alexandria County, Virginia, United States 

Alexandretta. Hatay, Turkey 

Alexandrija Pervaya, Kirovohrads'ka Oblast', Ukraine 

Alexandropol', Shirak, Armenia 

Alexandria, Virginia Beach County, Virginia, United 

States 

l,11.e 
.., llf't rilt r 

Luke 
l!J1rt111 

!".? 



Geographic Names Information 
System – GNIS Web Services

• 2008 – First web service (XML and several 
input parameters and dynamically get 
elevation from National Elevation Dataset 
(NED)

• 2008 – OGC Web Map Service (WMS) 
• 2010 – OGC Web Feature Service (WFS)
• 2010 – Prototype WFS-G



To Infinity and Beyond

• Advanced location representation 
• Advanced semantics
• Advanced linking
• Advanced search



Where is Russia?



Look at the point!
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Advanced Representation

Point Linear RingBounding Box

Polygon Multi Polygons



Where is Russia?

All these Polygons



What is a summit in the GNIS

• Butte
• Caldera
• Cone
• Hill
• Maintain
• Peak
• Volcano …



Ontologies

Mount McKinley has two significant summits: 
the South Summit is the higher one …

t 
is A 

I 

t 
is A 

I 

t 
is A 

Vo\caV\o 

S1,1W1w\i-t ◄ sameAs ► l 'Peak l 
t 

is A 



Inside what?

Lower Rock Creek 

Nichols Run-Potomac River 
7 

Difficult Run 
Vienna 

ton 



Advanced Linking
NGA Data 

(UFII) 

l 
N,GA - GeoNames 

Link 
(UFI/GeoNam s1D) 

GcoN..1mes, Data 
GeoNamesl D 

At ,trlbu t,~/Sp aria I' 
l n/ormaUon 

NGAUFI 
GcoNamcs ID 
DbiPed ia link 
OSM Point 
OSM Boundary 

Obpedl,a -
ATTRIBUTE GeoNames IDBpedia 

sameAs 

GeoNames • OSM 
OpenStreetM.lp 

snmeAs Point 
OSM Node ID 

G oNnmes - OSM 
Op nStr etMop 

Polygon 
sLJmeAs 

OSM Relation ID 

-569498 
http://sws.gconames.org/6076211/ 
http;//hve.dbpedia.org/page/Moncton 
http://linkcdgC'odata.org/triplify/node204466183 

SPATIAL 

Existing 
Need to Cre,ate 

http ://Ii n kcdgcod a ta .org/pagc/tri pl ify/rc I a tionl 109568 



Get additional information from 
other sources

dbo:PopulatedPlace/populationMetroDensity 57.6

dbo:abstract is a Canadian city located in Westmorland County in southeastern 
New Brunswick. Situated in the Petitcodiac River Valley, it lies at 
the geographic centre of the Maritime Provinces. The city has 
gained the nickname "Hub City" because of its central location and 
also because Moncton has historically been the railway and land 
transportation hub for the Maritimes….

dbo:RainDays 12.3



Web services support for
advanced search

.. 



Web services support for 
advanced search

Nearest Neighbor
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Web services support for 
advanced search

Nearest Neighbor
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Web services support for 
advanced search

Llm 

J 

J 

) 

t 



And Beyond …



Thank you for your attention

Luis Bermudez
lbermudez@opengeospatial.org

@berdez



Authoritative Data and Crowd 
Sourcing: What’s the Connection?

or 
How Can Volunteers Provide 
Authoritative Data to BGN

David Stage



Authoritative Data and BGN Business 
Requirements

Authoritative Source:  
– An Organization that has Legislative mandate and 

“budget” to  create data to meet a specific 
business need

• Place Names for USGS Quads 
• Provide an Official Process to create and 

maintain official place names 
• Maintain Currency of that Data
• Maintain Place Name History



The National Map Corps
A Door for “Crowd-Sourced” Data to Become 

Authoritative Data
VGI Structures 

Search p 
e· amples: Denver', 'Blake 
Street, Denver, Colorado' 
more examples ... Where am 
I' 

The National Map Corps is 
the USGS Volunteer 
Program in support of The 
National Map. 

TNMCorps Overview 

TNMCorps Project 
Website 

Standard Editor User 
Guide 

Peer Review User Guide 

Name and Address 
Formatting 

Quick Start Guides 

TNMCorps Q&A 

Structures List 

TNH C Explo re r 
( n on - USGS) 

,.I•-, ii 
rCC Oen.,a- , 
1 International 
I Aupcrt ..J 

J + I r 

Denver I 
) f. N \'F.R C:O 

- --, ,...r-

.\R.\ P 



Authoritative Data Sphere 
Inside the Process

– Authority: Legal responsibility by a public agency to 
conduct business for the public good

– Authoritative Data Source:  has legal authority to 
collect data for a specific business purpose

– Authoritative Data is officially recognized data that 
comes from an Authoritative Source

– Data Steward: entity within source that has the 
responsibility for collecting data

– Certified Data: has been vetted by an a authoritative 
entity and has legal standing

– Uncertified data: – more current but yet to be vetted



Volunteer Data Sphere
Sources Outside of the Process

• Strangers of the Night
– Shadow Source:  Source whose veracity is unknown. 
– Shadow Data: Data from a source that is  outside the 

authoritative process of which little is known
• Friendships of Utility

– Trusted Source: An entity whose trust has been 
earned

– Trusted Data: Data from outside the authorized 
process whose limitations, currency and attributes are 
known and can be verified

*VGI – Volunteer(ed) Geographic Information



Volunteer Data Sphere 
Volunteer Types

• Type I:  Intergovernmental Cooperatives
– Direct Management Support

• Type II: NGO’s, Associations and Govt. 
Agencies
– Indirect Management Support

• Type III: Independent Individuals 
– Altruism
– No Infrastructure



Legislatil-e 
Authority 

Authoritative Sphere 
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TNMCorps
2014 - 2015

- 125,000 contributions
- 2,000 Accounts

TNMCorps Volunteer Contributions and Accounts FY2O14-201S• 

18~000 -,---------------------------------.....,.,.- ~O'".O 
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National Map Corps Data Providers by User
A universal phenomena of volunteer efforts

Contributions by User 
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Coordinators/Leaders Relationship to 
Volunteer

Goal: Create Authoritative Data using 
Volunteers
What  tools do you have?
• No authority over volunteers
• No funds
• No stick 
• What can you do?



What to Do
A managers job is to make it possible for their 

employees/volunteers to do a good job!

• Motivation: How can persons be motivated to 
volunteer their services

• Quality Assurance: How do you facilitate 
quality control 

• Trusted Sources:  How to transition Strangers 
of the Night to Friends of Utility

A managers job is to ma e it possible for their 
employees/volunteers to do a good job! 



Motivating Communities

Objective: Increase participation of volunteers
• Provide recognition and rewards
• Make it easy – minimal input and tools

– Training (User Guides, WebEx, . . . )
• Document Success

– Pay the person to help you put together a training package
• Target specialist communities that have an interest in 

the resulting data (Type I – III Volunteers)
• Accept the idea that going beyond your mission can 

be valuable motivator (focus on volunteer community)



Quality Assurance
Misconception - Crowd-sourced data is unreliable

Objective: Assure data quality
1. Self Regulation (Wiki Approach)

– Peer Review 
• Make it simple
1. Develop data checking procedures

– Sampling
– Automation

2. Track and evaluate data input by provider
– Identify quality data providers
– Advanced Editors (200 edits)



Creating Trusted Sources

Objective:  Increase Confidence in Data Sources
• Track and evaluate data input by provider
• Create Levels of Responsibility/Authority 

based on the track record of the provider
• Provide super-provider with a fast-track 

pathway into the Authoritative Data Sphere
– TNMCorps Advanced Editor



What’s the Status?
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Lessons Learned
Laura Kostanski: Crowd-Sourcing Geospatial 

Information for Government Gazetteers 
1. Focus on the end-users
2. Don’t rely solely on digital technology
3. Volunteers can only do so much – can’t fill in all of 

the gaps 
– Be happy with what a user wants to provided
– Provide guidance on scoped data sets and areas
– Publish successful practices for targeted data

4. Work with Special Interest Groups (Type I, II and III)
– State and Federal Agencies (Emergency Management, 

Parks and Recs, School Systems, State GI Boards)
– NGO’s (Birders, Hikers, Canoeist, Bikers, National State 

Organizations)



Lessons Learned
Laura Kostanski

5. Provide Easy/Simple Accessible Technology
– Don’t make it complicated - Ask for the minimum

6. Develop policies for Quality Assurance
7. Track Entries to Identify Trusted Sources

– Allows provider to earn a higher trust status
8. Provide greater responsibility to Trusted Sources
9. Give Rewards/Attention to Volunteers

– Tangible: Data, points, cash,
– Intangible:  communication, improved information for 

user groups, more independence



Lessons Learned
Laura Kostanski

10.Re-evaluate your data spectrum to attract 
user interest

– Provide Unofficial Data along with Official Data
• Target data to user interest
• Lines (trails), Polygons/Footprints
• Publish successful procedures

– Offsite Trusted Sources



Aotboritative D1ata 
Spbere 

GJ\TJS 
Official Uata 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Loca6,n, 
Authoritative 

Sour,ces 

"GSGS 

Trusted Data 
Spher,e 

-nofficia] 
Da.fa 

ShaJpes 

Lo·ca'fion 
Trusted Sources 

I, SGS 
States 
NGO 



Suggestions
(“And Do That Too”)

1. User needs assessment – organization by 
organization (LK 1, 4)*

2. State GIS Organizations (GIS Boards) and NGO’s 
(NSGIC) (LK 1, 4)

3. Challenges:  Identify Tasks to be Completed (LK 1, 5)
4. Allow users to identify data of opportunity (LK 8)

– Provide High Level Volunteers with 
Representative/Liaison Status

*Laura Kostanski(LK) and number of lesson learned



Suggestions

5. Provide Access to Unofficial and Official 
Data (LK 10)
– USGS, States, Regional  Governments
– Guidelines for Unofficial Data Collections

6. Footprints  (LK 10)
– Lines & Polygons

7. Publish Successful Data Collection 
Procedures (LK 5, 8, 9)



Conclusion

VGI can be used to create Authoritative Data
It’s here now!

The future will be an interesting time!

Questions?
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The ,l mNicon Boa,-d <m Ueogmpltic ..\'amu 30 

{ nclcr the pro"i~ions of tln cxl.'cutive order i~uc.:d on the fourth 
of ~cplcmbcr la~t., our own Go\'crnmcnt ha virtually .uloptt.>tl the 
Eurovei\n ~ystcm in the trca.tmcnt of foreign nam<>:,, thw~ !,ring­
ing us in accord with the principal nations upon a mo~t impor­
t.n.nt subjert. to 8ludcnts an<l geographc~ the worltl o,·cr. The 
executive order c·onslit.utcs a board compoi,ccl of tc11 rcprcscnt.a.­
th·cs from different <lcparlm.cnts and bureaus of the Gornrnment 
scr\'icc, to w}uch all questions relating to the work of the board 
that may arise in the depnrlmcnU! are to he referred, and rc­
qmrcs all pen:;ons m the Government l:!Crdcc to respect the decib­
io~ that may be rendered. The board in iL'- fi~t bulletin, re­
ct>ntly i~-.:ut,><l, has a nnounced its adoption of the English !'yatA.~m 
for the treatment of foreign names and transliteration into Roman 
<·harac·tt•~, and ha.~ pn•scntcd principles t.o ~uicl<• in rn1diing 11< .... 

cisions aff<.•ctrng home names. These principles wall doublle:.-s 
oc u<lded to :is new question-; nri!-IE\ i,so thal 1tt. no ,·cry dist:mt 
<lay we may 8ec formulated:\ 8Ct of rul~ that will be in.st.ruct.i\'c 
a.s well 1\.Q mwful in their applica.tion. The fit~t hullt•Lin ~<:ems 
to hu ,·c Leen ret·ei n•<l fa ,·orahl y, n.nd wt· may hop<', IL~ the work 
of the board acl"ancc:i and the inipo rt~rn<·c of tlw ~ubj1'(·t is more 
gc1wmlly rcahzt'<l, that it wall g:un lh<• h<•iuty 1•1ulm-sc·lll<'lll of th<' 
puhhc ,tnd a SUJ>J,ort that nausl largc•ly rncn-..thC the ust fuln~s 
of 11.S labvn;. 
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·1 He WOHK Or nrn U l fEl) S f A Tl:S BOA RO 0 
GEOGRAPHIC 1AMES 

~y llc~kV 0AMH:Tl', 

0.lffl""'1ll of ti~ Board rrnd {'™/ c;ro,;,a,)w, r/ dt~ l,'. C~oal Stn-,ry 
ni-,-,l of tll( T(.alJr 1111d F.lnmtla Q,,uwil'1 

Thi. bon.«l was origin.:1lly coDslitulc?<I. iu lhe early part o( 

1800, ~ n voluninry A.AACJCi111ion o( officeni of \'llnouA dctl'•rl• 
nlt-nl ~ Qf tlic gt>f'emmellL forth., l'UTJ~ Q( k"Curin~ nnifotu1Hy 
iu lhc uffici~I , p~Uiu~ vf gt'f'v,.:n\1•hlc nr.,1)H~. h " 'l'HI the result, 
in t.bc m"iu, uf t.h • cfToN of Or T. C. M~uJ"ubuU, &h~11 . Up,4!f­

iuteudcnt of the P. ... . C~r-t rtfitl Groch-tic un·cy, n-ho wru, 

cbf14!en it! fhr~t ~hnirm111n. lt n·M given standing arHt authori.t y 
l,y on cxecuth· order or Seµ&cmber 4, l (1.), n·hich re:uis ,1.i 

follows: 
•• A~ lt LI t~rahk tluU u11it'o«-W u-.~ hi n;,r;1.nl t<i 1,,,.,.,,4napl1ie- uona~n• 

ttalun: 1md <>rlfflll;,"lllpl17 vluin 1hmugh011l the ox~tn-~ dc,partnM-nC111 
<>f the Kffl,·.-rnn1~nl . •nrl pnrti1"11lli.rl:r t1pon th" m,-p@ .-11«1 \"mu-~ • Ul'O l,y 
t he> \1lf'ic,u1 c1_..,.ffffi1tH~ 1u1d IJU-,.-au~. I t"-'ret,y t'OID-Ulul • lk•ru On 

vt~l'apt.lc ~11.~ arid lltwlf.lllll U1e fulkJ,.••~ J.Mll'l!On1. 11iho l_uw hrn•• 
turi..rt1 cvv~n1h,d fvr IL 111milu purp nndn 1hr itmhoril) C>I th l"("rt•111I 
drpannw:nu,. ~ft'fl4U, aoo inuiuu~ ..,,,, hl,·h tt,,:,f ilr. 0011111..-ct.nt. 

N l\l('ffl~n! <>f 14 twl(\fd. • . . •ru thl board luJI bo me-~ 11111 
~ttl .. .J qurilhwu. <-'Uh<Tn:Jihi ~'O!~pl•~ t1J1.11:ir• whiclt JUUi' in llw do­
partmc-nfa. •~ I.tu- ti~ 41! the:, •~• ~ to be -«1:J..'l!."1 bt ~ill 

Jc11An.a1wnL' '1~ ..i,rnott..,I 1mtl1,Jrity 111 •.od1 uwthms."' 

TI11) bcli\nl llOW r!Ol\'<i.!'lt.-t of ropr,""'•nc.i,u~· . ,o( Che following 
depnrtnwotN ttntl l.urcawc . 8&11w, W~T'. ftltcl N1"'Y ''•1•1\l'tmcni.ll~ 
U~h\·lfou~ liu.'lrd, eu~u liOJ (;~1i;ti¢ ~·un!~)'. Goologiml. 'ur­
\'i:l)'. Getwntl r .antl Offict!• PUS-t Offic, r>i•ft.'lrl,s11~ut, -.nJ ► mitb• 
soniru1 In..-Lii.ulhm . 

•• 



Vol X .MARCH. 1899 No. 3 

Tl1e 

National Geographic 
Magazine 

AN L LUSTRATEO MONTH Y 

.,. at41 t • 

W 1 1111 0 H N'tiY <JAWN~ 
C IIART V. k I N CLJX RUJIA.NA C, :CORD 

CON I ENTS 

~ RIO.lNAL ip.RfT< Y' r 
J 8lLI 73, 

IC ~ 0 H' t:kT T U LL. ll:l 

Price .15 Cenb Year 

,. 

PORTO RICO• 

Hy RomrnT 'f. 1111.,L, 

V11i1td 8J<1tta Otologir<tl t1my 

COlfflGURATIOI'\ Al'\D C:EOLOOY 

Porto Rico ia the most eastern and tho smnllcsl of tho Grent 
Antilles, being 500 square miles less in nrea thnn .Jamaicn. It 
is 95 miles long, 35 miles wide, 1rnd has an area of 3,668 square 
mil~.t Tho coast--line is a Lout 360 mil('S in length. lls Arca is 
300 square miles greater than that of Delaware, Rhode Island, 
nnd the Di::slrict of Columbia combined, and 300 squnre miles 
less than that of Connecticut.. At the ~Arne time, it is the most 
produclh·o in proporlio11 lo area, lbe most <lense)y set.tied, and 
the most established in its customs and institutions. Tt is also 
notable a mong the W est Indian group for the reason lhnt its 
prcpon<lemnt. population is of the while r:u:e, and thxt it pro­
<h1ccs foodstuff.'> almost sufficien t lo supply its inhnbit.s\llls as 
well ns some of the 11eip-hbot1n}.:' islands . 

• r ul,li8hf'd hy p('rmi••lon or the Clllcr or th• 01vll•lon or Fore .. lr>• or the DcPArt­
mt>nt of AIO"•<.'u ltor.- ,1nd tho l>iredor o f the (;eoloi;ical Survey, und.-r wh0ge &U8pices 
t h;> rcM:archt'" upon "hlch tlu• 11rli1"h1 la be\seJ "er;, mRile. 

tThe ><re" o f lhf' ,,1,md <'llftnot tJe 1'tnl.-d exactly. Swnu nutltorllleA glvo slight ly d1f• 
fe ,..-nt figu, e from the Rhove. 

11:1 
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11 port rec 11U • ub111ittc.'<-I to l'rc ident 
McKinley nncl now in p Th Board reoomm nded thttl. in addit ion to th 

U. S. BOARD O, EOGRAPHIC 'AMES 

Th d itllon ofLh . ~. Board on rnphic am will h~rcllller be 1,ub-
li heu in the NATIOSAI, Gro<;RAPIII llAOAXISIL All lh d ., io, o( the Boord 
up to Jun I, 1000, are includt>d rn I n nlly buulted 10 l'reeident 
lcKinl y and now in p Th Board re-oommeuded that. in addition lo 1he 

U8t11\I number me 1,1,0()or 1,000, ,OOOexll'llt'opi be printt.,d for~,en I'll.land 
d partmeull\l u . On thi rtt0mmendation th n~t a led fa,·ombly, bul 
th Hon of R p nlAth· took no a tion The Board therefore h no 
copi of~h reporl r. r d1 tributiou, 111HI I n,on d iriufl copie honld 11p1>ly 
t.o th irllep nt1111,· in Cong Th f<>llo" ing are Lh d i ion rend red 
in Lh re1,orl went LO 1>r 

Alamooeook, I It in town o( Orland, H,111cock Counly, Maine. (Sol Great 
(J>Ond] .J 

ll Ide, ; run, Franklin town hip, FAyelte C<>nnty, P nua. (Not llolancl. ) 
Brewer ; poa,I. P no l ounty, ~!nine. (:Sot Orriogton real. ) 

ffl.."'11JO ; lftkl-, • n Count)•, •. J. (1'0L mCAljo.) 
U ral ; brook, n nty, N. J. (:Sol Collendl' ) 

Dough\11; post viii 1111d town, Wo r r :ountl, M l "ot Oougl ) 
Ea.et Oonl(U18 , post.-offi auJ railroad 81Ati<>n, Worceuer ounty, M:ASa. (Xot 

East Oougl J 
r lt; ial nd al mouth orthe .. U!<Ju hanna Rh·er, C ii County, M<l. (Not 

W11u;on.) 
Green;·lake, llan:ockCounty, u~,n (:Sol R ' (pond]) 
Gtt ulak ; post.-ollice Ami mil road !Allon, H,uicock County, f11ioe. {Nol 

•rffn Lak ) 
Grov ty; poet,offi, 1rnd railroad stalion, fmnklin County, hio. { ·ot 

,·e.) 
lleagan; mouu~in, \\'1'ldo unly, Mllin (:Sot HeAiren.) 
1..1\carpe; k, Ul\wa Co.luty, hlo. (Xol LIi me.I 
Leonia; pol' olfi and m,lroall t: 1011, Kooleuai Conmy, 1tl ho. (Not 

Leon11i.J 
f,iUI &n,ly; creek, fay Ue ount , Penna., 1111d Pr n County, W. \"&. 

( 'ot Gibbons nor lboon@ In.le.) 
Nikolai f, k; town on th Amur Riv r, 2S mil from ii.II mouth, tern 

iberin. (Not Nicol11i tf•k, et.c.) 
born. i l11nd in )laOMQnan River, fonmoulh oonty, ~-J. (~ol born .) 

Phillip!! ; lak in ()cdham, H ncock nty, Mnine. (:-iot Fillt., Fil 
Fiu (pond].) 

Pine; knob ,n 
PretilOn bo rg . 

P, tonburgh.) 

nth nion, Faye1 Count •, Penn11. ( • l Pin y .) 
i t ri I d ' trict and l)O@t•offic , Floyd unty, Ky. (Not 

nkedunk, Lream, tribu1.11rr of P noblcot Ri\·Pr, Penobeool Counly, 
)f1un . (Not unkedunk ) 

11Adn!Jecoolt ; river, Penobllcol unt , 11\ine. ( 'ot Soedabecook nor wa­
dabecook.) 

""n; lak in '11• n,•;11 Wl\ldo Coun y, )faine. (Nol (pond].) 



Th~ U.S. Board on Geographic Nam~ 
ha: publish <l a sp ('ial report contain 
ing a list c;howing th<: appron.:<l spell­
ing of about 4 .ooo C()astwisc nan1es in 
th<: Ph1lippi11<: archipelago. Th<=r<.: has 
hitherto been n1uch difficul ty \\ ith the.: 
names, inas1nuch as exi~ting chart:-,, 
bookc,, rnap., and publications all di~­
a~rt.~. Spanish charts contained either 
all . 'p.,nish nan1cs or ~ panish nanH:S 
and also ~{ala,. na1nc~ written acco1 d­
ing to .. 'panisl; n1ttho<l~. On Engli!:\h 
Lharts the spelling of soane of the 1\[a-
1.iv na1nes had been altered to conform 
to~ English and Amcnuu rnetho<l~ of 
writing native uanH:b-1 an<l natur.all) 
num«!rous erro~ and great confusion 
had ari en. The t·. S. Board on C<..o­
graphic I\amcs, when appealed to for 
ad,·icc, after due run!')ic.lcration, re~--0111 -

m~ndecl that the narnes in c.·urren l use 
and th~ir spelling, as sho\\ n on the bes 
Spanish official maps and chart~. ~hould 
be followed. The Hydrograph1c Office, 
pur,uant to this advice. und<:r the di­
rec iou of Capt. C. C. Todd. l 1. S. X., 
prcpa1cd, chicfl) f101n Spani,h official 
charts, the list of names which nre in­
cluded in thi!)S[X-cial reportof tb<- Roard . 
1t b interesting lot otc that tht: name"' 
"'t!r < pprovcd by Father Jose Algue, 
of J\Ianila, the highest authori t} in the 
Philippine Islands. 
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1)-0o ~'lllC'.' 1u ~ \,QM: ruiwc ,«- 1n11v rt':ld the 
&t <,J)' <11f h1> f'IC>l. fot the lndU:o wu. not 

a tuili1t1, Ht hb ldt uo rCJQ.ru. or for• 
trt:'l or i; le: his mctb~o( w:ufu~ 
<:nil~ rather for II fon."St mul aoo 110 

t.ml,u~c. and l~ lea,-.: no nuns.. 
\\·ere a u~vcJcr to cx:ammc cvc-ry• \'allc) 
aud bill, "'-C:r')' P,"L<-"I and ford and JDl)llO • 

Lam from M11i~ to l't.!)ri<t , h,c ~01 Id 
now find le t~•'I..-S oi th~ 1c:d 1!\! n to 
.iaoy m.atcri11, t!1i11~ whi<:b 111.u-.•ivoC'"' hii!k 
But on cw:r)' hao,t h<: u,mld ti11<l tlt,; 
f«'On1 or lodllo <H.-cui~)"lll tbe flHle:t 
oi O\""<r,..~,~~-. au" bl.cs. 10 wl11d1 tb~ 
ttd ltillfl fi~c<l ;and (Jtl wh~ idlvro. ht­
<:arnp,Nl aod huctcd :md wurrcd. 1'he 
C)()IJUlaln~ ~ to h:ave- ban little :It. 
lMactx>u !or the I 001An, and ii u. r.ddom 
that IL mououun t,cQ.r.1 an I nduar1 1111.mc. 

The 1"ed m11.n c11rcd liulc- for tM M}" 
llJld i nlru .:.,long the: ('QUJ , lt<: mtW.l,: ht¢ I~ 
tt.-.c: of tM off~hnr<- t'\.l nd-1., hc-,1('(: i1 i~ 
th!lt :uoon1nhc'. h1111orlrt,1~ of l<,¢,I Uf!:1~ 
itiv<'n In i,.fand" 1111.t itC\y •ltK•tc: ti'(' «-"'"t 
-nf Amw~ 01~ ~ldo01 Ua-4.-b w ludi.an 
..,.w,t Hut ct~ ~'~'IDll am! lake" w~r~ 
the lnclt...ct·1>,klt>iht, OtJ clldr "irf«1,. 
or ton~ th~ir 0011\:<; et:(,..1 y f hi.. llfnt 
'11.:U. ,ipc:-ni. .\loug tltc,f AA<"- u11 )u" 
tnul,. ill')<1 Ml thdr <,,bM« ~nod !li11 \'ii , 
bi;:e, J~\'Cf}' C'Ofl"-lf!C'1 bl~ 1,.trcrun and 
e,·u'l lr:ike hM1 i~, nam~. Whcu the 
rale- fac:-e-cam(' h.- fo,md I he: 1.111cc .and the 
1<l~.:un iuru.dy n.amc,d. When he tr.idcd 
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T be August numbu v( thi~ Magai,oc 
will contain ao add™-S b>• the Secret!\!)' 
of War, Hon. Wilham 11. 1'a!t, on the 
Pb11ippinM, illu~r::u«l 1,,,th ,1 four•~I• 
orc<l map of the l'h11ivpmc Jsland..~-

A Tribute: to American Topographers. 
In 111 11«:011111 of ii lcctu1t givc:u by Mr 
!Jaiky Willis l)eforc the >'"'-'l(r:1phcrs or 
\'cui<'t, l'rofos;sor Peock, than whom 
there is 110 higher ll\lth,1rit y •Ju t<>p<> 
!(rtphic maps, !'3)'$ a high COD1pltmrn1 
to Amcric.'ln topol.(r:1pbc11' : 

•". . Above all an opportunity 
wa~ affordt~I •JI obtaimug au iu:sigbt 
into the really astoundini: cart~raphlc 
re.ult, l\chiC\led by Willis' party in 
China The rn11~ winch were ~ichih, 
itt-tl l,tll\'t 1•r<10f of the ,·cry dccidctl 
superiority of Ameti<','111 topogmphic 
metl)Q(l~ o,c.'r thos,,: employed by most 
Huropc:an eicJX--dit1ons. The \\'illis 
t""rty cllftic<I <>u planc· t3blc surveys, 
on a i;calc of r ·<)O,Ot,lO, with 20 to JO 
nwt<>r wntonrs. from Paitingfu to 
Taija11!11 TliiR lll(lf•l)illi{ w;,~ tl,c work 
11r S,1rgcnl, the l opogmphcr of the ex, 
~lition, one of ll111t group of e,cp<:rt 
C41rtogn1phcrs of lhc l:nitcd States Oc:o 
loj{ical Sllf\'C)', Iii t,8,)i <hly~ ~r~tll 
mapped no le~ thRn lt,500 ,quare kilo, 
mcten;, o«up)'mg ll'IJ .,t11tio11~, loi;;iting 
1,6oo poinlll- b)• intc=tion, and mea,. 
urin~ the altituck~ <If,. r so point","' 

A. H . ll. 

" T he NeR'ritos of Zamba Its'' i, the 
subject or a recent puhhcMic;n ,if 1hc: 
Ethn('>logi<-al Sum:y of the Philippines. 
Thte ~lll;>hkt rs \'ery lully 1lhLstn11cd 
with in;1~ and r•ClllfCll showing the CUS• 

tom~ and life o the; little: hrow11 f>t"<>pl~. 
Although livmg m the mountainous 

and woodtd portions of the islands. tli.: 
Ke1trito l,tfl>W~ tob.1«t•, llUIIY.C, a1>1\ l'~C· 

1ablcs. He usual!)' plant~ in cleared 
spot.~ in the forest, bec:,11_.;c the: ,_.,;1 i~ 

• roarl<r T'm(. Ur ,\lblffht • T1w ln,..,.ltp, 
li<»c• i,- \;hltu, \,y th~ (..,.ntf'j(l~ tu<11tulk>ll. 
n,. ;,;dt. \111011. "pnl ,s. •?.IS· 

100\!te and n~tb 110 1•lowing, as in the 
c.-* of tbc lowland. All w<>rk of dig• 
ginjt 11p the :-:<.lil, plau ling. and culti\'nt• 
mg is done with :«h~rpcnc<I ~ticks of 
h:1ro wood. sometimes, h1:t n()t ~h1•11rs, 
pointed "'Ith 1r•iu, for iron is scarce. 
Tlit piece of ground fo, 1,l:rnting is 
rC)(acd,'<I '" tht personal property of tilt 
head of 1ht fom1ty whkl, rk·are'J it. No 
one ,:I-..: would thiuk of plantin~ 011 it, 
l'VCII tho11i,:h t it<: <>wnc r had abandoned 
it, unlc-.-s he dt-clnr-..J th:lt ht hQ,I 110 
IU'>IC U"<; for it , 

Main• of the \'ices c>I the 'N<·itoto, 
Sa)•~ th"e r..:1)(>rt, an: due to <:ontaet with 
the Ma1'l)':IU, t() wh(lm ht; ,s. !\I le;~,t \ 11 

p>111t of trutbCuloc~. honesty , aud tc,111 -
JK"rance. far ~111..:fior, 

Whilt' livini; 111 t he wild state, they 
hll\'t; II Vtl)' ~•mpl¢ form uf 1(6\'Cflllll,:nt. 
They i1mply gather around the wo,-t 
!)~Wtrfol nmu, wh(l111 th\!y llrt •lukk lt\ 
rt'«IS(ni,,e in 1his wa\• for superior abil• 
itr or greater wtnhh. lnlt wh(n h,·iug 
p:ftctah!y .catlcrcd through the mouci 
t11n, cneh hc,ul (If a f11mil)' i, :, ,mAII 
:111t,)(rnt, 1,1ul role, ht$ famil>· and t ho,,, 
of bis son\ who ct«t to rcm11in with 
him, Whc11 he dit>, tht: oldt'St wn be 
com~ the head of the !amily. 

DECISIONS OF THI! tJ, S. 80ARO ON 
GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 

April S, I~ 

CUSNKSt< _.._()\'tNC>l..', 

.l\ohul (nQI 1'ic•nl,,.'t,, 1'l(All-hn<'I, N,r•r,-hori, 
Ngan bu{. X)(ll.U hwu)'. aur Nt;,•t1•ll'fHl '(f 

Cb<hl:1•111( (not l'h,h.~i•nK, <;b,1:i.>ng. n<>r 
Cl"' ki•n~) 

('hil,li • (not l"t!'<'hih, h .:lnli, r-, rh, Ii, 
Chlh-11, 11<.lf \'hi-Ii), 

l'~l,~..-n • ;11..c Pukkn. l'u ldtn, 1'uh-ll~11. 
nor }'l)(l,kirn), 

11011,11 (n~I\ "'""~" l 
Hf..m cb1anl\ (1XK ft~1dr tn Tu,~f'(.t•n cu,r 

KMhg•ml. 
lluna11 ( 1101 tlu,nan ,_ ll0<>-n1t11) 
llu11<b ◄ not lh••1tth nor I (<>Q P< i 
l(.dl,uu itmt K•n w, K 111iWh~ t1t1f J(.-tl·'-ft<-). 
Ki<l"l("' (11(11 Kio11g-•l nor K1.1ug.-.:l . 
Klaui;111 (IM !sl•nJ1 ... u). 

• k41••"-'IC.t1 ~ t:-rtfou.1o du.i~ 
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K, .. ni:•• (nut K"-."""'• Kwa_ng,u, nor Qt1•t111'• 

""l• 
K,;ao,:t\ChJ( Juot K•·•ugtw-il,:, Kw.us:.~tuug. 

K••antUUJ(. J.!111nac-tunt(, nm Quansc•tUlljtf, 
Ku~khM• \ll(o\ Ku1•(hw. K\\t1d1ci<1, K"~i 

cho .. -, nor Qutio<huw ). 
slunl(lunR ( ll<)I ~h•uluftl( tll)f ~l1A1H1111j(), 
Shan•\ ~- Shan .. , 11<,r Sbf.n ..-). 
~-;,J1C'1Ui (11ot S.htn~i no, ~h.-n-w-) 
~1th"U•u lnlll 5.t~cbu•n. Sre clmon, nor N•• 

chwonl. 
Yitntuu• ( 1)0( ,-uuo,o , \"utt ,~n. 1t11n \'un,nao1. 
Mu•dco, c,ty, Clnua (nol MooktlfJl n<W 

~fo" 1 .. 1,-., I 

&nk• ; Ulan..J~ !,11n5: bc-1w"'n ~um-.tt-A llrid 
)11)111,., •IMI 11411..:11 n.,r 6•uglta) 

C•i,latn•; "-Y, Aluh, bf:l,.ttn lhulrnlt 11,\y 
Ali,I 1-(al(('lcin ~, 

C'IUtfUll)H: . m,. rrnt , .and •to.it, "4»lnC"<"11nJ( 
$lfllliUll .amt ~n J.,_bto HA)~1 (alUut1liA 
(11\>l Cor,tuluo, Karqulo«, nor K.uqu•· 
nat), 

Cll<,111rt11; • ('O<:nt)', Montana (D<>I Chol .. 11). 
f)uoa Ao•; • _,u1y, J""'l-<.>ffi<t', ,,.;i,-, ota­

t«fft. amt l)fttlnct. N,-w Mc-JO<'(• lnut l )(mr1• 
Ar .. 110• 11'ofl~ Aaa). 

C:raM r rh~r. trll><Jtary 19 Ch(' SI fAl,..rtntf 
R1wt, St IAwrC'n~ County, N,w York 
( no-t De {jru,-c1 (~, .. ,._~, n0t t..- Cr•,~-,·), 

lliuliult ; • luul•>r , .l\l1<,,l<a, •tHlMn of lJ11al.uka 
11ar, ...... u4 Oullh lhrbclf !not 11 ... , .. ,1c,. 
Captain• llorhQr, 1~1 l,t••••ltc:0 , 

,,,. C<>nlc-: t111y ••Ml i;-laan, """' al Mi1lol 
blautl, l'r.Juklt !,ou1wl, liCltllh<-... 1..,.n 
,\la._,ka (11ot f.lutli, Hnlll, n(,1 'rb1111,l,:r). 

l,tW\4 and ~•,._,k: • ~ unty. Moui..o• •(not 
1..-w,~ and Clarke). 

l.1111< S..111,,m; stre,1u, tributary \o I>~, Oo, 
tu-~ UCAI "t~,-,;•i ••iill •ht>ut ' mitt:• 'Wftlt 
cw !-,,oln1<1>1 Rlvott, 0."'tl,'<> Counl), Ntw 
\'<,rk {11\>l Salmoo), 

Port t.t,.,..h.r : port, Al,ul<A, •t ht"'1 <>( C'ar­
ta10I &)' ( 11Qt (.apt.111N• lltitlior m:•r St 
l'aut). 

:,,...-1mo1t: <rt~k, tribotary to Vt-tdC" Rwtr 
fr<>cn th~ north<•A:c-c. Y•Npll \.'Qitn\,i. An , 
,on• (m>l llr"fC""I\ 001 l>t~l,\IOn l'orltf 

M•y J. l90S 
Ch.too; city, ('hin• (•••~ Cllllu, Chi fo, Ch•• 

foo, t .. f,"' tue;, . 1'°'" 1\cl1i.fn, 
,..,.,.,1"'.11( ; titr, Chuu1 ( 1io\ Ll•H•)'""~· Ll•n• 

}il.Uf._ l\Ut J.,-N-(•}'f'.11 1. 

'rithng, ~,1,. C.'blu• (not Thlellnsi, Ti,.Br,a, 
no,,- Tit'lht) 

Amtt«'&n C0tnf'tA; 1r1H1i1.)...tt. p(•,.t"(,ffi«, 11mt 
1!0,Ui(t, Ci1t~•Hn~ County, Mu-yland ( ••<•t 
Am~ric.1t Cmntr) 

llii,chinbmo\ ; 111i11•ii,.I • ntn11"'" to T'Yioc~ 
Will 1011, ~ut><I, ooutbun Ala.ska ( 11<>1 
Mc1klc,olm ). 

• -~lftfl of P,~I" ck-ciMoO~ 

Ch~: oulo:. Maron Coonty, N,,111, Ca1<>ltt1• 
r,,,:;t , l1"Jltt). 

llu11ho; po.a..,!![.,. "nd r&1 lro.athta11011, Ru1kr 
<;A)uut)', ()hu) (1w>4 ll~xh•I 

ln,ha•1 : crttk,O,owko Counlr, North Camlin~ 
1 ""' o,ma,,i 1,1>r uill•r<I Mill\. 

Mi..i,,b~•ht.1te:' ~ bMm;h Q( th, ,:,,;-n.ut{cokt lo~~,.• 
DotchMttt 1o111(l <'•tit♦hnt'- t(N1tJtl,., .. ~lAt)'• 
l•PI\. ll!KI K,01 atJd Su,x,, roon1i.-.., Odo. 
nr~ (not lt•"'b)· Hl>fl(. M•r.l, HOJ~. 
\l'•~t R"'ntb ol Narmcok• Rittr, \\'01.,, 
~urtbu-"6t t'mlc .;f Nauurc:11<~. nuf' Nonh­
"'C"\ l't<•Ot( ol N•ntlrtoltt I 

N0<ti,; s;laciN 011 lbe .,.,.,.,J, ,,I T'•ku l11ltl. 
1'0llthl'lhlftfl M•4h (l\t)t KadiM:hlc, KA• 
dl.btc, nor Windom). 

l',,al t '-""• t--'ily; c:-rt)', C~l'll'\I ol la•h (uol Sall 
IAikfl, 

:\anlullah: rrttl: •nd pot,e .. lil .. 't. <~••h<oul 
<'<>•HI\)\ Nurth CaroUn■ (nOI &nltttla nor 
:-Ontutl,,llj. 

Sh,,.t,1rtl; 1")<1--t•Nr•'t atKI wouatalu, Clay 
Coon tr' N<Hlb C•1<>h11a {not ~hol> 11,r,1 ""' 
Sh«,htrd) 

Sh,:,.lwn• . tatal,ll,hnl to, •II plM:e """'"' l>ot 
not for lr-t~l nunt o:r tf"W'J \'#1,\IOt\ 

'l'•l<1.1, gl•~ltl ll lb, hra<l of 'l'aku luld, JOOutb, 
, .. tttn Ala,utnnt K·11111ii Cu11a, Kh11mnA 
<,uua. n,)r l'< .. tct ). 

J-?.1905 
l~nllldJ101>; t1«k, Caldw•II C1>Ut1I)', l{,.,1, 

, u~kr (not l>o!ll..,.,, llo.lt•r1"1n, uor Don, 
••._1n) 

lt.rdcn, i•l•rNI 1n Columbia Rh•('t, ~lultn•► 
atah Count)1

• Or~tlll (o<•t ~Mw'•• Sha•,. 
n(\r \ • .. n(.1ou.,'U ). 

• lturnlbl<,,_ ; pornt, Cho, .. a CMJnl)', NMlh 
Carnlina (noc tlornblo.,~,. ll(,u1\11lt)-,•'1, 
nor ~kinn-tn.~. 

)(l\41lhu., "\"\'t~dcbu1~biut,;u,Cor-wltl 1-.All(l')t\fi• 
,,., th< Arc:u~ roou.t of Al••"-. b<.• milt• 
IOUt h4'&ll of l'l)ilit ""'"' ( n(lt K.-·ulik, 
Kf, lllttk, Kll>'<'l,..k, Kh,il<oa, Ki...,hmll(, 
1111ut. Kln:ilttn:t .. K1\·ilc:0ya, KhC"lo-·, ttvt 
K"··•-linyab ). 

t(l)huk I rh('r \11 nutth ... taih..'fU Ala.a:ka tnl,utary 
to t-lotb•m h1l'1 (not Ko-.·•l. l"11tnAm1 

KQOClk. Kuool, r><>r Ku,•ul<) 
1•,werty, ll<>""• l)(>1•:hw~ Ct,uuty, )hryland 

(D<>I l!totkm.an, Brokrnan. nor liroha-,n). 
R~,ting F.ar ; point, ll<)('('l,,-11•1 Cm1111y, 

MJorylan,l ( 111>t Jl;(,.•11111( c-,,., nor R.,... 
e-~elt) 

'l'l1;a11 : fukimo \0UlJII(< Otl ~·olnt "''IIC'• ,\J(IJ< 
<'00.,tof Ala.ka\n<11 'rik11~,1'1lt ,1,11\h, Tilc,i 
14h-1111in, Til<ir~k. Tilc ,t,ri, Tikfra, Ti~h­
jr~wlut, Tlokoga, Tig<1a. 'rijl-A•r"', 1'1"•"· 
mb, oor l~Afak ). 

Whale: hlan,1.·k, .. ...,.11 Att'l,toak anti Kodiak, 
.I\IA•k• (110I Toboppncrii,, Tohoj>)'llll:k , 
Kct<'y, nor KatthHKc•), 

• Kc.,....,_i q,/ pr~ dtcfirlOA 
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MOROCCO, THf LA D or TUC l!XTROO WEST 
.am! the Story of M} Capuvt·y 

0}' ION Pt::l«>IC\RtS 

With Pkturcs Cif :l\e' People T uwns. arid C<,IJfltf'>. 

OUR Hfl'fiOGfN[-0 s SlSfl!M or Wl:IGHTS 
AD Mf:.I.SURES 

A:1 Ele, t ti If I th • ~ s \\'h)• ilie nhe<S 
5:.Jtt<S Should A.txmdon ts 0~¢ ~~ • m of 
l:.ctl.t'S. f. :,a , t t C 11 t:1-,. 8}' AL ~ A N P ~ R 
Gl<At BcLl : 

hbllahc4 by tlic ~•00011 Gcoeraptal(: -&«ict_.J' 

Hat>bud Mcmoti.&I Hall 
Vlo' U~OCI, I), C. 

$1.50• y., 

U. S. BOARD ON GEOGRAPHlC N A MES 

I T is hereby ordered that there be 
added lo the duties of the l;nitcd 

States Board on Geographic • arncs, 
created by Exccuth,c order dated Sep­
tember 4, 189o, the duty of dctennining, 
changing, and fixing place naincs within 
the 11ited States and insular posses ions, 
and it is hereby directed that all na1nes 
hereafter uggcsted for any place by any 
officer or en1ployee of the governn1ent 
shall be ref err d to said board for its con­
sideration and approval before publica­
tion. 

In these matters, as in all cas s of di·­
puted non1enclature, the decisions of th· 
board are to be accepted by the depart­
ments of government as the standard au­
thority. 

THEODORE ROOSEVELT. 
The Hl Jiite House, Jan,ror,• 23, 19o6. 
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DECISlONS OP TH! UNITED ST A'rBS 
G!OcRAPHIC HOARD 

Th<- frlkm·~ 1mpon:an1 ,k,(1\1t•h~ A"llln,g 
to ~~nplnc m1nw .uid it.cir :a~lw-at,,,.., 'llHot 
rna<k l>y 1ht l..'.nned $t.11n C'~nrihic li0o1.rd 
<,u FclJrua,y 6. 19"7 In l"t'..adm.a.'. di~ .t.,ru., 
"'"' lh(' ~rd ltu otc.,unt'd thtc :atlvH",c, <lf ,nan:r 
r,( ,he fott~I ,'\mnican 1:,<,;traf"'1cn and 
~•lc.guu., and lht ◄!«n1utb hue i-•v~n ;ar(', 
ll't UC•tly ~II n"'•• tit<' rroult o f a ('(>f>~I\U~ 

ot 0$>11tlfflJ :unc,og the- R"'lllkmo1 comultcd 
('uao21..1p,<,--(b< <ntl~ wntcm m«inUin 

~)•tern 1)! ~<rrth Am<nu_ 
Roc>.°' M01·:<-r.-10.;. 11~ 1-11 a.o of Munt:uia. 

lobh<,. \'!')o('f)u1ia., Cvlor-'du, ~e..- :'ltcx,co, :an<! 
~'-IC'm T,r,'.l(.;t.• 

f'1..ATr.,.; Ro;:ini.-11!(' platniu~ (,f t'.<>k•r:adc> 
Rl\'1:r .11\4! n~ l,n11xl1, •· limnNI e>n the- c-.;...c 
by th(' RO(lcy ,.lo11nt:a11h. c fl tlw:- •f"~ h) lhc 
"'a• t,1, kaui....._, ••Id "~tc·ndu1i,: l f'Qm the 
M>Ulhcrn c,r>d uf the- \\":a.a.lch w>nth\\.'l~ . ....,ti, 
.. :a,1 ... ~,.i. at\d , ".1. u,I I<> th< <"A•lun i~>t""' 
a11 ••I 1\<1,t•u l <1lluw1~ tl,c oa.rpmcnl <• I 
th!- ('c>l< n<lo Pt.tun. and 111ctudi~ Mt Ilic 
,,.,..,h tlw Cf,,·11 k"'"' '"'""' 

ll,nlN Jt,. '(C,f$ .-JI tb,,.., lung l<IW«n thr 
l'bt.-~ 1 Rf"8,.,., "'' 1h(- <-:a" , at,t Sicui> :-.. :a,u 
-and l.:-a-.c.1ck tl.1c111:, on tlit: 'l'\'Ot, a111J tht 8h,c 
Mflltnt:ail\$ o! Orrp, "" th.- nc>nh. inclod1ng 
t~ \\ 1'-IUrh .aM .l•Vo<1a1c,1 n~,-. 

l'A<.'.tt'-.; k,,.,,:;c. - tl,.. l:a-cadc !uni..'<. lhc 
5-cru, 11:cu,Li, :md the rul,t nmgr, ~ 
1,.:.t,vdy. 

~IUll■A :-1,:-.•.u•A hm,t«! on :l,c ~th t,,· lh1' 
~p ... .,11}1 vf 1:.-•~n Pc:tk ;ind on ah,, ,,nmh 
b1· 'l'ch•ch1(11 l'J..n. 

CA,c('"JUl( RA>tcf l1m1te<l .,., tl·c ..,..th by lhc 
lt:IP ,uatl < ( I~'"'" ~('.-1. •r.d rxt~ru1ini;: north, 
ware! mtc,, tlnu,h Columbia. 

C'IM , R1,i-1;1t c,xa,c,rwl nonh,.-ard mW c;.,,.. 
au :autl >-A1tl1•·atd into l.(w.•tr C,ltfi:>m1:a. 
an.! inrlu1k :,II m<>untaiui "'OI o{ ~ 
St,u,,i a,,.j ch, Willarnfttc. N«amcnto. ar,d 
San Jc;.aqmn v:allt)1. .anJ )(Mlthwt~t c,f Moh:..•"(' 
P..«rt 

llrtTO<l<flO'I' RA:sr.c:- "('..-trncb rmm C"l:ub 
fQrl. 0<1 the, ,_,hwot CO M()Otwl • tlw- UM•ing 
o( th< ◊l'.f'l:(ln ~ho.-t Ln>e on tlic '.1()<1tht-"l, 
,ndutlin.i: :a:t Ul'"llllt~1n '9llf"-, 

Mruio:s RA!'((;( nn~ ~"1 :tnd -lt~••t 
ot l~thu.d talc. Moom1.a 

W .-A~II RAt-GE-1t1Clu.lt •-fl t~ nnnh the 
B,,11t R1Hr Rang~. C1CCNKl1111: I" chc: ~ <>I 
tiear R"tf .-1 SN!:a S11ril1'.", ld.at1u1. ;a,id (lfl 
the MJC1th t>.tu,d, en th.t n1<~1th cf :-an l'<I< 
Ri,rr t11r_aor ~11111>,ou 
~ .. ~ ]cAH MOCNT,\J'<~ 111<11•~ all the, 

nwuntai,» <>f JOUlh" <'OIi n,Jo~atk, .. .1t11h ,,f 
Cunuuon 1(, .. -., .,.Ml n f S:tn Lu,~ \'all<'.) , :a.nd 
c:m nf the RK> ~ndt Suuthtrn R~tlroad. 

~.u-■J.MLYTO )tot,,.~,~ tl('ltu!.- thN(' 
gr~p> \i.n<•-..·1\ lb, Jio.nlb, ~><:rr.i lJl.1.r~. Sl.-­
r.anwnto, 11.11d C.,111-d>lupr. 

S \lMOK lh\"Dc Mou:.1'Atl< indudr lh" 

i"'"'l' in t'tntral ld.,hc) l)l!IJ: M.-ulb of m::un 
Salm..-n R,...-r, w,.,t .,, L~mtt, R1,~,. 11Mth uf 
~Olllec Rl\u, a11d U>t o( tht u.tlq uf \\cuu 
k.1~1 . 

It~\ t. l\101 l!n°!\11\b-t.nrluck all tlir t1K1Ulll.Jms 
of foOt-tbcai~l4'm Orci"fl witl, tb., cxccpt1r.i n f 
th~ \\'~Jlo..-i M<ountam,. ancl C").t4'fld 11th> 
\\';1,hntllton. 

SAM.a:t PC ('a1,c10 k.J\s,:.1,- cxac-n,1~ lr(l1\ 
Pnll(hil Pa•'- Colorado. ,,. ilk- 11t•dibv1 hl>Otl 
ol ~ma F'f>, Ne-.,.. M.-xk<s. thus ll'IClud,~ lltt 
<()Ull,rrs, 1•.•rt1u, wr..a.llr lm<twn ~ the- (ul.l"11 
Rllll(C. 

1-•_,,_ T R ,xc:..: in, I,,,;,_ uu the no<tb I.ht 
l.uatmc kar111eo, •• lu u &he cro1,-.in11: n{ chc: 
t:-:crt.h l'IJittr :ui4 on \he lo(l\llh indudc~ lhc 
r,1tr< r(-1,k 1,;r<~•i• 

l\i-r,.i., .:111Ai,i ~V>ttM mdu<lr< 11ll 1hc o•t • 
cm mc-A.1nt.:11n< n( the- Ur,it,.,~ Still~ lr(,,rt Al.a• 
t.ami 10 notthtrn M~inr 

l!l.1-t Rwc;~ ir.clll<!<'~ the- ridll'C' c->.undi~ 
frc,n JI r ..... """'' no~h n ( I httlCI. ""'"> l(t 
nuHlotrn c",.....,,111.r. 

ArPAI.ACHIAI>' l 'v.tt.1.u tncluclc-, lb< c-n11Jt­
r,b1c-a11 fnnn1ng 1lw wc-<ltm n1itr11b<r o{ tht 
AJ,t,1l .. ~11o1r11 • rlcm. i(nc.,wrt In Ch< r1ncth a, Cllt 
Alkil,a.ny l'I.J1c;a.u an<! in lhc wuth ;a., lhc 
C'~1nJ,ula1,(I ('1,\lr~,, 

Oo.va. PI.ATltAl/ tbc ~J•tcau 111 11,,r1hwt~l­
un Arnn.u• ;and ,011thcrn !\!,....,.,., 

Ot·An11i-.-r... t.lou>-TJ.1,,- th(' ~i.~ nr 
,..e,tun Ar'c:rn~:u wutb <!I thc l\t\;.,,t,.a, k1v('f, 
lorli:,n T•rnt<>rT, :md Oklahom:o. 

COMMlTIEBS OF 19Q7 

The- fnll, ",nit cc,mmtllN'!' of th,c, .ll::at~l 
f~t,i:rof•lii,. ~•ti )' ha\( ™'<'" :l[l'.l'>mtrd t,y 
rr.-,ldn,t \\',11., L. \l<••fc fot _1c;r.7 

F..-rr•ln ~ C<tUIWlllt< f't6icknt. \lttt 
Pr~aj,.•Jll, Trc-ll14trrr, Secrr1:ary. Mc: •rt 
81<\uut. c,~,c.-. tu>el l!,-n'J', 

f.'Mtr•U -Cb:trki. J. lkU. J<>t,n Jr.,· r ... ,..,,..,, 
C11bc,rt II. Gr<1~vu1<>r 

Cn"'"'t1•ic,11fo,u (l.ccturtt :a.Dd Mttllniti) , 
-Ctlti<:tt H Crr.1,,11t>r 

l(".-.,-rct. - ll<:UfJ' C 11tc<tt, J Hr,,.:ar<I Cort. 
C li•rt llfrrn::un. r V Crn·ilk, I\ J, Htllf) , 
0 H Ta(lln.,nn. C' W 1Ill)r1o. [_ A U..U.,.-, 
\ \ ' H. Holmn. {) P o\o"1in C M. l-,1(-< 1.-,, 
C,lbrn Ii Groo,r,...-nor (With l"""c.r of the 
<"h.irnun Ir> a<ld Ir> ii~ mcmhr<'-) 

f'wNuoti.u1-1-Cilh<n H Cr<K1o,nor, A \\' 
c~«k W J M(t'-. ('_ lbn Mrn-u,m. w,11,. 
[ _ Mt•>t,;, O H. Tirt,.um._ 0 r A111.1in. 
1\lcu,,.!1,-r C, ,h~111 Rell, l.>.\ .. ,d T [b>', (', K. 
G1rt><Cr1. A11~I<• Ht•lpnn, k 0. SlahibitrJ , 
Alln-d ll. Broc>l<i, A:.,-undcr ~tc,\d,c. Almuo 
Cunnunn._ 0..nd Faurduld 

Ad•i.ui,,ru -0. l' A1nhn, C,lb.-rt ! I. 
C..-, rnor. Charin °"1hy 

/,wa1. 0 f' A11<.1,r,, C.ill,rrc II <:,.,..,~" 
,...,. H I K11nl,wll 

/:J'(•rNtal -H<1•11 F. Bl"'111ll, 11, \' Cc>-111.-. 
C,lbcr1 H Cro,H•nor, ()u,. Lucbkrrt 
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'cw Atlas ~-laps Announced by 'r he Society 

Expanded :\lap Progr;im, M;irking J:liauonail Gcogr;iphic's 70th Year, 
\ V1ll Brn1g to Members Pl;ite$ for a Bi~ New A1las 

l:!Y )AMES i\1. DAr<I.I::\' 

('hi,( C:trtoenphu, t,;•11cmal C~t'lpl,.i( 5.ici,1)• 

E\'ER S.<1~ l\lan:u P,llo j.1<1rneytd to 
Catha)" snd Culuml,u,', ar;,,\'d~ t, ... vcd 
UK Ocun Sea, 1t\llj~ h:r,"t" ,stM"l~ ad­

,...,,turc,. Each inkfd-in line -ptaks uf man's 
qlX"'I fnr lM dut:int shore,, his ur)'(t' lo lathool 
t~ my<l~nous = or to sea~ th<' loftr ~k. 

I\M,.m.,I ~r.iphic Socidy maps. rontm11c-
10 , tnkt th.- r..-:q.,c,~,.,. (ho<d. MC'fflllC'fs ~­
cbtm thL-nt a, '\\""\"la~ t:t•m.panlon, nn :rn)r 

tnp and '"4:i< C;tr;.-ct> 10 '"'"'""")' 1)b=. 
l\ow, oo tht- 7011! ~n11iv<?:r:.1u}' of tbt found­

'"" ()f TIM" S.OCiely, ~n1bu~ mil rc,ap C'\'C'n 

i:r('llt~r """ard~ from • ,a,tl)" ~nw!.,.l ""'I' 
prui;rnm. Af~c·r lnni; -J~ly and rbrtn1,q;, Tht 
&,cod)' launc:M w,tJ1 lhi~ 1,sut 311 an1liitious 
r."" r,c-oj,ct th<' NatiClftlll CN>)trllphic World 
,\(lu map -~j, 

The ~ndr ji~ 1n<I Lu~r S<alc nf •~ 
map,. ""'ke< them ul<"tl In, ,-u,...Jmt:t: while 
tru~lin1t "-" wtfl a, fur cefttt'tlCtc us«, al 
horn,;, All ffi!I.J>S in thi> ~ will ~ the 
"'™' Sil<, p.fan~ iu. inlfltr.11 plat~ <.>f .! 

w1>rkt /\till• whi<-h c-~~h me-mt~ (2n huikt u1• 
fnr lumsclf. 

Mnnw., k"mttl)' rtctl\-..l fuw :Wllplffl~nl 
maps a y~•- In tl>SS, ho\lt'\tt, )'Our Na­
tiooal Groitraprucs wiU brilllt tbt first K'-TI\ 

Jn l.hi:c tmpt'M'Unl 11C'f'' ,!\tL'l."-~~ 

\-a.rh>,g,n&pften Ouartin.g \\' orfd Anc-\\1 

\\"~n I ;o,~ Tix ~l>•'s Slaff J1 )'C'-1f'l­

a1,.•,u, it,. C.art~11h1c U,vu.lon CXN\.'l;.l"lt.cd n1 two 
1Jld1-Cb1~I C.1nvi:,~pbr1 Ali.161 H. Bu,11-
stc-ad and My,r.t'lf. T«by we have JS men and 
"'~C'f> h.~r<! at w<>rk ,oo d,e fir<I ~I( doz.-n 
.i-t, uf the \lb., ~•<"--

Laut ynr' our loo, br'jt~ lt'tH.'Uiur .MJJ,P~ 
mn>t m.111>5 tOlaltd nirw million ~ Thi• 
year, Wf1.b ttw- sn,:-n AI L"L~ JJl.ilJxly tht- numlwr 
"ill _, to I 6 1nilli,K1. 

f'<>r l!>i~ ~ th( (ntir(' "'(><kf is OOnj! 
rrup1l<'tl ,.1,.,.,i,, tq;IQ(l b)' tt-i.i<>n 'thr.<t' well 
also tl<' an occa.YOllal ~ii,J-pu~ n-.ap, 
l'tKh ~s one f>bnrl('II lcw I 'I.SS :<h<:>wln1t d,c 
>-:ititlful l'lotiu ,imJ :.looun....,~ ol tl1e Uruttd 
Statu and Canada. 

All .\tb< m.,11<' will Of""' <Mil tn lS by 19 
ic>Cho -11 tt1CMJi,;b f.,, """° <ii ti;,Dllling, )ti 

(,6 

1.-sr,Kt' Nl91Ut'1 10 pnmll :\ 1,.'t'nc-rw, qi.- ~nd 
-.~llh ol ,lrt>til One, for inst.:t,itt, ,.;11 1:or 
tray ~ Rrui.Jl hit,< on a scitlt' of 28.J> 1nilts 
to the 111d> ~lcxl<-m "blffd," or 11\lU'KI~ 

d~ n\lll<ts u:,,t ol nil OS <qll3r<' inches lo 
con,..-y jte,og,Jl•l>hic utlumulion, 

To ht-Ip membtt~ i,,e,,"" tht-rr ,\d;.~ m~p, 
for ~l) 'l'<'ft'<C'n<t', 'Ow, Sudtly t, pt,-1,woi; 
JI jlurc!y, ~tlcy·th"' por\lolio. "'h1ch "ill IM" 
avail.sl,lt :ti mc1<!Nt (ll<'\. \\'ith ii will coow, 
a ~lu;.,a,y of K~"'phic l<nTI• u:s«I m thc­
oe,,• map5. Lattr a ~.cmp,...hm,;i,..- incl.-x ,.;11 
~ (Olll(k~. (OOCiininj! nu c;,tun.,1«1 I Z{),000 
Jlb« ll311XS, 

1-1'.K<' w;,11 <h.tl'ls will al«> ~ J>f,S,,nted to 
l'llffl1ben from hm(' I<> limr, an<! cq,1cs of 
oi.aps ))<M>U:>ly L"-1""l "ill c:,>ntinU<' tn he 
avaibblt fir.>m T!>O Sodtty 

Wirucr l{.-.Jid•> Art• Dt'l>icrcd Pint 

N,,,.., ,., ll-r Chnstm.u pa._<t arid 1unter·,. chill 
~Illini; 0""' 111( L,"'1, man)' Ao~OC:\M lhmk 
loil#ngl)' uf tuy,il 1•1lms, qrm Florida Mod~. 
and m&je!>tic saillab 'flc><lini; m bh1<' Gulf 
St=m l\"JilttS. II ><>U jc,iri tt1e thi,U>and, 
ti.-;.cl,n,; ><1\l lh ((lr a h-Ol1da)' in tM sun, )'OU 

will w~nt I<> t.,k., ~In~ t~,...,,. MAI' OF THE 
SOUTHR.\STEk:-.: rx1Tt1> s·rA'tts ~­
('(11llp.111)'1nl{ this issut oi ) oo, <'><'<~r.tpluc. 

\\'hc-thrr )'l)U (r\li<f oo tltf" lntra(1>;uu.l 
\\'~t"""")" tin~ l!lnni; f"lo<i<la ·, nc-w Sun.<bmc 
Stale l'arl:. .. ay, or t,avrl l,y train or "irpbnc, 
chi• lr<1d-0ff map in tile ntt.' Aat., ,.,.,.,,. will 
(fi~rt )'O\lr !Gl)' to \\1nl~r \\1tm1th. 

t::ach )'I'~• mc1<r h11trl, ,c-row(! th,- j!)itttrinl! 
sk)llllt 1l Mi.&n1i Uc;u:h (!'•it~ $,1,S:5), rn"'1'. 
r('!()(tS optn .aloolt Florida's ·'C<,ld Cu.ol" tu 
r~vr \"3c:'lttoning thmo.KS (m.,p lnq-1 c:1 

Kt}' Bi!O)•t~, >n wlinb:\t,ir.,d S....th S<"' 
•*" until abo<lt I s )'t'3CS 8lW. is today lL )'otllf­

rouncl rol•~1:mund linked In lht- INlinl•nd hy 
k1<kc:11l,:.cktr c~-y (flui;t 61!,) t'oon1y 
(l'<l'll((I Cnmdoo f'uk. wbrre lhou..<ands come 
to b;athr an !'aim lrioi,<"11 li«>chc,, 11, pimk, 
"' tu vWl l~ lA)(), wrer th<' "t}' with .• 
fa.st-1trowi"l[ CQmmumty of horn~ m<>(~ls, and 
<floi>I••~ "'1llrr:<. 

In 1b1tt drt.."lo ,r !\\dli~ tidt uf nc:"' ,eJ. 

l'- h ;\lw,l)cr C.n 9u;fJ Up Hi, O,rn All•• ol ,i.., World 
t:t."4 <;.,.,,,_,..,.... I•"""' )I P,,,i,y "'- 9"" .,., of t>iNll.,. Ill< """'" la Ill< MW '"'" 
~ SlMc, aO will bt lbt 11..ftk ..ar, oa,. .-. .. ~ U1'J1~f and (h,-a-.ird or bound t~bt, 
tn a ,--.u1Ce:y- ol ~--- for quilt and ffl)' ttl«-t:nc:c, ot ln(1"r\~t'- fib)' ,;_u.,,fr, t~ l'l;:a~ 
box \)1..'f' portfolio to l"t" ~ 1,.,m_blf by 1llit Sodd_y 1.t t.oi.. co.L Mb.. C.m.f c:ur.,lftiJCli;a.nt 
(If •!Mt (".arh•trai,b,k- 0.~bitm th,,t_,. .a pc,.r1f ot lbC' 6rst Att1.1 map., -SO-..t.bcbtdl\ Un.ltfd 
~t"'- $ht, \IV\ ~•• t>uDt11n-., cwv MJiu•u.• t•mwlt~•l t•• ~ft! toms,lrtffliftl Mid l«VrM:)'~ 

drnt5 has Pl).<bcd F1Qrida from .list to !.\th 
pt,q- Om(lfllt lh(; :-;Lil ('!< in fXIJMlmli(in 

Tht n1ti1t Soutl,n,.t ;,. ri<ll in bintny. 
Jamf<tOWfl, Willi~rruburit, \'orktown , Huprrs 
ftny, f9rt 5',ml('f, ,\t>tJnm!<tlnx~• m1>ll1l1>1~ 
or 11lu:t ,.,mo c;harg~.J with manu~ ,.Pl"""' 
OD tbi1 Atbs map. H trt' 3Tf" sotlllC :tnd 
r«r('~tihnal pla(r~ that t1Urnrt inrr.-.a.'U~ 
numbc;r'\ o! AmttetJI •~ toud.>l·c Kmtuc:k.>·•s 

'.\fant,ooth Otvt, with IOOfr than t SO mile< 
of t,rplo,,:d t>a!<"'1J::<""">"• the- l>C';mlilul lail\6 
ol 1hr T.,.....,_~ V~Hry; Shfflando:d, N:a 

tion&I l'.ul: and fa,~ Slt)•lu>t l>rJ"t, ~ncl 
th(' Gr<"at Srnokk5. th<' n_. , isittd of our 
Mlic111al ,.,.,k ~l'Q', with an C'Slimatrd tllrtt 
million vhituH in 19$7 

0'1 North Ca.roll,~'• Oultr B2nl.Ji, whftt 
Sir \\'.-.h.., R~lril(h •~ Rc»nokr hblod (olooi•l• 
pctbhtd And pimtc,, and wr«i;c,'.,. OIX'.r lu,C-, 
WI)" to llw-lr dtstructi,>n, llw Wo,ithl l>r0tJ1tn 
u<h(,rrd in th..- a~..- of poWC'l'td lli,1tb1 E,~., 
I\IQl'c: Jx><lr.nl QU> --•~ the rod:rt< lt..l l<>My 
blast ofl from Patrick Air Foret Mi~k Toi 
CrntC1' at CJ1Pf Can,n~ral, Flori<ln. A S,000. 

~1 



..... , 
• k #111 ... J., ,:k 

r 



BEHIND THE SCE ES 

I• fl 

• 





Conventional place-names

Physical features: Geographical and Hydrographical 
names

Cultural features: Political and Populated place-names
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Conventional place-names
Shared geographic features – Physical and political reference maps and atlas sectional plates

Dead Sea

Yam HaMelah Hebrew-

Al Bahr al Mayyit
Arabic

Carpathian Mountains

Kárpatók
Hungarian  

Carpati
Romanian 

Karpati Czech, Polish, Slovak, Ukrainian

¸ ¸



Variant place-names
Political reference maps and atlas sectional plates

Alternating variant names: Ireland (Erie)

Romanized names—Native (Conventional): Italy

Toraigh (Tory I.)

Creeslough (An Craoslach)
Conventional (Local-Gaelic)

Local-Gaelic (Conventional)

Venezia (Venice)

MILANO (MILAN)
Romanized–Native (Conventional)

Romanized–Native (Conventional)

´

An Leadhb 
(L.ea&!jltl~,dJ 

Toraigh (Tory I.I 

I 0, 
) 1\, 

/: s O u 
1' 0 -r/f\ 

~/· \ a-

/ tnis BO Finne 
,- (/nishbo'f'q,) 

Bloody Fofeland ', 

Earra Thlre 

Me/more 

ain~ 

etterke 
Cl•fUr Cean 



Transliterated place-names

Ar Riyāḑ (Riyadh)

Athína (Athens)

El Qâhira (Cairo)

Krung Thep (Bangkok)

Moskva (Moscow)

Political reference maps and atlas sectional plates



Contentious place-names

Local (Chinese) short-form name

Conventional name

Conventional name

Local name
Variant (Tibetan) name
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ASAMBLEA NACIONAL 
DEL PODER POPULAR 

RICARDO ALARCON DE QUESADA, Presidente de la 
Asarrhlea Naci:mal del Poder P..,ular de la ~mo:a 
de Cuba. 
HAGO SABER: Que la Asamblea Nacional del Poder 

Popular, en la sesi6n de! lro. de agosto de 2010, correspon­
diente al Quinto Periodo Ordinario de Sesiones de la Septi­
ma Leg,'.slatura, en concordancia con lo establec:ido en el 
Artiailo 75, inciso b) de la Constituci6n de la Republica, ha 
adoptado el siguiente: 

ACUERDO NUMERO VII -49 
Aprobar por wianimidad la Ley No. I 10, "Modificativa 

de la Ley No. 1304 de 3 de julio de 1976 De la Division 
Pol!tico-Administrativa" y el dictamen elaborado por la 
C onisi6n de Asuntos Conslitucionales y Juridico~ 

Publiquese en la Gace1a Oficial de la Republica para ge­
neral conocimiento. 

Dado en la sala de sesiones de la Asamblea Nacional de! 
Poder Popular, Palacio de las Convenciones, ciudad de La 
Habana, el dia lro. deagosto de 2010. 

RICARDO ALARCON DE QUESADA Presidente de la 
Asamblea Nacional de! Poder Popular de la Republi­
ca de Cuba. 
HAGO SABER: Que la Asamblea Nacional de! Poder 

Popular de la Republica de Cuba en sesion celebrada el dia 
lro. deagosto de 2010, correspondiente al V Periodo Ordi­
nario de Sesiones de la VII Legjslatura, ha aprobado lo 
siguiente· 

POR CUANTO: La Constituci6n de la Republica en su 
Artiailo 102 define que "el tenitorio nac:ional, paralos fines 
politico~dirinistrativos, se divide en provincias y munici­
pios: el numero, los limit.es y la denominaci6n de los cuales 
se establece en la Ley". 

PORCUANTO: LaLeyNo. 1304 de3 deJuliode 1976, 
Ley de Divisi6n Politico-Administrativa, estableci6 la divi­
sion del pais en catorce provincias y ciento sesellla y nueve 
municipios, incluyendo el llllnicipio especial Isla de la 
Juventud, con expresi6n de sus nombres y de su distribuci6n 
en el tenitorio nacional. 

POR CUANTO: La experiencia obtenida ha demostrado 
la necesidad de efectuar modificaciones a la act.ual division 
politico~dministrativa a los efectos de alcamar una organi-
2>1c:i6nmas racional y func:ional que contribuya al desarrollo 
econrrnico y social de! pais. 

POR TANTO: En uso de la lacultad que le otorga el Ar­
ticulo 75 inc:iso b), de la Constiruci6n de la Republica, la 
Asamblea Nacional de! Poder Popular aprobo la siguiente: 

LEY No. HO 
"MODIFICATIVA DE LA LEY No. 1304 

DE 3 DE J ULIO DE 1976 DE LA DIVISION 
POLITICO-ADMINISTRATIVA" 

ARTICULO 1.-Se roodifican los articulos de! I al 5 de la 
Ley No. 1304 de 3 dejulio de 1976, los que quedanredac­
tados de la manera siguiente: 

"Articulo 1.-El territorio national, para los fines politico­
administrativos, se divide en quince provincias y en ciento 
sesenta y ocho municipios, incluyendo el municipio especial 
Isla de la Juventud''. 

"Articulo 2.-Las provincias se denoninan: Pinar de! Rio, 
Artemi3 La Habana, a~ beque, Matanzas, Villa Clara, 
Cienfuegos, Sancti Spiritus, Ciego de Avila, Carnaguey, Las 
Tunas, Holguin, Gramm, Santiago de Cuba y Guanlanamo". 

"Articulo 3.-La provincia de Pinar de! Rlo con;,rende las 
once municipios siguientes; Sandino, Mantua, Minas de 
Matahambre, Viiiales, La Palma, Los Palacios, Consolacion 
de! SUr, Pinar de! Rio, San Luis, San Juan y Martinez y 
Guane. 

La capital de la provincia es la ciudad de Pinar de! Rio". 
"Articulo 4.-La provirr:ia de La Habana comprende las 

quince municipios siglientes: Playa, Pl= de la Revoluc:i6n, 
Centro Habana, La Habana Vieja, Regla, La Habara de! Este, 
Guanabacoa, San Miguel de! Padron, Diez de Octubre, Cerro, 
Marianao, La Lisa, B oyeros, Arroyo Naranjo y Cotc:no. 

La capital de la provincia es la ciudad de La Habana". 
"Articulo 5.-La provincia de Artemisa comprende los 

once munic:ipios siguientes: Bahia Honda, Mariel, Guana­
jay, Caimito, Bauta, San Antonio de las Baiios, Giiira de 
Melena, Alqui2>1r, Artemisa, Candelariay San Cristobal. 

La capital de la provincia es la ciudad deArternisa". 
ARTICULO 2.-Se intercalan dos nuevos articulos a la 

Ley No. 1304 de 3 de julio de 1976, ruya numeraci6n se 
ajusta en lo sucesivo en correspondencia con esto, 
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FNC367 
ItemS.1 

Summary: 1his paper recommendJ appr11Val of two n"' first-<>rderadministron,e dMsions (ADMls) in Cuba. 1he m~ 
new ADM ls are the result of the di,•ision of the former Pro,,ncia de La Habana. 1his increases the total of ADM ls for 
Cuba to 16 from the 15 presently listed in the GNDB. A new center point for Pt0>1ncia de Pinar de/ Rio is necessary 
du, to thre, of its municipalities being involvf.d in the creation of ths nsw administrativs divisions. Provincia ds 
Ciudad de La Habana has been renamed Pto,1ncia de La Habana. 

PrCSCIII Entry 

Ciudad de La Habana, Pro,i ocia de (loog fonn]; 

Ciudad de La Habaoa [short fonn]: 

ADM! 23° 08' N 82° 22' W (CU02) 

La Habana, Proviocia de [loog fonn]; 

La Habaoa (short fonn]: 

ADM! 22° 45' N 82° 10' W (CUil) 

Pinar del Rio, Pro,inda de [long form]; 

Pillai· del Rio [short form]: 

ADM! 22° 35' N 83° 40' W (CU0l) 

None 

None 

Recommended Entry 

La Habana, Pro,incia de [long form]; 

La Habana [short form]: 
ADM! 23° 05' N 82° 18' W (CU02) 

La Habana, Pro,incia de Uong form); 

La Habana (short fonn]: 

ADMIH 22° 45' N 82° 10' W (CU00) 

Pinar de! Rio, Pro,incia de [loog form]; 

Pillar del Rio [short form] 

ADM! 22° 25' 00" N 83° 50' 00" W (CU0l) 

Artemisa, Pro, inria de ~oog form); 

Artemisa (short form) 

ADM! 22°53' N 82°42' W (CU17) 

i\layabeque, Pro,ioda de [long form]; 

Mayabeque [short form): 

ADM! 22°53'N 81°57' W(CU18) 

The recommended file change is based oo evidence cootaincd in the following sources: 

1. Gaceta Oficial de la Republica de Cuba, Ninnero 23, Ley Modifictiva de la Ley No. I 304 de 
Julio se 1976 "Ley de la Division Politico Administrafiva," 2 septcn1ber 2010. 

2. El Pais.com lnlernaciooal. 
http://www.elpais.com/articulo/intemacional/Cuba/divide/provincia/Habana/ahorrar/costes/elpepuintl2010060 
8elpepuint IOfTes 
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PLACE-NAMES 

Follow National Geographic Atlas of the World, then the U.S. Board on Geographic Names, whose database for U.S. and Antarctic 
place-names can be found at the USGS Geognwhic Names Information System and for non-U.S. names at the National Geos_patial­
Intelligence Agency (NGA). See also individual entries in this manual. 
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