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U.S. Department of Justice
INTERPOL Washington
U.S. National Central Bureau

Washington, DC 20530

March 26, 2026

FOIA # 2026-USMS-000621

This responds to your request dated December 20, 2025, to INTERPOL Washington,
U.S. National Central Bureau (USNCB), pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) for
information concerning the internal history of USNCB; a copy of each unpublished history of
USNCB. I had been told some years ago that USNCB did not (at the time) have a document
EXCLUSIVELY summarizing its internal history, so I request documents that contain internal
history, even if that does not comprise the entire document.

We received your request on December 22, 2025. Please refer to the above FOIA
number assigned to your request in any additional correspondence. The USNCB has adopted a
"multi-track processing" of FOIA requests based on the estimated amount of work and time
needed to process the request. The criteria for assignment to a specific track can be found in the
Department of Justice FOIA Regulations at 28 C.F.R. § 16.5(b). Your request has been assigned
to the simple track.

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement
and national security records from the requirements of the FOIA. See S U.S.C. § 552(c). This
response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA. This is a
standard notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication
that excluded records do, or do not, exist. Please be advised that we have considered the
foreseeable harm standard when reviewing records and applying FOIA exemptions.

A reasonable search of the INTERPOL Washington indices located materials responsive
to your request. We are releasing 74 pages with partial redactions pursuant to Title 5, United
States Code, Section 552 (b)(5), (b)(6), (b)(7)(C), (b)(7)(D) and (b)(7)(E) of the FOIA. Please be
advised that we have considered the foreseeable harm standard when reviewing records and
applying FOIA exemptions.
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5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(5), which concerns certain inter- and intra-agency communications
protected by the deliberative process privilege; [and]

5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(6), which concerns material the release of which would constitute a
clearly unwarranted invasion of the personal privacy of third parties; [and]

5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(7)(C), which concerns records or information compiled for law
enforcement purposes the release of which could reasonably be expected to constitute an
unwarranted invasion of the personal privacy of third parties; [and]

5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(7)(D), which concerns records or information compiled for law
enforcement purposes the release of which could reasonably be expected to disclose the
identities of confidential sources and information furnished by such sources; [and]

5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(7)(E), which concerns records or information compiled for law
enforcement purposes the release of which would disclose techniques and procedures for law
enforcement investigations or prosecutions.

12 pages concern the Department of Justice, Office of Attorney General (DOJ/AG). The
USNCSB is referring these documents to DOJ/AG for determination of releasability in accordance
with the FOIA. You may expect a determination from DOJ/AG concerning your request.

Information originating with INTERPOL and foreign National Central Bureaus is
provided to the USNCB pursuant to resolutions adopted by INTERPOL in 1974 and 1988, and
the information is provided to USNCB with an understanding that it is for law enforcement
purposes only.

28 pages concerns inter- and intra-agency communications and is being withheld in full,
pursuant to Exemption (b)(5).

2 pages originated with a foreign National Central Bureau and is being withheld in full,
pursuant to Exemption (b)(7)(D).

89 pages concerns techniques and procedures for law enforcement investigations or
prosecutions and is being withheld in full, pursuant to Exemption (b)(7)(E).

If you are not satisfied with INTERPOL Washington’s determination in response to this
request, you may administratively appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy
(OIP), United States Department of Justice, 441 G Street, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, D.C.
20530, or you may submit an appeal through OIP's FOIA STAR portal by creating an account
following the instructions on OIP’s website: https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-
request-or-appeal. Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically transmitted within 90 days
of the date of my response to your request. If you submit your appeal by mail, both the letter and
the envelope should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Act Appeal.”
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Additionally, you may contact the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS) at
the National Archives and Records Administration to inquire about the FOIA mediation services
they offer. The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government Information
Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College
Park, Maryland 20740-6001, e-mail at ogis@nara.gov ; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-
877-684-6448; or facsimile at 202-741-5769.

You may contact the INTERPOL Washington FOIA Requester Service Center, as well as
our FOIA Public Liaison, for any further assistance and to discuss any aspect of your request.
Our contact information is as follows: INTERPOL Washington, U.S. Department of Justice, CG-
3 15th Floor, Washington, DC 20530-0001, Attention: Office of General Counsel, Tel.: 202-616-
0201, Email: Interpol-USNCB.FOIA@usdoj.gov.

Sincerely,

K\XQM, \j hf’:‘l/"—

Jessica Younger '

Government Information Specialist, for
Charlotte Luckstone,

Acting General Counsel

Enclosures


mailto:ogis@nara.gov
mailto:Interpol-USNCB.FOIA@usdoj.gov



































































d

HISTORY OF USNCB AS I KNOW IT:

Congress authorized U.S. membership in 1938, but the U.S. did not
become a dues-paying member until 1947, after the organization
was re-formed followirig World War II.

J.Edgar Hoover was named U.S. representative to INTERPOL. He
never peraonally attended a meeting, although he did designate
people to attend General Assembly meetings. In 1950 he withdrew
from the organization, naming disagreement with the organization
over a hijacking eituation and subsequent issuance Jf Red Notices
on the hijackers as the reason. Treasury maintained an informal
liaison with INTERPOL because of successes in the areas of
narcotics and currency violations, and in 1958, the Attorney
General designated the Secretary of the Treasury ae the official
representative to INTERPOL. Treasury created the USNCB in 1969
by naming the first Chief: He was Ken Giannoules, a Special
Agent with the U.S. Secret Service. The staff numbered 3 people:
The Chief, a Clerk, and a Translator. Jan Stromsem was the
translator.

The gecond Chief was Lou Sima, also a Secret Service Agent.

In 1977 (after the 1975/1976 Congressional Hearings which were
prompted by the claims of the Church of Scientology), there was a
battle between Justice and Treasury, ultimately settled by a
Memorandum of Understanding which designated the Attorney General
as the permanent representative and the Secretary of the Treasury
as the Alternate. Justice and Treasury agreed to share
management of the NCB through the appointment of the Chief and
Deputy Chief, with the two positions rotating every two years.
Somewhere along the line, a Deputy Chief for Operations and
Administration emerged. In 1981, the USNCB became a component
within the Department of Justice and Justice assumed
responsibility for funding the NCB.

In 1983, the MOU was amended to increase the terms of Chief and
Deputy Chief to four years, and in 1987, the positions were made
permanent under Justice in the interest of institutionalizing the
NCB. I believe the position of Deputy Chief for Investigations
was also eliminated, resulting in only one Deputy Chief. 1In
1990, it was amended once again, taking it back to the 1977
provisions, i.e., Chief and Deputy Chief detailed and rotating
every two years.







INTERPOL Timeline from 1923 to present

Date Event Answer
1923 What date was INTERPOL founded? September 7, 1923
1923 What was the first name of INTERPOL? Internatignal Criminal
Police Commission (ICPC),
or
International Police Criminal
Organization
1938 What significant event happened to ICPC? Nazis took control and
relocated the organization
to Berlin in 1942
1938 When did Congress autharize U.S. membership in | In 1938, Congress
INTERPOL? authorized U.S. membership
in INTERPOL (Title 22 USC
Section 263a22; CFR Section
0.34 - General Functions —
and assigns legislative
authority for functions to
the Chief, U.S. National
Central Bureau)
1946 When did ICPC assume the name of International | June 1946, ICPC becomes
Criminal Police Organization- INTERPOL? INTERPOL
1947 When was the first Red Notice issued, and to 1947 to a Russian national
whom? wanted for murdering a
policeman
1950 When was INTERPOL flag created? 1950
1958 Who designated Department of Treasury to The AG
represent the U.5.7
1560 Who hosted the 29" INTERPOL General Assembiy | United States in Washington
and where? DL
1565 Wheo created the USNCB? Treasury creates the USNCB
1572 Who recognized INTERPOL as an international United Nations in 1972 in
organization and when? France
1977 Who became the U.S. Representative to Attomey General (Justice)
INTERPOL Washington? with Treasury Secretary as
alternate
1981 Whendid USNCB become a component of Justice | The USNCB became a

Department?

component of the
Department of Justice in
1981, though it was still co-
managed by the Treasury
Department,

1/19/2023

1



1989 Which city did INTERPOL General Secretariat In 1989 in Lyon, France
located to and when?
2001 When did INTERPOL become a 24/7 operation? After September 11, 2001
2002 When did INTERPOL launch a secure global 1-24/7 and SLTD database
communication system and what was it called?
2011 What year was USNCB renamed to? In 2011 ISNCB was renamed
to INTERPOL Washington
2021 Who is INTEPROL s current President? Major General Ahmed Naser
Al-Raisi of the EAE
2021 How many cauntries joined INTERPOL by 202177 | 195
2022 When is International Day of Police Cooperation | Each year on September7

taking place?

to celebrate the INTERPOL's
predecessar, the
International Criminal Police
Cammission {ICPC) when it
was created

1/19/2023
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Directors
INTERPOL-U.S. National Central Bureau

Martin Renkiewicz
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement
U.S. Department of Homeland Security
2006 — 2009
(served as Deputy Director 2003-2006)

James M. Sullivan
U.S. Marshals Service
U.S. Department of Justice
2003 - 2006
{served as Deputy Director 2000-2003)

Edgar A. Adamson
U.S, Customs Service
U.S. Department of Treasury
2000 - 2003
{served as Deputy Chief 1997 — 2000}

L

Chiefs
INTERPOL — U.S. National Central Bureau

John J. Imhoff
Federal Bureau of Investigation
U.S. Department of Justice
1997 - 2000

Shelly G. Altenstadter
U.5. Customs Service
U.5. Department of Treasury
1993 - 1996

Darrell W. Mills
Federal Bureau of Investigation
U.S. Department of Justice
1990 - 1993



Richard C. Steiner
U.S. Secret Service
U.S. Department of Treasury
1981 - 1990

John R. Doyle
Drug Enforcement Administration
U.S. Department of Justice
1979 - 1981

Louis B. Sims
U.S. Secret Service
U.S. Department of Treasury
1974 - 1979

Kenneth B, Giannoules
U.S. Secret Service
U.S. Department of Treasury
1969 - 1974



INTERPOL-U.S.N.C.B. Research Outline

L Origins of U.S. involvement
a. Pre-WWI
i. Why did the U.S. join
1. Was there hesitation?
2. What were people saying?
3. Pros/Cons at the time
ii. U.S. membership/delegation
1. What was the initial extent of U.S. involvement?
in. Funding
1. How much did membership cost?
2. How was U.S. involvement financed?
iv. Public opinion
1. What was the media saying?
b. Post-WWII
i. U.S. leadership
1. Who were the U.S. leaders?
ii. J. Edgar Hoover
1. What role did he play?
2. What role did the FB] play?
iii. L. Ron Hubbard
1. Controversy, rumors, problems
iv. Congressional suspicion
1. Senator Montoya inquiry
2. GAO Report and recommendations
v. Public opinicn
1. What was the media saying?
I INTERPOL in the 21* century
a. Goals/Mission/Objectives
i. Key accomplishments
. Bigcases
iii. Things to be proud of
b. Leadership (structure)
i. Tim Williams
1. Who is he?
2. What is his background?
c. Executive order 12425
i. What is this?
ii. What does it mean for INTERPOL?
iii. What is being said in the media?



d. Public opinion
i. What does the public know about INTERPOL?
























A long way around the barn, but the recurrence of this issue underscores the fact that we might
want to find a more “compelling” and lasting means of obtaining compliance from INTERPOL, as well

it might even prove beneficial to open a dialog with other major donor countries so that we can go
at this collectively, such as through a sidebar discussion at the Heads of NCB meeting in April.








































principle managing partner.


























































From:

To:

Subject: L e U g

Date: Mrarnrdavy Centermber 16 2010 &-4R-N0 PM
Attachments:

Mike,

{ dug through everything { could find, and condensed what | considered to be most of the significant
historical developments from the time NCBs were first proposed until we were brought into
existence, and ultimately became co-managed by DHS. | also added some information sharing
milestones of note, running from 2008 — 2016,

Hope this helps.
















