
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Description of document: Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Monograph: Soviet 
Use of the Polygraph, June 1981 

 
Released date: September 13, 2012 
 
Posted date: 10-December-2012 
 
Source of document: Federal Bureau of Investigation  

Attn: FOI/PA Request  
Record/Information Dissemination Section  
170 Marcel Drive  
Winchester, VA 22602-4843 
Fax: (540) 868-4391/4997 
Email: foiparequest@ic.fbi.gov 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The governmentattic.org web site (“the site”) is noncommercial and free to the public.  The site and materials 
made available on the site, such as this file, are for reference only.  The governmentattic.org web site and its 
principals have made every effort to make this information as complete and as accurate as possible, however, 
there may be mistakes and omissions, both typographical and in content.  The governmentattic.org web site and 
its principals shall have neither liability nor responsibility to any person or entity with respect to any loss or 
damage caused, or alleged to have been caused, directly or indirectly, by the information provided on the 
governmentattic.org web site or in this file.  The public records published on the site were obtained from 
government agencies using proper legal channels.  Each document is identified as to the source.  Any concerns 
about the contents of the site should be directed to the agency originating the document in 
question.  GovernmentAttic.org is not responsible for the contents of documents published on the website. 

mailto:foiparequest@ic.fbi.gov?subject=FOIA%20Request


U.S. Department of Justice 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535 

September 13, 2012 

FOIPA Request No.: 1108627-001 
Subject: MONOGRAPH: SOVIET USE OF 
THE POLYGRAPH (JUNE 1981) 
Appeal No. 09-0472 

This is in further reference to your administrative appeal to the Office of Information Policy, 
Department of Justice, concerning information referred to the Department Review Committee (DRC) for a 
classification review. 

Prior to the presentation to the DRC, the FBI declassified certain information which had previously 
been classified and withheld pursuant to Title 5, U.S. Code, Section 552, subsection (b)(1). Nevertheless, 
the same information still remains exempt pursuant to subsections (b)(7)(D) and (b)(7)(E) and, hence, were 
excised from the enclosed pages. An explanation of exemptions is also enclosed. 

This completes the processing of your administrative appeal by the FBI. 

If you desire, you may appeal any denials in this release. Appeals should be directed in writing to 
the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), U.S. Department of Justice, 1425 New York Ave., NW, Suite 
11050, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001. Your appeal must be received by OIP within sixty (60) days from 
the date of this letter in order to be considered timely. The envelope and the letter should be clearly 
marked "Freedom of Information Appeal." Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your 
request so that it may be easily identified. 

Enclosure(s) 

Very truly yours, 

David M. Hardy 
Section Chief 
Record/1 nformation 

Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 



I. SOVIEr POLICIES AND PERCEPTIONS 
~CERNING mE RlLYGRAPH 

An examination of Soviet policies and perceptiOns 

concerning the polygraph is presented in this section. Refer 

to Sections 11-V for specific .source repm-ting concerning 

Soviet interest in the polygraph and its use. ):rs< (U) 

The KGB conducts polygraph . examinati.ons . m 
prospective euployees, 

Polygraph examinations 
at least on a selective basis. 
of selected KGB candidates are 

reportedly administered as part of the medical examination 

portion of the KGB entrance prQCessing procedure. KGB 

polygraph exandnations are apparently designed· to assess the 

candidate's personality and psychological· stability, rather 

than as a counterintelligence tocil to deterndne the veracity 

of the candidate's answers or W:lether the candidate is 

cooperating with hostile forces. There is no information to 

suggest, that the KGB has progressed to the stage W'tere all 

prospective enployees are polygraphed as a mtter of policy. 

However, such a policy could conceivably evolve with.further 

Soviet research an the validity and utility of the polygraph. 

WAA~I I I KGB 
....__eq»~l=-oy-ee_s_ar_e_m~t-repo--=l:-y,..,g-rap~h-ed...-""£~or-~thr-e-r-e"'"ma~in"""d"'e-r-o""f .. their 

careers, except in certain circumstances--e.g., polygraph 
research experiments, comterpolygraph training, or the 

emergence of a serious question concerning the loyalty of a KGB 

.officer-.--~. . 
(U)··· ~ 

There 'is limited information concemingrlo£ 

the polygraph· as a comterintelligence tool for ~ng 
the bona fides of their agents or mcovering Western agents 
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sr4m 
working against the USSR. Such examinations are probably mly 

conducted in rare circumstances, su:h as suspicious activity 

······ ····················· r:or--------...J 
The Solriets initiated research programs in the aid 

to late 1960s to study the polygraph and to develop their own 

polygraph capabilities. The I<GB is particularly interested in 

developing uethods and training to circUIIVent Western 

polygraph techniques. The 1GB reportedly conducts an active 

program to train agents and illegals either to pass Western 

polygraph examinations or to obfuscate the results of st.eh 
exaainations so that a fair detenaination of deception m the 

( U) .. . . par~ Qf the subject. can :oot--be- made-. -)( · 

The Soviets have long held a skeptical view of the 

polygraph, claiming that it was not scientific, but rather a 

Western lprilllarily Allerican) deception. Recent reports, 

however, suggest that this perception has been significantly 

modified. According to these reports, the Soviets have become 

increasingly interested in the polygraph and believe that 

Western intelligence services use the polygraph as -an 

effective counterintelligence tool. At the same time, 
however, the Soviets do not consider the polygraph machine to 

be foolproof and firmly believe that with proper training, a 

__ s~j~t-~il:Jl .. '()~~- .. the. polygraph-.----)( 
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2 

b/D 
b7r: 



s~ 

II. SOVIET USE OF nm POLYGRAPH 

According to mst reports, the KGB began conducting 

polygraph examinations m prospective KGB candidates, at least 

on a selective basis, as early as 1968 or 1969, a policy wich 

has continued to the present time. Polygraph examinations of 
selected KGB candidates are reportedly administered as part of 

the medical testing portion of the ~B entrance processing 

procedure and are designed to assess the candidate's 
personality, stress level, and psychological stability rather 

( u) ····· ···········than···to ·test· the-·truthfw:ne·ss··or··layalty of the·· candidate;;· X 

( s) 

saJurr 
- 3 -

b?;:! 
L 7~ 



. -I ·-····---~~ 

-
U• Ppp.U • PPP• Ppp ppm pp X 

r-
I 

bl 

( s) 

I -r 

L _J 

- 4 -



-

(U) 

(U) 

I L-________ __.I }Cj 

I I 

~ 

(U)----~~------------------------------~ 

I~------------~.~~~--------------------~ ~-------------J~ 
With certain exceptions, KGB enployees are not 

repolygraphed for the re~~ainder of tneir careers. · .According 

1b6 
b7C 
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Circumstances which mdght ~rrant a polygraph 

examination of a XGB employee inclwe ~e employee • s selection 

for polygraph research purposes, or if a serious question 

arises concem~g the Employee's loyalty to the KGB and the 

So'liet Union. With the exception of KGB "illegals" (see 

below), XGB officers or employees do not normally receive any 

extensive tnstruction in methodS to counter Western polygraph 

examinations. However, J(GB trainees are lect\D"ed an Western 

polygraph concepts, teclmiques, and capabilities and sane KGB 

officers or auployees are selected to participate. in Soviet 
counterpolygraph research experiments. ).s<-- (U) 

ILLEGALS 

The 1GB affords polygraph examinations, at least en 

reportedly designed to determine their psychological 

s¥-er 
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Selected 

illegals are also instructed in ~thods to circumvent Western 

nor h examinations. r 

b7J:-: 
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( s) I b:;_ _____ .. 
~------------------------~'~ 

There is little infot1118tion concerning Soviet use of 

the polygraph to determine the bona fides of its agents or to 

mcover Western agents working against the USSR. Su:h 

examinations are probably mly conducted in extreme cases, 
such as suspicious activity on the part of the agent or serious 

accusations leveled against the agent. 1be logistics of 
polygraphing probably prohibit a major Soviet effort to 

polnraph its agents. In mst cases, the ICGB would first have 

to obtain the consent of the agent to be polygraphed. 
Furthermore, many Soviet agents targeted against the West 

seldom travel to the USSR or other East atropean nations which 

have the facilities and expertise to conduct adequate 

polygraph examinations. }s(- (U) 
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The KGB has also instructed some of its agents on 

methods of circumventing Western polygraph examinations (see 

Section III). ):s(-- (U) 
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Ill. SOVIET PROGRA\f 10 mJNTBt 
mE roLYGRAPH 

The early theme of Soviet cotmterpolygraph training 

was centered m denigration of the Western polygraph procedure 

as a counterintelligence tool. KGB instructors and agent 

handlers simply tried to convince their agents or illegals 

that they could ''beat11 the examiner by trivial exercises of 

feigning ·illness, expressing anger or outrage, drug usage, 

intoxication, breathing exercises, or concentration an 

peripheral subJects during the testing. In fact, KGB 

instructors and agent handlers still propagate this theme in 

sane cases (see below). Su:h teclmiques, however, could not 

afford protection against sophisticated Western polygraph 

procedures and skilled polygraph examiners. As Western 

intelligence services continued to register successes with the 

polygraph as a counterintelligence tool, Soviet propaganda on 

polygraph machines changed from "bourgeois hoaxes" to 

(mtested~ research devices. ):s< (U) 

The mst recent reporting suggests that the Soviets 

believe the polygraph is an effective Western 

(U) counterintelligence tool, particularly against mtrained or 

poorly trained agents or illegals. I 
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Another area of Soviet counterpolygraph research is 

operant conditioning (or instrumental learning). In this fonn 
of conditioning, 

J 

\ There is concern 
~--------------------------------~ .that such techniques could affect the validity of a polygraph 

~~nation or render polygraph examinations inconclusive. 

~-(U) 

There have been sane reports on Soviet 

COlDlterpolygraph training programs. One of the mst detailed 
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KGB POLYGRAPH MACHINES 

There have been reports which document KGB efforts 

to acquire polygraph machines, and Which describe the 

polygraph machines employed by the KGB. Official Soviet 

interest in purchasing a U.S. manufactured polygraph was 

evident at least as early as 1965, when Medek.sport, the Soviet 

trading organization, ordered a Keeler polygraph mdel 6303 

from As5ociated Research Incorporated of Chicago. Again, in 
for Selslcaya Zhizn, a 

1966. a Washington-based 
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