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U.S. Department of Justice 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 20535 

February 19, 2013 

Subject: BRITISH SECURITY COORDINATION/ 
INTELLIGENCE OPERATIONS 9/1939-12/1941 

FOIPA No. 1196182-000 

The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA), Title 5, 
United States Code, Section 552/552a. Deletions have been made to protect information which is exempt from 
disclosure, with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision. In addition, a deleted page 
information sheet was inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely. The exemptions used to 
withhold information are marked below and explained on the enclosed Explanation of Exemptions: 

r (b)(1) 

r {b)(2) 

r (b)(3) 

r (b)(4) 

r {b)(5) 

r {b)(6) 

Section 552 
r (b)(?)(A) 

r (b){?)(B) 

r (b)(?)(c) 

p (b)(?)(D) 

r (b)(?)(E) 

r (b){?}(F) 

r (b)(8) 

r {b)(9) 

26 page(s) were reviewed and 26 page(s) are being released. 

Section 552a 
r (d)(5) 

r 0)(2) 

r (k)(1) 

r (k)(2) 

r (k)(3) 

r (k)(4) 

r (k)(5) 

r (k)(6) 

r (k)(?) 

I Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning other Government 
agency(ies) [OGA]. This information has been: 

I referred to the OGA for review and direct response to you . 
I referred to the OGA for consultation . The FBI will correspond with you regarding this information 

when the consultation is finished. 

r In accordance with standard FBI practice and pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(?)(E) [5 U.S.C. § 552/552a 
(b)(?)(E)/0)(2)], this response neither confirms nor denies the existence of your subject's name on any watch 
lists. 

For your information , Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national 



security records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S. C.§ 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010). This 
response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA. This is a standard 
notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records 
do, or do not, exist. 

P You have the right to appeal any denials in this release. Appeals should be directed in writing to the Director, Office 
of Information Policy (OIP), U.S. Department of Justice, 1425 New York Ave., NW, Suite 11050, Washington, D.C. 
20530-0001, or you may submit an appeal through OIP's eFOIA portal at http://www.justice.gov/oip/efoia-portal.html. 
Your appeal must be received by OIP within sixty (60) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely. 
The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Appeal." Please cite the FOIPA 
Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily identified. 

r The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the subject(s) of your request was the focus of 
the investigation. Our search located additional references, in files relating to other individuals, or matters, which may 
or may not be about your subject(s). Our experience has shown when ident, references usually contain information 
similar to the information processed in the main file(s). Because of our significant backlog, we have given priority to 
processing only the main investigative file(s). If you want the references, you must submit a separate request for them 
in writing, and they will be reviewed at a later date, as time and resources permit. 

p See additional information which follows. 

Enclosure(s) 

Sincerely, 

David M. Hardy 
Section Chief 
Record/1 nformation 

Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 

In response to your specific Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request submitted to Records Management 
Division in Winchester, VA, enclosed is a processed copy of the FBI Headquarters file 62-HQ-64178. 
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E.TC :NB 

Director 
Federal Bureau of 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Sir: 

Throu~ the cooperation of the Immigra 
Naturalization Service and the u. s. Gpstoms Service 
York City, from day to day When various boats 
make a check of suspects who have c orne to our 
from various sources. We check thorougnly the 
of the ~rson arriving, make searches of his b co.55co.5 oo•;;

ranged with the u. S. Customs, and other inquiry to 
any and all possible information as to the person c 
Based upon the infon:na tion which we previously had 
individual and the information which we develop, 
vestigations are then pursued if the person looks 
suspect as being engaged in any subversive activity 
ticularly espionage. 

.. ffi the Bureau 

erned. 
to this \ 

ous in-
a likely' 
par-

~ in the past lias been ~~~~w-~~a-~~~~ 
: had been develope~~~----------------------~~~~~~~~ 
~the activities of~--~~--~~~~~~----~~------~~ 
,.... the handling of the matter at New Yo.rk, we 

stops against these individuals with the Immigration 
ralization service and the Customs service, 
making our usual check. This check invo 
arriving via steamship lines at the Por 
as the clipper ships.~ ;::-·~·. u~DE.!)_; 

With this thought in min/:, 
b~itpp:r,ove tJ::_e h:~dling of this sit~ati 

~~~0·~ 
~ -:.- • '\V ",:-:. 1.~ 

'V(} nv4 ' ~ o~, /, /4 -
c/j 20 o OCT 

biD 



• • 
Director ~ugust :14, l.9IJJ. 

to make available to us any and all possible suspects who 
should be checked, upon their arrival in this country, by the 
Bureau, Special Agent H. G. Foster, vlho bas been handling 
the checks on the boats with other personnel, together with 
Special Agent J. F. Gerdis, discussed the al ossibili-

ma ti on w:i. th 

York City. ~1{ 

:.. ~ attention of I I was called to the 
difficulty of covering many situations Wherein the informa
tion which was available to them does not reach us until 
after the person has actually arrived in tne United States. 
As a result of this conference, the following general plan 

I 
]:;7[, 

for cooperation was outlined, based upon the suggestions re
ceived fro~ land the difficulties we were having in 
covering all persona Who should be covered. It is to be noted 
that at one time there'waa considered the possibility of in
terviewing and checking each individual Who arrived on these 
various boats, particularly from European ports, and the dif!. 
ficultiea as to this were previously set out for the informa
tion of the Bureau. The plan hereinafter outlined is in pur
suit of a plan whereby we can effectively cover this by a se
lective arrangement rather than an indiscriminate cheCk qf 

b7D 

any and all individual a who from ~* day arrive by the 
various means above indicated ~~ 

is the c ont ro lllp3co~itlnriitnrf<o)Jr~U.r:Ln3roJ:>iiii~[Qj5:156'jCi"e19Ilt!:i:l~--cl:r-'CI11~ 
Western Hemisphere; that as 
formation from all parts of 
I I concerning people who are en route to the 'b7D 

United States or who have indicated an intention of coming 
to the United States, who might after arrival here be en-
gaged in some subversive activity against the interests of 
I land also of the u. s. Government, 
when and if they arrive in this country. I !indicated 
that there is presently considerable information available 
as to numerous persons in his fil~~e at New York, obtained 
in the m~er.above indicated.~~ 

With the thought in min4 of further increasing~ 
the possibilities of the information which w:l..ll be availabl~ 

COHt-t0£N I tAt; 
·-2- . 



. . ••• 
Director August 14, 1941 

r-=::.......::;=::..z...~o-----~·has stated he will communicate withc:J 
~:-:::-:"'T'"~--r-....1 in order that their representatives in Europe will 
furn s o him ccmplete and full inf'ormation as to any and 
aJ.l persons who may arrive in the United states at some future 
date or who are now arranging to proceed to the United states. 

He has indicated that he will make tbe information as to all 
of these individuals available to us. This would of course 
allow for our making a stop card as against each c;>f these in
dividuals for action when and if they arrive in the United 
States. I I indicates that he also prepares stop cards 
as against these various individuals in order that should they 
come to his attention in tbe united Sta!!..~~ill know of 
his prior information concerning ~hem. ~ 

It was indicated tol lthat we would be 
particularly desirous of knowing as to any activity they might 
take as toward any of these types of persons. His ~ttention 
was called specifically to the fact that apparentlyL I 
had conducted some investigation from time to time in matters 
Which had crossed with the investigative inquiry of the Bureau. 
These situations have previously been the subject of letters 
to the Bureau.(.?~ 

IT~rder to make this plan of action effective, 
it will of c ~e be necessary for us to have available at 
the earliest possible date information as to the persons ap
pearing on the passenger lists of boats destined to the United 
states, as well as a list of the clipper passengers. The 
thought as to this would be that we would be able to check 
these various lists withl Ito make cer-
tain that he had furnished us any and all iril'orm.ation he might 
have as to any of these individuals before they arrived in the 
United states. ~is of course would make it possible for us 
to plan accordingly,~ the necessary check and search to 
be made upon arrival • t wo\].].d also allow for us to take 
suitable action by r rer nee to the State Department and the 
Immigration & Naturalization Service in order to advise them 
of individuals who possibly should not be admitted for entry. 
Some of tnese possibly could be stopped at the originating 
point by the refusal of a visa or, having arrived here, they 
then could be denied entry. ~nese situations, of course, 
would probably necessitate contact with the State Department 
and the Immigration & Naturalization service as to each par-

b7D 

b7D 
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• 
Director 

ticular subject. a action would depend, of course, upon 
the nature and ~~·-u~.vteness of the information which was then 
available to 

indicated that in order to make this 
plan operati~--~~~~ initiate various operations herein-
a:rter stated. indicated that he would arrange for 
the receipt of all passengers arriving on various 
steamShips at New York City and other ports; that he would ar
range to have these lists forwarded .t"rom such points as Spain 
and Portugal immediately the .final list o:f passengers has been biD 

arrived at and as were departing upon the particular boat. He 
indicated he would arrange to have these passenger lists for
warded to hi~by airmail. This would provide :for the receipt 
o:f the passenger lists some days ahead o:f the arrival of the 
boat itself in the United States. Immediately these lists 
were available to him in the United States, he would check 
them against his records and then furnish us with the list 
as well as infor.mation as to any individuals listed thereon 
as to vmich he had not already :furnished us the detailed in
formation availaole in his file. This would make possible 
our usual check and invest:Jga.tive acti~ to the persons 
listed who warranted such check. f}(~ 

!indicated ~t th~~ssenger lj_~ts 
which he will.!:--::ha,--v_e_f:::-o-r ..... warded to him airmrl'i will include any 
passehgers being carried on freight or cargo ships from Europe 
to the United States. It is noted that these freight ships 
frequently proceed to ports other than New York City. we 
would of course check th,se names :ainst opr information 
and fue information from_ _ ~ and when such 
ship was arriving at a port other an New York City, we 
would arrange for the particular office covering that port 
to make the same type of cf~~make as to suspects arriv
ing in the Unite~ States. '('-~T--

In this same c onnectionl Is tated that 
many of the Spanish Line ships which arrive at New York 
City, prior to arrival discharge passengers at Havana, Cuba. 
These passengers usually await a visa for entry into the 

b7D 
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United states, and some general plan will be worked out __ 'hi/(' 
whereby the Miami Office can make the usual check upon the~~ 



.\ 

. . . 

Director 

• 
August 14, 1941 

are suspects who 

indicated that he does not receive 
lists of tb.eL....::p-==as=-=s-:e~n~g~e=r,.:!,s departing on the clipper ships from 
I I However, in this connection,· it will be possible 
for the New York Office to db tain these lists of passengers 
twenty-four hours in i al of the clipper, 
through the opera tin indica ted that he 
would arrange with to advise 
him fully or any persons departing on the clipper as t[ which 
they had information of this character and '~erein he, 

I jhas not already been advised of such information. 
In cDnnection with the passenger lists of the clipper ships, 
we will check these lists with in the same manner 
as the lists obtained as to s teamsh ringing passengers 
into. per ts of the United States.(~ 

I jindicated\a.s to both the clipper 
ships and the s teamshlps stopping at Bermuda en route to 
the United states from Europe, and as conc.erns various per
sons detained. searched or questioned there, he will arrange 
to have I !cable him detailed information 
as to these individuals in order that if it is desirable, we 
can handle these persons in the usual. manner, w~~ are 
suspects, upon arrival at the Port of New York. 

The information as above indica ted to be obtained 
by r-1 -------,1 at the points stated. would also be obtained by 
him from any other control stations of I I 
and the informat~on made available to us in the usual manner. 
As to any and all of these situations waerein the person is 
arriving at a port other than the Port of New York, we would 
then furnish this information to tne·Bureau office covering 
the port for the necessary action. The information, of course, 
would apply to both citizens of the United states and aliens, 
and would cover persons destined to the United States, as well 
as persons proceeding en route via the United~ate to some 
other point such as South America or Mexico. 

I lcalled attention to the act tp.a~~~-
tain passenger carrying ve~ting f'ran Spain and~ 

-5-~ 
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Director 

• 
Augu.st 14, 194l 

Portug8l.carry passengers to South Amerita. ::orne Ff these 
eventually may reach the United states._ __ _has in 
mind to develop the same information as o t se individuals 
and forward to us a list of any suspected persons, in order 
that we might make a ·check lf' them if' in the future they ar-
rive in the United States. _ I is not certain as to 
just how definite a setup he can arrange in South America to 
be advised as to when and if this type of individual might 
proceed to the United States from South America after arrival· 
there, but he indicated that he is exploring the possibili
ties with the government in order that if' possible, he might 
be advised if' these suspected persons leave South America for 
the United states or if they ~ave from certain points in 
Africa f'or the United States. If he can arrange for this, 
he will have forwarded to his office by airmail, a report 
of' the departures of' these persons from Africa or South 
.Alllerica in order that he may furnish us this information 
for a suitable check( ~~ssary at the port of entry in 
the United states. ~ 

As to this particular situation, it is possible 
we may be able to arrange at New York f'or advice as to the 
passengers being carried on the various American lines ar
riving at the Port of' New York from South America, in order 
that we may check these lists against our various stop notices 
of various suspects and thereby arrange for a check of' them 
on arrival in this port or any other port of the United states. 
This latter situation may represent considerably more in the 
wa:y of a general setup in order to cover all of the various 
borders of the United states, particularly MeXlco, as well 
as the other ports of entry other than New York City. 

, I I indicated that they apparently have 
~ !connected with his service, apparently operating 
under\fnStructions of their chief' representative in the 
United States, who is developing informants among the crews 
of the various Ships coming into the United states. He in-

b7D 

dl. cates that the information from these informants will be ~ 
available to him, and in the .future he will arrange to f'urnis 
us with any information developed in this way at the earliest 

-6-
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Director 

w_-· 

• 
194l 

possible date in order that we may take suitable action, par
ticularly when this concerns another crew member who might 
be a courier. He indicated that he would endeavor to advise 
us o:f the ships upon which he has a coverage by an informant 
thereon, and in this connection we will o:f course try to 
develop additional informants along the same lines for our 
own purposes.~~~~ 

r---------llj•.uo;~n this information is made available to us b'D 

by as he indicated he would do, it is believed . 
tha we w ave a much closer check and more e:f:fective ~ 
check o:f incoming passengers arriving in the United States. . 

I !advised on ·August 11, l94l that he biD 

had put into effect the above indicated plan o:f operation, 
as indicated by him, in order to obtain information and that 
the agreeq informati~on would be :forthcoming at a later date 
in the near :future. 

It is my derstanding that apparently! 
has consul ted wi thl land they undoubtecb:A-r:y=--ar=e==--__. 
agreeable to his :furniShing in:fonn.ation to us. We will ar
range to accept this in:foymation. of' course, and in a spirit 
o:r cooperation :rurnish to L f :rrom time to. time such 
information as may come to our attention Which we believe he 

is interested in and Vllh.ich, o:f course, in many instances will 
indicate to him particularly as to certain individuals that 
he should ~e~v-ction inasmuch as we are covering the 
situation.\_~~ 

lfpecial A~ent H. G. Foster will maint~close 
contact wit~ j as well as Supervisor E. F;yEmrich 
in order that we may take advant~e o:f the inf'ormat'i they 
indicate will be available to us s this develops the Bu
reau will be advised o:f the resu s which are being obtained 
collectively and o:f course individually as to the ~~sons 
Vllh.o are developed as suspects :for investigation. ~J 

-7-
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.:... 'i. 
"-.JI~Bot;e:r.::;u.:r 10, 1 ?41 

At 4:15 F.:.'. on 5ept8"i'ber 9th I saw the Area GontrollcN.t his office 
at hill request. 

lie at&teci that there was a matter regarding somo buttm-fiios or bi.Ott.er
ny t,,r.;.'.fS w.rl.c.l IJ..II.~....I.Olo..I.OIA.U.U.£.....1.Liol-~~'""""......., __ ~':j~l.lth America whiC'l he had be~n a:s~ed. 
to check into b1 ;1 view o£ tne apparent di.f'ticult:; 
cnco:1nter b in ealin;~: with c·vr oi'fJ :!e l."!':"::rd'lr>.-:-

The sto:ty t.old me uy the .hrea. .JcmtroUcr in this t"er.ard is ~.z J.'•JUo,·ro z 

~ l are su;.>po~ed to have tipped us off about sh1p'"I\E"r.f..s oi 
but.·l:.C'r 1:r trays and orna ft:·nts fr·:>•• 'io~.:.t·t /1:-:.erica u;: here :u:d. t:--.c ,~;:;~~l'!J~ t lt.·,
tnat tnc butt.erilies contai!ied sor.~e hidden :nor--sages or code cotl'1ll'1icat.icns; 
tha.t so.~.e weoits aao wu sel,;ed aoout. four o.r tnese trays <.r.::i n.f:tor e:~·r:i.nin;: 
ther:; r~.t)orted t.~at 110 co-:.tld .find no me,;sa.~ea_ or oth!Ltni'or:;a.tio::~ ·:-.;;' st-.,.nH'i
e.ancc ir, C;jli.tl~1ction v•i t-.1 these buttcrfiics. I = l 
I I is ouppot: : :~: r•k•d Special. ,.gent Eiiihch for O:le or tw or 
tneae trays so that ndr-nt examine tho"':l since they f:·lt certain 
t.~at some o£ tt.eset I it c~~d secret. code metssar~es but th~t Emri.eh 
rei\::sed to t'.!rn tt..o:1 ovar to the.~ 

Cn .:.;epte::1bor 9th Asent. Fos tor or the :;ational Lcfenae Unit apprn."'3ntl~r 
acco:'p:tnioo 13&· t!!~ ,_;._stowa t.gei.lts s~ized seven or e1p,;1t of t"rtftse 'L'r<'~.'fS on th..a 
s.~;. Jr::t7.il ar.::l t:J.at th.c::.; ara naN in the ~ustoaJ:S Appra.i~a! :•tore i~ ~.:~s:::.-:GStin 
oi t~~,:::_ .:!..:.sto' ,;·. 4Jw v~sto~~.l rofm;ed to ~~lve Ute ~•&V'J th.n trays u·-·on t..'~e x-e.,..:es 
o£ J..t. ;~')~:nol•.1s, i1ow~ver, 11' Oapt .. in Lao}ail p~rsonally 1:1at::n~ t~•~' r~~'.J~:·st L'-:~ 
l.r!,•a C:ontrollor f{:tjls t:tnt he 'W.li.!ld probably receive the trays. 

n. aleo appears i'ror.-_ the stor<J that Ap~ent .vl!ric~ is SU!':)O!h;d t~ i1av~ 
call~d the t>&'V'J t.tnd expressed surprise that the Navy wanttJd to cbtnin tJ·-n~:>P 
tray.t. a!':d aaice . i.:C the :'a.vy would relaasa the trays to tt·ae ~ 

':he ;Jea Contr l~:r poinwd out t.hR t; h~ cannot see an;r rcaso:. r.h;r \\n 
~vn't r.ive everal. o:f t'he tra:rs we have flince th~r 11er~ t.1.e- on~3 
'Who as.<t:d us ook £or ·t.hem anci. it we can't !ind out a:nythiflr.1 of value as a 
result of our examinations, it ro9iJ be that can, wnicr1 a.rt~r !lll 
n·o~.l.:' be hi:;:-1ly des~_rabl'i:. clr..;;o t:1.:y oerta n · a~l;;: to haves a ora~: . 
. a.t. it.. He apparently hu been appealed to by o ~eeure s~..,ral 
tho trn1s for tl-t~!T• ard :1E. fec~s tnat ir;as::-:;:o)i-t 

COPl£S nr·:.u:On1D ~ 
;:o a est :!9 t:rri4 r-. , _ - - ~ f 

·. . ,. ''- . 

') - r "'"'':···· f!i·.,--, ~ 1.·:·~--. ... 

b7D ,. 
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.. 
k~ol."ifAiu,·t 
Z6p~~.-:"ot:r lO, 

'-'i.-' -~.- -· ,,.,. 
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. 
. . 

' 

·' 
~:.:~~~!:-·;' ·'/:2-~~·-· 

ot Qhi. G-2 and far.· if t.r;ri.ng ta secure tile co~~r-.tiou or I l1nC] b7 

I _and ie l.J71;:f !.o QbH! n ;' ~ gf :11'oreig:> cont:.cta 
ar .. l c:or•1M\c\s on veaeel~ so that. theai~:ht bl! se~ up ~ 
on .;m.erica."l vessels t.rtrough t.ne Azacdcan author t. es,.he ·eaat we could rlo 
woul~ ae t.o let them haw a 1·n o! tnese tra.ya in order to ..;eep tarlr i-~OV- • 

l i:.toned. f,Jta ~ea Cont.rollor that i knew notnin.! about the .E~at'\.er 
personally but. that .L wou.l~ loo.i( ini.o the situat.ion and .advise hi!ll i..."'- t..l ... 
prooi.Se.$ o:. Se~teu"J~r l,t!l. rla ;yas v;;:r7 a.:x~u.a t.a ,he li.ble to get ~ta~'S 
or cls!.icl.tt adyJce in t:&e pr~Hs by Vtt- ::~or1~:'i .. 01 ;~~pte~.be'C' lot·~) 

I Mlkad t~ .,lO'-l a'Jout. t!'-.is slt:.:&tio~ on t'le r,i -r.t :2! .Je--:f'. :-'· ::r.· :-.~~ :-:vi 
~·::.; ·.':.:Jrr: ,~oing to ~~~ i:j~ .Qae r&gardi..rtt; the details S'l that J ~i=~rd .. h.a-,JJ.~ t::'l 
ma:t.t~r nt:. ~\l Ar~ ..;o~ltroller. 

,.. .. II • . ~ .... 

""' _..,. 
t • -··'l -. ·Yj -· "'\-. ,, -
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Uew York Ci~ 
5eptc.'*cr 101 1941 

Su.'1plc:nentir.r..; rv !"l!morandwr. to you earlier t!lis mrning rt'!garding the 
conversation i had with the Area Controller yesterday afternoon, I called the 
Area Controller &t 1l. A.:... ~ am :L.1£oraed him. t.h&.t so far as "11Jg war~ con
cerned it l!Ou.l.J be perfectly all right £or OHI to obtain the butterfly t.raya 
pre~e11Uy ln possession of the Customs ll' t!le Customa, o.£ course, ._anted to turn 
the·n over Lo the~; that if the:; did not desire to obt~in al~f t!lese tra:-;-:1 I b7o 
would appreciate adviae as to how :n.L"l:f TMre left in order th&t we -ni;:ht. conSider 
obt~inir.~ possession of so~e of t~~~ ourselves later on. The Area Contr~ller 
atat,ed that r !!Oilld be VOl"./ glad to 1llaice SOI'le available to us, that ia, riv~ 
us nali and _ blSl£. l told ni::~ t:1at he 'lllir.rht lio t'~ft h• cncl'lf.'l i:1 the 
prejJ,~!'~J r1cr;Tev>?r. I wo'Jld a='preoiate advice concernin~ how :nany were obtai.ned 
!'ro:n th<· .;ust::r:la ~'J O.i:l. Ho S!tH. t.1c1.t h, .. -::r:nl·l call to~~!"'.rr-::;; L;._:·l , lv·~ usUlo 
inio.c .~<~-~ion~ 

1 speciilcal.ly pointed out to him that with respect to the on'J butterf'l:; 
tray we knew of' in the past, 1m did not at any tim obtain possel'lrtion o£ or 
exe.r.ir;c the butter~ or t.hc: tr~; itself; that our sxa:·ninatifln walt r-.ade 0'111 biD 

of t.:;v £~u,;.n:.r b:..::kln;; ~.p tho h·.1ttcrf'l:y. Tho .:,rea t..::>ntroller stated t!u1t he 
understood from! lthat the butterfiies t'he:r:solv•:-s were ~o arra.!:-ci 
as tQ :.:ive a co• ea :-.cssa~.iJ or C041.tain coJcd ::!9SS8~~es. I, ~f Cf.:l14r-~e, .:wain 
fJOlnt:.~J o·1;, t..t~t. «e uld not e:emlne the buttcr!l:; itseli on tn~ previous 
occ;o.slon.~ 

! a:'l {-;;tcl,osin:- Hu££tcit)nt CO- iOS of thiS :~c:noran:'!~ aft l rlld t.'lll 
prev:i.o~.,;.a one :in t:u3-evtm~ ;; \JU wane' to ecnu cc.~Jies to the Bureau with ;;o•T 
let tcr 11' :;ou h.I"tJ t, oh~ to wr 1 te tito .Uur~·au in the p'Bmise6. 

3. .• ~~h~:!i ·~: r~ 

~~.J ..... .;. 
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September 101 1941 

l~!C':'J].t:DO! FOli ASSIS?.J:'l' DOCCTC'R ~7. J. Cm~;3LLEI: 

~: BUTTERFLI TRU5~ 
Referenck cade to the r.1e:::1oran:ium o:r Special. JL.:;ent i.n 

Cha.rt:e ·,. E .. SA.CK&T'l' dated September 10, l94J., w'hich reports the 
re~ults of his intcrvimr nth ~h::· :.rea Controller relar·.'lint= the 
investieation relative to 5(",..,e butteri"ly trays which ·were bein~ 
brcuzht into the l'nited States~!" ~outh Anerica by varicus crew 
members on Pan-American boats. ~ 

It i& n::ed ~ this l:lCMorandw:t that al lor I is stated to have made inc-.uirY' of tho iil"iter 
ror one or two ot ese rays so tba. t I 1 mir.ht examine them 
for some secret code ~saages, but that I was alleged to have refttsed 
to tum them over to them. Iu connection with tri s cbaree. I wish 
to state that I have never bad any dealiDgs td.th_ I nor b7D 

have I net tho .;;entleman or talked to him tclephonica.l.ly ccncerni113 
this or any other matter. It .~ r~ht further be powed out th~t the 
first time I wa~ ever &I?Prised of the .f'act that a L I was 
employed by the( lwas on September 9, l94l when instan! dis-
agreement arO§a. I .further wish to state that at no ti.':le did any 
one at thel -ke any requefit o me to ba.vc 
butter.tly trays turned over to them !tor e:xa·adnation. .. __ ., __ __ 

It is also noted in this comunication t'ho.l.t • R::.~.1:0LDS 
or th~ Navy has indicated I expressed. t!reat surprise when I understood 
tr.at ONI wanted to obtain these trays, and t:tat I asked if the ~~avy 
would release these trays to tbe FBI.. r;uh recar1. to this char;;e, 
I wish to state that I indicated absolutely no surprise durin~ this 
telephone eonversatiillt with Lt. Reynolds as I had spacif'ically called 
hint in the prellises to determine 11ha t action they were takin(! concerning 
the trays, "'lbich Special Ar;ent H. G. FOSo;:ER had a1vised na c::I had 
the Customs Authorities seize and sc:•:i to the Appraisers Stores. 
During this conversation I .J:id, however, advise Lt. Re,nolds that we 
had boen conducting an investigation T'elative to same .f'or ap:-;roxi-
l:l&tel)" three months and requoatod that he furnish to us any infon:l&
tion which they mieht ba.ve concemin~ these trays, which might be or 
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acsistance i1) OtU" trn"esti{:ati.on. I 4so di.j ~~,.--.~~ether;, in 
vie-.: of tho t"a~ ·that thErJ' b.;;.i been ::.::ut :io t?\. 1~~era Stores 
by Olii, it 'WOUld be possible for us to exv:mine..:~~~ nake any 
arranccmnts neceasaxy to send then to the Bureau Laboratory £or 
;}xat:Jjrotion,. if it woiid be possible to J:al.:e tbeae arranca::cnts 
thrcuzh tho Customs. Upon bavin: tl&de this in·-:uiry, Lt.. Rc~:nol.d~ 
mentioned to the 'Wrl.te th -w b :y had all the inf"orma:M.on 
that they had• inasmuch s had .furni.shed the informati.on 
to tl:at: "" ....u as to"" " further poe} oul> ubat :it W>ul.d be 
:neces ta t U") with the llb.oa he later e>:plairJed 
to 'be • i)£ore he -wou a advise me whether 
these trays would be released to us. It ray be mentioned tbat 
al.though this conversation took place on Septol!lber 8,_ 1941. Lt. ~ 
Reyr.olds has not called oo b.A.ck ill tl!e preMises since tba.t t.:i.me. 

_ ' Rcspcct.rull.y oul:mitted, 

E.. F'.. EJ.'RICH 
Special .tt.;~ont 

b7D 



SIJ;r~J.;Trtm AUTHOP..ITY DERI~.r'Er.. ,OH: 
AUTOlhTIC IoJ~CLASSIFICATION GTJ 

E 02-03•20i:3' ' . 

C: o .. n .. I,..k .. ';Lm...!::==:::::~~.,......_. 
T"cJ..a is to ~d'V"'...ca ·£:.~-t 

c:.-1 tls abcco"J W..t~J ~l ad.v'isci t~a w-... ~-... .t;':"'.t:-c-.-:--.... ----.""'"'1' ,....,,.......__,,....;!J. .\.-Grf..; ::::. 7. T:"!~.c.;:t 
t1-:.J.t he ns.1 1~;'; c~si~~'l:·!~ c:: r.S~ 
oi';:i:'!e, ar,:.l t.hJ.t, ho. eom-.i~!· . ct.:t·.1.,tiea :i.'!l c::o:-'l:.crcti(J!l 
-r;it!l hls d'Jal.ill."':S '\tlth .. X+ :reen1tl!·" ~ h:< .. .:c b3Cl U..."':l.te'!!t'is~ ~ 
fc~li!::h ~:~.d h~ relt t.ba.t( fn:~ c·;.ti'initei:v c:m.11 t~o 1r-..."'l'!G thinr: 
iil1:.ot a:.lvisirw, h1:l&. c.t·h:!~ ;.u.-na:-:}.:e~t'l r.n!l. of tha W•l'I!Btior,~rr:lat~ 
to tho b"!lttcriiz:- 't'.:'.:!"'tfl1 eap..,~.- :J.n ,,.i,.-::: 'l:' t!:e tact. tr;o.~t haL} 
i.w.'\ dise\!:!:;-·1 t,~lia with th~ ·llfrl..tot· • a. -r·:revlous occasion, ht. uhic~4 
·r ·• · ~ ' "' ~ :iiha 11rlt~r -to saoure ScrtU:l tA"d.~ £or exu:~inatio:a h'.J &. 

m ecd.Q, ete., inl I He- 'W3.S {4d'd.sed :1t that 
~=....,.,...,,.,.,.,.-="".-=""""""l:3,.....!'1J.'l"lli3h9d definite- int'or.mP.ticn r~ti"''e to who ~i:"!i.G 
a;) c:....'I'Tj."inc thr: trays .:.nd othsr infcr-"""'tion,, this wmif.d bs acted .rpcn, 
but. t :at ha r.ould lw.va tD disc\JSIJ t~ G~.ctual see~ or th:~ tr.ays m.th 
~~r·J~ in c.ut~o:.'it.y C"'!t tho J:D1'l Yor~ Offi~a. (~ 

I pts.te\.1 tt:J.t et) f.ar ~ 1!~1. boon n.bl'9 to detm-
!"b, t!:e ~!fricu.'tty reb~iu t~ tmtir "!!JJrkin:; 'With o. N. r. iil se~u ... ~'\.'J: 
·the i.r.a•:-s ..l!i dua b the !'act Uw.t the D".£1"octar t~l$ · ~l.frin in cbir~~ 

b 7 D 

~r !.all uetivi.tie-s 1..'1 ~ ·K.'"l i:r.fer::ld 
~.Y~~1'!1ft'!""'~~~;,;r.~t.;et~~~~.;;;~~~~~M3~~~~~;;;,~~~--..... b7D 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TRACY 

t.'G-~ 
E. P. Coffey r 

I'Ar.Tofson ~ 
Mr. E. A. Tcmm 

Mr. Ctqn ----Mr. Foxworth --· Mr. Glavin ---· 
1\!r.t...dd __ __ 

r,'lr. fUchOI5 

Mr. Roson __ __ 

Mr. Carson ----
Tete. Room __ __ 
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HGF:LR 

Director September ~1, 194J. 

:;,NF\t}2'fm'J! -,. __ c.; .. \~ : . . 

Happy Birt.hdey message after a Bri.tish freighter had been sighted.~ 
Thisl ~so askedl Ito accept any pack-

ages offered to him to be brought to the United States and in the 
event any such packages were offered to · that th be brought 
into the~ States and turned over to so re-
quested L_____jto turn over arry information sole y and not 

\

to the F. B. I. or anyone e1se as any information of interest tD arry of 
the United States organizations woul.d be turned over to the proper 
United States authorities later.~~ 

. '\.... d 

A ec o 
L...r~ep===o=n-=e-c=:o==mp=any=~eve1oped the information tha. tl bvas a 

sp lished 1ine but that it was registered in the name 
of was noted that I lh~ a 
pubhl~i::-s-;-h-e-:d::--p::-ho_n_e-r-------&......1~ and his business is given as 
hotel promotion. 

~ I 
New York City, adVJ.sed that I liS Urikriown to him and is a:tso 
unknown to the city Hote1 Association and that this association 

b7D 

b7D 

b7D 

knows everyone actuaJ.ly identified w.i. th the hotel. businel"'s_.s~~:o'L. ___.T~~.=:h~e:...----..... ~ 
above informa. tion was secured in a discreet manner from! 

~------------~ 

It has al.so come to the attention o£ I S!!E'ci:rent 
H. G. FOSTER that al l giving the name of has als 
made contacts for information, w.i.th the following individ s who 
advised Special Agent FOSTER of this fac~ 

and also some individuals of the Moore-:McOorma.ck Lines. 

The Bureau's attention is also called to letter dated 
August 23, 194J., directed to the Bureau by Special .Agent in Charge 
B. E. SACKETT, reporting on the weekly conference of August 22, 194J., 
of ONI, G2 and FBI. For clarity, the pertinent portions of this let
ter are being included herein: 

b7D 
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'' 0 • ,..,...t.. September 21:, 19 - J, Director 

"The Area Control.l.er (Commander VINCENT ASTOR) ad
vised that he, Captain MacFall of ONI, Colonel Sharp of Mi1itary 
Intelligence, Foreign Intelli ence Division and an aide of Colonel. 

' . 
the meeting, concerning operations o · 
I I Mr. ·Astor stated th~a:-::;:t~h-:-e-:wa~s~n:-:o-::;:t~p~re~p~a~r~e~d;"""""r~..J 
discuss this matter in detail at this particular coni'erence, but 
he was going to have a .further conf'erence w.ithl lat which 
would be present Captai.n MacFaJ.l, on the afternoon of August 22nd, b7D 

in order to get aJ.l. further details. He at that time determined 
that llclaims the plans of I Jtad the approval of 
1faShi~ffic~als in pri~iple. MacF811 at that conference 
pointed out.tbat! should not contact or make co~tacts 
of people on American vesse s in this country- "Without the specific 
knowledge and approval. of the American authorities. and that · 
was his objection to the operations of I ]in this r 

n,Mr • .Astor stated that after htOsecures aJ.l. of 
facts froml ~concerning the scope and operations of 
I t":fie is going to confer at Washington w;L ..... ~-"""' 
General Miles and Captain Kirk for the purpose of seein~whether 
these gentlemen approve of. the arrangements perfected. U pointed t7D 

out to Mr. Astor that the FBI al.so bad an interest in the matter, 
inasmuch as we were intere~:ted in the detection of sabote~s and 
esp~·and such a service might oonfi:ict w.ith our actj.,._ 
itie.:l• f 

nyou will note that Astor "is leaving us out, both 
here and in Washingt:.on, in his conference with I land w.i.th the b7D 

rnterdeoortmp~~~ee concerning the plans and activ.l.ties of 

I r'~ · 
On JAugust 5, 194:1., Special. Agent H. G'! F'QS!1!!Ee.--llzb:tl.e....., 

conferring w.tthl I a registered,.;a~e~n;.;;.t...;f;;.;o;.;;r;;....,. ____ ....-::-' 
who is in charge of investigation relative to in 
the western hemisphere and of commercial and financial inves iga ~on~ b7D 

mentioned the matter o:t'l !activities and told! !that 

::;~s~ff::e should be informed of the activ.i.ties of the so-calledO 
I___ - 'Ttat:d thp-t he was not aware ofl !activities 

u (i ow tnat : : }ias operating with t.be annraval or the 
United States author~ ~ . . D. c.l ~eferred 
Special JAgent FOSTER to and the results of Special. 
Agent FOSTER• s contact wit set out in Tff3" reference 
letter of August 1.4, l.94J. 

-3-
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HGF:LR September a~,~941 

On July 28, ~9.41., I I advised Supervisor 
E. F. EMRICH of this of£ice that one OTTO VOIGHT was suspected o£ 
carrying concealed messages behind butterf~y trays obtained in 
South .America. He further indi.cated that OTTO VOIGHr was a crew 
member on the s. s. Brazi~ due to dock on that date. As a result 
of this information, three butterf~y trays in the possession of 
OTTO VOIGHT were examined by Special. Agent SAM L. DEVINE, and 
German newspaper cl.ippings found in these trays were removed and 
:forwarded by ~etter dated September 2, ~941, to the Bureau £or 
examination. The above i~omation was furnished to the Bureau 
in the case entit~ed OTTO · IGHT - INrERNAL SECURITY (G),. New Yorlt 
Fi~e No. ~00-~3662, in th1 report f S ecial Agent SAM L. DEVINE 
dated at New York City, 9/2/41. . 

On September 3, 941., dvised Specia~ 
Agent H. G. FOSTER that he had some i orma. l.on . butterf~y trays 
were being brought into the United States by crew members o£ certain 
ships running between South .American and the United States. He stated 
that these trays were being obtained, according to his information, 
from a particular source in South American and that it was possib~e 
that these trays might contain conceal.ed messages. It was his desire 
that some of tb:!se trays be obtained and turned over to him to be 
:foroarded tor lo/ boter prs :for examinat.:l.on :tni 1- He 
stated that Uie person in who had: originaJ.J..y discovered th~ 
possibi~ties o£ transmiss1on o messages in butter~y trays felt 
that these messages might be transmitted by means of the design of 
the tray and it "WO~d be necessary for him to persont!:~ the 
trays to determine if such messages were being s ent. ~ _ 

I lwas advised that when he secured definite 
information as to where the trays were coming from and what individ
ua~ were bringing the trays into the Unit~d States, steps might be 
taken for the seizure of some of these trays so that the.y might be 
examined by the Bureau in Washington, D. c. He was further advised 
that it might be possib~e to turn over one or two of these trays 
after examination in the Bureau's laborator,y, so that they could 
be forwarded to I I However, he was informed that the turning 
over o£ these trays was a matter that would have to be discussed 
~the(r wi ~ ~cial. Agent in Charge of the New York Fiel.d Div-
l.SLon ~~ 

On September 8, ~94~, Speciu Agent H. G. FOSTER; 
while aboard the s. s. Brazil on other matters, noticed that Mr. 
FARR.ELL and Mr. WHITNEY o£ ONI a~so boarded that ship at qharan
tine with Inspector GUILFOYLE.o£ the Enforcement Division o£ the 
United States Customs Service. As soon as the business on 1vhich 
!gent .. EQS'l'ER boarded the Brazi~ was handled, he contacted Inspector 

b7D 

b7D 

b7D 
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September-41., 1.94]. 

GUILFOYLE and ascertained tha. t at the reql;l~st of Messrs •. FARRELL 
and YlliiTNEY, Inspector GUILFOYLE had take~lbutterfiy tra;ys from 
the following indi vidual.s: i\ 

F ~:\oRCORAN (Junior Nurse) one tray; one ash tray. 
M~OHN· · (Bartender) one tray. 
~·~~ (Stewardess) one tray. 

~WEJiF;R (Veranda ·Qate..-St~~;r.d}: ~ne tray). 4 pict~res. 
~ ·:\lOHL-' -· · (Chie-f·· Bedroom Stewardf one tray. 

(~;~ERG ~~:::~lef) ~:: ~~~{erfl.y piate • 
~_fiiD (Cook) one tray. 
F~';i(OENER (Baker) two pici;ilres; two fruit boards 
L.l]JmHLANGER (Util.ity}. one -tray. 

At this time Inspector GUILFOYLE was contacted in 
Stateroom 35, which was being used as an office by the men of the 
Enforcement Division. '• 

During the conversation with Inspector GUILFOYLE, 
Messrs. FARRELL and WHITNEY, wi.th a third man, entered the state-
room in question. fin view of the fact that this office was in
terested in butterfl.;-trays and had previousl.y caused a seizure and 
examination of one of them on the same boat, and further, due to 
the fact that_ !had mentioned to Special. -Agent H. re-
FOSTER the possibil.ity of seizing some trays for examination 
Special. Agent FOSTER asked Messrs. FARRELL and 'WHITNEY what ey b7D 

intended doing with the trays. At the same time he asked them 
to identify the third individual. -with them, and Mr. F.ARR.Er.L stated 
that he was I jof his office"· 

' 

Mr. FARRELL and Mr. 1lHITNEY seemed somewhat puzzl.ed 
as to the examination to be made of the trays and as they appeared 
about to attempt to take apart s~me of the trays for examinat.ion_, 
Agent FOSTER advised against this E!rocedure stating that he fel.t 
that they should be examined by competent technicians. They agreed 
with Agent on this score al. though. they did take theQck of£ one of jb 7 

D 
the trays without finding anything wortey of note. t about this 
time, Mr. FARRELL called Agent FOSTER aside and sta that the third 
man with him -.as not from IDs nffica. A:t that time Agent FOSTEP~ 
ur presume he isj land Mr. FA:RR.EIL indicate 

~ c~ 
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it this sta~s correct. It should also be noted ~t 
e so-call.ed had given FARRELL the names of SEIFERT, 

UHLMAN and VOIG , three of whom are the subjects of some 

b7D 

investigation by this office, although one of the above men
tioned three had any trays on this tri 

"~-In addition,(~ T from whom a plate was takeri, 
is aJ.so the subject of investigat.ion by this office. All of the b7D 
trays seized were trays purchased from the Atelier Elizabeth R. n. 
Gerardo, No. 44, Rio de arentl.y the ovmer of which is 
the person suspected by L-----L--~§,!;}:::::._ 

~ent advised :Mr. F that this office had been 
working on a case invol.ving these butterfly trays and further ad
vised FARRELL that he felt the exam.inations~ese trays should 
be conducted at the Laboratory of the Bureau • FARRELL indicate 
that inasmuch as they were to be taken off e ship, he personally 
considered that his office would probabl.y turn the matter over to 
us as it would no l.onger be a matter concerning ships. He stated 
that as soon as he returned to his office he would have his super
ior, Mr. REYNOLDS, teJ.ephone Supervisor E. F. EMRICH and discuss 
the matter with him. At this point, it was agreed at Agentts sug
gestion, that the trays be forwarded by the Customs at the request 
of Mr. FARRELL, to the Appraiser's stores, 201 Varick Street, for 
further examination.~ 

.------'""'Af.=..:t:.:::e:::::r--=l::::;eaving the s. s. Brazil, Agent FOSTER con-
tacte~ I and dur.i.ng the course of other business ~ ( ~ 
with him, asked i:t he had any more info:rmB.tion relative to the ~I 
butterfl:~ trays which ~e had previously furnished this Agent. 
I _Jstated t~d not. He was then asked if he was aware 
of the .L t that a had apparently made some arr;n::men:; w.i.t 
Naval. Intelligence o secure some treys on this boat.[ b7D 

appeared ~o be cgnsidera;ly perturbed and started out o l.S o ice 
to find al J whom he inadvertently mentioned was ac-
tuaU.zyl ras stopped and requested that nothing 
further be said about the matter as Agent FOSTER desired to discuss 
with him andl !the activities of ~L 
both in instant matter and previous matters of~ 

I fwas informed that I J:ta,s been making 
promiscuous contacts on the waterfront and that this office should 

I ! 
b7D 

b rised of the scope and extent of activities before 
did something to endanger investiga~l.on eing conducted by 

s ice. As has been stated, I lwas considerably per-
turbed over this matter and agreed that it should be discussed in 

greater detail.'f§?( __L ~ 
~ c~~~I!Al! ... - . 
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Director Septembe~ 21, 1941. 

r------...:;I:..::t~s=;hould be noted that Agent FoSTER has prev:iously 
met I land I ~s not identical with the 
gentJ.eman introduced b:f Mr. FARREIJL asl l•o.r his office" 
althou so-ca1ledl !apparently also goes by the 
nam his contacts. It was subsequently ascertained 
tha pParell~ has s~ ""rking under him 
and that they use e name o 

v At approximately 4:30 P.M., there having been no 
tel.ephone call received from Lieutenant REYNOLDS o.f the Navy rela
tive to this niatter, Special. Agent E. F. EMRICH teJ.ephonical.ly 
communicated with him, making inquiry of him concerning the butter
fq trays whi.ch were seized by the Customs authorities at the 
request of ONI. At the time of this conversation, Lieutenant 
REYNOLDS indicated that their original information had been re~ 
ceived throughl jand that it was their intention of 
having customs take these so that an appropriate examination 
thereof could be made by the F .B. I, or a:ny other governmental. 
agency. He was advisedthat this di'Vision had previously received 
information concerning butterfly trays whi.ch were be brought 
into this country by crew members .from South.Americ our informa
tion likewise having been received from t was re
quested of him that in view of our present investigati n that he 
:furnish us any additional information which they might have in the 
files of Naval. Intel,ligence so that this informa. tion might be 
available to assist in our investigation. 

At the time of the conversation, Lieutenant REYNOLDS 
indicated that l lhad made a request o.f them to have one 

I 
or more of these trays sent directlY! lwh~re they might be 
examined by someone who was familiar -with the sending o;f secret 
messages through this medi1llD.. A d:Lr.ect inquiry was thereupon made 
of Lieutenant REYNOIJlS as to whether it was their intention to 
obtain these trays from i;p.e Appraiser's Store where they had been 
sent by Customs or whether they were g::>ing to effect arrangements 
so that Customs would make these trays available for this division 
so tha. t arrangements could be made for approprit:~:te examination of 
same to determine whether they might contain secret messages. At 
this point, Lieutenant -REYNOLDS stated that it would be necessar.y 
for him to refer the matter to the tiAu, "Who., he later explained -was 
the Area Coordinater, and that he would conununicate with Agent EMRICH 
on the following day. I~ might be mentioned here that as of S~ptember 

._~ON~U\J. 
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Director September .11, 194J. 

10, 194J., Lieutenant REYNOLDS has not. contacted Ag~nt. EMRICH 
or this Division. 

Assistant Collector of Customs GREGORY W'. O'KEEFE 
was contacted relat.i ve to this matter am he advised that. arrange
ments had been. made by Yr. FARREr.L of ONI to have an Inspector 
accompany him. on board the s. s. Brazil for the purpose of exam
ining cert.a,in trays being brought. in by crew members of the s. s. 
Brazil. Mr. O'KEEFE stated further that t.he ma:terial taken by' 
the Customs. Inspectors had been forwarded to the Appraiser • s 
Stores on request. of t.he Naval Intelligence. 

Mr. N. LOUGHLIN, 'Who is in charge of the baggage. 
ware house at the Appraiser• s Stor·es, advised t.hat this material 
was forwarded to the Appraiser's Stores by the Enforcement Div
ision and that there was no indication as to why it was forwarded 
or on whose request. He stated further that in the event the 
owners called for them with the proper release from the Customs 
authorities, they would be released by him. 

It was further ascertained that no arrangements 
had been made with Mr. LOUGHRY, who ijas charge of the releasing 
of similar material, to prevent the release of the butterfly 
trays to the persons from whom they ~ere taken. Mr. LOUGHRY 
stated, however, that a person named irn.oHN, who owned one of the 
trays, had called at his office for ~release and that after they 
checked with the Enforcement Division had found that the.y were 
sent up for a particular purpose, and due to this fact the tray 
or trays belonging to RRO.HN had not been released. 

Mr. LOUQiffiY explained that the tray had not been 
released to KROHN because he had become suspicious due to the 
fac~ that such trays were not ordinarily seized in such numbers 
and never when manifested as these were, and had caJ.led the Enforce
ment Division to discover why they had been seized. 

-s-
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On Septanber 10, l94J., Special. Agent in Charge 
B. E. Sackett subnitted two memorandums relative to his con
vers'!tion with the Area Controller. Copies of these memoran
dums are being enclosed herewith. They are being designated 
#l and #2 in their chronological. order for the purpose of 
clarity. 

With reference to the allegations made in the 
above mentioned memorandums a memorandum of Special Agent 
E. F. Emrich dated September 10, 194J., is also tran6lll:ttted 
herewith. This is marked #3. 

By memorandum dated September 11, 194J., Special 
Agent in Charge B. E. Sackett advised me that at 10:45 am. on 
Septanber 11, 1941, the Area Controller called him and advised 
"that they had ascertained that the trays are being held by 
the Customs for appraisal purposes and of course must be re-

:~·:- :·: r "'""r·; tla t be made arr~gements £or c:J I to obtain several of ~hese trays which e;o~avo yes e~ £or exan~tion ourposes andwhi1e 
he has not received any report from ~ he does not 
think they have found an;ything yet. will have to 
return these trays to the. Custans :tn the very near #Uture, 
since they cannot hold them very long. The Area Controller 
said that there are plenty of trays left, some of them very 
large ones, and there appear to be at least a dozen in number. 
He stated that in the event we wanted to obtain any trays we 
could undoubtedly do so by contacting the Custans directly. 
I infonn.ed h;1m if we wanted to obtain the trqs we would 
handle the matter ourselves with the Custans. 

" At about 11:40 AM the Area Controller called 
me on the telephone, stating he could not talk much since he 
was on the switchboard and asked me that in the event we 
contacted the CUstans about obtaining the trqs "we should 
please not mentionl I being in on it. 11 I 
told him I understood what he means, that is shoUld not mention about 
the activities of I lin this case. He stated that was 
what he meant; that while he had plenty of authority to act in 
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"this case fran the 1 great white .father' , he did not ,,_ 
; t known that he had taken the action that he had with I I He stated that the Navy had been asked not to '-:di:-:-s--_. 
close this .fact. " 

On September 10, 1941, I I 
called on Special Agents E. F. l!inrich and H. G. Foster. A 
memorandum of the conversation which took place at this t~e 
was prepared by Special Agent Foster and is also being en
closed herewith. This memorandum is marked #4. It is to be 
noted in this manorandt.nn tha:tl .lwhen advising o.f 
the instructions issued ey-L ~d ~ oif t~ rec.£,rd. 
In the t:Q:ird paragraph ·o.f instant memorandum. Special Agent 
Foster makes re.ference to an agreement previously set out 
in memorandum .fom as to information to be supplied by D 
I I This ~~.forth in my re.ference letter dated 
August 14, 19~ 

Se an er 8 :I; r 

~~----~~~i~t~ha=s=-;been ascertained, 
are in charge o.f the handling o.f water.front 
contacts. Th~ re.fer to the informants developed b,y than as 
11friends 11 • At this conference they advised, o.f.f the record, 
that they had~received instructions .from Washington that 
all infor.mation they developed through their contacts on the 
water.front and relative to marine matters, should be turned · 
over to O;N·:. Thj s i sd~ acckr:ce :~:th the statement. 
made bYi _ _ _ thatj___ ___... lbad ordered his 
director o um over sue orma ~on developed by D 

I I to the o·.N. I,• ~s set out in memorandum #4, 
herewith transmitte~ 

I I and I !were advised by 
Agent Foster that in order to properlY correl~te information 
all such information should also be .furnished to this of.fice. 
They stated they had received no instructions not to .furnish 
it to us so would give us copies of ever,rthing .furnished to 
O.N.I. They desired to know the extent o.f our jurisdiction 
so that they would not be caught in any departmental strafe 
between O.N.I. and our o.f.fice. The,r were advised by Agent 
Foster that there was no such stra.fe but that the Federal 
Bureau o.f Investigation was charged with the investigation o'"'~-· 

CONFID~IAU 
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espionage, sabotage and related matters where it did not 
involve military or naval. rersonnel. bey; aareed that 

the men operating out o:r I d I I 
o:ffice developing "friends" should be known to ,this o:f:fice 
and arranganents are being made to accomplish this ~ 

For your information, since th, accnrrenass 

mentioned ll3reinJ , land I 
mve made every effort to .furnish this office with infor
mation and in fact have furnished three advance passenger 
lists and a considerable number o:f short manoranda relative 
to passengers c~~ passengers contemplating coming to 
the United State~ 

On September 19, l.94J., Special. Agent Foster 
through the assistance o:f Assistant Collector of Customs 
GREGORY W. O'KEEFE secured tba butterf'ly tra¥s which O.N.I. 
returned to Customs. These trays will. be forwarded to the 
Bureau for appropriate examination in the Technical. Labor
atory immediately. 
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