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CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

This letter is a partial response to your three Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests 
that we aggregated in to one (1) request. You requested on May 2, 2008 a copy of the 
title page of the five oldest still-classified documents at LANL (excluding documents in 
the LANL Research Library), on May 2, 2008 a copy of the bibliography of still­
restricted or classified LANL historical reports and a copy of the title page only of each 
still-restricted or classified LANL historical reports, and on May 3, 2008 a copy of the 
title page of the five (5) oldest still-classified documents held in the LANL Research 
Library as determined by the library catalogue, or alternately a printout of the list of the 
five oldest still-classified documents held in the LANL Research Library. 

I contacted the Los Alamos Site Office (LASO) that has oversight responsibility for the 
Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL) about your request. LASO asked LANL to 
search for the requested records. LANL searched at the LANL Research Library and the 
staff at the Library advised they no longer handle classified reports; the classified reports 
are in the LANL Records Center. With this informatidm, LANL contacted the Records 
Center and the five oldest still-classified reports were located. The reports are: 

1. LA-00002, cover and first page, The Los Alamos Conference, Report of the First 
Meeting on April 15, 1943; 

2. LA-00004, cover and first page, First Los 'Alamos Conference, Post-Conference 
Discussions, Week of April 27, 1943; 

3. LAMS-00014, cover and first page, Memorandum to Cap. W. S. Parsons from D. 
R. Inglis, dated September 28, 1943, Subject: Sudden assembly of two diffuse 
masses compared with two dense masses; 

4. LA-00022, cover, Neutron Multiplication during the Uniform Expansion of a 
Tamped Gadget, September 1, 1943; and 

5. LA-00026, cover and first page, Critical Radii of Long Cylinders, October 16, 
1943. 
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Enclosed and responsive to your three requests are the requested records for Items 2 
through 5 above. Item 1 is not provided as the cover and first page of the document are 
still classified today and would have to go through two reviews for release. As you know 
these reviews are very time intensive and can result in receiving at the end of the reviews 
little more than page numbers. Before we continue the review of the cover and first page 
of Item 1, please let me know if you want us to continue this process for release within 
ten days of your receipt of this letter. If I do not hear from you within this timeframe, I 
will consider your request satisfied with what is provided in this letter and will close my 
file. 

There are no charges to you for processing your request. 

If you have questions, please contact me by e-mail at cbecknell@doeal.gov or write to 
the address on the first page. Please reference Control Number FOIA 08-165-C in your 
communication. 

4 Enclosures 

Carolyn A. Bee 
Freedom of Information Act Officer 
Office of Public Affairs 
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LOS AL:J .-W3 CONFER2NCE 

Post- Conference Dis..£Y.ssions ~~.::~;::::::::-;,;:::;a._ 
Woe k of April 27, 1943 ,-. .. lf~i._ • 

1. Sryecial Techniques pnd Equipment 
-- Mc Millan, 

I. Discussion by Mc Millan 

Classification of inatrumcnt~tion was ri1:1do r:s follov?G: 

1. ) Equipr:icnt built :Jy inclivinunls for their o •:m usu . 

2. ) A group to bL~ild c quipr.iont for .general use: in lr. boratory. 

3.) StandErdiz~tion ero~p to prepare , acquire, and care for 
stannnrds 1 :~.nu be rcs!)Olls:i.blo for their 9ropcr use. 

4 .) Equil)mcr_t for f'i(;l1 f':88surcm.~!1.ts, aucb as remote control 
and indic o. ti o"1. cc cviccs for obscr v ir..c results o.f critic al expcr­
irn..ents. 

5.) 3quipr.icnt f'or ordn.Gnco Iil.,;,3Sur.;.rr.cnt s . 

It v•cs roco.au'.l·.mdcd tl'.at 0 roups b(; sc t u_".) to ta}:c c :..:rc of 
Z.) and 3.), t:o bu hl;,1dcd by .:-' romun ~nd L~r..0ly rcsp,:ctivcly. 
Group 2.) is ~o t s~,poscd to int0rfuro ~1th or restrict 1.), 
but it i8 GX!h,ctccl t.ha t cve,r,tus.lly it ':,•ill t ckc over'"'. ::;cod 
share of the v: ork tr..1 t is U ) V/ unc.cr 1.) , rclicvi~g tho ro­
sc!J.rch groups of ::ornc o!' t.h,..,ir load. GroGp ~;.) ·will h:1ve; o. 
double functior..: to dcsigr~, im.prov0, producL, , 2 nd stcind:1rdize 
moc1surin,f. C<?.t::.ipmcnt; -:;nd to build cqui9rer:t ;Jrd.'.::r, d by rcscc.rch 
croups to thG i.r G)-.:. ci~icatj ons. Gro•J:)S 2 . ) end 3 . ) w.ill be 
expected to work ~n v0ry c l ose coo~o r~tion. 

'i:'he; qu0r. tiol1 of space f or t;wsc.: t\'10 sroi:_p s \ins coi1.sidcrcd 1 

vii th tLc cone e ns us of opinior.. the. t, roor.s 0- 13, 0- 14, &nd .A-15 
Ghould be r(;lcc,scd f rou _'?rt~s, nt ;:,:·•sizrur.cnto for their L~sc . 

Bc.chor Yt.s s named provision cdly to h0<1d C'rrou.9 4. ) • Thero 
vt-:.s no discussion of Group 5.) 

·., 

After the: mc,:;tin,s, Froma'!. :-~nd '•i.:ldr:"i.'l.11 m:-~dc tontntivc cs­
timotcs of the 9 e;rsonn0l Gnd s90 cc requi r0d for their groups. 
Tt.csc rocol)"lm(;:id:,tions we;ro cor.s i. r:crc d b•-· the cor3!ilittr.o ,;ta 
short ffi(.;Ctin.!?, -~fte,r lunch, end the f_~nE. l rcco::nraE:r.,d.1tior..s ore 
contsincd. in t l~c ~ tt achod reports. Th.cs,; ;·•er;:• ,!_pp.roved by t ;)S f 
-:::.ttcnding the rc:cord rr...::Jtir:g. Oassffi0atKl~chang to: ~:.,, AOC/ADO 

. 0 
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p . you have obtained a signe n 

, tis your responsibility that ~he infor, n 
ed herein is not compromised. 

THE fil;3MY ·:rArTs THE INFORi.!ATIOiv COKTAU.&> n. THIS DOClITi~:T. 
DOI( 'T LZT Hii.: GTI IT THROUGH YJUR t.3GLIG.£lWE. 

FOR REFERENCE 

NOT TO BE TAKEN FROM THIS ROOM 

CAT. NO. 1935 
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Tbi• dooaaen oontaiu _k,_ page• 

To& Capt. w. s. Parson■ 

< +I 1 7 E I 5 - ' t ,otr .... trn lffedlnz II 
National O:,!~:IS'l e;f th, U:r f :;t •:os 'Iv Jihl a -

- 7222 I u. ·.s E .. pA,11 • ..., A ... 4 L J . 8. jg t1 111 -._ 
32. Its lr .. 1:s.11~ion or ClJ re. I. ~ 1 of 1~1 co~lenll 
,umall'1erJptr,n- riutw::1· f en 21 t po 

LA D 1, -
?hi• ia aopy ~ of s ooploa - -

Subjeota ~ UH11bl7 ot two dU1'lae maaae■ oc,mpared with two dense raaaoa. 

Puraumrt to a d1aou■■lcin whioh we once had 1n a oonterenoo. I he.'1" 

Jlado an attempt to eetillate eome quant1t1•• whiob suggest ~hat thore i• 110 

great advantage to be gained by aaaembll·ng two dl.t'tuse maaaea • l"'&thor than 

•hooting an aotiYe plug ot normal deneity into a tamped ative hollow oyU.mder 

ot normal density. BeoauH ot the uncertainty associated with an oatiDate ~ 

end oorreot1ona tor ehol"t tamped oyllndora, I subl:l.it an ar~nt wh1oh get 

rid ot end oorreotiona 1n an approximate manner by cancellation. ao to ape:--.ak. 

'?be two oa1ea to be oompared are: 

I. A oyUndrioal plug ot rad1ua a is to be inaerted into a tamped 

cylindrical shell ot internal radius g and external radiua b. Tho le~h L 

ot eaoh aotlTe aeotion is oonaldered as giT.,n, and the ra.4U aro to bo ohoii:ten 

ao that the aasembl7 la just or1tioal whon the plUP! start• to enter the 1hdll. 

The t1mo that la to be made 1hoi-t by meana ot bigh-Teloaity ahooting ie th~ 

the tilDo required tor the plu~ to traTel the clietanoe L. 

u. "'o aylindora. eaoh ot length L a.nd ot halt' normal do1u,ity. are o be 

infused lnto oaoh othor ao aa to make a oylinder ot the oame ro.d1ua, or le::!lgth 

L and nor::ial denai ty. 'lbe radius b ohosen to naake tho two dtrruso oy11nd ra 

orlt1041 when plaoed end ~o end. The demands on Yeloolty for tho two oa.ee~ aro 

~~~~'--.J..J.~_':J~ .::=~ i:J .... ~~'-~-~~{ 
~~~'-=-r~'R:;--:-!-.. )+.:.L4_- :Z...:.~[.~~1r,;~~~~~~ ..... 

mJs/o:-oJri . .. "" 
Derived From:J::Q,__, -~ · 2- 5/c,1,· 
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This document contains _ i;ages 

NEUTRON MULTIPLICATIOU DURING 

TUE UN1F01Ul EXPARSION OF A TAMPED GADGET 

WORK DONE BY: RBPORT WRITTEN BY: 

Faul Olum Faul Olum. 
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This is oopy !:::_ of 20 oopies 

Ootober 16, 1943. This document con-ta ins ~ ps6 os 

CRITICAL RADII OF LONG CYLINDERS 

LOS ALAMOS EDITION. This edition (Copies l - 10) 
contains Parts land 2. The abstract to Part l 
is found on pa;p 2~ a~d ~e,!l,~~traot to Part 2 
is found on P°'68 190 Part 2, which .deals with 
applications, has been omitted from the distrib­
ution edition (copies 11 - 20). 

WORK DONE BY: RE.PORT i'VRI TTi~N BY: 

" D. Inglis D. Inglis 

H. A. Bethe. and helpful 
E. Jo Konopinski, and E-J · . 

This work was done under the general supervision of 
di°scussions have b6on enjoyed also with S. Frankel, 
Teller., c · · changed to: I.A.- L 
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